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THE 


ParliamentaryDebates 


During  the  Third  Session  of  the  Fifth  Parliament  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  ap-> 
pointed  to  meet  at  Westminster,  the  Eighth  Day  of 
November  1814,  in  the  Fifty-fifth  Year  of  the  Reign  of 
His  Majesty  King  GEORGE  the  Third.    [Sess.  1814/15. 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

TucMday,  May  2. 

HbLLESTONE    ELECTION    BILL.] 

Eari  Sianbope  pretenteU  a  petition  from 

Mr.  Christopher  Wallis  in  favoar  of  the 

Bill  "  for  prefenting  corrupt  and  illegal 

practices,  aiod  securing  the  freedom  and 

^rity  of  Election^  in   the  borough  of 

HelWHone/'    The  noble  earl    said,    he 

mere}/  presented   it  for  their  lordships 

coofideration,  without  pledging  himself 

to  agree  to  the  pray^er  of  it.    The  petition 

was  then  read,  and  stated  the  conslitotion 

of  the  borough  of  Hellestone,  and   that 

the  petitioner  himself  had,  since  the  report 

of  the  Commons  which  led  to  the  present 

Billy    become   a  freeman    and  voter  of 

Hellestone  ;  that  he  was  also  a  freeholder 

of  the  two  hundreds  to  which  it  was  pro* 

poaed  that  the  right  uf  voting  should  be 

extended ;  and  that  he  believed  that  this 

bill   of  (nsfranchisement  was   the    only 

method,  considering  the  present  constitu* 

tion  of  the  borough,  by  which  the  elec- 

lion  could  be  free  and  independent;  and 

hm  prayed  to  be  heard  by  counsel  at  the 

bir  in  favour  of  the  Bill. 

Lord  QrauMe  said,  that  their  lordships 
ought  at  least  tf>  pause  before  they  agreed 
to  the  prayer  of  this  petition.  This  Bill 
was  novel  in  its  nature,  for  its  object  and 
principle  was  to  disfranchise  all,  not 
merely  those  who  had  exercised  their  right 
of  voting  corruptly,  but  also  those  who  had 
given  an  honest  and  independent  suffrage. 
The  principle  of  former  bills  was  to  disfran- 
chise those  who  had  voted  corruptly,  and 
— preserving  the  franchises  of  those  who 
had  not  voted  corruptly— •to  extend  the 
(  VOL.  XXXI. ) 


right  to  others  in  the  neighbourhood. 
Now,  the  petitioner  stated  himself  to  be  a 
freeman  of  Hellestone ;  the  object  of  hia 
petition  was,  therefore,  to  be  heard  in 
favour  of  a  bill  which  disfranchised  him* 
selfj  and  likewise  all  the  rest,  whether 
guilty  or  innocent.  This  was  partly  a 
penal  and  partly  a  remedial  Bill.  With 
respect  to  the  penal  part  of  it,  that  was 
merely  a  matter  of  public  concern,  ia 
which  the  petitioner,  as  an  individual,  had 
no  particular  interest  so  as  to  entitle  him 
to  be  heard  :  but  as  to  the  remedial  part 
of  the  Bill,  he  might  perhaps  have  some 
interest,  as  he  was  a  freeholder  of  the  two 
hundreds  to  which  it  Fta  proposed  to  ex- 
tend the  right  of  voting  as  a  remedy 
against  the  corrupt  practices  alleged  to 
have  taken  place  in  the  borough.  It  was 
not  decided,  however,  that  this  extension 
should  take  place ;  and  until  it  was  so  de« 
termined,  he  doubted  very  much  whether 
this  petitioner  had  any  right  to  be  heard. 
The  most  proper  course^  therefore,  would 
be  to  adjourn  the  debate  on  the  petition 
till  to-mottaw>  that  they  might  consider 
the  subject  in  the  mean  time.  This  was  a 
matter  of  great  importance,  and  thejr 
ought  to  proceed  with  caution. 

The  Lord  CkaneeUar  said,  that  this  gen* 
tlenian  had  the  other  day  presented  a 
petition  which  was  found  to  have  little  or 
no  relation  to  the  points  respecting  which 
the  petitioner  was  desirous  to  be  beard ; 
and  their  lordships  would  recollect  that  he 
had  lefused  to  be  at  one  farthing's  expense 
in  producing  witnesses  in  support  of  his 
allegations.  If  be  had  a  right  to  be  heard, 
it  was  because  he  had  an  interest :  and  if 
he  had  an  interest,  this  conduct  was  very 
.    (B) 
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extraordinary.  He  came  now  with  aQ- 
other  petition,  and  the  import  of  that  p6* 
tition  was  this^  that  he  might  be  heard  in 
favour  of  a  bill  by  which  ho  (j^imself  was 
to  be  dii^frafhcjhisedf  aisd  not  0!^ly  h^  him- 
seif,  bat  ^U-  the  voters  q£  the  boroo^— ijkt 
only  those  who  had  voted  corroptiyi  but 
those  who  might  have  given  as  honest  a 
suffrage  as  any  voter  thai  ever  existed. 
Corporations  mi^ht,  perhaps,  in  some 
cases  incuf  a  forfeiture  by  the  act  of  the 
lAajority;  but  tbetr  lordships  ought  to  be 
very  cautious,  indeed,  how  they  enter- 
tained bills  which  proceeded  on  this  prin- 
ciple, that  the  innocept  md  mertto/ioos 
were  to  be  sacrificed  along  with  the 
f^uilty.  Bat  what  was  the  nature  of  Mr. 
Wallis's  interests  ?  Re  stated,  that  he  had 
become  a  freeman  of  the  borough,  and, 
therefore^  his  object  was  to  get  himself,  as 
well  as  the  rest,  disfranchised,  because 
the  majority  had  voted  contrary  to  his 
notioiis  of  independence.  It  was  impos- 
sible that  this  could  be  a  sort  of  interest 
which  he  was  anxious  to  maintain,  anif, 
therefore,  there  must  be  some  farther  ob* 
jepe,  and  that  was,  that  he  was  a  free- 
holder of  the  two  hundreds  to  which  it 
wat*  proposed  to  extend  the  elective  fran- 
chise of  this  borough*  But  till  parliament 
had  decided  that  this  should  take  place, 
be  had  no  interest  in  respect  of  that  free- 
hold. His  opinion,  therefore,  at  pretent 
was,  that  the  petitioner  had  no  more  in- 
terest than  he  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  had, 
and  that  was  no  interest  at  all.  Parlia- 
ment miftht,  by  possibility,  choose  to 
extend  the  right  to  Dorsetshire,  and 
Northomberlandy  and  then  he  mieht  have 
an  interest ;  but  till  Parliament  did  so,  he 
had  none,  )ind  the  petitioner  had  as  little 
in  respect  of  the  freehold  which  he  had 
mentioned.  The  petitioner  bad  refused 
to  produce  witnesses  in  support  of  his 
petition ;  but  what  their  lordships  might 
do,  acting  in  behalf  of  the  public,  was 
another  question.  They  would  no  doubi 
examine  the  matter  with  that  attention 
which  the  importance  of  the  subject  un- 
questionably demanded;  but  as  for  Mr. 
Wallis,  it  appeared  to  him  at  present,  that 
he  had  no  interest  whatever  to  entitle  him 
to  be  heard.  He  agreed,  however,  that 
the  most  proper  course  would  be  to  ad- 
journ the  debate  on  the  petition  till  to- 
morrow. 

'  Earl  Sianhope  decidedly  agreed  with  his 
noble  relation  near  him,  and  the  noble 
lord  on  the  woolsack,  in  every  respect 
except  one,  and  that  was  the  adjouraing 


of  the  debate  on  the  petition,  for  in  his 
opinion  it  ought  to  be  rejected  imme- 
diately. A  petition  as  absurdly  worded. 
as  any  petition .  that  ever  came  beffHp 
their  lor(^hip4  ^a^  ^een  j^re^^i^ted  tkie 
dihet  dity  firoi;^  tbft  same  person*  jand  it 
was  found  to  have  no  proper  relation  to 
the  matter  with  regard  to  which  the  peti* 
tioner  wished  to  be  heard.  It  was  there- 
fore withdrawn,  and  he  now  presented  an- 
other, but  he  had  stated  that  he  did  not 
pledge  himself  to  support  it^  He  had 
only  pre^nted  it  in  order  to  raise  the 
(question,  ahd  he  fully  agreed  that  the  pe- 
tiiioner  had  no  interest  to  entit|q  l|im  to 
be  heard. 

The   debate    was    adjourned    till   to* 
morrow. 


Negociations  with  thb  Governmbnt 
OF  Naplbs.]  The  order  of  the  day  upon 
which  their  lordships  were  summoned 
being  read* 

Earl  Grey  said^  that  in  pnrsaance  of  the 
notice  which  he  had  some  days  ago  given/ 
it  had  been  his  intentioh  this  day  to  have 
submitted  to  their  lordships  a  motion  for 
an  Address  to  the  Prince  Regent,  praying 
that  he  would  be  pleased  to  lay  on  the 
table  copies  of  the  negQciations  carried  od 
between  the  Government  of  this  country 
and  the  present  Government  of  Naples^ 
with  a  view  to  bring  before  their  lord* 
ships  and  the  public  the  eiigagements 
which  had  been  entered  into  with  respect 
to  that  power,  and  the  justice  or  injustice 
of  our  proceedings  with  regard  to  it.  He 
had  also  intended  to  have  made  a  states 
ment  to  their  lordships  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  them  the  grounds  upon  which  it 
appeared  to  him  that  such  a  motion  was 
called  for.  It  had  been  contended,  that 
it  was  much  better  to  wait  till  the  pro* 
ceeduiffs  of  the  Congress  at  Vienna  could 
be  produced  entire  before  their  lordahips^ 
in  order  that  the  various  sobjecu  which 
had  been  matter  of  arrangement  at  llie 
Congress  might  be  discussed  all  together, 
when  their  lordships  would  be  enabled  to 
see  the  nature  and  bearings  of  each  of  the 
parts,  both  as  considered  separately,  and 
as  viewed  in  connexion  with  the  rest* 
Admitting  that  such  was,  generally  speak- 
ing, the  most  desirable  course,  both  he  and 
others  had  contended,  that  there  were 
particular  cases  of  such  a  description  that 
the  general  rule  with  respect  to  them 
ought  to  be  departed  from.  Of  that  de- 
scription appeared  to  him  to  be  the  case 
of  Naples ; .  and  it  was  for  that  reason  thai 
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he  intended  to  have  brob&ht  that  question 
before  Ifaeir  lordshipi  without  further  de- 
lay. Since  be  bad  come  down  to  th^ 
boose;  however*  he  had  been  informed 
that  It  Wat  not  the  intention  of  ministers 
to  refuse  the  infbrmatibn  for  which  be  pro* 
posed  to  ba?fe  called  on  the  subject  of  our 
relattoos  with  Naples,  To  that  psrticular 
point  his  motion  was  to  ha?e  been  con- 
fined ;  and  as  this  was  conceded  to  him, 
and  as  be  was  at  all  Umes  desirous  of  ab- 
staining from  wasting  their  lordships  time 
in  unnecessary  discussion^  be  should  not 
d6w  enter  into  that  statement,  which, 
under  other  circumstances,  it  would  have 
been  his  doty  to  have  ibade.  Their  lord- 
ihips,  he  believed,  would  concur  with  him» 
that  the  most  convenient  and  proper  time 
for  discussion  would  be  after  the  desired 
information  should  have  been  laid  on  their 
lordships  table,  and  tor  that  reason  he  ab 
atained  (torn  any  thing  that  could  pro 
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ing  of  probabilities, — but  which  ^ight 
possibly  induce  the  Allies  to  make  some 
material  alteration  in  that  Treaty  ;  antl 
the  inconvenience  of  producing  it  oiider 
such  circumstances  was  this,  that  Parliaf* 
ment  might  perhaps  be  discussing  it  when 
of  a  very  dj^^rent  nature  and  complexiofi 
from  what  it  might  ultimately  tutu  out  tb 
be.  Informeition  of  that  kind  ooght« 
therefore,  to  be  brought  down  by  m^sage 
from  the  Crown,  or  from  the  person  trjr 
whom  the  powers  of  the  Crown  were  ad'- 
ministered ;  and  unless  it  could  be  so  pri^ 
duced,  it  ought  not  to  be  produced  at  all. 
Now  this  was  precisely  a  case  of  thM  de- 
scription, with  respect  to  which  the  infor- 
mation ought  to  be  brought  down  b^  mea^ 
slij^efrotn  the  Crown,  and  the  circumstances 
were  Such  as,  in  hiA  opinion,  aothonVed 
that  mode  of  proceeding.  He  dM  not 
mean  to  enter  into  any  discussion  as  to  thfe 
nature  of  the  situation  in  which  this  couh- 


voke  discussion  at  this  moment.  Whether    try  had  stood  with  regard  to  Naples  for 


any  further,  and  what  information  might 
be  requisite  to  bring  this  question  fairly 
before  the  House  and  the  public,  would  be 
best  determined  when  such  information  as 
the  noble  earl  opposite  thought  it  consis- 
tent with  his  public  duty  at  present  to 
produce  should  be  laid  before  theol).  He 
had  now,  then,  only  to  request  the  noble 
earl  to  state  the  manner  and  form  in  which 
it  was  his  intention  to  produce  the  infor- 
mation, which  he  understood  it  to  be  his 
inclination  to  grant.  He  trusted  the  noble 
earl  would  not  say  that  the  form  of  pro- 
duction ought  to  be  in  consequence  of  any 
motion  of  his  (earl  Grey),  because  this 
appeared  to  him  to  be  a  case  in  which  it 
ought  to  come  down  to  their  lordships  in 
the  shape  of  a  message  from  the  Prince 
Regent.  It  was  often  attended  with  very 
great  inconvenience  when  the  information 
came  in  any  other  manner ;  and  gene- 
rally speaking,  unless  information  of  this 
kind  could  be  so  produced,  it  ought  not 
to  be  produced  at  all*  An  instance  had 
lately  taken  p1ac6  which  might  serve  as 
an  illustration  of  that  inconvenience.  He 
alluded  to  the  Treaty  of  the  25th  of 
March.'  The  noble  earl  bad  stated  the 
general  principle,  tbkt  no  treaty  ougbc  to 
be  laid  before  Parliamem  limil  it  balSbfeeii 
rejgiilarly  ratified :  and  yet  the  substance 
oftbac  Treaty  bad  been  produced  on  the 
iti6ti<m  of  an  individual  peer  of  that  House« 
To  thm  Tri^ty,  however,  a  declaration 
MA  i»€tk'  ailded  ow  the  fia^of  this  coun- 
try aftet  it  had  b^en  received  from  abroad, 
Whicb  fMMiblyy— 'he  waa  not  now  sp^k« 


this  some  time  past ;  only  desiring  their 
lordships  to  attend  to  the  fact,  ihat  though . 
that  was  called  an  armistice,  it  was  in  sub- 
stance, and  in  the  boritemplation  of  the 
pairties  and  the  world,  a  Preliniinary  Treaty^ 
of  Peace,  which  was  fully  e:tpected  sooh 
to  be  fAade  definitive :  and  it  was  impos- 
sible for  him  not  so  to  consider  it,  when 
he  recollected  that  in  the  Speech  ef  th6 
Prince  Regent  at  the  opening  or  Parlia- 
ment, America  wtls  stated  to  be  the  onl;^ 
power  with  which  we  were  then  at  war} 
importing,  that  with  all  the  European 
powers  we  were  substantially  in  a  state  of 
peace :  aii^  also  when  be  considered  t^al 
the  commercial  relation  between  the  tw6 
countries  had  l>een  renewed.  This,  there^^ 
fOre,  was  not  like  the  rupture  of  a  common 
armistice,  but  rather  like  the  commence- 
ment of  a  new  war ;  ah  occasion  on  which 
a  communication  to  Parliament  from  the 
Crown  was  always  made.  But  then  it 
might  be  said,  that  there  was  no  precedent 
for  such  a  message  from  the  Crown  to 
Parliament  on  the  rupture  of  an  armistice. 
He  could  not  say  that  there  was  aii  exad 
precedent,  becatiSe  he  did  not  recollect 
any  case  exactly  similar  to  the  present  in 
atl  its  circumstances :  but  in  point  of  prin- 
clpTe  there  were  numerous  precedepts— 
and  he  might,  as  he  believed  witli  cobfB- 
dence  that  their  lordships  would  concur 
with  him,  say,  that  it  was  the'  ordini'ary 
course  of  proceeding  between  the'  £:iee'ta^ 
tiveOovernmehtand  Pu'Iiaibent.  For  in- 
stance, during  the  late  war  with  France, 
maisy  attempu  were  oMtt  to  bring  about 
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extraordinary.  He  came  now  with  aQ- 
other  petition^  and  the  import  of  thai  p6* 
tition  waa  this^  that  he  might  be  heard  in 
favour  of  a  bill  by  which  he  dimself  was 
ta  be  diafralichised,  and  not  o!^y  he  him- 
iAf,  bat  iaU-  the  voters  q£  the  bdroogh— iiot 
only  those  who  had  voted  corroptfyi  but 
thoiie  who  might  have  given  as  honest  a 
suffrage  as  any  voter  thai  ever  existed. 
Corpbratii^ns  mighty  perhaps,  in  some 
cases  incof  a  forfeiture  by  the  act  of  the 
lAajority;  but  tbetr  lordships  ought  to  be 
very  cautious,  indeed,  how  they  enter- 
tained bills  which  proceeded  on  this  prin- 
ciple, that  the  innocept  md  merltoj^ions 

•  were  to  be  sacrificed  along  with  the 
f^uilty.  Bat  what  was  the  nature  of  Mr. 
Wallis's  interests  ?  Re  suted,  that  he  had 
become  a  freeman  of  the  borough,  and, 
therefore,  his  object  was  to  get  himself,  as 
well  as  the  rest,  disfranchised,  because 
the  majority  had  voted  contrary  to  his 
notions  of  independence.  It  was  impos- 
sible that  this  could  be  a  sort  of  interest 
which  he  was  anxious  to  maintain,  anif, 
therefore,  there  must  be  some  farther  ob* 
jepe,  and  that  was,  that  he  was  a  free- 

.  holder  of  the  two  hundreds  to  which  it 
was-  proposed  to  extend  |he  elective  fran* 
cblse  of  this  borough.    But  till  parliament 

'  bad  decided  that  this  should  take  place, 
be  had  no  interest  in  respect  of  that  free- 
hold. His  opinion,  therefore,  at  present 
was,  that  the  petitioner  had  no  more  in- 
terest than  he  (the  Lord  Chancellor)  had, 
and  that  was  no  interest  at  all.     Parlia- 

'  ment  miftht,  by  possibility,  cho(Me  to 
extend  the  right  to  Dorsetshire,  and 
Northomberlandy  and  then  he  mi^ht  have 
an  interest ;  but  till  Parliament  did  so,  he 
had  none,  and  the  petitioner  had  as  little 
in  respect  of  the  freehold  which  he  had 
mentioned.  The  piptitioner  had  refused 
to  produce  witnesses  in  support  of  his 
petition ;  but  what  their  lordships  might 
do,  acting  in  behalf  of  the .  public,  was 
another  question.  They  would  no  doubi 
examine  the  matter  with  that  attention 
which  the  importance  of  the  subject  un- 
questionably demanded;  but  as  for  Mr. 
Wallis,  it  appeared  to  him  at  present,  that 
he  had  no  interest  whatever  to  entitle  him 
to  be  heard.  He  agreed,  however,  that 
the  most  proper  course  would  be  to  ad- 
journ the  debate  on  the  petition  till  to- 
morrow. 

'  Earl  Sraii%>e  decidedly  agreed  with  his 
noble  relation  near  him,  and  the  noble 
lord  on  'the  woolsack,  in  every  respect 
except  one,  and  that  was  the  adjourning 


.  of  the  debate  on  the  petition,  for  in  his 
'  opinion  it  ought  to  be  rejected  imme- 
diately. A  petition  as  absurdly  worded, 
as  any  petition .  that  ever  came  before 
their  lor<^hi^|  ^a^  ^eeq^  fft&^n^ti  thie 
other  dity  firoiA  iiik  same  person*  Md  it 
was  found  to  have  no  proper  relation  to 
the  matter  with  regard  to  which  the  peti- 
tioner wished  to  be  heard.  It  was  there- 
fore withdrawn,  and  he  now  presented  an- 
other, but  he  had  stated  ths^t  he  did  not 
pledge  himself  to  support  it^  '  He  had 
only  presented  it  in  prder  to  raise  the 
(|U€fstion,  ahd  he  fully  agreed  that  the  pe- 
titioner had  no  interest  to  entit)q  l|im  to 
be  heard. 

The    debate    was    adjourned    till   to- 
morrow. 


Necociations  with  thb  GovxaNMBNT 
or  Naplbs.]  The  order  of  the  day  upon 
which  their  lordships  were  summoned 
being  read. 

Earl  Grey  said^  that  in  pursuance  of  the 
notice  which  he  had  some  days  ago  given/ 
it  had  been  his  intention  this  day  to  bave 
submitted  to  their  lordships  a  motion  for 
an  Address  to  the  Prince  negent,  praying 
that  he  would  be  pleased  to  lay  on  the; 
table  copies  of  the  negQciations  carried  on 
between  the  Government  of  this  country 
and  the  present  Government  of  Naplet^ 
with  a  view  to  bring  before  their  lord- 
ships and  the  public  the  eiigagementi 
which  had  been  entered  into  with  respect 
to  that  power,  and  the  justice  or  injostice 
of  our  proceeilings  with  regard  to  it.  He 
had  also  intended  to  have  made  a  state- 
ment to  their  lordships  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  them  the  grounds  upon  which  it 
appeared  to  him  that  such  a  motion  waa 
called  for.  It  had  been  contended,  that 
it  was  mock  better  to  wait  till  the  pro* 
ceedings  of  the  Coiigress  at  Vienna  cduld 
be  produced  entire  before  their  lordships^ 
in  order  that  the  various  subjects  which 
had  been  matter  of  arrangement  at  llie 
Congress  might  be  discussed  all  together, 
when  their  lordships  would  be  enabled  to 
see  the  nature  and  bearings  of  each  of  the 
parts,  both  as  considered  separately,  and 
as  viewed  in  connexion  with  the  rest* 
Admitting  that  such  was,  generally  speak- 
ing, the  most  desirable  course,  both  he  and 
others  had  contended,  that  there  were 
particular  cases  of  such  a  description  that 
the  general  rule  with  respect  to  them 
ought  to  be  departed  from.  Of  that  de- 
scription appeared  to  him  to  be  the  case 
of  Naples ; .  and  it  was  for  that  reason  that 
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the  King  of  Sicily;  and  though  this 
country  bad  guaranteed  Sicily  to  his 
Siciiian  Majesty,  yet,  howe?er  desirable 
anch  an  event  might  be,  we  had  come 
under  no  engageoient  to  procure  the  re* 
atoration  of  Naples  to  bis  Sicilian  Majesty, 
la  the  course  of  the  events  which  pre- 


the  last  war,  a  disposition  had  been  shown 
by  the  present  ruler  of  Naples  to  enter 
into  a  negociation  with  this  country  ;  and 
at  one  time  a  negociation  was  actually 
coBimenced,  though  nothing  grew  out 
of  that  negociation.  In  September  or 
October  1513,  another  negociation  was 
opened  with  the  same  person,  but  this 
negociation  was  terminated  by  his  junc* 
tion  with  Boonapart6  on  the  Elbe ;  and 
Jie  continued  to  assist  Buonaparte  till 
oiter  the  battle  of  Leipsic.  After  this 
event  further  overtures  of  negocistion 
were  made  by  him ;  and  the  most  anxious 
desire  was  expressed  by  the  Austrian  Go- 
vernment to  conclude  a  peace  with  the 
de  /ado  Government  of  Naples,  which 
they  represented  as  indispensable  to  the 
success  of  the  operations  then  going  on. 
He  allowed,  that  the  Allied  Powers  ac- 

Suiesced  in  this  proposal ;  and  he  had  no 
ifiicuUy  in  saying,  that  the  peace  be* 
iween  Austria  and  Naples,  though  nomi- 
nally between  those  countries  only,  wax 
not  concluded  without  the  consent  of  all 


such  as  he  had  stated  it,  was  received,  he 
had  viewed  it  with  a  considerable  degree 
of  jealousy »/because,  whether  Uoe  or  false, 
it  was  natural  lo  suppose  that  endeavdors 
would  be  used,  in  such  a  case,  to  give  a 
strained  construction  to  the  facts  of  it. 
Bat  when  his    noble  friend  (lord  Cas- 


ceded,  for  some  time,  the  conclusion  of   tlereagb)  arrived  at  Paris  in  the  month  of 


Great  Britain.      But  two  conditions  were 
always  coupled   with   this  peace:    first. 


condly.  That  marshal  Murat  should  cor- 
dially co-operate  with  the  Allies  in  the 
general  cause.  He  did  iu>t  wish  to  rest 
the  matter,  therefore,  on  the  mere  ar- 
mistice ;  he  would  admit,  that  provided  a 
compensation  should  be  given  to  the  King 
of  Siqily,  and  that  a  cordial  co-operation 
should  be  afibrded,  this  country  was  bound 
to  fallow  up  the  armistice  with  a  peace. 
It  became  essential,  then,  to  inquire  parti* 
cularly  into  this  point— whether,  on  his 
part,,  he-  had  actually  afforded  a  cordial 
co-operation  in  the  cause  of  the  Allies. 
Very  soon  after  the  conclusion  ofiithe 
Treaty,  there  were  reasons  for  suspecting^ 
from  a  variety  of  sources  of  information, 
that  he  was  actually  at  times,  not  cor* 
dially  co-operating,  but  playing  a  double 
part,  waiting  to  see  which  of  the  two 
great  parties  were  likely  to  have  the  ad- 
vantage, and  then  declaring  himself  for  the 
moat  powerful.     When  this  informatton» 


May,  he  received  information  from 
quarter  on  which  the  utmost  reliance 
could  be  placed,  and  which  gave  him  and 
the  Allied  Sovereigns  a  moral  convictioo 
that  a  communication  wassail  the  time 
kept  up  between  tlie  military  government 
of  France  and  marshal  Murat.  He  would 
not  at  present  disclose  the  source  of  the 
information,  though  no  doubt  was  left  as 
to^hefact..  He  had  already  stated  that 
marshal  Murat  could  only  expect  the 
armistice  cou^M  be  durable  in  proportion 
to  his  cordial  and  honest  ^o-operation. 
Upon  the  assembling  of  Congress  at 
Vienna,  the  same  communication  was 
made  to  them,  and  this  having  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  the  Sovereign  of  Naples, 
or  his  ministers  at  the  Congress,  a  long 
memoir  was  given  in  by  the  duke  de  Cam- 
pochiaro,  justifying  the  whole  of  Murat's 
conduct,  from  the  besinning  to  the  end  of 
the  campaign.  This  Memoir  was  referred 
to  a  person  in  every  respert  the  best  judge 
of  the  conduct  of  marshal  Murat,  the  of- 
6cer  commanding  the  Austrian  army,  with 


iheother  Allied  Powers,  and  among  others    whom   he  had  co-operated.     To  a  more 
^         ry*.'         «  .   .  ....  respectable  individual  an  appeal  could  not 

have  been  made.    General  Nugent  made 


That  a  compensation  for  Naples  should    a  long  Report  on  the  Memoir  laid  before 
be  given  to  the  King  of  Sicily  ;    and,  se-    him,  on   the  conduct  of   Murat  during 


the  campaign,  givmg  his  most  decided 
opinion«^not  a  loose  opinion,  but  an  opi-> 
nion  founded  on  facts,  which  he  brought 
forward,  that  not  only  had  Murat  not  co« 
operated  cordially,  but  he  had  even  vio- 
lated the  substance  of  the  engagement. 
On  the  receipt  of  this  report,  lord  Castle* 
reagh  felt  it  to  be  his  dotj^  to  ascertain 
this  matter  further,  and  he  sent  the 
Memoir  of  Campocbiaro,  and  general 
Nogent's  Report  on  it,  to  the  second  best 
authority,  lord  William  Bentinck,  who 
bad  concluded  the  armistice  with  Murat, 
and  also  co-operated  with  him.  Lord 
William  Bentinck's  Report,  which  would 
be  laid  before  the  House,  confirmed  the 
opinion  of  general  Nugent  by  an  enume- 
ration of  similar  facts,  and  contained  a 
distinct  opinion,  that  not  only  the  engage* 
ment  entered  into  had  not  been  fulfilled, 
but  that  no  doubt  remained  on  his  mind 
of  his  acting  in  direct  violation  of  it* 
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Vfery  liCtle  dottbt  wak  on  his  mind  as  to 
what  Was  the  notion  of  the  co*operation 
under  tke  engagement ;  bot  Other  papers 
woold  ilso  be  laid  before  them,  which 
woald  show  what  the  sentiments  of  the 
French  authorities  were  on  this  ftabject 
They  Woold  learn  thb  sentiments  of  the 
l^rton  who  was  at  piresent  the  heid  officer 
of  Polite  Jn  France,  of  Ihe  present  Rolfcr 
of  thai  coantrfi  of  the  cbmraandant  of 
An€008|  and  of  the  riberoy  Engene  Bean* 
fearnois.  I'faey  would  see  that  no  part  Of 
Ihe  engagement  of  the  Allies  bad  been 
acted  on  ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  there 
was  the  most  deliberate  treachery  on  the 
part  of  marshal  Marat.  He. hoped  that 
this  short  statement,  which  was  not  in- 
tended to  profoke  discussion,  would  do 
away  the  imputation  that  ihtk  couutryi 
.always  noted  for  its  good  faith,  had,  on 
any  ifuibble  or  neglect  of  form,  or  from 
the  eBgageinent  being  Expressed  in  a  dis- 
patch and  not  a  treaty,  availed  Itself  of 
any  such  circuabstanc^s  to  aroid  keeping 
an  engagement.which  if  the  other  party 
performed  honestly  their  part,  it  would  bie 
bound  to  fulfil.  The  Treaty  must  hafe 
depended  on  the  honest,  fair,  and  cordial 
Oo-operation  of  Morat.  Till  the  late 
^▼eots  had  occurred,  no  decision  of  Con- 
gress was  pronounced.  This. was  one  of 
the  qotfstioni  which  was  not  brought  foi^- 
Itard  at  an  early  period  of  the  negociation, 
and  it  was  not  settled  till  after  the  landing 
had  taken  place  which  had  led  to  the  re- 
newal of  hostilities.  He  could  not  allow  this 
occasion  to  pass  by  without  stating  what 
were  the  grounds  on  Which  his  Majesty'^ 
Government  had  proceeded.  He  admitted 
that  he  would  hot  have  been  j)ustified  in 
making  this  statement,  if  he  v^as  liot  at 
the  same  time  prepared  to  follow  it  up  by 
the  production  of  the  whole  of  the  dhoeo- 
ments.  The  noblis  earl  coilcloded  with 
moving  an  Address  for  the  prodaction  of 
the  papers  in  quMion. 

Earl  Grej^  said,  that  the  noble  earl  had 
not  followed  the  example  which  he  had  set 
him  of  abstaining  from  all  di^ussion  tiH 
•fbor  the  House  were  in  possession  of  the 
requisite  information.  Even  now,  how- 
Over,  notwithstanding  all  thai  had  b^en 
said,  he  would  not  go  into  much  discus^ 
sion,  .though  on  some  points  ho  could  not 
avoid  statmg  a*  few  words*  The  noble 
earl  had  stated  the  notore  of  our  previous 
«Dg*gvncnt  with  Sicily-^an  engagement 
solemnly  entered  into,  and  since  con* 
firmed  and  strengthened  by  a  coincidence 
of  circumstances.    In  jconsequence  of  the 


ailianco  with  us,  Sicily  had  been  involved 
In  war  with  FrAnce^  and  had  thereby  lost 
the  kingdom  of  Naples.  The  noble  earl 
had  cehalnly  stated  this.engagement  ^ith 
the  King  of  Sicily  in  too  tow  a  tone, 
when  hfe  said  that  it  did  not  bind  us  to  a 
restorktidn  of  his  ancient  dominioni*  M 
the  engagement  did  not  bring  ns  to  this 
in  e±preBS  tferms,  it  certAinly  went  very- 
near  it)  for  in  the  Treaty  of  July,  I804> 
there  was  an  express  provision,  that  Sicily 
shoold  enter  into  no  peace  with  France  in 
which  Eogland  was  not  included;  and 
therefore^  if  Sicily  could  make  no  peabe 
with  Francci  were  we  not  bound  to  take  thfc 
utmost  care  of  t|ie  interests  of  his  Sicilian 
Maieity  ?  It  did  not  bind  us  in  express 
terms  to  a  restriction  of  his  ancient  domi* 
nions;  but  it  fdrmed  a  ground  for  inqniry* 
whether  the  pressol-e  Of  the  wi^r  was  sack 
as  to  force  us  to  relinquish  the  ilccctaipli^* 
inff  such  an  object  for  that  mohai'ch*  He 
did  not  say  tint  cifcnmslances  of  necei* 
sity  tnigbt  not  aris^  When  that  decisievr, 
however  painful,  became  necessary;  bi^i 
nothing  except  ^n  over-rulinc  necessity 
ought  to  have  compelled  us  to  depart  from 
such  an  object.  He  f^ould  not  at  premdt 
enter  into  the  question,  whether  Austria 
ought  to  have  b^en  relieved  firom  the 
pressuro  of  the  person  who  held  the  go* 
yernmcint  of  Naples,  at  the  expense  of  tha 
good  faith  and  honont  of  this  comitryv 
pledged  to  the  King  of  Sicily.  All  be 
now  wanted  was,  the  establishing  that  a 
decision  had  been  taken  for  relinquishin[ 
the  engagement  with  Sroily,  and  becominj 
parties  to  th^  Treaty  betweein  Austria  an< 
Napk#,  in  which  the  kingdom  of  Naples 
was  gnaranleed  to  the  present  sovereign 
against  all  attack.  This  important  treaty 
was  concluded  on  the  11th  of  January^ 
and  acceded  to  by  the  Allies.  In  conse^ 
queilce  o£  letters  written  by  lord  Castle* 
reagh,  from  Basle,  an  armistice  was  con* 
eluded  between  Great  Britain  and  NApler, 
on  the  9d  of  February  consisting  of  four 
articles— not  a  merer  suspension  of  hosti* 
lides,  but  more  t»  the  natu^  of  a  Treaty 
of  peace  aild  alliance.  He  stipulated,  1st. 
Thai  there  shoold  be  a  cessation  of  hostili« 
ties  by  sea  and  land.  0d,  That  there  shoold 
be  a  free  commerce  in  articles  not  pro* 
hibited,  and  that  all  p6rta  occupied  by 
the  British  arms  should  -be  open  to  the 
Neapolitan  flag,  which  was  a  renewal  of 
oomosercialretatwns.  Sdlvv  That  a  notice 
of  three  months  should  be  ^cn  of  the 
intentknl  to  break  the  armistite ;  and  the 
4lh  article  related  to  a  conTcntioii  for  a 
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plan  of  combined  operations.  Tbis  was 
a  convention  for  military  co«op^ralion, 
which,  in  point  of  fact,  actoally  took 
place.  It  did,  in  ppint  of  fact«  con^m 
the  Aoitrian  Treaty,  gaaranteeing  to 
Murat  the  full  and  entire  sovereignty  of 
Naples.  On  the  15th  of  February  the 
convention  of  Troves  was  entered  into,  of 
which  the  3d  article  awarded  to  the  King 
of  Sicily  a  liberal  indemnity  in  Italy,  ac- 
cording to  the  scale  of  his  losses,  and  the 
means  at  the  disposal  of  the  Allied  Powers. 
But  this  Treaty  did  not  consist  only  of 
ostensible  and  public  articles,  for  there 
were  two  secret  articles,  in  which  it  was 
stipulated,  not  only  that  the  Sovereign  of 
Naples  should  be  maintained  in  pos- 
session of  his  sovereignty,  but  also  that 
he  should  receive  an  accession  of  ter- 
ritory for  his  claims  on  -the  kingdom  of 
Sicily ;  and  in  that  article  (he  noble  secre- 
tary and  the  Allies  then  began'  the  new 
jnode  of  calculation,  by  which  the  inba- 
Utants  of  a  country  were  numbered  like 
so  many  cattle— the  King  of.  Naples  to 
reoeive  an  accession  of  territory  compre- 
hending not  less  than  400,000  souls. 
Tbe  noble  earl  then  proceeded  to  notice 
the  confirmation  of  the  Convention  in  the 
conferences  at  ChatiUon,  and  the  letter  of 
jord  Castlereagh  to  lord  William  Bentinck, 
of  the  3d  of  April,  respecting  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  King  of  Sicily ;  and  he 
inferred,  from  all  he  had  stated,  that  the 
engagement  amounted  to  a  preliminary 
treaty  of  alliance,  to  the  iblfilment  of 
vthich  the  King  of  Naples  had  aright,  if 
such  right  was  not  forfeited  by  some  pro- 
ceeding of  his  own.-^He  now  came  to  the 
two  considerations  on  which  the  fulfilment 
was  stated  to  depend.  The  first  of  these 
was  the  indemnity  to  Sicily,  and  the  se- 
cond a  co*operation ;— no ;  not  a  co-ope- 
ration, but  a  cordial  co-operation  between 
Murat  and  the  Allies.  With  respect  to 
the  indemnity,  it  was  not  to  be  taken 
from  Marat's  dominions,  but  from  the 
disposable  fund  possessed  by  th^  Allies ; 
and  except  he  endeavoured  to  defeat  or 
oppose  such  indemnity,  nothing  on  this 
point  could  be  laid  to  his  charge.  In 
entering  on  the  subject  of  the  co«opera- 
tioo,  he  entreated  their  lordships  to  be-- 
lieve,  thftt  he  was  not  disposed  to  be  the 
iipologist  of  that  person ;  but  it  was  cer- 
tain, that  the  military  co-operation  which 
was  wished  for,  «nd  which  had  relieved 
Austria  from  the  pressure  which  prevented 
her  from  directing  her  efibrts  with  vigour 
sgainst.  France,   was   actually  obtained. 


Marshal  Murat,  after  the  Treaty  of  tb» 
11th  of  Janoaryi  first  occupied  Tuscany 
and  the  Roman  states,  took  Ancona  after 
a  siege  of  eight  days,  and  arrived  at  lass 
on  the  Po.  The  great  benefit  derived 
from  this  was  evident  from  the  procbima- 
tion  of  geneiml  Bellegarde.  The  viceroy 
vras  obliged  to  take  a  defensive  position 
behind  the  Mincio,  and  prevented  from 
any  thing  more,  than  defensive  operations. 
To  his  army  of  45,000  men,  stated  to  be 
of  the  most  excellent  description,  and  on 
which  such  stress  was  laid  in  defending 
the  Treaty  of  Fontaiobleau,  General 
Bellegarde  had  only  30,000  to  oppose. 
If  Murat  had  added  his  foroe  to  that  of 
the  viceroy,  general  Bellegarde  would 
have  been  compelled  to  go  behind  the 
Tagliamento,  an4  from  the  easy  access 
to  Vienna  from  that  quarter,  Austria  would 
no  longer  have  been  able  to  continue  her 
efforts  for  the  cause  of  the  alliance;  and 
as  it  was  by  the  most  narrow  accident  in 
xhe  world  that  it  succeeded  at  last,  ihey 
owed  to  the  co-operation  of  Murat  that 
success  in  all  probability.  It  was. top  late 
to  come  forward  how  and  say,  that  he  did 
not  act  with  all  the  cprdiality  which 
might  have  been  wished.  He  wished  to 
derer  saying  any  thing '  however  on  tbts 
sobjecti  till  he  should  see  the  reports  of 
general  Nugent  and  lord  William  Ben* 
tineki  and  of  the  latter  more  especially, 
knowing,  as  he  did,  that  he  not  only  pos* 
sessed  the  highest  degree  of  truth  and 
honour,  but  a  clear  and  excellent  under- 
standings and  that  he  was  not  likely  to 
have  an  undue  bias  either  on  one  side  or 
another*.  He  was  not  the  apologist  of 
Murat ;  but  he  contended  that  we  had  had 
the  benefit  of  the  co-operation  of  Murat, 
though  not  probably  to  the  extent  which 
was  expected.  We  owed  to  it,  however, 
the  success  of  tb^  campaign,  and  we 
ought  to  be  very  cautious,  therefore,  how 
we  set  aside  an  engagement  in  virtue  of 
which  we  had  derived  so  many  advan- 
tages. If  the  noble  earl  were  to  examine 
accurately  into  the  subject,  he  would  find, 
perhaps,  that  without  any  treachei^y  or 
bad  faith  on  the  part  of  Murat,  his  co« 
operation  might  not  have  been  so  active- 
as  they  expected*  Had  those  charges  of' 
bad  faith  and  treachery  been  made 
openly  ?  If  not,  the  circumstances  were 
still  more  suspicious.  They  might  be- 
true ;  but  if  so,  they  oegbt  ta  have  been 
made  openly,  and  followed  up  by  assist- 
ing the  King  of  Sicily  to  recover  his  an^ 
cieot  dominions.    This  would  have  been 
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sound  policy  as  well  as  strict  justice,  for 
if  tfee  character  of  marthal  Murat  ^as 
such  us  the  noble  earl  had  represented  it 
to  be,  considering  the  state  of  Europe, 
considering  the  situation  of  Italy  (declared 
by  every  one  to  be  in  the  greatest  danger), 
having  such  a  case  against  marshal  Marat» 
it  was  the  height  of  impolicy  to  suffer  a 
man  who  had  exhibited  such  treachery 
and  perfidy,  to  wait  until  ani  opportunity 
offered  to  set  fire  to  the  magazine  of  com- 
bustibles which  had  been  accumolated. 
This  was  primd  facie  a  strong  case  against 
his  Majesty's  ministers.  But,  in  the  mean 
time,  what  had  been  done?  Their  lord- 
ships had  all  seen  the  letter  from  the  prince 
of  Senevento  to  lord  Castlereagh*  (and  he 

«  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Prince  De 
Talleyrand  to  Lord  Viscount  Castle- 
reagh,  dated  Vienna,  Dec.  15,  ISl^. 

<' My  lord;— Yon  desire  me  to  make 
known  to  you  in  what  manner  I  conceive 
the  affair  of  Naples  ought  to  be  settled  in, 
Congress;  for  as  there  is  a  necessity  of 
settling  it,  it  is  a  point  upon  which  there 
ought  not  to  be  one  moment  of  oncertsiniy 
in  a  mind  like  yours.  It  would  be  for 
ever  a  subject  of  reproach,  and  I  will  say, 
even  an  eternal  subject  of  shame,  if  the 
right  of  sovereignty  over  an  ancient  and 
fine  kingdom,  lilce  that  of  Naples,  being 
contested,  Europe  united  Cor  the  first  time 
(and  probably  for  the  last)  in  general 
congress,  should  leave  undecided  a  ques- 
tion of  this  nature,  and,  sanctioning  in 
some  degree  ustirpation  by  its  silence, 
should  give  ground  for  the  opinion,  that 
the  only  source  of  right  is  force.  I  hare 
not  at  the  same  time  to  convince  your 
excellency  of  the  rights  of  Ferdinand  4. 
England  has  never  ceased  to  recognise 
them.  In  the  war  in  which  he  lost 
Naples,  England  was  his  ally.  She  has 
been  since,  and  is  so  still.  Never  has  she 
recognised  the  title  that  the  person  who 
now  governs  at  Naples  assumes,  nor  the 
right  which  this  title  supposes :  therefore, 
iq  concurring  to  assure  the  rights  of  king 
Ferdinand,  England  has  only  one  plain 
thing  to  do— which  is  to  declare  in  Con- 
gress what  she  has  always  recognised,  that 
Ferdinand  4.  is  the  legitimate  sovereign 
of  the  kingdom  of  Naples. 

*'  Perhaps  England,  heretofore  the  ally 
of  Ferdinand  4,  desires  still  to  be  so. 
Perhaps  she  may  believe  her  honour  de- 
mands that  she  should  assist,  if  need  be, 
with  her  forces,  for  his  regaining  the 
crown  of  which  he  has  been  recognised 


was  persuaded  that  most  of  them  had  felt 
the  deepest  shame  on  its  perusal );  a  letter 
which  proved,  that  though  we  were  not 
disposed  to  any  manly  and  vigorous  ope- 
rations, we  were  quite  ready  to  adopt  all 
kinds  of  secret  and  underhand  proceed- 
ings. I  repeat,  continued  lord  Grey,. that, 
no  doubt  all  your  lordships  have  seen  this 
extraordinary  letter,  and  have  jeen  it  with 
feelings  of  resentment  for  the  injured 
honour,  for  the  humiliation  and  shame  of 
the  remaining  character  of  this  country, 
so  deeply  involved,  and  so  much  more  ao 
if  it  were  written  hot  merely  on  the 
writer's  own  notion,,  but  as  the  reply  to 
some  preceding  communication  from  the 
British  .minister.    I  trust,  my  lords,  that 

the  sovereign ;  but  this  is  not  an  obliga- 
ti)bntthat  can  flow  from  a  pure  and  simple 
aeknowledgmeht  of  the  rights  of  this 
prince,  because  the  recognition  of  a  risht 
does  not  naturally  carry  with  it  any  other 
obligation,  than  that  of  doing  nothins 
that  miy  be  contrary  to  such  right,  and 
of  not  supporting  any  pretension  that  may 
be  set  up  against  it.  It  does  not  carry 
with  it  the  obligation  of  fighting  in  hia 
defence^ 

"  It  may  be  that  I  deceive  m3rse1f,  but 
it  appears  to  me  infinitely  probable,  that 
a  frank  and  unanimous  declaration  of  the 
Powers  of  Europe^  and  the  cer tilode  of  the 
person  who  now  governs  at  Naples,  that 
be  would  not  be  supported  by  any  one, 
would  render  useless  the  employment  oi 
force;  but  if  the  contrary  should  happen, 
those  only  of  the  allies  of  King  Ferdi- 
nand  would  be  necessary,  who  should 
think  proper  to  lend  him  their  support, 

^'  Is  it  feared  that,  in  this  case,  the  war 
should  spread  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
kingdom  of  Naples^  and  that  the  tran- 
quillity of  Italy  should  again  be  inter* 
rupted  ?  Is  it  (eared  that  foreign  troops 
should  again  traverse  Italy  ?  These  fears 
may  be  obviated  by  stipulating  that  the 
kingdom  of  Naples  should  not  be  at* 
tacked  by  the  Italian  continent.  Austria 
appears  to  be  engaged  towards  him,  who 
governs  at  Naples,  to  guarantee  him  from 
all  attack  on  this  side ;  and  if,  as  we  are 
assured,  Austria  has  only  engaged  herself 
for  this  (how  can  it  be  supposed  that  the 
Emperor  has  given  his  guarantee  against 
the  rights  of  a  prince,  at  once  bis  uncle 
and  his  father-in-law,  to  the  possession 
of  a  kingdom  which  he  lost  in  making 
common  cause  with  Austria),  she  cannot 
be  embarrassed  in  reconciling  with  justice 
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Ifcal  WM  nol  the  c«M.  I  tritl  that  thai 
kttrr  if  attrtbvtable  only  to  the  auMter* 
^and  that  U  ikillad  io  NCh  pradoctioor; 
fer,  in  iha  wortt  tnuuactioii  of  tba  wont 
period  of  the  worst  gofemoieiil  that  ever 
exitted^n  ihe  vilest  deceit,  the  niott  in- 
ftmooa  perfidy,  the  fbalett  crine  that  ever 
occorred— in  the  blackest  record  of  fraud 
and  Impottore  that  is  to  be  met  with  in 
the  aotiaU  of  the  world,  nothing  can  be 
fcand  more  flagrant  and  heinoos-— nothing 
more  hatefol  for  its  treachery— -nothing 
aiore  eootemptible  for  its  baseness*  Still 
in  that  paper  not  a  word  was  said  of  the 
King  of  Naples  having  fbrfetied  his  sove- 
reignty by  his  coodoct*  All  that  was 
said  was.  that  alihoagh  he  could  not  be 
attacked  through  Italy,  he  was  assailable 
by  sea ;  and  the  writer^  with  a  degree  of 
insoU  to  hb  correspondent  which  it  was 
difficult  to  conceive  howe  British  minister 
could  bear»  concloded  that  lord  Castle- 
reagh  had  authority  from  his  Court  to 
assent  to  the  iproposed  measure,  and,  if 
not,  requested  that  he  would  obtain  tt« 
He  would  abstain  from  saying  any  thing' 
further  on  the  subject  "at  present.  All 
that  he  now  stated  was,  that  it  required  a 
very  strong  case  to  exempt  the  Allies 
from  the  engagements  into  which  they 

and  with  the  natural  sentimenu  of  afihc* 
tton,  the  engagements  into  which  extra* 
ordinary  circumstances  made  her  enter. 

^  It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  we 
may  at  one  and  the  same  time  sstisfy  all 
onr  duties,  and  all  our  interests,  and  all 
oor  engagements,  by  an  article  such  as 
the  following  :«^ 

«<  «  Europe,  united  in  Congrem,  recog* 
nises  his  Msjesty  Ferdinand  4,  as  King  of 
Naples.  Ail  the  Powers  engage  to  one 
nnoiber  not  to  favour,  nor  to  support  di- 
rectly or  indirectly  any  pretensiona  op* 
Msite  to  thr  rights  which  appertain  to 
him  in  this  title ;  but  the  troops  which  the 
Powers  foreign  to  July,  and  ihe  allies  of 
his  said  Majesty,  may  march  to  the  sup- 
port of  his  cause,  cannot  traverse  Italy/ 

**  I  persuade  myself,  my  lord,  that 
your  excellencfy  is  sufficiently  authorized 
to  subscribe  soch  a  clause,  and  thSt  you 
have  no  need  of  a  more  special  aothorixa* 
tion ;  but  if  you  should  think  otherwise, 
I  shall  request  of  you  to  require  this 
nothority  without  delay,  as  you-  have 
been  good  enough  to  permit  me  so  to 
do  (ainsi  quHslle  a  bien  voolu  me  le  per- 
mettre).  •*  Agree,  Itc.  &c. 
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had  enteftd  with  marshal  Murat,  "tho 
mose  especially  as  they  had  experienced 
important  eo-operation  f^om  him  under 
circomfiances  of  a  very  critical  nature. 
The  question  would  be  fblly  ^pen  to  die* 
cossion  when  their  lordships  should  como 
to  the  consideration  of  the  papers  to  be 
produced  by  the  noble  earl.  He  should 
wait  to  see  those  documents;  and  if  they 
appesred  to  him  to  be  defective,  he  had 
no  doubt  that  the  noble  earl  would  have 
the  candour  to  supply  the  deficiency. 
He  repeated,  that  in  bis  opinion  this  waa  a 
case  which  demanded  that  a  commaniea* 
tion  should  have  been  made  to  their  lord* 
ships  from  the  Crown ;  .that  all  the  papera 
should  have  been  laid  on  their  lorashipa 
table  by  command  of  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Uegent,  accompanied  by  an 
explanatory  statement  oin  the  part  of  hia 
Majesty's  ministers. 

The  Earl  of  LtoafoU  did  not  rise  to 
prolong  the  discussion,  bet  to  say  that  ha 
so  fsr  agreed  with  the  noble  earl,  that  if 
the  papers  which  he  would  produce  should 
not  be  considered  saCllfKtory,  it  would  be 
perfectly  just  to  supply  any  deficiency 
which  miffht  exist  in  them.  He  must* 
however,  beg  leave  to  offer  to  their  lord* 
ships  a  few  words  in  explanation  of  hia 
former  statement.  No  specific  obligation 
had  ever  been  entered  into  to  restore  the 
kingdom  of  Naples  to  the  King  of  Sicily. 
It  was  clear  that  cases  might  occur  in 
which  the  interests  of  the  King  of  Sicily 
might  be  distinct  from  the  restoration  of 
Naples  to  him.  His  Majesty's  Govern* 
ment  was  bound,  in  consequence  of  tbo 
Treaty  between  the  Coorts  of  Vienna  and 
Naples,  to  secure  to  his  Sicilian  Majesty 
an  adequate  remuneration  for  the  lose 
which  he  would  sustain.  It  was  distinctly 
notified  to  Austria,  to  Naples,  and  to  all 
the  other  Powers  concerned,  that  the  con* 
dition  on  which  we  agreed  to  the  peace 
with  marshal  Murat,  was,  that  an  adequate 
compensation  should  be  afibrded  to  his 
Sicilian  Majesty.  He  perfectly  agreed 
with  the  noble  earl,  that  we  were  bbund 
to  follow  up  the  Treaty  between  Austria 
and  Naples  by  a  peace  with  the  latter 
power.  The  questioa  which  it  would  bo 
for  their  lordships  to  discuss  when  the 
papers  should  be  before  them  would  be, 
whether  there  had  been  that  kind  of  co* 
operation  on  the  part  of  marshal  Mural 
which  vitty  body  must  have  understood 
was  the  condition  of  the  arrangements 
made  by  the  Allies  with  him.  The  noble 
earl  hskd  asserted  that  the  cause  of  the 
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AlHe«  bid'  deriftd  great  adTantage  from 
bis  co-operalioB.  The  papers  would, 
howe?ert  show,  that  persons  of  very  high 
authority  were  of  a  different  opinion. 
Lord  William  Bentinck  (of  whose  cha- 
racter the  noble  earl  had  spoken  with 
aach  just  respect)  entertained  consider- 
able doubts  whether*  on  a  consideration  of 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  transaction* 
more  good  or  more  evil  had  resulted  from 
marshal  Murat's  co-operation ;  and  whe- 
tber«  had  the  Allies  refused  to  conclude 
the  armistice,  they  would  not  have  ob- 
tained greater  advantages  in  Italy  than 
with  his  co-operation,  so  conducted  a»  it 
had  been.  If  that  .was  the  fact,  combined 
with  suspicions,  vand  still  more,  combined 
with  evidence  of  his  treachery,  the  Allies 
were  unquestionably  justi6ed  in  consider- 
ing themselves  .absolved  from  their  en- 
gagements. He  should  be  perfectly  pre- 
pared, on  the  production  of  the  documents, 
to  defend  and  justify  every  part  of  the 
transaction  on  the  soundest  views  of  policy 
and  on  the  strictest  principles  of  justice. 

•  Lord  GrenvUlc  did  not  know  how  he 
could  regularly  oppose  the  production  of 
papers,  which  hi^s  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
State  thought  it  was  fit,  both  in  time  and 
manner,  to  produce.  It  appeared  to  him 
highly  proper  to  adhere,  on  such  occasions 
as  the  present,  to  the  establbhed  prin- 
ciples of  parliamentary  usage ;  and  having 
been  told  by  the  noble  earl  that  we  were 
in  actual  hostility  with  the  person  who 
was,  de  JudOg  King  of  Naples  there 
could  be  no  doubt  that  a  communication 
of  that  fact  ought  to  be  made  by  the 
Crown,  calling  upon  Parliament  for  that 
support,  which  bad  never  been  refused,  in 

•  case  in  which  the  honour  of  the  Crown, 
the  maintenance  of  good  faith  with  our 
Allies,  or  the  just,  rights  and  interests  of 
the  country  were  involved.  The  noble 
earl  had  stated  that  there  was  no  prece- 
dent of  such  a  communication  on  the  rup* 
tore  of  an  armistice;  but  there  were  many 
inch  precedents  of  communication,  on  the 
rupture  of  negociations,  of  the  pacific  issue 
of  which  much  less  hope  had  been  enter- 
tained than  of  that  of  the  armistice  in 
question.  This  was  not  merely  a  matter 
of  form.  There  were  few  of  our  forms 
in  which  there  was  not  essential  substance ; 
and  if  he  were  called  on  to'  point  out  one, 
an  adherence  to  which  was  more  essential 
to  the  preservation  of  the  conatitotional 
principles  of  Parliament  than  another,  he 
fvould  declare  that  it  was  that  which,,  in 
the  present  instance,  was  luureservedly 


Tielated*  He  had  witoesscid  with  great 
concern,  and,  if  he  might  take  the  liberty 
to  My  90,  with  much  disapprobation^  ano- 
ther most  essential  departure  from  ancient 
nisage,  in  the  way  in  which  a  treaty,. not 
ratified,  but  of  the  highest  importance^, 
bad  been  laid  before  Parliament,  as  tho 
substance  of  an  engagementnot  concluded^ 
and  of  the  precise  stipulations  of  which, 
therefore,  it  was^mpossible  thatParlia* 
ment  could  be  in  possession.  For  substan- 
tial reasons  it  was  the  established  usaco 
that  the  engagements  of  ministers  on  tho 
question  of  peace  or  war,  however  those 
ministers  were  invested  with  the  fullest 
powers  of  neffociation,  were  never  consi* 
dered  as  binding  on  their  respective  sove* 
reigns  until  they  had  been  brought  under 
their  immediate  view,  and  had  received 
their  ratification.  Then,  and  not  till  then^ 
ought  a  treaty  to  be  laid  before  Parlia* 
ment.  In  the  present  instance,  the  Treaty- 
had  not  even  been  ratified  by  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  but  with  the 
accompaniqnent  of  an  explanatory  decla* 
ration.  The  probability  was,  that  this 
declaration  would  occasion  a  counter^ 
declaration,  without  of  course  bv  possibi- 
lity knowing  the  nature  of  which,  the 
Treaty  had  been  laid  on  the  table,  and  had 
become  subject  to  the  discussion  of  Par* 
liomonl.  With  respect  to  t^e  papera 
Dp9r  moved  fior,  one  of  two  propositiona 
must  be  true.  Either  the  transactions  to 
which  they  referred  had  arrived  at  a  9tage 
which  rendered  it  fit  that  they  should  be 
communicated  to  Parliament,  or  they  had 
not.  If  they  had  not,  the  noble  earl  was  • 
leading  their  lordships  into  an  error  in 
proposing  ^  address  for  their  production. 
If  they  had,  wh^t  could  relieve  his  Ma« 
jesty's  ministers  from  the  sacred  duty  of 
advising  bis  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  on  this  renewal,  or  rather  on  this 
commencement  of  a  war,  to  lay  before 
Parliament  all  the  information  necessary 
•to  enable  them  to  form  a  judgment  on  the 
merits  of  the  case  ?  By  assemiag  to  the 
motion  tho  duties  of  ministers,  would  be 
transferred  to  Parliament,  who  would  take 
on  themselves  the  responsibility  which 
oughtno  attach  alone  to  the  servants  of  the 
Crown :  and  Parliament  would  thus  re* 
lieve  the  Executive  Government  from  their 
responsibility,  with  the  inconvenience  oit 
their  part  of  not  knowing  to  what  exact 
point  to  frame  their  Address,  while,  if  the 
information  were  contained  in  a  sponta- 
neous message  from  the  Crown,  it  would 
be  communicated  with  the  distinct  puf- 
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Eose  of  enabling  Parliament  to  deternHoe 
ow  far  the  conduct  of  tbe  Power  with 
ethara  we  had  commenced  war  joatified 
hostility  on  oar  part^  In  concloeion,  his 
lordship  ezpreeied  a  hope  that  tbe  noble 
earl  woold  withdraw  his  motion)  and^  when 
the  proper  time  came'i  that  be  would  ad- 
vise the  Crown  to  lay  the  papers  pefort 
Parliament. 

Earl  Bathurst  said,  it  had  been  asserted, 
that'the  Address  waa  moved  for  the  pur- 
pose of  explaining  the  grounds  of  tbe  com* 
mtpcemedt  of  hostilities.    Bot  that  was 
Bot  tbe  ground  of  the  motion.    Ministers 
bad  been  charged   with  breach  of  faith 
and  gross  miscondoct,  and  the  House  was 
summoned  this  day  to  hear  that  charge 
madegood,  or  to  Tote  for  papers  which 
should  prove  that  charge.  It  had  not  been 
thought  proper  to  make  tbe  charge ;   but 
his  noble  friend  had  deemed  it  essential  to 
Ihe  hoDow.  of  his  Majesty'  Government  to 
pot  the  House  in  possession  of  those  pa* 
pars,  in  order  to  vindicate  that  honour. 
The  Houae  woold  understand,  therefore, 
that  the  papers  were  not  produced  to  ez- 
plmn  the  {(rounds  of  the  commencement 
of  hostilities^  bot  to  vindicate  the  conduct 
of  ministers  from  the  charge  of  the  noble 
lord  opposite.    As  to  the  assertion  of  his 
noble  friend,  that  it  was  contrary  to  all  pre* 
cedent  that  there  should  be  no  eoromuni- 
eatjon  from  tbe  Crown  on  this  subjeci,  be 
cowld  alsure  him  that  there  was  no  in- 
atance  of  a  communication  from  tbe  Crown 
upon  the  rupture  of  an  armistice.    But 
then  the  noble  lord  bad  identified    an 
armistice  with  a  negociation,  to  which  it 
was  not  at  all  similar.    There  never  was 
•ny  formal  notification  of  the  existence  of 
sin  armistice;  and  negociations  were  often 
¥rokenoff  without  any  notice  being  given 
to  the  House.     With  respect  to  the  Treaty 
tof .Vienna,  it  had  been  moved  for  by  a 
Boble  lord,  who  usually  voted  with  the 
iQpposition,  and  was  not  laid  upon  the  table 
by  mininters  without  the  consent  of  the 
Jloose.     A^l   the  objectionable  circum- 
stances were  ftnewo  when  it  was  moved, 
ibr  it  was  known  to  be  a  treaty  not  rati- 
fied, and  with  a  declaration  affixed  to  it; 
and  the  House,  with  the  knowledge  of  all 
.this,'  had  consented  to  the  mo^n,  in  tea- 
•aeauence  of  which  its  substance  was  laid^ 
•before  them.    As  to  the  disrespect  which 
oioistera  were-charged  with  having  shown 
tbe  House,  all  they  did  was  to<adf  l«e  the 
King  to  produce  the  substance  of  the 
•  Treaty  ii^  consequence  of  the  tote  of  tbe 
Hou^  Jfit  waaobjectioiiablatoprodoce 


the  substance  of  a  treaty  before  its  ratifi- 
cation, as  he  agreed  it  was,  bis  Majesty's 
ministers  were  innocent  of  the  ofieoce. 

Lord  Crri;fiei2/f  protested  against  being 
considered  as  a  participator  in  everv 
measure  consented  to  by  his  Majesty  s 
ministers  which  he  did  not  directly  op* 
pose.  He  could  assure  the  noble  earl, 
that  it  was  one  of  many  motions,  some* 
brought  forward  by  individuals  with  whom 
he  generally  acted,  and  others  introduced 
by  the  noble  earl  and  his  colleagues* 
which  he  did.  not  approve  of,  although  he 
did  not  formally  object  to  them.  What 
the  noble  earl  had  stated,  proved  the  in* 
convenience  of  granting  imperf(^ct  docu- 
ments. Ministt^rs  ougnt  to  know  what 
pspers  it  was  proper  or  improper  to  grant, 
since  they  alone  were  informed  of  their 
contents.  If  ministers  would  discbarge 
their  duty  in  making  communications 
from  the  Crown  to  the  House,  the  respon- 
sibility of  producing  those  papers  woold 
fall  on  them  alone :  bat  when  they  re- 
sorted to  the  inconvenient  mode  of  an  ad- 
dress to  produce  papers,  they  reserved  to 
themselves  tbe  power  of  saying,  each  pro- 
duction is  not  the  act  of  his  Majesty's 
Government,  but  only  the  dutiful  com- 
pliance of  ministers  with  the  address  of 
the  Housed 

.Earl  Cny  denied,  that  he  bad  made 
any  long  speech,  with  reference  to  the 
war  in  Italy,  which  contained  charges 
against  his  Majesty's  ministers.    He  had 
stated  to  the  House,  on  a  former  night, 
the  existence  of  a  war  between  the  Nea- 
politans and  Austrians.  The  circumstance 
appeared  to  him  of  such  a  nature,  as  called 
for  the  early  attention  of  Parliament,  and 
he,  therefore,  desired  an  answer  from  the 
I  noble  lord  opposite,  as  to  the  state  in 
which  this  country  was  placed  with  re- 
spect to  our  relations  with  Naples.     The 
answer  of  the  noble  lord  was,  that  the 
only  relation   was  the   existence  of  an 
armistice,  which,  in  consequence  of  events 
that  had  recently  occurred,  would  pro* 
bably  be  put  an  end  to.    Not  conceiving 
this  to  be  a  sufficient  answer,  he  alluded 
to  the  existence  of  a  treaty,  to  which  he 
understood  this  ciountry  was  pledged,  and 
|[ave  noUce,  that  he  would-  brin^  the  sub- 
ject under  tb^  oonsideration  of  tne  House. 
In  this   course,  he  was  determined    lo 
persist ;   bot/irtien  be  came  down  to  the 
House  this  day,  he  learned  that  the  noble 
earl  intended  to  grant  the  papers;  and, 
therefore  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  to 
iostitttie  a  daicnstioa  where  the  ol]ject  was 
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conceded.  He  abstained  from  ditcaiaion, 
feeKng  what  wat  ao  forcibly  preued  by 
his  noble  Triencly  that  a  commonication 
ahoold  have  been  made  from  the  Thnme, 
folly  detailing  the  circamstances  of  the 
case.  The  iplbrroation  he  considered  very 
material ;  but  it  ought  to  have  been 
granted  in  a  difierent  mianner.  The  words 
of  the  motion  were  very  general ;  but 
what  he  understood  was,  that  Government 
would  produce  all  the  negociations  that 
had  taken  place  between  the  present  King 
•f  Naples  and  our  minister,  prior  to  the 
armittice— -the  armistice  itself-— and  all 
communications  that  had  been  made  after 
it  was  agreed  to.  He  thought  that  the 
Hoose  should  also  be  put  in  possession  of 
two  Reports-^the  one  from  general  Nu- 
gent, the  other  from  lord  William  Ben* 
iinck*  and  any  anawers  made  to  the 
charges  contained  therein.  He  concei  ved 
it  would  also  be  material,  that  there  should 
be  laid  before  the  House  any  representa- 
tions made  on  the  conduct  of  marshal 
JAurat,  either  by  marshal  Bellegarde,  wbo 
was»coromander  of  the  Austrian  forces  in 
Italy,  or  by  sir  Robert  Wilson,  who  was 
our  military  resident  with  the  army.  He 
was  convinced  there  must  have  been  re« 
proentations  made  by  those  individuals, 
and,  if  they  were  not  laid  before  the 
House,  h6  sh6ttld  move  for  them  at  some 
•future  day. 

The  Earl  of  LiMf7»oo/ said,  that  all  com- 
munications between  this  Government  and 
that  of  Naples,  respecting  the  armistice, 
would  be  laid  before  the  House.  If  other 
documents  were  wanted,  it  would  be  ne» 
cessary  to  move  for  them. 

Earl  Grrysaid,  he  mentioned  the  dif- 
ferent documents  now,  in  order  to  save 
time.  The  Reports  of  general  Nugent 
and  lord  William  Bentinck,  as  well  as  the 
^representations  of  marshal  Bellegarde  and 
•ir  Robert  Wilson,  ought  to  be  laid  on  the 
iable. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  was  not  aware  of 
^y  reports,  of  the  description  alluded  to, 
being  in  bis  oflBce.  If  there  were  any 
aoch.  Government  would  feel  no  wish  to 
withhold  them.  They  would  lay  before 
the  House  every  thing  they  deemed  essen- 
tial ;  and  the  noble  earl  might  afierwards, 
if  be  pleased,  move  for  any  other  doca*- 
menu  he  thought  necessary. 

Earl  Grry  apprehended,  as  the  duty  of 
^  nttlitary/esidentwas  to  send  home  com- 
munications relaiive  to  the  transactions  of 
a  campaii^n,  that  it  was  impossible  but  sir 
Sobert  Wilion  had  transmitted 


on  the  subject.  The  papers  in  the  noble 
lord's  office  might,  therefore,  be  examined, 
and  extracts  made  from  such  of  them  as 
related  to  marshal  Morat. 

The  motion  was  then  put  and  carried^ 
acM.  coa* 
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Militia.]  Mr.  Addmgum  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the  laws 
relating  to  the  Militia.  He  observ«l  that 
the  alterations  he  proposed  were  merely 
matters  of  form*  and  were  not  at  alt  con- 
nected with  the  present  slate  of  public  af- 
fairs. He  should  be  ready  to  give  any 
explanation  either  now  oi;*upon  a  futura 
day  after  the  Bill  was  brought  in. 

Lord  MiUom  begged  to  know  what  waa 
the  nature  of  the  amendments. 

Mr.  Aidmgum  had  no  ofajectian  to  stata 
the  substence  of  the  various  clauses.  Tha 
first  was  to  settle  a  doubt  entertained  by 
tha*  law  officera  of  the  Crown,  whether, 
under  the  words  of  the  existing  Act,  offi* 
cers  who  had  volunteered  into  the  Una 
coold  retain  their  half-pay  on  the  disband* 
ing  of  their  regimenu.  The  second  re* 
ferred  to  the  half-pay  of  captains,  who 
had  also  volunteered ;  and  the  third  was 
to  enable  officers  who  had  entered  tha 
regular  aervica  to  receive  their  half- pay 
on  returning  to  the  militia.  A  fourta 
clause  regarded  courts-martial,  empower* 
ing  commanding  officers  lo  summon  offi* 
cers  more  than  ten  miles  distant,  and  to 
allow  them  travelling'  expenses.  A  fifth 
was  to  empower  Government  to  call  but 
the  Local  Militia  fpr  a  period  less  than  a 
month ;  and  a  sixth  to  indemnify  tha 
counties  for  retaining  their  militias  embo* 
died  beyond  the  termipation  of  the  war.^ 

Lord  MiiUm  observed,  that  the  last 
clause  was  a  sort  of  admission  on  the  part 
of  Government  that  they  were  blameaUa 
in  retaining  the  militia  embodied* 

Mr.  AddwgUm  said,  that  the  measure 
was  entirely  jottifiabla  by  circumstances.. 

Lord  Sraalry.  ad  verted  to  the  expense 
Government  would  be  put  to  in  collecting 
officers  for  courts-martial,  some  of  whom 
were  fifty  miles  distant  from  head-quarters. 

After  a  lew  remarks  from  Mr.  Addmg- 
ton  and  air  Thomas  Acland,  leave  waa 
given,  and  tha  Bill'  waa  immediately- 
brought  in. 

Motion  aaspBCTiifG  thx  Nxmcutions 
WITH  Taa  GovaamiaMT  or  NaplssJ  .  Mr. 
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Hmmer  wished  to  tddren  a  few  wordt  Co 
the  noble  lord  -opposite  before  he  pro- 
ceeded to  his  motion  upon  this  subject.  He 
had  received  an  intimation  that  it  was  not 
the  intention  of  ministers  to  oppose  the 
prodoction  of  the  greater  and  most  impor* 
tant  part  of  the  papers  that  woold  be  re- 
qoired*     If  such  were  the  fact,  he  sob* 
mitted  that  it  woold  be  mach  more  con- 
sistent with  the  practice  and  constitution 
of  Parliament  for  the  docaments  to  be 
fomtsbed  by  a  meuage  from  the  throne. 
It  seemed  to  be  at  least  the  most  respect- 
ful mode  of  proceeding,  on  the  com- 
mencement of  a  new  war  with  a  Power 
with  whom  we  had  before  been  on  terms 
of  amity.    Bot  at  any  rate,  if  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  noble  lord  to  produce  all 
the  papers  which  he  (Mri  Homer)  thoosht 
were  necessary,  it  would  be  better  that 
the  House  should  be  saved  the  trouble  of 
an  nonecessary  discussion  on  the  motion 
for  granting  them.    What  he  understood 
the  noble  lord  would  grant  were,  all  the 
communications  which  had  passed  between 
his  Majesty's  gevernment  and  the  present 
government  of  Naples.    More  than  that 
he  could  not  himself  call  on  the  noble 
lord  to  produce.    If;  therefore,  the  noble 
lord  was  prepared  to  grant  all  which  he 
was  prepared  to  ask,  it  would  be  unneces- 
sary for  him  to  preface  his  motion  with 


his  character,  would  not  now  shrink  from 
pursuing  his  notice. 

Mr.  Homer  believed  that,  in  his  own 
parliamentary  experience,  such  a  recep* 
tion  had  never  been  given  to  any  sugges-^ 
tion  coming  from  any  quarter  of  the 
House,  as  that  which  the  noble  lord  had 
given  to  the  observation  he  had  thought  it 
his  duty  to  submit.  The  noble  lord 
might  eAjoy  his  short-lived  triumph  ;  he 
was  no  more  inclined  than  that  noble  lord 
to  shrink  from  the  task  of  redeeming  any 
pledge  which  he  had  once  given  to  the 
House,  although,  if  the  noble  lord  had 
done  justice  to  his  proposal,  he  would  hare 
admitted  the  propriety  of  deferring  an 
inquiry  till  the  papers  which  he  had  in- 
tended to  move  for,  as  preliminary  to  that 
purpose,  were  before  the  House.  The 
noble  lord  must  have  known  that  he  had 
it  in  his  power  to  embarrass  ministers  in 
that  House  by  reforring  to  papers  which 
had  been  already  laid  beforo  the  other 
•House  of  Parliament.  (Cries  of  Order, 
order !)  He  withed,  however,  to  take  no 
such  advantage ;  but  he  did  not  think  the 
noble  lord  hid  treated  the  House  very  re» 
spectfully  in  leaving  jhem  to  discover,  by 
an  ambiguous  allusion  of  his  own,  that 
we  were  now  engaged  in  a  war,  instead  of 
making  that  communication  in  the  ordi- 
nary form  by  a  message  from  the  Crown. 


such  a  detailed  statement  aa  would  other-    He  desired,  also,  to  repel,  with  the  indigo 

~~*^^  I I nation  that  was  due  to  such  an  insinuation, 

the  idea  that  he  was  disposed  to  shrink 
from  the  prosecution  of  any  inquiry  he 
had  proposed  to  institute.  He  trusted  he 
was  as  incapable  of  such  conduct  on  the 
one  hand,  as  on  the  other  of  abstaining 
from  a  full  confenion  of  his  error,  if  there 
was  any  error  into  which  he  had  been  tie* 
trayed.  The  noble  lord  had  been  mis- 
informed by  his  right  honourable  friends, 
however,  if  he  understood  that  any  sub« 
stantivo'^eilttH^ges  bad  been  brought  against 
him  in  iKisabsence.  He,  for  one,  had  cer- 
tainly preferred  no  such  accusation.  Ques- 
tions had  certainly  been  asked,  whether 
the  facts  were  as  they  were  stated  to  be, 
and  whether  published  documents,  pur> 
porting  to  be  the  genuine  engagements  of 
different  powers,  were  fabricated  or  au« 
thentic  instruments  f  Upon  all  these  points 
the  noble  lord's  right  hon.  colleagues  and 
partners  in  responsibility  had  left  them  In 
the  deepest  ignorance,— whether  fhim  a 
disposition  to  withhold  information,  or 
because  the  noble  lord  had  left  them  in 
ignorance  not  1^>  profound,  it  was  not  for 
him  to  detennine.    The  whole  of  their 


wise  have  been  necessary. 

Lord  Caaknagh  could  not  avoid  feeling 
the  utmost  surprise  at  what  had  fallen  from 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman.  He 
had  conceived  that  tiiose  who  sat  on  the 
<»tber  side  of  the  House  had  long  since 
considered  themselves  to  be  in  possession 
of  information  sufficient  to  warrant  them 
In  charging  his  Majesty's  Government 
with  an  unqualified  breach  of  faith.  An 
hon.  gentleman  who  sat  opposite  had  very 
recently  declared  in  terms  the  most  de- 
cided, that  he  had  at  length  conclusive 
grounds  for  ascribing  to  ministers  a  breach 
of  faith,  and  a  gross  violation  of*their  duty. 
It  was«tm^dssibJe  for  him  to  imagine  that 
tbosa^wbo  had  so  long  since  criminated 
the  proceedings  of  Goyemment  and  of 
cor  Allies,  in  the  general  arrangements 
adopted  for  the  settlement  of  Europe, 
ahould  not  now  be  prepared  to  support 
their  accusations.  He  trusted,  therefore, 
that  as  he  had  come  down  to  the  House 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  to  meet  the 
discosston  of  charges  preferred  in  his  ab- 
sence, the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman, 
>tie  nanai  candour  and  maalinesa  of 
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t^ondoei,  bQlb  then  arid  «nce»  wit  mich  m 
impreised  him  with  the  Irresistible  con* 
viciioDf  that' the  Mories  so  current  in  £a- 
rope  had  too  mach  fonndation»  and  the 
qnestions  with  regard  to  Saxony  and 
Genoa  gave  them  an  additional  colour  of 
probability.  If  he  understood  correctly 
ihe  substance  of  what  bad  fallen  from  the 
noble  lord  the  day  before^  it  was  that  this 
country  was  now  conmitted  to  hostilities 
with  marshal  Morat,  and  that  the  present, 
therefore,  wm  a  proper  time  for  entertain- 
ing the  question  which  he  had  giv^n  no- 
tice of  bringing  under  ,the  consideration 
•f  the  House.  He  had  previously  put 
^wo  specific  questions  to  tha  noble  Ibrd, 
each  of  which,  in  his  opinion,  admitted 
nf  a  direct  answer  i  first,  whether  any 
regular  or  fprmal  treaty  had  been  con* 
eluded  with  the  person  now  ruling  the 
(cingdom  of  Naples,  and  secondly,  if  tliere 
bad  been  no  formal'  treaty,  whether  any 
thing  amounting  to  an  honorary  engage* 
|nent  had  been  entered  into.  The  re* 
ply  of  the  noble  lord  was,  thai  he  was 
pot  prepared  to  answer  either  of  these 
.  questions ;  and  the  unavoidable  inference 
/  was,  ^bat  his  case  required  explanation. 
The  motion  which  he  should  bring  for* 
ward  must  undoubtedly  be  fouI^led  on 
imperfect  information ;  b«t  the  object  of 
it  was  to  place  the  House  in  a  situation  in 
which  it  aright' judge  with  more  adtan* 
tage,  by  beine  put  in  possession  of  infor- 
mation that  should  not  be  imperfect,  but 
as  ample  and  complete  as  the  nature  of 
Ahe  case  might  require.  The  subject  ap- 
peared to  him,  then,  to  divide  itself  into 
three  periods :  the  first  consisting  of  that 
portiofi  of  the  last  year  which  was  em- 
ployed in  active  military  operations ;  the 
jecond  during  the  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  the  third,  which  included  whaU 
ever  further  communications  had  taken 
place  under  the  views  entertained  when 
marshal  Murat  first  acceded  to  Che  com- 
mon cause,  viz.  nnco  the  commencement 
p(  the  present  spring.  If  he  abonld  fa> 
tiffue  the  House  by  the  minuteness  to 
.which  he  must  now  descend,  he  begged 
)Lhem  to  reflect  that  it  was  the  noble  lord 
who  hail  imposed  this  necessity  upon  him. 
Jt  appearedf  then,  that  on  the  11th  of 
Jan.  1814,  a. treaty  was  signed  between 
.the  Crovrqs  of  Austria  and  Naples^  but 
that  this  was  by  no  means  the  commence* 
ment  of  intercourse  between  the  two 
Courts^  which  bad  probably  subsisted 
fr^m  the  pariod  of  the  battle  of  Leipsic. 
Xbjl  Tfc^ty  was  aigne4  by  twa  penons  on 
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the  part  of  the  Court  of  Vienna,  and 
though  there  was  ne  accession  on  our  part 
to  it,-  yet  a  communication  was  said  to 
have  been  made  to  the  Government  of 
Naples,  through  the  Court  of  Vienna,  the 
substance  of  which  was  that  Great  Bri« 
tain  would  be  prepared  to  accede  to  the 
Treaty  on  the  same  condition  under  which 
thai  Treaty  was  concluded,  via.  the  mili- 
tary co-operatioh  of  marshal  Murat  in  the 
common  cause.  Such,  he  believed,  was 
the  true  state  of  the  case.  But  at  any 
rate,  a  letter  wais  dispatched  to  lord  Wil- 
liam Bentinak  from  the  noble  lord,  dated 
Basle,  the  S2nd  of  January,  18(4,  instructs 
ing  him-  to  proceed  to  Naples  as  soon  as 
he  should  be  informed  that  the  Treaty  with 
Austria  was  concluded,  and  there  arrange 
a  suspension  of  arms.  On  the  3d  of  Feb. 
an  armistice  was  concluded  at  Naples,  the 
terms  of  which  were.  .  1.  A  suspension  of 
arms.  ^.  A  free  commerce  during  the 
armistice.  S.  That  three  months  notice 
should  be  given  on  either  side,  if  it  was 
intended  to  break  the  armistice ;  and,  4w 
That  a  military  convention  should  be  con^ 
eluded  between  Austria,  England,  and 
Naples,  to  arrange  a  plan  of  operations, 
according  to  which  the  respective  troops, 
united  in  the  same  cause,  were  to  act  in 
Italy.  He  had  certainly  heard  this  en* 
gagement  treated  by  the  first  minister  of 
ihe  Crown,  in  a  place  which  it  would  be 
iVregular  for  him  to  name^  as  a  mere  act 
for  a  icjnporary  suspension  of  arms.  Was 
it  usual,  tiicn,  in  a  mere  armistice  to  ati*. 
pulate  for  comisercial  relations,  and  ar- 
range plans  of  military  co-operation  i  The 
engagement  entered  int«»  by  lord  Wil- 
liam Beutinck  appeared  to  him,  whatever 
construction  might  be  putuponitbyotjisrs, 
to  be  in  substance,  although  not  in  form, 
a.treaty  of  peace,  and  not  only  a  treaty  of 
peace,  but  a  treaty  of  offensive  alliance. 
It  was  now  very  material  to  see  what  had 
been  the  conduct  and  proceedings  of  the 
Neapolitan  Government  subsequent  to 
these  transactions,  in  what  light  they  were 
viewed  by  marshal  Murat,  and  how  far  he 
had  acted  in  adherence  and  conformity  to 
the  stipulations  they  contained.  His  own 
information  was,  that  he  immediately  ad« 
vanced  hie  forces,  and  took  up  positions 
that  produced  a  very  favourable  change 
in  the  affairs  of  the  Allies  in  the  north  of 
Italy.  In  the  beginning  of  January, 
Eogane  Beaeharnots,  viceroy  of  Italy,  who 
had  an  army  of  4.5,000  men,  was  posted 
between  the  Mincio  aiidtbe  Adig^  and 
engaged  ia  offensive  operations  Against 
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f  eoeiml  Belksgirde ;  bot,  in  cooseqaence 
of  the  movementfl  of  marshal  Marat  in 
favonr  of  the  AUies,  he  gave  up  hit  offeo- 
si?e  moTeoienUy  and  retired  on  the  6rst 
veek of  February,  to  a  new  position  j>ebind 
the  Miocio.  All  this  took  place  in  por^ 
aaance  of  the  Treaty  with  Austria,  and 
the  convention  with  lord  Willian  Ben- 
tinck.  In  this  state  of  affairs  it  was,  in* 
deed,  very  important  for  ihe  British  Go- 
Temment  to  consider  the  necessity  of  re« 
conciling  their  new  engagements  with 
their  former  treaties  with  the  King  of  the 
two  Sicilies*  In  his  own  opinion  they 
were  not  incompatible.  On  looking  at 
the  Treaties  with  Sicily,  he  was.  convinced 
we  were  perfectly  at  liberty  to  enter  into 
those  engagements  with  marshal  Marat. 
The  Treaties  were  three  in  number:  the 
first  was  concluded  by  sir  William  Drum- 
mond,  which  was  modi6ed  by  two  others, 
concluded  by  lord  Amherst  and  lord  Wil* 
Uam  Beniinck.  In  the  first  Treaty  which 
had. been  concluded , with  tl)e  Ring  of  Si* 
cily,  we  guaranteed  lo  him  his  two  king* 
doms  of  Naples  and  Sicily ;  but  in  the 
Treaty  concluded  by  lord  William  Ben- 
tinck  in  1812,  whicb  superseded  the  firsts 
there  was  a  oHMt  material  difference :  in  the 
iStb  Article  of  that  Treaty,  concluded  at 
Palermo,  the  12ih  of  September,  1812,  it 
would  be  seeui  that  we  guaranteed  to  Fer- 
dinand his  kingdom  of  Sicily  alone.  We 
•bould,  therefore,  have  been  justified  in 
entering  into  those  engagementa  with  Murat 
which  had  been  brought  near  to  a  con- 
clusion. Soon  after  the  period  to  which 
1m  bad  alluded,  marshal  ilorat,  from  par- 
licolar  circumstances,  began  to  entertain 
4oubU  of  the  faith  of  the  Allies.  He  had 
ratified  the  Treaty  on  the  5ih  of  February, 
but  be  received  no  ratification  from  Aus- 
tria. He  complained  of  this  neglect,  and 
ioquired  whether  or  no  it  was  the  ioten* 
tion  of  the  Austrian  Government  to  fulfil 
tlieir  part  of  the  engagement,  as  he  had 
done  ?  At  last,  after  long  delays^  the  Aus- 
trian GovernmAit  stated^  that  it  was  its 
intention  to  fulfil  its  engagement;,  but 
thai  the  £nglish  minister^  whose  assent  it 
was  wished  at  the  same  time  lo  procure, 
could  not,  from  certain  motives  (perhaps 
from  delicacy  to  Ring  Ferdinand),  give 
bia  accession  immediately ;  but  that  in  the 
meaa  time  the  Ruler  of  Naples  should  re- 
ceive a  letter  under  the  Emperor  of  Aos- 
M'ia'ft  own  hand,  containing  an  assurance 
that  the  Treaty  should  be  ratified  to  its 
Btmost  extenu— This  letter,  as  well  as  the 
r^tificaliop,  WM^delayed,  till  on  the  1  ^ih  of 


February;  informatloa  was  sent  to  marshal 
Bellegarde  by  Murat,  that  he  would  not 
advance  until  he  received  either  the  letter 
or  the  ratification*  On  the  4th  of  Marcb 
the  letter  was  sent  without  the  ratificatiour 
but  promising  the  ultimate  ratification, 
with  an  account  of  the  causes  of  the  delay. 
In  consequence  of  this  assurance  marshal 
Murat  immediately  put  his  troops  in  mo* 
tion;  on  the  6th  of  March  he  took  Reggio^ 
a  town  of  the  utmost  importance  in  the 
wars  in  that  part  of  Italy.  The  attack  faeT 
commanded  in  person,  and  on  that  occa* 
sion  one  of  his-  most  experienced  generals 
was  severely  wounded.  It  was  needlesa 
to  detail  the  succession  of  victories  which 
followed :  marshal  Murat  occupied  Parma» 
Gruastalla,  Modena,  and  arrived  at  the 
walls  of  Placentia.  Such  having  been  the 
.  exertions  of  the  Ruler  of  Naples  in  support 
of  the  Allies,  he  was  grossly  misinformed, 
if  op  to  this  period  the  faith  of  Austria, 
at  any  rate,  was  not  pledged,  and  if  £ng-^ 
land  was  not  closely  connected  with  the 
engagements  of  Austria.  A  most  impor^f 
tant  paper  had  been  published,  purporting 
to  be  a  communication  from  the  ministerof 
Murat  to  the  noble  lord  opposite  (lord' 
Castlereagb),  in  which  there  was  a  state* 
ment  that  a  verbal  assurance  had  beeit 
given  by  that  noble  lord  to  the  minister 
of  the  Ruler  of  Naples,  that  the  British 
Government  would  accede  to  the  Treaty 
of  Austria  with  Naples,  and  that  the  rea- 
son why  he  could  not  immediately  accede 
to  that  Treaty  was,  that  being  under  en-^ 
gagementS'  to  the  King  of  Sicily,  froaa 
motives  of  delicacy  it  was  tliooght  proper 
that  the  negociations  for  indemnity  to  the 
King  of  Sicily  should  proceed  band  iit 
hand  with  our  accession  to  the  Treaty 
with  Murat.  This  was  given  as  the  state- 
ment of  the  minister  in  question ;  but  if 
the  noble  lord  opposite  would  wholly  deny 
the  existence  of  any  such  document,  he 
(Mr.  Horner)  was  bound  to  believe  him ; 
but  if  the  statement  was  true,  he  would  put 
it  to  the  House  whetheir  we  were  not  aa 
much  bound  to  Naples  as  if  the  noble  lord 
had  afiixed  his  seal  to  the  Treaty.  Ano- 
ther  circumstance,  respectin|^  which  he 
expected  to  hear  many  details  from  the 
noble  lord,  was  the  landing  of  lord  Wil* 
liam  Bentinck  at  Leghorn,  a  circumstance 
which  would  naturally  tend  to  create  dis- 
trust in  the  mind  of  marshal  Murat,  as 
that  measure  was  taken  without  concert 
or  communication  with  him,  notwf  thttand* 
ing  the  Convention  which  had  been  con* 
eluded  pursuant  to  the  armiaticey    and 


31]      HOUSE  OF  COMMONS*  M».  Hamer^i  XfoHm  ntpeeihig  ih  (Si 


nolwithstandiog  that  Marat  was  in  pos- 
tetttoo  of  great  part  of  Tascany.  Lord 
William  Beniinck  also  having  a  division 
of  Sicilian  troops  in  bis  army,  a  proclaAia- 
lion  was  poblished  from  the  Prince  Regent 
of  Sicily  on  the  14th  of  March,  invitine  the 
.Italians  to  join  the  independent  standard, 
and'  asserting  the  right  of^King  Ferdinand 
lo  Naples.  Moch  discussion^  and  much 
angry  discossion,  arose  in  consequence 
between  the  Sovereign  of  Naples  and  lord 
WiUiam  Beniinck,  as  to  the  party  which 
should  retain  the  possession  of  Toscany. 
He  knew  not  whether  lord  William  Ben- 
iinck had  received  instructions  which  had 
not  been  communicated  to  the  noble  lord 
(Castlereagb);  but  much  difference  seemed 
to  exist  between  them,  for  that  noble 
lord  had  sent  instructions  to  lord  Wil^ 
Jism  Bentinck,  in  consequence  of  which  a 
communication  was  made  to  the  Huler  of 
of  Naples  at  Bologna  on  ibe  lit  of  April, 
confirming  an  assurance  which  had  been 
gfv«n  verbally  to  the  Neapolitan  minister 
by  the  noble  lord,  that  on  theconditibn  of 
active  and  immediate  co-operation  with 
the  Allies,  England  would  confirm  the 
Treaty,  and  mentioning  motives  of  deli- 
cacy to  an  ancient  Ally  as  the  ground  for 
withholding  consent  for  the  present.  The 
sentiments  of  the  noble  lord  opposite, 
were  conveyed  in  a  dispatch  dated  Dijon, 
March  30,  stating  the  impolicy  of  sup- 
porting a  distinct  and  separate  interest  in 
the  Italian  war,  and  the  necessity  of  una- 
nimity, and  of  confidence '  and  cordiality 
towards  marshal  Morat.  In  consequence 
of  this  dispatch,  lord  William  Bentinck 
withdrew  his  opposition  to  marshal  Murat 
on  the  subject  of  Tuscany.  The  Procla- 
mation of  the  Prince  Regent  of  Sicily  was 
well  calculated  to  excite  distrust  in  Murat ; 
and  this  was  admitted  by  the  noble  lord, 
in  a  dispatch  dated  Dijon,  3d  of  April, 
1814;  in  which  he  expressed  to  lord  Wil- 
Lam  Bentinck  his  surprise  and  indigna- 
tion at  such  a  Proclamation,  and  the  im- 
possibility of  supporting  the  rights  of  the 
king  of  Sicily,  in  contradiction,  or  to  the 
prejudice  of  the'  views  of  the  Allies ;  and 
that  though  England  had  entered  into  no 
absolute  engagement  with  the  King  of 
Naples,  it  had  declared  its  intention  so  to 
do,  by  the  conclusion  of  the  armistice,  and 
by  the  vei^bal  declaration  of  its  minister ; 
and  that,  if  the  Court  of  Palermo  persisted 
in  its  opposition,  his .  Majesty V  ministers 
would  be  obliged  to  conclude  an  imme- 
diate treaty  with  the  Sovereign  of  Naples. 
11m  dispatch  was,  in  fact^  a  distinct  decla- 


ration, that  his  Majesty's  Government 
intended  to  recognise  marshal  Muat  aa 
King  of  Naples,  and  to  take  common 
measures  with  him  accordingly.  It  wa» 
notorious  that  in  consequence  of  these  en« 
gagements  Murat  Co-operated  with  Belle* 
garde,  and  that  the  object  of  that  co-ope-^ 
ration  was  to  purchase  the  recognition  of 
his  title  to  the  sovereignty  of  Naples.  So 
faithful  indeed  was  Murat  to  his  engage-* 
ment  of  co-operation  with  Austria,  that 
he  rejected  a  proposition  which  he  (Mr.* 
Horner)  understood  was  made  to  that 
ruler  by  Beauharnois  to  conclude  an  ar« 
mistice,  stating  that  an  armistice  bad  also 
been  concHided  between  France  and  the 
Allies.  Whether  this  statement  was  cor- 
rect or  not,  was  immaterial  to  the  present 
purpose;  for  it  was  known  that  Murat 
referred  the  proposition  to  Beltegarde, 
thus  proving  his  fidelity  and  the  justice  of 
his  claim  upon  those  who  promiMd  to  re» 
cognixe  his  title.  The  evidence  of  thia 
promise  rested  upon  a  variety  of  faci$,  all 
of  which  were  calculated  to  encourage 
the  reliance  of  Murat,  that  the  Alliea  in« 
tended  to  observe  a  good  faith  towards 
him.  That  the  ministers  of  Austria  and 
England  professed  so  to  intend  at  a  par* 
ticular  time,  was  obvious  from  several 
public  documents.  In  the  letter  of  prince 
Mettemich  to  the  noble  lord  (Castle- 
reagb), dated  Troyes,  Feb,  15,  1814',  that 
minister  dwelt  upon  the  propriety  of 
making  a  liberal  compensation  to  Ferdi* 
nand,  king  of  Sicily,  thus  admitting  the 
security,  of  Murat's  dominion.  But  a 
number  of  circumstances  which  had  trans* 
pired  with  respect  to  the  negociations  at 
Chatillon,  left  no  doubt  of  the  disposition 
of  the  Allies  towards  Murat  at  that  period  ; 
for  when  a  (>roposition  was  made  by  Buo* 
napart^'s  minister  to  discuss  the  affairs  of 
Italy,  the  answer  distinctly  was,  that  the 
title  of  Murat  to  Naples  could  not  b6 
questioned,  and  that  to  that  point  no  such 
discussion  could  apply*  But  the  noble 
lord  was  so  tenacious  with  regard  to  the 
proceedings  at  Chatillon,  that  he  probably 
would  decline  to  favour  the  House  with 
any  explanation  upon  that  subject.  How- 
ever, as  the  noble  lord  was  not  sounwilling 
to  communicate  information  respecting  the 
negociations  at  Chanmont,  he  would  not, 
perhaps,  hesitate  to  admit  that  to  the  Treaty 
concluded  on  that  occasion  Morat  was  in« 
vited  to  accede.  Was  not  thb  invitation, 
then,  an  admission  of  the  title  of  Murat, 
or  at  least  an  indication  on  the  part  of  the 
Allies  to  recognise  tUat  title  ?    But  to  tbia 
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recognttioD  lh«  faftih  of  this  coootry 
distinctly  pledged  by  the  noble  lord  op- 
po8ite»  and  also  by  lord  William  Benttnck, 
IB  consequence  or  the  proclamation  of  the 
Princtt  Regent  of  Sicily.  'It  was  also  ma* 
teriaf,  upon  the  consideration  of  this  sab- 
jecty  to  look  to  the  ralne  and  imporUnce 
of  Marat's  co-operation  in  the  c6aimon 
cause  of  the  Allies*  For  at  the  time  that 
€o-<^ration  commenced,  it  was  known 
that  the  viceroy*  Eogene  Beaoharnois,  had 
lio  less  than  ^4^000  men  under  his  com* 
tnand,  combining  those  in  garrison  with 
those  in  field,  and  that  he  had  in  position 
from  the  Adige  to  the  Miocio  an  efiective 
force  of  4*5,<)00  men ;  while  Bellegarde 
hs^d  only  31,000  effecUTe  men  in  the  field, 
the  remainder  of  the  Austrian  army  being 
from  sickness  unable  to  act.  For  although 
the  Austrians  mustered  between  60  and 
70,000  dien  in  January,  scarcely  half  that 
number  were  fit  for  action  in  February, 
and  no  less  than  10,000  men  fellrictims 
to  the  diseases  that  prevailed  among  them. 
It  was  therefore  evident,  that  if  it  were 
not  for  the  co-operation  of  Murat  the 
Austrians  must  have  retreated,  and  that 
that  co-operation^ was  obtained  upon  a 
promise  to  recognize  Morat's  title  to  the 
throne  of  Naples.  These  circumstances, 
then, .  must  be  admitted  to  furnish  a 
frimd  fade  case  that  called  for  inquiry. 
This,  he  presumed,  the  noble  lord  opposite 
would  hardly  venture  to  deny;  and  he 
should  suppose  that  the  noble  lord  upon 
such  a  case  ought,  instead  of  waiting  for  a 
motion  from  that  side  of  the  House,  to  feel 
it  due  to  the  House  itself,  and  to  his  own 
character,  to  have  a  message  brought 
down  from  the  Crown  upon  the  subject, 
accompanied  by  an  explanation  of  all  the 
circumstances  connected  with  such  an  ex* 
traordinary  transaction.  It  was  known, 
not  only  dbat  the  military  co*operation  of 
Morathad  been  obtain^  under  the  en- 
gagements on  our  part,  which  he  had 
already  described,  but  that  a  proposition 
was  entertained  for  establishing  a  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  Naples  and 
this  country. .  He  had  heard  that  a  pro- 
position was  made  to  Murat  to  grant  him 
an  indemnity  for  Naples  i  but  nothing  of 
this  nature  had  ever  appeared  in  any 
paper  of  which  the  public  had  had  a 
glimpse.  On  the  whole,  he  felt  it  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  imagine  what  defence 
the  noble  lord  could  make  out  for  the  con- 
duct of  the  British  Government  towards 
Marat.  It  was  said  that  the  j^oble  lord 
proposed  to  deal  in  recrimination  upon 
(VOL.  XX3U.) 


that  ruler^  b^y  cbarginff  him  with  such  a 
violation  of  good  faitli  as  released  our 
Government  from  the  obligations  qon« 
tracted  with  him.  For  the  honour  of  the 
country,  and  eyen  for  the  honour  of  the 
noble  lord,  although  he  had  no  acquaint- 
ance with  him,  he  declared  that  he  should  - 
rejoice  to  see  such  a  charge  substantiated* 
It  would,  indeed,  be  somewhat  satisfactorji: 
to  his  mind  to  find  that  the  conduct  of 
Murat  had  been  such  as  to  justify  a  sus- 
picion of  his  purposes,  or  to  absolve  ua 
from  our  engagements;  but  it  would 
answer  no  end  to  show  any  ambiguity  in 
>the  demeanour  of  Murat,  which  might 
naturally  result  from  his  just  suspicion  of 
the  designs  of  the  Allies  towards  him* 
Nor  could  any  general  statement  give 
satisfaction  to  those  who  really  wished 
to  see  our  (government  vindicated,  for 
not  fulfilling  its  promises  to  Murat.  l^o  ; 
the  noble  lord,  with  a  view  to  a  satisfac- 
tory vindication,  must  state  something 
specific— 'he  must  refer  to  dates  and  cir*  n 

cumstances,  as  he  (Mr.  Horner)  had  done. 
The  noble  lord  must  also,  in  order  to 
sustain  any  recriminatipn,  refer,  not  to 
what  occurred  previous  to  April  1814>, 
but  to  something  which  had  taken  place 
since  JMorat  became  pledged  to  the  cause 
of  the  Allies.  The  hon.  and  learned  sen- 
tlemaii  said,  he  had  heard,  that  penning 
the  angry  discussion  between  lord  William 
Bentinck  and  Murat,  that  Ruler  made  a 
proposition  to  Eugene  Beauhamois,  which 
was  certainly  not  in  favour  of  France,  al« 
though  it  did  not  imply  co-operation  with 
the  ulies,  namely,  that  he  and  the  Viceroy 
should  form  a  junction,  and  declare  for  the 
establishment  of  the  jndependence  of 
Italy,  He  had  also  understood  that  lord 
Wifliaba  Bentinck,  who  did  not  then  ap« 

{>ear  to  enter  Into  the  views  of  the  noble 
ord  opposite,  had  proposed  to  marshal 
Bellegarde  to  unite  their  forces  in  order 
to  destroy  Murat.  All  thqse  circumstances 
called  upon  the  noble  lord  for  explana* 
tion ;  but  he  hoped  that  in  such  explana* 
tion  the  noble  lord  would,  if  he  entered 
into  the  case»  favour  the  House  with  a 
statement  of  time  and  place,  and  refer  to 
events  posterior  and  not  anterior  to  the  . 
month  of  April,  1814.  It  would  be  for 
the  noble  lord  to  show  whether  the  faith 
of  this  country,  which  he  had  solemnly 
pledged,  had'beeh  kept — whether  the  pro- 
mises he  had  made  were  redeemed.  Let 
Austria,  which  had,  unfortunately  for  her- 
self, no  parliament  to  inquire  in;to  the  pro* 
ceedings  of  her  Government,  answer '  fpr 
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her  own  cdndad ;  but  k  wu  fftcambetit 
upon  the  noble  lord  to  jvtiify  tbe  part 
wbich  tbe  Britith  GoTemment  bad  taken 
in  tbts  tran«action»  ehiefly  tbroogh  bis 
agency.  It  wat  (or  tbe  noble  lord  to  abow 
wbetber  in  ibis  instance  tbe  Britisb  Go» 
tertiment  bad  acted  upon  tbe  jost  and 
liberal  printiples  professed  in  the  cele- 
brated Dectsratton  of  FrankfertN^opon 
those  principles  which  the  Allies  in  tfaeit 
pvocdedtngs  at  Congrew,  in  their  views  of 

Brmial  aggrandicettient,  had  so  ihame* 
lly  abandtmed.  These  proceedings,  how^ 
#ter«  woofd  remain  for  discnssion.  He  did 
not  call  upon  the  noble  lord  to  enter  into 
them  at  present^  or  to  make  any  discloinre 
upon  the  subject  which  he  might  deem  in* 
expedient :  but  be  reqaired  from  tbe  noble 
kmS  an  explanationof  whatnotorionsly  took 

Slace  with  respect  to  Naples,  If  tbe  title  of 
lorat  were  brought  into  question  at  Conw 
gren,  one  should  suppose  that  the  noble 
lord  was  bound,  from  his  special  engage- 
ments, to  resist  any  proposition  upon  the 
Mbject.  •  He  (Mr.  Homer)  could  readily 
imagine  that  there  were  persons  at  the 
Oongriess  ?ery  willing  to  question  tbe  title 
of  Murat,  and  to  promote  bis  removal ; 
Talleyrand,  for  instsnce,  with  any  other 
representative  of  the  Bom^bon  iamily, 
might  naturally  be  supposed  tQ  possess 
that  wish ;  but  then  as  France  was  not,  he 
fancied,  the  predominant  power  in  that  as- 
sembly, he  should  have  thought  that  the 
noble  lord  and  prince  Mettemicb,  who 
were  tied  baud  and  foot  in  their  obliga- 
tions to  Morat,  would  have  been  forward 
to  withstand  tbe  wish  of  th^  French 
minister.  A  document,  however,  had 
made  its  way  to  tbe  public,  which  fur- 
nished something  directly  contradictory 
to  this  natural  supposition.  Hiat  docu- 
ment, which  purported  to  be  a  letter  ad- 
dressed by  Talleyrand  to  the  noble  lord, 
was  really  of  such  a  ntfture,  that  be  could 
assure  tlie  noble  lord  be  could  not  per- 
suade himself  to  believe  it  genuine,  from 
the  base  fraud  rt  proposed,  until  the  nobfe 
lord's  own  conduct,  when  questioned  in 
that  House  upon  the  subject,  removed  all 
doubt  from  his  mind.  From  this  letter  it 
would  seem,  that  the  noble  lord  himself 
bad  originated  a  proposition  for  removing 
Morat  from  the  throne  of  Naples.  Sucb, 
indeed,  was  the  clear  inference  from  the 
outset  and  conclusion  of  that*letter,  which 
dbtinctly  referred  to  the  invitation  of  tbe 
noble  lord  to  tbe  writer  to  consider  of  tbe 
expediency  and  practicability  of  disposing 
of  Murat.    Of  tbe  general  character  of 


TsNeyrand,  who  fcr  twenty  Tears  had 
had  such  ample  opportunities  of  studying* 
all  the  diplomacy  of  despotism  and  du« 
plicitv,  he  (Mr.  Homer)  did  not  wish  to^ 
state  )iis  opinion,  lest  he  should  hurt  tbe 
feelings  of  the  noble  lord  by  any  censure 
upon  his  lordship's  new  ally ;  but  be  had 
no  hesitation  to  say  that  this  letter,  in  the 
expedients  it  suggested  for  attacfcinr 
Naples,  and  evading  tbe  pledge  by  which 
Austria  guaranteed  the  throne  of  that 
kingdom  to  Muraf ,  together  with  the  pre^ 
servation  of  the  peace  of  Italr,  betrayed  a 
character  pregnant  with  such  perfidy  and 
baseness  as  the  vilest  wretch  In  society 
could  scarcely  parallel«^cries  of  Hear, 
hearl].  He  (Mr.  Homer)  anxiounly 
hoped  that  the  noble  lord  would  be  abVa 
to  re|^l  the  idea  of  having  in  any  degree 
sanctioned  such  expedients,  or  been  a 
party  to  tbe  origination  of  the  proposal 
which  gave  rise  to  this  extraordinary 
letter.  He  also  hoped  tbe  noble  lord 
would  be  able  to  give  some  satisfactory 
explanation  why  tbe  execution  of  the  en« 
gagements  entered  into  with  Morat  on 
the  part  of  this  country  had  been  so  long> 
delayed?  why  tbe  promises  solemnly 
made  to  that  raler  above  twelve  months  ago 
had  never  been  fulfilled?  Murat  had  fre* 
quently  pressed  for  tbe  fulfilment  of  thos^ 
promises,  as  appeared  from  the'  publican 
tion  of  some  oocuments  addressed  to  the 
noble  lord  by  tbe  asents  of  that  ruler* 
Possibly  it  was  intended  that  the  execu* 
tion  of  the  engagements  to  Murat  sboold 
go  on,  pari  pasm,  with  tbe  settlement  of 
an  indemnity  for  the  King  of  Sicily,  but 
the  House  would  hear  what  the  noble 
lord  had  to  say  upon  tbe  sufaiject,  espe- 
cially as  to  tbe  proposition  of  Murat  not 
long  since  to  co-operate  with  the  AlKea, 
and  to  conclude  a  treaty  for  that  purpose 
on  the  recognition  of  his  title  to  the 
throne  of  Naples.  He  understood  that 
this  proposition  of  a  treaty  was  made  to 
his  Majesty's  ministers  some  time  before 
the  noble  lord's  return  from  Congress,  and 
that  the  consideration  of  it  was  waved 
until  tbe  noble  lord's  return.  The  bon. 
and  learned  gentleman  begged  it  to  bo 
understood,  fnat  he  was  not  disposed  to 
panegyrixe  Murat,  or  to  place  any  re- 
liance upon  his  promises,  unless  where  bt 
bad  a  clear  and  indisputable  interest  i* 
obs^ving  them  ;  but  that  it  was  Murat's 
interest  to  adhere  to  a  treaty  with  this 
country;  if  his  title  to  the  throne  of  Naples 
wer«  recognised,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
whatever.     Such  a  treaty,  then«  Muril 
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pflKnd  to  eonclude.^  Nay*  farther*  ha 
proposed  a  cominarcial  treaty  opon  the 
most  favourable  terma*  ofioring  to  place 
our  ahippiBc  which  npight  trade  with 
Naples  QD  the  footing  of  the  most  ia- 
YOttred  lions,  and  to  admit  the  principal 
articles  of  oar  manufactare»  namely  wool* 
lens  and  cottons,  into  all  Neapolitan  ports, 
upon  the  payment  of  a  trifling  duly. 
Was  it  not|  ne  would  ask,  the  obvious 
policy  of  this  country  to  accede  to  snch« 
proposition?  But  what  was  the  conduct 
of  ministers?— why,  they  referred  the  pro« 

eNution  to  Congress,  refusing  to  give  the 
eapolitan  minister  any  answer  upon  the 
sobject  He  really  could  not  divine  the 
motives  which  suggested  such  a  proceed* 
ing«  That  the  discussion  of  a  specific 
treaty  betmreen  this  country  and  another 
state  opon  a  commercial  question,  should 
be  referred  to  Congress,— >tbat  such  a 
question  should  be  left  to  the  adjustment 
of  foreign  powers^— appeared  to  him  a 
measure  without  precedent  or  policy. 
The  proposition,  however,  of  the  Neapo* 
litan  minister  was  rejected  by  his  Ma- 
jeaty's  ministers  without  any  consideration^ 
Bui  those  ministers  themselves  seemed  to 
feel  the  impolicy  of  their  conduct,  and 
therefor^  they  proposed  to  negociate  with 
the  Neapolitan  minister  upon  the  subject 
of  his  proposition.  WheUi  however,  was 
this  feeling  manifested?  Why,  on  the 
very  day  that  intelligence  was  received 
of  the  advance  of  Murat's  army  to 
Bologna!  Then,  truly,  ministers  ex- 
pressed a  disposition  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  opportunity  ofifered  to  them,  and 
which  they  most  imprudently  threw  away, 
of  securing  the  co-operation  of  Mqrat  in 
the  cause  of  the  Allies,  and  of  obuining 
important  commercial  benefits  for  their 
country.  It  would  not  be  fair  to  attack 
his  Majesty's  Government  on  the  ground 
c^  the  immense  advantages  they  had  lost 
at  present,  as  it  was  impossible  for  them 
lo  foresee  the  new  posture  of  affairs;  bat 
horn  the  state  of  things  in  the  beginning 
of  the  present  year,  it  was  most  impolitic 
in  them  to  reject  an  alliance  with  the  reign- 
WM  fBovernment  of  Naples*  The  truest 
policy  wouUI  have  been  totinite  the  whole 
«f  Italy  ander  one  great  military  power; 
this  wonld  have  been  the  best  possible 
arrangciaent,  both  against  the  prefects  of 
JFraoce  and  all  other  nations.  Under 
ciuati^g  circumstances,  while  the  north  of 
Italy  wasaobyect  to  the  control  of  Austria, 
and  the  sooth  was  oodar  a  great  military 
powttv  the  trae  policy  of  this  conntry  was 


to^  secure  the  friendship  of  that  Power  | 
this  country  Would  then  have  po8s^sse4 
more  influence  o?er  Italy  than  by  any 
other  measures  that  he  could  mention. 
The  policy  of  this  country,  he  repeatf d» 
would  have  been  to  maintain  the  ind^ 
pendence  of  Genoa,  and  to  secure  the  al* 
liance  of  Murat;  but  it  was  the  policy 
of  Talleyrand  to  alienate  England  fro« 
Naples.  Wishing,  however,  to  relieve 
the  House  from  any  farther  observatioosy 
he  would  state,  distinctly  the  grounds  on 
which  he  intended  to  move  for  inquiry^ 
first,  that  it  was  necessary  to  be  shpwiiy 
that  the  good  faith  of  the  country  had  not 
been  sacrificed;  seeoodly,  that  it  was 
proper  to  see  that  the  policy  of  seeming 
an  alliance  with  the  reigning  Government 
of  Naples  had  not  been  Beslected ;  and 
thirdly,  that  ministers  should  ioforsn  the 
House  what  were  the  true  grounds  and 
cause  of  war  between  this  country  and 
Naples.  The  only  ground  of  war  that 
he  could  conceive^  was  one  that  had  not 
yet  taken  place,  namely,  ander  the  Treaty 
of  the  25th  of  March.  He  aiked  tba 
noble  lord  to  explain,  iodependeot  of  the 
question  of  an  areaisUre,  how,  until  thi^ 
Treaty  had  been  ratified,  we  C|NUd  be  coo^ 
sidered  as  parties  wiiJb  Austria  in  the  war? 
Until  that  period,  it  Could  only<  be  a  war 
on  the  part  of  Austria.  Such  were  the 
grounds  of  his  inquiry;  and  he  should 
conclude  with  mevjng, 
'  "  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  royal  highness  th)S  Prince  Regent, 
that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  give 
directions,  that  there  be  laid  before  this 
House,  an  account  of  the  negociatiooa 
between  his  Majesty's  Government  and 
the  government  of  Naples,  with  a  view  to 
the  conclusion  of  an  armistice  and  a  mili- 
tary co-operation  in  the  war  against  France 
in  the  course  of  th^  last  year,  and  also  of 
such  communications  as  have  since  taken 
place  relative  to  the  acknowledgment  of 
the  present  ruler  of  Naples  prior  to  the 
commencement  of  hostilities  between  thaa 
government  and  Austria.'' 

Lord  Caniff^agfk  began  by  stating*  thai 
the  House  would  naturally  suppose  that  he 
must  foel  aAaious  to  enter  mto  expla^ 
nations  upon  the  question  then  before 
them;  and  hence  he  had  pressed  upon  the 
hon.  member  to  fulfil  the  notice  which  he 
had  given,  and  to  open  the  matter  accord 
ing  to  the  view  of  it  which  prevailed  in 
his  mind.  The  hon.  member  had  accepted 
his  challenge  and  bad  certainly  argued 
the  queftion  with  that  fairness^  ability,  and 
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maniiiitMj  which  always  characterised 
him.  He  had  |)ut  it  upoa  its  fair  and. 
proper  footing,  and  the  Hoose  wonld  there- 
fore be  enabled  to  exercise  a  soand  and 
eflective  judgment  on  till  the  circamstances 
connected  with  it ;  and  it  woo^d  certainly 
be  necessary  for  theni>  as  the  hon.  gentle- 
man bad  observed^  to  examine  with  patient 
minuteness  the  dates  of  the  facts  staled, 
because  upon  those  dates  the  reasons  de- 
duced were  founded.  He  should  not  now 
enter  into  the  discusiion  <^f  some  of  the 
collateral  topics  broogh^t  forward  by  the 
bon«  gentleman,  but  would  enter  at  once 
upon  that  branch  of  the  question  which  . 
involved  its  immediate  interest  and  im- 
portance. He  was  sure  the  House  would 
do  him  the  justice  to  recollect,  that  when- 
e?er  the  question  was  incidentally  agitated, 
be  had  uniformly  avowed  that  he  should 
not  rest  his  defence  upon  the  mere  tech- 
nical distinction  as  to  whether  the  engage- 
ments entered  into  with  Murat  were  to  be 
found  in  the  words  of  an  official  dispatch, 
or  whether  t^y  existed  in  the  stipulations 
of  a  ratified  treaty.  In  the  very  outset  he 
again  begged  leave  to  affirm,  that  his  ex- 
planations would  not  rest  upon  any  such 
distinctiobs.  He  agreed  also,  with,  the 
hon.  member,  that  the  auestion  naturally 
divided  itself  into  two  considerations— first, 
as  to  what  might  be  the  obligations  of  good 
fiaith  from  this  country  to  the  Government 
of  Naples;  and,  secondly,  supposing  all 
claims  of  good  hlib  and  honour  to  be  dis- 
solved, as  in  fact  they  were,  whether  it 
Was  expedient  to  adopt  that  course  to- 
wards Murat  which  it  might  be  supposed 
bad  precipitated  him  into  hostilities.  The 
horn  member  had  stated,  and  truly  stated, 
that  the  basis  of  the  transactions  between 
Murat  and  the  British  Government  was 
laid  in  an  instruction  of*  his  (lord  Castle- 
reagh)  to  lord  William  Bentinck,  dated 
Basle,  January  the  22d»  ISU,  That  in- 
struction was  issued  inconsequence  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  and  Alliance  concluded 
between  Austria  and  Murat,  and  directed 
that  upon  the  faith  of  that  Treaty  hostili- 
ties should  be  suspended  between  this 
country  and  Naples.  Before,  however,  the 
order  reached  lord  William  Bentinck,  a 
person  authorized  by  him,  had  eoncluded 
an  armistice  with  the  Neapolitan  Govern- 
ment on  the  3d  of  February,  1814,  being 
that  instrument  on  which  the  hon.  gentle- 
man had  arguedin  the  course  of  his  speech* 
Fie  should  now  proceed  to  the  next  step^tn 
those  transactions,  and  read  to  the  House 
an  extract  of  a  letter,  which  ^ he  appro- 
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bended  would  enabie'him  to  pikce  the  ques- 
tion  on  that  ground  on  which*  he  should 
most  successfully  argue  it.    The  letter  was 
dated  Chaiillun,  Feb.  21,  ISld*,  and  bd- . 
dressed  to  lord  William  Bentinck.    The 
substance  of  this  extract  was   **  that  the 
British  Government  had  never  liked  the 
measure  .of  a  peace  between  Austria  and 
Naples ;   but  the  engagement  being  con* 
eluded.  Great  Britain  bad  entered  into  it 
upon  two  conditions— -first,  that    Murat « 
should  honourably  and  effectively  exert 
himself  in  co-operation  with  the  Allies 
againstihe  common  enemy ;  and,  secondly, 
that  an  Indemnity  (for  it  could  not  be 
called  an  equivalent)  should  be  provided 
for  the  King  of  Sicily.''    It  would,  be  re» 
collected  that  when  the  Peace  of  Parisvraa 
under  the  consideration  of  that  House,  an 
'hon.  member  had  adverted  in  strong  terms, 
and  very  naturally,  in  his  (lord  Castle- 
reagh's)  opinion,  to  the  apparent  abandon- 
ment of  the  interests  of  the  King  of  Sicily 
by  this  Government:  but  in  point  of  fact, 
our  engagements  with  Sicily  extended  ne 
farther  than  to  the  protection  of  Sicily, 
and  nothing  in  the  shape,  of  a  sine  qud  turn 
entered  into  them,  that  Naples  should  be 
recovered  for  her.     In  short,  from  the 
situation  of  '  the  continent  at  (be  time 
when  those  engagements  were  conthicted« 
nothing  could' appear  more    improlmble 
than  that  Naples  could  be  restore^  tp  the 
King  of  Sicily ;    and  there  was  no  obliga- 
tion of  good  faith,  no  obligation  of  hoqour 
on  the  part  of  this  country,  which  could 
induce  the  Government  to  put.  such  aa 
object  in  competition  with  what' the  gene- 
ral  security  of  Europe  required.    In  the 
month  of  August  last,  the  Government  of 
Austria,  naturally  anxious  to  strengthen  her 
ittteresU  in  Italy,  and  secure  her  possessions 
there  free  from  danger,  entered  into  negor 
ciations  with  Murat ;   and  at  that  time  nla 
Majesty's  Government  concurred  in  thoela 
negociations  upon  the  basis,  not  that  Murat 
was  to  retain  Naples,  but  that  he  was  to 
receive  an  equivalent  elsewhere.  Towards 
the  month  of  October,   however,  it  ap« 
peared  that  any  such  arrangement  was 
entirely  out  of  the  question,  for  that  Murat 
woold  listen  to  nothing  of  the  kind :    and 
it  was  then  agreed  upon,  that  he  should 
retain  Naples,  and  the  Sicilian   family 
receive  indemnities.    The  grounds  upon 
which  that  was  done  was  because  it  ap- 
peared inexpedient  to  place  at  hazard  the 
general  interests  of  Europe,  m  order  %]^ 
pursue  the  attainment  of  remote  and  qn«> 
certain  objects. — With  regard  to  Ihe  coa« 
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doct  of-  his  Majesty's  Goyernment  on  this 
occasion,  he  had  no  hesitation  in  stating, 
that  it  most  reloctantly  became  a  party  to 
those  transactions ;  hot,  at  th^  same  time, 
as  Anslria  foond  it  necessary  to  conclude 
an  aHis^nce  with  Marat,  it  assented  to  the 

feneral  principle,  with  the  two  same  con* 
itions  which  had  before  been  insisted  on 
by  this  country.    Those  conditions  being 
thuscarefnliy  stipolated  for,  it  remained  to 
be  seen  whether  the  co-operation  of  Murat 
with  the  Confederated  Powers  was  of  that 
description  which  entitled  him  to  the  exe- 
cution of  those  assurances  which  had  been 
made.    Tlie  hon.  member,  in  the  course 
of  his  speech}  alluded  to  what  he  called  a 
misunderstanding  between^  lord  William 
Bentinck  and  Murat ;  but  he  should  have 
the  satisfaction  of  reading  to  the  House  a 
short  extract,  which  would  show  that  it 
was  not  a  misunderstanding  merely,  bat  a 
deliberate  judgment  on  the  part  of  lord 
William  Bentinck  respeciting  the  conduct 
df  Marat,  because  that  conduct  was  not 
consistent  with   those  codditions   which 
recognised  him  as  Sovereign  of  Naples. 
At  the  same  time,  he  would  take  upon 
himself  to  say  there  was  nothing  in  the 
conduct  towards  Murat,  with  one  excep- 
tion, which  could   throw    the   slightest 
cloud  over  his  confidence  in  that  Govem- 
menC     The  Treaty,  indeed,  was  not  for- 
nially  ratified  and   exchanged,  because, 
the  Emperor  of  Austria  being  then  in  the 
field,  it  was  not  practicable  to  do  so ;  but 
it  was  accompanied  with  an  autographical^ 
letter  from  the  Emperor  to  Murat,  stating 
his  approbation  of  the  terms  of  the  Treaty, 
his  iotention  to  maintain  them,  and  his 
hope  that  Murat  would  consider  that  per- 
sonal recognition  of  his  Imperial  Majesty 
equally  as  conclusive  as  if  the  Treaty  were 
regularly  ratified.     Murat,  as  might  be, 
expected,  signified  his  perfect,  reliance 
upon  the  assurances  of  bis  Imperial  Ma- 
jesty, thus  flatteringly  c6mmunicated  to 
biro.     Now,  the  only  exception  to  the  ge- 
neral scope  and  intent  of  the  Treaty,  was 
one  which  had  for  its  object  to  defeat  a 
purpose  which  was  then  suspected,  and 
had  since  proved  to  be  at  the  bottom  of 
his  heart,  namely,  by  limiting  and  fixing 
his  possessions  within    the    marches    6f 
Ancena,  so  as  to  prevent  him  from  extend- 
ing them  to  the  boundary  of  the  Po.     Lord 
William  Bentinck  communicated  to  mar- 
shal Bellegarde  what  his  opinion  was  how 
Murat  had  executed  his  part  of  the  engage- 
ment.   Be  evidently  meant  to  qusilify  the 
coadact  9f  Ibe  British  Obvernment,  and 


said,  that  they  did  not  know  the  conduct 
of  Morat,  when  that  authority  Was  trans« 
mitted.  On  the  25th  of  March,  long  after 
the  Treaty  had  been  ratified,  and  when 
Murat  might  have  destroyed  those  un- 
favourable opinions  which  lord  William 
Bentinck  had  formed,  that  noble  lord  made 
use  of  the  following  language :  *'  It  is  now 
necessary  to  consider  the  conduct  of 
Murat.  Has  he  fulfilled  his  engligements 
with  Austria  ?  Has  he  not  acted  rather 
as  a  friend  to  Buonapart6  ?  Was  it  not 
the  policy  of  a  deserter  to  throw  his  ^hole 
force  into  the  scale  ?  He  could  expect  no 
favour  from  Buonapart6 :  but  is  it  not  the 
language  of  all  his  officers,  Aat  Italy 
should  be  united,  and  that  ^e  should  b^  the 
head  P  Finally,  is  there  any  man  in  Italy, 
or  in  the  Austrian,  army  south  of  the  Po» 
who  has  s^y  confidence  in  him  ?  He  is 
only  waiting,  to  place  himself  on  the 
strongest  side.*' 

Such,  continued    the  noble  lord,  was 
the  opinion  entertained  by  lord  William 
Bentinck,  of  the  conduct  and  intentions 
of  Murat,  and  it  must  be  allowed  that  he 
had   opportunities    of   closely   observing 
him.     At  the  same  time^when  that  com* 
munication  of  the  25th  of  March  reached 
him,  he  certainly  did  endeavour  to  argue 
down  all  the  suspicions  it  contained,  not 
because  he  considered  them  as 'wholly 
unfounded,  but  because  be  thought  it  pro- 
bable lord  William  Bentick  might  enter* 
tain  some  honourable  prejudices  in  favour 
of  the  Court  of  Sicily,  which  would,  per- 
haps, lead  him  to  Scrutinize  with  anxious 
severity  the  proceedings  of  Murat;  and 
because  he  thought,  that  if  relations  of 
peace  were  to  be  maintained  with  Murat, 
and  bia  co-6peration  secured,  they  could 
only  be  effected,  with  such  a  man,  by 
testifying  an  excess  of  confidence;    in 
short,  by  showing  much  more  confidence 
than  was  felt.     The  strong  impression 
upon  his  mind,  however,  and  upon  the 
mind's  of  others  with  whom  he  communi- 
cated, certainly  was,  that  the  conduct  of 
Murat  was  not  such  as  the  Allies  were 
entitled  to  expect;    but,    on  the  other 
hand,  it  was  at  that  time  no  more  than 
mere  matter  of  opinion ;  and  if  the  ques- 
tion as  to  the  engagements  between  this 
country  and  Naples  had  rested  simply  on 
that  opinion,,  however  strong  or  probable, 
he,  for  one,  should  not  have  considered  it 
as  a  justifiable  motive  for  suspendiiig  the 
fulfilment  of  the  conditions.    He  had  an 
opportunity,  however,  while  at  Paris,  of 
commanicating  with  a  person,  whom  he 
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could  oot  with  propmty  Qan«»  fron 
wbon  b«  receWed  inforio&tioB  which 
produced  on  hit  niod  a  complete  moral 
conviction,  that  Muratbad  not  honourably 
performed  his  engiagements  towards  the 
Allies*  The  commonication  was  deriTed 
from  a  qoarter  which  could  leave  no  doobt 
as  to  its  aothenttcity ;  and  be  then  dis- 
iinctly  avowed,  on  the  part  of  his  Ma* 
jesty's  Government,  that  if  it  satisfactorily 
appeared  that  those  engagements  were 
not  fulfilled  by  Murat,  he  should  consider 
the  engagements  between  this  country 
and  Naples  as  diasolved*  In  pursuance  of 
Ibis  declaration,  he  took  the  earliest  op- 
portonity  after  his  arrival  in  Ibis  country, 
to  make  a  similar  eommnnication  to  the 
Neapolitan  minister  accredited  here,  and 
he  stated  the  same  to  the  duke  of  Gam* 
pochiaro  at  Vienna,  observing,  in  conse- 
quence of  ibe  moral  certainty  which 
existed  as  to  the  non-fulfilment  of  the 
Stipulated  conditions  by  Murat,  that  the 
question  with  respect  to  Naples  still  re* 
matne/i  firee  and  open,  to  be  discussed 
upon  its  own  individual  merits  in  Con- 
gress, The  noble  lord  here  read  an  ex* 
tract  of  a  letter  which  be  sent  home  from 
Vienna*  dated  January  25tb,  1815,  in 
which  he  stated  that  ^  he  transmiited, 
for  the  consideration  of  Government,  a 
note  delivered  to  him  by  the  duke  of 
Campochiaro,  and  observedi  that  he  bad, 
upon  two  differant  occasions,  most  ex^ 
plicitly  declared,  that,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  British  Government,  Murat  had  not 
fulfillad  the  conditions  of  the  Treaty,  and 
that  therefore  Congress  was  free  to  act 
npon  the  question  of  Naples  according  to 
what  the  general  policy  and  interests  of 
Europe  might  seem  to  require.''  He  was 
not  prepared  to  say  what  line  of  policy 
arould  have  been  adopted  by  Congress^  or 
what  it  would  be  most  expedient  to  adopt, 
far  it  appeared  to  all  the  plsnipotentianes 
assembled  at  Vienna  so  a  roost  difficult 
and  intricate  Question  \  and  the  only  point 
iq>oii  which  toey  did  agree  was,  that  it 
[bt  to  be  the  last,  instead  of  the  fifst 
ictf  on  which  the  Congress  should  be 
id  upon  jlo  pronounce.  In  fact,  duwn 
to  the  period  at  which  hostilities  eom* 
asenced  between  Austria  and  Naples,  no 
act  of  Congrea  bad  beei^  cencludod  upon 
that  quesUon.  The  views  of  the  British 
Government  in  respect  to  Naples,  and  its 
conviction  that  it  was  free  as  to  its  foturo 
j>roceedings,  in  consequence  of  the  eon- 
duct  of  Murat,  were  not  made*  any  secret 
of:  they  bad  been  frankly  ayowed  to  the 


ministers  of  Murat,  and  of  eonrse  worn 
not  withheld  from  the  ministers  of  the 
other  Powers  of  Europe.  Prince  Talley* 
rand  in  particular  pressed  him  (o  declare 
what  were,  the  uUiroato  intentions  of  bia 
Majesty's  iGrovemment;  but  be  could  not 
possibly  anticipate  any  future  decisioq 
upon  a  question  that  wss  suspended  for  a 
remote  consideration,  though  at  the  same 
time  he  requested  prince,  Talleyrand  to 
communicate  the  propositions  which  he 
intended  to  submit,  that  he  (lord  Castle* 
reagh)  might  have  time  to  transmit  it  for 
the  considkration  of  his  Majesty's  Go* 
vemment,  and  receive  their  answer  before 
Congress  was  called  upon  to  pronoimce 
upon  the  question  itself.  That  was  the 
course  of  negociation  which  led  to  the 
production  of  prince  Talleyrand's  letter, 
When  he  (k>rd  Castlereagb)  stated  to  the 
duke  of  Campochiaro,  that  the  British 
Government  considered  its  engagementa 
with  Murat  dissolved,  in  consequence  of 
bis  conduct,  the  duke  submitted  to  him 
(lord  Castlereagb)  an  extended  re?iew 
of  what  had  &en  the  whole  eonrse  of 
bis  master's  proceedings,  politically  and 
morally,  from  the  time  of  tbe  battle  of 
l«ipaic,  down  to  the  period  at  which  that 
instroment  was  delivered.  The  Housf 
would  be  put  in  possession  of  that  docv* 
ment  among  others.  It  certainly  did  not 
shake  his  conviction  of  the  insincerity  of 
Murat ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  thought 
it  wise  and  prudent,  in  a  matter  of  so 
much  delicacy  and  importance,  not  to  rest 
merely  upon  his  own  opinion,  but  to  fortify 
and  confirm  it,  if  possible,  by  that  of  io^ 
dividuals  who  were  well  qualified  to  pro- 
nounce upon  the  accuracy  of  the  historical 
namtive  in  question.  Ho,  therelbre^ 
submitted  it  to  the  examination  of  general 
Ntgent,  an  officer  of  the  highest  credit, 
of  the  most  unblemished  honour,  and  pos^ 
sessing  that  sort  of  mind  which  epshled 
him  to  state,  not  only  a  general  bnt  a 
reasonable  opinion.  Tbe  House  wece 
aware  that  general  Nqgpent  had  noted 
with  Murat  in  the  campaign  of  Italy^ 
after  the  Treaty  between  Naples  and 
Austria.  He  did  accovdingly  make  a 
detailed  report  upon  tbe  document,  para- 
graph by  paragraph  (which  would  also 
he  communtcatwi  to  the  House),  in  which 
he  not  only  denied  the  facts  as  stated  by 
the  duke  of  Campochiaro,  but  also  con- 
^overted  all  his  conclusions,  ile  af* 
firmed  that  Murat  not  merely  maantauMd 
a  degffse  of  military  inactivity,  but  by  a 
skilful  mani^gameat  of  iiis  tisonps^  oqb« 
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tfired  to  defeat  the  very  objeeli  for  which 
his  co-op«ratioii  waa  reaoired  ia  order  to 
Ncoro  meir  tocceaa.  Id  addiiioa  to  that 
Infbnaalion,  be  had  alaoiest  the  narrative 
to  lord  William  BenUnck,  who  likewiae 
retorned  a  very  detailed  report  opoo  it 
(which  woild  be  among  the  papert  com* 
immicated  to  the  Hooie),  in  which  he 
contended  that  Morat  bad  toUlly  neg- 
lected to  fblfti  his  engagemenu  to  the 
Alliei,  and  had,  instead,  played  falsely 
with  nil  paities,  endeavooring  to  keep  the 
bilaoce  soapended  in  his  own  hands  till 
he  conM  determine  on  which  side  be  ceald 
most  safely  incline  it.  The  House  woold 
hare,  in  thoee  docnoients,  the  Judgment 
of  two  distingnished  and  ezpertenced 
oficersi  not  npoo  insulated  topics,  hot 
upon  the  whole  scope  and  the  oeneral  ope** 
rations  of  the  campaign  in  wnich  ihey  so 
largely  participated.  Prince  Talleyrand 
alao  told  him  that  he  had  the  clearest 
proofe  that  long  after  Murat  bad  been 
nefociatiog  with  the  Allies,  he  was  also 
in  direct  negociation  with  Boonapartt  for 
the  possession  of  luly  south  of  the  Po. 
It  was  true  that  Boonapartfe,  not  then 
thinking  so  humbly  of  his  fortune,  treated 
his  proposal  with  the  utmost  contempt, 
and  talked  of  Hurat  as  a  madman  anu  a 
feol.  It  appeared  that  even  in  the  month 
of  February  last  year,  the  queen  of  Naples 
Was  in  direct  communication  with  Baona* 
part6,  and  made  proposals  to  him  on  tbe 
part  of  her  husband.  As  to  the  merit 
that  was  claimed  for  bis  not  joining  the 
▼iceroy,  tbe  fact  was,  that  he  could  not 
join  him,  as  their  pretensions  were  incom- 
patible. He  in  feet  claimed  about  half 
of  bis  Tice-royalty.  The  House  woold 
now  see  the  cruel  situation  in  which  mi- 
nisters bad  been  placed.  They  had  been 
reriied  in  erery  corner  of  the  country  for 
supposed  breaches  of  faith,  which  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  so  confidemly 
charged  them  with.  He  trusted  that  be 
had  been  able  to  collect  sufficient  docu^ 
ments  to  prore  to  the  House  and  the 
country,  that  there  had  been  no  breach  of 
faith  -on  the  part  of  the  Biitish  Govern- 
ment. He  admitted  that  tbe  hon.  gentle- 
man bad  feirly  and  properly,  this  night, 
aaid  that  the  case  was  a  primS  fade  one, 
and  called  for  some  answer  or  inquiry. 
He  thought,  however,  that  any  man  who 
had  the  least  value  for  the  honour  and 
character  of  bis  ,  country,  or  tbe  govern* 
ment  under  which  he  lived,  should,  even 
if  there  was  aprimd  facie  case  of  breach 
of  faitbi  suppose  that  the  Goremment 


wodd  be  able  to  giro  it  an  answer,  aaA 
justify  their  conduct.     Ministers,  how- 
ever»  had  been  moat  ttolently  attacked 
by  other  gentlemen  in  that  Honse,  upon 
some  loose  docomenta  that  had  got  into 
their  hands,  and  before  the  time  had  ar* 
rived  when  they  could  go  into  their  justi- 
fication.   As  be  had  wtsbed  to  get  pos- 
session of  what  documents  he  could  0od 
respecting  the  conduct  of  Mnrat,  he  in* 
treated    prince   TVilleyrand    to   have   a  * 
search  made  in  tbe  public  bureaus  of 
Paris.    A  diligent  search  had  been  made« 
and  very  important  docomenta  had  beea 
foupd.    He  should  now  read  to  tbe  House 
extracts  of  tbe  correspondence  which  had 
been  found,  that  passed  at  that  tinw  be- 
tween tbe  princess  Borgbese,  Buonaparte* 
and  tbe  King  and  Queen  of  Naples.     He 
should  also  read  extracts  to  prore  tbe 
opinion  of  the  French  constitutod  aotho«* 
ntiea  on  bis  conduct.  From  the  first  letter, 
which  was  from  tbe  princess  Borgbese  to 
Boonaparti,  dated  Lucca,  February,  I4tb» 
1814,   he   read   tbe   following  extract; 
''  Tbe  King  of  Naples  is  in  a  stau  of 
great  agitation.    He  is  astonished  that  the 
Viceroy  should   have  retired   from  tbe 
Adige,  and  that  I  have  quitted  Tuscany, 
upon  tbe  notion  that  he  could  be  tne 
enemy  of  yoor  Majeaty  and  of  France. 
He  loudly  expresses  bis  devotion  and  his 
gratitude  for  your  person,  and  he  even 
said  to  tbe  Tuscan  deputies,  that  he  would 
prefer  receiving;  tbe  first  blow^  to  drawing 
nis  sword  against  a  Frenchman.    I  knovr 
not  how  to  reconcile  this  language,  of 
which  I  do  not  suspect  the  sincerity,  with 
all  the  arbitrary  measures  which    have 
endangered  my  authority,  and  those  which 
oblige  me  even  now  to  provide  for  the 
safety  of  the  French  troops  assembled  at 
Pisa.    Your  Majesty  will  appreciate  these 
contradictions,  whi^h  seem  to  me  to  pro- 
ceed from  a  resolutioui  deemed  by  the 
King,  conformable  to  bis  intoresu,  but 
into  which  he  has  been  dragged  contrary 
to  his  own  affections.    I  am  assured  that 
the  language  and  conduct  of  the  King  are 
similar  in  bis  communications  with  the 
Viceroy.    It  is  nevertheless,  certain,  that 
a  Proclamation  of  general  BeHegarde's, 
which  recalls  the  nations  of  Italy  to  their 
former  state,  has  been  reprinted  at  Bologna 
undef  the  eyes  of  the  King.    Tbfs  Procla- 
mation, drawn  up  with  much  art,  has  pro- 
duced the  greatest   efifect  in   Tuscany, 
where  it  is  extensively  circulated.**    The 
second  letter  which  he  should  read,  was 
from  Buonaparte  to  the  Queen  of  Naples; 
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aod^  was  dated  Nangis,  the  17th  of  Fe- 
l>rttary.  At  the  time  this  letter  was 
written,  BaoDapart6  did  not  despiiir  of  his 
fortune,  and  treated  Murat  in  the  style  of 
a  master.  This  letter  contained  the  fbl* 
lowing  expressions :  '*  Your  husband  is  a 
Tery  brave  man  in  the  field  of  battle,  but  he 
is  more  cowardly  than  a  woman  or  a  monk 
when  not  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy< 
He  has  no  moral  courage.  He  has  been 
frightened,  and  he  has  not  hazarded  losing 
for  a  moment  that  which  he  cannot  hold 
but  by  me  and  with  me.  Make  him  folly 
sensible  of  his  absurdity.  When  he  quitted 
the  army  without  my  order,  I  foresaw  all 
the  evil  counsels  which  would  be  given 
bim.  I  am,  however,  better  satisfied  with 
the  message  he  has  sent  me  through  you. 
If  he  be  sincerely  sorry,  let  him  watch 
the  moment  for  proving  to  me  that  he 
bas  not  been  so  ungraterol  as  he  is  pusil- 
lanimous. I  may  yet  pardon  him  the 
injury  he  has  done  meV  He  should  next 
read  an  extract  from  a  letter  from  Foucbe 
to  Buonaparte,  dated  Lncca,  February  ]  8. 
This  letter  recounted  the  difficulties  he 
bad  experienced  in  attempting  to  corre- 
spond with  Murat.  He  says,  "  I  set  out 
for  Bologna,  whece  the  King  of  Naples 
was.  I  experienced  no  difficulty  as  far 
as  Florence ;  but  upon  my  arrival  in  that 
town,  ihe  new  authorities  signified  to  me 
that  I  could  neither  continue  my  route, 
nor  remain  at  Florence,  and  that  I  must 
go  back  as  far  as  Prato,  there  to  await  the 
answer  of  the  King.  I  dispatched  acouriec 
to  that  prince,  and  am  returned  to  Lucca, 
where  I  am  in  greater  safety  than  at  Prato, 
which  is  in  a  state  of  insurrection.  I  know 
not  what  the  King  will  be  allowed  to 
answer.  The  Austrian  and  English  mi- 
nisters reproach  him  with  being  French, 
and  particularly  with  being  too  much  at- 
tached to  your  Majesty.  The  revolutionists 
wlio  govern  Florence  just  now  assert 
loudly  that  the  King  of  Naples  has  an 
understanding  with  the  French,  and  that 
he  deceives  the  Itaiians.  They  attribute 
to  my  counsels  the  inaction  of  the  Neapo- 
litan troops  which  the  Allies  wished  should 
marcb  against  the  Viceroy  at  the  moment 
when  he  was  about  being  attacked  by  ge- 
neral Bellegard^.  The  King  is  sick  with 
grief.  He  now  thoroughly  feels  in  what 
a  situation  he  is  placed.  It  is  difficult  for 
me  to  make  my  advice  reach  him.  If 
there  were  m  '  much  firmness  in  his  cha- 
racter as  good  qualities  in  his  heart,  he 
would  be  stronger  in  Italy  than  the  coa- 
lition.''   The  noble  lord  iheD  read  an  ex- 


tract of  a  letter  from  Euoene  Beauhamois 
to  Buonaparte,  dated  the  20lh  of  Fe* 
bruary :  **  The  King  of  Naples,''  ^  he 
writes,  *'  who  appeared  inclined  to  march 
against  us,  and  to  yield  to  the  solicitations 
01  the  Austrian),  paused  as  soon  as  be  be- 
came acquainted  with  your  Majesty's  late 
victories  of  the  lOlh,  11th,  and  12th.  He 
had  not  yet  received  the  ratification  of  his 
Treaty  the  evening  before  last.  I  there- 
fore hope  that  he  will  not  add  to  (he 
wrongs  of  which  he  has  been  guilty  to- 
wards your  Majesty,  by  firing  upon  yopr 
troops.^'  He  next  read  -  the  following 
letter  from  the  French  cqnsul  at  Ancona, 
whi^h  was  without  date,  but  was  cer- 
tamly  written  about  the  same  time ;  most 
probably  from  Lucca :  *'  The  consul  had 
occasion  to  see  the  King  of  Naples  on 
account  of  bis  passports.  The  following 
is  the  substance  of  the  conversation  he 
had  with  him : — Necessity  alone,  said  the 
King,  has  obliged  me  to  unite  with  the 
Allies ;  the  great  eixtent  of  the  coasts  of 
my  kingdom  exposed  them  to  the  invasion 
of  the. English.  Their  maritime  strength, 
and  their  force  in  Italy,  are  well  known. 
Who  would  have  defended  my  kingdom, 
had  I  carried  my  army  beyond  the  Po  ? 
besides,  it  would  have  been  impossible  for 
me  to  make  it  leave  the  kingdom.  On  the 
other  hand,  my  people  were  discontented 
in  consequence  of  the  stagnation  of  com- 
merce, which  prevented  them  from  realis- 
ing the  productions  of  the  soil ;  it  would 
have  been  eas}'  for  the  enemy  to  have  re- 
duced them,  to  the  sole  detriment  of  my-, 
self  and  of  France.'  On  the  other  hand, 
my  nation  would  have  been  dissatisfied 
had  I  not  acceded  to  the  proposals  which 
the  Allies  made  me,  of  indemnifying  my- 
self for  Sicily  by  the  countries  on  this  side 
the  Po,  which  his  majesty  the  Emperor  of 
the  French  was  obliged  to  renounce  by 
the  force  of  circumstances.  He  added, 
that  his  intentions  were  so  much  the  purer 
on  this  head,  as  it  was  agreed  that  his 
army  was  never  to  fight  against  the 
French:  he  would  recollect  constantly 
that  he  was  himself  a  Frenchman,  and 
that  he  would  not  forget  all  he  owed  to 
his  illustrious  brother-in-law.  He  desired 
the  consul  to  remain  at  Ancona,  and  to 
continue  his  functions,  assuring  him  that 
his  correspondence  should  be  free,  since 
he  was  not  at  war  with  France.  The 
consul  did  not  think  that  it  was  for  him  to« 
make  any  objection.  On  their  arrival 
at  Ancona,  the  Neapolitan  authorities  had 
all  the  Italian  arms  taken  down.     The 
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iriM  of  France,  placed  at  the  cimsort 


home,  were  respected."     The  next  letter    for  the  benefit  of  those  who  eave  it  -yov. 

'■'•til.  •  •  V.      •  •■  a  ^ 


which  be  bad  to  read  was  a  very  curious 
docaoient;  it  was  a  letter  from  Buona* 
part^  to  Murat,  giving  him  an  account  of 
bis  successes  over  the  Aostrians  on  the 
lOtb,  litb,  and  I2tb,  of  February,  and 
threatening  bins  with  the  edicts  of  bis 
displeasure  if  he  did  not  change  his  con- 
ducts H^»  howe?er,  addressed  him  with 
some  degree  of  courtesy,  in  still  giving 
bin  the  title  of  a  king.  This  curious  in* 
stroaient  began  in  this  manner — "  Sire, 
ay  brother  ;  1  say  nothing  to  you  of  my 
displeasure  at  your  conduct,  which  has 
been  diametrically  opposite  to  your  duty. 
That,  however,  l>e|ongs  to  the  weakness 
of  your  nature.  You  are  a  good  soldier 
on  the  field  of  bsttle,  but,  excepting  there, 
you  have  no  vigour,  and  no  character. 
Take  advantage  of  an  act  of  treachery 
which  I  only  attribute  to  fear,  in  order 
lo  serve  roe  by  good  intelligence.  I 
rely  upon  you,  upon  your  contrition, 
upon  your  promises.  If  it  were  other* 
wise,  recollect  that  you  wonld  have  te 
repent  it.  I  suppose  that  you  are  not 
one  of  those  who  imagine  that  the  Lion  is 
dead,  and  that  he  may  he — (The  rest  of 
the  sentence,  lord  Castlereagh  said,  be 
would  read  in  the  original)--^  qu^cnyeut 
bn  piuar  desnu.  If  auch  are  yoor  caico* 
latioos,  they  are  false.  I  defeated  the 
Austrians  yesterday,  and  I  am  in  pursuit 
of  the  remnants  of  their  columns.  An* 
other  such  rictory,  and  you  will  see  that 
my  afiairs  are  not  so  desperate  as  you  have 
been  led  to  belieVe.  You  have  done  me 
nil  the  harm  you  could  since  your  depar- 
ture from  Wilna,  but  we  shall  say  no 
more,  about  it.  Th^  (Itle  of  king  has 
Uimed  yoor  brain.  If  you  wi«h  to  pre- 
aenre  it,    behave   well,  and    keep  your 


bleed  and  trooble  to  France,  it  yoqra  only 


It  is  needless  to  send  me  an  answer  unless 
you  Imre  something  important  to  com- 
municate. Remember  that  1  made  you  a 
king  solely  for  the  interest  of  my  system. 
Do  not  deceive  yourself.  If  you  should 
cease  to  be  a  Frenchman,  you  would  bo 
nothing  to  me.  Continoe  to  correspond 
with  the  Viceroy,  taking  care  that  your 
letters  be  not  intercepteii.''  Such  was  the 
iort  of  ally  which  the  Coalition  had  gained 
in  Marat !  The  noble  lord  proceeded  to 
enlarge  on  bis  perfidy,  and  stated  that  in 
one  instance  when  a  French  corps  was 
shot  up  in  Reggio,  and  surrounded  by  thf 
Allies,  Morat  so  disposed  of  his  force  as  to 
give  them  an  opportunity  of  making  their 
escape.  His  conduct  bad  in  every  respect 
been  perfectly  ccnsjstent  with  the  base 
policy  on  which  it  was  proved  he  had 
acted.  The  noble  lord  said,  he  began  now 
to  apprehend  that  the  old  charge  against 
ministers  would  be  likely  to  be  renewed, 
and  that  they  wnuld  be  accused  of  having 
been  too  negligent  of  the  interesu  of  the 
King  of  Sicily.  Sicily  had  the  same 
claims  on  us  that  she  always  had.  We 
were  bound  to  do  all  the  good  we  could 
for  her,  compatible  with  the  general  into* 
rests  of  Europe,  '  Had  Murat  been  fahb* 
ful  to  his  engagements,  like  a  man  of 
spirit  and  honour,  he  would  have  been 
supported  by  the  Allies.  His  perfidy 
threw  Sicily  into  the  same  situation  in 
which  she  had  formerly  stood.  <  Had 
Murat's  conduct  been  different,  the  quea* 
tion  respecting  Naples  would  never  have 
been  pressed  as  It  had  been' by  the  French 
Government ;  that  question  had  been 
pressed — honourably  pressed-^to  the  vt* 
most,  and  that  Government,  in  the  actual 
state  of  things,  would  never  have  been  a 


word.''     Another  letter  from  Buonapari^,    P^^^y  ^o  ■ny  arrangement  which  went  te 
dated  March  5,  addressed  to  Murat,  runs  !  establish  Murat  on  the  throne  of  Naples. 


thus:  *' I  have 'already  communicated  to 
yoo  my  opinion  of  your  conduct.  Your 
aituation  had  set  you  beside  yourself;  my 
reverses  have  completely  turned  your 
brain,     Yoo  have  called  around  yoo  men 


Buonaparte  left  Elba  on  the  'JM  of  Fe« 
bruary ;  intelligence  of  this  reached -Na* 
pies  on  the  4th  or  5th  of  March*  On 
this  Murat  called  his  cabinet  together,  and 
declared  his  resolution  of  adhering  to  the 


who  bate  France,  and  who  desire  to  ruin  ,  Allies.     A  communication'  to  this*  edect 


yoo.  I  formerly  gave  you  useful  warn- 
uigs.  What  you  write  to  me  is  at  variance 
with  your  actions.  I  shall  however  see  by 
your  manner  of  acting  at  Ancona,  if  your 
heart  is  still  French,  and  if  it  is  to  neces- 
sity alone  that  you  yield,  i  write  to  my 
war  minister,  in  order  to  set  him  at  ease 
with  reliant'  to  yolir  conduct.  Recollect 
Iba^your  kinadom,  wbichhas^ost se  much 
(VOL.  XXXI.) 


I 


was  received  in  this  country  on  the  18th  ; 
and,  notwithstanding  the  former  conduct 
of  the  man,  the  English-  government  had 
not  decided  in  what'  way  this  should  be 
treated,  but  had  immediately  transmitted 
it  to  Viennai  Of  this  proceeding,  the 
person  representing  him  in  this  country 
had  been -distinctly  infbrm<id.  Two' day* 
after  the-  time •  at  which  Bnenapart^ 'Mi 
(E) 
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Elbt,  ibe  ministers  of  Murat  presented  a 
note  to  tbe  Congress  at  Vienna,  complain* 
ing  of  ibe  hostile  views  entertained  by 
France  against  Naples,  and  demanding 
categorically  to  be  permitted  to  inarch  an 
army  of  8O,000  men  through  the  Austrian 
possessions,  in  order  to  call  France  to  an 
accoant  for  her  conduct.  In  this  there 
was  a  singular  coincidence,  as  Murat  for 
a  considerable  time  had  been  raising  an 
armament  by  very  severe  measures,  much 
exceeding  the  resources  of  his  states,  and 
at  this  remarkable  period  wished  to  em- 
ploy them  wiiere  it  was  impossible  he 
could  suppose  there  was  any  danger.  It 
was  certain  that  he  had  some  illegitimate 
object  in  view ;  and  in  consequence  of  this 
note  the  Austrian  Government  informed 
him,  that  no  power  would  be  suffered  Co 
inarch  an  army  through  their  dominions ; 
and  it  was  added,  that  a  note  to  this  eliect 
would  be  given  to  France,  should  a 
similar  demand  be  made  on  her  part^ 
Before  the  reply  to  the  coi)tmunication 
made  torthis  country  of  tbe  determina- 
tion of  Murat  to  be  faithful  to  the  Allies 
could  be  received  in  Naples  from  this 
country  or  from  Vienna,  Murat  pro* 
ceeded  to  the  head-qnartera  of  his  army, 
on  receiving  intelligence  that  Buonaparte 
had  been  joined  by  the  army  and  by  Ney. 
Here  he  resumed  the  title  of  Napoleon^ 
which  before  had  been  added  to  his  name, 
but  which  he  had  laid  down  on  joining 
the  Allies.  Was  this  to  assure  England 
and  her  AUies  of  his  friendship  ^  Tbe 
proclamations  of  Buonapsrt^  he  published 
in  French  and  in  Italian :  he  advanced  in  a 
hostile  manner  through  Florence  and  tbe 
Papal  States;  he  drove  the  Austrian  out- 
potsts  before  him,  and*  issued  a  proclama* 
tion  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  states 
through  which  he  passed,  calling  upon 
them  to  rise  against  their  legitimate  go* 
vernments.  Was  this  done,  to  show  his 
friendship  for  England,  who  he  knew 
would  not  be  separated  from  her  Allies  ? 
No  ;•— the  language  held  by  him  respect- 
ing this  country,  like  the  civilities  which 
he  had  shown  to  the  English  in  Naples, 
were,  only  intended  to  induce  a  belief  in 
Italy  that  his  present  proceedings  had  the 
countenance  of  England.  It  was  said, 
that  the .  armistice  concluded  with  him 
was  not  ^  be  broken  without  three  months 
notice ;  but  this  arrangement,  made  tn  the 
contemplation  o(  a  state  of  peace  and 
alliance,,  was  not  to  tie  op  the  hands  of 
this  coontry  when  an  act  of  aggression 
look  place  ra  the  part  of  Murat^    If  this 


construction  were  to  be  pot  nponiit,  each 
an  armistice  would  be  better  fov  hin»  than 
a  definitive  treaty  of  peace.  It  was  im« 
possible  that  any  thing  so  absurd  and  so 
c^jdflip^Me  could  be  imagined.  Coald 
iioetbought  that  he  would  either  de- 
ceive himself  or  the  world  by  represent* 
ing*  this  country  a»  likely  to  be  held  by 
such  a  cobweb  f 

The  noble  lord  said,  he  had  now  re- 
pelled those  charges  which  had  been  so 
unadvisedly,  and  he  would  say,  so  un- 
fairly brought  forward  at  a  time  when 
they  could  not  be  answered.  To  repel 
them  was  a  duty  which  he  owed,  not  so 
much  to  himself,  as  to  the  honour  of  tha 
country.  For  the  time  to  come,  he  thought 
it  was  not  too  much  to  hope  that  tbe  gen- 
tlemen opposite  would  have  sufficient 
charity  not  to  assume  that  the  good  faith  of 
tbe  country  had  been  sported  with  till  tho 
period*  arrived  at  which,  explanation  could 
be  offisred  without  injury  to  the  pnblie 
service.  He  trusted  what  had  passed  this 
night  would  give  the  opponents  of  Go- 
vernment a  salutary  lesson,  and  that  they 
would  not  in  future  be  so  ready  to  bring 
forward  complaints  on  partial  statements 
like  those  contained  in  the  documents  re- 
cently published,  which  he  knew,  for  the 
most  part,  not  to  have  beenderived  directly 
or  circuitously  from  an  official  source; 
They  most  have  been  furnished  by  the 
agents  of  other  countries,,  who  were  de- 
sirous of  potting  forth  statementa  in  this 
way  which  they  feared  to  avow  in  the  face 
of  Europe.  He  conceived  these  to  fur- 
nish very  bad  grounds  for  any  parliamen- 
tary proceeding;  and  if  gentlemen  kept 
their  ears  open  to  such  representations, 
and  on  these  did  that  which  most  lessen 
the  country  in  the  estimation  of  the  world, 
they  would  do  the  greatest  possible  injury 
to  the  public  service.  It  was  not  too 
much  to  hope,  that  they  would  give 
credit  to  the  Government  for  not  having 
sacrificed  their  duty  till  they  could  with 
propriety  explain  their  conduct.  Where 
a  question  arose,  while  a  doubt  remained^ 
the  presumption  ought  not  to  be  in  favour 
of  the  enemy,  but  in  favour  of  their  own 
country.  Feeling  this  as  he  did,  ho 
trusted  the  feeling  would  not  be  confined 
to  himself,  and  that  thehon.  gentleman 
opposite  would  for  the  future  be  more 
cautious  how  he  committed  himself  to  an 
opinion  favourable  to  the  enemies  of  bis 
country. 

Mr.  WkUbrtad  said,  he  did  not  mean  to 
enter  into  ihu  case  at  length  that  nighi« 
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«t  ft  OMfe  it  opporUNiitjr  wookl  be  af- 
fcfdui  after  ike  prodaeiioa  of  the  papen; 
iMit  in  bit  view  it  did  not  seem  clear* 
ffooa  the  ttaicoBent  of  ihe  noble  lord,  that 
be  alone  was  the  government  of  the 
nation,  that  he  alone  was  the  whole  em* 
pire*  and  conaeqaently,  thlt  he  alone  was 
to  determine  the  fotore  fate  of  the  coun- 
try ;  nor  waa  it  more  latitfactorily  proved 
tint  alt  those  who  arf  oed  that  the  noble 
lord  had  groialy  mitcondocted  the  afiairt 
of  the  nation,  were  not  Englbhmen  and 
the  real  friends  of  their  coontry.  It  was 
not  at  all  proved,  in  the  opinion  of  Mr, 
Whitbread,  that  the  noble  lord  was  blame* 
less  in  those  transactions ;  he  most  have 
been4>ltnd  indeed,  if  he  did  not  perceive 
the  system  open  which  the  King  of  Naples 
was  acting*  from  the  beginning.  Boona- 
parte  and  the  Allies  were  agreed  on  this 
point,  that  he  %vas  a  most  excellent  ge* 
neral  in  the  -field,  but  treacherous  and 
pusillanimous  in  the  council ;  the  whole 
statement  of  the  noble  lord  displayed  a 
scene  of  diplomatic  treachery,  that  he 
hoped  would  ever  remain  without  a  pa- 
rallel; «nd  the  noble  lord  must  indeed 
have  been  a  puny  politician,  if  he  ever 
ttonceived  that  Murat  was  guided  «by  any 
other  views  than  those  of  self-interest, 
and  self-preservation.  Why  had  he  va- 
cillated from  Buonaparte  to  the  Allies,  and 
from  the  Allies  to  Buonapart6— but  from 
his  anxiety  to  ascertain  which  was  likely 
to  be  successful  ?  Most  of  the  documents 
.on  which  the  noble  lord  had  rested  his 
defences-were  probably  written  during  this 
period  of  hesitation.;  and  when  the  King 
of  Naples  found  that  Buonaparte  could 
not  support  him,  he  threw  himself  into 
the  arms  of  the  Allies.  It  was,  however, 
a  serious  question  for  the  noble  lord  to 
consider,  whether  he  had  not  injured  the 
cause  of  the  country  by  refusing  to  ratify 
the  verbal  understanding  that  prevailed 
between  the  Allies  and  Murat.  That  rati- 
fication might  have  bound  him  firmly  to 
our  cause,  instead  of  having  him  leagued 
against  us.  The  defence  hung  upon  the 
first  intelligence  the  noble  lord  received 
at  Paris  from  prince  Talleyrand  regarding 
the  treachery  of  Murat:  it  was  only  a 
matter  of  suspicion.  And  why  did  not 
the  noble  lord  refer  to  marshal  Bellegarde, 
who  could  have  given  positive  and  de- 
cisive  information?  Why  had  not  this 
question  been  put  to  him— Whether,  with- 
out the  co-operation  of  the  King  of  Naples, 
he  could  have  been  successful  in  luly  ? 
After  adverting  to  what  had  passed  last 


year,  regarding  our  engagements  with 
the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  Mr.  Whit- 
bread  remarked  upon  the  slate  of  suspense 
in  which  Murat  had  been  kept,  by  having 
no  treaty  on  which  he  could  depend^ 
and  upon  the  necessity  there  was  on  hia 
part  to  take  some  step  for  his  own  secu- 
rtty.  He  lamented  that  the  noble  lord 
had  thought  fit  lo  quit  Congrees,  before 
•he  had  given  his  powerful  aid  in  solving 
this  most  complex  problem.  At  present, 
•it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  the  jostift- 
cation  of  the  noble  lord  was  at  alt  com* 
plete.  . 

Mr.  Pamtmbf  said,  be  weold  not  discnsi 
the  documents  until  they  were  regularly 
laid  upon  the  table;  but  he  could  not 
help  observing  upon  the  most  vain  hope 
expressed  by  the  noble  lord,  that  the 
proceeding  of  this  night  would  aflford  any 
lesson  to  the  side  of  the  House  usually  op- 
posed to-  ministers.  Nothing  that  had 
fallen,  or  was  likely  to  fall,  from  the 
noble  lord,  could  anord  any  instruction, 
or  give  any  useful  advice  to  bis  political 
antagonists.  His  principal  object  in  rising' 
was  to  vindicate  himself  and  his  frtenda 
from  an  aspersion  cast  upon  them  by  the 
noble  lord,  who  asserted  that  they  had 
circuitously  and  clandestinely  received 
information  from  the  agents  of  foreign 
governments,  of  which  they  had  availed 
themselves,  to  make  accusations  against 
ministers.  This  was  a  most  serious 
charge.  The  noble  lord  must  know  that 
it  was  so: — but  it  was  utterly  false;  nei- 
ther he  ^or  any  one  of  his  friends^  he  was 
convinced,  would  have  any  communica- 
tion with  the  agents  of  any  foreign  power 
to  the  prejudice  of  this  country,  and  it 
was  a  base  insinuation  on  the  part  of  the 
noble  lord  to  intimate  that  they  would. 
The  noble  lord  had  been  extremely  un« 
candid  towards  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
who  made  the  present  motion,  in  assuming 
that  the  scope  of  -his  argument  was  in 
favour  of  the  independence  of  Italy.  He 
had  treated  the  idea  as  romantic;  as 
that  which,  if  possible,  might  be  wished 
for,  but  as  that  which  no  mai^  could  hope 
or  expect  to  see  accomplished.  If  Murat 
had  broken  his  faith  with  this  country,  he 
admitted  we  were  released  from  the  oh* 
servance  of  our  engagements  with  him, 
but  Che  failure  on  his  part  had  not  yet 
been  established. 

Lord   CoitUrcagh  explained  as  to  the 
misrepresentations  with  which    he    had 
beencharged.    As  to  the  remarks  he  had» 
felt  it  bis  duty  to  make  vpon  the  ineom« 
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|>lete  information  produced  by  gentlemen  I  my  Wbrd  of  honottfi  that  I  never  dnd  re* 


on  the  other  side,  his  lordship  wished  to 
know  whether  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
meant  to  persist  in  applying  to  them  the 
epithets  '  false  and  base?' 

Mr.  Fonsonby.  •  The  noble  4ord  has  as- 
serted^  that  we  received  inforniation 
directly  or  circuitously  from  the  agents  of 
foreign  Powers,  which  we  unworthily 
applied  in  this  House.  If  the  noble  lord 
persists  in  that  char|;e,  I  must  deny  that 
we  have  received  any  such  intelligence. 
I  must  assert  that  there  if  no  truth  in  the 
assertion ;  that  the  insinuation,  as  I  before 
said,  was  base :  and  that  on  this  side  of  the 
House  we  are  incapable  of  such  conduct 
I  must  repel  the  charge  in  those  words  ; 
but  if  I  have  mistaken  the  noble  lord«  I 
should  be  sorry  undeservedly  to  employ 
juch  terms. 

^  Lord  Casilereagh.  Does  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tiemanmean  to  say  that  the  information  was 
iiot  derived  from  the  agents  of  Murat  ?  I 
have  uo  difficulty  in  stating  undisguised ly, 
that  I  did. understand  that  a  direct  com* 
munication  had  taken  place  from  Genoa 
to  an  hon.  member  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House,  and  that  in  consequence  of  the 
information  procured, steps  had  been  taken 
in  this  House  by  that  hon.  member. 
.  Mr,  Whitbread$Md,  that  he  was  happy  to 
fissure  the  House  that  such  a  charge  was 
perfecUy  ridiculous.  Certain  documents 
^ad  appeared  jn  the  public  prints,  and 
some  animadversion^  were  made  upon 
them  in  Parliament.  Two  or  three  days 
afterwards  he  had  received'  a  letter  pur- 
porting to  come  from  Genoa,  which  he 
jiad  never  answered  .otherwise  than  by 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  it  to  the 
individual,  who  said  he  had  been  charged 
to  deliver  it  four  or  Bve. weeks  earlier,  but 
had  not  met  with  him  (Mr.  VVbitbread) 
at  home.  .  That  was  the. only  comrounica* 
4ion  he  had  received,  and  he  felt  himself 
perfectly  at  liberty  to  make  use  of  it,  as 
lie  had  not  resorted  to  any  improper 
source  of  information.  The  fact  of  the 
letter  being  sent,  he  had  stated  to  the  noble 
lord  (Castlereagh)  in  the  lobby,  who  then 
certainly  seemed  to  possess  more  urbanity 
Ihvt  at  present,  for  he  had  warned  him 
Aot  to  lead  his  ear  to  such  stories,  and  the 
reply  was,  "  What  if  they  come  in  letters 
from  abrpad,  how  can  I  avoid  it  ?''  He 
scarcely  felt  it  necessary  to  assure  the 
House,  Ihat  he  had  never  sought  for  or 
knowingly  obtained  any  information  from 
improper  sources. 
^ ,  Mr.  PonHmbjf.    I  caa  only  say,  upon 


ceive  myself  or  ever  heard  Ihai  anyof  my 
friends  had  received  any  communications 
from  the  agents  of  foreign  Governments 
daring  the  course  of  my  life.  I  hope  the 
noble  lord  will  not  now  aaseri  that  we  hav« 
clandestinely  received  information  from 
foreign  agents. 

Lord  CaHUreagh,  I  wish  to  understand 
in  what  way  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
meant  to  apply  the  terms     '  false  and 

base  ^* 

Mr.  Timi^  observed,  that  this  disagree* 
able  discussion  might  in  a  moment  be 
terminated,  if  the  noble  lord  would  admit 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  insinuate  that 
improper  practices  had  existed  on  the 
subject. 

Lord  CaUlereatijL  I  am  not  prepared,  I 
confess,  to  make  such  an  admission.  .\ 
think  the  information  was  not  obtained 
constitutionally,  or  properly. 

Mr.  Tiemry  was  quite  willing  to  be  exat 
mined  as  to  any  suspicious  correspondence 
he  was  concerned  in.  No  body  hai)  fewer 
correspondents.  It  was  impossible  for 
the  noble  lord  to  mean  that  any  improper 
or  treasonable  intercourse  had  been  car** 
ried  on  with  the  enemy.  Such  a  charge 
would  be  ridiculous. 

Mr.  Whitbread  did  not  understand  what 
the  noble  lord  meant  by  the* terms, 
*  constitutionally  and  properly.'  He  was 
satisfied  that  the  noble  lord  was  too  manly 
to  advance  any  thing  against  his/  oppo« 
nents  which  he  was  not  prepared  to  justify, 
and  therefore  asked  if  he  had  any  serious 
charge  to  bring  against  them,  of  their  hav« 
ing  acted  in  a  manner  inconsistent  with 
their  duties  as  citizens  and  members  of 
parliament.  If  he  meant  to  make  no  such 
charge,  his  right  hon.  friend  would  be 
satisfied  that  there  was  no  foundation  for 
what  had  fallen  from  him  ;  .that  the  noble 
lord  could  not  have  meant  what  he  had 
understood  him  to  say. 

The  Speaker,  I  am  quite  persuaded 
that  the  House  cannot  suffer  the  debate  to 
terminate  with  such  words  unexplained. 
Whatever  might  be  the  heat  of  debate,  or 
the  strength  of  the  impression  they  made, 
they  are  words  that,  1  am  sure,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  will  disclaim  having  used 
in  a  personal  and  offensive  sense.  They 
are  certainly  words  not  to  be  employed 
without  an  explanation,  that  they  were  not 
intended  to  give  personal  offence.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  owes  it  to  the  House 
to  give  some  explanation. 

Mr«  Pott^anty.    I  am  sur^  Mr.  Speaker,- 
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that  thif  is  not  Xb%  place  lor  a  man  to  be 
too  periinacioiit  regarding  any  expres- 
tions  he  may  hare  used>  since  he  most 
know  what  would  be  the  consequence  of 
the  intervention  of  the  chair,  out  I  sub- 
mit to  you,  Sir»  that  I  was  not  the  first  per* 
ioo  whose  language  was  exceptionable.  I 
made  no  charge  against  any  individual  of 
Koldiog  clandestine  correspondence  with 
an  enemy •  Let  the  noble  .lord  place  bim« 
self  in  our  situation  and  suppose  the  accu- 
sation brought  against  himself^  would  he 
not  feel  it  very  acutely  ? 

Lord  CaUkrcagh,  I  objected  on  the 
general  principle  to  the  employment  of 
information  that  roust  directly  or  indi- 
rectly have  eome  from  such  sources  as 
those  to  which  I  alluded.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  ought  to  be  the  last  person  to 
complain  of  unparliamentary  language. 

Mr.  Homer  begged  to  be  allowed  to 
say  a  few  words,  as  the  individual  to 
whom  the  remark  of  the  noble  lord  was 
intended  to  apply*  He  did  not  feel  called 
upon  to  state  what  were  his  sources  of 
information,  and  the  House  would  not 
suppose  that  any  guilt  was  connected  with 
them  until  it  were  satisfactorily  proved. 
Oq  such  a  charge,  however,  it  was  not 
unnatural  that  his  right  hon.  friend  should 
have  felt  warmly,  knowing  that  the  noble 
lord  had  no  Ibondation  for  the  imputation. 
The  noble  lord  ought  to  make  allowances 
for  the  heat  of  debate,  and  ought  to  take 
this  opportunity  of  disclaiming  any  thing 
of  a  personal  nature. 

Lord  Castlereagh,  I  have  no  difficulty 
in  admitting  that  I  intended  no  personal 
charge.  I  did  feel  that  a  motion  made 
upon  intelligence  procured  through  indi* 
rect  channels  was  not  such  as  Parliament 
could  wisely  adopt. 

Mr.  Tierney  was  folly  persuaded  that 
his  right  hon.  friend  would  be  satisfied 
when  ihe  accusation  was  put  in  that  way. 
He  was  sure  that  the  natural  good*humour, 
of  which  the  noble  lord  possessed  so  large 
a  share,  would  prevail  to  restore  amity. 
The  noble  lord  had  at  first  undoubtedly 
oaed  a  very  strong  expression. 

Lord  Camlatag^*  I  am  not  aware  that 
I  employed  any  strong  language  that 
could  reasonably  be  made  the  subject  of 
complaint.  I  apprehend  that  a  motion 
made  on  information  of  such  a  description 
would  not  deserve  the  attention  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr.  Pantanby,  I  confess  that  I  did  feel 
for  my  hon.  friend,  when  the  charge  was 
made,  very  strongly.    I  felt  for  myself. 


and  lor  all  those  by  whom  I  am  nsually 
tarronnded ;  and  1  am  happy  to  find  that 
nothing  was  intended.  1  did  assert  thai 
the  accusation  was  of  a  most  serious  nature 
to  every  man  who  values  his  character^ 
and  with  that  impression  I  employed  the 
words  in  the  warmth  of  debate :  after  the 
explanation  of  the  noble  lord,  I  may  ssy 
that  I  am  sorry  I  u«ed  them. 

Mr.  WeliesUy  Pole  congratulated  the 
House  on  the  good  humour  into  which  it 
had  subsided.  He  thought  that  the  gen^ 
tiemen  opposite  had  profited  by  the  lesson 
which  they  had  received.  Their  tone  wai 
greatly  changed,  and  they  could  no  longer 
sing  out  their  usual  charge  against  hia 
Majesty's  ministers,  that  through  their 
fault  a  valuable  ally  had  been  lost.  He 
praised  the  fairness  with  which  the  ques- 
tion had  been  brought  forward,  and 
thought  it  had  been  proved  that  it  waa 
impossible  to  follow  an)**  other  line  of 
conduct  than  that  which  ministers  had 
adopted. 

Mr.  Proiheroe  having  remarked  that  the 
hon.  member  for  Bedford  had  cast  his  eyeT 
rather  In  a  sneering  manner  towards  him, 
on  hearing  some  gentlemen  on  his  part  of 
the  House  cheer  the  noble  lord,  said  he 
should  take  that  opportunity  of  expressing 
aloud  the  satisfactory  impression  which 
that  noble  lord's  defence  had  made  upon 
him. 

Mr.  Homar,  in  reply,  contended,  that 
he  had  a  right  to  seek  to  obtain  infortea- 
tion  in  a  constitutional  manner.  The  noble 
lord's  speech  bad  not  altered  the  iropres« 
sion  on  his  mind  ;  though  he  approved 
of  his  having  reduced  the  question  to 
one  of  good  faith.  The  noble  lord  had 
directed  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  reports  of  military  commanders  who 
had  described  Murat's  conduct;  butunless 
they  made  out  that  it  had'been  such  in 
the  campaign  as  could  not  be  fairly  attri- 
buted to  the  imperfection  of  all  human 
efforts,  they  had  not  proved  what  was 
necessary  to  support  their  case.  The 
noble  lord  had  chiefly  relied  on  a  collec- 
tion of  letters,  which  were  certainly 
curious,  as  they  unfolded  the  private 
character  and  dispositions  of  men  of  whom 
one  had  heard  so  much ;  hut  they  did  not 
touch  the  question.  They  were  all  prior 
to  the  4th  of  March,  when  the  ratification 
of  the  Treaty  had  been  signed  on  the  part 
of  Austria,  and. a  month  before  we  had 
acceded  to  that  Treaty.  Murat's  conduct 
before  he  had  entered  into  any  final  en- 
gagement with  the  Allies^  coald.be.no 
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ground  of  conplaink,  and  the  lelters  only 
applied  to  that  p«riod«  It  was  only  Bob- 
fleqoently  to  the  engagement  that  hecoold 
be  declared  guilty  of  a  breach  of  faith. 
He  alto  thought  that  the  manner  tn  which 
pome  of  the  letters  had  been  procured, 
ahottid  be  explained.  There  was  a  letter 
irom  Buonapari6  to  Murat,  written  at 
Nangis,  and,  strange  to  say,  afterwards 
found  at  Paris  by  prmce  Talleyrand.  On 
this,  boweyer,  he  should  not  expatiate.  If 
bis  Majesty'e  Gorernment  could  prove  a 
breach  of  faith  on  Murat's  part,  then  it 
was  clear  that  they  wer^  freed  from  all 
engagements  with  him,  but  this  he  con- 
tended had  not  been  done. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  carried. 

PAPXaS  RELATING  TO  THE  NbGOCIA- 
TIOMS  WITH  THE  GOVBKNMENT  pF  NaPLES.] 

In  consequence  of  the  preceding  motion; 
the  following  Papers,  relating  to  the  Nego- 
ciatioos  with  the  GoTernment  of  Naples, 
were  laid,  by  command  of  his  royal  high- 
ness the  Prince  Regent,  before  both  Houses 
of  Parliament. 

PAPERS  BELATIVB  TO  NAPLES,  PRE- 
SENTED TO  BOTH  Houses  of  Par- 
liament BT  COMMAND  OF  HIS  RoYAL 

Highness  the  Prince  Regent. 
List  qf  Papers. 

No.  1. — Dispatch  from  Viscount  Castie- 
reagh  to  Earl  Bathurst,  dated  fiasle,  9Sd  Jan. 
1814.  Inclosure  in  No.  1.  Treaty  between 
Austria  and  Naples,  signed  at  Naples,  8th 
January  1814. 

S.— Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Viscount 
Castlereash  to  Lord  William  Bentinck,  dated 
Basle,  S9a  January  1814. 

3. — Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Viscount 
Castlereagh  to  Lord  w.  Bentinck,  dated 
Chatillon,  4th  February  1814. 

4. — ^Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Viscount 
Castlereagh  to  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  datedTroyes, 
15th  February  1814. 

5. — Dispatch  from  Lord  W.  Bentinck  to 
Earl  Bathurst,  dated  Palermo,  15th  Feb.  1814. 

Inclosure  referred  to  in  No.  5. — ^Translation 
of  Armistice  between  the  British  and  Neapo- 
litan Forces,  done  at  Naples,  Sd  Feb.  1814. 

6. — Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Viscount 
Castlereagh  to  Lord  W.  Bentinck,  dated 
Chatillon,  S  1st  Februai^  1 8 14. 

7. — Dispatch  from  Viscount  Castlereagh  to 
Lord  W.  Bentinck,  dated  Dijon,  SOth  March 
1814. 

8. — Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Lord  W.  Ben- 
tinck, dated  Dijon,  3d  Aoril  1814. 

Inclosure  in  No.  8.  Memoir  of  the  Duke 
of  Cainpo  Chiaro. 

9. — Dispatch  from  Viscount  Castlereagh  to 
Earl  Bathurst,  dated  Vienna,  7th  December 
1614.   Two  Jnclosures. 


Pifem  rekimg  0  ik  N^gptkuiom 


[60 


First  Inclosure  in  No:,  f .    Ifistorical  Mo- 

mour  on  the  political  Conduct  of  Murat,  from 
the  Battle  of  Leipzic  to  the  Peace  of  Paris,  of 
the  SOth  of  May  1814. 

Second  Inclosure  in  No.  P.  Observations 
thereupon  by  General  Nugent. 

10. — Note  firom  the  Neapolitan  Ministers 
to  Viscount  Castlereagb,  dated  Vienna,  39th 
December  1814. 

11.— Dispatch  from  Lord  W.  Bentinck  to 
Viscount  Castlereagh,  dated  Florence,  7th 
January  1815. 

13. — Letter  from  Mr.  Vice  Consul  Walker 
to  Viscount  Castlereagh,  dated  Naples,  7th 
March  1815. 

Id. — Extract  of  a  Dspatch  from  Viscount 
Castlereaeh  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  datdl 
Foreign  Pffice,  94th  March  1815.  Wilh  one 
Inclosure. 

14.»£xtract  The  Duke  of  Wellington  to 
Vlscounl  Castlereagh,  dated  Vienna,  S5th 
February  1815. 

One  Inclosure.  Note  from  the  Duke  of 
Campo  Chiaro  to  Prince  Metternich,  dated 
Vienna,  95th  January  1815. 

15.— Extract.  The  Duke  of  Wellington  to 
Viscount  Castlereagh,  dated  Vienna,  25Ui 
March  1815. 

16.— The  Duke  of  Wellington  to  Viscount 
Castlereagh,  dated  Vienna,  88th  Marcl^  1815. 
Five  Inclosures. 

17. — ^The  Earl  of  Clancarty  to  Viscount 
Castlereagh,  dated  Vienna,  15th  April  1815. 
Eight  Inclosures. 
18. — Extract.    Comte  de  Blacas  to  Viscount 

Castlereaeh,  dated  Paris,  4th  March  1815. 

Eight  Inclosures. 

Letter  of  Eliza  Buonaparte  to  her  brother 
Napoleon,  dated  Lucca,  14th  February  1814. 

Letter  of  Napoleon  Buonaparte  to  his  sister 
Eliza,  dated  Nangis,  17th  Feoruary  1814. 

Letter  of  Mons.  Fouch^  to  Napoleon  Buo- 
naparte, dated  Lucca,  18th  February  1814. 

Letter  of  Eugene  Beauharnois  to  Napoleon 
Buonaparte,  dated  Volta,  SOth  February,  181 4« 

Correspondence  of  French  Consuls  in  Italy, 
dated  Sd  and  3d  March  1814. 

Letter  of  Napoleon  Buonaparte  to  Marshal 
Murat ;  no  date. 

Letter  from  the  Duke  de  Feltrc  to  Napoleon 
Buonaparte,  dated  Paris,  Sd  March  1814.        ^ 

Letter  of  Napoleon  Buonaparte  to  Marshal 
Murat,  dated  5  th  March. 

19.— Extract.  Lord  W.  Bentinck  to  Mar- 
shal Bellegarde,  dated  Verona,  25th  March 
1814. 

No.  I. «— Viscount   Castlereagh   to   Earl 
Bathurst,  dated  Basle, 22d  Jan.  1814. 

My  Lord ;  Having  received'from  prince 
Metternich  an  official  communication, 
that  the  Emperor  of  Austria  has  con* 
eluded  a  Treaty  with  the  person  exercis- 
ing the  ffovemment  of  Naples,  of  whicb 
your  lordship  will  receive  a  copy  inclosed,. 
I  haye  lAftracted  lord  William  Bentinck 
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to  the  efleel  conUined  in  toy  ditfMtcii  to 
bim  of  tbit  date»  wbich  I  trott  tbe  Prince 
Regent  will  approTe  under  the  circom* 
stances  of  the  cMe»  end  the  importance  of 
•ccamalating  every  possible  exertion  at 
this  great  criiis  against  the  common 
enemy.    I  hare  the  honoar  to  be«  &c. 

Castleeaach. 

(Uehnrt  at  No.  1 . J— TVoatbim.  'Treaty 
between  the  Cooru  of  Vienna  and 
Naples* 

In    tbe   name  of   the  Most  Holy   and 
Undivided  Trinity. 

Hia  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Aostria, 
Kiojg  of  Hmiffary  and  Bohemia*  and  bis 
MsjeKy  tbe  King  of  Naples,  desirous  of 
oementing,  by  the  most  intimate  anion* 
the  welfare  of  their  respective  States*  and 
of  concerting  at  the  same  time  on  the 
means  the  best  adapted  for  secoring  to 
Europe,  and  in  parlicolar  to  the  people  of 
luly*  a  durable  state  of  peace,  founded  on 
the  independence  and  the  balance  of  the 
Powers*  have  resolved  to  conclode  a 
Treaty  of  Alliance  for  the  union  of  their 
eflbrts*  with  a  view  to  obtain  the  end  pro- 
posed. 

They  have  therefore  named :  That  is  to 
<ay  :— His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Aus- 
tria* King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia*  the 
Sieor  Adam  Albert*  count  de  Neipperg, 
Knight  of  the  Order  of  Maria  Theresa, 
Grand  Cross  of  the  Order  of  St.  Anne  of 
Russia*  Knight  of  the  Military  Order  of 
St.  George,  Commander  of  the  Military 
Order  of  the  Sword  of  Sweden*  acting 
Chamberlain,  and  Lieutenant-general  of 
his  Armies ;  and  the  Sieur  Felix  Count  de 
Mier*  actual  Chamberlain,  and  his  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipoten* 
tiary  to  the  Court  of  Naples.  And  his 
Majesty  the  King  of  Naples  tbe  Sieur 
Martin  Mastrilli,  Duke  de  Gallo,  Great 
Dicntiary  of  the  Order  of  the  Two  Sicilies, 
and  of  that  of  tbe  Iron  Crown,  Knight  of 
the  Order  of  the  Golden  Fleece,  Conn* 
cillor  of  State*  and  his  Minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs. 

Who*  after  having  exchanged  their  full 
powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  following 
Articles  :— 

Art.  1.— There  shall,  from  the  period 
of  the  signature  of  the  present  Treaty,  be 
peace*  alliance,  and  a  sincere  onion  be- 
tween his  Majesty  tbe  Emperor  of  Austria, 
l^ing  of  Hunfcary  and  Bohemia*  and  his 
Majesty  tbe  King  of  Naples*  their  heirs 
nnd  successors,  their  respective  states  and 
aoljects,  from  thencefiMrth  and  for  ever. 


The  high  contracting  parties  shallcontrK 
bote  all  in  their  power  lo  the  maintenance 
of  a  reciprocal  friendship  and  correspon- 
dent feeling  towards  each  other,  avoiding 
whataver  can  weaken  the  union  and  gooS 
understanding  so  happily  subsisting  be« 
tween  them. 

Art.  2.-~The  alliance  between  the  two 
hi^b  contracting  parties  shall  have  for  ita 
object  the  prosecution  of  tbe  present  war, 
in  otder  to  concur,  by  their  united  eflbrls, 
towards  the  re*establishment  of  a  just 
tialance  of  power,  and  to  secure  a  red 
state  of  peace  to  Europe*  and  in  particular 
to  Italy*  where  the  two  high  contracting 
parties  guarantee  the  defence  of  their 
states  and  interests. 

Art.  5.— In  consequence  of  the  pre* 
ceding  article*  the  high  contracting  partiee 
have  agreed  to  assist  each  other  with  all 
the  means  which  Providence  has  placed 
at  their  disposal*  and  not  to  lay  dowa 
their  arms  but  by  mutual  agreement. 

Art.  4^— His  Majeity  the  Emperor  of 
Austria*  King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia* 
ffuarantees  to  his  Majesty  the  King  of 
Naples,  and  to  his  heirs  and  successors,  the 
free  and  peaceable  enjoyment*  and  also 
tbe  full  and  entire  sovereignty  of  all  the 
states  of  which  his  Majesty  is  actually  hi 
possession  in  Italy*  His  Imperial  and 
Royal  Apostolic  Majesty  will  use  his  good 
offices  for  the  inducing  his  allies  to  accede 
to  the  present  guarantee. 

Art.  5.— 'In  order  to  fix  more  precisely 
the  assistance  which  the  high  contracting 
parties  shall  furnish  to  the  common  cause, 
nis  Majesty  tbe  Emperor  of  Austria,  Kin|( 
of  Hungary  and  ^  bohemia*  engages  to 
keep  constantly  in  the  field  150,000  men^ 
of  which  60,000  at  least  shall  be  to  act  in 
Italy.  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Naplee 
promises  likewise  to  bring  into  the  field  a 
corps  of  30,000  men.  These  troops,  con- 
sisting of  a  proportionate  number  of  in- 
fantry, cavalry*  and  artillery,  shall  be 
constantly  kept  op  to  the  full  quota*  whilst 
the  present  war  shall  laat. 

Art.  G.-»In  case  the  forces  stipulated 
in  the  preceding  article  should  not  be 
sufficient  for.  the  defence  of  each  other's 
states,  and  tbe  common  intereits,  his  Ma- 
jesty the  Emperor  of  Austria,  King  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia,  and  his  Majesty 
tbe  King  of  Naples,  reciprocally  promiae 
to  augment  their  auxiliary  forces  accord* 
ing  to  the  exigency  of  the  case,  preaerving 
always  the  proportion  settled  in  the  pre- 
ceding article. 

Art.  7.-«In  caso  his  Majesty  the  King 
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of.  Naples  shall  be  at  the.  head  of  his 
arroy»  the  corps  of  Austrian  troops  de- 
tached from  the  main  army,  and  ooited 
with  the  corps  of  Neapolitan  troops  for. 
the  purpose  of  acting  together,  shall  be 
under  the  immediate  orders  of  this  Sove- 
reign.—-In  the  contrary  case,  the  grand 
Austrian  army  in  Italy  being  commanded 
by  a  field-marshal,  or  a  general  in  chief 
of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
the  Neapolitan  corps  destined  to  act  with 
it,  shall  be  under  the  orders  of  the  said 
general.  In  case  his  Majesty  the  King 
shall  be  present,  the  opera.tions  shall  be 
reciprocally  combined  and  concerted  in 
the  manner  the  most  analogous  to  the 
common  interests,  and  to  the  success  of 
the  armies  of  the  two  Allies.  In  case  his 
Majesty  the  King  shall  not  be  present  at 
the  army,  the  general  commanding  the 
Neapolitan  troops  will  have  to  follow  the 
orders  of  the  general  in  chief  of  .the 
Austrian  army,  according  to  the  plan 
concerted  betireen  the  two  armies. 

Art.  8. — With  this  view  there  shall  be 
concluded^  immediately  after  the  signa- 
ture pf  the  present  Treaty,  a  military 
invention  for  regulating  every  thing  re- 
lative to  the  operations  of  the  two  armies, 
V>  the  lines  which  they  will  have  to 
occupy,  and  also  to  the  provisioning  and 
10  the  subsistence  of  the  respective  troops* 

ArL  9. — ^The  trophies,  booty,  and  pri- 
soners which  shall  have  been  taken  from 
the  enemyy  shall  belong  to  the  troops 
who  take  them. 

Art.  10. — ^The  high  contracting  parties 
reciprocally  promise,  that  neither  the  one 
9or  the  other  will  conclude  a  truce,  or  a 
peace,  without  including  therein  his  ally. 
.  Art.  1 1« — Orders  shall  be  given  to  the 
ambassadors  and  ministers  of  the  high 
contracting  parties,  accredited  to  foreign 
courts,  to  afibrdj  reciprocally,  their  good 
offices,  and  to  act  in  perfect  concert  on 
every  occurrence  relating  to  the  interest 
of  their  Sovereigns. 

Art.  12.— His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
Austria,  King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia, 

Sromises  the  restitution  of  all  the  Neapo- 
tan  prisoners  in  his  power,  afid  will  use 
his  good  offices  for  the  restitution  of  those 
detained  by  the  Allied  Powers. 

Art.  ]  3. — ^The  present  Treaty  shall  be 
vatified,  and  the  ratifications  sh^U  be  ex* 
changed  at  Naples  with  the  least  possible 
delay. 

In  faith  whereof  the  respective  pie* 
nipotentiaries  have  signed  h,  and  have 
affixed  thereto  the  impressina  of  their 


arms.-— Done  at  Naple^  the  llth  of  Ja« 

nuary,  1814w 

(L.  S.)  Count  ob  Ni£PP£aG, 
(L.'  S.)  Count  ob  Mies, 
(L  S.)  Le  Due  Di  Gallo* 

Secret  Articles  to  the  Treaty  concluded 
between  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and 
Naples. 

Article  1.— In  order  to  prevent  all  pre- 
text of  dispute  between  their  Majestiea 
the  King  of  Naples  and  the  King  of  Sicily, 
his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  King 
of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  engages  to 
employ  every  means  to  obtain,  in  favour 
of  his  Majesty  King  Joachim  Napoleon, 
and  his  descendants,  a  formal  act  of  re- 
nunciation from  his  Majesty  the  King  of 
Sicily,  for  himself  and  his  successors,  for 
ever,  to  all  his  pretetisions  to  the  klngdom^ 
of  Naples;  his  renunciation  shall  be  ac* 
knowledged  and  guaranteed  by  his  Ma« 
jesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria  to  his  Ma« 
jesty  the  King  of  Naples,  and  his  Im- 
perial Majesty  will  use  his  endeavours 
with  the  other  Allied  Powers  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  from  them,  a  like  ac^ 
knowledgment  and  guarantee. — On  the 
other  hand,  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Naples 
renounces  for  himself  and  successors;  all 
pretensions  to  the  kingdom  of  Sicily,  and 
declares  himself  ready  to  guarantee  tfad 
possession  of  it  to  the  present  reigning 
dynasty. — ^The  Allied  Powers  not  having 
it  however  in  their  power  to  accede  to 
the  guarantee  of  the  kingdom  of  Naples, 
to  King.  Joachim,  except  on  condition  of 
the  engagement  reciprocally  entered  into 
between  them,  to  procure  a  suitable,  in- 
demnity to  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Sicily ; 
his  Majesty  the  King  of  Naples  engages, 
from  this  date,  to  admit  the  principle  of 
this  indemnity ;  and  as  the  efforts  of  his 
Neapolitan  Majesty  are  to  be  directed 
towards  all  the  objects  of  the  grand  Eu- 
ropean alliance,  he  takes  the  especial  en- 
gagement to  extend  those  efforts,  in  order 
to  procure  the  said  indemnity  for  tho 
King  of  Sicily. 

Art.  2.— His  Imperial  and  Royal  Ma- 
jesty also  engages  to  make  use  of  his 
good  offices,  to  accelerate  the  conclusion 
of  peace  between  his  Majesty  the  King  of 
Naples  and  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Greaa 
Britain,  on  bases  just,  solid,  and  honour* 
able  to  both  -parties,  as  well  as  for  the 
re«estab1ishment  of  friendship,  and  of  a 
good  understanding  between  his  Majesty* 
the  King  of  Naplea,  and  the  other  Powers 
allied  to  Austria. 
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Art.  .3.— The  two  high  contracting 
parties,  acknowledging  that  his  Majesty 
the  King  of  Naples  cannot  march  his 
troops  farther  from  his  kingdom  than  they 
are  at  present,  without  the  certainty  of 
having  nothing  to  fear  from  a  landing 
upon  bis  cdasts,  it  is  expressly  understood, 
that  his  Neapolitan  Majesty  shall  not  be 
required  to  employ  his  troops  in  active 
service  according  to  the  plan  of  opera- 
tions to  be  combined,  until  the  cessation 
of  hostilities  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
with  respect  to  his  Neapolitan  Majesty, 
shall  be  completely  secured. 

Art.  4. — His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
Aostria,  King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia, 
engages  earnestly  to  endeavour,  at  the 
period  of  a  general  peace,  to  obtain  for 
his ,  Majesty  the  King  of  Naples  an  in- 
demnity for  the  sacriBces  and  exertions 
which  his  said  Majesty  may  have  made  in 
support  of  the  common  cause,  by  obtain- 
ing for  him  a  good  military  frontier 
suitable  to  the  political  interests  of  the 
two  Powers,  and  to  the  relations  of  friend- 
ship and  onion  established  between  them 
by  the  present  Treaty* 

Art.  5. — ^The  two  high  contracting  par- 
ties reserve  to  themselves,  at  the  period 
of  a  general  peace,  to  concert  more  par- 
ticolarfy,  and  with  still  greater  confidence, 
the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  of  defensive 
alliance  between  them,  with  the  view  of 


Romaii  states^  and  according  to  the  mutual 
convenience  of  the  two  countries.  His 
Imperial  and  Royal  Apostolic  Majesty  will 
use  his  good  offices  with  the  holy  Father 
and  the  high  Allies,  to  induce  them  to 
sanction  this  concession.  His  Majesty  the 
King  of  Naples,  on  his  part,  Solemnly 
engages  to  consider  this  arrangement  as 
satisfying  all  his  expectations  of  territorial 
acquisition.  The  present  additional  ar- 
ticle shall  be  ratified  separately,  and  the 
ratifications  thereof  shall  be  exchanged  at. 
the  same  time  as  those  of  the  Treaty 
patent  and  secret  of  this  day.  Done  at 
Naples,  the  11th  January  I&14. 

(L.  S.)  Lb  Comtb  db  Nbippesg, 
(L.  S.)  Lb  Comtb  db  Mibr, 
(L.  S.)  Lb  Dug  db  Gallo. 

Second  additional  Article  to  the  Treaty 
signed  between  his  Imperial  and 
Royal  Apostolic  Majesty,  apd  his 
Majesty  the  >King  of  Naples. 

The  Farnesian  properly  at  Rome,  and 
the  allodial  property  in  the  Icingdom'  of 
Naples,  are  expressly  comprehended  in 
the  "guarantee  promised  by  his  Imperial, 
Royal  and  Apostolic  Majesty,  to  his  Ma- 
jesty the  King  of  Naples,  by  the  fourth 
Article  of  the  Treaty  of  the  llih  of 
January.  In  witness  whereof,  the  under* 
signed,  furnished  with  the  special  full 
Powers  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 


reciprocally  guaranteeing  their  states  in    Austria,  King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia, 


Italy,  and  of  mutually  contributing  to  the 
common  advantages  of  their  subjects  and 
their  dominions. 

These  secret  articles  shall  be  ratified 
separately,  and  the  ratifications  thereof 
shall  be  exchanged  at  the  same  time  with 
those  orthe  Treaty  of  this  day.-— Done  at 
Naples,  the  11th  of  January  1814. 

(L.  S.)  Lb  Comtb  be  Neippbbg> 
(L.  S.)  Lb  Comtb  db  Mibb, 
(L.  S.)  Lb  Due  db  Gallo. 

Additional  and  Secret  Article  of  the 
Treaty  concluded  between  the  Courts 
of  Vienna  and  Naples. 

His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
King  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  and  his 
Majesty  the  King  of  Naples,  desiring  to 
come  to  an  immediate  arrangement  re- 
specting the  stipulations  of  the  4th  Article 
of  the  Secret  Treaty  signed  at  Naples  the 
11th  January,  have  agreed  as  follows  :—;, 
His  Imperial  and  Apostolic  Majesty  en-, 
gages  to  secure  to  his  Neapolitan  Majesty 
an  acquisition^  calculated  upon  the  scale 
of  400,000  souls,  to  be  taken  from  the 
(VOL.  XXXI.) 


and  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Naples, 
have  signed  the  present  additional  Article, 
and  have  affixed  thereunto  the  seal  of  their 
arms. — Done  at  Cbaumont,  the  3d  March 
1814. 

(L.  S.)     Lb  Princb  db  Mbttbrnich. 

(L.  S.)     Lb  Due  DE  Campochiaro. 

(L.  S.)    Lb  Princb  db  Cariati. 

No.  2. — ^Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Vis- 
count Castlereagh  to  Lord  W.  Ben- 
tinck,  dated  Basle,  22d  January  1814. 

The  Emperor  of  Austria  having  entered 
into  engagements  with  the    person  now 
exercising  the  government  of  Naples,  by 
the  tenour  of  which  engagements  it  .is 
agreed,  that  a  corps  of  Neapolitan  troops, 
not  less  than  30,000  men,  shall  imme- 
diately join  the  Austrian  army  of  Italy, 
for    the    purpose   of   acting    offensively 
against  the  common  enemy,  I  am  to  sig- 
nify to  your  lordship  the  Prince  Regenvs 
pleasure,  that  as  soon  as  you  receive  from 
his  Imperial  Majesty's  mmister  at  Naples^ 
the  Count  Neipperg,  a  copy  of  this  Treaty, 
your  lordship  do  immediately,  upon  th« 
(F) 
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faith  of  that  itistrument,  suspend  hottitlties 
agaiDst  the  Government  of  Naples,  or  the 
part  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  I  am  also  to 
direct,  that  yoa  will  take  measorcs  for 
prevailing  upon  his  Sicilian  Majesty^  to  do 
ihe  samep— The  Treaty,  actually  signed, 
having  been  returned  by  prince'  Metter- 
nich  to  count  Neipperg,  to  have  some 
alterations  made  in  its  detail^  1  inclose  a 
copy  of  the  Treaty  as  it  is  proposed  to  be 
amended,  in  order  that  your  lordship  may 
,see  that  the  act,  as  executed,  is  sobstan^ 
tially  conformable  to  the  intentions  of  the 
Austrian  Government,  as  notified  to  me. 
—You  will  notify  the  Arm Fstice,- should  it 
be  concluded,  to  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
efficers  by  sea  and  land,  as  far' as  circum- 
stances will  permit,  for  the  direction  of 
their  conduct. 

No.  3. — Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from 
Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Lord  W. 
Bentinck,  dated  Chatilloni  Feb.  ^^ 
1814. 


The  subject  of  the  negociatioos  with 
Morat,  and  the  principles  upon  which  the 
British  Government  has  acted,  are  so  fully 
known  to  your  lordship,  that  you  will  be 
enabled  to  bring  the  whole  under  the  con- 
'  sideration  of  the  Court  of  Palermo,  in  the 
manner  which  will  best  serve  to  place  the 
conduct  observed  by  your  Court,  through*^ 
out  these  transactions,  in  the  most  correct 
point  of  view. 

,It  would  have  afforded  the  Prince  Re- 
gent the  truest  satisfaction,  to  have  seen 
his  Sicilian  Majesty  replaced  on  the 
throne  of  Naples  by  the  exertions  of  the 
Allies;  but  there  has  been  throughout, 
the  obvious  danger,  that  in  aiming  at  too 
much,  his  Sicilian  Majesty  might  lose  all ; 
and  that  the  Allies,  in  endeavouring  to 
assert  too  tenaciously  the  interests  of  the 
Sicilian  family,  might  sacrifice  the  com- 
mon cause.  This  consideration  has  been 
the  governing  principle  of  all  their  mea- 
sures; and  it  is  one,  to  the  justice  of 
which  the  hereditary  Prince  was  himself, 
upon  discussion  with  your  lordship  at  a 
former  period,  not  insensible. 

Your  lordship  Will  be  enabled  to  im- 
press his  Royal  Highnesses  mind,  that  if 
the  necessity  for  the  measure,  in  a  defen- 
sive view,  had  become  less  prcfssing,  from 
the  late  successes  of  the  Allies,  it  was  not 
the  less  important  in  the  great  scale  of  the 
war.  Murat's  army,  united  to  the  Vice- 
roy's, most  have  neutralized  the  Austrian 
cfllorts  in  Italy ;  the  deliverance  of  that 
important  featace  of  Europe  omit  haye 
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been,  postponed,  if  not  hasarded,  and  the 
use  of  marshal  Bellegarde's  force  altoge- 
ther lost  to  the  prosecution  of  the  war  ia 
France  itself. 

Under  these  circumstances,  there  was 
only,  one  honourable  and  prudent  line  to 
pursue ;  to  endeavour  to  combine  his  Sici- 
lian Majesty's  interests  with  those  of  the 
common  cause,  and  to  secure  for  him  a 
suitable  indemnity,  rather  than  hazard  ali 
the  interests  concerned. 

My  note  to  prince  Metternirh,  of  the 
27th  ultimo,  will  put  your  lordship  in 
possession  of  the  steps  I  have  already- 
taken,  on  the  ptirt  of  my  Court,  to  support 
his  Sicilian  Majesty's  claims.  I  cannot 
hope  that  such  a  possession  as  Naples  can 
be  found  for  his  Sicilian  Majesty ;  but  the 
British  Government  will  support  his  in- 
tereits  cordially,  and  avail  themselves  of 
their  relations  with  Murat  to  give  weight 
to  their  intervention. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  from  your 
lordship  on  this  subject  any  informatioa 
you  conceive  may  assist  the  Prince  Regent 
m  furthering  hi^  Sicilian  Majesty's  claim 
to  a  suitable  indemnity. 

No.  4. — Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from 
Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Lord  W. 
Bentinck,  dated  Troyes,  15tb  Feb. 
18H. 


I  trust,  my  letter  to  your  lordship  from 
Basle,  will  have  enabled  you  to  make  such 
an  arrangement  with  Morat,  as  may  give 
to  the  Austrian  operations  in  Italy  the 
entire  benefit  of  his  military  mean^.  Yoa 
will  have  observed  by  that  dispatch,  as 
well  as  by  one  which  I  addressed  to  your 
lordship  from  Chatillon-sur- Seine,  that  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  takes 
the  most  cordial  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
bis  Majesty  the  King  of  Sicily ;  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  your  best  exertions 
will  not  have  been '  wanting,  to  impress 
upon  Murat,  that  no  accommodation  can 
take. place  with  him  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  e^pept  upon  the  principle,  of  his 
uniting,  so  far  as  depends  upon  him,  in 
procuring  a  suitable  and  just  indemnity 
tor  his  Sicilian  Majesty,  as  well  as  of  his 
co-operating  in  the  common  cause  against 
France. 

No.  5.— Lord  William  Bentinck  to  Earl 

Bathurst. 

Palermo,  Pebruaty  15,  ]81i»  ^ 
My  Lord ;  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit 
herewith  a  copy  of  an  Armistice  concluded 
betwoca  the  Doke  de  Gallo  and  myacif. 
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CONVENTIOIC. 

Tbo  iUMlerfigned>  in  Tirtae  of  the  foil 
powori  with  which  they  ore  in¥ettod»  ha?e 
GODcloded  tho  foUowing  ConTeniion  :— 

Art.  ^—There  shall  he  from  this  doy 
forward  on  entire  cetsotion  of  hottilitiet 
by  land  and  iea»  at  well  between  the 
Briiuh  and  Neapoliun  forcei*  at  between 
the  kingdoBi  of  Ntplet  and  the  Itlandt  of 
tho  Mediterranean  and  Adriatic,  where 
Britith  forces,  or  other  troops  under  the 
mdert  of  Eoglith  commanders,  may  be 
stationed. 

Art.  2.— Duriqg  the  Armistice,  there 
shall  be  a  free  commerce  in  arfciclee  not 
prohibited  between  Great  Britain^  the 
kingdom  of  Naples,  and  the  Islands  men- 
tioned in  the  first  Article,  subject,  how« 
ever,  to  these  regOlations  which  are  esu- 
bUthod,  or  may  be  establithed,  by  the 
mpective  GoTemmentt. 

Art.  S.— 'If  the  Armistice  should  be  put 
an  end  to,  from  whatever  circumstances, 
bositlities  shall  not  be  recommenced,  until 
three  months  after  the  rupture  of  the  same 
ahall  have  been  announced  by  one  of  the 
partiee. 

Art.  4. — A  Military  ConTention  shall 
be  concluded  immediately  between  gene* 
ral  or  tuperior  officert  of  the  Austrian, 
English,  and  Neapolitan  armies,  in  order 
to  establish  the  plan  of  operations,  ac*. 
cording  to  which  the  respective  troops, 
united  in  the  same  cause,  are  to  act  in 
Italy  .—Done  at  Naples  the  Srd  day  of 
Febraary  1814.         W.  C.  Bvntinck. 

The  Duke  dk  Gallo. 

No.  6. — Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from 
Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Lord  W. 
Bentinck,  dated  Cbatillon,  Feb.  21, 
1614. 

Your  dispatches  were  delivered  to  me 
yesterday  by  captain  Graham,  who  re- 
ported to  me  such  information  as  he  had 
been  enabled  to  collect  on  his  route.  The 
point  now  of  most  importance,  is  to  secure 
the  effective  co-operation  of  the  Neapoli* 
tans,  whose  active  assistance  appears  indis- 
pensable, to  give  to  the  Allies  that  rapid 
and  commanding  success,  which  may 
speedily  decide  the  fate  of  Italy. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  that  Murat  had, 
under  some  preleat,  delayed  the  signature 
of  the  Treaty  in  its  amended  form ;  and 
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that  bo  ttill  continoea  to  show  soma 
mhiagemeiu  towards  the  enemy.  I  shoukl 
rather  impute  this  to  a  desire  still  to  push 
some  personal  views  with  the  Allies,  than 
to  any  understanding  with  Erance. 

My  letter  by  the  messenger  will  have 
put  your  lordship  folly  in  possession  of 
the  views  on  this  sobiject  of  the  Prince 
Regent's  ministers.  The  British  Govern^ 
ment  ne? or  liked  the  meature,  but  being 
taken,  they  are  perfectly  ready  to  act  up 
to  the  spirit  of  the  Austrian  Ireaty,  and 
to  acknowledge  Mofat  upon  a  peace,  on 
two  conditions ;  1st.  That  he  exerts  him* 
self  honourably  in  the  war;  and,  2dly, 
That  a  reasonable  indemnity  (it  cannot  bo 
an  equivalent)  is  found  for  the  Kin^  of 
Sicily.  I  should  hope,  with  this  basis  to 
work  upon,  you  may  not  only  quiet  any 
alarms  Murat  may  have  felt«  as  to  the 
nature  of  our  armistice,  but  furnish  him 
with  two  very  powerful  incentives  to  come 
forward  eflPectually.  In  doing  so,  he  will 
facilitate  all  his  own  views,  and  by  assist- 
ing in  the  indemnities  to  the  King  of 
Sicily,  he  may  secure  his  own  title  to 
Naples. 

I  have  forwarded  your  lordship's  mili- 
tary dispatch  to  London;  the  exertion 
you  have  made  in  assembling  this  corps  it 
highly  creditable,  and  its  presence  must 
largely  contribute  to  the  successful  issue 
of  the  campaign. 

I  shall  be  anxious  to  receive  reports  of 
your  lordship's  progress;  if  sent  to  mar- 
shal Bellegarde's  head-quarters,  sir  Robert 
Wilson  will  forward  them  to  me.  The 
Armistice,  as  now  arranged  by  your  lord- 
ship, is  perfectly  satisfactory. 

No.  7.— -Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Lord  W. 
Bentinck,  dated  March  30,  1814. 

My  Lord ;  This  instruction  will  bed«]i» 
vered  to  your  lordship  by  a  courier  of 
Prince  Metternich's.  I  propose  in^a  day 
or  two  to  forward,  by  an  English  nuis- 
senger,  a  military  instruction,  which  I 
have  received  for  your  lordship  from  lord 
Bathurst ;  but  as  bjs  lordship's  dispatch  is 
framed  upon  a  supposition  that  the  opera- 
tions are  much  farther  advanced  in  Italy 
than  is  the  fact,  the  delay  of  this  commu- 
nication for  a  few  days  can  be  of  no  preju- 
dice. 

I  cannot  dissemble  from  your  lordship 
my  disappointment,  that  the  great  supe- 
riority of  force  which  the  Allies  possess 
over  marshal  Beaubarnois,  has  not  before 
this  produced  the  results  which,  for  the 
honoujr  of>  the  arms  of  the  respective 
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Powers,  and  the  ulterior  objects  of  the 
war,  we  were  entitled  to  expect  from  sach 
ample  and  extended  iqeans.  In  your  lord- 
ship's intercourse  with  the  marshals  Belle* 
carde  and  Murat,  you  will  not  conceal 
from  them,  that  such  are  the  sentiments  of 
the  British  Government;  and  that  we 
conjure  them,  by  union  and  exertion,  no 
longer  to  aufier  their  great  and  command- 
ing armies  to  be  paralized  by  an  enemy 
so  muth  their  inferior.  * 

As  the  object  is  to  promote  union,  and 
to  put  aside  eyery  minor  consideration,  1 
am  to  signify  to  you  lordship  the  Prince 
Regent's  pleasure,  that  you  do  make  every 
effort  to  this  effect,  by  lending  yourself  to 
whatever  measure  may  best  tend  to  com* 
bine  the  exertions  of  the  allied  armies  for 
the  early  expulsion  of  the  enemy  from 
Italy. 

For  this  purpose,  you  will  to  the  utmost 
conform  to  the  views  of  marshal  Belle« 
garde,  regulating,  at  the  same  time,  your 
conduct  towards  marshal  Murat  tipon  prin- . 
ciples  of  cordiality  and  confidence;  and 
in  order,  the  better  to  effect  this,  and  pub- 
licly to  evince  the  desire  felt  by  your  Go- 
vernment zealously  to  unite  their  arms 
with  his,  your  lordship  will  select  an 
officer  of  suitable  rank  and  military  talents 
to  reside  at  the  Neapolitan  head -quarters, 
whom  you  will  direct  to  correspond  with 
me  jBtud  with  your  lordship,  as  sir  Robert 
Wilson  at  present  does. 

Your  lordship  is  already  folly  apprized 
of  the  earnest  interest  the  Prince  Regent 
takes  in  the  restoration  of  the  King  of 
Sardinia  and  the  Grafid  Duke  of  Tuscany 
to  their  ancient  dominions;  you  will  give 
every  aid  to  both,  but  you  will  studiously 
abstain  from,  encouraging  any  measure 
which  might  commit  your  Court,  or  the 
Allies,  with  respect  to  the  ultimate  dispo- 
sition of  any  of  the  other  territories. in  the 
north  of  Italy,  the  destination  of  which 
must  remain  to  be  discussed  upon  a  peace. 
—I  have,  &c.  Castlebbagh. 

No.  8.— Viscount    Castlereagh    to    Lord 
William  Bentinck. 

Dijon,  April  \Sth,  1814. 

My  Lord ;  As  several  couriers  have 
lately  been  intercepted,  I  send  you  my 
dispatch  of  the  30th  ultimo  in  duplicate, 
dlso  the  instruotioa  therein  referred  to 
from  earl  Bathurst. 

Your  lordship  will  perceive  that  the 
ebject  of  the  former  is  to  accelerate  those 
results  which  may  enable  you  to  execute 
the  important*  object  to  which  the  latter  is 


directed,  namely,  the  concentration  of  the 
whole  of  the  British  disposable  force,  em- 
ployed on  the  side  of  the  Peninsula  and 
Mediterranean,  under  the  command  of 
field -marshal  the  marquis  of  Wellington, 
in  the  heart  of  France. 

In  order,  to  bring  the  Italian  campaign 
to  a  speedy  and  successful  resuU,  it  it 
essential  that  your  lordship  should  con- 
sider your  force  merely  as  an  auxiliary 
corps,  and  that  you  should  accommodate, 
as  far  as  the  safety  of  your  army  will  per- 
mit, to  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  Austrian 
commander-in-chief.  It  is  from  him  your 
lordship  will  best  learn  what  are  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Allies,  including  those  of 
your  own  Government ;  and  should  your  • 
lordship  find  any  difficulty  in  the  execn- 
tion  of  this  service,  arising  from  what  may 
appear  to  your  lordship  to  be  a  departure 
on  the.  part  of  marshal  Marat  or  any  other 
member  of  the  Confederacy,  from  the 
true  principle  of  the  alliance,  your  lord- 
ahip  will  refer  the  matter  for  the  opinion 
of  the  Austrian  commander,  avoiding  at 
much  as  posssible  any  separate  discussions 
which  might  interfere  with  the  general 
union  and  necessary  subordination,  which 
ought  to  pervade  the  whole. 

Whilst  the  Court  of  Naples  was  hostile, 
and  the  security  of  Sicily  by  no  means 
assured,  if  my  recollection  is  not  incorrect,  - 
your  lordship's  military  instructions  re- 
stricted your  operations  to  such  parts  of 
the  coast  of  Italy  as  might  facilitate  the 
return  of  your  for^e  to  Sicily,  should  its 
presence  be  required. 

The  subsequent  change  of  circum- 
stances, recognized  clearly  in  the  Dis- 
patch I  now  send  you  from  earl  Bathurst, 
seems  to  assign  no  other  limits  to  your 
lordslkip's  movements  than  such  as  the 
military  expediency  of  the  moment  may 
suggest,  and,  subject  to  the  better  judg- 
ment of  your  lordship  and  marshal  Belle- 
garde,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  it  as 
my  opinion,  that  both  with  a  view  of  giv- 
ing donlplete  developement  to  the  active 
operations  of  the  Allies  against  the  Vice^^ 
roy,  as  well  as  of  securing  to  the  Austrian 
commander  that  weight  and  preponder- 
ance which  it  is  desirable  he  should  pos- 
sess, your  lordship's  ^  corps  can  be  in  no 
manner  so  advantageously  employed  as 
by  incorporating  it  at  once  with  the  • 
Neapolitan  army,  and  thus  creating  such 
a  force,  on  the  tight  bank  of  the  Po,  as 
may  assume  the  offensive,  without,  re- 
ference to  distant  and  complicated  combi* 
nations. 
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Tbni  coone  of  operations  will  abo  be«t 
and  soonest  approach  yoor  lordship  to 
those  passes  into  the  south  of  France* 
which  may  enable  yott«  either  alone,  or 
probably  in  conjunction  with  a  part  of 
marshal  BellegardeH  army,  to  effectuate 
yoor  junction  with  lord  Wellington,  in 
obedience  to  the  order  herewith  sent. 

I  am  sorry  to  obserf  e  that  alarms  and 
snaptctons  have  latterly  prevailed  so  as  to 
obstmct  all  useful  concert  and  co-opera- 
tion ;  faults,  perhaps,  exist  on  both  sides  ; 
bat  we  should  not  despair  of  correcting 
them.     Many  of  them  may  arise  out  of 
former  combinationi— many  out  of  jea- 
lousies, not  unnaturally  resulting  from  the 
character  and   peculiar  relations  of  the 
parties,  and  some  »no  doubt  from  a  spirit 
of  encroachment  and  political  speculation 
on  the  part  of  Murat ;  but  the  latter  must 
be  Tigoroosly  repressed,  and,    I  should 
hope,  are  much  exaggerated ;  for,  were  it 
otherwise,  it  is  not  for  military  concert, 
hot  for  war  amongst  oorsclves  we  should 
prepare,  and  unless  the  parties  can  place 
ibemseWes  towards  each  other  in  not  only 
friendly,  but  confidential  relations,  they 
will  create  the  evil  which  they  desire  to 
avoid. 

On  the  question  that  has  arisen  between 
your  lordship  and  marshal  Murat,  with 
respect  to  Tuscany,  I  am  unable,  in  the 
absence  of  any  report  from  yourself,  to 
form  a  judgment;  nor  do  I  find  that  prince 
Metternich  has  any  knowledge  whatever 
of  the  Convention  stated  to  have  been 
signed  by  count  Neipperg  with  yoor  lord* 
ship. 

1  can  easily  conceive,  without  aiming  at 
its  oltimate  appropriation  to  himself,  that 
Morat  wNI  cling  as  long  as  he  can  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  resources  of  so  rich  a 
country.  There  are  sufficient  indications, 
however,  that  he  has  not  been  exempt  at 
times  from  larger  views  upon  Tuscany, 
and  indeed  upon 'the  whole  of  Italy  south 
of  the  Po.  He  now,  however,  professes 
his  readiness  to  deliver  over  the  country 
to  its  former  sovereign,  and  this  seems  the 
only  effectual  and  just  remedy  for  the 
existing  evil ;  as  its  resources  will  then  be 
administered  by  those  most  nearly  inte- 
rested in  preserving  them,  and  both  the 
British  and  Neapolitan  troops  will  have 
their  respective  lines  of  military  opera- 
tion secured  to  them  by  a  friendly  Sove* 
reign,  in  whose  territories  they  will  find 
themselves  equally  received  as  Allies. 
.  1  trust,  before  this  reaches  your  lordship, 
that;  measures  will  hare  been  taken  by 


marshal  Bellegarde,  in  consequence  of 
orders  sent  him  to  this  effect,  for  establish- 
ing the  authority  of  the  Grand  Dake  in 
Tuscany.  But  this  is  not  the  only  evil, 
which  it  is  essential  should  be  made  to 
cease,  and  to  which  yoor  lordship's  at* 
tention  should  be  directed.  It  is  in  vain 
to  hope  for  any  useful  concert  from  Murat 
whilst  a  system  of  menace  prevails,  (and 
as  he  may  suppose,  with  the  countenance 
of  the  British  Government)  with  respect 
to  his  title  to  Naples.  The  inclosed  Order 
of  the  Day,  issued  by  the  Hereditary 
Prince  of  Sicily,  as  it  appears,  to  troops 
actually  proceeding  upon  service  under 
your  lordship's  orders,  is  in  itself  sufficient 
to, blast  all  the  prospects  of  advantage  to 
the  common  cause,  which  the  Allies  pro- 
posed to  themselves  from  forming  a  con- 
nexion with  Murat ;  I  request  yoor  lord- 
ship will  immediately  report  to  me,  for 
the  information  of  the  Prince  Regent  and 
his  Allies,  the  circumstances  under  which 
this  document  was  issued,  smd  vwhether 
your  lordship,  has  adopted  any,  and  what 
steps,  for  disavowing  it  on  the  part  of 
your  Court. 

Whether  the  Ring  of  Sicily  will  or  will 
not  relinquish  his  rights  to  (he  crown  of 
Naples,  it  is  altogether  within  his  com- 
petence, as  an  independent  sovereign,  to 
decide ;  but  it  is  impossible  for  his  Majesty 
to  pursue  by  his  own  means  these  rights^ 
to  the  contradictioQ  and  prejudice  of  the 
views  of  the  Allies,  and  to  retain  any 
claim  upon  them  for  support  of  any  sort, 
either  as  to  the  recovery  of  his  Neapolitan 
dominions,  or  a  possession  in  lieu  thereof. 
It  is  true  his  Britannic  Majesty  has  not 
yet  contracted  any  engagements  with  the 
existing  Ruler  of  Naples,  and  that  from 
delicacy  and  attention  to  the  interest  of  an 
ally,  the  King  of  Sicily,  the  British  Go- 
vernment has,  without  any  strict  obliga- 
tion to  do  so,  declared,  their  intention  to 
be  that  their  Treaty  with  Murat  should 
marcher  de  Jront^  with  a  suitable  arrange- 
ment for  the  King  of  Sicily ;   but  if  his 
Sicilian  Majesty  shall  think  fit  to  counter- 
act them  in  this  their  generous  and  friendly 
policy,  having  by  their    Armistice    ad- 
mitted   the    principle    of    the    Austrian 
Treaty  with  Murat,  they  will  feel  them- 
selves released  from  all  further  forbear- 
ance, and  will  find  themselves  compelled 
to  enter  into  an  immediate  treaty  with 
Murat,  in  order  to  protect  the  common 
cause  against  the  disiMon  which  the  in- 
judicious conduct  of  the  Court  of  Palermo 
must  inevitably  produce.  ' 
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Your  lordthip  will  lose  no  time  in 
making  an  official  communication  to  the 
Sicilian  Government  to  the  above  effect, 
and  I  am  to  signify  to  yoar  lordship  the 
Prince  Regent's  pleasore,  should  you  find 
that  the  employment  of  bis  Sicilian  Ma- 
jesty's troops  on  the  Continent  necessarily 
leads  to  impressions  incompatible  with 
the  existinc  system  of  the  Allies  in  Italy, 
that  your  lordship  do  in  that  case  take 
immediate  measures  for  sending  them 
back  to  Sicily ;  an  extremity  to  which, 
however,  under  proper  explanations  with 
the  Sicilian  Government,  and  also  with 
Murat,  1  flatter  myself  your  lordship  will 
not  find  it  necessary  to  have  recourse. 

There  is  one  subject  further  upon  which 
I  deem  it  necessary  to  say  a  few  words-* 
not  that  I  entertain  the  smallest  doubts  as 
to  your  lordship's  own  conduct  being  re- 
gulated in  strict  conformity  to  the  present 
system  of  your  Government ;  but  as  your 
lordshtpi  very  properly,  and  under  orders 
from  home,  gave  great  countenance  at  a 
former  period  to  the  only  system  which, 
previous  to  the  revival  of  the  Continent, 
could  afford  $  prospect  of  shaking  the 
power  of  France,  it  is  the  more  necessary, 
now  that  a  different  and  better  order  of 
things  has  arisen,  to  guard  against  any  act 
or  expression  which  might  countenance 
an  idea,  that  either  your  lordship  or  your 
Court  were  actuated  by  ime  arriere'pauee, 
inconsistent  with  the  arrangements  under- 
stood between  the  Great  Powers  of  j^urope. 
In  your  lordship's  proclamation  there  may 
perhaps  be  found  an  expression  or  two^ 
which,  separately  taken,  might  create  an 
impression  that  your  views  of  Italian  libe- 
ration went  ta  the  form  of  the  govern- 
ment, as  well  as  to  the  expulsion  of  the 
Prench ;  but  taking  its  whole  scope,  and 
especially  its  opening  and  concluding 
para^agha  together,  I  cannot  assent  to 
the  interpretation  the  duke  of  Campo- 
cbiaro,  on  the  part  of  his  Government,  has 
attempted  to  give  it ;  but  this  and  the  in- 
cident of  the  colours,  prove  how  neces- 
sary it  IS,  surrounded  as  your  lordship 
must  be  by  individuals  who  wish  for  an- 
other system  to, be  established  in  Italy, 
not  to  afford  any  plausible  occasion  or 
pretext  for  umbrage  to  those  with  whom 
we  are  acting,  but  with  whom  our  relations 
may  not  be  such  as  at  once  to  generate 
confidence.  This  course  of  policy  on 
your  lordship's  part  will  best  enable  us  to 
pot  marshal  Marat's  intentions  effectually 
to  the  test,  which  can  by  no  means  be  suf- 
fered to  remain  equivocal,  and  to  reduce 
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bis  conduct  strictly  within  the  circle  of 
his  obligations. 

Should  your  lordship  have  brought  any 
supply  of  arras  with  your  expedition,  I 
most  particularly  enjoin  your  lordship  hot 
to  employ  them  in  any  loose  or  general 
armament  of  the  people*  It  is  not  insur- 
rection we  now  want  in  Italy,  or  else- 
where. We  want  disciplined  force  under 
Sovereigns  we  can  trust ;  as  far,  therefore, 
as  you  can  aid  the  Archduke,  or  the  King 
of  Sardinia,  in  the  levy  of  troops,  you  have 
full  authority  so  to  do ;  but  onder  the  ex- 
tent of  our  pecuniary  engagements  to 
other  Powers,  1  must  request  your  lord- 
ship will  not  charge  yourself  with  the  pay 
or  expenditure  of  any  other  force,  than 
what  you  have  actually  brought  with  you 
from  Sicily. 

Notwithstanding  the  favourable  state  of 
operations  on  this  side  of  the  Alps,  I  do 
not  attach  the  less  importance  to  the 
success  of  the  Allied  arms  in  Italy.  Union 
and  energy  can  alone  extricate  the  Allies 
from  the  pernicious  inactivity,  to  which 
misconceptions  amongst  themselves  ap- 
pear to  have  given  occasion;  to  obviate 
which  in  future,  and  in  order  that  no 
misunderstanding  may  take  place  in  any 
quarter  as  to  the  upright  intentions  of  the 
British  Government,  I  propose  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  duke  of  Campochiaro  here, 
the  substance  of  the  orders  I  now  send  to 
your  lordshipy  and  to  furnish  Prince  Met- 
ternich  with  a  copy  of  this  dispatch,  for 
marshal  Bellegarde's  information  and 
guidance  in  his  intercourse  with  your 
lordship. — I  have,  &c.       CASTLBaBAaa. 

P  S.— Although  I  have  thought  it 
proper  to  send  your  lordship,  for  your 
confidential  information,  a  copy  of  the 
Dae  de  tampochiaro's  Memoirs,  I  wish 
your  lordship  to  understand,  that  con- 
sidering it  in  many  respects  unbecoming 
in  its  tone  and  language,  and  unfounded 
in  point  of  fact,  both  Prince  Metternicb 
and  myself  have  refused  officially  to  re- 
ceive it.  Your  lordship  will  not  require 
any  assurance  from  me,  that  the  British 
Government  never  pretended  to  answer 
for  the  consent  of  the  King  of  Sicily  to 
any  arrangement  whatever  to  the  preju- 
dice of  his  resumption  of  the  Crown  of 
Naples;  they  never  did  more  than  answer 
for  their  own  conduct  upon  a  measure, 
which  was  felt  to  be  necessary  to  the 
general  interests  of  Europe. 

Castlxbbags. 
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(Memoir  froin  the  Duke  of    Campo 
Chiaro.)— TrantlatioD. 

So  early  at  ike  8th  of  January  of  Uie 
present  year,  a  Treaty  of  AUiance  was 
cooclodcd  at  Naples  hetween  bis  Majesty 
the  King  of  Naples  and  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  Austria,  by  which»  amongst 
other  8tipttlations»  the  accession  of  the 
other  Allied  Powers  t4  the  Treaty,  and  a 
mediation  for  the  conclusion  of  peace  with 
Great  Britain,  were  promised  to  the  King, 
This  negocistion  met  with  no  difficulty, 
and  the  King  consented  to  it  the  more 
willingly,  as  his  excellency  Prince  Met- 
ternich  had,  as  early  as  the  StSth  of  Oc^ 
tober  1813,  assured  the  Neapolitan  Court, 
through  its  minister  Count  Mier;  that  lord 
Aberdeen  was  furnished  with  full  powers 
€Ld  koe,  as  well  as  of  tbo  formal  renuncia« 
tion  of  King  Ferdinand  of  Sicily  to  the 
kingdom  of  Naples.  Those  assurances 
were  confirmed  by  Count  Neipperg,  Aus- 
trian minuter  at  Naples,  stating  at  the 
moment  of  his  departure  from  the.  head- 
quarters on  his  mission,  aimilar  powers 
had  been  sent  to  lord  William  Bentincfc 
in  Sicily. 

After  the  signature  of  the  Treaty,  the 
Kingi  upon  the  faith  of  promises,  put  bis 
army  in  motion,  proclaiming  that  his  ob- 
object  was  the  defence  of  nis  dominions 
and  oMtaly.  At  the  time  when  the  King 
looked  for  the  negociation  for  a  Treaty  of 
Peace  with  Great  BriUin,  lord  William 
Bentinck  declared  that  he  had  not  the 
necessary  powers,  and  that  he  could  only 
sign  an  armistice  :  and  when  the  King 
expected  that  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty 
with  Austria  was  arriyed,  the  Austrian 
minister  presented  to  him  a  new  Treaty, 
Austria  not  being  willing  to  ratify  the 
first,  notwithstanding  that  it  had  been 
drawn  up  in  conformity  to  the  full  powers 
giTon  to  Count  Neipperg,  and  with  his  full 
consent. 

During  these  transactions  the  King  did 
not  stop  the  course  of  his  military  opera* 
ti6ns  against  France;  and  his  Majesty 
signed  the  second  Treaty,  which  had  been 
drawn  up  according  to  the  wishes  of  the 
Emperor  of  Austria  without  altering  a 
single  phrase,  notwithstanding  he  had 
already  changed  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment at  Rome,  blockaded  the  castles  of 
St.  Angelo  and  of  Civita  Vecchia,  occu- 
pied the  town  and  ports  of  Ancona,  (ex- 
cept the  citadeli)  and  marched  his  troops 
npon  Tuscany  and  Bologna.  This  Treaty, 
which  had  for  its  ofa^ct.the  conunon  cause 


of  Europe,  and  was  similar  to  others  which 
the  Allied  Powers  bad  recognised  as  an 
integral  part  of  the  common  cause,  should 
hare  likewise  bad  the  same  results :  bat 
obserrations  as  to  form,  made  on  the  part 
of  England,  and  delays  on  the  part  of  the 
other  Powers,  totally  changed  the  King's 
position  with  respect  to  the  guarantee  he 
expected  for  bis  own  dominions,  and  did 
away  the  before-mentioned  full  powers, 
and  the  renunciation  of  King  Ferdinand ; 
howerer,  his  Majesty,  relying  entirely  oa 
the  personal  sentiments  of  the  Emperor 
of  Austria,  and  on  the  good  faith  of  tbo 
British  Government,  did  not,  for  a  single 
instant,  swerve  from  the  line  of  his  poli- 
tical and  military  operations,  according  to 
the  strict  sense  of  his  engagements:  he 
was  convinced  that  it  was  impossible  «o 
become  a  party  to  the  coalition  without  a 
reciprocity  in  his  favour. 

If  questions  arose  respecting  the  opera- 
tions of  the  armies  in  haly,  they  ought  to 
have  been  looked  upon  merely  aa  difller- 
ences  of  opinion  in  a  military  point  of 
view,  which  have  since  been  justified  by 
facts.  The  King,  in  the  space  of  two 
months,  made  himself  master  of  a  fort  at 
Terracina,  fort  St.  Angelo,  Civita  Vec- 
chia, all  the  forts  of  Ancona,  and  Leg- 
horn ;  he  diefeated  the  enemy  at  Reggio, 
and  by  his  manoeuvres,  made  such  a  di- 
version, that  if  Inarshal  Bellegarde  would 
have  passed  the  Mincio,  the  weakness  of 
the  Viceroy's  army  at  that  point  never 
could  have  been  greater  than  at  that 
moment;  added  to  this,  a  circumstance 
happened,  which  gave  hopes  to  the  King 
of  the  accomplishment  of  his  wishes  in  the 
junction  of  his  troops,  with  those  under 
the  command  of  lord  William  Bentinck. 
This  circumstance  of  itself  completed 
that .  concatenation  of  unhappy  facts, 
which  could  only  inspire  the  King  with  a 
confidence  proportionate  to  his  ability, 
and  to  the  political  system  to  which  he 
had  entirely  given  himself  up. 

Lord  William  Benfinck  dispatched  the 
chief  of  his  staff.  Count  Catinelli,  to  mar- 
,shal  Bellegarde,  in  order  to  concert  with 
him  the  operations  of  the  two  armies. 
The  marshal  wished  that  the  British 
troops  should  act  against  the  Genoese 
territories,  whilst  lord  William  Bentinck 
wished  to  take  possession  of  Tuscany,  and 
produced  a  Convention  agreed  to  by 
Count  Neipperg,  by  which  he  was  io 
occupy  that  country.  This  Convention 
was  unknown  to  the  King;  it  was  con- 
trary to  the  4th  article  of  the  armistice 
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signed  by  lord  William  BentiDck,  wherein 
it  is  said  that  the  operations  of  the  arinies 
should  be  agreed  upon  by  common  /con- 
Bent  by  the  generals  of  the  three  Powers ; 
and  it  became  useless  from  the  moment 
that  Tuscany  was  completely  conquered 
by  the  Neapolitan  troops :— marahal  Bel- 
legarde  did  not«  therefore,  deyiate  from 
his  opinion,  and  he  urged,  that  the  British 
mrmy  should  act  against  Genoa. 

Colonel   Catinelli,  who   had   failed  to 
convince  marshal  .Bellegarde,  observed  to 
the  King  at  Bologna,  on  his  return  from 
his  mission,  that  it  would  have  been  diffi- 
cult and  even  impossible  to  have  effected 
a  landing  at  Spezia  on  account  of  the  forts 
which  defended  the  port,  and  the  diffi- 
culties which  the  season  opposed  to  the 
anchorage.    The  King  proposed  to  attack 
the  forts  on  the  land-side  with  his  troops ; 
hot  as  the  difficulties  with  respect  to  the 
season    still   continued,   he  told   colonel 
Catinelli  that  the  army  could  disembark 
at  Leghorn  and  direct  itself  against  the 
Genoese  territory,  and  ofifered  a  detach- 
ment of  his  troops  to  assist  the  expedi- 
tion.   It  was  then,  for  the  first  time,  that 
Count.  Catinelli  informed  the  King  of  the  | 
Convention  respecting  Tuscany  which  had 
been  signed   by   Count  Neipperg :    the 
King  was  surprised  at  it,  and  declared  it 
was  unknown  to  him.     Howeverj^  his  Ma- 
jesty, not  wishing  on  that  account  to  arrest 
the  prdgress  of  the  allied  armies,  invited 
Count  Catinelli  to  cause  the  British  troops 
lo  land  at  Leghorn.     He  assured  him  that 
he  wanted  them,  whilst  his  Majesty  had 
no  doubt  that  be  should  soon  come  to  an 
agreement  with  lord  William  Bentinck. 

All  these  amicable  dispositions,  which 
contributed  towards  realizing  the  object 
of  the  alliance,  have  unfortunately  fiot 
answered  the  King's  expectations.  No 
sooner  were  the  English  troops  landed, 
than  Tuscany  was  inundated  with  procla- 
mations. One,  issued  in  the  name  of  lord 
Bentinck,  and  of  which  a  copy  is  annexed 
under  letter  A.,  was  addressed  to  the 
Italians.  The  other,  under  letter  B.,  came 
from  the  Vicar- general  of  Sicily,  and  was 
directed  to  the  Sicilian  troops,  forming  a 
part  of  the  expedition.  The  former  holds 
put  the  promise  of  union  and  regeneration, 
appealing  to  the  example^  of  the  constitu- 
tion of  Sicily,  by  which  that  Island  was 
rescued  from  slavery.  If  the  Allied 
Powers  promulgate  such  principles  to  the 
Italians,  why  should  not  the  King  follow 
itm  same  course?  With  respect  to  the 
ucond,  it  is  impossible  that  the  King 
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should  think  his  dominions  guaranteed  to 
him,  when  an  army,  commanded  by  the 
general  of  a  friendly  Power,  is,  at  the 
same  time,  directed  to  conquer  the  king- 
dom which  he  possesses. 

The  King,  who  was  desirous  to  be  on  a 
good    understanding  with   lord  William 
Bentinck,  and  who  was  happy  to  unite 
his  arms  with  those  of  Great  Britain,  not 
only  to  carry  on  military  operations  with 
more  vigour^  but  to  fqrm  and  establish  his 
political  relations  with  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don, found  himself  in  a  state  of  hostility 
with  lord  William  Bentinck,  and  notwith- 
standing all  his  efforts  to  avoid  it^  and  all 
the  expedients  he  had  proposed  to  con* 
ciliate  their  respective  views.     All  rea- 
soning was  useless;  lord  William  Ben- 
tinck will  have  the  administration  of  Tus- 
cany-»that  Tuscany  which  was  conquered 
by  the  Neapolitan  arms,  and  in  regard  to 
which,  as  the  King  does  not  acknowledge 
the  having  acceded  to  any  previous  Con* 
vention,  and  did  not  himself  establish  the 
Government  of  the  Grand  Duke,  he  cannot 
accede  to  the  pretension  without  com- 
promising his  dignity.    The  King  offered 
lord  William  Bentinck  the  military  com- 
mand of  Tuscany^  and  to  place  his  troops 
under  his  orders :   he  offered  to  draw  a 
military  line  of  operations:    finally,  he 
offered  to  leave  the  question  to  lord  Cas- 
tlereagh's  decision.    All  these  propositions 
were  refused,  and  lord  William  B^tinck 
threatened  to  drive  the  Neapolitans  from 
Tuscany,  as  well  as  to  renew  the  war  be- 
tween the  two  countries.     His  Majesty, 
confident  in  the  justice  of  his  cause,  and 
in  his  own  loyal  conduct,  will  never  ac* 
cede  to  a  transaction  which  shall  stain  the 
dignity  of  his  character. 

No.  9.— Viscount  Castlereagh  to  Earl  Ba- 
thurst,  Vienna,  December  7,  1-614. 

My  lord ;— I  herewith  inclose  to  your 
lordship  the  copy  of  a  memoir  which  has 
been  laid  before  me  by  the  duke  of  Campo 
Chiaro,  respecting  the  conduct  of  Mur»t» 
and  likewise  the  copy  of  a  paper  of  obser- 
vations upon  the  same  from  an  officer  of 
high  authority  employed  in  the  allied 
army  of  Italy.  I  propose  referring  copies 
of  these  papers  to  lord  William  Bentinck, 
for  bis  observations  thereupon.  I  have,  &c. 

Castlereagh. 

(Pini  Incloiure  in  No,  S.J^JVamlation. 

Historical  Memoir  on  the  Political  and 
Military  Conduct  of  his  Majesty  the 
King  of  Naples,  from  the  Battle  oC 
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Leipsic  to  the  Peace  of  Paris,  of  the 
SOth  of  May  1 8l4. 

1.  As  soon  as  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
King  of  Naples  to  appreciate  the  wite  and 
moderate  views  of  the  Coalesced. Powers 
against  France,  be  did  not  hesitate  an 
instant  to  sacrifice  bis  sentiments  and  his 
personal  afifoctions  to  the  Welfare  of  his 
kingdom  and  of  his  belored  sabjects. 

12.  He  marked  the  alteration  of  his  policy 
towards  France,  by  a  decree  dated  the 
lltbof  November  1815,  which  revoked 
the  French  decrees  against  the  English 
commerce,  which  considerably  reduced 
the  duties  on  colonial  productions,  and 
which  permitted  the  introduction  into  the 
kingdom  of  Naples  of  various  articles 
which  bad  been  till  then  prohibited.  It 
is  necessary  to  remark,  that  these  dispo- 
sitions took  place  at  a  time  when  France 
itill  exercised,  all-  her  preponderance  in 
Italy,  and  bad  not  entirely  losi  ii  in 
Europe. 

S.  Upon  the  bvertnres  made  by  the  Aus- 
trian cabinet  to  Prince  €ariati,  the  Nea- 
politan minister  plenipotentiary  at  Vienna, 
to  engage  the  King  to  take  part  in  the  war 
mgainst  France,  bis  Majesty  authorized 
that  minister  to  enter  into  negociations 
with  th<  Allied  Powers  respecting  his 
nccession  to  tl^e  coalition. 

4.  He  at  the  same  time  sent  the  marquis 
de  St.  Elie  to  Sicily,  in  order  to  ronke 
known  to  the  Prince  Regent  6f  England, 
through  lord  William  Bentinck,  his  desire 
to  conclude  peace  with  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty; and  although  this  proceeding  had 
no  effect^  it  does  not  the  less  prove  the 
King's  eagerness  to  unite,  himself  with 
England.  During  those  transactions  the 
Austrian  Cabinet  proposed  to  the  King  to 
conclude  a  Treaty  of  Alliance  with  him 
conjointly  with  England.  They  assured 
his  Majesty  that  lord  Aberdeen,  the  Eng- 
lish ambassador  at  the  Court  of  Vienna, 
was  authorised  by  bis  Government  to  sign 
it,  and  promised  that  all  the  Powers  would 
accede  to  it.     . 

5.  The  King  lost  not  a  moment  in  sending 
to  prince  Cariati.  tbc  necessary  fall  powers 
to  sign  the  Treaty  of  Alliance  proposed 
by  Austria:  but  during  the  progress  of 
this  negociation,  count  Niepperg,  an 
Austrian  general,  arrived  at  Naples  on  the 
SOth  of  December,  furnished  with  full 
powers,  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  Austria,  to  sign  a  Treaty  of 
Alliance  between  the  Courts  of  Naples 
and  Vienna.  It  was  observed  to  that  ple- 
Bipotentiary,    that  the  King's  intention 
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was  to  treat  with  Austria  and  England 
eohjointly  ;-^upon  w)iich  count  Niepperg 
declared  that  the  Treaty  he'was  instructed 
to  conclude  with  the  Neapolitan  Govern- 
ment, would  be  common  both  to  England 
and  the  Allied  Powers,  because  it  was 
agreed  between  them  that  the  a^ly  of  one 
should  be  the  ally  of  all*  the  others ;  and 
be  added,  that  he  was  the  bearer  of  orders 
from  the  British  Government  to  lord  Wil- 
liam Bentinck  to  cause  hostilities  to  cease 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  against  the 
kingdom  of  Naples* 

6.  In  consequence  of  the  assurances  and 
intreaties  of  the  Austrian  plenipotentiaries, 
which  had  for  their  object  to  hasten  the 
co-operatiorr  of  the  Neapolitan  troops 
against  the  French  army  in  Italy,  the 
KifM;,  on  the  1  Ith  of  January  f  Sl^',  signed 
a  'n'eatv  of  AlliSnce  wHh  Austria,  by 
which  that  Power  guaranteed  to  him  the 
sovereignty  of  the  kingdom^  of  Naples, 
and  engaged  to  procure  for  him  a  similar 
goarantee  on  the  part  of  all  the  Allied 
Powers,  as  well  as  a  renunciation  from 
King  Ferdinand  4,  of  his  rights  upon  that 
kingdom.  One  of  the  clauses  of  this 
Treaty,  moreover,  stipulated  for  an  aug- 
mentation of  territory,  which  should  give 
to  the  kingdom  of  Naples  a  good  military 
frontier. 

7.  Count  Niepperg  communicated  this 
Treaty  to  lord  WIIHara  Bentinck,  and  in- 
vited him  to  cause  hostilities  to  cease 
against  the  Neapolitan  Government :  and, 
in  efiect,  lord  William  Bentinck  ramd 
himself  to  Naples,  and  on  the  Sd  of 
February  1814,  signed  a  Convention  of 
armistice  with  the  Due  de  Gallo,  the  King 
of  Naples'  minister  for  foreign  afiair9. 

8.  It  was  stipulated  by  the  Convention 
that  hostilities  should  cease  between  Great 
Britain  and  Naples;  that  the  commercial 
relations  between  the  respective  states 
and  subjects  should  be  re-established,  and 
that  the  generals  commanding  the  Aus«- 
trian,  EngHsb,  and  Neapolitan  armies^ 
should  agree  upon  a  plan  of  openanons, 
according  to  which  the  armies  united  in 
the  same  cause  should  act  inltaly. 

10.  The  King,  who  left  Naples  the  2Sd 
of  January,  had  already  caused  his  army 
to  advance  into  the  territory  of  the  French 
empire  and  the  kingdom  of  Italy.  The 
sieges  of  Fort  Stl  Angelo  and  the  towns 
of  Ancona  and  Civita  Vecchia  were  begun. 

11.  On  the  SOth  of  January  the  King 
published  a  proclamation  to  his  troops,  in 
order  lo  animate  them  to  defend  the  daussf 
of  Euvope:— the  decided  tona  of  that^ 

(G) 


if]     HOUSE  ^OiF  COMMONS,  It^pcrvTeMtag  <o  On  MgMHMtbM 


CM 


pj^amatioQ  made  it  clear  ibat  ihe  ooana 
por«ued  by  the  Kipg  left  liim  no  iBeant 
i|f  reconciliation  with  Napoleon* 

11.  A  military  ConTention  was  signed 
on  the  7ih  of  February  by  the  Austrian 

teneral  Nugent  and  the  NeapolKan  general 
livron.  h  was  agreed  by  this  Conven- 
tion, that  the  two  armies  should  be  sepa- 
parated  by  the  Po,  and  that  after  they 
ahoqld  have  approached  that  ri? er  to  pot 
Ibemselves  in  direct  communication  with 
«ach  other*  they  should  push  forward 
their  operations  in  Lpmbardy  and  Pied* 
IDont. 

12.  While  affairs  were  in  this  state,  the 
JKing  was  informed  by  the  Austrian  Ca- 
binet that  the  Treaty  signed  at  Naples 
bad  not  been  ratified,  because  lord  Castle- 
peagb.  in  ezaniiuing  it.  had  made  altera- 
lions  in  it,  together  with  some  observa- 
tions, in  order  to  make  it  such  that  Great 
Britain  should  have  no  difficulty  i«  ac* 
cepting  it. 

The  alterations  were  principally^  that 
%he  King  should  renoimce  all  pretensions 
to  Sicily*  and  that  he  should  concur,  as 
well  in  the  guarantee  of  its  possession  in 
the  reignine  (snuly,  as  in  an  engagement 
to  procure  for  them  «  suitable  indemnity 
fyr  the  kingdom  of  Niiploff.  It  was  for* 
tber  fixed,  that  the  promised  augmenta- 
tion of  territory  should  be  taken  from  the 
Roman  sutes  upon  a  scale  of  400,000 
aooU 

The  Austrian  Cabinet  added,  that  these 
alterations  had  been  discussed  with  the 
ttiinisiers  of  ftossia  and  Prussia,  and  that 
Ibey  all  concurred  in  opinion  that  if  his 
Majesty  accepted  the  modifications  made 
to  the  Treaty,  all  the  Allies  would  accede 
to  it  by  separate  acts. 

IS.  This  declaration  was  confirmed  by 
%  note  from  the  Austrian  plenipotentiary, 
dated  the  10th  of  February,  and  by  a 
4ispatch  from  lord  Castlereagh  to  ford 
William  Bentinck,  dated  Basle,  the  22d 
of  January,  by  which  he  was  directed,  in 
consequence  of  the  conelosion  of  the 
Treaty  of  Alliance  between  the  Cenrts^ 
Vienna  and  of  Niiples,  with  the  cooonr* 
fence  of  Great  Britain,  to  suspend  hostili- 
ties against  the  Government  of  Naples  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  take  the 
aecessiiry  stejM  to  engage  Us  Sicilian 
Id^esty  to  act  in  ibe  san^e  manner. 
.  14.  Although  the  King  might  be  aur- 
mised  at  this  conduct  contrary  to  received 
Vsage,his  Majesty  nevertheless  determined 
to  abandon  himself  with  the  greatest  confi- 
dyu^eie  4b0  gnod  imth  ef  the  Austrian 


and  Eni^lish  ministers.  He  accepted  the 
modifications  proposed  by  lord  Castle- 
reagbj  and  ratified  the  Treaty  by  an  auto* 
graphical  letter  which  he  addressed  t^ 
bis  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria* 
Sull,  however,  the  ratification  of  this  So«* 
vereign,  which  tt»e  Austrian  plenipoten* 
tlaries  bad  promised  to  deliver  to  the 
King  three  days  after  the  signature  of  the 
new  Treaty*  did  not  arrive  until  the  4tb 
of  March,  via.  after  a  month's  delay. 

15.  Scarcely  had  the  King  arrived  wk 
Bologna,  when  marshal  Bellegardr,  in  un^ 
ft>ldintg  to  his  Majesty  in  a  letter,  dated 
the  8th  of  February,  bis  plan  of  campaign, 
acknowledged  the  advantages  which  the 
Austrian  army  had  already  received  from 
the  movement  upon  Bologna,  or  to  speak 
plainer,  the  appearance  of  tbe  two  first 
divisions  of  the  Neapolitan  army  m  tbe 
department  of  the  Reno.  The  fields* 
Mparshal  expresses  himself  on  this  subject 
in  the  following  manner:— "Tbe  ad* 
vance  of  yOur  Majesty's  troops,  and  par* 
ticular^y  your  own  arrival  at  Bologna^ 
immediately  decided  the  Viceroy  to  re* 
treat,''— -He  goes  on  in  the  same  letter  to 
state— '<  I  passed  the  Adige  on  the  Sd  ; 
to-day  (vis.  the  fith  of  February)  I  shall 
pais  the  Mincio.  between  Vallagio  and 
Goite ;  to-morrow  the  circumvallaiien  ef 
Mantua  and  Peschien^  &c.  will  be  com- 
pleted.^' The  King  was  thus,  from  the 
t>eginnuig  of  February,  assured  that  mar* 
shal  Bellegarde  was  lully  determined  to 
force  tbe  passage  of  the  Mincio,  In  order 
to  march  towards  Plaoentia,  where  hia 
army  would  come  in  communication ,  with 
the  Neapolitan  army,  and  follow  the  ope* 
rations  on  the  Upper  Po  and  in  Piedmont* 

16.  The  sieges  of  Aiicona  and  Civito 
Veochia,  that  less  importantone  of  Fort  St. 
Angelo,  and  the  occupation  of  Tuscany^ 
where  tbe  enemy,  still  in  possession  of  tbe 
farts  of  Leghorn^  had  S  or  4,000  men* 
left  at  tbe  King's  disposal,  until  the  re^ 
doctien  of  tbe  aforesaid  towns  and  fiarte 
should  have  taken  place,  only  sizteoB 
battaHoDs  of  infantry,  forming  the  dtvi* 
sioos  Carascosa  and  Aiiibrosio>  and  aboot 
14  or  1500  cavalry. 

17.  Notwithstanding  tbe  vast  field  of 
e^ratiens  in  which  tbe  NeapoKmn  army 
wes  occupied,  or  rather  dispersed,  wbica 
according  to  the  terms  of  tbeSd  article  of  tbe 
Treaty  eigned  with  Austria  tbe  11  tb  Jao« 
WAS  iM»t  to  exceed  80,000  men,  efiEMSttves^ 
tbe  King,  en  the  9th  of  February,  via* 
tbe  same  day  that  be  received  marshal 
Bellegride?!  Jettcr,  testesmd  to  concor  am 
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tfn  McoMi  oC  die  t^raliMM  of  ifae  Am* 
trUn  annv«  in  directing  the  first  Afifion 
•n  Bffgio*  tad  plactag  ihe  mcmmI  en 
tdkHom  oo  iho  grmi  lond  from  SabUerm 
to  Modtnn.  Thn  firH  ditisino  ih«i  rap* 
Mitnd  the  mnrtntnt  of  the  diTition  of 
Nogvot,  and  the  second  by  the  eccnpn- 
lion  of  Carpi  and  Nori  obterted  Borgo 
Forte*  where  the  enemy  bad  conatnieted  a 
bridge  and  a  ^^  strong itie^Sepom,  Oil 
Iho  I5tb  Febb  ibe  headkqeartera  of  the  1st 
diriaion  were  at  Reggio,  and  almost  ifae 
wlioie  of  the  troops  which  composed  it, 
inclodfng  the  cavalry,  were  in  position  on 
Ifae  Ensa.  The  head^oarters  of  the  King 
were  on  the  8th  al  Modena.  General 
Comit  Nugent  with  his  division  then  occn- 
piod  Parma,  Borgo,  and  Su  I>Dmtno,  with 
kia  advanced  posts  at  Firensoola*  In  the 
■lean  time  the  Ring,  attentive  to  this 
officer's  operations,  and  in  order  to  avoid 
■nrprise,  caosed  his  left  flank  to  be  cleared 
tlHrongh  the  valley  of  the  Tare  as  far  as 
Voraovo  and  Bevato,  and  attentively 
watched  Borgo*ft»rte,  from  whence  the 
enemy  coofd  at  pleasoro  dihcmdkr  with 
considerable  force  to  attacic  the  right 
lank,  and  even  occepy  all  the  troops 
which  were  acting  in  the  direction  of 
Modena  and  Placentia.  These  d«sposi- 
IfODi  of  the  King  were  effected  with 
promptitude  and  energy,  and  according  to 
the  tine  principles  of  war.  On  the  even- 
ing of  tbs  17  th  his  Majesty  learnt  by  the 
chief  of  his  staff;  that  marshal  Bellegarde 
iolbrmed  him  the  same  day,  not  <  that  he 
had  forced  the  passage  of  the  Mincio  and 
oasDpleted  the  circom? aUation  of  Mantua 
nnd  Peschiera,'  m  he  had  announced  in 
the  most  peeitive  manner  in  his  letter  of 
the  8ih  of  the  same  month  to  his  Majesty ; 
bnt,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  Viceroy  still 
occupied,  with  almost  the  whole  of  his 
forces,  the  positions  on  the  right  of  the 
Mineio,  from  whence  he  eould  at  pleasure 
cause  a  part  to  dibtmcfkr  upon  Mantua,  ltr» 
Let  US  examine  fbr  an  instant  the  position 
in  which  the  King  found  hioiself  at  the 
moaaenl  he  learnt  so  great  an  alteration  in- 
the  dispositions  of  marshal  Bellegarde. 
The  division  Nugent,  formiag  the  head  of 
the  column,  was  not  composed  of  3,000 
fighting  men ;  it  extended,  as  has  been 
already  shown,  from  Parme  to  Firennuola, 
and  covered  all*  the  country  which  is 
siiooted  between  the  Tare  and  Nura ;  its 
advanced  posts  were  hoi  four  miles  firom 
Placentia^  The  first  division  was  placed 
as*  Mehn.  between  P^rma  and  Heggio^ 
ooaapyiog  Bwaovo  an4  BfeftM  npoa  ttio 


left  flank.  The  aecond  division 
posted  between  Beggio  and  Modeno* 
occopying  Breacilla,  Goaltieri,  OQaatalle« 
and  Novi,  nr  order  to  observe,  as  moch 
as  possible,  Borgo«lBrte,  and  secure  the 
right  flank  of  the  operations.  These  two 
divissons,  each  composed  of  eight  batt» 
liens,  made  together  a  force  of  13^800 
aaeo;  there  were  besides  l,S00cavairyL 
part  of  which  was  with  the  *  advanced 
goard  of  general  Nugent,  dm  remainder 
poated  as  advanmgeoasly  as  possible,  vnt 
upon  the  Ensa  and  Kobbiera,  lowasdii 
Breacilla,  and  in  advance  of  6oaslaU& 
This  position,  too  extensive,  particolarly 
on  account  of  Bergo-ferte,  conid  not  Im 
approved,  except  lor  two  reasona  ;*-ira^ 
that  the  King  believing  aaarahal  Bellegerdo 
on  the  right  of  the  Mincio,  or  on)he  point 
of  paming  it,  had  no  longer  any  thing  to 
fear  from  the  bridge  at  Borgo-forte,  whieii 
the  enemy  would  necessarily  have  dn^ 
stroyed  in  qufttiog  his  line  of  defenea^ 
wcondly,  that  notwithstanding  the  sasaM 
nomber  of  hia  troops,  his  IMbjesty  wished 
to  reach  Placentia  before  the  enemy,  to 
prevent  his  peming  the  Po  at  that  pointy 
and  of  thereby  shutting  the  entrance  of 
ihe  valley  of  Trebbia  to  him»  thronah 
which,  by  passing  along  the-  Blobbio,  no 
would  have  had  a  secure  retreat  npon 
Genoa,  (even  if  it  should  have  been  de^ 
cided,  to  avoid  all  pursuit,  to  abandon  the 
great  road  from  Castel  St.  Giovanni  to 
Tortona.)  The  enemy  would  besides,  by 
his  passage  of  the  Po  at  Placentia,  have 
had  the  means  of  reinforcing  himself  with 
3,000  or  4,000  men,  which  the  Neapolitan 
troops  were  driving  out  of  Tuscany,  and 
who  efllected  their  retreat  by  Mmsa  an4 
Laazana.  The  King  having  learnt  by  thw 
above-mentioned  letter  from  marshal  Belle* 
ffarde  to  Ihe  Chief  of  the  Staff  of  th# 
Neapolitan  army,  that  the  Marsha^  hml 
given  up  the  idea  of  passing  the  Mineioy 
and  which  was  confirmed  to  him  the  sam# 
day  by  the  British  colonel  Catinelli,  wh6 
had  just  arrived  from  the  Austrian  head^ 
quarters  at  VilHs-franca,  hia  Majesty  de*' 
cided  to  acquaint  general  Nugent  that  thw 
position  which  his  division  occupied  be* 
tween  the  Taro  and  the  Nura  was  becomw 
baavdous,  and  that  it  would  be  prudent^' 
and  even  necessary,  fbr  htm'  to>  pot  him«^ 
self  behind  the  Bnaa,  hokfing  Psrma' only 
by  a  party  of  light  cavalry* 

In  conseaoence  of  the  leasone  abosW'' 
stated,  the* King  was  obliged  lor  tte*  mo*' 
ment  to  renounce  demonstratienaagainir 
Pteo^tia^  whidbimafi  Utom  bnconse  wom 
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lev,  because  the  girrisen  of  ihat  place, 
jLfitr  having  been  joined  by  'all  the  new 
Je?ied  troops  from  Alexandria,,  the  other 
•places  in  Piedmont,  and  from  the  interior 
'of  France,  amoonted  to  16,000  men; 
•neither  could  the  King  change  his  demon* 
-strations  into  a  direct  attack,  which  would 
have  required  the  whole  of  his  forces, 
jbecaase '  the  Viceroy,  by  his  positbn  on 
the  .Mincio,  had  k  in  his  power  to  pass 
whatever  number  of  trodps  he  chose,  by 
4be  bridge  of  Borgo-forte,  before  marshal 
fiellegarde  could  have  suspected  it,  as  all 
movements  on  the  right  of  the  Mincto 
were  admirably  covered  by  Mantua. 
'  However,  the  King  not  willing  to  give 
give  up  haraasiDg  the  rear  of  the  enemy's 
right,  ibrew  a  bridge  over  the  Po,  at 
Sacca,  (viz.  at  two  miles  above  Casal 
Maggiore),  and  with  the  sappers  of  the 
army,  and  the  marines  of  his  guard,  con* 
itructed  a  iiie  de-pant  upon  the  left  bank, 
under  the  direction  of  getieral  Nogent, 
who,  in  his  letter  of  the  24th  February  to 
the  King's  Chief  of  the  Staff,  praises  par- 
ticularly the  seal,  intelligence,  and  devo« 
iion  dijiplayed  throaghoui  these  operations 
by  the  Neapolitan  troops  who  were  em* 
ployed  in  then.  The  bridge  finished,  his 
Majesty  caused  Baron  d'Aspre,  an  officer 
of  general  Nugent's  staff,  to  pass  it  with  a 
colomn  of  troops,  half  Aostrians  and  half 
Neapolitans^  surprised  Casal  Maggiore, 
where  colonel  Frangissani,  attached  to  the 
Viceroy's  stafi^  was  made  prisoner,  with  40 
gem  d'urma*  Baron  d'Aspre,  after  hav* 
ing  occupied  Casal  Maggiore,  sent  out 
^patroles  on  the  roads  to  Cremona,  Piadene, 
and  Mantua.  This  movement,  pushed  with 
activity,  produced  the  best  results,  as  it 
induced  the  enemy  to  consider  it  as  a  pre« 
lude  to  a  serious  passage  of  the  river:  and 
the  Viceroy  tn  consequence  detached  a 
considerable  force  towards  the  Po,  and 
positive  information  was  received  that  the 
division  Zucchi  was  directing  itself  on 
Borgo-forte,  and  that  a  French  division 
under  general  prenier  was  destined  to 
reinforce  the  garrison  4>f  Plaoeniia,  whicli 
would  thus  amount  to  1?2,(X)0  men. 

How  was  it  possible  for  ihe  King  to 
oO'Operate  more  effectually  than  iie  .had 
done  to  weaken  the  Viceroy  on  the  Mancio.? 
Mone  than  42,000  men  had  been  detached 
by  the  Viceroy  from  his  line  of  opera- 
tions,  and  still  marshal  Bellegarde  did  not 
dare  to  attempt  the  passage  of  the  Mincio, 
although  informed  by  4^  King  of  each 
movement  of  the  enemy,  who  was  inform- 
^  of  them  Jumialf  by  iiii  advanced  poUa 
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near   Borgo-forte,    and    by    the    B«roQ 
d'Aspre. 

The  chief  of  the  French  army,  con- 
vinced of  the  inactirity  of  the  Marshal, 
that  he  could  with  eafisty  reduce  his  force 
on  the  line  of  ihe  Mineio,  without  rieking 
attempts  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  directed 
general  Grenter  to  proceed  with  the 
greatest  part  of  his  force  from  Placentia  to 
Reggie,  to  drive  general  Nugent  from  the 
positions  he  persisted  in  keeping  betweea 
the  Taro  and  the  Nura,  against  the  wishea 
of  the  King ;  or,  if  he  should  determine  to 
defend  them,  to  crush  him :  at  the  same 
time  general  Zucchi  received  orders  to 
pass  the  Po  at  Borgo-forte,  and  to  move 
upon  Guastalla :  it  was  even  asserted  that 
the  Viceroy  had  passed  the  Po,  and  per« 
sonally  directed  this  movement,  which 
compromised  all  the  left  flank  of  our 
ickeiam.  General  Nugent  felt  too  late 
that  he<  was  wrong  in  not  having  attended 
to  the  information  which  the  King  caused 
to  be  sent  to  him  by  the  chief  of  his  staff 
on  the  17th  February.  The  Austrian  divi« 
sion  under  his  orders  was  pushed '  back  to 
Lecchia,  and  would  have  been  pushed 
further,  had  not  the  two  first  divisions  of 
the  Neapolitan  army  stopped  the  progreaa 
of  the  enemy.  .  . 

The  King  perceiving  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  French  and  Italian  troops  imder 
general  Grenier  appeared  desirous,  in  the 
retreat  which  they  had  commenccKl  upon 
Guastalla,  to  repass  the  Po  at  Borgo-forte, 
after  being  joined  by  the  division  Zucchi, 
thus  reinforced  by  20,000  men  of  the 
army  of  the  Mincio,  in  order  to  make  aa 
attack  which  would  have  been  fatal  to  the 
Austrian  army,  did  not  hesitate,  notwith- 
standing the  inferiority  of  his  troops  in 
point  of  numbers,  briskly  to  attack  general 
Grenier,  to  oblige  him  to  give  op  bis  pro- 
ject by  forcing  him  to  fight  under  the  walla 
of  Reggio.  The  cond  act  of  the  Neapolitan 
troops  this  day,  and  the  brilliant  saccesa 
which  resulted  from  it,  are  sufficiently 
known  to  all  the  military  of  the  army  of 
Italy.  The  King  might  call  for  the  testi- 
mony of  the  Austrian  generals^  and  of  the 
minister  Count  Mier,  who  did  not  quit  hia 
Majesty  during  the  day.  Marshal  Belle- 
garde,  in  his  letter  of  the  10th  March,  on 
this  occasion,  p^s  a  just  tribute  of  praise 
to.tbeiirtlliant  bravery  of  the  Neafwlitan 
troops.  The  enemy  having  been  driven 
into  Keggio,iand  consequently  beaten  from 
all  his  positions,  the  KiAg,  without  losing 
a  moment,  oecupied  the  roadi  of  Brescilla, 
Guastalbi  i^  Ciupi«    General  Grenier^ 
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with  lome  Ihoomndt  of  men  only^  wti 
able  to  retire  to  Borgo-rorte^the  remainder 
were  obtised  to  efiect  their  retreat  by  St, 
Ilavio  and  Parma,  and  to  take  up  a  posi- 
tion on  tbe  left  of  tbe  Taro. 

18.— 19.  While  tbeae  events  were  pass* 
log  in  the  Modenese  and  Parosesan,  a 
corps  of  Anglo-Siciliao  troops,  under  .the 
orders  of  lord  Willisoi  Bentinck,  landed  at 
Leghorn.  The  debarkation  at  this  point, 
and  the  intention  to  act  in  Tnscany,  intl« 
mated  to  tbe  King  and  to  count  Miers,  by 
colonel  Catinelli,  chief  of  the  staff  to  lora 
Wtltiam  Bentinckrat  the  time  of  his  late 
Tisit  to  bead-qoartersy  did  not  coincide 
with  the  notice  giren  by  marshal  Belle* 

farde  to  the  King,  in  his  letter  of  the  8th 
ebmary,  that  the  expedition  from  Sicily 
was  destined  against  <9«noa,  where  the 
utility  of  its  co-operation  appeared  to  have 
been  acknowledged.  In  order  to  lie  re* 
goUr,  and  in  conformity  to  the  4th  Article 
of  the  Contention  of  Armistice,  which 
lord  William  Bentinck  had  jost  signed,  it 
was  necessary  that  the  operations  of  his 
oorpv  d'armee  shook!  be  regtilated  before* 
band,  and  in  concert  with  the  chiefs  of  tbe 
Austrian  and  Neapolitan  armies :  the  de- 
barlution  in  Tuscany  was  not  the  result  of 
any  plan  agreed  upon  for  this  object 
between  the  generals  of  those  armies. 
Moreover,  when  the  English  presented 
themselves  belbre  Leghorn,  Tuscany  iiad 
sevoral  days  before  submitted  to  the  King's 
armSf  the  enemy  having  been  entirely 
expelled  after  the  engagement  at  Borgo 
Baggiano,  which  were  the  last  Neapolitan 
troops  in  Tuscany. 

W.  The  direction  given  by  lord  William 
Bentinck  to  his  carps  d*annie  must  neces* 
rarily,  from  every  motife,  astonish  the 
Ki'D^,  and  might  create  doubts  in  his  mind; 
bat  rejecting  every  idem  of  distrust,  his 
Majesty  hastened  to  send  one  of  bis  general 
officera  with  a  letter  to  lord  William  Ben- 
tinck, in  which  he  ofiered  to  pat  under 
his  orders  a  regiment  of  cavalry  and  a 
battery  of  anilTery,  in  the  supposition 
that  the  Anglo-Sicilian  cofps  tParmie  mighi 
want  both  the  one  and  tbe  other.  The 
officer  sent  by  tbe  King  was  besides 
charged  to  demand  of  lord  William  Ben- 
.  liDck,  in  what  manner,  mnd  upon  what 
point  he  intended  to  act,  and  was  to  pre- 
pose  to  him,  in>  case  be  desisted  for  tbe 
moment  from  >  his  ^  expedition  against 
Genoa»  to  onita  his  troops  to  the  Neapo* 
liian  army,  and  to  act  frankly  and  in 
concert  upon  the  right  bank  of  the  Po, 
uritboot  attending  to  tha  movements  which* 
Jtbe  Viceroy  might  make  on  the  left  biiiki 


becaase  the  troops  which  would  be  assem- 
bled after  the  junction  of  tbe  British  corpt 
(tofmSe  with  the  Neapolitan  troops  and 
the  division  Nugent,  would  have  been 
sufficient  to  penetrate  to  tbe  Upper  Po,  to 
pass  that  river  in  the  rear  of  the  Viceroy, 
and  by  that  means  to  force  him  to  quit  the 
line  of  the  Mincio,  which  Ikiarshat  Belle- 
garde  persisted  in  regarding  as  impossible. 
In  the  case  of  his  acceding  to  tbe  King's 
project,  lord  William  Bentinck  was  re- 
quested to  indicate  the  route  which  ho 
wooM  take  to  place  himself  in  line,— 
whether  by  Pontremoli,  the  valley  of  the 
Taro  and  Parine,  or  by  Pistoia,  and  Mo« 
dena,  or  by  Florence  and  Bologna ;  and 
according  to  tlie  direction  lord  William 
Bentinck  should  have  preferred,  the  Nea- 
politan officer  Would,  according  to  his 
mstractions,  have  given  the  necessary 
orders  to  insure,  alonff  the  route,  the  aub* 
sisteuce  and  lodging  tor  the  troops. 

24.  Lord  William  Bentinck  gave  no 
answer  to  the  King.  Some  days  afVer<> 
warda  he  came  to  the  King's  bead-<]uarten 
at  Reggio,  and  declared  that  be  insisted 
tbit  Tuscany  sbould"be  given  up  to  him* 
and  that  it  should  be  instantly  evacuated 
by  the  Neapolitan  troops. 

22—23.  The  King  could  not  consent  to 
these  pretensions,  for  several  reasons :  first, 
that  Tuscany  had  only  been  conquered 
and  occupied  by  his  troops  to  be  given  up 
to  its  ancient  Sovereign,  who  was  a  prince 
of  the  Austrian  family,  his  august  and 
faithful  ally.  Secondly,  That  this  occu- 
pation of  Tuscany  by  the  English,  not 
having  a  military  object  in  view,  nor  tbe 
least  co-operation  towards  tbe  success  of 
tbe  common  cause,  could  not  be  exacted 
by  lord  William  Bentinck  but  for  motivea 
offensive  to  the  dignity  and  interests  of 
his  Majesty.  Thirdly,  That  this  cession 
of  a  country  conquered  by  the  King's  arms 
to  the  troops  of  a  Power  with  whom  ht 
was  as  yet  but  in  a  state  of  armistice^ 
would  more  properly  have  served  as  the 
condition  of  a  definitive  Treaty  with  Great 
Britain ;  and  which  tbe  King  did  not  cease 
to  offer,  and  lord  William  Bentinck  to 
refuse.  Fourthly,  That  the  Sicilian  troops, 
on  landing  at  Leghorn,  had  published  a 

E reclamation  of  the  Court  of  Sicily,  which 
ad  been  distributed  ai|d  stuck  up  in  all 
parts  of  Tuscany  with  too  much  Mai  and 
ostentation  to  be  unknown  to  lord  William 
Bentinck: — by  this  manifesto  it  was 
declared  that  the  Sicilian  troops  were 
destined  to  support  the  rights  of  the 
ancient  dynatty  upon  tbe  Kingdom  of 
^Ntpies. 
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24.  Zealous  lo  9lifle  in  ibe  begiaiiing 
every  germ  of  distruil.  Mid  retonred  lo 
ezbaiin  erery  meaoi  of  concilUtMMi  to- 
wards the  British  general^  the  King  went 
eo  far  as  to  offer  him  the  chief  command 
of  Toscaay,  with  the  reserve,  that  the 
•dmiaistration  ahoold  cootiiMie  to  be  car* 
ried  on  in  his  Majesty's  name»  and  that 
the  Neapolitan  Hag  should  conttnoe  to  be 
hoisted  on  the  forts.  Bot  shotting  his  ear 
to  every  proposition,  and  rejecting  every 
oiler,  lord  William  Bentinck  declared  that 
he  shoukl  consider  the  King's  refusal  to 
deliver  Tuscaiiy  up  to  him  as  an  act  of 
bostility,  and  that  he  should  act  in  conse- 
quence. He  even  talked  of  raising  the 
l^opalaiioR  of  Tuscany  against  the  Nea- 
politan army,  and  of  making  a  diversion 
Mto  the  kingdom  of  Naples. 
.  25.  Struck  with  astonishment  at  such 
threakSy  the  King  had  a  right  to  fear,  that 
under  vain  pretexts  it  was  intended  to 
declare  war  against  him,  and,  forced  to 
look  to  bis  own  defence,  instead  of  ex- 
tending his  line  of  operations,  he  conceiv> 
trated  his  army,  to  assure  himself,  in  case 
of  needy  a  retreat. 

.  2§.  This  measure  of  prudence,  called 
for  by  the  extraordinary  conduct  of  lord 
William  Bentinck,  gave  rise  at  the  time  to 
^i^ttst  aspersions  and  slanderous  suspi* 
<iens  respecting  the  King's  intentions  : 
Mid  the  enemy  did  not  fail  to  feed  and 
alrengtben  them  by  false  reports  and  in- 
sidioos  taks,  which  he  adroitly  caused  to 
be  cieciilated  amongat  the  generals  of  the 
oombiiied  armiea. 

U7^  During  these  discussions  the  Rnssian 
general  BalascbefT  arrived  at  the  King's 
liaad*qioarters,  charged  to  deliver  an  auto- 
graphical  letter  from  the  Emperor  of 
Bassia.to  his  Majesty,  bearing  date  the 
9Sd  of  February,  by  which  that  Sovereign 
«leclared  to  the  King  that  he  renewed  with 
frfeasnre  the  rdationa  of  friendahip  and 
good  imeltigenoe  which  had  subsisted 
between  the  two  Powers,  and  that  adopt- 
ing tbe  principles  and  basis  of  the  Treaty 
ooaehided  between  Naples  and  Austria, 
be  had  famished  general  Balascheff  with 
tbe  necessary  fall  powers  to  sign  a 
Treaty  of  Alliance  with  the  King.  Bat 
the  unexpected  events  which  took  place 
in  France  prevented  the  conclusion  of  the 
negociation  which  had  been  begun  be- 
tween that  pleiupotenatary  and  tbe  Ci^ 
binet  of  Naples. 

9B*  The  King  was  also  taformed,  by  bia 
minister  accredited  to  the  Allied  8ove- 


t^fjers  rekumg  to  the  K^dAtioni  [M 

ibised  that  the  British  Govenlment  should 
furnisb  him  with  15,000  muskets  for  tho 
equipment  of  bis  troops,  and  that  that  mi* 
nister  had  declared,  at  Chaumont  ami 
Dijon,  that  England,  having  •  Treaty 
with  the  King  of  Sicily,  could  not  con- 
clude a  Treaty  with  the  King  of  Naples 
until  she  had  obtained  an  indemnity  lor 
King  Ferdinand  IV. ;  bot  that  tbe  King 
of  Naples  might  rely  on  the  good  faith  of 
England,  who,  having  concurred  in  the 
engagements  entered  into  by  Ausuia  with 
his  Neapolitan  Majesty,  only  dekiyed, 
from  delicacy,  the  conclusion  of  a  Treaty 
of  Peace  with  him  ;  that  in  case  of  King 
Ferdinand's  not  making  a  remmciatioa  of 
bis  rights  upon  the  kingdom  of  Naples, 
and  accepting  a  compensation,  England 
would  not  continue  the  war  for  him,  and 
that»  in  short,  tbe  British  Governmena 
would  be  the  mediator  between  tbe  Courta 
of  Naples  and  Sicily. 

29.  Lord  William  Bentinck  received 
orders  to  make  tbe  same  declaration  to  tbe 
Neapolitan  Government,  and  in  eonscM 
quence  presented  an  official  note,  dated, 
tbe  1st  of  April,  to  the  Due  de  Gallo,  ia 
which  he  declared,  that  the  British  Go* 
vernment  approved  the  whole  of  the 
Treaty  concluded  between  tbe  Austrian 
and  Neapolitan  Governments  on  the  llth; 
of  January  1814;  that  he  consented  to 
the  augmentation  of  territory,  promised  tei 
the  King  of  Naples  from  the  Roman  ter-^ 
ritory,  and  that  ^f  tbe  British  Governmena 
refused  to  sign  a  Treaty  to  /tmine,  that 
arose  solely  from  a  sentiment  of  delicacy 
which  obliged  it  to  make  that  negociatto» 
go  hand  in  haiid  with  one  for  an  Indem- 
nity for  King  Ferdinand  IV. 

30.  Lord  Castlereagh  also,  on  tbe  9d  of 
April,  addressed  a  dispatch  to  lord  Wil- 
liam Bentinck,  by  wtncb  he  disapproved 
of  the  proclamation  of  the  hereditary 
Prince  of  Sicily  to  the  Sicilian  troopa 
united  to  the  Bntbh  corps  landed  at  Leg*^ 
horn,  and  directed  him  to  make  knowQi 
the  measures  be  had  taken  to  disavow  thia 
act  in  the  name  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment. Lord  Castlereagh  further  declared 
in  this  dispatch,  that  it  depended  on  the 
King  of  Sicily  to  renoonce,  or  not,  the 
kingdom  of  Naples ;  bat  that  it  was  impoa* 
sibk  for  his  SiciUan  Majesty  to  sustain  hi» 
rights  by  hie  own  mesuis,  in  oppositioiv  to,, 
and  to  the  prejudice  of  the  views  of  the 
Allies^  as  well  as.  to  make  good  his  pro** 
teasioDs,  either  to  tbe  re-occapation  of  htst 
Neapolitan  dominions,  or  to  a  concesaioB^ 
aaaaisidamiiiiy»   LofdCaatteieagb  addod 
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Governmeat  lo  mukt  tb«  Treaty  with  tlM 
Xing  of  Naplcfl  go  hand  in  hand  with  an 
•rraogemcnt  for  an  indemnity  for  King 
Ferdinand  ;  that  if  the  Sicilian  Gorern- 
tnent  wae  detiroos  of  opposing  these  viewsi 
the  British  Ge?em»ent  having  admitted 
for  its  armistice  the  principles  of  tbe 
Aostrian  Treaty  with  the  King  ef  Naples, 
would  consider  itself  absolved  from  all 
engagements,  and  woald  think  itself  even 
•bli|^  immediately  to  sign  a  Treaty  with 
King  Joachim :— llie  case  provided  lor 
by  lord  Caatlereagh  is  in  eftd  arrived, 
alnce  the  Court  of  SicHy  has  protested 
against  every  proposition  of  indemnity  for 
tbe  kingdom  of  Nsples. 
'  51.  These  assurances  calmed  the  just 
alarms  of  the  King»  especially  as  he  was 
informed  that  at  the  conferences  at  Cha- 
ttllon,  when  the  French  plenipotentiary 
bronght  forward  propositions  respecting 
iialy,  and  psrticolarly  the  kingdom  of 
Naples,  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  Allied 
Powers  formally  declared,  that  it  did 
not  belone  to  France  to  interfere  in  the 
aflbirs  of  Italy,  since  the  Allied  Powers 
bad  already  decided  its  fate,  and  that, 
with  respect  to  the  kingdom  of  Naples, 
they  had  contracted  engagements  which 
goaranteed  the  possession  of  it  to  the 
feigning  dynasty :— and  this  Declaration 
was  inserted  in  the  Protocol  and  signed 
by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  four  great 
Powers. 

32.  Tbe  King  iottnd  another  proof  of 
the  concurrence  of  these  Powers  in  the 
engagements  contracted  by  Austria,  in 
the  determination  taken  by  them  to  invite 
tbe  Courts  of  Naples  and  Bavaria  to  ac- 
cede to  the  Treaty  of  Alliance  concluded 
at  Chaumont  the  1st  of  March,  between 
Ausrtria,  Russia,  England,  and  Prussia. 

53.  However,  it  was  not  possible  for 
the  King  to  push  forward  his  operations, 
nntit  he  should  be  assured  of  the  co-ope- 
ration  of  marshal  Bellegarde  ;  the  neces* 
aity  of  an  understanding  was  felt,  and  sir 
Robert  Wilson  arranged  a  meeting  on  the 
tch  of  April  for  the  King  and  marshal 
Bellegarde  at  Revere  on  the  Po.  At  this 
eonference,  at  which  the  Austrian,  £ng- 
Uafa,  and  Russian  ministers  assisted,  it  was 
decided  that  lord  William  Bentinck  should 
evacuate  Tuscany,  and  march  against 
Genoa;  that  the  King  of  Naples  should 
paas  the  Taro,  take  Placentia,  and  passing 
the  Po,  force  the  Viceroy  to  evacuate 
Lombardy,  and  to  retire  into  Piedmont ; 
Hmtfnanhal  Bellegarde  should  pass  the 


concert  hia  operations  with  tboee  of  the 
Khi|;  and  that  at  last,  when  the  three 
armies  should  be  nnited  on  the  frantieri 
of  Piedmont,  they  should  force  the  eaem^ 
to  repass  tbe  Alpa. 

54.  The  King  iBaaaediately  began  hia 
auack  on  the  Taro.  The  Neapolitan 
army  had  several  brilliant  affairs  with  the 
enemy,  in  which  it  lost  considembla 
nomtiers.  The  Aastrian,  English,  and 
Russian  ministers  were  present,  and  all  of 
them  saw  with  what  ardour  the  King  ex« 
posed  his  person  for  tbe  common  canae* 
The  passage  of  the  Taro  was  executed  with 
the  greatest  bravery  under  the  fire  of  the 
enemy ;  Norge  St.  Domino  was  taken  by 
storm,  and  the  King  was  two  whole  dayf 
fighting  under  the  walla  of  Placentia,  al* 
though  marshal  Bellegarde,  who  ought  to 
baee  passed  the  Minoio,  had  not  ezecated 
that  <  operation.  Placentia  was  on  tbe 
point  of  falling  into  the  King's  hands^ 
when  he  received  a  letter  from  marshal 
Bellegarde,  which  informed  him  that  ha 
had  jost  concluded  an  Armistice  with 
the  Viceroy,  and  requested  the  King  to 
ratify  It 

3f .  AAer  having  ratified  the  amistice; 
the  King  quitted  the  army«  and  retired  ta 
Bologna. 

36.  So  soon  as  lord  William  Bentinck 
had  quitted  Tuscany,  the  King,  who  hav* 
ing  oonquered  it  from  the  enemy  had  a 
right  to  keep  possession  of  it  until  a  ge« 
neral  peace,  hastened  to  give  it  up  to  thd 
Grand  Duke  on  the  1st  of  May.  On  the 
13(h  of  the  same  month  be  gave  up  to  thci 
Austrian  troops  the  three  Legations,  the 
dacby  of  Parma,  and  all  the  country 
which  he  bad  taken  from  tbe  French  army 
up  to  tbe  right  hank  of  the  Po  :-«he  gave 
up  equally  to  the  Pope  all  the  atates 
which  his  Holiness  possessed  previous  to 
his  exile  :  thereby  multiplying  the  proofs 
of  bis  disinterestedness  and  moderation. 

37.  Finally,  the  Treaty  of  Paris  having 
pot  an  end  to  the  war,  and  the  King  find* 
ing  himself,  as  the  ally  of  Austria,  at 
peace  with  France  and  with  aft  the  Allied 
Powers,  by  their  accession  to  tbe  Treaty 
of  the  llthof  January,  and  by  his  co« 
operation  in  the  common  cause,  thought 
only  of  cultivating  the  friendship  of  those 
Powers,  and  of  making,  in  the  interior  ad- 
ministration of  bis  kingdom,  such  reforma 
as  should  ameliorate  the  condition  of  hie 
subjects. 

38.  It  appears  from  this  hasty  ^TPon* 
tion  of  £iot8  and  ciroinutancea:-**!.  That 
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the  King  broke  with  France  at  m  time 
when  that  Power  had  sttlla  preponderance 
In  Italy  :-^2.  That  be  did  ey^ry  thing 
which  depended  upon  him  to  accede  at 
early .  as    possible    to    the    coalition  :— 

3.  That  he  began  to  act  against  France 
before  the  Treaty  signed  with  Austria  was 
satified  by  her,  and  withoat  waiting  fpr 
the   accession  of  the   oth^r  Powers  :«— 

4.  That  he  conquered  the  whole  of  Italy 
as  far  as  the  Po  from  the  French  army : 
—5.  That  his  army  was  several  times  en- 
gaged with  the  enemy,  that  he  lost  con- 
siderable numbers,  and  the  King  exposed 
bis  own  person  in  support  of  the  common 
cause  ;---6.  That  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  obtain  .more  deciai?e  success,  was  to  be 
attributed  to — 1.  The  unexpected  ^delav 
in  the  ratification  of  his  Treaty  of  Al- 
liance with  Austria— 2.  The  extraordinary 
conduct  of  lord  W.  Bentinck — S'.  And 
finally,  to  the  dilatory  moTementa  of  roar- 
abal  Belle^rde :— 7.  That  the  Treaty 
with  Aostna  became  common  to  the  other 
Allied  Powers,  in  virtue  of.  the  existing 
relations  between  them,  which  stipulated 
that  the  ally  of  one  should  be  the  ally  of 
all  the  others  :^8.  That  England,  besides 
the  general  engagement  arising  out  of 
that  Conrention,  specially  acceded  to  the 
Treaty  concluded  between  the  Courts  of 
Vienna  and  Naplea,  by  virtue  of  the  of- 
ficial  declaration  of  the  1st  of  April, 
made  by  lord  W.  Bentinck,  in  the  name, 
and  by  order  of  the  British  Government 
«-9.  That  the  British  Government  con- 
firmed its  accession  to  that  Treaty  by  the 
communications  from  lord  Castlereagh  to 
lord  William  Bentinck,  of  the  2i2d  of  Ja- 
nuary  and  the  3d  of  April,  by  that  mi* 
sister's  o£fer  to  furnish  ]5«000  muskets  to 
the  Neapolitan  Government,  and  by  se- 
veral declarations  which  he  made  to  the 
King's  plenipotentiaries  accredited  near 
the  Allied  Sovereigns. — 10.  That  Russia 
not  only  resumed  the  relations  of  friend- 
ship which  existed  before  the  war  between 
berself  and  Naples,  but  sent  a  plenipoten- 
tiary  to  the  King,  to  conclude  a  Treaty  of 
Alliance,  which,  however  did  not  tske 
place,  owing  to  the  changes  which  hap- 
pened in  France.— 1 1*  That  the  accession 
of  the  Allied  Powers  to  the  Treaty  of  the 
1 1  th  of  January  is  evidenily  and  abun- 
dantly established,  whether  by  the  an- 
swer  of  their  ministers  to  the  French 
plenipotentiary  at  the  conferences  at  Cha* 
tillon,  or  by  the  determination  of  the 
Powers  to'  invite  the  King  of  Naples,  to 
accede  to  the  Treaty  of  Alliapce  con- 
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claded  between  themselves  ^at  Cbaamont 
the  1st  of  March  1814.— 12.  That  the 
King  gat^e  the  most  convincing  proof  of 
bis  moderation  in  giving  up  Tuscany  to 
the  grand  duke,  the  Legations  and  the 
countries  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Po  to  the  Austrian  troops,  and  the  Roman 
states  to  the  Pope,  before  the  general 
peace. — IS.  And  that  in  shor|  the  King, 
in  quality  of  ally  to  Austria,  and  the 
terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  being  at 
peace  with  France,  and  still  further  by 
by  the  declaration  of  Louis  18,  setting 
forth  that  he  considered  himself  at  peace 
with  all  the  Powers  of  Christendom,  it  is 
evident  that  the  political  existence  of  the 
King  of  Naples,  which  before  the  war 
had  been  acknowledged  by  all  the  Powers 
of  the  continent,  was  strengthened  by  his 
Treaty  of  Alliance  with  Austria,  by  the 
accession  of  the  other  Allied  Powers  to 
that  Treaty,  particularly  England^  by  bis 
Majesty's  effectual  co-operation  in  the 
cause  pf  the  coalition,  and,  in  a  word,  by 
the  Treaty  of  Peace  signed  at  Paris  the 
30th  of  May  18  t4w 

It  is  not  superflooos  here  to  state,  that 
besides  the  incontestable  rights  upon  whicb 
the  political  existence  of  the  King  of 
Naples  rests,  he  founds  his  strongest  gua- 
rantee in  the  general  homage  of  the 
Neapolitan  nation,  and  in  the  devotedness 
and  approved  bravery  of  an  army  of 
80,000  men,  commanded  by  a  great 
captain. 

(Second  Inchmrt  m  No*  9.)'^Tran$iatunu 

Observations  by  General  Count  Nugent 
on  the.  Paper  entitled  "  Historical 
Memoir  of  the  Political  and  Military 
Conduct  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of 
Naples,  from  the  Battle  of  Leipzic  ta 
the  Peace  of  Paris,  of  the  30th  of 
March  1814.'' 

Article  1  to  8. 

The  first  eight  Articles  of  the  Memoir 
contain  a  statement  of  the  circumstance* 
and  of  the  negociations  that  produced  the 
Treaty  with  Austria. 

It  IS  indifferent  whether  it  was  by  the 
battle  of  Leipzic  or  by  any  other  argu« 
ments  that  the  Allies  succeeded  in  con- 
vincing Marat  of  the  wisdom  and  mode- 
ration of  their  views;  and  that  the  Court 
of  Vienna  has  witnessed  the  effects  of  th^ 
overtures  which  nhe  had  long  before  made. 

The  Allies  having  once  entered  into 
engagements  with  the  King,  «vere  bound 
to  fulfil  those  engagements,  provided  ho 
also  fulfilled  the  stipulations  agreed  to  by^ 
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him— >b8t  certaioljr^  io  case  of  failure 
«B  Ims  parlj  such  engagements  entirely^ 
ceased. 

.  The  points  for  examination^  therefore^ 
are  those  whereby  the  Memoir  attempts 
to  prove  that  bis  military  operations  cor- 
responded with  bis  promises,  and  that  be 
has  acted  in  conformity  with  the  stipula- 
tions entered  into  with  Austria,  and  to  the 
views  of  the  other  Powers. 

Article  9.-«^The  article  treats  of  the 
first  operaiions  of  Murat.  It  may  be 
right  to  observe,  that  at  this  period  al- 
most the  whole  of  the  enemy's  forces  in 
Iialy  were  concentrftted  on  the  Adige  and 
the  Mincio* 

General  count  Nugent  had  disembarked 
in  the  Lower  Ferrara,  occupied  Com- 
machio,  Ravenna,  and  the  mouths  of  all 
the  rivers,  and  carried  on  bis  operations  in 
4he  rear  of  the  enemy. 

He  bad  just  taken  Forli,  and  intended 
continuing  his  operations  against  Bologna, 
when  accounts  were  received  of  the  ap» 
proach  of  the  Neapolitan  army;  which 
advanced  as  allies  of  the  enemy.  It  was 
received  every  Where  with  rejoicing. 

The  whole  of  the  enemy  V  force  in  this 
country  consisted  of  ^«000  men  at  Ancona, 
mnd  very  weak  garrisons  at  CivitaVeccbia, 
the  castle  of  St,  Angelo,  and  Leghorn. 
One  Neapolitan  column  marched  by 
Rome  and  Florence,  to  Bologna  $  another 
by  Ancooa  and  Rimini.  In  all  these 
places  the  Neapolitan  troops  and  those 
«f  the  enemy  acted  together,  and  at  Fer- 
rara  a  Neapoliun  General  even  took  the 
command  of  them. 

They  attempted  to  force  general  Nu- 
gent to  evacuate  Forli ;  but  he  maintained 
this  post,  in  order  to  observe  the  Neapoli- 
tans, who  continued  to  show  a  hostile  ap- 
pearance ;-^be  alliance  indeed  was  not 
at  that  time  concluded. 

This  merely  serves  to  show  in  what 
manner  Murat  conquered  the  country  as 
far  as  the  Po,  which  he  occupied  as  a 
friend  and  without  striking  a  blow.  Had 
the  Neapolitan  army  remained  stationary, 
two  Austrian  battalions  and  a  couple  of 
squadrons  would  have  been'  sufficient  to 
Jiave  cleared  the  whole  country,  the  dis- 
position of  Tuscany  and  of  the  Homa'j^na 
being  known.  The  approach  of  the  Nea- 
politan'  army  kept  these  coumries  from 
rising ;  they  would  havje  furnished  consi- 
derable military  resources.  But  the  most 
prejudicial  consequence  of  the  doubtful 
condact  of  the  Neapolitan  army  was,  that 
k  afiected  the  operations  of  the  Austrian 
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army,  which  had  just  repulsed  tfae  Viceroy 
beyond  the  Adige,  and  compelled  it  ta 
halt  until  it  should  be  decided  whether 
the  Neapolitans  were  friends  or  foea.  '  If 
Murat  conquered,  as  he  is  pleased  to  as* 
aert,  the  country  as  far  as  the  Po,  it  waa 
from  the  Allies,  and  not  from  the  enemy  ; 
and  it  is  evident  that  the  cause  of  the  (all 
of  these  countries  was  their  being  destitute 
of  troops,  whom  the  enemy,  was  employ* 
ing  elsewhere,  it  is  therefore  where  the 
enemy's  forces  were  posted—- that  is  to 
say,  in  France  and  on  the  Mincio,  8ccm 
&c.  that  these  provinces  were  conquered^ 
and  not  by  Murat's  army,  which  came  up 
in  small  detachments  and  by  regular  sta* 
ttons,  till  they- reached  the  Po,  withoot 
firing  a  single  shot,  and  marching  pre* 
cisely  as  in  times  of  profound  peace. 

Article  la — ^The  lOth  Article  cites  a 
proclamation,  as  though  words  were  prooft, 
and  could  stand  instead  of  deeds. 

Article  1  l.-^In  the  1  Ith  Article  It  is  m 
mistake  to  speak  of  a  Convention  of  the 
7th  of  February  between  the  generaU 
Livron  and  Nugent — this  Convention 
merely  determined  what  districts  shoaid 
be  administered  by  each  army,  according 
to  a  line  drawn  from  the  sea  to  the  summit 
of  the  Apennines. '  General  Nugent  would 
not  extend  it  farther  lest  he  should  cramp 
the  operations  of  lord  William  Bentinck, 
who  was  to  land  on  the  coast  of  the  Me* 
diterranean,  and  whose  line  of  operations 
was  between  that  coast  and  the  summit  of 
the  Apennines. 

Articles  12,  13,  }4>.-*-These  Articlea 
contain  the  diplomatic  transactions  which 
brought  about  the  Treaty  with  Austria^ 
the  modifications  which  this  Power  intro- 
duced into  it,  and  the  reasons  which  pre- 
vented England  from  acceding  to  it  in 
form.  Murat  having  accepted  the  modi- 
fications, the  Treaty  was  in  eSsct  con- 
cluded, even  without  formaV  ratification, 
especially  if,  as  he  said,  b«  relied  most 
implicitly  on  the  good  faith  of  the  Ca- 
binets. Besides,  the  object  of  the  alliance 
between  Austria  and  him  being  lo'tncrease 
exertions  in  the  decisive  moment,  it  waa 
agreed  that  he  should  act  instantly,  with^ 
out  waiting  for  any  other  ratification. 

We  come  at  length  to  the  military  ope« 
rations.  Article  l5.-*-The  15th  Ar- 

ticle quotes  the  passage  in  a  letter  from- 
marshal  Bellegarde,  which  states  his  in- 
tentions and  the  ei^ct  produced  by  the 
Neapolitan  army;  but  nothing  is  men- 
tioned of  the  plan  proposed  by  the  mar- 
shal,  which  was,  that   the   Neapolitan' 
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Brmy  shoiild  niarcb«  wttbovt  hahiitg,  upon 
Plaisance  with  general  Nagent's  difition, 
and  afterwards  upon  Alexandria,  whilst 
the  Austrian  army  should  carry  on  ope* 
rations  on  the  right  bank  of  the  ro,  which 
Marat  promised.-  We  shall  presently  see 
how  it  was  fulfilled. 

Article  16.— If,  according  to  article  16, 
Murat  poshed  forward  only  sixteen  bat- 
talions, and  1,500  horse,  it  was  his  own 
fault,  and  a  manifest  infraction  of  the 
Treaty.  The  fortresses  of  Ancoua,  Rome, 
Cifita  Vecchia,  and  Leghorn,  were. the 
pretext  for  leaving  behind  18,000  men, 
th^  third  of  whom  would  have  been  ipore 
than  sufficient;  the  real  object  was  to 
have  the  command  of  the  country^  to 
drftw  every  possible  resource  from  it,  and 
at  the  same  time  to  be  able  to  say  that  he 
was  too  weak  to  act. 

Art.  17.— Immediately  afker  the  Con* 
vention  of  the  7th  February,  general  Nu- 
gent began  his  march  from  Bologna  to 
co-operate  in  carrying  the  plan  of  the 
campaign  intoetfect;  he  marched  upon 
■Modena  and  Reggio,  but  when  his  ad- 
vanced guard  wished  to  past  the  Enza,  the 
'Neapolitan  general,  who  commanded  at 
'^ggiOj  declared  he  had  orders  to  prevent 
the  passage.  The  declaration  that  force 
would  be  resorted  to,  did  not  remove  the 
obstacle  until  after  a  considerable  loss  of 
time.  This  conduct  qould  not  but  create 
suspicions  as  to  the  sincerity  of  the  new 
AHy,  since  not  only  he  did  not  himself 
act  as  he  had  promised  the  marshal,  bat 
he  endeavoured  tapre^eht  general  Nugent 
from  acting.  It  was  soon  ascertained  that 
Murat  had  promised  not  to  commence 
hostilities  without  giving  the  enemy  pre- 
vious notice,  who  was  consequently  en- 
abled to  direct  the  whole  of  his  force 
against  the  marshal. 

In  this  manner  did  King  Murat  nippori 
.the  movements  of  Nugent's  division,  and 
kuten  to  amtrihuie  to  the  success  of  the 
Austrian  army.  The  Viceroy,  who  knew 
either  directly -or  by  the  nunierous  officers 
who  were  every  day  passing  from  one 
head-quarters  to  the  other^  that  he  had 
little  to  apprehend  from  Murat,  stopped 
his  retrograde  movement,  and  opposed  the 
-marshal  with  all  his  forces.  King  Murat 
•could  not,  therefore,  be  surprised  at  the 
contents  of  a  letter  which  he  received 
•from  the  marshal,  dated  the  27 ih  February. 
A  single  glance  at  the  map  will  be  suf- 
ficient to  show  that  it  is  not  in  cantoning 
his  army  at  Bologna,  Modena,  and  Reggio, 
that  he  could  fulfil  his  engagements;  this, 

^wcTor^  WM  ttie  whole  tE»t  he  did. 


'  AH  that  is  said  in  the  Memoir,,  of  ^e- 
ucbnMnta  to  the  right  and  left,  is  of  no 
consequence.  The  detachments  to  Tor- 
nuovo  and  Berzetto  were  two  marches  in 
the  rear  of  the  Austrian  poits :  as  to  those 
on  the  right,  we  shall  presently  see  that 
they  only  covered  that  flank  where  it  was 
not  attacked.  General  Nugent,  perceiving 
the  necessity  of  efTecting  a  diversion,  had 
left  King  Murat  there,  and  had  marched 
upon  Plaisance  with  his  single  division. 
After  a  brilliant  action  the  enemy  ^waa 
driven  into  the  town  and  his  communica- 
tion cot  off.  He  was  on  the  point  of  being 
attacked  there,  when  the  King  directed 
general  Nugent  to  fall  back,  and  sent- 
count  Mier  to  him  for  that  parposj^|j^e 
was  obeyed  with  regret.  .   •^^ 

In  the  Memoir  it  iff  stated .  that  general 
Nugent  ought  even  to  have  retreated  be- 
hind the  Ebza.  Shortly  after,  Marat  takes 
merit  to  himself  for  thie  passage  of  the  Po» 
This  is  a  contradiction,  because  Sacca, 
where  the  passage  was  effected,  is  jn  front 
of  the  Enza ;  and  that  by  retiring  behind 
that  river  the  passage  could  not  have  taken 
place.  The  fact  is,  that  general  Nugent' 
fixed  upon  tbe  point  of  Sacca;  t.hat  Murat 
agreed  to  it,  and  sent  him  marines  of  his 
guard ;  that  he  effected  tbe  passage  with 
celerity,  and  detached  baron  d'Aspre  to 
tbe  other  bank,  who  pushed  on  with  bold^ 
ness  and  prudence. 

There  is  a  mistake  in  tbe  Memoir,  that 
the  King  directed  baron  d'Aspre  ta  pass 
afler  the  bridge  was  made.  General 
Nugent  sent  over  this  detachment  in  boats 
previously  in  order  to  protect  the  con- 
struction of  the  bridge ;  the  surprise  of 
Casal  Maggiore  by  baron  d'Aspre,  with 
a  single  Austrian  company,  was  an  affair 
of  the  moment,  and  wholly  unpreme- 
ditated. These  are  circumstances  which 
King  Murat  could  not  know,  being  at  the 
time  at  too  great  a  distance.  The  bridge 
was  constructed  by  the  marines  of  the 
Neapolitan  guard ;  the  Uu^de-pcuU  on  the 
other  bank  by  Austrian  pioneers,  under 
direttion  of  captain  Teyter  of  the  angi* 
neers.  Two  Neapolitan  companies  passed 
the  river  with  the  Austrians.  They  be- 
haved  adtnirably,  as  well  as  the  marines. 
The  Neapolitan  troops  are  free  from  re- 
proach. At  this  period  there  was  one 
Neapolitan  battalion,  and  one  squadron 
with  Nugent's  division ;  the  rest  of  the 
army  was  far  in  the  rear  with  the  King. 
The  distance  from  the  head-quarters  pro- 
duced serious  inconvenience.  The  move- 
ment of  general  Grenter  opon  Plaisancn. 
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wai  in  coDiequeace  of  the  march  of  ge- 
neral Nageni  againHlhat  city,  ai  the  dale 
will  prove*  In  calling  to  recollection  that 
Marat  toogbt  to  prevent  that  march*  one 
ii  aitonished  that  he  should  endeaToor  to 
attrihnte  to  himielf  the  merit  of  the  mea- 
aurCf  and  to  haTe  weakened  the  forces  be- 
fore the  marshal;  We  see  that  op  to  the 
present  moment  (the  difficulties  he  threw 
in  the  way  excepted),  the  effect  was  the 
same  as  if  Murat  had  not  come  op  ;— hot 
the  moment  was  come  when  he  most 
either  act  or  betray  his  engagements. 
General  Grenier  had  upon  the  right  bank 
of  the  Po  about  20,000  men.  Nugent's 
division*  with  the  Neapolitan  forces, 
amounted  at  least  to  the  same  number. 
Surely  it  was  not  requiring  too  much  to 
expect  that  an  equal  force  of  the  enemy 
ahould  be  kept  amtiamfy  on  the  alert. 
King  Murat,  on  the  contrary,  considered 
it  quite  sufficient  to  show,  for  some  days, 
an  appearance  of  engaging  an  equal  force, 
and  on  its  near  approach  to  retreat  in 
order  that  the  marshal  might- once  more 
have  the  whole  of  the  enemy's  force  to 
contend  with.  For  by  falling  back  on  the 
Secchia  or  on  the  Tanaro,  as  was  the 
King's  intention,  the  bridge  of  Borgo- forte 
became  open,  and  general  Grenier  might 
rejoin  the  Viceroy.  This  conduct  of  King 
Murat  was  the  more  prejudicial  on  account 
of  the  position  of  the  marshal,  which  was 
between  four  fortresses,  and  required  twice 
the  amount  of  their  garrisoi^s  to  blockade 
them.  The  least  advance  of  the  marshal 
would  produce  a  change  to  his  disad- 
vantage in  their  respective  forces;  and 
if  after  some  days*  wbilA  the  Viceroy 
avoided  an  engagement,  general  Grenier 
should  return,  the  situation  of  the  marshal 
would  become  worse  than  ever.  From 
the  moment  that  general  Grenier's  move- 
jnent  was  decided,  there  was  no  longer 
the  smallest  risk  in  sending  a  strong  de- 
tachment by  Borgo-forte*  Murat  might 
therefore  join  general  Nugent,  and  beat 
Grenier.  He  could  then  pass  the  Po  at 
Sacca;  and  the  Viceroy,  separated  from 
Grenier,  and  attacked  in  his  rear,  would 
have  been  lost.  By  the  retreat,  all  these 
advantages  were  lost;  the  bridge  on  the 
Po  was  lost ;  Borgo-forte  was  open  to  the 
enemy,  who  was  relieved  from  all  anxiety. 
For  these  reasons  general  Nugent  oi- 
Mimauly  pertuied  in  not  retreating,  and 
iiappy  would  it  have  b^en  had  King 
Murat  possessed  a  little  of  his  obstinacy. 
Geoerai  Nugent  only  required  the  re^union 
of  the  division  Caracosa  to  givd  batUe; 


Mftrat  promised  it;  but  afterwards  forbade 
the  division  to  march,  notwithstanding  the 
eagerness  of  the  troops.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  enemy  advanced  upon  Parma. 
General  Nugent  resoked  not  to  retire  hot 
in  the  last  extremity,  hoping  that  Moral 
would  at  last  act,  and  would  not  put  him- 
self  in  the  wrong,  by  losing  a  position 
which  oflfered  such  various  advantages. 
Besides  he  risked  nothing,  being  able  to 
retire  by  Goastaila.  This  line  of  retreat 
was  pointed  out  by  Murat  himself,  who 
had  given  orden  in  consequence  to  major 
d'Aspre,  and  to  the  detachments  on  the 
Lower  Tare,  directing  them  to  stretch 
along  the  Po  towards  Guastalla.  General 
Nugent  resolved  to  march  thither  himself, 
when  be  learnt  with  surprise,  that  a  couple 
of  thousand  men  from  Borgo-forte  had 
occupied  Guastalla,  which  was  abandoned 
by  the  Neapolitans :  in  this  manner  it  was ' 
thaC  Murat  covered  the  right  tlank  of  the 
Austrians ;  whilst  general  Nugent  had  to 
oppose  20,000  men,  the  King  with  all  his 
army  could  not  make  head  against  3,000* 
It  is  easy  to  conceive  the  ideas  which 
this  conduct,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  not  ho- 
nourable, nacessariiy  created  amongst  the 
Auitrians.  The  first  conseouence  was, 
general  Nugent  was  compelled  to  form  his 
line  of  march  upon  Reggio,  and  to  send 
orders  to  the  detachments  on  the  Po,  to 
do  the  like,  by  marching  on  their  left  upon 
Parma,  the  only  road  which  remained 
open.  In  order  to  give  them  time  for  this 
march,  he  was  compelled  to  remain  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Parma,  which  gave  rise 
to  a  sanguinary  engagement  against  a  force 
more  than  quadruple,  and  which  certainly 
does  less  honour  to  the  f/rudattf  of  King 
Murat  than  to  the  obstinacy  of  general 
Nugent.  The  former  had  at  this  moment 
fill  his  forces  at  Reggio  and  Modena, 
within  a  march  of  Guastalla,  so  that  the 
whole  of  this  traosaction  cannot  be  ez« 
plained  in  a  military  manner.  General 
Nugent  retreated  upon  Reggio,  and  the 
day  after,  partly  upon  Rubiera,  and  partly 
upon  Modena.  It  is  incorrect  that  the 
two  first  Neapolitan  divisions  stopped  the 
enemy  ;  they  did  not  even  come  within 
sight  of  them,  and  the  rear-guard  of  ge^ 
neral  Nugent,  remained  in  the  presence  of 
the  enemy.  ^Morat's  intention  was  to  get 
behind  the  Tanaro,  if  the  enemy  had  ad* 
vanced;  but  the  latter  did  not  push  his 
main  body  beyond  Reggio,  whence  two' 
divisions  marched  by  Guastalla  and  Borgo- 
forte,  to  join  the  army  of  the  Viceroy, 
only  one  division^  consisting  of  8«Q0O 
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loea^  binder  genefal  Sefarali,  renMintiig  at 
Keggio. 

This  was  a  faTourable  oocaiioD  for  King 
Murat  to  ha^e  tbe 'appearance  of  doing 
aomethtng  at  very  little  expense.  No- 
gent'a  division  pushed  fiorward  on  the  6th 
of  Marcb>  on  the  three  roads  which  led 
towards  the  eneray^  and  Stahremberg's 
brigade^  of  the  same  division,  supported 
by  a  Neapolitan  battaKon,  defeated  the 
feeble  advanced  guard  of  the  enemy.  Ge- 
neral Nugent  made  the  dispositions  for 
attacking  the  enemy  at  day-bresk  ;  but 
during  the  night  be  received  orders  from 
Modena,  where  Murat  had  gone^  not  to 
attack,  and  that  his  Majesty  would  arrive 
at  1(2  o'clock  on  the  7th  to  reconnoitre  the 
enemy,  and  give  his  orders.  General 
Nugent,  perceiving  that  the  enemy  would 
thereby  have  time  to  retire,. or  to  take  op 
better  positions,  did  not  think  it  right  to 
obey.  He  ordered  general  Stahremberg 
and  Gober,  and  colonel  Garenda  to  put 
themselves  immediately  in  motion,  and 
^began  the  attack  at  day-break.  The 
Neapolitans  seeing  Nugent's  division  on 
the  march,  did  the  same,  and  supported 
them  gaUantly.  The  first  position  was 
carried  by  the  vegiment  Benjofsky,  the 
£ng4ish,  and  the  landwehr  of  the  Arch- 
duke Charles:  the  second  by  general 
Pepe,  with  two  Neapolitan  batulions. 
King  Murat  arrived  at  raid-day,  when  the 
affair  wu  over,  and  the  enemy  were  sur- 
rounded in  Reggio.  Murat  wished  to 
make  proposals  to  the  enemy  to  retire  un- 
molested, when  the  intelligence  came  that 
we  occupied  the  Parma  road,  and  that  the 
enemy  was  entirely  cut  off.  Notwith- 
atanding,  Murat  allowed  them  to  escape, 
and  we  could  not  follow  them;  so  that 
they  made  their  retreat  without,  risk,  al- 
though we  were  three  times  their  atrength. 
The  troops  were  indignant  to  see  the 
enemy  escape,  atid  attributed  it  to  causes 
by  no  means  honourable  to  the  King. 
Without  entering  into  these  mysterious 
questions,  it  is  evMent  by  this  recital  that 
the  impetuosiiy  which  the  Memoir  attributes 
to  the  King  did  not  exist,  and  that  4he 
battle  of  Reggio,  on  which  he  so  much 
prides  himself,  was  fought  by  general 
Nugent,  supported  by  the  Neapolitan  ge- 
nerals, during  his  absence,  and  against  his 
express  order.  He  had  no  other  share  in 
this  action  than  in  preventing  the  conse- 
quences which  ought  to  have  resulted  from 
it,  and  he  was  suspected  of  having  de- 
signedly spared  the  enemy. 

Tbfiit  are  pomeroos  errors  at  the  end  of 


this  article;  as  for  instance,  that  the 
enemy  was  stronger,  and  that  general 
Grenter,  with  several  thousand  men,  couM 
alone  act  -against  Borgb-forte,  the  re- 
mainder of  his  corps  being  obliged  to  re- 
tire upon  Parma.  General  Greoier  wos 
not  in  the  afiair,  but  was  at  the  time  at 
Mantua.  There  was  only  one  divisioil, 
and  this  division  alone  waa  employed 
daring  the  rest  of  the  campaign ;  that  is 
to  say,  nearly  one  fourth  of  the  united 
forces  of  the  Neapolitans  and  of  Nogent's 
division..  The  same  effect  would  have 
been  produced  by  Nugent's  division  alon^ 
From  this  we  may  judge  of  the  good  ef- 
fect of  the  self-declared  co-operations  of 
this  Ally,  and  the  degree  of  justice  of  thto 
assertion  at  the  commencement  of  the 
]7th  article,  that  the  dispositions  of  the 
King  were  carried  into  efiect  with  prompt 
iilude,  energy,  and  according  to  the  trtie 
prineiple»efwttr ! ! !  One  may  lilso  form  ati 
opinion  upon  the  accusations  against  m&i^ 
shal  Bellegarde,  to  whom  it  it  wished  to 
attribute  the  blame  of  the  inactivity  of 
which  Murat  was  the  cause.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  latter  to  put  himself  sufficiently 
in  advance  to  have  drawn  upon  himself 
the  attention  of  part  at  least  of  the  enemy's 
forces ;  instead  of  which  he  remained  at 
such  a  distance  that  be  was  of  no  ufp. 
The  marshal  had  the  whole  of  the  enemy '^ 
force  opposed  to  him,  supported  by  the 
fortresses.  There  is  yet  another  conside- 
ration :  the  conduct  of  Murat  most  be  al- 
tributed  either  to  want  of  skill,  or  to  a 
cause  which  one  would  be  sorry  to  name ; 
his  former  military  reputation  leads  tb 
presume  that  it  waS'  tbe  latter,  and  leads 
one  to  put  one-self  on  our  guard  againit 
so  suspicious  an  ally. 

Articles  18,  19,  20,  and  21.^The  18th 
Article  relates  to  the  landing  of  ford  W. 
Bentinck  near  Leghorn.  The  two  follow- 
ing contain  observations  of  little  coiite*- 
quence  as  to  his  operations,  and  proposi- 
tions of  little  importance.  Lord  Bentinck 
did  not  understand  the  conduct  of*  Murat, 
and  repaired  in  person  to  Reggio;  It  is 
necessary  to  observe  that  lord  Bentinck 
had  not  trannports  for  more  than  half  of 
the  troops  which'  be  afterwards  landed  at 
Leghorn  ;  he  sent  his  transports  for  the 
remainder,  in  order  to  march  with  hie 
whole  force  Upon  Genoa;  it  would  have 
been  imprudent  to  have  attacked  this  place 
with  part  of  his  forces,  or  to  have  landed  a 
part  too  near  the  enemy  before  the  arrival 
of  the  remainder.  The  conduct  of  M'urs^ 
waa  not  calculated  to  inspire  confidence 
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ifi  lord  Bentiitdr,  who  wn hed;  by  occ«py* 
in^  Tufcany,  to  secvre  tp  its  lawful  lOTe* 
reign  A  part  of  the  country. 

Article  22.— Contains  pretended  ressoos 
against  this  demand ;  amongst  dthen,  that 
the  country  was  conquered  by  bit  arms. 
One  bas  seen  above  howodicoloos  this 
idea  of  conquest  is.  In  fact,  Marat  wished 
lo  continue  to  enrich  himself  by  Toscanyi 


as  be  hod  done  by  the  other  countries/ '^made  disposition  for  preventing  him.     He 


which  he  occupied,  all  the  resources  of 
which  he  bad  made  use  of.  Lord  Ben- 
tinck  rejected  the  proposal  of  holding  any 
thing  as  under  the  protection  of  Murai— 
whoKe  presence  in  Tuscany  was  solely 
attributable  to  the  successes  of  the  Allies, 
and  not  to  his  own  promises.  Moreover, 
he  would  not  sanction  My  such  an  act  the 
revolting  oppression  that  Murat  exercised 
o^et  the  country.  He  considered  that  the 
conduct  of  Murat  would  have  been  less 
auspicious,  had  he  directed  his  forces 
against  the  enemy^instead  of  oppressing 
the  country.'  He  likewise  declsred  that 
be  would  not  leave  his  own  troops  there, 
who  were  to  act  against  the  enemy ;  but 
that  troops  should  be  raised  for  the  Grand 
Duke,  who  would  maintain  internal  tran- 
quillity. In  general  lord  Bentinck  was 
astonished  that  Marat  should  have  the 
largest  portion  of  his  troops  in  his  rear, 
and  that  the  re^t  should  be  so  far  from  the 
operations  at  Bologna,  Modena  and 
Reggio,  protected  by  the  Austrians,  and 
employed,  not  in  battles  and  sieges,  but  in 
parade  and  exercise. 

Articles  24,  25,  20,  27,  28,  29,  SO,  51, 
and  S2.^The  Articles  from  24  to  29,  con* 
tain  various  diplomatic  transactions,  to 
eirdeayour  to  prove  that  the  Allies  are 
^  bound  by  promises.  It  is,  howeuer^  easy 
^  to  perceive,  that  the  whole  of  this  is  con- 
ditional, ^nd  goes  for  nothing,  if  Murat  has 
not  fulfilled  his  engagements.  One  has 
seen  what  he'  has  done  for  this  object  up 
to  the  present  time.  His  conduct  after  the 
affair  of  Ueggio  was  not  more  correct ;  the 
activity  of  general  Nugent  had  hampered 
him  till  then.  He  found  means  to  render 
it  rneficsctual  by  separating  h^s  division, 
partly  at  Parma,  and  partly  at  Goastalla. 
He  appointed  a  Neapolitan  brigade  for 
general  Nugent,  but  gave  it  orders  not  to 
act.  An  occasion  presented  itself  for 
attacking  the  enemy  on  the  Taro— the 
Neapolitan  general  refused  to  do  it.  The 
whole  of  the  enemy's  army  was  employed 
against  marshal  Bellegarde,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  single  division  opposed  to 
general  Nogent*     The  Neapolitan  army 


absolutely  did  nothing  but  consuine  pro^ 
visions,  attend  ^parades,  and  make  trifling 
movemenu  without  object.  Murat,  in 
consequence  of  the  reiterated  complaints 
of  the  Marshal,  promised  to  cross  the  Po 
near  Cassal  Msggiore ;  but  he  made  his 
preparations  and  his  reconnoiterings  with 
such  marked  publicity,  that  the  enemy 
immediately  perceived  his  intention,  and 


then  directed  general  Nugent  to  affect  it, 
and  gare  up  the  plan  when  the  latter  was 
desirous  to  carry  it  into  effect.  Thus  was 
a  month  lost  after  the  affair  of  Reggio. 

Article  33.— There  is  a  mistake  in  Arti* 
cle  33*  in  saying  that  it  was  agreed  at 
Rever6,that  lord  Bentinck  should  evacuate 
Tuscany,  and  march  upon  Genoa.  Thia 
general,  seeing  the  conduct  of  Murat,  re- 
solved not  to  make  his  own  operations 
depend  upon  those  of  the  King.  He 
directed  the  troops  which  he  had  at  Leg- 
horn upon  Spezsia,  which  was  carried 
whilst  the  2d  and  Sd  divisions  sailed 
directly  for  Genoa.  The  first  of  April  hf 
continued  his  operations  upon  Genoa  with 
striking  success.  The  conference  of 
Rever6  took  place  on  the  7th,  and  could 
mn  fix  an  operation  already  executed* 
Marshal  Bellegarde  insisted  that  Nugent'a 
division  should  be  re-united  at  Parma,  and 
authorised  that  general  to  push  forward, 
in  concert  with  lord  Bentinck,  whateyer 
might  be  the  conduct  of  Marat.  They  no 
longer  trusted  in  the  premises  of  the  latter, 
and  then  determined  apon  securing  the 
means  of  acting  without  him. 

Article  S4.-~TI)e  article  34  is  almost 
entirety  false.  The  passage  of  the  Taro 
the  1 3th  of  April  was  not  effected  by  the 
Neapolitan  array,  however  desirous  it 
may  .bare  been  of  doing  it,  but  by 
Nugent's  dirision  in  three  columns,  under. 
generals  Glober,  Stahremberg  and  Scnit- 
tser.  It  \A%  impossible  to  prevent  thre« 
Neapolitan  battalions,  with  their  general 
at  their  head,  to  follow  the  Austrians,  and 
they  took  part  in  the  affair  of  Borgo  San 
Domino ;  these  and  a  squadron  of  cavalrr 
were  the  only  Neapolitan  troops  which 
saw  the  enemy,  although  the  whole  army 
desired  it.  Murat  never  exposed  himself, 
for  on  the  banks  of  the  river  tbere  was  no 
engagement;  the  actions^  were  const* 
derably  in  advance,  and  he  was  not  pre- 
sent-«-neither  for  two  days  nor  two  hoars. 
Marshal  Bellegarde,  in  pursuance  of  the 
arrangements  made,  was  not  to  pass  the 
Mtncio  until  the  operations  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Po  should  have  produced  their 
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effect,  by  attracting  the  attention  of  apart 
of  the  enemy,  so  that  he  should  not  have 
the  whole  ot  the  enemy's  army  to  engage 
in  the  strongest  position  possible.  The 
fact  is,  that  Murat  stopped  the  three  above- 
mentioned  battalions.-»The  following  day, 
Nogent's  division  alone  forced  the;  Nura, 
after  a  very  warm  action*  and  on  the 
l5th  the  same  division  alone  forced  the 
position  of  St*  Lazaro,  and  drove  the 
enemy  into  Plaisance,  whilst  its  advanced 
guard,  moving  along  the  mountains,  came 
into  communication  with  the  detachments 
of  lord  William  Bentinck's  corps  by  Tor- 
tona.  The  loss  of  the  Aastrians,  was  from 
5  to  600  men,  that  of  the  Neapolitans 
wholly  inconsidersible. 

Article  35,  36,  and  37.— In  the  36th 
Article  mention  is  again  made  of  the  rights 
of  conquest  upon  Tuscany ,  and  the  gene« 
rosity  of  the  King  is  quoted  for  renouncing 
them :  the  absurdity  of  these  pretensions 
bas  already  been  shown. 

Article  38. — Recapitulation. 
,  In  order  to  reply  to  this  recapitulation, 
it  is  sufficient  briefly  to  state  what  has 
been  remarked  above— the  result  is:—- 6rst, 
that  Murat,  after  long  time  wavering  and 
hesitating,  did  at  last  appear  to  break  with 
France— -when  she  had  the  worst  of  it,  and 
when  her  Italian  army  was  driven  back 
from  the  Saave  to  the  farther*  side  of  the 
Adige  and  the  Po.  Secondly,  that  he  de- 
layed his  accession  as  long  as  he  haa  the 
smallest  hope  that  Buonaparte  would  gain 
the  ascendancy.  Thirdly,  that  he  greatly 
injured  the  operations  of  the  Allies— 1st, 
by  coming  up  under  a  hostile  appearance 
before  the  Treaty ;  2dly,  when  the  Treaty 
was  made,  not  only  by  remaining  wholly 
inactive  until  the  arrival  of  the  ratification, 
but  by  holding  out  false  promises,  by 
throwing  obstacles  in  ihe  way  of  the 
operations  of  the  Emperor's  troops,  and  by 
leaving  to  the  enemy  the  important  post 
of  Gusstalla  in  the  rear  of  Nugent's  divi- 
•ion,  when  this  division  was  attacked  in 
front  by  a  superior  force.  In  6ne,  by  re- 
treating before  an  inferior  force,  instead 
of  engaging  it,  as  good  faith  required 
—and  thus  occupying  the  attention  of  part 
of  the  enemy's  forces.  Thirdly,,  in  doing 
just  as  little  af^er  the  ratification;  the 
aiiair  of  Reggio  having  taken  place  against 
bis  positive  orders—in  preventing  the 
conseqeonces  of  this  affair,  by  allowing 
the  enemy  to  escape,  and  not  permitting 
bim  to  be  pressed  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
alarm  him,  br  to  draw  his  serious  atten- 
tion.   The  enemy  showed  in  what  light 
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he  held  him,  by  leaving  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Po  a  rorce  only  proportionate  to 
Nugent's  division — thus  counting  King 
Murat  for  nothing— as  he  well  might. 
Fourthly,  that  he  profited  by  the  total 
want  of  troops  in  Lower  Italy,  occasioned 
by  the  success  of  the  Allies,  to  occupy 
that  country,  without  firing  a  shot,  or  the 
loss  of  a  man;  this  he  called  Ait  con^tMsr-* 
loading  these  provinces  with  imposts  and 
vexations  of  every  description,  and  treat- 
ing it  as  if  it  was  to  remain  to  him  in  per- 
petuity. 

5thly.  That  his  army  was  well  dis* 
posed  to  fight,  and  that  it  was  with  great 
difficulty  he  could  prevent  them.  Four 
battalions  did  act  at  the  affair  of  Reggio ; 
but,,  as  we  have  before  seen,  contrary  to 
his  wishes.  There  were  three  battalions 
at  the  afiair  ojf  Taro,  one  of  which  was 
engaged,  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry  was 
with  Nugent's  division;  with  these  ex- 
ceptions, there  was  only  some  skirmishes 
in  which  his  troops,  took  part.  Their  loss 
was  inconsiderable,  and  did  not  amount  in 
the  whole  to  300  men  killed  and  wounded. 
A  couple  of  Austrian  battalions  and 
squadrons  would  have  done  as  much  as  the 
Neapolitan  army ;  but  the  mischief  which 
this  self-declafed  co-operation  has  occa« 
sioned  is  incalculable.  This  must  not, 
however,  be  attributed  to  the  troops,  who 
were  perfectly  brave  and  well  disposed,  as 
well  as  their  chiefs.  Murat  did  not  expose 
his  person. 

6thly.  That  the  reasons  which  he  assigns 
for  his  inactivity  are  without  foundation, 
and  in  contradiction  to  what  he  so  often 
asserts  of  his  blind  confidence  in  the  ffood 
faith  of  the  Allies;  for,  first,  if  the  delay 
of  the  ratifications  was  a  reason,  why  did 
he  not  act  when  they  ai'rived  .'—-Secondly, 
why  did  he  take  the  command  in  order  to 
prevent  the  Austrian  troops  from  acting, 
and  to  deceive  them  in  the  moment  of 
danger  ^— Thirdly,  there  was  nothing  ex- 
traordinary in  the  conduct  of  lord  William 
Beiitinck,  unless  it  be  his  not  placing  con* 
fidence  where  it  was  not  deserved.— « 
Fourthly,  what  is  attributed  to  marshal 
Bellegarde  recoils  upon  Murat,  who  was 
the  cause  of  it. 

7thly.  That  for  all  the  above-mentioned 
reasons  King  Murat  has  not  fulfilled  his 
engagements,  and  consequently  that  the 
Treaty  with  Austria  is  just  as  little  binding 
uyon  her  as  upon  the  other  Powers. 

8  and  0th  ly.  All  that  is  said  respecting 
the  adhesion  of  England  is  on  this  account 
without  foundation. 
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10  and  1  Ithljr.  Tlw  same  may  be  nid 
of  the  pceleoded  adhesion  of  the  other 
Poweri. 

12  and  13thl]r.  Do  nol  require  refata- 
tioii. 

No.  10.    The    Neapolitan    Ministers    to 
Viscoont  Castlereagh.-«r7VaiMfai/oii.^ 

Vwma,  29ik  ikcembcr  1814. 

While  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  Ea- 
ropean  Powers,  united  at  Vienna,  in  virtue 
of  the  Treaty  of  Paris  of  the  SOih  of  May 
last,  are  occopied  with  the  means  of  ce- 
neoting  the  state  of  peace,  happily  re- 
esublished  in  Europe,  by  the  magnani- 
moos  efforts  of  the  coalition,  his  Majesty 
the  King  of  Naples,  ha?ing  become  a 
party  to  it,  would  feel  great  concern  at 
not  finding  confirmed,  likewise,  by  a 
solemn  act,  the  engagements  and  rela* 
lions  of  amity  and  commerce,  subsisting 
between  the  Crowns  of  England  and  of 
Naples,  to  the  sreat  benefit  of  the  two 
kingdoms,  and  of  their  respectire  subjects. 

Ever  since  his  accession  to  the  throne, 
his  Majesty  the  King  of  Naples  has 
been  aware  of  the  importance  and  the 
utility  of  an  intimate  union  between  his 
kingdom  and  Great  Britain  ;  accordingly, 
when  the  Austrian  Cabinet,  after  the  battle 
of  Leipsic,  proposed  to  him,  in  its  own 
name,  as  well  as  on  the  part  of  the  British 
.Goyemment,  to  unite  himself  to  the  Coa- 
lesced Powers,  with  a  view  of  re-establish- 
ing in  Europe  a  general  peace,  his  Ma« 
jesty  the  King  of  Naples  hesitated  not  a 
moment  to  direct  his  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary at  the  Court  of  Vienna,  to  enter  into 
a  negociation  with  all  the  Allies  respect- 
ing his  accession  to  the  coalition;  and 
be  manifested,  in  the  most  unequivocal 
manner,  his  anxious  desire  of  a  connexion 
with  England  in  revoking  the  French 
decrees  and  tariffi,  hostile  to  the  British 
commerce,  by  an  ordinance  of  the  1 1th  of 
November  181S,  at  which  period  France 
was  still  in  possession  of  all  her  prepon- 
derance in  Italy,  and  might  easily  have 
taken  vengeance  on  the  kingdom  of 
Naples. 

His  Neapolitan  Majesty,  at  the  same 
time,  sent  the  marquis  de  St.  Elia  to 
Sicily,  to  acquaint  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent  of  England,  through  the 
medium  of  his  excellency  lord  William 
Beptinck,  of  his  desire  to  conclude  a 
Ueaty  with  his  Britannic  Majesty.  The 
marquis  was  authorized  to  go  to  England, 
and  was  famished  with  the  necessary  full 
powers  for  opening  a  direict  negociation 
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with  the  English  ministry.  But  that  mis« 
sion  product  ho  result,  owing  to  the  dif- 
ficulties thrown  in  the  way  of  it  by  lord 
Bentincfc.  Still,  however,  it  evinced  not 
the  less  the  King's  anxious  wish  of  formn 
ing  a  connexion  with  England. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Austrian  Cabinet^ 
sensible  of  the  extreme  importance  of 
preventing  the  powerful  diversion  which 
his  Majeaty  the  King  of  Naples  might 
make  from  the  Alps,  by  uniting  his  forces 
with  those  of  France,  dispatched  a  mes- 
senger from  Smalkalden  to  Naples,  with 
the  declaration,  that  both  Austria  and 
England  were  prepared  to  sign,  conjointly 
with  his  Neapolitan  Majesty,  a  Treaty  of 
Alliance  against  France,  to  which  all  ihe 
Coalesced  Powers  would  accede;  and  that 
lord  Aberdeen,  the  English  ambasnador  at 
the  Court  of  Vienna,  waa  accordingly  fur- 
nished with  the  necessary  foil  powers 
from  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Be* 
gent,  and  had  besides  in  his  possession. 
King  Ferdinand  of  Sicily's  formal  renun-  . 
ciation  of  his  claims  to  the  kingdom  of 
Naples. 

His  Neapolitan  Majesty,  by  the  same 
courier,  sent  to  his  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary at  the  Court  of  Vienna,  full  powers 
for  signing  the  Treaty  that  originated 
with  Austria,  in  conjunction  with  Eng- 
land. A  few  days  after,  on  the  50th  I^ 
cember  1813,  there  arrived  at  Naples  the 
Austrian  general  count  de  Niepperg,  with 
full  powers  for  concluding  and  signing 
thel'reaty  of  Alliance  between  the  Courts 
of  Naples  and  of  Vienna.  That  plenipo- 
tentiary was  told,  that  the  King  s  inten- 
tion was  to  conclude,  at  once  the  alliance 
with  Austria  and  with  England,  agreeably 
to  the  proposal  made  to  him.  ^ut  count 
Niepperg  declared,  that  the  Treaty  which 
he  had  it  in  charge  to  sign,  would  be  ob- 
ligatory on  England  and  the  other  coa- 
lesced Powers,  they  having  agreed  among 
themselves,  that  the  ally  of  one  should  be 
the  ally  of  all  the  rest ;  and  that,  more- 
over, he  was  charged  with  orders  from 
the  English  Government,  for  lord  Bentinck 
to  desist  from  hostilities  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  against  the  kingdom  of 
Naples. 

Tranquillized  by  this  declaration,  and 
willing  to  yield  to  the  desire  expressed  by 
the  coalesced  Powers,  of  commencing,  as . 
soon  as  possible,  military  operations  in 
Italy,  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Naples  de- 
termined to  sign,  on  the  1 1th  of  January 
1814,  a  Treaty  of  Alliance  with  Austria^ 
by  which  that  Power,  in  guaranteeing  to 
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bim  the  sovereignty  of  the  kingdom  .of 
Naples,  engnged  to  precore  for  hia  the 
tame  goaraniee  from  England  and  from 
ail  the  Allied  Powers  and  to  enaere  to 
his  Neapolitan  Majesty  an  aogmentation 
of  territory,  capable  of  gi^in^g  h^*  king* 
dom  a  good  military  frontien  The  Treaty 
%f  as  communicated  by  count  Niepperg  to 
iiis  excellency  lord  Beatinck,  minister 
plenipotentiary  and  commander  in  chief 
of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  forces  in  the 
Mediterranean^  who  came  himself  to 
Naples,  and  on  the  3d  of  February  1814 
aigned,  with  the  minister  for  foreign  af« 
fairs  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Naples,  a 
Convention  for  an  armistice. 

By  that  Convention  was  stipolated,  not 
merely  an  armistice*  but  what  was  equt- 
Talent  to  a  slate  of  peace*  since  it  was  not 
only  agreed  that  hostilities  should  en- 
tirely cease  between  the  two  Powers,  but 
it  was  declared,  that  all  their  harbours 
shoold  be  open  to  the  commerce  and  to 
ibe  flag  of  the  two  nations,  so-  that  Eng- 
land positively  recognized  tbe  Neapolitan 
Government  and  flag.  It  was  also  stipu* 
lated,  that  tbe  generals  of  the  Austrian, 
English,  and  Neapolitan  armiee,  should 
agree  upon  some  plan  of  operations,  ac- 
cording to  which  the  armies  united  for 
the  same  cause,  should  act  in  Italy,  which 
condition  establisbed  a  real  alliance  be- 
tween  England  and  the  kingdom  of 
Naples.  And  this  alliance  hat  existed 
in  point  of  fact,  because  the  English 
troops  have  fought  along  with  those  of 
Naples,  under  the  orders  of  the  King ;  the 
Engljsb  generals  have  concerted  their 
operations  with  his  Neapolitan  Majesty, 
to  whom  even  lord  Castlereagb,  on  the 
part  of  his  Governmeni,  offered  1 50,000 
maskets,  upon  a  demand  addressed  to  him 
by  the  Neapolitan  plenipotentiary  ac- 
credited to  the  Allied  Powers. 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  Naples  had 
already  marched  his  army  into  the  terri- 
tory of  tbe  French  empire,  and  of  the 
kingdom  of  Italy ;  he  had  issued  orders 
for  besieging  the  Fort  of  St.  Angelo,  as 
well  as  Ancoaa  and  Civit«i  Vecchia ;  and 
be  had  forced  the  Viceroy,  by  menacing 
bis  rear,  to  abandon  the  line  of  the  Adige, 
and  to  retire  behind  tbe  Mincio,  when  he 
was  informed,  by  a  dispa^^h  from  the 
Austrian  Cabinet,  that  it  had  not  been 
possible  to  ratify  the  Treaty  of  tbe  Itth 
of  January,  in  as  much  as  bis  excellency 
lord  Castlereagb,  af^r  examining  il,  bad, 
with  bis  own  band,  made  some  notes  and 
<hll«ratiom,  with  a  riew  of  giving  it  that 


form  in  which  England  could  find  nodif- 
ficolly  of  accepting  it»  so  that  if  his  Nea* 
politan  Majesty  accepted  the  Treaty  with 
the  modifications  made  in  ooncurretice 
with  England,  the  latter  Power  weald 
likewise  accept  it. 

The  accession  of  England  to  the  Treaty, 
thus  altered,  was  confirmed  by  a  note  of 
the  Austrian  plenipotentiary  of  the  lOtb 
of  February,  and  by  a  dispatch  from-  his 
excellency  lord  Castlereagb  to  lord  B»ir 
linck,  dated  Basle,  the  22d  of  January,  by 
which  the  former  desired  him,  in  consi- 
deration of  the  Treaty  of  Alliance  con- 
cluded between  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and 
of  Naples,  and  to  which  England  had 
agreed,  to  cease  houilities  against  the 
kingdom  of  Naples,  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain,  and  to  take  proper  measures  for 
^ng*g*Bg  the  Court  of  Sicily  to  pursue  the 
same  course.  Although  the  King  of 
Naples  could  not  fail  being  surprised  at 
this  unforeseen  and  unusual  incident,  he, 
nevertheless,  accepted  all  tbe  modifica- 
tions proposed  by  his  excellency  lord 
Castlereagh,  which  chiefly  respected  Eng- 
land relatively  to  her  engagements  with 
the  Court  of  Sicily ;  and  he  ratified  the 
Treaty,  in  the  confident  expectation  that 
England  would  accede  to  it  afterwards;  or 
his  Neapolitan  Majesty  might  have  di»- 
pensed  with  accepting  the  modifications 
proposed  by  the  English  minister,  id 
which  Austria  took  no  direct  interest. 
The  King,  therefore,  anticipating  Eng- 
land's accession  to  his  Treaty  with  Aus- 
tria, pursued  his  military  operations.  His 
Neapolitan  troops,  united  to  those  of 
Austria  and  England,  displayed  the  most 
brillisnt  valour  in  several  combats,  the 
details  of  which  are  too  well  known  to 
need  being  repeated  here.  It  is  suflBcient 
to  observe,  that  field-marshal  count  de 
Bellegarde  and  lord  William  Bentinck  ad- 
dressed, on  that  account,  congratulations  to 
the  King,  who  on  several  occasions  ex- 
posed his  own  person  for  the  cause  of  the 
Coalition. 

During  the  coursa  of  that  campaign, 
which  terminated  in  the  armistice  con- 
cluded between  the  V-iceroy  and  the  Allies 
in  Italy,  and  at  the  very  moment  that  the 
Neapolitan  army  was  oo  the  point  of 
storming  Placeatia,  after  having  reduced 
Modena,  Reggio,  Goastalla  and  Parma, 
his  Majesty  the  King  of  Naples  had  re- 
ceived from  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
Austria  a  letter,  written  with  his  own  hand, 
which  ratified  the  Treaty  of  the  llth  of 
January.    Bat  he  had  bessp  informed,  at 
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the  eome  time,  thtti  the  mcoeiiiQn  pro* 
mtsed  by  England  had  not  taken  place^ 
his   excellency  lord    Castlereagh   being 
deairovs  to  defer  the  sigqatore  of  a  defini* 
live  treaty   between  Great  Britain  and 
the  kingdom  of  Naple%  to  be  enabled  to 
lay  it  before  the  British  Parliament  along 
with  some  arrangement,  made  with  the 
King  of  Sicily.     His  excellency,  how- 
ever^  had  the  goodness  to  declare,  Terbally« 
to  the  Neapolitan  plenipotentiary  accre* 
dited  to  the  Coalesced  Powers,  that,  if  the 
BritisK  GoTormnent  could  not,  from  senti- 
ments of  delicacy  towards  the  Sicilian 
Court,  proceed  at  present  to  the  conclu- 
sion of  a  treaty  with  the  King  of  Naples, 
his  Neapolitan  Majesty  might  repose  suf- 
ficient confidence  in  the  honour  of  Eng- 
land, and  in  the  word  of  an  English  mi- 
nister, 10  entertain  no  doubt  but  that  the 
British  Government  would  be  anxious  to 
conclude  the  Treaty  as  soon  as  it  should 
be  able  so  to  do,  without  prejudice  to  the 
engagements  contracted  With  the  Court  of 
Sicily.     His  excellency  lord  Castlereegh 
added,  that  the  British  minister  had  not 
hestitated  to  concliide  an  armistice  with 
the  King  of  Naples,  as  he  was  furnished 
with  powers  to  that  efiect ;  that  the  Eng- 
lish Government  had  given  its  consent  to 
the  engagements  contracted  by  Austria 
with  his  Neapolitan  Majesty,  and  that  it 
bad  even  made  strong  representations  to 
obtain  firom  King  Ferdinand  of  Sicily,  the 
renunciation    of   his   pretensions   to  the 
kingdom  of  Naples;  but  that  if  he  de- 
clined either  to  renounce  it,  or  to  accept 
of  any  compensation,  his  Neapolitan  Ma- 
jesty did  not,  on  that  account,  fear  any 
thing  from   England^— that  power  con- 
tenting itself  with  having  used  its  utmost 
exertions  to  procure  for  the  Court  of  Sicily 
a  compensation.    Finally,  his  excellency 
observed,  that  the  King  of  Naples  might 
be  assured,  that,  if  the  British  Government 
had  not  consented  to  recognize  the  dy- 
nasty now  reigning  in  Naples,  it  v/onid 
have  either  opposed  the  engagements  en- 
tered into  by  Austria  with  the  King,  or 
would    at    least  have    protested    against 
them ;    but  that,  on  the  contrary,  having 
been  called  upon  bythe  Allies,  to  declare, 
whether  it  concurred  in  the  alliance  with 
his  Neapolitan  Majesty,  the  English  Go- 
vernment had  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

To  give  to  these  verbal  declarations  more 
force  and  authority,  and  not  to  leave  the 
King  of  Naples  without  a  formal  security, 
as  to  the  dispositions  of  the  British  Go- 
vernment with  regard  to  him,  his  excel- 
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lency  lord  Castiereagh  transmitted,  through 
the  medium  of  lord  Bentinck,  to  his  Nea^/ 
politan  Majesty's  minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  an  official  note,  dated  the  ]  st  of 
April  1814,  in  which  he  declared,  that 
the  British  Government  assured  to  the 
King  of  Naples,  its  adherence  to  the 
Treaty  concluded  between  him  and  Aus- 
tria ;  that  it  consented  to  the  augmenta- 
tion of  territory  promised  him  by  way  of 
indemnity ;  and  that,  if  the  British  Go- 
vernment did  not  immediately  sign  a 
special  treaty  with  h is  >  Neapolitan  Ma« 
jesty,  it  was  to  be  attributed  solely  to  the 
sentiments  of  delicacy  which  obliged  it  to 
conduct  this  negociation  simultaneously 
with  that  of  an  indemnity  for  King  Fer- 
dinand of  Sicily. 

His  excellency  lord  Castiereagh,  more- 
over, in  a  dispatch  addressed  to  lord  Wil- 
liam Bentinck,  and  dated  at  Dijon  the  3d 
of  April,  charged  that  minister  to  dis- 
avow, in  the  name  of  the  British  Govern*- 
ment,  a  proclamation  issued  by  the  Court 
of  Sicily,  announcing  its  pretensions  to  the 
kingdom  of  Naples,  and  circulated  by  the 
Sicilian  troops  which  had  landed  at  Leg^ 
horn  ;  and  declared  also,  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  English  Government  to 
negociate  at  one  and  the  same  time,  the 
Treaty  with  the  King  of  Naples,  and  an 
arrangement  of  indemnit}'  for  King  Fer- 
dinand of  Sicily ;  but  that,  if  the  Siciliaa 
Government  showed  any  disposition  of 
opposing  its  views,  the  British  Govern- 
ment, having  framed  its  armistice  upon 
the  principles  of  the  Treaty  concfuded 
between  the  Courts  of  Naples  and  oC 
Vienna,  would  deem  itself  absolved  from 
every  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  Court 
of  Sicily,'  and  would  even  judge  iuelf 
compelled  immediately  to  form  a  Treaty 
with  the  King  of  Naples.  Thai  intima- 
tion, however,  did  not  produce  the  effect 
which  the  British  Government  had  reason 
to  expect,  because  the  Sicilian  Court  has 
constantly  opposed  its  views,  in  the 
strongest  manner,  and  has  even  formally 
protested  against  any  proposal  of  indem- 
nity ;  so  that  the  supposition  in  lord  Cas- 
tlereagh's  dispatch  has  been  realised  by 
the  event.  — His  Majesty  the  King  of 
Naples  was  also  warranted  in  considering, 
as  a  proof  of  England's  adherepce  to  his 
Treaty  of  the  1  Ith  of  January  with  Austria, 
the  invitation  which  he  received,  through 
the  agency  of  the  Cabinet  of  Vienna,  of 
acceding  to  the  alliance  concluded  the  Ist 
of  March  at  Chaomont,  between  the  four 
'principal  Coalesced  Powers. 

(I) 
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Betideti  the  14tb  article  of  tbat  Act, 
parporiing*  that  the  Treaties  cojiclnded 
between  the  foor  contracting  Powen«thail 
not  affect  tbe  engagemenu  into  which 
they  might  have  entered  with  other  states, 
or  prevent  them  from  contracting  fresh 
ones  with  other  Powers,  in  order  to  the 
attainment  of  tbe  same  beneficial  object, 
it  is  very  clear  that  the  Treaty  of  the  1 1th 
of  Janoary»  existing  between  the  Courts 
of  Naples  and  of  A^jenna,  which  was  well 
Icnown  on  the  1  st  of  March,  having  been 
etipolated  with  the  consent-  of  the  three 
other  Coalesced  Powern,  and  particularly 
of  England,  comes  within  the  guarantee 
contained  in  the  article  above  mentioned* 
•  la  fact  the  Allied  Powers  have  never 
called  in  question  the  validity  of  the  en* 
gagements  into  which  A oatria  entered  with 
•the  King  of  Naples ;  and  it  is  well  known, 
that,  when  the  French  plenipotentiary,  at 
the  conferences  at  Chatillon,  presented  a 
emure-profet  to  the  ultimatum  of  the 
Allies,  by  which  France  attempted  to  dis- 
pose of  almost  the  whole,  of  Italy,  tbe 
-plenipotentiaries  of  the  Coalesced  Powers 
replied  to  him,  that  France  had  no  right 
to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  Italy,  whose 
•fate  was  already  fixed,  according  to  the 
agreements  and  engagements  entered  into 
:by  the  Coalesced  Powers. 

Considering  these  stipulations,  and  these 
eolemn  promi<ea,  it  would  be  injurious  (o 
tbe  noble  and  generous  character  of  his 
royal  hIghDess  the  Prince  Regent  of  Eng- 
land, and  to  the  honour  of  his  mioisters 
and  of  tbe  English  nation^  to  suppose  that 
ih^* dispositions  of  the  British  Government 
towards  the  King  ot  Naples  could  be  al- 
tered, without  any  provocation  on  the  part 
of  tbe  Neapolitan  Government,  and  for 
the  sole  Teason,  that  the  object  which 
made  the  alliance  of  the  King  of  Naples 
desirable  had  been  attained. 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  Naples  has 
been  very  useful  to  the  Coalition  in  ge* 
neral,  in  detaching,  himself  from  France  at 
tbe  moment  when  he  might  Jiave  united 
liis  troops  with  those  of  the  French  army 
in  Italy,  and  might  have  acted  oppn  the 
Ifear  of  th«  Allied  army*  He  has  been  so 
by  tbe  direct  operations  which  have  in- 
sured all  Italy,  to  the  Coalition.  And  he 
has  proved  still  more. useful  to  England, 
having  enabled .  her,  by  his  state  of  al- 
liance towards  her,  to  ^spose  of  her  troops 
in  Sicily,  and  to  employ  them  beneficially 
in  the  expedition  to  Genoa*  and  even  in 
America;  neither  has  that- all  it)  nee  co.«i 
her  the  smaUnst  subsidy^  his  Neap«iiiair 


Majesty  having,  with  bis  own  means, 
reduced  all  tbe  countries  of  Southern  Italy, 
which  be  afterwards  restored  to  their 
former  sovereigns,  preserving  only  a  small 
portion  of  territory  conquered  from  the 
late  kingdom  of  Italy,  which  portion  was 
designed  by  the  Allies  themselves,  to  form 
the  indemnity  stipnlated  in«  favour  of  his 
Crown,  by  tbe  Treaty  of  the  11  th  of,  last 
Januarjfu 

On  tbe  other  hand,  what  ally  more  safe, 
more  useful,  and  rooi'e  sincerely  attached 
can  England  have,  than  King  Joachim, 
whether  from  gratitude  and  his  political 
system,  or  from  the  commfircial  advan-- 
tages  which  he  offers  to  the  English  na- 
tion ?— It  is  very  evident,  that  a  sovereign  of 
the  family  of  the  Bourbons  on  the  throne 
of'  Naples,  cannot  suit  England  in  any 
point  of  view»  The .  British  Government 
ought  not. to  forget,  that  in  1762  it  waa 
obliged  to  send  a  squadron  to  Naples  to 
prevent  King 'Charles  a,  from  acceding 
to  tbe  Family  Compact,  which  would  be 
renewed,  by  the  fact  of  the  kingdom  of 
Naples  passing  under  the  dominion  of  tbe 
Bourbons.  Never  ought  England  to  for- 
get tbe  recent  conduct  of  the  Court  of 
Sicily  towards  the  Biitish  Government 
and  nation,  when  compared  with  the  pro* 
tection,  the  particular  favour,  and  the 
marked  attention  which  English  commerce 
and  English  snbjects  enjoy  in  tbe  king* 
dom  of  Naples,  and  the  lacilities  of  every 
kind,  which  the  troops  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  stationed  in  the  Ionian  Islands, 
daily  receive  from  tbe  friendship  of  the 
Neapolitan  Government. 

Thus  the  laws  of  honour  and  the  trae 
interests  of  Great  Britain  concur  to  de* 
monstrate  both  tbe  doty  and  the  utility  of 
an  intimate  union  between  her  and  his 
Neapolitan  Majesty. 

In  reference  to  these  considerations,  the 
undersigned  ministers  plenipotenttariea  of 
his.  Majesty  the  King  of  Naples  request 
his  excellency  lord  Castlereagh,  Secre^ry 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  of  his  Britannic 
Miyesty,  to  be  pleased  to  proceed  to  tbe 
speedy  conclusion  of  a  definitive  Treaty 
of  Peace  between  the  two  Crowns,  capable 
of  fixing  for  ever,  their  political  relationa 
and  their  commercial  interests ;  so  much 
the  rather,  as  England  has  never,  by  any 
act,  guaranteed  the  kingdom  of  Naples  to 
King  Ferdinand,  while  she  has  effectually 
done  so  with  regard  to  King  Joachim,  by 
her  adhesion  to  the  Treaty  of  the  1 1th  of 
January,  subsisting  between  the  Courts  of 
Naples  and  of  Vienna. 
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Hit  N«tpoliton  Majctly  flatten  bimMlf  | 
alio,  that  the  Bfitiih  GofcrttOMOt,  ani- 
mated  with  the  aoble  and  generoei  desire 
of  estiBgeishBOg  every  ipark  of  dttsention 
io  Europe,  will  be  pleated,  in  iu  witdom, 
to  devtie  aone  plaa  for  bringing  about  an 
aeooniniodatioa  between  the  Coaru  of 
Napiet  and  Sicily,  hii  Neapolitan  Majesty 
being  prepared  to  eoneur  in  any  means 
that  may  be  proposed  for  procuring  to 
the  Coort  of  Sicily  a  sellable  indemnity 
out  of  those  stalely  which  being  profl^ 
sionally  occopied,  and  neither  apportioned 
nor  promiseo  by  any  treaty,  are  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Congrem,  and  applicable 
to  the  arrangements  intended  with  a  view 
to  the  completion  of  the  pacification  of 
Sorope. 

The  ondersigned  have  the  the  hononr 
to  inform  his  ezcelleiwy  lord  Castlereagh, 
that  they  have  addressed  the  duplicate  of 
the  present  note  to  his  highness  the  Prince 
of  JMettemich,  Minister  of  State  for  Con- 
ferences and  Foreign  Affiiirs  of  his  Majesty 
the  Emperor  of  Austria,  to  enable  him  to 
uke  sQch  direct  steps  as  are  In  conformity 
with  the  second  secret  article  bf  the  Treaty 
of  the  II  th  of  Jannary  1814.  Tbey  avail 
themselves,  &c« 

The  Dnhe  de  Campocbiaio. 

The  Prince  de  CAaiAti. 

No.    II.— Dispatch   from  Lord  Willism 
Bentinck,  to^ViscoaQt  Castlereagh. 

Fiortnoe,  Jamary  7, 1 8 1 5. 

My  lord  ;  I  have  the  honoor  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  your  lordship's 
dispatch,  dated  December  10, 1814*  inclos- 
ing a  confidential  paper  of  the  duke  of 
Cam  pocbiaro,  with  the  remarksof  a  general 
officer  thereupon,  and  requiring  from  me 
such  comments  as  might  assist  the  British 
Government  in  justly  appreciating  Murat's 
conduct  through  the  period  of  the  late 
campaign.*— The  messenger,  owing  to  de- 
teniion  at  Genoa,  and  fool  winds,,  did  not 
reach  me  till  the 

It  is  very  difficult  for  me  to  answer  as  I 
could  wish  to  your  lordship's  commands, 
because  all  the  papers  relating  to  my 
negociations  with  Murat,  and  to  the  late 
campaign,  are  in  England.  The  oppor- 
tunities I  bad  of  closely  observing  the 
whole  of  Murat*s  copduct,  from  the  period 
of  his  return  from  Leipiic  to  the  end  of 
the  war,  enabled  me  to  form,  as  I  think,  a 
tolerably  clear  conception  of  his  cha- 
racter, his  policy,  and  |iis  good  faith.  I 
can  state  at  once,  and  without  hesitation, 
that  his  views  and  principles  were  totally 


at  variance  with  those  upon  which  he 
offered  himself,  and  was  accepted  as  the 
allr  of  the  Coalesced  Powers; — that  he 
did  not  perform  his  engagements;  and 
that,  on  the  contrary,  his  conduct, although 
neirtrai  and  negative  in  its  general  cha* 
racter,  was  in  its  result  much  more  bene* 
fictal  to  the  enemy  than  to  the  common 


There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  all  the  ad- 
vantages, contemplated  in  the  alliance 
with  Mnrat,  by  Austria  and  the  Allies, 
would  have  been  realised,  if  he  bad  em* 
barked  honestly  and  cordially  in  the  cause 
^•but  his  policy  was  to  save  his  crown, 
and  to  do  this,  he  must  always  be  on  the 
side  of  the  conqueror«»his  first  agents 
were  sent  to  me  directly  after  his  retorn 
from  Leipsic.  He  then  thought  Napoleon's 
fortnne  deyerate— his  language  was  plain 
and  sincere««he  said,  *'Gife  me  an  armis- 
tice, and  1  will  march  with  the  whole  of 
the  army  against  the  French— -give  me  the 
friendship  of  England,  and  I  care  not  for 
Austria  or  the  rest  of  tliv  world.^' 

Subsequently,  when  Austria  came  to 
seek  bis  alliance,  he  naturally  discovered 
both  his  own  importance  and  the  uncertain 
issue  of  the  contest.  He  then  began  to 
entertain  views  of  aggrandisement,  .and 
by  posseuing  himself  of  the  whole  of  the 
Sooth  of  Italy,  be  seemed  to  think  he 
could  render  himself  independent,  what- 
erer  might  be  the  event  of  the  war. 

It  may  be  necessary  here  to  say  a  word 
of  the  counsels  by  which  he  was  sur- 
rounded. Your  lordship  already  knows^ 
that  the  courage  of  this  officer  in  the  field 
is  no  less  remarkabl)  than  bis  indecision 
and  uncert&inty  in  the  cabinet.  This 
disposition,  most  unfortunately  for  him, 
was  actively  worked  upon  by  two  con- 
tending parties  in  his  coort  and  army,  the 
one  French  and  the  other  Neapolitan. 
— Morftt's  attachment  was  to  France— in 
all  his  abuse  of  Buonapan4  there  was  an 
evident  feeling  of  fear  and  respect  for  him 
—He  coveted  above  all  the  good  opinion 
of  the  French  army.  His  French  advisers 
played  upon  these  feelings,  always  mag- 
nified the  successes  of  ihe  French  arm^ 
and  endeavoured  to  keep  him  in  his  al« 
liance  to  their  country.  He  was  besides 
most  anxious  not  lO  lose  his  French  officers, 
who,  he  knew,  would  not  stay  with  him 
from  the  moment  his  conduct  assumed  a 
decided  aspect.  The  Neapolitans,  coun- 
sellors, army  and  nation,  were  all  against 
France,  and  were  extremely  desirous  thai 
Murat  should  join  heartily  in  the  cause* 
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His  most  attached  friepds  rc^relted  bis  in* 
decision.  Living  as  much  with  them  as  I 
did— declaring  always  my  sentiments  with 
frankness^-never  concealing  my  regret  at 
the  necessity  of  the  alliance,  hot  being 
once  made,  professing,  what  I  always  felt, 
a  sincere  desire  that  it  might  be  pro- 
dxicti?e  of  all  the  advantages  to  both 
parties  which  -it  stipulated,  they  seemed 
to  consider  me  as  their  friend.  They  ex- 
cused their  master  as  weH  as  they  could, 
on  the  score  of  his  old  attachments  and 
connexions,  from  which  it  was  difficult  for 
him  to  separate.  They  expressed  their 
hope  that  1  might  succeed  in  determining 
his  conduct  Both  of  these  parties  agreed 
in  one  sentiment,  in  that  of  Italian  inde- 
pendence, and  in  the  aggrandizement  of 
their  chief* — I  have  sometimes  thought, 
when  willing  to  see  his  conduct  in  the  most 
iavourable  point  of  view,  that  he  himself 
never  knew  on  which  side  he  was. 

One  of  the  conditions  of  the  armistice 
made  by  me  at  Naples,  stipulated,  that  a 
plan  xof  operations  should  be  arranged 
between  the  three  Allied  corps.  In  pur- 
anabce  of  this  object,  count  Niepperg  pre* 
■ented  to  me  a  profet  de  campagne,  by  which 
it  was  proposed  that  the  Anglo-Sicilian 
troops  should  land  at  Leghorn,  and  operate 
in  the  Hiviere  de'  Gines,  drawing  its  sob- 
aistence  from  Tuscany.  The  Neapolitans 
were  to  act  on  the  right,  and  the  Aostrians 
on  the  left  bank  6f  the  Po,  each  maintain* 
ing  itself  in  the  countries  they  respectively 
occupied.  I  immediately  agreed  to  it, 
and  dispatched  lieutenant-colonel  Cati* 
nelli,  in  company  with  count  Niepperg, 
to  arrange  deSnitively  the  plan,  in  co- 
operation with  marshal  Bellegarde  and 
Murat  I  returned  to  Sicily,  and,  in  order 
to  avoid  all  loss  of  time,  I  ordered  the 
troops  to  proceed  directly 'to  Leghorn,  and 
I  appointed  lieutenant-colonel  Catinelli  to 
meet  me  at  Naples,  from  whence,  upon  my 
return  from  Palermo,  I  proceeded  by  land 
to  Leghorn* 

The  Neapolitan  aripy  had  in  the  mean 
time  occupied  the  Roman  and  Tuscan 
states.  Having  followed  the  steps  of  this 
army,  my  own  observations  entirely  con- 
firm all  that  has  been  said  in  the  ''  Paper 
of  Remarks''  upon  the  subject  of  these 
Arst  military  operations  of  the  Neapolitan 
army,  and  upon  the  misapplication  of  the 
term  '*  Conquesi,"  which  has  been  so 
triumphantly  used  upon  this  occasion. 
The  truth  is,  that  every  where  there  was 
an  apparent  concert  between  the  French 
and  Neapolitan  authorities ;  there  was  no 


act  of  hoBtility  on  either  side.  The  French 
g^risonswere  allowed  quietly  to  evacuate 
all   the  fortresses,  and  to  reinforce  the 
Viceroy  in  the  north  of  Italy.    Nobody- 
believed   that    Murat  was    at  war  with 
France.    Murat  could  not  do  a  better  ser- 
vice  to  Napoleon,  than  by  securing  the 
quiet  re-union  of  his  scattered  troops  with 
the  main  army ;— than  by  taking  to  him- 
self,  and  froni  the  Allied  cause,  the  benefit 
of  all  th^  resources  of  the  South  of  Italy ; 
-^tban  by  weakening,  by  one  half,  the 
force  he  stipulated  to  bring  into  the  field, 
upon  the  pretended  necessity  of  occupying 
these  conquered  countries ;  nor  is  the  oc- 
cupation less  worthy  of  remark.     Here  in- 
deed the  manner  of  a  conqueror  was  as* 
sumed.    The  countries  were  occupied,  aa 
it  were,  in  permanent  possession.     No  al- 
lusion was  made  to  the  ancient  sovereigns. 
The    Neapolitan    agents  in  the    Roman 
states  discouraged  the  idea  df  the  Pope's 
return,  and  the  principle  of  national  union 
and  independence  was  universally  pro- 
ciaimedj     I  will  endeavour  to  collect  all 
the  papers  and  proclamations  circulated 
by  the  Neapolitan  authorities.     I  write 
from  a  recollection  of  the  impression  at 
the  time,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  I  am 
wrong.    I  also  concur  in  the  correctnesi; 
of  the    "  Paper  of  Remarks,"  upon  the 
subsequent  operations  of  Murat,  as  detailed 
in  his  comments  upon  the  I5tb,  16ih,  and 
1 7th  Articles.     I  passed  near  ten  days 
with  the  Austrian  and  Neapolitan  corps, 
under  the  orders  of  Murat,    All  the  oifi* 
cers  agreed  in  the  same  statement.    No* 
thing  could  be  better  than  the  spirit  of  the 
Neapolitan  troops ; .  I  remember  to  have 
heard,  and  I  believe  the  fact,  though  I 
have  no  proof  of  it,  that  so  strons  was  the 
feeling  that  the  corps  of  genera]  Nugent,  in 
the  a&ir  of  Parma,  had  been  sacrificed, 
that  a  representation  in  writing,  signed  by 
several  Neapolitan  general  officers,  was 
made  to  Murat  upon  the  subject  of  this 
Slain  upon  their  military  characters.     Ge- 
neral Nugent,  if  at  Vienna,  can  probably 
give  positive  information  upon  this  point* 
I  now  come  to  the  18th  Article,  which 
has  immediate  reference  to  my  own  con- 
duct, and  to  the  operations  of  the  Anglo- 
Sicilian  force;  and  I  must  take  the  liberty 
of  going  into  some  detail,  to  expose  the 
pretexts  which   are  assumed  from  it,  to 
excuse  Murat's  inactivity.^ 

1  have  already  said,  that  count  Niepperg 
proposed  to  me  a  plan  of  operations,  to 
which  I  agreed,  and  which  being  the  only 
one  that  was  at  all  practicable,  I  imme- 
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dialely  proceeded  to  gxeaHi.  I  kavo  alio 
iaid,  ttiat  cenat  Ni€pperg»withlioiileiMaU 
eokoel  Cfttinelli,  went  to  the  head^qiiav* 
ten  of  mmrtbal  Bcllegardo  and  Mortt,  to 
obtain  tboir  coocorreace  to  it.  llioypro* 
ceeded  firsl  to  Bologna,  tke  Keapolitan 
bead*qoartert— Morat  was  tmwell.  Ht 
•aw  eoont  Niepperg,  but  ffoold  not  mo 
lieatonant»€oloael  CatinolH;  this  laitar 
officer  waited  in  Tain  for  two  days  for  chit 
bottoar;  and  not  liking  to  lote  any  more 
lim^  h&  proceeded  to  Verona,  the  bead* 
qoartert  of  marshal  Bellegarde,  where  he 
was  soon  after  joined  by  eoont  Niepperg. ' 
The  Coont  tuted  that  be  bad  not  shown 
the  profei  dM  coMp^iK  to  Murat,  and  as 
well  as  I  recollect,  the  reason  he  atsigned, 
was,  that  finding  Marat  in  an  ill  humoor, 
he  feared  that  the  proposal  to  take  from 
bim  any  part  of  Tuscany  would  make  him 
less  actively  disposed*  Count  Bellegarde's 
answer,  at  well  as  I  recollect^  approved 
the  operation  upon  Genoa^  but  was  alto- 
gether silent  on  the  question  of  Tuscany. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Catinelli,  upon  his 
return  from  Verona,  saw  Murat  at  Bologna, 
and  talked  the  whole  plan  over.  He  ob- 
jected to  giving  up  the  whole  of  Tuscany^ 
but  be  made  no  difficulty  of  giving  up 
Leghorn  with  an  wrtmdiunwmii;  and  added, 
that  when  I  arrived,  and  that  we  could 
treat  together^  he'  had  no  doobt  we  sboold 
be  agreed. 

I  arrived  at  Leghorn  two  or  three  days 
before  the  first  division  of  the  expedition. 
'  In  the  Article  19,  it  is  a  matter  of  com- 
plaint, that  the  expedition,  instead  of 
going  to  Genoa,  was  directed  to  Leghorn, 
contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  chiefs  of 
both  armies  (coont  Bellegarde  and  Murat): 
»— elsewhere  he  recommended  the  disem- 
barkation in  the  Golph  of  Speaia,  and 
makes  a  merit  of  the  offer  of  ten  pieces  of 
cannon  and  a  regiment  of  cavalry  to  act 
with  the  British  army  in  the  Riviera  di 
Genoa. 

These  affected  grounds  of  complaint 
were  made  with  the  perfect  knowledge 
that  there  were  only  transports  sufficient  for 
the  conveyance  of  one  half  the  expedition; 
that  at  Spezia  there  was  no  place  of  safety, 
where  the  first  division  could  have  waited 
the  arrival  of  the  second ;  that  there  were 
BO  means  there  of  either  feeding  pr  equip- 
ping the  army  ;  and  that  Leghorn  was  in 
every  point  of  view  the  only  point  of  dis- 
embarkatijon  and  assembly.  Iq  proportion 
as  Murat  was  really  backward,  it  was  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  make  every  display  of 
activity  and  co«bperation.    Of  this  nature 


wu  the  ofier  of  a  regiment  of  coTalry,  and 
of  a  battery  of  cannon,  to  act  in  a  country 
of  meiiBtains»  where  there  is  no  carriage 
road,  and  the  use  of  these  arms  is  totally 
impracticable.  Much  better,  I  may  re- 
mark, would  it  have  been,  if  these  troope 
had  been  with  the  main  army,  where  his 
doty  prescribed  that  every  efiort  in  his 
power  should  be  made. 

The  same  Article  complains  that  no 
plan  was  agreed  upon,  as  pointed  out  by 
the  Armistice.  I  trust  the  preceding  ex- 
planation has  fully  proved  that  the  omis* 
sion  \%  in  no  respect  imputable  to  me. 
With  the  same  view  of  display,  and  the 
same  disregard  of  fact,  it  is  said  that  a 
Neapolitan  general  officer  was  sent  to  roe 
with  a  proposal  of  conjoint  operations,  to 
which  I  returned  no  answer.:-^his  officer 
did  arrive,  and  the  day  ibllowing  I  pro- 
ceeded in  person  to  Murat's  head-quarters 
to  concert  our  future  movements.  When 
I  represented  to  him  /exclusively  of  the 
insuperable  objection  of  leaving  so  entirely 
exposed  our  point  of  embarkation  and  our 
line  of  communication)  the  great  incon- 
venience of  uniting  his  and  our  Neapolitan 
troops,  from  whence  nothing  but  discord 
and  mutal  complaint  could  arise,  be  at 
once  admitted  the  validity  of  the  remark. 
He  complains  also  of  the  publication  of  9 
proclamation  of  the  Court  of  Sicily,  issued 
upon  the  disembarkation  of  the  troops: 
the  proclamation  in  question  was  an  order 
of  the  day  issued  by  the  Hereditary  Prince 
in  Sicily  to  his  own  troops.  The  circula- 
tion of  it  in  Leghorn  was  done  without  my 
knowledge.  I  admitted  it  at  the  time  to 
be  wrong,  but  the  objection  1  had  already 
made  to  the  union  of  the  troops  of  the 
same  nation  in  each  service,  was  a  proof, 
that  any  project  of  seduction  on'  my  part 
was  totally  foreign  to  my  intentions ;  and 
after  this  explanation  I  think  the  fact 
ought  not  to  have  been  mentioned. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Doke  of  Csimpo- 
chiaro's  Paper  "  que  s'il  (Murat)  n'a  pa 
**  marcher  4  des  succ^s  plus  d^ci^sifs,  il 
'«  faut  I'attribuer;  1,  an  retard  inattenda 
*'  qo'ont  eprouv6  Ics  ratifications  de  son 
«*  Trait6  d^Alliance  avec  TAutriche  ;— 2, 
''  i  la  condoite  extraordinaire  de  Lord 
•*Bentinck."  , 

With  the  first  I  have  nothing  to  do. 
As  to  the  second,  which  refers  particularly 
to  my  demand  of  the  occupation  of 
Tuscany,  or  a  part  of  it  (ror  I  offered  to 
leave  the  extent  of  i^  to  be  decided  by  the 
Austrian  minister),  I  will  make  this  gene- 
ral reflectioOi  that  had  Murat  been  really 
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incere  and  downright,  his^nowledffe  thtt 
he  could  expect  no  mercy  from  Biiona> 
part6,  would  have  made  him  embrace^ 
with  eagerness,  any  offer  of  assistance, 
and  would  have  led  him  to  consider  no 
sacrifice  too  great,  to  obtain  the  British 
co-operation.  Upon  my  arrival  at  Reggio, 
however,  he  refuses  even  to  agree  to  the 
cession  of  Leghorn ,  which  he  had  offered 
to  lieutenant-colonel  Catinelli.  But  by 
way  of  display  he  proposes— First,  to  sub- 
mit the  question  to  your  lord  ship's,  deci- 
sion. The  immediate  security  and  supply 
of  the  army  was  the  question,  and  did  not 
admit  of  reference. — Secondly,  to  give  me 
the  military  command  of  Tuscany,  which 
he  administered.  ^  What  advantage  could 
I  possibly  derive  from  the  command  of 
troops  that  acknowledged  a  superior  au- 
thority, and  what  objection  was  there  not, 
Co  my  making  myself  a  party  to  his  civil 
administration  ?  Innumerable  were  the 
complaints  of  the  inhabitants.— Thirdly, 
.  lo  supply  the  British  army  with  provisions. 
Could  I,  with  prudence,  intrust  the  supply 
of  the  army  acting  in  the  mountains  of 
Genoa,  and  entirely  depending  upon  this 
source  for  its  subsistence,  to  the  will  of  a 
person  whose  bad  faith  was  so-notorious? 
Would  such  an  arrangement  have  been 
consistent  with  the  dignity  of  the  British 
Government,  or  according  with  the  usage 
of  all  the  Allied  Armies,  whose  conquests 
were  in  common  and  allotted  for  the  ge- 
neral good  ? 

I  certainly  did  hold  to  Murat  the  ian- 
goage  that  his  conduct,  so  unjustifiable 
and  faithless,  called  for.  But  I  made 
count  Bellegarde  the  arbiter  of  the  dif- 
ference ;  and  in  a  renewed  conference  at 
Bologna,  in  which  I  begged 'Sir  Robert 
Wilson  to  act  upon  my  part,  and  at  which 
the  Russian  general  Balacheff'  assisted, 
Murat  still  continuing  firm  in  his  refusal, 
I  consented,  in  compliance  with  general 
Bellegarde's  wish,  to  give  up  the  claim, 
and  expressed  .  ray  intention  immediately 
to  leave  Tuscany,  and  to  act  wherever  1 
could  with  the  greatest  advantage. 

Marshal  Bellegarde,  in  my^  conversa* 
tions  with  him,  expressed  his  strong  and 
full  conviction  of  Murat's  bad  faith  r^^-he 
admitted  the  entire  reasonableness  of  my 
demand — he  said,  that  the  best  thing  for 
the  Allies  would  be  the  return  of  Murat  to  ' 
Naples,  and  this  proposition  was  to  have 
been  made  to  him  by  count  Mier.  That 
the  Austrian  and  British  troops  together 
could  act  with  much  more  effect.  But 
be  feared  above  all  things  Morat'a  decla* 


ration  for  France^,  and  be  prsierred  any 
alternative  to  that.  I  wholly  disagreed 
with  marshal  Bellegarde.  I  believe  Marat 
would  have  3rieldea  to  our  jointly  deipided 
remonstrances ;— but  if  be  bad  nojt,  I 
thought  the  sooner  the  question  of  his 
ill  h\\h  was  settled  the  better.  He  did 
not  serve  us  as  a  friend  i  If  our  fortune 
turned,  be  would  cause  oar  soin  u  en 
enemy.  It  appeared  to  me,  that  the  qoci- 
tion  could  have  been  brought  to  an  issue 
without  any  injury  to  the  pending  opera- 
tions. 

But  whether  I  was  right  or  wrong,  the 
whole  of  this' negotiation  occupied  only 
about  ten  days^  in  which  time  there  was 
no  question  of  any  moment ;  and  it  is  clear 
that  my  extraordinary  conduct  could  in 
no  respect  affect  the  efficacy  or  decisive 
results  of  the  Neapolitan  co-operation. 
My  note  to  the  Duke  de  Gallo,  as  referred 
to  by  the  Duke  of  Campochiaro,  was 
presented  at  Bologna  upon  my  retnrn 
from  Verona,  in  consequence  of  its  being 
represented  by  Sir  Robert  Wilson,  that  a 
written  declaration  of  the  verbal  assur- 
ances given  by  your  lordship,  would  be 
satisfactory  to  Murat,  and  might  induce 
him  to  act.  As  well  as  I  recollect,  your 
lordship  bad  directed  this  communication, 
which  I  before  had  not  otfered,  because  I 
had  no  reason  to  suppose  that  Murat  re* 
quired  it.  I  accompanied  these  assurances 
with  a  review  df  the  conduct  he  had  pur- 
sued. I  did  so,  from  having  seen  that 
coaxing  had  no  influence  upon  him — in 
the  belief  that  if  he  was  only  wavering,  a 
decided  line  of  conduct  and  language  was 
the  most  likely  to  determine  him— and 
lastly,  with  the  object  of  then  establishing 
and  officially  according  the  reasons  upon 
which  the  Allies  might  punish  his  infi- 
delity. I  hoped  the  fear  of  it  might  recall 
him  to  his  duty. 

Y6ur  lordship,  further  asks,  what  was 
Murat's  conduct  subsequent  to  the  pre- 
sentation of  this  Note  ;  as  I  immediately 
embarked  for  the  Riviera  di  Genoa,  I  bad 
less  means  of  information ;  but  as  far  as  I 
have  heard,  I  have  no  reason  tp  believe 
it  underwent  any  change.  I  have  entirely 
omitted  all  mention  of  the  continued  com- 
munications, part  of  which  I  myself  wit- 
nessed, between  the  Viceroy  and  Murat. 
I  have,  &c.  •     W.  C.  Bemtinck. 

No.  12 Mr.  Vice    Consul    Walker  to 

Viscount  Castlereagh. 

Napktt  nth  March,  1815. 
My  lord  ^    On  the  departure  of  Mr« 
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Fagui  from  thit  cHy,  Um  charge  of  the 
coofobto  devolved  apoa  me  as  vice«coii* 
fttl»  to  which  office  I  had  the  honour  of 
beioff  nominated  prof  isionally  bv  lord  W. 
BenUock»  nntil  toe  plcaeare  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  was  known.  I  have 
therefore  the  hononr  of  informinff  ytmr 
lordshipi  that  in  consecjoence  of  die  im* 
portent  and  sorpriiinff  muiligenoe  of  the 
escape  of  Boooaparte  from  the  island  of 
Elba  on  the  Mih  olt.  with  twelve  or  four* 
teen  bondred  men,  in  fire  or  six  trans* 
ports  and  a  corvette,  with  provisions  for 
five  or  six  days,  as  is  reported  here,  an 
ezuaordinary  cabinet  cooncil  was  held 
yesterday;  and  I  received  a  note  lut 
night  from  theDoke  of  Gallo,  reqnesting 
very  particularly  to  see  me  this  morning. 

On  my  going  there,  he  told  me  that  he 
had  it  in  special  command  from  the  King 
to  inform  me  officially,  as  the  only  person 
in  any  public  situation  under  the  briiisb 
Government  here,  that  bis  Msjesty  had 
declared  to  the  cooncil,  in  the  strongest 
terms  possible,  bis  firm  and  most  decided 
resolution  to  cultivate  and  preserve  the 
friendship  of  Greit  Britain  both  politically 
and  commercially,  and  that  whatever 
events  may  result  from  this  unexpected 
occurrence,  biy  determii\Btion  to  attach 
himself,  by  every  means  in  bis  power,  to 
Ibe  interesu  of  Great  Britain,  was  unal- 
terable— his  expression  in  French  me- 
braiUable.  His  grace  requested  me  to 
transmit  ibis  information,  which  is  the 
substance  of  the  conference,  to  your  lord- 
ship, by  a  cabinet  courier,  which  he  sends 
off  to  London  this  morning. 

I  have  oroiiUd  to  say,  that  I  took  the 
liberty  of  explaining  to  the  Doke  rov 
being  persuaded. what  woold  be  the  King  s 
decisionj  but  that  I  was  happy  in  having 
it  announced  from  such,  high  authority. 
No  particulars  of  the  destination  of  Buo* 
napart^  seem  to  be  known  here;  and  even 
if  they  were,  your  lordship  will  naturally 
be  in  possession  of  them  long  before  you 
could  receive  them  frooi  me.  Being 
without  any  instructions,  I  have  been 
under  the  necessity  of  acting  according  to 
the  best  of  my  own  judgment ;  and  if  I 
have  erred,  it  has  not  been  from  inten- 
tion; but  I  should  be  extremely  happy 
to  be  favoured  with  directions  from  your 
lordship  for  my  better  regulation,  to  which 
I  shall  implicitly  conform.  The  courier 
waits  for  my  letter;  and  I  have  only  to 
assure  y our  Jordship,  that  whatever  events 
may  take  place  here,  interesting  to  the 
British  Government^  I  shall  omit  no  op- 


portunity of  oommunlcating  as.  early  as 
possible.    With  the  utmost  respect  I  am, 

&C.  RiCBARO   WaLKSR. 

No.  13d— Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  Vis- 
count Castlereagh  to  the  Doke  Wel- 
lington, dated  Foreign  Office,  March 
24,  1815. 

I  inclose  a  communication  received 
from  Mnrat  through  the  chevalier  Tocco, 
who  has  been  residing  here,  as  Mr.  Walker 
has  been  at  Nsples,  without  any  accre- 
dited character.  I  am  directed  by  the 
Prince  Regent  to  acquaint  your  grace, 
that  Mr.  Tocco  has  been  informed,  that 
no  answer  can  be  gircn  to  this  overture  in 
London,  and  that  the  decision  will  be 
taken  by  your  grace  (to  whom  the  propo- 
sition would  be  this  night  transmitted)  in 
concert  with  the  other  Powerjinow  assem- 
bled in  Congress.  I  have  the  honour  to 
forward  te  your  grace  a  Dispatch  from 
Mr.  Tocco  to  the  Duke  de  Campochiaro, 
by  which  he  transfers,  on  the  part  of  his 
court,  the  negociation  .on  the  subject  of 
this  Disp8t<;h  to  the  Duke. 

No.  14.«— Extract  of  a  Dispatch  from  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  to  Viscount  Cas- 
tlereagh, dated  Vienna,  February 
2:ilb,  1815. 

Accounts  have  been  received  from 
Italy  that  Murat  is  making  great  exertions 
to  reinforce  his  army  by  forced  levies  to 
the  Marche  d'Ancona;  and  that  be  is 
encouraging  the  independent  party  in 
Italy,  by  conferring  decorations  and  giv- 
ing employments  to  those  individuals  t>e-^ 
longing  to  it  who  have  come  into  the 
Neapolitan  dominions. 

I  inclose  a  note  which  the  Doc  de 
Campochiaro  presented  two  days  ago  to 
Prince  Metternich.  The  Due  de  Campo- 
chiaro at  the  same  time  informed  him, 
that  he  was  directed  to  ask  for  a  passage 
for  80)000  men  through  the  Austriaii  do- 
minions in  Italy,  who  should  pay  for  all 
they  consumed ;  and  he  communicated  to 
the  Prince  the  instructions  be  had  re- 
ceived, to  present  a  note  to  Prince  Talley- 
rand, and  in  which  he  was  ordered  to 
demand  from  the  Prince,  whether  Franco 
considered  the  King  of  Naples  as  an  ally 
of  Austria,  and  if  she  did,  whether  sho 
intended  to  maintain  the  relations  of  peace 
established  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  and  to 
acknowledge  his  M^^jesty  as  Ktpg  of 
Naples. 

The  receipt  of  the  inclbsed  note  by 
Prince  Metternich,  and  the  demand  for  a 
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passage  for  80^000  men,  bave  induced  the 
Austrian  cabinet  at  leogtb  to  take  mea- 
sttres  for  the  security  of  the  tranquillity  of 
Italy,  and  orders  have  been  issued  within 
these  two  days  for  the  march  of  a  body  of 
troops  towards  the  Italian  provinces,  which 
win  make  the  disposable  force  there 
amount  to  1 50«000  men  und6r  arms. 

Prince  Metternich  has  likewise  pre- 
sented a  note  to  Prince  Talleyrand,  and 
the  Doc  de  Campbohtaro,  in  which  be 
has  informed  them,  that  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jesty is  determined  to  tnaintain  the  trtn* 
quillity  of  Italy ;  and  to  consider  as  an 
enemy  any  power  that  shall  move  troops 
into  that  country. 

flnchsure  in  No.  l^J-^Translaiion, 

Note  from  the  Duke  of  Campochiaro  to 
Prince  MeUernich. 

• 

Vienna,  Jamuay  25,  181 5. 

By  the  first  Article  of  the  Treaty  ef 
Peace,  concluded  on  the  30th  May,  1SI4, 
at  Paris,  between  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and 
of  the  Thuilieries,  it  was  stipulated,  that 
there  should  be,  from  the  day  of  the  sig* 
nature  of  the  Treaty,  peace  and  amity 
between  his  Majesty  the  Eoiperor  of 
Austria  and  his  allies  on  the  one  part,  and 
his  Majesty  the  King  of  France  on  the 
other. 

His  Mijesty  the  King  of  Naples  belongs 
to  the  coalition  that  has  girett  peace  to 
France  and  being  the  ally  of  Austria  by 
▼irtoe  of  the  Treaty  of  AUiaote  of  the 
1 1  th  January  1814,  it  it  very  evident  that 
he  is  included  in  the  Peace  of  Paris^  in 
the  same  manner  as  his  Majesty  the  King 
of  Bavaria,  another  ally  of  Austria,  and 
those  sovereigns  allied  to  the  other 
Powers  that  have  signed  the  Treaty  of  the 
SOth  May,  are  also  included  in  it. 

There  might  be  produced  id  support  6f 
this  fact,  were  it  not  sufficiently  self-evi« 
dent,  the  Declaration  made  on  the  4th 
June,  1814,  by  his  Majesty  King  Louis 
the  18th,  to  the  Chamber  of  Depoties  of 
the  French  parliament,  stating  that  ho 
had  signed  with  the  four  principal  coa- 
lesced Powers,  a  peace  wherein  their 
allies  were  included;  that  is  to  say,  all 
the  princes  of  Christendom,  amongst 
whom  a  place  cannot  certainly  be  denied 
his  Neapolitan  Majesty. 

Accordingly,  the  minister  plenipoten* 
tiary  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Naples 
accredited  to  the  coalesced  Powers,  has- 
tened to  solicit  the  Court  of  France  to  re- 
cognise his  august  Sovereign,  in  con- 
'  formity  to  diplomatic  etiquette*    Bat  the 


prince  «le  Benevente,  &e«  &e.  gave  him 
to  understand,  that  not  having  official 
knowledge  of  the  existing  alltaooe  be- 
tween the  Courts  of  Naples  and  Yiemia, 
the  cabinet  of  the  ThuiUeries  could  not 
bring  itoelf  lo  consider  the  King  of  Naples 
as  included  in  the  Treaty  of  Paris  of  the 
SOth  of  May  1814.  In  coneequente  of 
this  observation,  and  on  the  demand 
of  the  Neapolitan  minister,  his  highness 
Prince  Metternich,  minister  of  state,  of 
conferences,  and  for  foreign  affairs  of  his 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  ebli- 
g^gly  made  an  official  communication,  foe 
the  object  before  stated,  of  the  TVeaty  of 
the  llth  of  January,  to  the  prince  of  Be« 
nevente.  Thoe  the  cabrnet  of  the  ThuiU 
lories  could  net,  without  mconsistency^ 
and  without  manifest  bad  faith,  still  delay 
formally  to  recognize  his  Neapolitan  Ma-* 
jesty,  after  having  been  convinced>  by 
the  official  communication  from  the  Aus- 
trian cabinet,  of  the  alliance  existing  be* 
tween  the  Courts  of  Naples  and  Vienna. 

Nevertheless,  the  French  minister  en- 
deavoul^d  to  protract  the  affair;  but  at 
last,  after  many  explanations,  which  took 
place  beHween  biaMelf  and  the  plenipoten* 
tiary  of  his  Neapolitan  Majesty,  tho 
prince  de  Benevente  represented  to  him, 
that  his  Most  Christian  Majesty^  closely 
united  to  the  royal  family  of  Sicily,  could 
not  decide  to  recognise  the  King  of  Na« 
pies,  before  the  conclusion  of  the  Con- 
gress; but  he  added,  that  in  the  mean 
time  France  would  consider  herself  at 
peace  with  the  King  of  Naples,  and  that, 
excepting  diplomatic  forms,  there  should 
be  betweeh  iSm  two  Powers  every  relation 
of  amity  and  commerce. 

In  fact,  the  Neapolitan  plenipotentiary 
havintf  addressed  sevieral  notes  to  the 
French  minister,  he  has  always  replied  to 
him  ofiicially,  treating  him  as  minister  of 
his  Majesty  the  King  of  Naples.  All  the 
Neapolitan  prisoners  who  were  in  France 
have  been  sent  back;  the  Neapolitan 
oonsolships  have  always  been  in  activity 
in  the  ports  of  France ;  ships  of  war  and 
merchantmen  have  been  reciprocally  ad«^ 
mittcd  in  the  ports  of  the  two  kingdoms  ; 
and  the  respective  flags  and  subjects  have . 
enjoyed  therein  all  the  favour  and  protec- 
tion of  both  Governments. 

All  these  circumstances  had  confirmed 
the  King  of  Naples  in  the  opinion,  that,  if 
his  Most  Christian  Majesty  deferred  to 
recognise  him,  this  delay  was  not  to  be 
attributed  to  evil  intentions,  but  only  to 
reasons   of  family   interests.    Thus  his 


Mespolitan  M«jefty«  while  ciiUivttiii|  the 
good  relations  etublisKied  between  his 
iUiea  and  Franca^  awaited,  from  the  re« 
gular  coorae  of  negocialioo,  hia  formal  re» 
cognitioa  on  the  pari  of  bia  Most  ChrtUiaa 
JM^esiy.  Btti  the  negociaiiona  cmanat- 
ing  from  the  nnioa  of  the  General  Con- 
gress of  the  Powers  of  Europe  at  Vienna^ 
nate  made  Jcnown  to  the  nndersigned  mi- 
nisters plenipotentiary  of  bis  Majesty  the 
King  of  Naples*  that  the  dispositions  of 
franco  are  not  such  as  the  King  bdd  a 
right  to  expect  from  a  friendly  power, 
mnd  from  a  sovereign  whom  he  has  con- 
tributed by  all  bia  means  to  place  on  bis 
throne. 

In  this  slate  of  affairs,  his  Majeaty  the 
King  of  Naples  addresses  bimself  with 
confidence  to  bis  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
Austria^  bis  aognst  and  powerful  ally,  in 
prder  that  be  may  kindly  exert  all  his  in* 
flaence  to  engage  the  CJoort  of  Prance,  to 
respect  the  engasement  it  has  made,  by 
the  1st  Article  of  the  Treaty  «f  Parii,  to 
be  at  peace  with  all  the  allies  of  Austria, 
and  consequently  with  the  Court  of  Na* 
pies.  His  Majesty  the  King  of  Nsples 
believes  be  may  so  much  the  more  rely 
on  the  good^oflBces  t>f  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jesty, as  the  object  for  which  be  calls  for 
Uienii  is  only  a  consaqoence  of  the  loth 
Article  of  the  Treaty  of  the  I  Itb  of  Ja- 
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No.  15— Ektract  of  a  Dispatch  from  the 
Duke  of  Wellington  to  Viscount  Cas* 
tiereagh. 


nuary,  stipulating,  that  neither  peace  nor 
truce  shall  be  concluded  on  either  side, 
mthottt  reciprocally  including  in  it  both 
parties. 

His  Neapolitan  Majesty  flatters  himself 
that  bis  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria 
will  perform  this  part  with  so  much  the 
ipore  solicitude,  as  it  must  be  foreseen 
that  if  Franca  be  sufiered  to  commit  so  re- 
volting an  infraction  of  the  Treaty  of 
I^aris,  by  acting  in  a  hostile  manner 
against  ah  ally  of  Austria,  without  the 
least  provocation,  she  will  not  be  more 
scrupulous  in  respecting  the  other  stipula- 
tions of  the  Treaty. 

The  undersigned  request  his  highneu 
Prince  Metternich  will  have  the  |;<Mdness 
to  invite  the  attention  of  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  Austria,  and  of  bis  august 
Allies,  to  the  subject  of  this  note,  and 
then  to  acquaint  the  undersigned  with  the 
resolt  of  the  steps  which  the  Cabinet  of 
Vienna  may  have  taken  towards  the 
French  Government,  and  the  other  Powers 
who  have  signed  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  with 
respect  to  the  object  above  mentioned^ 

DURK  or  CAllPOCBIiaK>. 

PaiMCB  OF  Caiuati. 
(VOL.  XXXL) 


Vienna,  Munk  Q5ik,  I8I5<    ' 

The  Duke  de  Campocbiaro  called  opart 
me  some  days  ago,  in  company  wttb  the 
Brince  Cariati,  and  informed  me,  that  as 
soon  as  Murat  had  heard,  at  Naples,  oi» 
the  5th  instant,  of  the  departure  of  Boo^ 
Bapart6  from  the  island  of  Elba,  he  had 
called  together  his  council,  and  had  la^ 
formed  them* of  his  determination  to  ad- 
here to  his  alliance  with  the  Emperor  of 
Austria;  and  had  directed  him  (the 
Duke-  de  Caropocbiaro)  to  inform  the 
Austrian  minuters,  and  the  plenipoten* 
tiaries  of  the  Allies  collected  at  Vienna, 
'of  this  determination.  He'  made  the  sanm' 
verbal  communication  to  Prince  Metter- 
nich* Prince  Talleyrand,  and  all  the  other' 
ministers. 

In  three  days  afterwards,  on  tHe  2Sd^ 
Prince  Metttrnich  received  f/om  Naples 
reports  that  the  whole  of  the  Neapolitan 
army  was  in  movement  towardii  the  fron- 
tier ;  that  Murat's  horses  and  field  f  ^hi- 
pages  had  been  sent  to  Ancona,  and  that' 
he  was  himself  to  follow  immediately,  and 
to  establish  hishead-:qusrtersat  that  place. 
He  had  not  moved^-  however^  as  late  as 
the  13th. 

It  appears,  that  for  some  days  after  the 
5th.  he  had  manifested  a  good  deal  of. 
interest  in  what  was  passiuK  in  France, > 
and   was    much  agitated.     He  had   hadi 
frequent  interviews  with  certain  Frenlb 
officers  established  at  Naples,   and  had' 
dispatched  several  of  them  into  France  ; 
and   he  had  given  very  unsatisfactory  an* 
swers  to  the  Austrian    minister.    Count 
Mier,  both  in  regard  to  the  line  he  in-, 
tended  to  pursue  in  the  contest  likely  to 
take  place  in  France,  and  in  regard  to  the 
object  of  the  movement  of  bis  troops  to 
the  frontiers. 

By  the  same  occasion,  accounts  were 
received  from  Rome,  from  which  it  isp- 
peared  that  he  bad  given  notice  to  Lucien 
Boonapart6  of  hts  intewion  to  enter  tbo 
Papal  states,  and  to  move  one  column 
upon  Rome ;  and  that  Lucien,  thinking 
the  measure  was  in  the  progress  of  ezecu*^ 
tion,  had  informed  the  Pope  of  it. 

It  is  imaginedtbatthefeilofBOf^Buo 
napart4  at  Antibes,  of  which  accounts  had , 
beeni'  received  -at  Naples  had  induced 
Murat  to  stop  the  march  of  his  troops, 
and  to  delay  his  own  departure  from 
Naples ;  but  tbat^  tha  plan  will  liara  been 
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resumed,  and  carried  into  execntion,  as 
soon  as  the  accounts  will  have  been  re- 
ceived of  the  first  successes  of  Baonapart^. 

These  accounts  of  the  conduct  of  Murat» 
coupled  with  the  proofs  transmitted  to  me 
by  your  lordship  in  your  dispatch  of  the 
*12th  inst.  of  Marat's  treachery  in  the  last 
war,  appear  to  have  convinced  the  Powers 
assembled  here  of  the  absolute  necessity 
of  attacking  him  forthwith. 

According  to  the  latest  accounts  the  whole 
of  Italy  was  quiet,  and  apparently  the  ex- 
pedition of  Buonaparte  into  France  had  oc- 
casioned a  good  deal  of  disgust  and  terror. 
I  entertain  no  doubt  thai  Murat  will  move 
Ibrward  as  soon  as  he  shall  bear  of  Buo- 
naparte's success;  and  if  he  should  find 
Ibat  the  Austrians  do  not  tamely  submit 
to  his  encroachments,  he  wiU  probablv 
proclaim  himself  King  of  Italy,  and  will 
•ndeavour  to  roTolutionize  the  country. 

No.  16.— The  Duke  of  Wellington  to  Vis- 
count Castlereagh. 

Vtama,  28M  March,  1815. 

My  lord ;  I  inclose  the  copy  of  a  Note 
from  Prince  Metteraich,  in  which  he  has 
inclosed  a  letter,  from  marshal  3ellegarde 
of  the  20ih  of  March ;  and  one  from  lord 
William  Bentinck  to  marshal  Bellegarde 
of  the  21st,  containing  the  opinion  of  his 
lordship,  that  any  attack  by  marshal 
IMurat  would  put  an  end  to  the  armistice 
existing  between  bim  and  his  Majesty's 
troops. 

I  likewise  Inclose  the  copy  of  the  an- 
swer which  I  have  written  to  Prince  Met- 
ternich,  inclosing  the  copy  of  a  letter 
which  I  have  written  to  lord  William, 
upon  the  situation  in  which  he  will  find 
himself,  and  the  measures  it  will  be  de- 
sirable to  adopt  forthwith,  in  case  Murat 
abould  attack  the  Aostrians-. 

As  the  time  approaches  at  which  the 
Aostrians  will  commence  their  operations 
against  Murat,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to 
your  lordship  the  expediency  of  giving 
to  lord  William  Bentinck  instructions  to 
coH>perate  with  them,  to  the  «ame  pur- 
port as  what  I  have  suggested  in  case  they 
ibould  be  attacked  by  Murat.    I  have, 

&C.  WBLLINOTOlf. 

(Fkra  hdotmtm  No.  16.;— TVans/afidiL 

The  Prince  Mettemich  to  the  I>ake  of 

Wellington. 

Fkmia,  SiSih  March,  ISIS. 
Thaminislaraf  atal*  for  foreign  aflairs 


of  his  Imperial,  Royal,  and  Apostolic 
Majesty,  has  just  received  from  the  mar* 
shal  Comte  de  Qellegarde  a  report  from 
Milan,  dated  tbe2tst  of  March  ;  to  which 
is  annexed  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by 
lord  Bentinck ;  and  he  hastens  to  transmit 
copies  of  both  to  his  excellency  the  Duke 
of  Wellington. 

The  manner  in  which  lofd  Bentinck 
views  the  consequences  of  the  movements 
of  King  Joachim,  exactly  agrees  with  the 
conduct  which  the  Court  of  Vienna  in^ 
tends  to  pursue  in  regard  to  the  Neapolitan 
Government.  The  undersigned,  there* 
fore,  does  not  hesitate  to  request  his  er* 
cellency  the  Duke  of  Wellington  to  sane* 
sion  the  measures  which  lord  Bentinck 
proposes  to  adopt,  and  his  intention  of 
aeting  in  perfect  concert  with  marshal* 
Comte  de  Bellegarde.  The  undersigned 
desires  also  to  add  his  hope,  that  his  ex* 
cellency  the  Duke  of  Wellington  will  give 
similar  directions  to  the  commanders  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty's  forces  in  the  Me<^ 
diterranean  and  Adriatic  seas,  that  they 
may  counteract  the  operations  of  the  Nea- 
politan Governnfent,which  can  only  be  con* 
sidered  as  hostile  to  both  nations.  For  his 
own  part,  the  minister  of  state  for  foreign 
afllairs  does  not  withhold  his  approbation 
of  the'  measures  of  the  Comte  de  Bell^« 
garde.    He  has  the  honour,  &c. . 

Mbtebnicr. 

(Second  Inclomre  in  No.  \6.)-^Tramiaikm, 

Extract  of  a  Report  from  Marshal  Comte 

de  Bellegarde. 

MiUm,  lllif  March,  1815. 
I  hare  the  honour  to  transmit  to  yoa 
the  copy  of  a  Dispatch  which  I  have  this 
instant  receired  from  'lord  Bentinck,  and 
which  has  been  brought  to  me  by  a  cou- 
rier, whom  he  is  sending  to  I/>ndon;  I 
will  answer  his  questions  to-morrow;  ( 
shall  attend  particularly  to  the  second,  for 
it  cannot  but  be  advantageous  to  us  if  the 
King  finds  himself  under  the  necessity  of 
explaining  himself  personally  with  lord 
Bentinck  oathe  question  which  be  wishes 
to  put  to  him.  I  shalU  above  all,  be  par- 
ticular to  assure  myself  of  the  disposition 
of  lord  Bentinck,*' in  case  the  king '  of 
Naples  should  commence  hostilities  against 
08.  The  passage  of  a  part  of  the  Neapo- 
litan fleet  from  the  Straiu  of  Mtessina 
to  the  Adrtatie  is  an  object  worthy  of  our 
attention,  and  which  clearly  indicates  that 
all  the  means  of  the  King  are  directed 
against  us.* 


ISS] 
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which  I  have  written  a  letter  to  lord  Wil* 
liam  fientinck,  of  which  I  inclose  your 
higbneai  a  copy.    I  ha?e  the  bonoor,  &c« 

Wbllinotom. 


(7%ird  Inclosure  in  No.  16.)  ^^Translaiion, 

Lord  William  Bentiock  to  Marshal  Comte 
de  Bellegarde. 

Qmoa^JHarck  00,  \H15. 

I  bavft  received  from  lord  Borgbersh^ 

Bfitannic  Majeaty's  minister  at  Flo* 

the  intelligence  commanicated  to 

kia  lofdahtp  by  Mr.  Labieltcrn,  and  which 

C  excellency  baa  also  moat  probably 
partly  made  acqoaintod  with,  that 
marshal  Murat  waa  ou  the  point  of  put- 
ting aH  his  army  in  motion.  I  ahonld 
wish  to  know  from  your  osoelleocy,  sup* 
posing  tbia  event  to  have  taken  place,  to 
whai  extent  yon  would  consider  aoch  a 
step  na  an  infraction  of  the  Treaty  «e« 
tnsily  exiating  between  Austria  and  the 
Neapolitan  Goyemment,  and  how  far  it 
oogbl  to  be  considered  as  «n  act  of  poai- 
live  hostility. 

Ipropoae  this  question  to  your  excel- 
lency for  the  following  reaaons:  Ht.  As 
ike  armistice  concluded*  by  me  with  the 
^vemment  of  Naples  was  an  immediate 
consequence  of  the  Treaty  aaade  by  Aus- 
tria, it  became  then  part  of  the  same 
trauaaction  ;  and  it  appears  natural,  th^t  if 
this  Treaty  is  violated,  the  armistice  ought 
nbo  to  be  vtrtunlly  broken.  2dly.  If  the 
•endnct  of  marshal  Murat  is  only  sus- 
pected, it  would  perhaps  be  proper  on  my 
part#  (and  I  sbouM  wish  to  know  your 
aenlimenta  on  the  subject)  to  demand  an 
explanation  with  regard  to  a  conduct, 
which,  if  itjs  hostile  to  the  ally  of  bis  Bri- 
tannic Majesty,  most  therefore  be  so  to 
Ins  Majesty  himself.  Sdiy.  That  if  mar* 
ahal  Murat  is  really  at  war  with  Austria, 
if  would  appear  to  be  the  doty  of  the 
commanders  of  the  British  forces,  as  well 
by  sea  as  by  land,  in  the  Mediterranean, 
to  «ppeae  bit  operations  as  much  as  lay 
in  their  power.  Information  was  received 
yesterday  from  Sicily*  that  a  division  of 
the  Neapolitan  fleet  had  passed  the 
Straits  of  Meastna,  and  was  directing  its 
bourse  towards  the  Adriatic.    I  have,  &c. 

W.  BfiNTlNCK. 

(Fourth  Inchiure  in  No>  16J 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  to  Prince  Met- 

ternich. 

Viamn,MmiekQS,  1015. 
My* Prince;  I  have  bad  the  honour  of 
veoeiving  yoor  highnesa'a  note»  in  whith 
yeu  b*v«  inoloaad  me  the  copy  of  m  fotter 
of  the  9Ut  of  March  from  ■mnhal  Balle- 
garde,  and  one  of  the  20th  March  foam 
lord  WiUiam  Benttnck,  aaccaBeyancn  of 


{Fifth  Inclosure  in  No.  1 6,) 

The  Duke  of  Wellington  to  Lard  William 

Bentinck, 

Fmwm,  281*  ilTarcA,  1815. 

My  lord  ;  Prince  Mettemich  has  com* 
mooicated  to  me  a  copy  of  your  lordshtp'a 
letter  to  marshal  Bellegarde  of  the  20th 
of  March,  in  which  your  fordship  staiea 
your  opinion  that,  in  case  Murat  should 
make  a  movement  with  his  troops,  which 
is  considered  an  act  of  hostility  and  breach 
of  treaty  with  the  Emperor  of  Austria, 
your  lordship  will  consider  the  armistice 
existing  between  his  Majesty  and  Murat 
as  at  an  end.  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  I 
entirely  concur  with  you  in  that  opinion* 
which  I  have  reason  to  believe  to  be  in 
conformity  with  that  of  his  Majesty's  Go» 
vemment. 

In  case  marshal  Murat  should  attack 
the  Austrians  in  Italy,  it  is  desirable  that 
your  lordship  should  do  every  thing  in 
your  power  to  support  the  latter,  and  that 
your  lordship  should  inform  the  officefo 
commanding  his  Majesty's  ships  in  tho 
Mediterranean,  that  this  armistice  Is  at  an 
end,  when  the  case  shall  occur,  in  order 
that  he  may  co-operate  with  the  Austrian 
troops,  and  particularly  protect  and  aid 
the  passage  of  the  Austrian  troops  front  - 
Dalmatia  to  the  opposite  coast. 

It  would  be  desirable  that,  in  the  samo 
case,  the  officer  commanding  his  Majes* 
ty's  troops  in  the  Seven  Islands  should  bo 
instructed  to  assist  the  Austrian  corps  in 
Dalmatia,  either  by  transports,  or  by  de- 
taching troops  as  far  as  may  be  in  hla 
power,  consistently  with  the  safety  of  the 
possessions  entrusted  to  his  charge,  in 
erder  to  co-operate  with  the  Austriana. 
in  the  same  case,  and  in  the  probabfo 
event  of  the  Austrians  being  able  to  tabo 
theoftnsive  against  Murar,  1  need  not  point 
out  to  your  lordship'  how  desirable  it 
would  be  to  co-operate  with  the  Austrianf 
from  Sicily.    I  have  the  honour  to  be,  8tc» 

Wbilimoton* 

No.  17.— Dispatch  from  the  Earl  of  Clan* 
car^  to  Viscount  Castlereagh. 

FiMM,  ikt  nth  April,  1815. 

MyUnd  ;  The  accompanytfig  copies  of 

cAoial  notes  froln  the  Doc  da  Campo^ 

chiaio  and  the  Prince  Gariaii,  and  of  thf 

VM^ar  6f  F^tawe  MitWftiali  i«»  one  «f 
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4hem,  will  pot  your  lordship  in  povession 
t)f  the  itate  of  affairs  between  this  country 
'  and  that  or  Naples,  and  that  thelaUer  of 
them  will  acqaaint  you,  that  the  Austrian 
Gorernment  has  considered  M urates  late 
attack  upon  the  advanced  posta  of  the 
army,  as-  a  declaration  of  war,  that  the 
same  has  been  accepted,  and  that  the  two 
coutiiries.are  now  in  a  state  of  open  and 
avowed  hostility.  To  these,  I  have  the 
honour -to  add  translations  of  the  Austrian 
Declaration,  which  was^ published  here  on 
the  10th  instant. 

. .  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  inform  your 
lordship,  that  the  outset  of  this  war  has 
been  favourable  to  the  Imperial  arms. 
Their  head- quarters  have,  been  and  still, 
»  by  the  last  acr«Hints,  were  at  Bogelo  on 
ibis  aide  the  Po;  the  advanced  guard, 
under  general  Bianchi,  had  been  between 
Bologna  and  Ferrara.  It  seems  to  have 
been  the  intention,  .that  this  last  should 
retire  upon  Mural's  advance,  for  the  pur- 
pose oTdrfending  the  tine  of  the  Po,  till 
the  stroftg  reinforcements  in  march  should 
bave  tinoie  to  come  up,  and  that  general 
Mugent,  dispatched  with  a  force  for  that 
purpose  through  the  defiles  of  Tuscany, 
ahould'He  able  to  operate  on  the  enemy's 
rear.  Prince  Metternich  has  read  to  me 
the  official  report  received  from  their 
bead-quarters,  stating,  that  the  advanced 
guard  of  the  Austrian  army  had  had 
rather  a  sharp  affair  with  that  of  Murat, 
in  which  the  latter  was  repulsed  with  the 
loss  of  several  hundred  in  kiiled,  wounded, 
and  presoners.  This  affair  took  place  on 
the  Pinaro.  General  Bianchi,  with  his 
force,  retired  without  further  obstruction 
to  Borgo- forte. 

•-  I  have  the  honour  herewith  to  inclose 
the  copy  of  a  Dispatch,  which,  at  the  re- 
quest of  Prince  Metternich,  I  have  thought 
it  my  duty  to  write  to  lord  Wm.  Ben- 
tinck,  and  in  which  copies  of  the  Papers 
A.  B,  and  C,  herewith  transmitted,  were 
inclosed  for  his  lordship's  information.  I 
have  the  honour,  &c.  Clancahtt. 

C First  Inclosure  in  No,  17.J— TVani^fion. 

^he  Neapolitan  Plenipotentiaries  to  the 
Earl  of  Clancarty.  ' 

Vienna,  April  Sih,  ^B\5. 

The  undersigned    Plenipotentiaries  of 

his  Majesty  the  King  of  Naples  at  the 

Congress  of  Vienna;  haaten,  according  to 

\  'the'orders  of  iheir  Court,  to' cpmmunicate 

ei  his  Excellency  Lord  Clancarty,  First 
lenipotentiary  of  his  Britannic  Majesty 
lift  the  fatd  CiHigroa^  mNote  whtcbchey 
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have  this  day  addressed  to  the  Cabinet  ef 
Vienna. 

They  entreat  his  Excellency  to  lay  thtr 
Note  before  his  Government,  .who  mil 
find  in  it  the  fullest  explanation  both  as 
to  the  imperious  motives  which  have  de- 
termined his  Neapolitan  Majesty  to  march 
his  troops  to  the  Po,  and  as  to  the  sincere 
desire  which  be  entertains  for  the  conti- 
nuation of  peace* 

It  is  only  to  secure  the  continuance  of 
it  in  his  states  and  to  his  people;  it  ia 
only  to  place  himself  on  a  footing  with 
the  extraordinary  warlike  preparations 
which  are  making  in  Italy,  and  to  prepare' 
himself  against  the  re- action  of  the  erente 
which  have  taken  place  in  France,  that 
the  King  of  Naples  has  found  himself 
forced  to  return  to  those  positions  upon 
the  Po,  which  he  occupied,  at  the  end  of 
the  last  war. 

But  be  has,  and  has  had  no  other  object 
in  view  than  to  obtain  at  last  that  secarity 
and  guaranty,  which  he  has  in  vain  so» 
licited  durinff  the  continuance  of  the 
Congress,  and  which  are  due  to  him  in 
virtue  of  his  Treaty  of  Alliance  with  the 
Court  of  Vienna,  to  which  England  gave 
her  concurrence  and  consent. 

The  King  of  Naples  hat  no  doubt  that 
the  British  Government,  informed  of  hia 
real  intentions,  will  concur,  and  employ 
her  powerful  infioence  with  the  other 
Powers,  in  satisfying  the  just  wishes  of 
his  Neapolitan  Miajesty,  who,  on  his  part, 
will  be  desirous  of  doing  every  thing^ 
which  depends  upon  him,  to  prove  to  the 
whole  world  his  sincere  desire  of  peace, 
and  to  cement  the  relations  of  friendship 
and  of  commerce,  which  so  happily  exist 
between  the  Crowns  of  England  and  of 
Naples.    The  Undersigned,  &c. 

Duke  of  CAMPocBiamo. 
Prince  Cariati. 

CSeamd  Jncloiurc  in  ffo.  17* — Tranthuton.) 

The  Neapolitan  Plenipotentiaries  to  Prince 

Metternich. 

.  Vi€nna»  April  8,  1815* 
.  The  njidersigned  Ministers  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Naplps. 
at  the  Congress  of  -Vienna,  itave  received 
the  orders  of  their  Court  to  make  the  fol- 
lofiring  ansvper  te  the  Note  and  to  the 
official  Letter  of  his  Highness  Prince 
Metternicb,  Minister  of  State  and  of  Fo- 
reign Affairs  of  his  Majesty  the  Emperor 
of  Austria,  dated  the  126th  of  Fibruary 
last. 
Alirayis  ttinxted  by  the  most  «nefer^ 
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ted  ardent  detire  to  preserve  those  very 
intimate  relations  of  friendship  and  union 
%rbich  existed  with  bit  Majesty  the  Eoipe* 
ror  of  Austria*  his  august  ally,  and  to  be 
at  peace  with  every  state,  the  King  never 
ceased,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
Congress,  to  use  every  effort,  and  all  the 
means  in  his  power,  to  cement  his  alliance 
with  the  Court  of  Vienna,  and  to  place 
him»f  If  in  direct  relation  with  the  other 
Coons  of  Eorr^pe. 

For  this  purpose  the  King  has,  at  dif- 
ferent limes,  solicited  the  Cabinet  of 
Vit^naa  to  conclude  a  new  Treaty  of  Alli- 
ance, conformably  to  the  6fth  secret  Ar« 
tide  of  that  of  the  llth  of  January  IB]  k 
He  has  oBered  to  his  Imperial  and  Royal 
Apostolic  Majesty  the  co-operation  of  the 
whole  of  his  forces  for  the  maintenance  ol 
tranquillity  in  Italy  ;  and  he  has  even  pot 
a  portion  of  his  troops  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Austrian  commanding  officer  in  Italy, 
in  case  he  should  require  them  for  the  re* 
establishment  or  maintenance  of  good 
order  in  the  Italian  provinces  belonging 
to  the  House  of  Aosuia.  He,  in  fine, 
omitted  no  opportunity  of  giving  to  his 
Imperial  and  Royal  Apostolic  Majesty 
the  most  convincing  proofs  of  his  constant 
and  entire  devotion. 

His  Neapolitan  Majesty  flattered  him- 
aelfy  that  a  conduct  so  frank  and  loyal 
would  have  merited  a  perfect  reciprocity 
on  the  part  of  the  Court  of  Vienna ;  and 
that  that  Court  would  have  at  length 
acted  with  all  the  energy  and  efficiency 
of  a  good  and  faithful  ally,  in  the  accom* 
plishment  of  the  Treaty  of  the  llth  of 
January,  1814. 

It  is  impossible  to  explain  otherwise, 
than  by  an  excess  of  confideacOr  the  fa* 
cility  with  which  the  Court  of  Naples 
abandoned  itself  to  the  Cabinet  of  Vienna, 
during  the  negociations  of  Congress  ; 
whilst  that  Cabinet  uniformly  declined 
all  the  solicitations  addressed  to  it  by  the 
undersigned,  in  order  to  obtain  the  execo* 
lion  of  the  engagements  which  It  had 
contracted  by  its  alliance  with  their- 
Court,  and  whilft  the  notes  which  the 
andersigned  addressed  to  it,  and  even  an 
aatographical  letter  of  the  King  to  his 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  contain* 
ing  the  most  friendly  protestations  and 
offers,  were  left  unanswered. 

And  when,  for  the  first  time,  the  Cabi- 
net of  Vienna  broke  this  fatal  silence,  it 
was  to  intimate  to  the  King  in  menacing 
language,  bf-  the  note  of  the  26th 
Vebruary  last^  that  he  aheold  qaietly  wait 


antir  150,000  Austrians,  with  200  pieces 
of  artillery,  had  marched  into  Italy,  until 
three  bridges  had  been  thrown  over  the 
Po,  and  until  eight  thousand  workmen 
had  completely  finished  the  fortifications 
traced  upon  the  line  of  that  river ;  in  order 
to  impose  upon  hhn  afterwards  whatever 
laws  It  might  lie  wished  he  ahoald  sab* 
mit  tow 

1  he  Cabinet  of  Vienna  tries  to  jastify 
the  necessity  of  these  meuores  by  the 
Neapoliian  armamenu.  It  well  knew^ 
however,  and  the  King  never  ceased  to 
repeat  it  on  all  occasions,  that  he  only 
waited  for  the  moment  when  he  should 
see  established,  by  solemn  acts,  the  safety 
and  repose  of  his  states  and  of  his  people^ 
to  reduce  his  forces,  and  to  assume  an  at* 
titode  perfectly  pacific. 

Why  then  did  not  Austria,  Instead  of 
taking  those  measures  in  Italy  which  must 
necessarily  increase  the  alarm  of  the  King, 
prefer  doing  away  that  a]srm,'by  the  exe« 
cutiop  of  that  Treaty  of  the  1 1th  Jenoary  } 
Such  a  mode  of  proceeding  was  moch 
more  simple,  and  would  have  been  more 
successful.  But  the  Cabinet  of  Vienna,  far 
from  declaring  itself  the  faithful  ally  of 
the  King,  and  acting  in  consequence,  did, 
in  the  note  addressed  on  the  25th  Febrdary 
to  the  Cabinet. of  the  Thuillerles,  avoid, 
even  with  an  appearance  of  aflt^ctation, 
the  insertion  of  one  word  which  could 
give  to  France  the  most  distant  idea,  that 
Austria  was  disposed  to  defend  the  king* 
dom  of  Naples,  in  case  it  should  be  at- 
tacked ;  and  yet  the  guarantee  and  de- 
fence of  the  states  of  the  King  formed  the 
basis  of  bis  alliance  with  Austria;  who 
having  likewise  stipulated,  by  the  first 
Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  that  her 
Alliea  should  be  at  peace  with-  France, 
was  bounds  by  an  additional  obligation  to 
defend  and  sustain  the  King  against  that 
Power. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the.  King 
received  the  notes  of  the « Cabinet  of 
Vienna,  of  the  25th  and  26th  February, 
and  the  accounts  of  the  extraordinary  war 
nieasares  taken  by  Austria  in  Italy,  on 
the  7th  of  March,  that  is,  two  days  after ; 
notwithstanding  the  little  prospect  of 
safety  which  the  negociations  of  Vienna 
had  yet  offered  to  him,  the  King  had  so- 
lemnly declared,  that,  whatever  events 
miffht  take  place  in  France,  he  would  re- 
main always  faithful  to  his  engagementa. 

Stfch  was  and  soch  is  still  the  wish  of 
the  King*  Nevertheless,  after  the  unex- 
pected  atepa    taken    by  the  Coart   of 
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Vienoa,  and  which  have  thrown  a  light  by 
no  means  aatUfactory  upon  the  whole 
Goorse  of  her  proceedings  towards  the 
Court  of  Naples*  daring  the  negociatioos 
of  the  Congress,  and  after  the  events 
which  have  arisen  in  France,  which  may 
again  light  up  the  flame  of  war  upon  the 
cootinent,  the  King  has  been  obliged  to 
torn  his  attention  to  the  securing  by  his 
own  means  his  own  preservation,  and  the 
aafety  and  tranquillity  of  bis  states  and  of 
his  pepple. 

It  is  under  the  influence  of  these  mo- 
tives,  which  are  at  weighty  as  they  are 
iipperioos,  and  of  the  example  set  by 
other  Powers,  and  even  by  Austria,  which 
bave  advanced  and  conctfntrated  their 
forces,  that  his  Majesty  has  judged  it  ne* 
cessary  to  direct  hia  army  to  take  up 
again  that  position  which  it  occupied 
upon  the  Po  at  the  end  of  last  war,  in 
consequence  of  a  Convention  signed  on 
the  7th  February  between  the  Austrian 
and  Neapolitan  geiferi^ls. 

The  march  of  the  Neapolitan  army  to 
the  Po,  can  therefore  be  considered  only 
as  a  measure  of  precaution  and  of  fore- 
sight, dictated  by  the  renewal  of  that 
state  of  things  which  had  given  rise  to 
the  above-mentioned  Convention,  and  by 
the  consideration  that  the  King  being 
able  to  rely  only  on  his  own  forces,  the 
line  of  the  Po  is  the  only  one  which  can 
enable  him  to  defend  himself  against  all 
attack  which  may  be  meditated  against 
his  states. 

This  explanation,  which  was  given  to 
the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Austrian 
army  in  Italy  in  time  to  prevent  every 
act  of  hostility,  until  the  two  Courts  should 
have  come  to  an  understanding,  ha<  not 
produced  the  e£fect  which  was  expected 
from  it ;  for  the  King  has  been  informed, 
that  a  Neapolitan  gan*boat  has  been  de- 
tained and  disarmed  in  the  port  of  Cerria* 
Another  gon-boat,  which  carried  dis- 
patches to  the  Neapolitan  Consul  at 
Venice,  has  been  also  detained  at  the 
Point  of  Goro,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Po : 
she  was  fired  upon,  and  when  tte^Com- 
rnnnder  declared  that  he  was  charged 
with  dispatches  for  the  said  agent,  he  .was 
answered,  that,  in  consequence  of  orders 
from  Field-Marshal  Bellegarde,  no  Nea- 
politan vessel  could  be  receiv^  on  the 
whole  Austrian  coast.  , 

Lastly,  a  Neapolitan  ofiicer  who  had 
been  sent  to  the  bridge  of  Lagosciuro,  to 
receive  some  cases  of  muskets,  the  ex- 
portation of  which  had  been  i^greed  to  by 


the  Austrian  Crovernment,  has  been  sent 
back  without  being  able  to  obtain  these 
arms. 

His  Neapolitan  Majesty  extremely  re- 
grets, that  his  Holiness,  and  his  Imperial 
and  Royal  Highness  the  Grand  Soke  of 
Tuscany  should,  notwithstanding  the  most 
friendly  assurances  given  to  them  by  him, 
have  taken  the  precipitate  determination 
of  withdrawing  from  their  Capitals*  The 
King  saw  with  pain  in  thb  transaction, 
that  the  Austrian  Minister  at  the  Courts  of 
Rome,  instead  of  calming  the  unfounded 
apprehensions  of  the  Holy  Father,  had 
contributed  with  the  greatest  warmth  in 
engaging  him  to  leave  his  residence,  «ven 
when  his  Majesty  had  caused  it  to  be  de« 
Glared  to  him  that  the  passage  of  his 
troops  through  the  Roman  states,  would 
not  have  caused  the  least  change  in  the 
state  of  government,  that  they  would  not 
even  have  traversed  the  City  of  Rome, 
and  that  whatever  was  furnished  to  them 
durinff  their  passage,  should  have  been 
exactTy  paid  for. 

Why  then  be  thus  alarmed  at  the  sim* 
pie  passage  of  friendly  troops,  under  such 
tranquillizing  restriction  ?  Certainly,  the 
King  would  have  much  preferred  abstain* 
ing  from  marching  his  troops  through  the 
Roman  states ;  but  circumstances  were  so 
urgent,  and  the  roads  of  Abbruzxo  wese 
so  impracticable,  in  consequence  of  tba 
melting  of  the  snow,  that  he  could  not 
delay  that  measure.  The  Allies,  in  cir- 
comstanees  less  pressing,  did  the  same 
with  respect  to  Switzerland  in  the  last 
war,  and  nobody  could  blame  them  for  it. 

The  King  however  dec  lares,  as  he  has 
ever  declared  in  the  face  of  the  whole 
world,  that  he  has  no  wish  but  for  peace, 
no  pretensions  but  the  immediate  fulfiU 
ment  of  the  Treaty  of  the  Uth  January* 
He  flatters  himself,  that  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  Austria,  animated  by  the 
same  disposition,  and  by  that  ^spirit  of 
conciliation  and  of  justice  which  cbarac^ 
terizes  him,  and  convinced  of  the  real 
motives  which  have  reduced  the  King  to 
the  unpleasant  necessity  of  taking  extras 
ordinary  measures  to  watch  over  bis  own 
preservation  and  the  skfety  of  his  states, 
will  crush  these  seeds  of  ousnnderstanding, 
so  contrary  to  the  policy  and  interest  of 
the  two  Counts,  and  of  the  two  Nations^ 
by  re-establisning,  in  the  pronapt  execu- 
tion of  the  Treaty  above  mentioned,  thai 
perCect  accord,  and  those  intimate  rela^ 
tions  which  have  so  happily  united  then. 

For  this  pnrp«»>  the  nadersigoed  cap 
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have  the  goodnets  to  lay  this  Note  before 
hit  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Auitria,  and 
to  transmit  to  tbem,  as  soon  at  possible,  a 
categorical  answer  opon  these  proposi* 
tions»  in  order  that  they  nay  forward  it 
without  delay  to  their  Coort. 

The  undersigned^  in  the  mean  time« 
acquaint  his  highneu  the  Prince  Metter- 
Bich,  that,  in  consequence  of  orders  from 
their  Courts  they  will  communicate  this 
Note  to  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  Courts  of  Russia^  England,  and  of 
Prussia,  who  have  either  taken  part  or 
concurred  in  the  aboTC-mentioned  Treaty. 
They  seize  this  opportunity,  ht. 

The  J>ike  of  CAiiPocHiAao. 
The  Prince  CxaiATi. 

(Tkkd  Inckmrt  m  No.  17. J— Traukiimu 

The  Prince  Mettemicb  to  the  Neapolitan 
Plenipotentiaries. 

Fftnma,  4prt7lO,  1815. 

The  undersigned.  Minister  of  State  and 
for  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  Emperor  of 
Austria,  has  submitted  to  his  Imperial 
Majesty  the  Declaration  which  the  Nea- 
politan Plenipotentiaries  have  done  him 
the  honour  to  addnss  him  the  8th  instant. 
He  is  commanded  to  make  them  (he  foU 
lowing  reply : 

The  Treaty  of  Alliance  between  Aus- 
tria and  the  Court  of  Naples  was  hardly 
concluded  before  it  became  manifest, 
both  by  the  prolonged  inactifity  of  the 
Neapolitan  army,  and  by  a  multitude  of 
mtterial  proofs,  which  fell  into  th^  hands 
of  the  Allied  armies,  that,  in  the  course 
of  the  negociations,  the  King,  far  from 
atrifing  for  the  common  object  for  which 
the  Powers  acted  in  the  war  of  1813  and 
1814,  had  principally  calculated  his  mea- 
gures  upon  the  issue  of  events. 

The  Emperor  ncTertbeleu  continued 
faithful  to  the  Treaty  of  Alliance  of  Ja- 
nuary llth,  18H.  Without  adi^erting  to 
the  motives  which  led  to  it«^  negocnaion, 
or  to  the  nrcumstances  which*indflii(^^  itbe 
King's  accession  to  it,  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jesty regulated  his  determinations  solely 
upon  the  nature  of  the  engagements  of 
that  alliance.  He  employed  his  good 
offices  without  delay  in  establishing  rela- 
tions between  his  Allies  and  the  Court  of 
Naples. 

The  reasons  which  have  preyented 
these  relations  from  being  converted  into 
formal  alliances  are  too  well  known  to 
the  Cabibet  of  Naples,  to  make  it  neces- 
sary for  the  undersigned  here  to  repeat 
theni. 


May  2,  1815.  {Ui 

The  more  the  conduct  adopted  by  the 
King  since  the  first  moment  of  the  aU 
liance  has  been  opposite  to  that  of  Aus- 
tria, the  leu  ri^ht  has  he  to  impute  to  the 
Cabinet  of  Vienna  the  inconveniencea 
which  may  have  resulted  therefrom  to  the 
Court  of  Naples. 

The  Emperor  hu  never  ceased  repre- 
senting to  the  King  the  consequences  in 
which  he  must  be  involved  by  his  pro- 
longed occupation  of  the  Marches,  at  a 
time  when  sound  policy  prescribed  to  the 
King  to  limit  his  pretensions  to  the  pre* 
servatton  of  his  kingdom,  and  to  abstiia 
from  all  schemes  of  conquest ;  and  when 
the  same  policy  called  him  to  the  hononr- 
able  task  of  assisting  the  Gorernments  of 
Italy  In  secnrinff  the  tran(|uillity  of  the 
P^omsula,  instead  of  fomenting  the  agita* 
tion  of  men's  minds,  by  continually  aug- 
menting his  armies^  disproportioned  ta 
the  resources  of  bis  state.  And  what  ia 
still  more,  these  armies  were  assembled 
upon  points  which  by  the  geographical 
situation  of  the  Austrian  possessions, 
being  secure  from  an  attack  on  the  part 
of  the  Powers  opposed  to  the  Court  of 
Nuples,  were  to  be  from  that  moment 
considered  only  as  positions  taken  up  in 
hostility  to  Austria,  and  to  the  other 
Princes  of  Ital v. 

Although,  during  this  interval,  the  ge- 
neral interests  of  Europe,  and  of  the  Aus- 
trian monarchy,  claimed  the  entire  atten- 
tion of  his  Imperial  Majesty,  he  never- 
theless neglected  no  means  by  which  the 
King  might  be  brought  back  to  more 
moderate  views.  His  Majesty  tried  every 
method  of  conciliation  afid  persuasion, 
until  the  period  when  the  armaments. of 
that  Prince  assumed  the  character  of  mora 
direct  aggression.  His  Majesty  was 
finally  obliged  to  decide  opon  a  step  pro* 
voked  by  the  overtures  of  the  Neapolitan 
Cabinet,  which  revealed  too  plainly  the 
views,  with  respect  to  which  there  re- 
mains no  longer  any  doubt,  since  the 
overtures  made  by  the  King  to  the  Court 
of  Rome. 

The  undersigned  was  commanded  to 
transmit  simultaneously  to  the  Plenipo- 
tisries  of  Naples  and  of  France,  Declara- 
tions which  could  leave  no  doubt  that  tha 
Emperor  would  never  grant  to  an^ 
foreign  troops  a  passage  through  his  terri- 
tories. 

The  Declaration,  addressed  to  France 
the  25th  of  February,  was  the  next  daj 
communicated  to  the  Neapolitan  Pleni- 
potentiaries.   If  tberiB  beany  difierenca 
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io  the  wording  of  these  simullaneouB  De- 
clarations, the  reason  is  plain.  It  was  by 
the  Court  of  Naples  that  ihe  question  was 
brought  forward  ;  it  was  that  Court  which 
bad  assumed  an  hostile  attitude* 

Xhe  Emperor  owed  it  to  the  security  of 
his  dominions,  and  to  bis  general  relations 
with  the  rest  of  Europe,  to  make  those 
]>eclaration8.  He  owes  it  to  his  dignity 
to  maintain  them.  His  Imperial  Majesty 
would  have  rejected  every  demand  on  the 
part  of  France  to  send  an  army  into  luly. 
After  the  Declaration  of  the  27th  of  Fe- 
bruary, he  would  have  considered  any. 
ftep  in  furtherance  of  such  a  demand,  as 
a  declaration  of  war.  The  Emperor,  in 
like  baanner,  looks  upoh  the  advance  of 
the  Neapolitan  troops  beyond  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  kingdom,  and  from  their  can- 
tonmento  in  the  Marches,  as  a  rupture  of 
the  alliance,  and  as  a  measure  directed 
against  himself.  In  the  same  manner  also 
does  his  Msje«ty  now  consider  the  en- 
hance of  the  Neapolitan  army  into  the 
Legations,  and  the  actsof  hostility  com- 
mitted by  it  upon  the  Imperial  troops,  as 
a  positive  declaration  of  war,  whatever  be 
the  pretexts  under  which  the  Cabinet  of 
Naples  presents  these  facts* 

The  undersigned  is,  consequently,  com- 
manded immediately  to  recall  the  Impe- 
rial mission  from  Naples,  at  the  satoe 
time  that  he  places  the  inclosed  passports 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Neapolitan  mission 
at  Vienna,  MsTTBaNiCH. 

(Fourth  Indosure  in  No.  \1  .-^TronMlaUtm,) 

Austrian  Declaration  of  War  against  the 
King  of  Naples. 

Ftfima,  Jprt/ 12,  1815. 
After  the  campaign  of  1812,  the  King 
of  Naples  left  the  French  army,  in  which 
he  had  commanded  a  corps.  He  had 
scarcely  arrived  in  his  capital,  when  he 
caused  overtures  to  be  made  to  the  Aus- 
trian Court,  announcing  his  intention  of 
combining  his  future  political  proceedings 
with  those  of  the  Austrian  Cabinet. 
Shortly  after  the  campaign  of  1 8 1 3  com^ 
menced:    dazzled  by  some  illusive    ap- 

ftearances  of  events  favoiirable  to  Napo- 
eon.  King  Joachim  left  Naples,  and  again 
look  a  command  in  the  French  army. 
At  the  same  time  he  secretly  proposed  to 
the  Austrian  Cabinet  his  mediation  be- 
tiveen  the  Allies  and  the  French  Emperor. 
The  glorious  18ih  of  October  decided  the 
fate  of  Napoleon ;  the  Kmg  of  Naples  re- 
turned to  bis  dominions,  and  immediately 
renewed  the  negociatioos  respecting  hu 


I  accession  to  the  European  alliante.  Her. 
caused  his  army  to  advtuice,  and  proposed 
to  Austria  the  partition  of  Iialy.  The  Po 
was  to  be  the  limit  of  the  two  states.  Some 
months  elapsed  in  continued  negociationa 
with  the  Allies,  and  no  less  frequent  cor- 
respondence on  the  part  of  t|ie  King,  with 
the  comoumder  in  chief  of  the  French 
Italian  army.  The  Neapolitan  army  did 
not  side  with  either  party.  Neither  could 
reckon  upon  it;  neither  had  to  combat  it. 
Thi^s  state  of  things  Was,  however,  least 
unfavourable  to  Austria,  to  whom  it  fur* 
niyhed  the  means  of  turning  its  principal 
force  against  the  common  enemy,  without 
attending  to  Italy. 

On  the  11th  of  January  1314,  the 
Treaty  between  Naples  and  Austria  was 
at  length  signed;  yet  the  Neapolitan  army 
remained  long  inactive,  under  the  pretext 
that  the  ratifications  were  not  yet  ex* 
changed.  Material  proofs,  which  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Allies,  left  no  doubt  that 
the  King's  secret  connexions  with  the 
enemy  still  continued.  They  betrayed; 
chiefly  his  intentions  of  making  the 
French  Emperor  believe  that  the  acces* 
sion  of  the  King  to  the  alliance  of  the 
Powers  had  not  actually  taken  place. 
The  victories  obtained  in  France  itself, 
put  an  end  to  the  vacillations  of  the 
King.  Paris  had  opened  its  gates  to  the 
Allies,  and  the  Neapolitan  army  began  its 
campaign. 

The  Convention  of  the  IHh  of  April 
1814,  had  ended  the  war  against  Napo« 
leon ;  the  negociations  at  Paris  fixed  tho 
reciprocal  relations  between  France  and 
its  late  enemies ;  all  the  armies  quitted 
France;  the  Neapolitans  retired  to  the. 
Papal  Marches,  to  which  the  King,  in 
virtue  of  the  Treaty  of  January  II,  had 
formed  pretensions.  ^ 

The  relations  between  all  the  Powers 
were  to  be  -fixed  at  th^  Congress  of' 
Viennil^  The  branches  of  the  House  of 
Bourbon  declared  against  the  recognitioa 
of  King  Joachim.  The  situation  of  the 
latter  was  evidently  much  changed  by 
the  return  of  the  ancient  9oyal  Family  to 
the  thrones  of  France  and  Spain.  A  wise 
policy  would  have  prescribed  to  him  to 
limit  his  future  views  to  the  preservation 
of  one  of  the  finest  kingdoms  of  the  worlds 
and  to  renounce  every  idea  of  conquest^ 
and  particularly  of  such  conquest  as  coold 
only  be  made  at  the  expense  of  a  neigh* » 
hour,  who  in  a  mUitory  point  of  view  waa 
wholly  inofifensive,  and  in  every  other 
point  of  Tieir  of  tht  highest  a»port«oce« 
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B«t  moderalion  and  good  faith  are  words 
without  meaning  fur  the  Princes  of  the 
neyv  French  dynasty.    . 

*  King  Joachim,  however,  instead  of 
thinking  of  maintaining  himself,  formed,  in 
secret,  extensive  projects  for  the  future. 
He  prepared  the  execution  of  them  by 
bringing  together  all  the  elements  of  a 
political  and  military  revolution :  none  bf 
his  plans,  none  of  his  movements  escaped 
the  Austrian  Cabinet.  This  was  not  the 
way  to  bring  over  to  his  side,  the  opi- 
nion of  the  Courts  who  opposed  the  ad- 
Emission  of  the  King  of  Naples  to  a  place 
among  the  Sovereigns  of  Europe. 

The  burthen  of  such  military  exertions 
becoming  at  last  too  great  for  the  Wngdom 
to  bear,  the  King  resolved  to  take  more 
decisive  steps. '  In  February  last  he  an- 
nounced to  the  Court  of  Vienna  his  inten- 
tion of  sending  an  army  into  France,  for 
which  end  he  required  nothing  less  than 
the  passage  through  Italy.  A  proposition 
80  extravagant  was  treated  as  it  deserved. 

On  the  S^5th  and  26th  of  February 
1815,  his  Imperial  Majeftty  sent  Declara* 
tions  to  the  French  and  Neapolitan  Go- 
vernments, announcing  his  irrevocable 
determination  never  to  allow  the  tranquil- 
lity of  Middle  and  Upper  luly  to  be 
endangered  by  the  marching  in  or  passage 
of  foreign  troops.  Hfs  Imperial  Majesty 
at  the  same  time  gave  orders  for  the 
march  of  a  large  reinforcement  of  the 
troops  to  his  Itali»n  provinces,  in  support 
of  this  Declaration;  oA  the  part  of  France 
it  was  announced  that  the  King  had  no 
sfich  intention.  King  Joachim  kept  his 
answer  back ;  the  moment  for  revealing 
his  real  designs  was  not  yet  come. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  the  news  of  Biio- 
Dapart6's  e<(cape  arrived  at  Naples.     The 
King  immediately  sent  for  his  Imperial 
Majesty's  ambassador,    and  declared    to 
bim  that  he  was  and'Wotild  still  retliain 
faithful  to  the  system  of  the  alliance;  he 
renewed   the  same    declarations    to    the 
Cabinets  of  Austria  and  England ;  but  at 
thp  same  time  he  sent  one  of  bis  aides-da- 
camp,  count  de  Beaufremont,  to  I'rance, 
with  the  comnaission  to  go  to  Buonapart6, 
and  to  assure  him  of  his  support.  Scarcely 
was  the   news  of  NapoleWs  entry  into 
Lyons  received  ^t  Naples,  wh«n  the  King 
made    it    positively    known-^"  That    he 
considered  the  cause  of  Napoleon  as  his 
own,  and  would  now  prove  io  bim  that  it 
bad   never  been  foreign   to  him."      He 
required  at  the  same  time  fro  ;i  his  Holi- 
ness, a  passage  throogh  the  Roman  states 
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for  two  of  his  divisions^  adding,  that  far 
from  acting  in  an  hostile  manner,  they 
should  not  disturb  the  Holy  Father  in  his 
capital;  the  Pope  protested  against  this 
violation  of  his  territory,  and  when  it 
took  placOj  he  left  Rome,  and  repaired  to 
Florence. 

'  On  the  8th  of  April  the  Neapolitan  plt-^ 
nipotentiaries  at  Vienna  delivered  a  Note 
to  the  Cabinet,  which,  with  assurances  of 
the  most  fi*iendly  sentiments  of  their 
master,  and  of  his  unalterable  wish  nevei^ 
to  separate  from  Austria,  announced  that 
his  Majesty,  in  consequence  of  the  changes 
that  had  taken  place,  and  of  the  military 
measures  which  all  the  Powers  thought 
it  necessary  to  take,  had  deemed  it  right 
also,  fbr  his  own  security,  to  give  to  his 
military  forces  a  more  extended  position^ 
and  that  for  this  reason  thfey  would  oc- 
cupy the  line  of  demarkation  which  was 
fixed  for  the  Neapolitan  army  by  the  ar- 
mistice of  1813.  Meanwhile  the  Nea- 
politan army,  without  any  farther  decla- 
ration, began  on  the  SOth  of  March 
hostilities  against  the  Austrian  posUin  the 
Legations. 

His  Majesty  the  EmperOr  and  King, 
strong  in  the  justice  of  his  clause,  in  the 
valour  of  his  army,  in  the  tried  loyalty  of 
his  peo|^le,  and  in  his  intimate  connexion! 
with  all  the  Powers  of  Europe,  has  caused 
it  to  be  signified  to  the  Neapolitan  Go- 
vernment, by  a  Note,  dated  the  lOtb 
instant,  that  his^  Imperial  Majesty  con- 
siders war  between  tlie  two  states  as 
begun,  and  leaves  all  farther  decision  t0 
the  force  of  his  arms. 

No.  IS.— Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the 
Comie  de  Blacas  to  Lord  Viscount 
Casilereagh,  dated  Paris,  4th  March, 
1815. 

Herewith  yon  will  find,  my  lord,  the 
copies  bf  the  letters,  the  originals  of  which 
y^o  have  seen  in  my  hands.  Sin^e  that 
time  I  have  found  in  another  bundle, 
three  minutes  of  letters  written  by  Napo^ 
leon,  one  of  which  has  no  date.  I  have 
the  honour  likewise  to  address  to  yoU 
copies  thereof,' and  they  are  not  the  least 
interesting  of  the  documents -which  have 
been  discovered  in  the  immense  quantity 
of  papers  amongst  which  it  has  been  ne- 
cessafy  to  make  search. 

Blacas  b'AtJLFs. 

(Fku  inclaufe  m  tfo,  18.J— IVons/aiionj 

Lucca,  Feb.  \^,  \%\^. 
Sire ;  I  hare  had  the  honour  of  inforan 
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ing  your  Majesty  by  my  report^  of  the 
5th  and  8th  of  this  month,  of  the  concen- 
trating movement  made  by  the  Prince  of 
Lucca  upon  Pisa,  in  consequence  of  the 
circumstances  which  induced  me  to  quit 
Florence,  to  order  the  eTacoation  of  that 
city,  and  to  assemble  all  the  troops  of  the 
division  upon  a  point  of  greater  security. 
The  Prince  has  maintained  himself  at 
Pisa  till  now ;  but  having  received  advice 
of  an  English  expedition,  amounting,  by 
all  accounts,  to  at  least  6,000  men,  and 
which  appears  to  be  undoubtedly  directed 
from  Sicily  against .  Leghorn,  Spezia,  or 
Genoa,  I  have  determined  to  order  the 
Prince  to  continue  his  movement  upon 
Genoa,  in  order  that  his  retreat  may  not 
be  cut  off  by  the  only  road  which  still 
remains  open. 
'  I  have  been  confirmed  in  this  plan  by 
having  ascertained  that  some  Neapolitan 
troops^  superior  in  numbers,  are  already 
at  Pistoya,  and  have  forced  oui'  advanced 
pests  to  abandon  the  passage  of  Serra- 
talle. 

I  also  know  that  the  enemy  intends  to 
cut  off  our  cfommuni cations,  by  seizing  the 
road  which  conducts  from  Pontremoli  to 
Spezia  and  the  Riviera  di  Genoa. 

I  Uave  thought  proper  to  give  him  no- 
tice to  keep  some  troops  upon  which  the 
Viceroy  must  have  reckoned,  and  which 
cannot  render  any  ytry  decisive  services 
elsewhere. 

The  projects  of  the  English  and  Aus- 
tifians  do  away  all  the  doubts  which  the 
personal  conduct  of  the  King  of  Naples 
might  create.  I  ought  not  to  conceal 
from  your  Majesty,  that  I  have  received 
fik>m  him  several  letters  much  at  varianee 
with  the  operations  of  his  troops. 

The  King  is  in  «  state  of  great  agitation. 
He  is  astonished  that  the  Viceroy  should 
have  retired  from  the  Adige,  and  that  I 
hfive  quitted  Tuscany  upon  the  notion 
tt|at  he  could  be  the  enemy  of  your  Ma- 
jesty and  of  France.  He  loudly  expresses 
hjs  devotion  and  his  gratitude  for  your 
person ;  and  he  even  said  to  the  Tuscan 
deputies,  that  he  would  prefer  receiving 
the  first  blow  to  drawing  his  sword  ag^nst 
a  Frenchman. 

I  know  not  how  to  reconcile  this  lan- 
guage, of  which  I  do  not  suspect  the  sin* 
cerity,  with  all  the  arbitrary  measures 
which  have  endangered  my  authority, 
and  those  which  oblige  me.  even  now  to 
provide  for  the  safety  of  the'Freiicii*  troops 
assembled  at  Pisa. 
.  Your  Majesty   will    appreciate  these 


contradictions,  which  seem  to  me  to  pro- 
ceed from  a  resolution  deemed  by  the 
King  conformable  to  his  interests,  but  in 
which  he  has  been  dragged  contrary  to 
his  own  affections.  I  am  assured  that  the 
language  and  conduct  of  the  King  are 
similar  in  bis  communications  with  the 
Viceroy. 

It  is  nevertheless  certain,  that  a  Pro- 
clamation of  general  Bellegarde's,  which 
recalls  the  nations  of  Italy  to  their  former 
state,  has  been  re-printed  at  Bologna^ 
under  the  eyes  of  the  King. 

This  Proclamation,  drawn  up  with  much 
art,  has  produced  the  greatest  effect  in 
Tuscany,  where  it  is  extensively  circu- 
lated.—I  am,  with  profound  respect,  Sire^ 
of  your  Imperial  and  Royal  Majesty,  the 
most  devotedf  and  obedieirt  sister  and  sub- 
jectf  Eliza. 

A  correct  copy. 

(Signed)         Blacas  d'Aulps. 

( Second  Inchnire  in  No.  IS.J^^Translation^ 

To  the  Queen  of  Naples. 

Nangii,  17  th  February. 
Your  husband  is  a  very  brave  man  in 
Ikhe  field  of  battle,  but  be  is  more  coward- 
ly than  a  woman  or  a  monk  when  not  in 
presence  of  the  enemy.  He  has  no  moral 
courage.  He  has  been  frightened,  and  he 
has  not  hazarded  losing  for  a  moment 
that  which  he  can  only  hold  by  me  and 
with  me.  •  Make  him  fully  sensible  of  his 
absurdity.  When  he  quitted  the  army 
without  my  order,  I  foresaw  all  the  evil 
counsels  which  wonld  be  given  him.  I 
am,  however,  better  satisfied  with  the 
message  he  has  sent  me  through  you.  If 
he  be  sincerely  sorry,  let  him  watch  the 
moment  for  proving  to  me  that  he  has  not 
been'so  ungrateful  as  be  is  pusillanimous. 
I  may  yet  pardon  him  the  injury  which 
he  has  done  me. 
A  correct  copy. 

(Signed)         Blacas  d^Auips, 

(Third  IncUmare  m  No.  \^.)*^Ttanslation, 

'  Lucca,  Fekmary  18,  tSlf. 
Sire;  I  have  received  the  letter  from 
the  Minister  of  War,  transmitting  to  me 
your  Majesty's  instructions,  concerning 
the  evacuation  of  the  Roman  slates,  and  of 
Tuscany.  .  Immediately  after  (he  receipt 
of  that  letter,  I  set  out  for  Bologna,  where 
the  King  of  Naples  was.  I  experienced 
no  difficulty  as  fiar  as  Florence,  but  upon 
my  arrival  in  that  town,  the  new  authori- 
ties signified  to  me  that  I  could  neither 
continue  my  routei  nor  remain  at  Flo- 
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rence ;    aod  that  I  tnatt  go  back  as  far  as  |  Switzerland*     A  letter  it  mentioned  ai 

having  been  written  by  the  Emperor  Na« 
poleon,  to  the  Landamao  of  Swiuerlaod^ 
to  induce  him  to  oppose  th^  retreat  of  the 
alli^  troops  through  the  Helvetic  terri- 
tory. The  troops  sutioned  at  Iselle,  at 
the  foot  of  the  bimplon,  have  been  re- 
inforced by  order  of  the  Prince  Viceroy. 
Tlie  fort  of  Ancona  surrendered  on  the  13th 
February.  The  garrison  of  that  place  is 
expected  at  Placentia  on  the  3rd  of  thia 
month.  Information  has  been  received^ 
that  the  garrison  of  Venice  made  a  sally, 
by  which  they  obtained  a  great  number  of 
cattle.'  The  army  which  marches  from 
Placentia  on  Parma,  met  with  some  re- 
sistance on  the  Taro  :  it  cannot  have  en« 
tered  that  town  before  the  Ist  of  March. 
According  to  letters  from  Switzerland,  an 
epidemic-  disorder  prevails  amongst  tlia 
allied  troops.  In. that  country >  great  re- 
quisitions are  made  for  the  service  of  the 
enemy's  armies, 

3rd  March.  The  re* entrance  of  our 
troops  into  Parma  is  announced,  after 
taking  from'  the  enemy  1,500  prisoners, 
and  8  pieces  of  cannon.  It  is  stated  posi- 
tively that  general  Bellegarde  counter- 
marches his  artillery  from  Verona  on  Vi.- 
cenza,  and  that  two  regiments  belonging 
to  his  army  are  marching  towards  the 
confines  of  the  Illyrian  provinces,  to  form 
part  of  a  cordon  of  health  to  be  there  esta- 
blished—-.an  epidemic  disorder  having 
lately  broken  oot  in  the  opper  countries. 

Letter  from  the  Consul  of  Ancona,  with- 
out date,  and  supposed. to  be  written 
from  Lucca. 


Praio,  there  to  await  the  answer  of  the 
King.  1  dispatched  a  courier  to  that 
Prince,  and  am  returned  to  Lucca,  where* 
I  am  in  greater  safety  than  at  Prato,  which 
is  in  a  state  of  insurrection.  I  know  not 
what  the  King  will  be  allowed  to  answer. 
The  Austrian  and  English  ministers  re- 
proach him  with  being  French,  and  par- 
ticularly with  being  too  much  attached  to 
your  Majesty.  The  revolutionists,  who 
now  govern  Florence,  assert  loudly  that 
the-^King  of  Naples  has  an  understanding 
with  the  French,  and  that  be  deceives  the 
Italians;  They  attribute  to  my  counsels 
the  inaction  of  the  Neapolitan  troops,, 
which  the  Allies  wished  should  march 
against  the  Viceroy  at  the  moment  when 
he  was  about  to  be  attacked  by  general 
Bellegarde,  The  King  is  in  the  greatest 
distress  ;  he  now  thoroughly  feels  in  what 
a  situation  he  is  placed  :  it  is  difficult  for 
me  to  send  him  advice.  If  there  were  as 
much  firmness  in  his  character,  as  there 
are  good  qualities  in  his  heart,  he  would 
bie  stronger  in  Italy  than  the  Goalition. 
*  The  Duke  of  Otaanto. 
A  correct  copy. 

C Signed)         Blacab  d'Aulps. 

CFourih  Inclcfiure  ht  No,  lS,)'-^Tran$latum. 

Volta,  February  20,1  Sl4f. 
Sire ;  I  have  the  honour  to  addresa  to 
your  Majesty  a  return  of  your  army  of 
Italy,  up  to  the  18th  of  this  month.  The 
King  of  Naples,  who  appeared  inclined  to 
march  against  us,  and  to  yield  to  the  so- 
licitatiocis  of  the  Austrians,  arrested  his 
progress,  as  soon  as  he  became  acquainted 
with  your  Majesty's  late  victories  of  the 
lOih,  Ittk,  ^nd  12th.  He  had  not  yet 
receired  the  ratification  of  his  Treaty  the 
evening  before  last ;  I  therefore  hope  that 
1)0  will  not  add  to  the  wrongs  of^ which  he 
has  been  guilty  towards  your  Majesty,  by 
firin^Dpon  you|r  troops.    I  am,  &c. 

Eugene  Napoleon* 
A  correct  copy.    .  v 
.,     ,      CSig^d)  .       Blagas  d'Aulps, 

(Fifih  Inclosure  ia  No.  lS.)-^Tran$latum. 

Extract  of  the  Consular  Correspondence. 

Sjngdom  qf  liafy. 

Milan,  March  2^  ISU. 
Eight  Hungarians  and  one  officer  ar- 
rived on  the  26th  of  February  at  Bellin-; 
zona,  with  the  intention  of  establishing 
their  communications  with  field-marshal  i 
Bellegarde,  whom  they  supposed  at  Mi- 
lan. This  little  detachment  has  re-entered; 


The  Consul  quitted  Ancona  the  4th 
February ;  the  citadel,  defended  by  ge« 
neral  B'arboui  was  during  two  days  at« 
tacked  by  the  Neapolitans.  The  enemy's 
batteries  fired  from  the  forts  of  the  Capu* 
chins  of  Montgardet  which  they  occupied. 
General  Barbou  capitulated  the  15th. 

The  Consul  had  occasion  to  see  the 
King  of  Naples,  respecting  his  passports. 
The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  con- 
versation he  had  with  him.  Necessity 
alone,  said  the  King,  has  obliged  me  to 
unite  with  the  Allies ;  the  great  extent  of 
the  coasts  of  my  kingdom*  exposed  them 
to  the  invasions  of  the  English.  Their 
maritime  strength,  and  their  force  in  St-* 
cily,  are  well  known : — ^who  would  havo 
defended  my  kingdom,,  bad  I  carried  my 
army  beyond  the  Po  ?  Besides,  it  wpuld 
have  been  impossible  for  me  to  make  it 
leave  the  kingdom.    On  the  other  hand. 
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my  people  were  discontented  in  conse- 
quence of  the  stagnation  of  xrommerce, 
which  prevented  them  from  realising  the 
rich  produce  of  the  soil ;  it  would  have 
been  easy  for  the  enemy  to  have  seduced 
them,  to  the  sole  detriment  of  myself  and 
of  France.  On  the  other  hand,  my  na- 
tion would  have  been  dissatisfied,  had  I 
pot  acceded  to  the  proposals  which  the 
Allies  made  me,  of  indemnifying  myself 
for  Sicily  by  the  countries  on  this  side  the 
Po«  which  his,  Majeitty  the  £mperor  of 
the  French  was  obliged  to  renounce  by 
the  force  of  circumstances.  He  added 
that  his  intentions  were  so  much  the 
purer  on  this  head,  as  it  was  agreed  thi^t 
liis  army  was  never  to  fight  against  the 
Trench;  he  would  recollect  const^mtly 
that  he  was  himself  a  Frenchman,  and 
tbat'he  would  not  forget  all  be  owed  to 
liis  illustrious  brother-in-law.  He  desired 
the  Consul  to  remain  at  Ancona,  and  to 
continue  his  functions,  assuring  him  that 
his  correspondence  should  be  free,  since 
he  was  not  at  war  with  France.  The 
Consul  did  not  think  t|iat  it  was  for  bim  to 
make  any  objection. 

The  colonel  of  the' 9th  Neapolitan  regi* 
meut,  Mr.  Marriottt,  and  all  his  officers, 
were  the  first  to  demand   their  dismissal. 
The  other  officers  employed  in  the  diffe- 
rent corps  of  the  army  followed  this  ex- 
ample ;    but  the  greater  part  have  been 
sent  to  Naples  with  the  promise  never  to 
he  obliged  to  serve  against  Frapce.   They 
N^   are  to  be  employed  in  the  formation  of 
^other  'corps. .    The  garrison  of  Cattaro, 
;  composed  almost  entirely  of  Italians,  was 
left  without  resources  after  its  arrival  at 
Ancona,  in  order  to  oblige  it  to  ^nt^r  the 
]£in^dom  of  Naples. 

On  their  arrival  at  Ancona,  the  Neapo- 
litan authorities   removed  all  the  Italian 
f  scutcheons.    The  arms  of  France,  placed 
*pn  the  Consul's  housei  were  respected. 

(Sixth  Incloture  in  No.  1 8.J— 2Vfliwteii6». 

To  the  E^ing  of  Naples. 

I  say  nothing  to  you  of  my  displeasure 
at  your  conduct,  which  has  been  diame- 
.trically  opposite  to  your  duty.  That,  how- 
ever, belongs  to  the  weakness  of  your  na- 
ture. Ypu  are  a  good  soldier  on  the  field 
'  of  bat;le;  but  excepting  there,  you  have 
no  vigour  and  no  character.  Take  ad- 
vantage, however,  of  an  act  of  treachery, 
which  1  only  attribute  to  fear,  in  order  to 
serve  me  by  useful  information.  I  rely 
upon  yo0|    tipon  vour  contrition,  upon 


your  promises.  If  it  were  otherwise,  re- 
collect that  you  would,  have  to  Ye  pent  of 
it.  I  siippose  that  you  are  not  one  of 
those  that  imagine  the  lion  is  dead.  If 
such  are  your  calculations,  they  are  false. 
I  defeated  the  Austrians  yesterda3%  ^^^  ^ 
am  in  pursuit  of  the  remains  of  their  co- 
lumns. Another  such  victory,  and  you 
Will  see  that  my  affairs  are  not  so  despe- 
rate as  you  have  been  led  to  believe.  You 
have  done  me. all  the  harm  that  you  could 
since  your  departure  from  Wilna,  but  we 
shall  say  no  more  about  it.  The  title  of 
King  has  turned  your  head.  If  you  wisli 
to  preserve  the  former,  behave  well,  and 
keep  your  word. 

A  correct  ^opy. 
,  (Signedj         Blacas  d'Aulps. 

(Sevcttih  Incloaurein  No,  18. J — Tranalaifon* 

Paris,  March  3,  ISH. 

Sire;  For  several  days  I  have  daii^ 
written  to  Prince  Borghese  to  send  to 
Chambery  a  division  of  8  or  10,000  men, 
and  this  under  pain  of  disobedience,  a^ 
your  Majesty  had  prescribed  :  I  am  about 
to  dispatch  an  officer  to  his  Imperial  high* 
ness,  and  to  repeat  the  orders  by  telegraph. 
Your  Majesty  thinks  that  the  King  of  Na- 
ples wilt  not  move ;  yet  the  attack  and 
bombardment  of  the  citadel  of  Ancona, 
are  rather  bad  omens. 

I  have  given  orders  that  negociations 
should  be  entered  into  for  the  garrisons  of 
Rome  and  of  Tuscany.  I  have  written  su(;- 
cessively  tp  that  effect,  first  to  the  Duke 
of  OtrantOi  and  aflerwards  to  the  Grand 
Duchess,  of  Tuscany.  |  have  desired' 
that  these  garrisons  should  be  sent  in  the 
direction  of  Chambery. 

What  makes  roe  anxious  is,  that  general 
Donzelot,  at  Corfu,  is  nearly  unprovided, 
and  his  communications  with  Venice  are 
uncertain.  It  is  unfortunate  that  the  old 
troops  under  his  cominand  could  not  be 
conveyed  to  France  or  to  Upper  Italy. 
I  think  that  it  would  have  been  well  also, 
as  the  fleet  could  not  oppose  the  re-victu- 
alling of  Santona,  on  account  of  the  ^a(- 
pence,  that  its  garrison  had  been  brougkit 
back  to  France,  or  that  it  l^ad  retained  the 
means  of  capitulating  on  condition  of 
returning  home.^    I  aba,  Ac. 

the  Minister  of  War, 

Duke  Db  Fbltr^ 

A  correct  Oopy. 

(Simd)        Blacas  p'Aul^^ 
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(Ei^k  Incloskre  in  No.  \B.)^1>ranilaticn. 
.  To  the  Kiog  of  Naples. 

Afareh  I. 

Sir,  my  Brother ;  I  have  already  com- 
municated to  you  my  opinion  of  your  con- 
duct. Your  »ituation  bad  torjied  your 
head.  My  reverse  have  Bnished  you. 
You  have  surrounded  yourself  with  men 
who  hate  France,  and  who  wish  to  ruin 
you*  I  formerly  gave  you  useful  warn- 
ings. What  you  write  to  me  is  at  vari* 
ance  with  your  actions.  I  shall*  however, 
see  by  your  manner  of  acting  at  Ancona, 
if  your  heart  be  still  French,  and  if  you 
yield  to  necessity  alone. 

I  write  to  the  Minister  at  War,  in  order 
to  tranquil liae  him  with  respect  to  your 
conduct.  Recollect  that  your  kingdom, 
which  has  cost  so  much  blood  and  trouble 
to  France,  is  yours  only  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  gave  it  you.  It  is  needleu  to 
send  me  an  answer,  unless  you  have  some- 
thing important  to  communicate.  Re- 
member that  I  made  you  a  King  solely 
for  the  interest  of  my  system.^  Don't  de- 
ceive yourself;  if  you  should' cease  to  be 
a  Frenchman,  you  would  be  nothing  for 
me.  Continue  to  corr^pond  with  the 
Viceroy,  taking  care  that  your  letters  be 
not  intercepted. 

A  correct  Copy. 

(Signed)         Blacas  d'Aulps. 

No.  19.  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Lord 
WiUiam  Bentinck  to  Marshal  Belle- 
garde,  dated  Verona,  March  25,  18ii; 
transmitted  officially  by  lord  William 

^    Bentinck  to  Viscount  Castlereagh. 

It  is  now  necessary  to  consider  what- 
has  been  tne  conduct  of  IMorat. 

1.  Has  he  fulfilled  his  Treat)r  with 
Austria*  the  object  and  sole  object  of 
^hich  was  his  immediate  co-operation  ? 

2.  Was  not  thi^  immediate  co-operation, 
if  he  were  sincere,  as  necessary  to  his  own 
safety,  as  to  the  success  of  the  common 
cause? 

3.  But  hfis  he  not  rather  acted,  as  if  his 
apprehensions  were  not  of  Buonaparte, 
but  of  the  Allies? 

4.  Was  it  not  the  natural  feeling  and 
policy  of  a  deserter  from  the  cause  of 
Buonaparte,  to  throw  himself  with*  all  his 
"weight  into  the  scale,  and  be  the  most  for- 
ward in  the  contest?— He  would  have  no 
hope  of  escaping  the  effects  of  the  ven« 
geance  of  Buonaparte,  it  successful. 

5.  In  what  manner  has  he  occupied  the 
different  parts  of  Italy  evacuated  by  ^be 


French  ?  Hat  not  bis  occupation  bad 
more  the  air  of  permanent  than  temporary 
possession  ? 

6.  Is  it  not  the  language  of  all  his  offi- 
cers, and  of  himself,  that  all  Italy  should  b* 
united,  and  that  he  should  be  the  chief  of 
lialian  independence  ? 

7.  Is  not  thb  sentiment  in  exact  accord 
with  that  of  Buonaparte  ? 

8.  What  mean  his  great  endea;roars  i» 
retain  in  his  .service  the  French  officer!^ 
who,  he  knows,  will  never  serve  against 
his  countrymen  ? 

9.  What  means  either  his  continual 
friendly  intercourse  with  all  the  Frencb 
authorities — with  Foochi-^with  the  ad- 
vancrd  posta-^and  latterly,  with  peculiar 
activity,  direct  with  the  bead-quarters  of 
the  Viceroy,  without  the  knowledge  and 
participation  of  the  Austrian  Minister^ 

10  Finally,  is  there  any  man  in  Italy-^ 
is  there  any  man  or  officer  in  the  Austrian 
army  south  of  the  Pn — has  your  Excel- 
lency, or  have  I  myself,  any  confidence 
whatever  in  his  'sincerity  ?  Do  not  all 
believe,  that  his  sole  object  is  to  gain 
time;  that  he  is  making  and  will  mako 
use  of  every  pretext  to  do  nothing  until 
the  issue  of  the  present  struggle  shall  have 
been  decided,  when  he  will  throw  him^ 
self  into  the  strongest  side  ? 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

WtdncMday,  May  3. 

Motion  bespecting  the  Peljiam  anqi 
Montagu  Packets.]  Lord  Nugem  rose, 
for  the  purpose  of  calling  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  oppression  and  injustice 
shown,  and  to  the  artifices  employed  by  ' 
the  Post-office  against  captain  Perring  of 
the  Lady  Mary  Pelbam.  They  had 
raised,  he  said,  this  case  to  a  degree  of 
importance  that  would  not  otherwise  be- 
long to  it.  V  The  papers  laid  upon  the 
table  confirmed  the  opinion  he  had  for-^ 
inerly  entertained,  and  showed  that  what 
at  first  seemed  neglect,  was  in  truth  syntem. 
His  lordship  then  went  into  a  statement  of 
the  facts  of  the  case  already  before  the  . 
public,  regaKung  the  sailing  of  the  Pel- 
ham  and  Montagu  packets  in  company— ^ 
their  being  attacked  by  an  American  pri- 
vateer, the  Montagu  at  first  suftaining 
the  brunt  of  the  action  ;  ihe  striking  of 
the  colours  by  the  Montagu,  the  relief 
aflbrded  by  tiie  Pfltiam^  and  the  subse- 
quent rewards  pi%'en  to  captain  Watkin^.  ^ 
of  the  Montagu,  and  the  crew,  for. their 
gallantry.    A  poi  iiun  of  these  rewards  (lif 
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lordfhip  argued,  ought  to  have  been  ex- 
tended to  captain  Perring,  and  the  crew 
of  the  Pelham«  instead  of  which,  he  had 
been  discontinued,  and  not  even  head- 
money  had  been  given  to  his  crew.  After 
some  aniniadf  ersions  upon  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Freeling,  wbo>  the  noble  lord  con- 
iended>  had  acted  with  partiality  and  un- 
fairness, he  concluded  by  moving,  «*  That 
the  Papers  relating  to  the  action  between 
the  Pteibam  and  Montagu  packets,  and  the 
Globe  American  privateer,  which  were 
presented  to  the  House  by  Mr.  Win- 
chester upbn  the  25rd  of  February  last, 
be  referred  to  a  Select  Committee/' 

Mh  LUthington  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose 
the  motion  of  the  noble  lora.  He  did 
not  charge  the  captain  of  the  Pelham  with 
cowardice,  but  with  mismanagement ;  the 
consequence  of  which  was,  that  the  Mon- 
tagu wAs  much  distressed  and  nearly 
taken.  He  then  went  into  a  statement  of 
the  facts,  by  which  it  appeared  that 
captain  Watkins  had  behaved  with  the 
utmost  gallantry,  and  had  been  promoted 
CO  the  command  of  the  Montagu,  the 
captain  having  been  killed  in  the  action. 
He  detailed  to  the  House  the  evidence 
taken  before  two  Boards  of  Inquiry  upon 
the  subject,  which,  he  contended,  showed 
that  captain  Watkins  was  highly  deserving 
of  the  rewards  he  had  received. 

Mr.  Fmton  bore  testimony  to  the '  high 
merits  t>f  the  individual  wlio  now  came 
before  the  House  as  a  complainant,  ob- 
serving«  that  captain  Perring's  object  was 
not  to  obtain  any  reward,  but  to  vindicate 
his  character,  and  secure  remuneration 
for  his  crew.  He  said,  it  appeared  by 
the  evidence,  and  might  be  proved  if  the 
Committee  was  granted,  that  the  colours 
of  the  Montagu  were  struck  and  not  shot 
away,  and  that  the  conduct  of  the  com- 
mander in  firing  on  the  American  after 
that  event  was  unwarrantable.  The  mail 
also,  it  would  be  proved,  had  been  thrown 
overboard  by  the  gunner  of  the  Montagu, 
in  the  disorder  in  which  that  ship  was 
after  her  colours  were  struck,  and  not  by 
the  orders  of  captain  Watkinf .  It  would 
also  appear  that  the  log-book  of  the  Mon- 
tagu nad  been  falsified,  as  it  was  there 
itated  that  the  action  lasted  more  than  ap 
hour,  which  lasted  only  ten  minutes.  The 
Montagu  had,  in  fact,  been  re*captured 
by  the  Pelham.  He  should  therefore  vote 
for  the  Committee,  as  the  only  means  of 
doing  justice  to  captain  Perring. 

Mr.  Rose  thought  there  was  no  cause 
for  parliamentary  interference  in  the  case 
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whicb  bad  been  brought  before  the 
House.  It  certainly  appeared  from 
the  evidence,  that  there  had  been  a 
defect  of  judgment  in  the  late  captain 
Norman,  in  ordering  the  Pelham  to  take 
her  station  on  the  lee  bow  of  the  Mon- 
tagu, so  that  she  could  not  bring  her  guns 
to  bear  on  the  enekny.  The  Montagu, 
therefore,  bore  the  brunt  of  the  action, 
17  men  out  of  her  crew,  which  was  only 
24,  being  killed  or  wounded :  60  out  of 
80  of  the  American  ship  were  killed  or 
wounded;  while  only  one  man  of  the 
Pelham  was  wounded.  The  promotion 
of  captain  Watkins,  who  had  so  .gallantly 
fought  the  ship,  was  justified,  mough  it 
was  premature.  He  believed  it  wi^ 
owing  to  the  ignorance  of  captain  Perring, 
that  the  Pelham  had  not  before  been 
brought  into  action.  He  should  oppose 
the  motion. 

Mr.  It  Gordon  opposed  the  motion,  as 
captain  Perring  might,  if  he  chose,  have 
been  tried  before  the  regular  tribunal. 

Mr.  •/.  P,  Grant  supported  the  motion. 

Lord  Nt^aU,  in  his  reply,  described  the 
motives  by  which  he  was  actuated  upon 
this  subject,  namdy,  a  desire  to  place  on 
fair  grounds  the  case  of  an  officer  Who 
had  been  impeached,  and  in  his  judgment 
oppressed,  by  an  ofiice  against  whose  de- 
cision there  was  no  appeal  but  in  that 
House  itself. '  Indeed,  he  could  not  con- 
ceive where  an  officer  officially  s]andere<l 
as  captain  Perring  had  been,  could  look 
for  redress,  if  he  could  not  find  it  in  that 
House. 

The  motion,  was  negatived  without  a 
division. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Fridaj/f'May  5. 

Helleston  Election  Bill.]  The  order 
of  the  day  for  the  second  reading  of  thjs 
Helleston  Election  Bill  being  read. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  if  fre- 
quent and  anxious  consideration  could 
have  brought  him  to  think  th^t  this  Bill 
ought  to  pass,  he  should  certainly  have 
by  this  time  been  of  that  opinion ;  but 
the  more  be  considered  the  nature  of  the 
Bill,  the  more  he  was  convinced  that  it 
ought  to  be  discussed  on  the  principle, 
before  they  adopted  any  further  proceed- 
ings. .  Considermg  the  Bill  in  this  view, 
the  only  motion  which  he  could  recom- 
mend to  their  lordships  on  this  subject 
was,  that  the  Bill  should  be  read  a  second 
time  this  day  m  months.    His  lordship 
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then  repeated  the  objections  which  he 
had  before  stated.  Taking  the  allegations 
io  the  Bill  to  be  true,  it  Appeared  to  him 
to  be  one  which  the  Hoase  coald  not  pass. 
It  differed  essentially  from  all  the  Bills 
for  the  punishment  or  remedy  of  such 
practices  that  had  ever  passed  that  House. 
There  had  been  four  bills  of  the  descrip- 
tion to  which  he  had  alluded ;  the  first 
case,  that  of  Stockbridge,  afforded  no  pre- 
cedent for  this  Bill :  the  next  case  was 
that  of  Shorebam^  where  it  was  proved 
that  there  was  a  society  called  the  Chris- 
tian Society,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
secure  the  return  of  members  of  parlia- 
ment in  an  improper  manner.  This  was 
proved  against  68  of  them  individuallvj 
and  these  68  were  disfranchised  ;  and  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  the  recurrence 
of  the  evil,  freeholders  were  added  as 
▼oters  along  with  those  innocent  oersoiis 
whose  franchises  were  continued.  The 
case  of  Shoreham.  then,  was  one  in  which 
the  guilty,  only,  on  proof  of  the  guilt  of 
each,  had  been  disfranchised:  but  this 
afforded  no  ground  whatever  for  a  Bill 
like  the  present,  which  went  to*  disfran- 
chise the  whole  of  the  electors,  innocent 
and  guilty.*  Then  came  the  cases  of 
CrickTade  and  Ayle^bury»  where  none 
were  disfranchised,  fiot  even  the  guilty, 
though  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such 
corrupt  practices  in  future,  the  rieht  of 
voting  was  extended  to  some  of  the  ad- 
j pining  hundreds.  The  first  objection, 
then,  was,  that  this  was  partly  a  bill  of 
pains  and  penalties,  and  therefore  to  be 
proceeded  upon  according  to  those  strict 
rules  on  which  the  House  acted  in  the 
discharge  of  its  judicial  functions;  and 
looking  at  the  Bill  as  one  which  went  to 
punish  the  innocent  alone  with  the  guilty, 
it  was  impossible  their  lordships,  in  any 
consistency  with  these  rules,  could  give  it 
their  sanction.  Then  another  difficulty 
was,  that,  even  if  they  were  disposed  tO; 
proceed'with  the  Bill,  they  might  pass  it 
on  evidence  which  the  other  House  had 
not  lieard,  and  which  if  they  had*  heard 
they  might  not  have  passed  it  on  that 
ground.  .  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  this 
'  was  insuperable^  or  .that,  their  lordships 
were  by  any  constitutional  principle  pre- 
vented from  passing  it  on  their  own 
grounds  if  they  thought  proper,  whether 
those  grounds  had  been  brought  before 
the  Commons  or  not ;  but  in  a  legislative 
treasure  of  this  description  and  import- 
ance, it  was  desirable  that  the  two  Houses 
should  proceed  upon  the  same  ^roufids. 


Their  lordships  could  not  pass  it  on  the 
evidence  sent  up  from  the  Commons,  for 
this  reason,  among  others,  that  there  was 
hardly  a  page  in  which  questions  did  not 
appear,  which  the  House  of  Lords,  acting; 
on  the  principles  which  he  had  stated^ 
would  suffer  to  be  put,  or  at  least  to  be 
the  foundation  of  ^any  penal  proceeding.  • 
It  had  been  moal  justly  observed  by  a* 
noble  lord  (Grenville),  who  had  paid 
great  attention  to  this  case,  that  though  a 
corporation  might  be  forfeited  by  the  act 
of  tlie  majority,  yet  the  electire  franchise, 
did  not  belong  to  the  freemen  in  their 
corporate  but  m  their  individual  capacity, 
and  therefore  there  was  no  pretence  for 
involving  the  innocent  with  the  guilty. 
On  these  grounds,  and  on  others  to  which 
he  had  before  adverted,  it  appeared  to 
him  impossible  for  their  lordships  to  pass 
this  Bill.  It  might  be  said  that  they 
might  make  the  alterations  in  the  com- 
mittee ;  but  it  wu  far  from  being  a  de- 
sirable course  of  proceeding  to  ma&e  the 
necessary  alterations  in  the  Bill  after  iu 
coming  from  the  other  House,  though 
their  lordships  had  the  power,  he  pre- 
sumed, to  do  so.  Where  they  could  not 
hope  to  alter  the  Bill  so  as  to  make  it  fit 
to  pass,  it  was  useless  to  go  to  the  com- 
mittee with  it;  and  therefore  he  con- 
cluded by  moving,  That  it  be  read  a 
second  time  this  day  six  months. 

Lord  Grenville  said,  that  after  the  at- 
tention he  had  paid  to  this  Bill,  and  the 
steps  he  had  suggested  with  respect  to  itn 
he  thought  it  due  to  the  House  now  to 
state  his  decided  conviction,  that  on  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  the  course  recom- 
mended by  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
was  the  only  one  that  could  be  at  present 
safely  adopted.  The  great  objection  in  ■ 
point  of  principle  to  this  Bill  waS|  that  it 
was  a  bi)l  partly  of  pains  and  penalties^ 
and  had  for  its  ok^ect  to  punish  the  inno- 
cent as  well  as  the  guilty.  He  agreed 
with  the  noble  and  learned  lord  that,  in 
this  view  of  it,  they  must  proceed  with  a. 
r^d  attention  to  those  rules  which  govern 
them  in  the  exercise  of  their,  judicial , 
functions;  and  looking  at  the  Bill,  with 
these  rules  in  view^  be  askect  on  what . 
principle  were  they  to  punish  the  inno- 
cent with  the  guilty  ?  The  great  difficulty 
in  this  novel  case  arose  from  the  combi- 
ning the  two  distinct  objects  of  punish- 
ment and  remedy  in  one  bill;  whereas 
they  ought  to  be  the  subject  of  sepaurate 
bills.  The  rules  applied  to  them  must  be 
difierenti  aiid  rendered  the  proceeding 
I  { 
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«^reme1y  difficalt  where  they  were 
united  in  the  same  measure.  With  re- 
gard to  the  bringing  in  of  a  ne^  bill,  his 
opinion  was,  that  considering  it  as  a  bill 
01  pains  and  penalties,  it  ought  to  ori- 
ginate with  those  who  constituted  the 
gtand  inquest  of  the  nation,  and  not  with 
their  lordships,  who  were  more  accus- 
tomed to  the  exercise  of  the  judicial  func- 
tions with  respect  to  such  matters*  Therfe 
was  another  objection  to  this  measure, 
which  was  this,  that  no  ground  whatever 
was  laid  for  the  application  of  the  specific 
remedy  recominended  rather  than  ano- 
ther ;  tor  when  they  were  thus,  in  effect^ 
putting  an  end  completely  to  the  electi?e 
franchises  of  the  borough  of  Helleston,—- 
he  meant  putting-  an  end  to  them  if  the 
Bill  were  to  pass, — there  appeared  hardly 
any  reason  why  any  other  place  as  well 
as  these  Cornish  hundreds  might  not  re- 
torn  the  two  members  of  parliament  who 
Were  before  returned  by  this  borough. 
If  they  were  to  proceed  upon  the  principle 
of  taxation,  or  population,  or  property,  as 
at  the  Union,  other  places  might  have  a 
better  claim,  supposing  it  necessary  that 
thfe  numbers  of  the  House  of  Commons 
should  be  exactly  the  same  as  at  present. 
He  came  to  the  consideration  of  this  mea- 
aOre,  with  an  opinion  that  it  Was  one  of 
the  same  description  with  those  which 
had  formerly  passed;  and,  therefore,  as 
hie  had  before  stated,  with  a  general  im- 
pression in  its  favour:  but  finding  this  to 
be  quite  a  noTel  proceeding;  sanctioned 
by  no  precedent,  and  glaringly^  objection- 
able in  point  of  principle,  his  opinion  was, 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  passed  by  their 
lordships  in  its  present  shape,  and  that  it 
would  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  make  the 
requisite  alterations  and  amendments,  sup- 
posing they  were  to  suffer  it  to  proceed  to 
the  committee.  It  was  at  any  rate  desir- 
able that  the  proper  measure  should  ori- 
ginate in  the  other  House  J  and  for  these 
reasons  and  others  he  concurred  in  the 
motion. 

Lord  De  DtmslanmUe  coincided  in  the 
propriety  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord's 
motion;  but  suggested  that  it  would  be 
proper  to  hare  the  expenses  defrayed  of 
those  witnesses  who  bad  come  up,  on  ac- 
count of  the  Bill,  from  so  great  a  dist&nce. 

The  Lord  Chanceilor  observed,  that 
what  the  noble  lord  suggested  might  be 
the  subject  of  separate  consideration. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  Bill 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  that 
day  six  monthf < 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  May  5. 

PaopsaTY-TAx  Bill.]  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  th<i 
day  for  the  third  reading  of  th^  Property- 
tax  Bill.  The  (Question  having  been  put 
from  t))e  chair, 

Mr.  Dkkens&n  rbse,  and  daid  he  did  not ' 
think  he  should  be  performing  his  duty 
to  the  country,  if  he  did  not  declare  his' 
hostility  to  this  Bill.  He  thought  it  was 
particularly  oppressive  to  the  agricultu- 
rist, upon  whose  prosperity  the  main  in- 
teresUof  the  state  depended.  He  lamented 
to  state,  that  within  the  last  six  months 
this  class  of  society  had  experienced  the 
greatest  hardships,  and  these  were  not 
alone  confined  to  one  particular  county, 
but  were  felt  universally  throughout  the 
country.  In  support  of  his  assertion,  he 
would  give  an  instance  which  came 
within  his  own  knowledge.  Having  heard 
that  the  farmers  of  the  county  of  Somer- 
set had  been  material  sufferers  from  the 
distresses  of  the  times,  be  had  the  curiosity 
to  Write  to  the  gaoler  of  the  county  to 
ascertain  the  proportion  of  debtors  that 
had  come  under  his  notice  within  the  last 
six  months.  The  result  of  this  inquiry 
was  as  follows :  on  the  2Sd  of  last  No- 
vember, there  were  twenty-three  debtors 
in  prison:  on  December  the  23d,  there 
were  thirty :  on  January  the  23d,  forty- 
five  :  on  February  the  23d,  forty-seven : 
on  March  the  23d,  forty-three ;  and  on 
the  23d  of  the  last  month,  fifty-two — and 
of  that  number,  the  proportion  of  farmers 
was  on6-fourth.  Under  'such  circum- 
stances, h^  thought  the  burthen  which 
this  tax  was  about  again  to  throw  on  this 
useful  class  of  the  community  was  highly 
reprehensible ;  and  the  more  so  from  the 
mode  of  assessing  their  property,  which 
was  taken  at  three- fourths  of  their  rental. 
This  plan  of  assessment  he  thought  pecu- 
liarly objectionable,  inasmuch  as  no  al- 
lowance whatever  was  made  for  the  pro- 
bable loss  of  the  farmer  in  the  pursuit  of 
his  business.  The  profits  of  the  farmer, 
he  contended,  were  as  easily  asceftaiifked 
as  those  of  a  merchant  or  tradesman,  and 
he  saw  no  reason  why  he  should  not  have 
similar  advantages  with  those  individuals. 
Unfortunately,  however,  he  had  no  means 
of  escaping  the  tax,  whatever  might  be 
the  extent  of  his  loss,  or  however  dispro- 
portionate his  profits  might  be  to  the 
scale  upon  which  hb  assessment  was 
taken.     These  obserrations   struck  hinx 
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•o  forciUf  ,  Ihil  be  coaiidered  it  of  the 
utOHMt  imporunce,  if  tbe^Bill  4>efore  th* 
HoiMe  was  to  pats,  that  ii'aboald  pan  in 
a  thapa  as  iiui«  objectionable  a*  pottible. 
With  this  feeling,  he  wished  to  propoie 
an  aoieodnient,  toe  object  of  which  woold 
be  to  render  the  farmer  liable  to  the  same 
mode  of  assessment  as  the  merchant  or 
trader. 

Alderman  C.  Smkk  did  not  consadjer 
that  the  Atrmers  had  more  reason  to  com- 
plain of  the  operation  of  the  tax  than  any 
other  class  of  indit idoals.  With  respect 
lo  the  principle  of  the  uz  itself,  he  con- 
sidered, under  existing  circumstances,  and 
the  necessity  of  empowering  his  Migesty's 
ministers  to  opbold  the  interests  and  ge* 
neral  welfiirc  of  the  country,  that  it  was 
onobjectionable. 

Mr.  Hanut  regarded  the  tax  as  not 
more  injorioos  to  the  commercial  than  to 
ail  the  other  great  interests  in  which  the 
safety  and  stability  of  the  stale  were  in- 
volved. He  feared  that  the  description 
given  by  his  hon.  friend  of  the  county  in 
which  be  resided  was  but  too  generally 
applicable,  and  certainly  understood  that 
in  Scotland  the  tenantry  were  in  a  de- 
clining statjc.  No  one  who  looked  upon 
4be  prosperous  state  of  agriculture  as  the 
source  and  foontain*bead  of  our  national 
resources,  could  contemplate  this  state  of 
things  without  alarm  for  the  consequences. 
The  opinions  of  the  House  had  not  long 
since  been  divided  upon .  a  measure  in- 
tended for  the  relief  of  the  agricultural 
interest,  but  there  was  then  no  dispute  as 
to  the  fact  of  the  distress  which  existed. 
The  right  hon.-  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, however,  was  now  about  to  esta- 
blish, without  any  modification,  an  im- 
poflttion,  which  in  their  flourishing  con- 
dition was  found  grievous  and  oppressive ; 
and  which,  thereforei  in  their  present  cir- 
cumstances of  embarrassment,  must  prove 
odious  and  intolerable.  It  was  a  singular 
time  for  selecting  rent  as  the  ground  of 
assessment  to  a  tax  on  income,  when  the 
difficulty  or  inability  of  the  farmer  to  pay 
his  rents  at  present  was  notorious  and 
undisputed.  If  rent  was  in  some  years  a 
fair  criterion  of  farming  profits,  it  could 
not  be  fair  in  a  year  during  which  there 
were  no  profiis.  If  farmers  could  pro- 
duce their  accounts  in  the  same  regular 
form  in  which  the  accounts  of  commer- 
cial men  were  preserredj  he  could  not 
imagine  what  objections  existed  against 
administering  to  the  former  the  same  re- 
lief, and  applying  the  same  regulations  as 
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those  under  which  the  assessment  of 
trading  profits  was  conducted.  The  right 
hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
might  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  complaiiiK 
against  a  measure  not  more  injurious  to 
individuals  than  dangerous  to  the  true 
interest  of  the  state;  but  he  would  venture 
to  predict  that  those  complaints  would 
soon  reach  him  in  a  far  different  tone,  and 
in  a  tone  far  less  desirable  with  a  view  to 
the  general  advantage  of  the  country. 

The  CkwtceUor  ^  the  Escheqmr  said» 
that' in  point  of  form  the  amendment  pro* 
posed  by  the  hon.. gentleman  could  not 
then  be  received :  be  was  not  at  all  d»> 
sirous  of  taking  shelter,  however,  under 
that  circumstance,  conceiving,  as  he  did^ 
that  the  proposition  wu  one  which  ad« 
mitted  of  the  best  possible  answer.  If  it 
were  not  so,  the  House  could  easily  find 
a  remedy  for  the  evil  complained  of  by  a 
separate  bill.  Alihough  he  was  ready 
to  admit  that  the  agriculture  of  the  coon^ 
try  had  for  some  time  past  been  in  a 
state  of  depression,  yet  he  by  no  meant 
thought  the  remedy  proposed  by  the  hon. 
gentleman  was  one  likely  to  produce  any 
very  beneficial  tff^U  If  ever  there  waa 
a  time  in  which  the  House  could  justly 
be  accused  of  not  paying  due  atteotioa 
to  the  interests  of  the  agriculturist,  ha 
thought  it  was  not  in  the  present  session. 
When  the  Property-tax  was  first  intro- 
duced, gre'at  difficulties  were  encountered 
in  suggesting  a.  mode  of  ascertaining  the 
profit  of  the  farmer.  At  first  it  was  pro* 
posed  to  assess  that  clam  of  individuals  in 
the  same  manner  with  other  persdns  liable 
to  the  tax ;  but  when  it  was  considered, 
that  upwards  of  a  million  of  returns  were 
made  annually,  it  was  at  once  concluded 
that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  com- 
missioners to  give  that  sort  of  attention  to 
those  returns,  which,  to  render  the  tax  at 
all  productive,  would  be  necessary.  It 
was  at  length,  therefore,  resolved,  as  the 
most  equitable  mode  of  proceeding,  to 
take  the  assessments  upon  that  general 
average  of  profit  as  compared  with  the 
rent,  which  experience  had  justified. 
This,  he  imagined,  would  still  be  found 
the  best  as  well  as  the  fairest  plan.  It 
was  for  the  House  to  decide,  however, 
whether  the  amendment  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman was  now  admissible.  It  appeared 
to  him,  that,  in  point  of  form,  no  amend- 
ment could  now  be  introduced,  as  the 
committee  on  the  Bill  had  only  been  in- 
structed to  revive  and  continue  it. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  at  that' moment 
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no  qaestioD  could '  arise  beyond  that  be- 
fore the  Houae,  namely,  whether  tlie  Bill 

.  ahoold  then  be  read  the  third  time  or  not? 
It  the  Bill  was  read  the  third  time,  an 
opportunity  would  then  offer  for  proposing 
any  amendment  consistent  with  the  title 
of  the  Bill. 

Mr,  Frwddand  Ltm$  agreed  to  the 
measure  in  its  present  state,  only  on  the 
principle  of  its  enactment  for  a  limited 
time,  and  that  if  necessity  shoald  demand 
•Is  continuance,  a  fall  opportunity  would 
be  afforded  of^  discussing  what  improve- 
liients  it  was  capable  of  receiving*  He 
kad  always  thought  the  principle  of  as- 
sessment applied  to  the  profits  of  cultiva- 
iion  most  preposterous :  it.  in  fact,  re- 
aolved  itself  into  this,  that  if  the  tenant 
did  not  pay  his  proportion/  the  landlord 
must  pay  it  for^  him.  Now.  if  it  was  se- 
riously meant  that  the  proprietors  of  land 
ought  to  pay  15  t>r  20  instead  of  10/.  per 
cent.,  the  object  should  be  stated  openly, 
mnd  fairly  discussed.  For  his  own  part, 
•he  could  conceive  no  argument  by  which 
iucb'te  principle  could  be  justified.  There 
>vas  a  prevalent  belief,  and  nothing  could 
be   more  erroneous.- that  the  profits  of 

.  itock  or  capital  vested  in  the  cultivation 
«f  land  were  very  large.     There  were, 
undoubtedly,  some  very  wealthy  farmers; 
but  he  could  st^te.  on  good  authority,  that 
in  many  counties  both  of  £ngland'  and 
Scotland,  the-  farmers  tilled  *  their  land 
with  their  •  own  hands,  and  encountered 
the  greatest  difficulties,  after  paying  tases 
tand  poor-rates;  in  making  out  their  sub- 
sistence.    He  was  satisfied  that  in  many 
instances,  a  tax  of  l«.  6d  in  the  podnd  upon 
the  rent,  had'  amounted  to  not  less  than 
35/.  per  cent.  on. the  farmer's  profits. 
'     Mr.  Cakrafi  concurred  with  the  last 
.'Speaker,  that  the  measure  was  liable  to 
many  objections,  not  only- as  it  afiected 
commercial  and   fariuing  capitalists,   but 
as  it  affected   professional  men.  and  the 
profits  of  skill  and  industry.     He  should 
-give  it  his  support  at  present,  because  he 
believed  no  substitute  could  be  found  for 
•  it.. and  because  he  did  net  believe  it  could 
beso'roodrfied  this  year  as  to  meetnhe 
very   difierent    wishes    of   the    different 
,  classes  of  the  community. 

Mr.  I>.  Giddfy  wished  to  ask  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  whether  any 
abatement  would   be  made  to  landlords 

.    and  tenant^  in  the  assessment  under  this 
Bill,  ^or  redociions  made,  in  their  rents 
during,  the  present  period  of  distress  ? 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  answered. 
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that  bothMandlord  and  tenant  would  cer« 
tainly  by  this  Bill  be.  entitled  to  every 
fair  deduction  under  such  circuqistanc($s.  * 

Mr.  Grenfell  explafned,  that  he  meant 
the  remarks  he  bad  made  on  commis- 
sioners, on  a  former  occasion,  to  apply 
only  to  those  v^hoi  belonged  to  the  Board 
of  Taxes  in  Somerset-place. 

Sir  M,  W.  Ridley  observed,  that  his  ob« 
jections  to  the  measure  were  insuperable. 
,and  he  should  therefore  take  the  sense  of 
the  House  upon  it.  He  looked  at  it  in  no 
qther  light  than,  as  a  war  tax ;  and  be- 
lieving the  war  to  be  unnecessary,  ha 
would  not  put  into  the  hands  of  ministers 
the  fatilities  and  the  temptation  for  car- 
rying it  on.  If  the  Executive  had  lesa 
means,  they  would  have  -  less  disposition 
for  again  plunging  the  country  into  hos- 
tilities ;  and  he.  for  one.  would  rather  pay 
towards  the  limited  expense  of  maintain* 
ing  an  armed  truce  than  contribute  to  the 
wasteful  expenditure  of  an  impolitic  and 
unnecessary  war :  he.  for  one.  wonld 
rather  suffer  the  «'  ills  we  have,  than  fly 
to  others  which  we  know  not  of ;"  and 
with  these  impressions,  should  move  that 
the  Bill  be  read  a  third  time  that  day  six 
months. 

Mr.  Lockkari  considered  the  Bill  ne« 
cessary  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  Go- 
vernment with  the  view  of  preventing  an 
unnecessary  effusion  of  blocKl.  He  thought, 
however,  that  some  method  should  :  be 
adopted  to  relieve  the  agriculturist  from 
the  oppressive  manner  in  which  the  Bill 
at  present  bore  on  his  interests. 

Sir  Mm  Newport  said,  he  could  not  con- 
ceive how  many  of  those  gentlemen,  who 
at  its  first  introduction  had  opposed  the 
Bill.-  could  now  reconcile  themselves  to 
t|ieir  support  of  it.  It  had.  been  said  by 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchenoer.  as  a 
reason  for  not  making  any  modifications^ 
or  giving  any  opportunity  for  appeal 
against  the  assessments,  that  if  complaints 
were  listened  to.  a  miUion  would  be  poured 
in.  Was  the  House,  therefore,  to  pass  a 
measure  which  was  so  widely,  oppressive, 
and  was  it  to  be  stated  io  support  of  legis- 
lative injustice,  that  it  was.  not  limited  in 
its  extent  ?  His  own  objection  to  the  tax 
was  to  the  principles— that  it  was  unequal 
•and  oppressive  in  its  operation— that  it 
granted  power  to  certain  persons,  which* 
in  a  free  country,  should  never  be  granted.; 
but  he  did  not  see  how  those  who '  had 
grounded  their  support  to  it.  on  the  idea 
that  they  would  be  able  to  obtain  modi- 
fications^ could  persist  in  their  support 
I 
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wbcnthe  Bill  wu  to  be  read  a  third  time 
withoat  thoie  modificaiionft»  whicb  from 
the  firsts  to  do  him  justice,  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  refuted  to*§p*ant. 
Neither  could  he  cbniieDt  to  propagate  to 
manifett  a'delusioo,  that*  fciy  patting  the 
Tax,  the  Hooie  showed  tka^  the  retoorcet 
of  the  country. Vrek^  inexhautlihle«  when 
their  tottering' itate,  eten^with  the  aid  of 
this  moat  oppressive  measure,  must  have 
been  manifest  to  every  one  who  attended 
the  dehatea  of  the  House.  *  He  should, 
therefore,  Tote  against  the  Bill.  • 
-  Mr.  Shtrga  homne  wished  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  baronet,  whether  he  would 
prefer  the  plan  of  resorting  to.  the  funding 
system,  to  that  of  railing  the  supplies 
within  the  year ;  and  whether  he  thought 
it  was  possible  to  raise  the  soppliea  within 
the  year  by  any  other  principle  of  taxa- 
tion ?  With  respect  to  the  facilities  which 
the  tax  furnished  to  the  Executive  Govern* 
ment  for  entering  upon  and  carrying  on 
wars,  he  had  often  heard  the  same  argu- 
ment formerly  applied  to  the  funding 
system.;  and  the  character  of  the  Income- 
tax  originally  wai,  that  it  would  serve  to 
teach  .  the  country  what  were  the .  real 
consequences  and  cost  of  war.  As  to  the 
observation  of  the  right  hon.  baronet,  that 
there  were  no  circumstances  whicb  could 
justify  the  present  measure,  he  wu  consi- 
derably surprised  atit,  as  he  understood  him 
to  have  concurred  in  it,  in  the  year  1806. 
The  right  hon.  baronet  had  voted  for  the 
Address,  promising  to  enable  Government 
to  carry  on  war,  if  it  should  be  necessary ; 
and  yet  he '  now  opposed  the  only  means 
by  which,  war  could  be  e9ectua]ly  main- 
tained. 

Sir  John  Ntwpori  explained,  that  he 
had  not  said  no  circumstances,  but  that 
scarcely  any  circumstances  could  justify 
such  a  tax  as  that  now  proposed.  He 
begged  also  to  state,  that  his  vote  on  a 
former  night  was  given  under  a  delusion. 

Mr.  Phmketi  «aid,  he  could  not  concur 
with  his  right  hon.  friend  (sir  J.  Newport) 
in  opposing  the  third  reading  of  this  Bill ; 
because,  by  doing  so,  he  should  be  with- 
drawing that  credit  from  the  Executive 
Government  wbiQh  he  had .  already  con- 
fided in  them.  When  last  he  was  in  the 
House,  his  right  hon.  friend,  as  well  as  the 
House  in  general,  had  concurred  in  voting 
an  Address  to  the  Prince  Regent*  declaring 
their  conTictionof  the  necessity  of  aug- 
menting our  forces  by  sea  and  land,  and 
of  a  cordial  co-operation  with  our  Allies. 
Waalt  the  pleaaare  of  the  House  that  this 


pledge  should  be  redeemed  ?  If  so,  on 
what  ground  wu  the  present  tax  opposed  ? 
He  did  not  wish  lo  antici(>ate  the  question 
of  peace  or  war,  however  willing  he^ 
might  be  at  a  proper  season  to  deliirer.his 
sentiments  upon  that  <  subject ;  but  he 
should  be  glad  torknow;  whether  any  per-- 
son  was  of  opinion,*  that  without  this  tax, 
an  augmentation  lof  x>ur  forces  by  sea*  and 
land  could  be  eOeoted  ?  Was  it  the  opinioa 
of  his  right-  hon.  friend,  or  .of;  any  other 
member  in  the  House,  that.we  should  dis- 
arm ^t  the  prtient  moment?  , Would  hie 
right  hon.  friend  say,  whether,  situated  aa 
we  at  present  were  with  regard  to  •France, 
we  shoi^ld  desist,  from  an  augmentation  of 
our  forces  by  sea  and  land — or  whether, 
in  a  state  of  oflence  or  .defence,  this  .mea- 
sure was  not  neceasary  ?  He  was  satisfied 
his, right  hon.  friend  acted  from  a  con- 
scientious feeling  of  duty  ;  he  should 
think  he  departed  from,  bis  doty,  however, 
if  he  faiied>to  enable  his  Majesty's  Go* 
vemment  to  do  that  'which  be  hadal- 
rjeady  declared  he  considcted  necessary. 
His  right  hon.  friend  had  declared,  that 
his  vote '  of  a  former  night  had  been  oil- 
taiued  by  delusion.  Recurring  to  the 
vote  which  he  (Mr.  P.)  had  given  on  that 
night,  he  could  only  say  he  was  under  no 
delusion — he  was  not  imposed  upon  or  de-^ 
ceived.  The  ground  of  deception  stated 
by  his  right  hon.  friend  was,  that  when 
called  upon  to  vote  the  resolution  of  aa 
augmentation  of  our  forces  by  sea  and 
land,  by  the  lioble  lord  (Castlereagb), 
that  noble  lord  had  not  stated  to  the 
House,  that  at  that  time  he  waa  in  poa- 
sesslon  of  the  Treaty  with  the  Allies, 
whicb  had  been  ratified  on  the  part,  of 
this  country.  His  (Mr.  Plunkett's)  opiuioa 
was,  that  if  the  noble  lord  had  communi- 
cated that  Treaty  to  the  House,  he  would 
have  departed  from  his  duty,  because  he' 
would  have  tberebv  evinced  a  determi- 
nation  to  go  to  war,  and  have  induced  the 
other  Powers  of  Europe,  to  calLmore  im-» 
periously  on  this  country  for  its  assistance 
-—consequences  which  would  not  bava 
been  grateful  to  his  right  hon.  friend.  So 
far  as  the  noble  lord  had  gone,  the  ques- 
tion of  peace  or  war  was  doubtful ;  and 
the  noble  lord  only  pledged  the  House  to 
augment  our  forces  by  sea  and  land,  and 
cordially  to  .cO-operate  with  our  Allies  in 
whatever  measures  the  safety  of  Eoropo 
might  seem  to  require.  Parliament  wav 
now  called  upon  to  fulfil  that  pledge— 
for  one,  he  was  willing- to  abide  by  hia 
Tote  of  %  fpraier  pight,  mi  k^  wooldl 
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vote  the  same  way,  if  the  opportanity.  oc* 
curred  again. 

Mr.  W.  Smiih  said,  tbat  the  powers 
granted  under  the  Property*  tax  were  such 
as  bad  never  been  found  tolerable  at  any 
formed  period.  They  had  been  granted 
with  a  tax  nt  the  time  t>f  King  William, 
but  the  t»x  was  soon  dropped.  The 
greatest  recommen<iation  to  the  Bill  was 
that  it  would  continue  but  for  a  yean 

Mr.  ■/.  P,  Gram  opposed  the  motion, 
and  oblerred  that  no  circumstances  would 
justify  the  imposition  of  a  tax  which  did 
not  attach  solely  on  property  or  expend!- 
ture,  but  fell  with  equal  severity  on  the 
annuitant,  and  ,on  the  freeholder,  on  the 
professional  man  and  the  man  of  property. 

Mr.  Wjftm  was  of  opinion,  that  it  was 
not  because  the  time  of  receiving  petitions 
had  passed,  that  the  different  towns  had 
not  met  for  the  consideration  of  this  mea- 
sure. It  was  still  competent  for  them  to 
sieet,  and  instruct  their  representatives 
how  to  act ;  but  the  real  fact  was,  that 
the  same  honburable  motive  which  in- 
duced the  country  to  submit  to  it  on  a 
hte  occcasion,  now  fully  subsisted  to  re- 
concile them  to  its  revival.  He  was  not 
to  sanguine  as  an  hon.  alderman  in  the 
idea,  that  the  tax  could  be  made  *'  a  com- 
fortable thing''  to  the  people;  at  the 
flame  time  he  fegretted,  in  justice  to  their 
feelings,  that  the  noble  lord's  (Milton) 
proposition,  on  a  former  night,  to  em- 
power thecommiltee  to  amend  the  Act, 
if  they  thought  proper,  had  not  met  the 
concurrence  of  the  House.  If  the  Act 
Teqoired  modification,  its  existence  being 
limited  to  one  year  ought  not  to  prevent 
the  amendment  from  taking  place.  As 
the  Bill  had  gone  on  so  far  as  the  third 
reading,  and  as  no  alternative  remained, 
but  either  to  adopt  it  as  it  stood,  or  reject 
h  altogether,  he  felt  it  bis  duty  to  support 
the  tax,  believing  it  the  only  one  likely 
to  be  effective  under  the  present  crisis  of 
public  affairs. 

•The  House  then  divided: 
For  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill  160 

Against  it  ^ ;.,«    29 

Majority —131 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Listofihe  MiMorUy. 

Atkins,  J.  Cavendish,  C, 

Athcrly,  A.  Grant,  J.  P. 

Brand,  hon.  T.  Gordon,  R. 

Bennet,  hon.  U.  6.  Greenhill,  R. 

G«lverty€.  Uoniby,£« 


Ibrmgn  SZove  fMk  Sill. 
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Lefevre,  C.  S. 
lioyd,  J.M. 
Langton,  Gore 
Monck,  sir  C. 
Moore,  P. 
Martin,  J. 
Mackintosh,  sir  J. 
Newport,  Sir  J. 
Plummer,  W. 
Ponsonb^r,  rt.  hon«  G. 
Piggott,  sir  A.     ^ 


Rowk^,  shr  Wm. 
KusselL  lord  Wm. 
Shaw,  R, 
Stanley,  lord 
Smith,  W. 

Walpole,  hon.  CL 
Whitbread,  S. 

TELLERS* 

C.  C.  Western 
Sir  M.  W.  Ridky. 


FoRBioM  Sla¥b  Trade  Bilu]  Th« 
House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee otf  the  Bill  to  prohibit  British  sub* 
jects,  or  persons  resident  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  from  lending  capital  or  doing 
other  acts  to  assist  the  carrying  on  of  the 
Slave  Trade  to  colonies  belonging  to  fo« 
reign  slates, 

Mr.  Baring  rose  to  object  to  the  Bill  in 
its  present  state,  particularly  ^i^  was  to 
ha^e  an  immediate  operation  in  the  difie« 
rent  quarters  of  the  world.  He  was  ready 
to  concur  in  any  measure  which  tended 
to  crush  this  odious  traffick.  Let  the  mea« 
sore  of  punishment  be  capital,  if  they 
pleased,  although  he  saw  no  reason  to 
think  the  last  Act  had  proved  inoperative; 
but  let  it  not  at  once  confound  the  inno* 
cent  with  the  goilty.  The  clause  to 
which  he  particularly  objected,  was  that 
whicb  rendered  it  penal,  and  punished  as 
felons,  those  who  lent  any  money  upon 
mortgage,  bond,  or  loan,  tn  any  of  the 
islands  which  still  trafficked  in  slaves. 
This  unqualified  sweep  wouki .  at  once 
extinguish  the  trade  which  existed  be* 
tween  this  country  and  the  Spanish  settle* 
ments;  for  it  was  impossible  to  carry  on 
this  trade  without  that  species  of  credit; 
which  would  be  made  criminal  by  this  Act, 

Mr.  Barham  suggested  the  propriety  of 
allowing  the  Bill  to  go  through  its  pre« 
sent  stage ;  he  would-  then  be  ready  to 
adopt  any  suggestion  which  his  hon. 
friend  might  deem  expedient. 

Mr.  BortJi;^  suggested,  that  with  refe- 
rence to  the  time  of  the  Bill's  operation, 
"  from  and  after  the  lit  of  August,"  would 
be  a  desirable  introduction. 

Mr.  Barham  replied,  that  the  reason 
why  he  wished  it  to  stand  from  the  pre- 
sent period  was,  that  there  were  persons 
now  in  London  'endeavouring  to  procure 
money  for  the  Slave  traffick,  who  would 
thereby  be  deterred  from  following  ep 
their  speculation. 

Mr.  torlfis  said,  that  the  1st  of  August 
would  not  be  a  sufficient  time  for  our 
stttjjecti^B  the  East  Indies. 
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Sir  /.   MaeUitlodk  was  of  tho   sane 

•pinion. 

Sir  X  NimpiBri*tom\d  mo  no  necetiity 
for  Ibis  ooiioo,  ot  Ibe  Logitlataro  was  not 
Hitro^Qcing  a  new  pnnithmeni  for  a  now 
oCbnce,  b«t  aogmonting  a  ponalty  alroady 
enacted  for  an  old  one. ' 

Mr.  .Faiiay  thooghc  it  adWiaMe  that 
penons  who  bad  peconiarr  concerns  with 
tbe  cotoaiet,  sboeld  know  bow  tbey  migbt 
be  Netted  by  tbia  Act 

Mr.  Dougiat  tbooght  an  arrangement 
migbt  be  made  wbiob  would  imite  tbe 
wiSiet  of  all  pantee. 

Mr.  IV,  Smith  agreed  with  bis  right  bon. 
friend  (sir  J«  Newport),  that  there  was  no 
necessity  for  graniing  tbii  concession— it 
would  be  quite  different  If  tbey  were 
aboat  to  ponisb  a  new  species  of  offence. 
Tbey  mieht  as  well  ezp«-ct,  that,  if  an 
increase  %i  pnnisbment  was  abooi  to  be 
attached  upon  pick-pockets,  those  worthy 
persons  should  bare  the  privilege  of  their 
ingenotty  with  impunity,  ontil  they  could  | 
be  courteously  informed  of  the  additional 
penalty  which  they  would  incur.  If  tbe 
Act  was  already  forbidden,  that  was  noti* 
fication  enough.  Soppose,  for  instance, 
the  present  penalty  tor  being  connected 
with  tbe  Slave  Trade,  was  50/.  per  man, 
and  it  was  intended  to  make  it  100^  would 
it  be  deemed  necessary  to  stay  the  enact- 
ment until  doe  notice' were  served  upon 
the  probable  delinquents  ?  The  principle 
was  inadmissible,  and  seemed,  indeed,  to 
savour  a  little  of  that  spirit  which  looked 
on  the  Slave  Trade  as  if  it  were  not  a 
crime. 

Mr.  jBorntf  regretted  that  any  thing 
wbich  fell  mm  bim  in  the  committee, 
could  be  so  misconstrued  as  to  imply  his 
toleration  of  so  odious  a  crime.  It  was  a 
little  too  bard  that  gentlemen  who  merely 
wbbed  to  amend  tbe  form  of  a  meifkure, 
shouki  be  stigmatised  with  a  charge  so 
seriously  affecting  their  character,  as  that 
of  being  friepdly  to  this  detestable  traffick. 
Tbey  only  wanted  that  the  clause  should 
be  filled  up  consistently  with  justice,  and 
that  an  Act  passed  in  England  on  the 
5th  of  May,  should  not  commence  its 
operation  in  India,  on  the  day  after.  It 
had  been  argued  as  if  it  were  a  mere 
onestien  of  a  pecuniary  ni^ture,  when,  in 
net,  it  was  the  application  of  a  crim^  of 
fclony,  towards  penons  who  had  no  know- 
ledge of  the  consequences  they  were  in- 
curring, by  a  disposal  of  money  in  the 
fair  course  of  Irnde  with  those  islands, 
but  who  were  Ihoreby  exposed  to  tbe  in* 
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flictioQ  of  a  severe  punishment,  for  tbe 
commission  of  an  offenire  of  which  they 
were  wholly  Ignorant.  Was  this  con* 
sisleot  with  common  sense^common  jus« 
tice,  or  common  law  f 

Mr.  Dsaglos  tboogbt  the  case  of  of« 
fenders  under  the  present  Act,  wss  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  persons  who  bad  no* 
toriously  violated  the  law. 

Mr.  A  Oidd^  contended  for  the  safe 
principle  of  promulgating  a  law,  beforo 
it  was  called  into  active  operation. 

Mr.  Parhet  disavowed  having  any  in* 
terest  in  countenancing  tbe  Slave-trade, 
but  tboogbt  it  advisable  that  his  frienda 
in  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  tbe  East 
Indies  should  be  aware  of  the  alteration 
proposed,  for  the  purpose  of  guarding 
themaelves  against  its  consequences. 

Mr.  W'.  Smiih  applaoded  tbe  manly- 
feeling  which  pervaded  all  who  had  al« 
ready  spoken  upon  this  subject,  and  folly 
disavowed  having  meant  to  cast  any  im* 
proper  reflection  on  any  of  those  with 
whom  he  differed,  particularly  his  bon. 
friend  (Mr.  Baring). 

After  a  few  words  from  lord  Milton 
^nd  sir  James  Mackintosh,  relative  to  the 
regulation  df  tbe  foreign  boundaries,  the 
foUowing  clause  was  adopted  f  **  That  the 
Bill  shoiild  have  operation  within  three 
months  after  its  enactment,  in  all  parts  of 
Europe,  Africa,  the  West  Indies,  and  the 
Eastern  couts  of  .  the  Mediterranean ; 
and,  in  six  months,  in  all  the  parts  of  the 
world  beyond  tbe  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
Cape  Horn,  the  East  Indies,^'  ^c. 

On  the  clause  making.it  felony  in  any 
British  subject  to  lend  money  on  the  se^ 
curity  of  any  land  or  other  property  in 
any  foreign  island  or  colony,  in  which 
the  Slave-trade  is  not  abolished, 

Mr.  Bark^  objected  strongly  to  the 
extent  of  this  provision,  because  it  would 
serve  to  pot  an  end  to  all  traffick  on  our 
part  with  the  places  alluded  to,  for  with- 
out credit  trade  coold  not  go  on.  There 
were,  it  was  notorious,  several  British  and 
other  merchants  in  those  places,  who 
were  engaged  in  many  commercial  trans- 
actions unconnected  with  the  Slave-trade; 
and  would  it  be  just  to  prohibit  British 
subjects  from  making  any  adyance  to,  or 
receiving  any  security  from  such  places  ? 
He  was  aware  of  the  motives  which  gave 
birth  to  this  clause.  An  apprehension 
prevailed  among  British  planters,  aikl 
probably  in  the  mind  of  the  bon.  mover, 
that  British  merchants  were  in  the  same 
habit  of  making  loans  to  the  planters  of 
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foreigD  colonies  as  to  oar  own  planters, 
bat  tbis  Re  knew  to  be  an  unfounded,  or 
at  least,  a  very  exaggerated  apprehension. 
From  the  Braoils,  however,  our  merchants 
were  obliged  to  receive .  securities  to  a 
considerable  amoutit  in  return  for  our 
exports,  and  our  trad[e  from  that  quarter 
muH  cease,  if  the  acceptance  of  such  se- 
cnrities  were  made  a  felony, .  Another 
point  to. which  he  objected,  was.thd  sum- 
nary  tribunal,  which  was  to  judge  of  the 
guilt  of  transactions,  often,  from  their 
nature,  very  complicated.  The  supposed 
offenders  were  to  be  tried  in  the  same 
manner  as  pirates;  that  is,  it  was  com- 
petent for  any  naral  captain,  afloat  or 
ashore#  to  call  together  a  council  of  seven 
persons,  not  under  the  rank  of  mates 
(which  was  little  better  than  a  common 
sailor's  station),  and  to  decide  as  they 
thought  proper  upon  the  quality  of  an 
offence;  for  which  such  a  punishment  was 
prepared.  Let  the  Act  be  made  as  strong 
as  possible  to  visit  those  who  might  be 
found  connected  with  the  Slave-trade, 
bat  let  it  not  be  open  to  the  introduction 
of  so  many  abused.    ' 

Mr.  Wynn  proposed  the  addition  of  the 
words  ''  or  other  dominions* or  tcrrito* 
ries,''  in  order  to  render  the  clause  suffi- 
ciently comprehensive., 

Mr.  Baring  thought,  the  clause  unne- 
cessarily extensive,  even  with  a  view  to' 
the  hon.  mover's  object,  and,  declaring 
that  he  should  have  no  objection  to  the 
measure^  if  duly  limited,  proposed  the 
insertion  of  these  words,  ^  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  on  the  Slave-trade:'' 
To  this  trade,  be  was  as  averse  as  any 
gentleman  in  that  House ;  but  he  felt  it 
just  and  expedient  to  protect  other  com- 
mercial dealings  from  the  visitation  of 
this  law.  -  '  ... 

Mr.  Barham  opposed  this  amendment. 
He  first  corrected  a  mistake  pf  his  hon. 
friend,  relative  to  the  mode  of  trying  of* 
fenders.  The  tribunal  which  had  been 
stated,  could  only  exist  where  the  parties 
were  tried  on  the  high  seas.  If  the  amend* 
men t  were  adopted,  the  whole  Bill  would 
be  rendered  nugatory.  It  would  be  then 
a  declaratory,  not  a  binding,  enactment. 
With  reference ,  to  the  trade  which  the 
hon.  member  supposed  would  be  inter- 
rupted by  this  Bill,  unless  it  had  lately 
become  greatly  altered  indeed,  so  far  from 
protecting  it,  its  discouragement  would, 
in  a  political,  sense,  be. highly. salatary. 
The  House  would  not,  he  trusted,  after 
their  efforts  for  twenty  years,  enter  into 
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tbis  ques,tioix  with  a  view  of  dismsaipj^:  it 
upon  its  quantum  of  profit,  instead  orita 
quantum. of  guilt.  The  clause  asit  then 
stood  was  actually  necessary,  otherwise 
the  greatest  temptation  to  evasion  would 
be.  afforded,  with  the  utmost  facility  of 
success.  The  Bill,  was,  in  fact,  to  pre*, 
vent,  as  far  as  legislative  interposition 
could  accompjish,  the  crime  of  the  Slave* 
trade  where  it  still  existed.  Suppose,  for 
instance,  a  planter  .at  Cuba, 'St.  Croix,  or 
any  other,  place,  ;wants  ,  to  raise  money 
from  a  merchant. to  carry  on  this  traffick—* 
they  knew  well  a  respectable  individual 
would,  not  enter  into  a  connexion  of  tbis 
sort,  ,but  they  also  kdew  thel'n  were  many 
others  who  wouM.  The  planter  will  not 
say,  "Lend  me,  10,000/.  to  buy  400 
slaves,'^  for  he  knows  the  merchant  could 
not  make  ths^t  contract ;  but  be.  will  say, 
'*  You  shall  have  a  mortgage  for^hat.sqm, 
on  your  own  terms,  upon  my  estate."  This 
at  once  decided  the  roattor — the  money 
bargain  was  closed.  Now,  let  the  House 
look  to  the  temptation  for  entering  into 
such  .contracts.  The  price  of  slaves  for 
Cuba,'  including  every  expense  of  risk, 
except  that  which  this  Bi,ll  imposed,  was^ 
about  Q5i,  each :  for  our  own  islands,,  the 
price  was.  100/.;  it  foll0wed,  therefore, 
that  the  price  of  labour  was  four  limes 
cheaper  in  the  former,  and  the  profit  four 
times  as  grei^as  in  our  own  islands.  /If  it 
created  a  profit  of  10  per  cent,  in  the  lat* 
ter,  it  produced  40  in  the  ether,  thereby- 
leaving  to  the  planter  and  merchant  a  di- 
vidend of  20  per  cent.  By  British  capi- 
tal, all  the  Spanish  Slave-trade,  a  great, 
part  of  the  Portuguese,  .and  one  ha|f  the 
Danish,  was  carried  on.  Eleven  millions- 
had  been  sent  to  Demerara  upon  a  former 
occasion  tp  form  a  capital  for  .this  trade, 
and  considerable  sums  bad  been  sent  out 
since  the  last  peace  for  a  similar  purpoee. 
He  was  well  informed,  that  there  were 
persons  in  this  town  at  the  present  moment 
negociating  for  loans,  With  a  view  to  gain 
by  the  nefarious  traffick  to  which  the  Bill 
applied.  But  it  was  impossible  that  Par* 
liament  would  allow  such  speculations  to 
succeed;  for,  exclusive  of  its  defire  to 
discountenance  the  Slave-trade,  there 
were,  various  considerations  of  general  po- 
licy applicable  to  both  war  and  peace, 
which  should  urge. us  to  discourage , the 
investment  of  British  capital  in  foreign 
dominions.  He  .concluded  with  observing, 
that  the  original  clause  would  render  the 
general  measure  effective,  show  the  world 
that  we  were  sincere  in  our  professions. 
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mnd  uixiotM  to  do  whatwe  oftlled  on  other 
aatioDB  to  perform. 

Mr.  Serjemnt  (Mtioaf  thought  the  aJop* 
tioo  of  the  aoemhaent  would  render  the 
Bill  a  toleinii  mockery,  and  make  H 
wholly  nugatory.  He  aaid  that  Spain 
and  Portugal  were  more  than  usually  de- 
airooi  to  stock  their  colonies  with  %we», 
which  they  net cr  could  ac'compiish  with* 
ottl  the  assistance  of  British  capital.  In 
aopportofthis  opinion^  the  learned  Ser* 
jeant  mentioned  the  sentiments  of  the 
Spanish  ambassador.  In  allosioo  to  Cuba 
particularly^  British  capital  was  ad? anced 
to  proprietors  in  that  island,  upon  mort- 
gages of  land  and  other  property;*  and 
by  means  of  that,  Cuba  was  rapidly  ad- 
TancinK  in  agricultural  improTement,  and 
in  the  Increase  of  its  slaves.  If  the  com- 
mittee did  not  pass  the  Bill  as  it  originally 
stood,  they  would  bold  out  a  premium  to 
other  nations,  to  the  detriment  of  our  own 
colonies.  But,  independent  of  all  com- 
mercial considerations!  the  Bill  ought  to 
receif  e  their  assent,  as  it  would  be  a  com- 
plete answar  to  all  the  calumnies  thrown 
^ut  by  other  countries,  on  the  motives 
which  influenced  England  in  desiring  the 
general  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and 
who  said  that  it  was  a  measure  rather  of 
policy  than  of  humanity.  He  declared,' 
that  sooner  than  admit  the  amendment|  he 
would  reject  the  Bill  altogether.     - 

Mr.  ilTorr^l  thought  that  the.  other 
clauses  of  the  Bill  were  effectual  and  valid 
provisions,  and  would  have  a  beneficial 
operation,  even  though  the  particular  one 
under  discussion,  to  which  he  bad  a  de- 
cided objection,  were  thrown  out.  If  that 
clause  were  agreed  to.  it  would  interdict 
all  our  trade  with  the  Brasils,  the  Caraccas, 
and  Buenos  Ayres ;  and  when  it  was  re- 
membered, according  to  documents  before 
the  House,  that  the  amount  of  that  trade 
was  ten  millions  annually,  would  it  be 
aaid  it  was  not  an  object  worth  retaining  ? . 
Ho  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  for  what  pur- 
pose it  was  introduced.  It  could  not  be 
for  the  sake  of  abolishing  the  Slave-trade, 
because  it  related  to  a  trade  which  was 
perfectly  iiutocent  and  legitimate. 

Sir:  Jama  Mockmtoih .  Wkid,  he  really 
could  not  comprehend  the  proposition  that 
•British  capital  being  vested  in  the  trans- 
actions of  foreign  planters  in  islands 
where  the  Slave-trade  was  still  carried 
on,  did  not  tend  to  eocburageand  promote 
that  trade.  Suppose  those  planters,  by 
the  use  and  application  of  tl^at  capital, 
were  enabled  to  increase  their  plantations 
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five  or  tenfold,  would  they  not  require  a 
proportionate  increftse  of  slaves,  to  coiti* 
vate  the  soil  ?  •  Would  any  man  say,  that 
permitting  such  an  application  of  British 
capital  was  not  perpetuating  that  detest- 
able traffic ?  But  it  was  doing  more  also; 
it  was  positively  affi>rding  a  premium  oa 
the  produce  of  those  islands,  belonging  to 
governments  which  had  not  yet  abolished 
the  Slave-trade,  and,  at  the  same  lime, 
inflicting  a  penalty  on  the  colonies  of  such 
sovereigns  u  had -listened  to  the  voice  of 
justice  and  humanity,  spoken  to  them  by 
the  British  nation.  He  was  quite  sura 
that  the  predictions  of  commercial  iou  thai 
would  bci  sustained  by  abolishing  that  sup* 
plementary  and  auxiliary  sTave-trade, 
would  prove  as  groundless  as  the  prophe- 
cies that  were  uttered  when  the  original 
measure  wu  discussed.  If  they  rejected 
the  principle  of.  the  clause,  they  might  aa 
well  reject  the  Bill,  for  where  the  strong 
of  tempution,  and  the  facility  of  evasion 
were  so  great,  nothing  but  making  the 
practice  penal  could  prevent  its  existence. 
Mr.  JOimgiai  contended,  that  while  tha 
Spanish  trade  was  supported  by  British 
capital,  it  was  England  who  carried  on 
the  Slave-trade ;  and  said  that  it  was  the 
opinon  of  sir  Henry  Wellesley,  that  the 
Spanish  trade  was  carried  on  solely  by 
British  capital.  He  thought  the  House 
ought  to  consider  whether  the  clause  waa 
necessary,  and  if  neoessary,  it  ought  to  be 
adopted.  For  his  part,  he  conceived  it 
his  duty  to  connect  it  with  the  original 
abolition. 

'Mt.  Baring  lamented  that  the  gentle* 
men  who  had  opposed  the  amendment 
bad  such  little  practical  knowledge  of 
trade,  for  he  was  convinced  that  their  ob- 
jections arose  from  misconception.  .  Ha 
disclaimed  every  wish  of  increasing  the 
Slave-trade,  and  believed,  most  con- 
scientiously, that  not  an  additional  slave 
would  be  created  by  it.  He  cooUl  not 
think  any  conAnercral  advantages  a  suffi- 
cient justification  for  the  revival  of  that 
trafficic.  He  saidi  that  the  Slave-trade  was 
regarded  with  the  utmost  abhorrence  by 
every  English  merchant,  and  nothing 
could  induce  them  to  afford  it  the  least 
support ;  but  he  was  convinced,  that  if 
the  clause  in  the  Bill  were  known  gene- 
rally, every  commercial  body  in  England 
would  send  petitions  against  its  enact- 
ment. 

'  Sir  S.  Romiliy  argued  against  the 
amendment,  which,  be  said  wati  a  solemn 
mo(;kery,  and  tended  to  desHroy  the  prin* 
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ciple  of  the  Bill.  He  ariced,  woold  My 
man  in  lending  bis  money  insist  on  know- 
ing for  whet  purpose  it  was  designed  ? 
end  contended,  that  by  permitting  money 
to  be  borrowed  on  any  secarity,  weald 
facilitate  ikt  stocking  of  tbe  Spanish 
islands  with  slaves*  He  objected  to  tbe 
extent  of  ponishmeol  proposed  in  tbe  Bil}; 
felony  was  much  too  soTere,  as  it  was  at* 
landed  with  the  forfeiture  of  all  m  man's 
goods  and  chattels.  This,  he  was  aware» 
was  the  usoal  routine  ^f  legislation ;  but 
it  arose  from  the  inattention  .of  gentlemen 
to  its  naturei  and  by  its  extreme  severity, 
rendered  many  laws  totally  ineSectnal* 
He  thottght  the  ofience  should  be  desig- 
oated  a  misdemeanour,  punishable  by  6ne 
and  imprisonment;  tbe  forfeiture  being 
to  the  amount  of  two  or  three  times  the 
sum  advanced. 

Mr.  fV.^mith  thought  that  the  object 
would  be  as  much  defeated  by  allowing 
those  securities  to  be  taken  for  goods  sold, 
as  if  it  was  for  money  lent.  It  would  re» 
quire  no  great  ingenuity  or  contrivance 
to  lend  money  to  promote  the  Slave- 
trade,  under  the  appearance  of  sending 
goods  to  the  Spanish  colonies,  which 
were  to  be  secured  by  mortgage. 

Mr,  Marryat  said,  that  it  was  often  ne- 
cessary, in  payment  for  goods  sent  out,  to 
take  such  security  as  could  be  got.  No 
British  merchant  would  voluntarily  lend 
money  on  the  security  of  Spanish  plan- 
tations, ^s  the  legal  rate  of  interest  there 
would  not  reimburse  them*  To  prevent 
British  merchants,  however,  from  getting 
any  security  for  the  peyment  of  goods 
sent  out  there,  would  be  highly  injurious 
to  the  general  interests  of  British  trade. 

Mr.  FarbcM  stated  his  reasons  for  sup* 
porting  the  amendment ;  he  conceived 
that  the  original  clause  was  attended  with 
many  disadvantages,  without  attaining 
the  great  object  it  professed  to  have  in 
view.  He  was  aware  that  no  British  mer- 
chant woold  advance  capital  to  support 
tbe  Slave-trade,  but  there  was  nothing  to 
prevent  the  application  of  it  indirectly  to 
that  purpose. 

Sir  /.  Newpori.  supported  the  clause* 
This  country,  he  said,  had  already  made 
great  and  meritorious  sacrifices  for  the 
destruction  of  the  trade*  In  order  to  con* 
vince  the  other  nations  of  Europe  that  we 
were  thoroughly  sincere,  he  thought  we 
should  not  object  to  this  further  sacrifice. 

Mr.  Barham  complained  that  gentlemen 
srould  not  assist  him  in  framinff  such 
amendmejits  as  would  attain  the  object  of 
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their  general  wishes*  He.  would,  how* 
ever,  yrith  a  desire  of  gratifying  all»  pro* 
pose  to  the  oommittee,  that  no  security 
should  be  taken  of  lands,  houses,  slavea* 
or  growing  crops,  leaving  still  open  alt 
the  floating  capital*  This,  ^he  hoped, 
would  meet  their  nppvobatioo* 

Mr.  Wiibei:fiHX€  supported  the  clause* 
As  to  what  had  been  said  of  the  Spanuh 
laws  being  an  obsiroction  to  British  mer* 
chants  lending  on  such  security,  it  must 
be  recollectcKJ,  that  the  Spaniards  could 
alter  their  laws  when  it  suited  their  inte«> 
rests.  They  had  very  lately,  in  the  ease 
of  the  Slave-trade,,  altered  their  laws,  so 
as  to  allow  slaves  to  be  imported  in 
foreign  ships, 

Mr.  Serjeant  OmIow  said,  that  a  perse* 
vering  legislature  would  bear  down  every 
attempt  to  evade  their  enactments*  He 
thought  that  if  they  now  showed  them* 
selves  determined  to  apply  a  remedy  to 
the  evil  pointed  out  to  them,  there  was 
no  danger  of  their  not  being  able  to  pre* 
vent  an  evasion  of  their  laws. 

The  Committee  divided:  For  the 
Amendment  7 ;  Against  it  52*  Mr*  Bar- 
ham  then  proposed  his  amendment  on  the 
original  clause,  to  whicli  Mr.  Baring  ob* 
jected,  and  proposed  to  amend  tbe  amend* 
ment.  by  leaving  out '  growing  crops  and 
buildings,' 

Sir  Jam^if  Maekmioth  said,  the  whole 
object  of  the  clause  would  be  defeated,  if 
it  did  not  apply  to  growing  crops.  He 
hoped  the  amendment  would  benegatived* 

Mr.  Marryai  said,  that  if  the  Bill  were 
to  pass  without  this  amendment,  it  would 
destroy  the  foundation  of  all  our  com* 
merce  with  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese 
colonies*  The  great  advantage  possessed 
by  Great  Britain  in  trading  with  these 
colonies  consisted  in  the  power  of  making 
advances. 

Mr.  Barham  thought  the  conduct  of  the 
gentlemen  who' opposed  the  ckuise  was 
most  extraordinary*  He  had  agreed  to 
leave  out  ships,  buildings,  and  other  mat- 
ters which  they  considered  objectionable, 
but  this  would  not  satisfy  tjiem ;  they 
now  demanded  that  growing  crops  should 
be  exempted  from  tbe  operation  of  the 
Bill ;  to  which  he  could  nott:onsent. 

Mr,  Bariag  contended,  that  the  exemp- 
tion of  growing  crops,  while  it  would  be 
a  great  convenience  to  the  commerce  of 
the  country,  would  not  at  all  interfere 
with  the  object  of  the  hon.  gentleman^ 

Mr.  Serjeant  CMoto  opposed  ^eamend- 
ment* 
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Mr.  VUtt^  coocftitwl^  if  th«  tectrky  #r 
th«  f  rowinf  crop  wer«  not  txcopud,  ih« 
•ffeci  wwiM  b«  to  cmrtftil  Tory  inporiaAl 
branches  of  coumtrco. 

Tbe  CooiMiiloe  iben  divided :  For  Iht 
AmondmeDi  1 1 ;  AgainM  it  49. 

Sir  Jnmn  MaekmMh  moTed  on  aaond* 
meni  lo  the  choie«  proTidiog  ibat  penoni 
€»fii»oding  ogainai  tbe  Act  should  be 
irealed  as  felons,  which  went  to  enact 
that  they  shoald  be  ponisbed  by  fine  and 
impriseoment ;  the  fine  in  all  cases  to  be 
thfVe  times  the  amoont  of  tbe  sdti  lent ; 
n  noiety  of  it  to  go  to  the  King»  and  tbe 
other  moiety  to  tbe  inlbrmer,  provided 
tbe  ioforaiation  shoold  be  given  witbin 
fite  years  after  the  commission  of  the 
offsnce* 

A  desnitory  conversation  took  place 
between  sir  J«  Mackintosh,  Mr.  Serjeant 
Onslow,  and  Messrs*  Bsthurst>  J.  P.  Grant, 
Baring,  Finlay,  and  Marry  at,  which  ended 
in  sir  J.  Mackintosh  agreeing  to  sobstitnte 
three  years  instead  of  five,  and  ontitting 
any  mention  of  action  for  debt.  Tbe 
claose,  thus  aaended,  was  carried.  On 
tbe  clanse,  pointing  out  the  mode  of  trial 
for  offenders  against  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill,  being  resd,  Mr.  Bering  objected  to 
it,  as  trenching  on  the  liberty  of  tbe  sab* 
ject.  Unless  soma  learned  gentleman 
coald  explain  it  satisfactorily  to  him,  be 
shoold  divide  the  committee  on  it.  After 
some  observations  from  Mr.  Barharo,  Mr. 
J.  P.  Grant,  and  sir  J.  Mackintosh,  the 
Committee  divided  :  For  the  claase  33 ; 
Against  it  II.  The  House  then  resmned, 
and  tbe  report  was  ordered  to  bo  received 
on  Tuesday. 

Official  Communication  to  trb  Rus* 

81  AN  AMOASSADOa  aBLATlVB  TO  THE  DbLI* 

TsaANCE  AND  Sbcusitt  OF  EvEOPB.]  Lord 
Casilereagb  moved*  That  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  lo  hie  royal  high- 
ness the  Prince  Regent,  that  hie  will  be 
pleased  to  give  directions,  that  there  be 
laid  before  tha  House  a  paper,  intitokd 
'*  Official  Commonicstton  made  to  tbe 
Russian  Ambassador  at  London  on  tb)B 
19thof  Janaary  1803,  explanatory  of  the 
views  which  bis  Majesty  and  tbe  Bmporor 
of  Russia  formed  for  tbe  deliveranee  and 
security  of  Europe/'  The  motion  was 
agreed  to,  tbe  satd  Paper  was  laid  on  the 
tiMe  €»f  the  Honso»  and  is  aa  follows: 

Official  CoMMuniGATion    ando  to  the 
Bunian  Ambaasadar  at  London,  on 
tbe  19th  JanuarVi  i%f)5,  trmimktmy 
(VOL.  XXXI.) 


[178 

•Ml 
the  Emponr  of  Russia  formed  for 
the  delifmanco  and  secariiy  of  £u« 
rope. 
Tbe  result  of  the  conmnnications  which 
have  been  made  by  Prince  €iartori»ki  t« 
his  Majesty's  Ambassador  at  St.  Peters^ 
burgh,  and  of  the  confidential  ezplana* 
tions  wbkh  have  been  received  from  yonv 
Eiccollency,  has  been  laid  before  tbn 
King ;  and  his  Majesty  has  seen  with  in« 
elcpraaiibk  satitfaction,  tbe  wise,  dtgni« 
fledi  and  generous  policy^  which  tbn 
Emperor  of  Kuisia  is  disposed  to  adopts 
under  tho  present  calamitous  situation  of 
Europe.  His  Majesty  is  ateo  happy  to 
perceive,  that  the  views  and  sentiroenu  of 
the  Emperor  respecting  tbe  deliverancn 
of  Europe*  and  providing  for  its  fotaro 
tranquillity  and  safety »  correspond  so  en« 
tirely  with  bis  own.  Ho  is  thereforo 
desirom  of  entering  into  the  moat  explicit 
and  unreserved  explanations  on  every 
point  connected  with  this  great  object, 
and  of  forming  the  closest  union  of  coon« 
cilsy  and  concert  of  measures,  with  bis 
Imperial  Majesty,  in  order,  by  their  joint 
influence  and  exertions,  to  insure  tbe  oo* 
operation  and  assistance  of  other  Powers 
of  the  continent,  on  a'  scale  adequste  to 
the  magnitude  and  importance  of  an  un'i 
dertakiog,  on  tbe  success  of  which  the 
future'safoty  of  Europe  must  depend. 

For  this  purpose,  the  first  step  most  be, 
to  fix  aa  precisely  as  possible,  tbe  distinct 
objects  lo  which  soch  a  concert  is  to  be 
directed. 

Those,  according  to  the  explanation 
given  of  the  lentiments  of  the  Emperon 
in  which  his  Majesty  entirely  concurs^ 
appear  to  be  three : 

1.  To  rescue  from  the  dbminion  of 
France  those  coontriee  which  it  has  sub« 
jogmed  since  the  beginning  of  tbe  Revo« 
lotion,  and  lo  reduce  France  within  its 
former  limits,  as  they  stood  before  that 
time. 

2.  To  make  such  an  arrangement  with 
respect  to  tbe  territories'  recovered  from 
France,  as  may  provide  for  their  security 
and  happiness,  and  msy  at  the  same  time 
constitute  a  more  efiectual  barrier  in  future 
against  oncroachmenu  on  the  pari  of 
France, 

3.  To  form,  at  the  restoration  of  peace^ 
a  general  agreement  and  guarantee  for 
the  flsutoal  protection  and  security  of  dif« 
forent  Powers,  and  for  re-establish tng  n 
general  system  of  public 'law  in  Europe. 

Tbe  first  and  second  objeota  are  staiad 
(N) 
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generally,  and  in  their  broadest  extent ; 
hut  neither  of  them  can  be  properly  con- 
sidered in  detail  witboat  reference  to  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  means^by  which 
they  may  be  accomplished.-— The  first  is 
certainly  that  to  which,  without  any  mo- 
dification or  exception,  his  Majesty's 
wishes,  as  well  as  those  of  the  Emperor, 
would  be  preferably  directed,  and  nothing 
short  of  it  can  completely  satisfy  the  viewd 
which  both  Sovereigns  form  for  the  de- 
liverance and  security  of  £orope.  Should 
it  be  possible  to  unite  in  concert  with 
Great  Britain  and  Russia,  the  two  other 
great  jnititary  Powers  of  the  Continent, 
there  seems  little  doubt  that  such' a  union 
of  force  would  enable  thdm  to  accomplish 
all  that  is  proposed.  But  if  (as  there  is 
too  much  reason  to  imagine  may  be  the 
case)  it  should  be  found  impossible  to 
tngage  Prussia  in  the  Confederacy,  it 
may  be  doubted  whether  such  operations 
could  be  carried  on  in  all  the  quarters  of 
Europe,  as  would  be  necessary  for  the 
success  of  the  whole  of  this  project. 

The  second  point  of  itself  involves  in 
it  many  important  consioerations.  The 
views  and  sentiments  by  which  his  Ma- 
jesty and  the  Emperor  of  Russia  are 
equally  animated  in  endeavouring  to  es- 
tablish this  concert^  are  pure  and  disin- 
terested. 

The  first  view,  therefore,  with  respect 
to  any  of  the  countries  which  may  be  re- 
covered from  France,  must  be  to  restore, 
as  far  as  possible,  their  ancient  rights,  and 
provide  for  the  internal  happiness  of  their 
inhabitants ;  but  in  looking  at  this  object, 
Ihey  must  not  Jose  sight  of  the  general 
security  of  Europe,  on  which  even  that 
separate  object  must  principally  depend. 

Pursuant  to  this  principle,  there  can  be 
no  question  that,  whenever  any  of  these 
countries  are  capable  of  being  restored  to 
their  former  independence,  and  of  being 
placed  in  a  situation  in  which  they  can 
protect  it,  such  an  arrangement  must  be 
most  congenial  to  the  policy  and  the 
feelings  on  which  this  system  is  founded  : 
but  there  will  be  found  to  be  other 
countries  among  those  now  under  the  do- 
minion of  France,  to  which  these  consi- 
derations cannot  apply,  where  either  the 
ancient  relations  of  the  country  are  so 
completely  destroyed  that  they  cannot  be 
restored,  or  where  independence  would 
be  merely  nominal,  and  alike  inconsistent 
with  secunty  for  the  country  itself,  or  for 
Europe :  happily,  the  larger  number  is  of 
the  ^rst  description^    Should  .the  arm^  of 


the  Allies  be  successful  to  the  full  -extent 
of  expelling  France  from  all  the  dominions 
she  has  acquired  since  the  Revolotioni  it 
would  certainly  be  the  first  object,  as 
haft  already. been  stated,  to  re-establish 
the  republics  of  the  United  Provinces  and  ' 
Switzerland,  the  territories  of  the  King  of 
Sardinia,  Tuscany,  Modena,  (under  the 
protection  of  Austria),  and  Naples.  But  ' 
the  territories  of  Genoa,  of  the  Italian  re* 
public,  including  the  three  Legations^ 
Parma,  and  Placentla ;  and  on  the  otlier 
side  of  Europe,  the  Austrian  Netherlands, 
and  the  States  which  have  been  detached 
froip  the  German  Empire  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Rhine,  evidently  belong  to  the 
second  class.  With  respect  to  the  terri- 
tories enumerated  in  Italy,  experience  has  "" 
shown,  how  Httle  disposition  existed  in 
some,  and  how  little  means  in  any,  to  re* 
sist  the  aggression  or  influence  of  France. 
The  King  of  Spain  was  certainly  too  muck 
a  party  to  the  system  of  which  so  large  a 
part  of  Europe  has  been  a  victim,  to 
entitle  the  former  interests  of  his  family 
in  Italy  to  any  consideration ;  nor  does 
the  past  conduct  of  Genoa,  or  any  of  the 
other  States,  give  them  any  claim,  either 
of  justice  or  liberality.  It  is  also  obvious 
that  these  separate  petty  sovereignties 
would  never  again  have  any  solid  existences 
in  themselves,  and  would  only  serve  to 
weaken  and  impair  the  force  which  ought 
to  be,  as  much  as  possible,  concentrated 
in  the  hands  of  the  chief  powers  of  Italy.  • 
It  is  needless  to  dwell  particularly  on 
the  state  of  the  Netherlands.  Events  liava 
put  out  of  the  question  the  restoration  of 
them  to  the  House  of  Austria ;  they  are 
therefore  necessarily  open  to  new  arrange- 
ments, and  evidently  can  never  exist  se- 
parate and  independent.  Nearly  the 
same  considerations  apply  to  the  Ecclesi- 
astical Electorates,  and  the  other  territories 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine,  after  their 
being  once  detached  from  the  Empire,  and 
the  former  possessors  of  them  indemnified.' 
There  appears,  therefore,  to  be  no  possible 
objection^  on  the  strictest  principles  of 
justice  and  public  morality,  to  making 
such  a  disposition  with  respect  to  any  of 
these  territories  as  may  be  most  conducive 
to  the  general  interests;  and  there  is 
evidently  no  other  mode  of  accomplishing 
the  great  and  beneficent  object  of  re- 
establishing (after  so  mocb  misery  and 
bloodshed)  the  safety  and  repose  .of 
Europe  on  a  solid  and  permanent  basis. 
It  is  fortunate  too  that  such  a  plan  of  ar- 
rangement aa  is  in  i(ielf  essential  to  the 
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«iid'  pro'posed,  it  «U6  likely  to  coiitrilMile« 
in  the  greatest  degree,  to  tecure  the  meaot 
by  which  ibat  great  end  can  best  be  pro- 
Aioted. 

It  is  evidently  of  the  utmost  importance, 
if  not  absolutely  indispensable  for  this 
purpose,  to  secure  the  vigorous  and  effec- 
tual co-operation  both  of  Austria  and 
Prussia ;  but  there  i#  little  reason  to  hope, 
that  either  of  those  Powers  will  be  brought 
to  embark  in  the  common  cause,  without 
the  prospect  of  obtaining  some  important 
acquisition  to  compensate  for  its  exertions. 
On  the  grounds  which  have  been  already 
stated,  his  Majesty  conceives  that  nothing 
oould  so  much  contribute  to  the  general 
security,  as  giving  to  Austria  fresh  means 
of  resisting  the  views  of  France  on  the 
aide  of  Italy,  and  placing  Prussia  in  a 
similar  situation  with  respect  to  the  Low 
Countries ;  and  the  relative  situations  of 
the  two  Powers  would  naturally  make 
those  the  quarters  to  which  their  views 
would  respectively  be  directed. 

In  Italy,  jound  policy  would  require, 
that  the  power  and  influence  of  the  King 
of  Sardinia  shooid  be  augmented,  and 
that  Austria  should  be  replaced  in  a  situa- 
tion which  may  enable  her  to  afford  an 
immediate  and  effectual  support  to  hie 
dominions,  ia  case  of  their  being  attacked. 
His  Majesty  sees  with  satisfaction,  from 
the  secret  and  confidential  communica- 
tions recently  received  through  your  Ex- 
cellency, that  the  views  of  the  Court  of 
Vienna  are  perfectly  conformable  to  this 
general  principle,  and  that  the  extension 
•t  which  she  aims,  might  not  only  safely 
be  admitted,  but  might  even  be  increased, 
with  advantage  to  the  general  interest.  In 
other  respects  hir  Majesty  entirely  con- 
curs in  the  outline  of  the  arrangement 
which  he  understands  the  Emperor  of 
Bossia  to  be  desirous  of  seeing  elFected  in 
this  quarter.  His  Majesty  considers  it  as 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  general  secu- 
rity, that  Italy  should  be  completely 
rescued  both  from  the  occupation  and  in- 
fluence of  France,  and  that  no  powers 
ahould  be  left  within  it,  who  are  not 
likely  to  enter  into  a  general  system  of 
defence  for  maintaining  its  independence, 
for  this  purpose,  it  is  essential,  that  the 
countries  now  composing  what  is  called 
the  Italian  Republic^  should  be  transferred 
to  ptber  Powers.  In  distributing  these 
territories,  an  increase  of  wealth  and 
power  shooid  undoubtedly  be  given  to 
the  King  of  Sardinia ;  and  it  a^ems  mate- 
lipi  that  bis  po8se3sioaS|  sgi  well  m  the 


Duchy  of  Tuscany  (which  it  is  proposed 
to  restore  to  the  Grand  Duke),  should  ba 
brought  into  immediate  contact,  or  ready, 
communication  with  those  of  Austria.  On 
this  principle,  the  whole  of  the  territoriea 
which  now  compose  the  Ligurian  Repub- 
lie,  might,  it  is  conoeivedA  be  annexed  tor 
Piedmont. 

Supposing  the  eSbfts  oF  the  Allies  to 
have  been  completely  succesafulj  and  th« 
two  objects  already  discussed  to  have  been 
fully  obuined,  bis  Majesty  would  never- 
theless consider  this  salutary  work  as  stilt 
imperfect,  if  the  restoration  of  peace  were  \ 
not  accompanied  by  tb^  mo&t  efiectnal 
measures  for  giving  solidity  and  perma- 
nence to  the  system  which  shall  thus  have 
been  established.  Much  will  undoubtedly. 
be  effected  for  the  future  repose  of  Europai 
by  these-  territorial  arrangemenu,  which 
will  furnish  a  more  effectual  barrier  thaa 
has  before  existed  against  the  ambition  of* 
France.  But  in  order  to  render  thia 
security  as  complete  as  possible,  it  seema 
necessary,  at  the  period  of  a  general 
pacification,  to  form  a  treaty  to  which  all 
the  principal  Powers  of  Europe  should  be 
parties,  by  which  their  respective  rights 
and  possessions,  as  they  shall  then  have 
been  established,  shall  be  fixed  and  recogw 
niaed ;  and  they  should  all  bind  themselves 
mutually  to  protect  and  support  each 
other,  against  any  attempt  to  infringe 
them  :>— It  should  re-establish  a  generfeil 
and  comprehensive,  system  of  public  law 
in  JBurope,  and  provide,  as.  far  as  possible* 
for  repressing  future  attempts  to  disturb 
the  general  tranquillity  ;  and  above  all, 
for  restraining  any  projects  of  aggrandise- 
ment and  ambition  similar  to  those,  which 
have  produced  all  the  calamities  inflicted 
on  Europe  since  the  diiastroua  ^ra  of  tb^ 
French  Revolution.  • 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday t  May  8. 

Proclamation  or  Louis  18.]  The 
Earl  of  DamUy  said,  th^t  he  wished  to  put 
a  question  to  the  noble  lord  opposite,  oi| 
the  subject  of  a  document  that  had  ap- , 
peared  in  the  publi9  Journals.  He  could 
not,  perhaps,  regularly  inquire  whether  it 
were  an  authentic  document;  but  he; 
begged  to  be  informed|  whether  the  De- 
claration of  Louis  18  was  authoriaed  by 
his  Britannic  Majesty  ? 

The  Earl  of  Idvarfool  replied,  that  it 
was  not  possible  foe  him«  consistently  with 
his  public  duty,  to  gWe  ih^  noble  earl  anj^ 
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ainsw«r  that  weuld  be  satisfactory:  tbe 
fnstromeni  had  no  reference  to  any  imme- 
diate act  of  the  British  Oovernment. 

The  Harl  of  Damky,  under  the  cirGora* 
ataneesy  could  act  avoid  hoping  and  be* 
lieviog,  thsitif  the  doceasent  were  authen* 
tie,  it  was  act  amhoriEed  by  oiiaiaters. 

SiCAu-Pox  IhtxriKTioN  Bitt.]  Lord 
Sorwgdon  stated*  that  in  the  sessioa  of 
]9iS  he  bad  brought  in  a  Bill  lo  pre?eAt 
the  spreading  of  infectioB  by  tbe  ioocu- 
kted  SiaalUpoa,  which  was  withdrawn. 
He  had  introaticed  another  bill  last  year ; 
which*  after  haTing  uodergone  a  good  deaf 
of  eonsideraiion,  was  also  withdrawn ;  the 
noble  |ind  learned  lord  opposite  having 
Halted  that  the  ofi&nce  was  punishable  at 
oomoBon  law.  This  opinion  had  among 
die  unlearned  occasioned  sreat  surprise ; 
it  did  not  appear  that  any  indictment  for 
tbe  ofence  bad  then  been  preferred*  and 
he  had  therefore  pledged  himself  to  bring 
in  another  bill  of  the  same  description  as 
the  former  bilK  this  session.  That  pledge 
be  would  have  redeemed*  if  matters  had 
stood  in  the  same  situation ;  as  it  was  not 
to  be  endured  that  persons  sboold  be  aU. 
lowed  with  impunity  to  spread  infection 
by  a  disease  which  might  so  easily  be 
prevented  by  vaccination*  which  was  ap- 
proved by  the  best  physicians,  and  sanc- 
tioned by  Parliament.  Lately*  however* 
in  a  case  where  eight  persons  1iad  k>st 
their  lives*  owing  to  the  indiscretion  of  a 
mother*  who  exposed  her  child  when  .it 
had  the  inocolaied  small -pos*  an  indict- 
ment had  been  preferred  at  common  law, 
and  the  o&ndcr  convicted  and  punished. 
He  trusted,  therHbre,  that  when  it  was 
known  in  all  <}oarters  of  the  country*  that 
tbe  ofi^noe  exposed  the  party  to  a  heavy 
punishment  at  common  law*  the  practice 
of  bringing  cbiMffea  imo  public  places 
when  they  bad  tbe  ianocalatad  spialUpox 
would  be  discontinued.  If  tbe  recent 
judgjuentof  the  KingVbench  should  not 
be  found  to  produce  that  effect*  he  should 
8tfl!  feel  it  his  duty  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 
that  purpose  i  bat  under  tbe  present  cir- 
cumstances be  did  not  feel  himself  called 
upon  at  this  moment  to  proceed  farther. 

Lord  Eiienborough  said*  that  the  judg- 
metil  of  the  Kitig's-bencb*  in  the  case 
af  hided  to,  did  not  lay  down  any  new  law. 
It  was  a  thing  perfectly  well  known  among 
lawyers*  tha^  the  ofience  was  punishable 
at  common  law ;  certainly*  the  opinion 
vdiich  he  had  given  last  year*  could  have 
cnsated  no  aurpiiae  aOM>ng  them*  and  be 
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believed  it  would  be  found*  that  this  wae 
by  no  means  the  first  indictment  which 
had  been  preferred  ibr  similar  offences. 

Earl  Stanhope  bep^ged  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  to  explain  himself.  Mere 
inoculation  was  the  promulgation  of  an 
infectious  disease ;  and  he  wished  to  know 
if  It  were  meant  to  be  assarted*  tbat  under 
the  statute  that  was  punishable  ?  The  fact 
was,  that  ineeolation  was  not  discovered 
until  long  after  the  passing  of  the  Act.  It 
did  not  appear  to  him  per  te  illegal. 

Lord  Elknbarov^  said*  that  in  the  next 
term  he  should  be  called  upon  to  decide 
upon  the  precise  case.  He  would*  how« 
ever*  anticipate  his  judgment  so  far  as  to- 
say,  that  inoculation*  with  proper  pre* 
cautieus  of  secluding  the  patient  and  pre* 
venting  the  spreading  of  the  infection* 
was  not  illegal.  Tbe  abuse  of  the  practice 
only  was  criminal. 

Earl  Sionkope  added*  that  he  did  not 
think  any  court  of  law  could  decide  other** 
wise :  if  it  did*  he  should  have  thoosht  ia 
die  duty  to  bring  in  a  bill  that  would  give 
them  such  a  trimming  as  they  had  never 
before  received. 

Lord  B&ringdon  observed*  that  he  be« 
lieved  that  only  one  prosecution  and  con<* 
viction  had  taken  place  under  the  statute. 

Lord  BtUnbopough  was  of  opinion,  that 
other  cases  might  be  found  on  the  books> 
of  the  same  kind*  under  the  same  sutute. 

Aliun  Bill.]  On  the  motion  for  the 
committal  of  this  Bill* 

Earl  SiMnAope  said*  there  never  was  a 
bill  with  so  many  absurd  clauses.  He 
adverted  to  an  Act  of  the  2nd  of  Richard 
2*  by  which  aliens  from  nations  in  amity 
with  this  country  were  permitted  to  come 
into  the  country '  freely  for  purposes  of 
commerce*  and  to  transact  their  business 
without  molestation;  Bills  of  this  de- 
scription trenched  on  that  law ;  but  if  it 
was  proper  to  pass  them  at  all*  it  was  at 
least  incumbent  on  those  who  ought  to 
attend  to  them  particularly*  to  take  care 
they  were  in  a  state  fit  to  be  passed.  It 
was  absolutely  necessary  that  more  aiten* 
tion  should  be  paid  to  the  bills  that  were 
brought  into  that  House.  The  Commons 
had  sent  them  op  a  bill  relative  to  the 
borough  of  Hellestene*  which  it  was  found 
imposaible  to  deal  with  (  and  now  ther 
sent  this  Bill*  whieh  was  liule  better.  It 
ought  to  have  been  submitted  to  the^ 
Attorney  and  Solicltor^general*  before  it 
was  brought  in.  One  objectionable  part 
of  the  BiU  was,  tbat  all  aliaiit  bafiiig  tm- 
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licaoccT,  &6.«  wtre  to  be  tepriioMd  till 
afsoi  out  of  ttM  coomry ;  and  !»? iog  do 
licenc«»  in««it  having  no  liccaca  aiMar 
this  Act ;  to  thai  thota  wha  had  licaocaa 
vnder  tha  last  Act^  aughl  ba  iaftpriioMd 
wiihoat  knoiring  that  thay  had  coaiouttad 
aay  ofienca.  Ha  had  aoggaalad  ibis  to 
tha  oobia  Sacratary,  who  oow«  ha  under* 
flood,  wai  prapared  with  an  aaandoiant 
which  would  roBM^ra  niaatoan-twantietht 
of  hit  objactlooa  to  tho  Bill.  Another 
objection  was,  thai  even caaaaofahipwrock 
and  diitreaa  wara  nol  emcaplad.  In  ono 
of  tha  claotaa  an  indictmanl  was  to  bo 
prcferrad  whara  tharo  waa  uo  indictabla 
ofleoco.  However,  ho  ahoold  not  olyecl 
10  tho  Bill  going  into  a  cooamitiaa. 

Tho  motion  being  agreed  lo»  tho  Bill 
was  accordingly  committed* 

Visooont  gidbsoiA  stated,  that  the  reason 
why  this  Bill  had  not  been  sabmitted  to 
iho  Attorney  and  Solicitor*generaK  was, 
that  iho  Alien  Bill  of  1803,  of  which  this 
was  nearly  a  transcript,  had  been  so  sob- 
mitted.  There  was  a  great  conTenience 
in  compelling  aliens  to  uke  oat  new  li« 
cencm,  as  changes  most  have  taken  place 
by  death  and  departore,  and  it  was  de- 
sirable that  the  number  and  abode  of  all 
aliens  now  holding  licences  nnder  the  late 
Act  shoold  be  known.  Upen  the  whole, 
the  inconvenience  to  the  parties  which 
would  resolt  from  their  being  eompelled 
to  come  to  London  and  renew  their  li- 
cences, appeared  to  oatweigh  the  advan- 
tages on  the  other  side,  and  therefore  he 
proposed  a  clause  by  which  licences  held 
under  the  former  Act  were  considered  to 
be  sufficient.*— This  clause  Was  accordingly 
iBserted. 

Earl  Sianhope  mid,  that  the  clause  re- 
moved much  of  what  ho  had  considered 
as  objectionable  in  the  Billi  and  had  been 
first  soggestrd  by  himself.  His  lordship 
then  proposed  several  other  amendments, 
and  particularly  insisted  thai  certain 
words  which  he  mentioned,  should  be 
suted  in  a  paraatbesis,  that,  as  he  alleged, 
being  absolutely  necessary  to  make  the 
aaose  clear. 

Lord  iUde$dMle  mid,  that  there  were  no 
pnrenthases  in  acts  of  parliament,  and  that 
the  question  ought  not  to  be  pvt» 

£arl  Sumkepe  insisted,  thai  there  were 
pnrenibeses  in  actt  of  parliament,  and  he 
wna  aatonished  that  any  lawyer  should 
deay  it. 

.  Tht  proposed  amendments  were  seve- 
n^ly  negatived^  aad  tho  Bill  passed  tho 
sMriosfliittae* 


Kay  »,  1815.  [18^ 

B0U8E  OF  C0MB10N& 

Tm  Nsison  Bstatu.]  Tho  House 
havisig  resolved  itself  into  a  oammitiee  of 
aopply; 

Mr.  InAmgim  roao  to  propoee  an  ad* 
ditionai  grant  of  9,00CM.  to  the  trustees 
fcr  Iho  porchaae  of  an  estate  for  tho 
fiimily  of  the  late  lord  Nelson.  He  suted 
thai  it  had  been  tho  intention  of  bis  Ma- 
jesty's ministers,  when  the  original  grant 
had  been  first  proposed  lo  the  House,  to 
have  requested  from  ParliaoMnt  tho  sum 
of  120,000/.  for  that  purpoae ;  but  in  tho 
progrem  of  thai  measure  through  tho 
Hoose,  S0,000f.  had  been  mnted  to  tho 
sisters  of  lord  Nelson,  and  the  sum  which 
waa  finally  granted  for  the  purchase  of 
the  estate  was  90,000/.  During  the  time 
since  the  Act  had  passed  no  estate  had 
ofiered  itself  to  the  commissioners  which 
seemed  desirable,  and  which  at  the  mma 
time  was  of  that  magnitade  which  their 
trast  required,  except  the  fstate  which 
they  were  then  in  treaty  for.  A  sum  of 
9,0001.  would)  however,  be  reqaisiio  to 
conclude  that  treaty,  principally  on  ac- 
cooni  of  the  timber  on  that  estate.  It 
waa  unnecessary  for  him  to  recite  tho 
claima  of  lord  Nelson  to  the  gratitude  of 
the  country,  which  were  fresh  in  the  recol- 
lection of  the  Hoow ;  but  he  should  move, 
<•  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  9,0001.  bo 
granted  to  his  Majesty,  to  enable  tho 
trustees  under  an  Act  of  the  441th  year  of 
his  premnt  Majesty,  for  settling  an  an- 
nuity on  the  earl  Nelson  and  the  heirs 
male  of  his  body,  end  such  other  person 
on  whom  the  title  of  earl  Nelson  shall  de- 
scend, and  for  granting  a  sum  of  money 
to  purchase  an  estate  to  accomfMiny  the 
said  tiile,  and  for  other  purposes,  to  com- 
plete the  purehase  of  an  estate  situate  at 
Staadlynch,  in  the  county  of  Wilis,  and 
to  enfranchise  the  copyhold  part  thereof, 
and  to  purchase  a  water-rent  and  some 
fee- farm  rents  issuing  out  of  the  said 
esttte/' 

Mr.  WkUknai  said,  be  was  surprised, 
if  it  had  been  thought  necesssry  by  tho 
Crown  that  the  grant  to  lord  Nelson^s 
family  should  be  increased,  that  a  mes- 
sage had  not  been  brought  down  to  that 
eflect  No  such  mesmge  had  been  brought 
down,  end  the  only  plea  for  augmenting 
the  grant  was^  that  no  estate  could  bo 
found  which  could  be  purchased  for  the 
sum  which  had  been  granted.  It  there- 
fore came  lo  this  question  of  fact,  whether 
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any  estate  could  have  been  procured  for 
the  sn'tn  which  was  in  the  bands  of  the 
coiBDiissioners  f  And  the  grant  now  pro- 
|loied  was  not  for  tbe  porpoM  of  giving 
an  additional  recompence  to  tbe  family 
of  lord  Nelson,  but  for  purchasing  the 
particular  estate  of  Mr/  Daw  kins.  In 
Biaking  these  observations,  he  did  not 
put  himself  in  the  invidious  character  of 
an  opposer  of.  a  grant  to  the  family  of 
lord  Nelson,  but  merely  called  on  the 
Trustees  to  give  an  account  why  they 
bad  not  concluded  the  purchase  of  an 
eHate  which  had  been  ofiered  them  within 
the  terms  of  their  trust.  Tbe  estate  called 
Branches,  in  Suffolk,  had  been  ofiered  to 
the  commissioners.  The  agents  for  tbe 
trust  had  surveyed,  earl  Nelson  bad  ap- 
proved of  it,  and  the  trustees  had  offered 
about  6j5,00O/.  for  it,  which  Mr.  Kemp, 
tbe  proprietor,  had,  after  sqme  delay, 
stated  that  he  would  accept.  The  tr.us* 
tees  had  then  refused  to  complete  the 
purchase,  and^  without  one  reason  as* 
signed,  and  concluded  a  treaty  for  the 
purchase  of  the  estate  of  Mr.  Dawktns, 
of  which  great  part  was  not  enfranchised, 
although  the  trustees  were  forbid,  to  pur- 
chase copyhold  land ;  .and  although  one 
of  the  objections  to  Mr*  Kemp's  estiite 
was,  that  paprt  was  copyhold.    That  part 

«of  Branches  was,  however,  small,  and 
^aa  now  actually  enfranchised.  He  did 
not,  therefore,  stand  forth  in  the  invidious 
light  of  wishing    to  cramp    tbe   public 

-  munificence  to  lord  Nelson's  family,  b«t 
to  require  an  account  why,  without  any 
given  reason,  the  commissioners  bad  ap- 
plied for  an  additional  sum  for  the  pur- 
chase of  an  estate,  which,  in  point  of  re- 
venue, would  not  be  understood  to  be 
very  beneficial. 

.  Mr.  jRoM  stated,  that  since  180G,  when 
tbe  trustees,  of  whom  he^  was  one,  were 
appointed,  only  two  desirable  estates  bad 
ofiered  themselves  to  their  attention  be- 
fore the  estate  of  Branches  and  that  of 
Mr.  Dawkins,  viz.  one  iir  Sufiblk,  in  the 
sale  of  which  they  were  outbid,  and  an- 
other in  Hampshire,  on  which  too  high  a 
price  bad  been  set,  although  all  possible 
ijiqoiries  bad  been  made.  The  Estate 
which  the  trustees  were  in  treaty  for  with 
Mr.  Kemp,  was  in  a  bad  country,  and 
accessible  only  by  roads  which  in  winter 
were  impassable :  it  was  for  that  reason 
that  tbe  trustees  nad  thoaght  fit  to  prefer 
the  estate  in  Wiltshire^  which  was  in  all 
jrespects  much  more   desirable.    It  was 

,  fl^Mi,  als0|  jtb4(  the  trtuteer  were  unddr 
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no'  engagement  to  Mr.  Kemp,  for  they 
had  ofiered  tbe  sum  of  655825/.  under 
three  several  modifications,  which  he  had 
refused  to  accede  to,  until  tbe  treaty  had 
been  suspended,  and.  on  the  supposition 
that  the^bole  was  freehold.  Ear)  Nelson 
so  far  preferred  the  estate  in  Wiltshire, 
that  he  bad  offered,  if  the  trustees  were 
not  able  to  obtain  the  additional  grant,  to> 
pay  the  difference  himself. 

Mr.  Western  saw  no  good  grounds  fof 
the  additional  grant.  He  thought  there 
could  be  a  very  good  estate  purchased  for 
90,00()/.  There  was  no  urgent  necessity 
for  making  the  purchase  at  present ;  and 
as  tbe  commissioners  had  waited  so  long, 
they  might  have  waited  a  little  longer  td 
find  an  estate  suitable  in  every  respect. 
He  condemned  the  conduct  of  tbe  com«' 
missioners  with  regard  to  Mr.  Kemp  ;  and 
thought  they  should  not,  on  such  light 
gcoonds,  have  broken  off  a  treaty  sor 
nearly  concluded.   • 

Mr.  iV.  Smith  thought,  that  leaving  the 
negeciation  with  Mr.  Kemp  entirely  out 
of  the  question, 'the  proposition  before  the 
committee  ought  not  to  be  acceded  to* 
As  to  Mr.  Kemp,  all  that  he  bad  ever 
heard «of  that  gentleman's  case  was,  that 
he  bad  some  years  ago  bought  »ah  estate 
on  cheap  terms,  which  estate  he  was 
anxious  to  dispose  of  to  lord  Nelson,  on 
such  terms  as  should  secure  to  himself  an 
extraordinary  bargain;  but  although  no 
advocate  for  Mr.  Kemp,  he  thought  the 
contract  with  that  gentleman  binding* 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last 
but  one,  was,  therefore,  in  error,  if  he 
supposed  Mr.  Kemp's  case  the  cause  of 
the  obstacles  which  were  presented  to 
the  proposed  yote,  and  still  more  rn  error 
in  assuming  that  those  obstacles  implied 
any  disrespect  to  the  memory  of  the  lata 
lord  Nelson.  For  no  such  disrespect  was 
felt;  on  the  contrary,  he  himself,  who 
was  such  a  warm  admirer  of  that  hero  as 
to  be  among  the  first  to  support  the  erec- 
tion of  a  moooment  to  his  memory,  in 
Norfolk,  which  monument  would  be  a 
lasting  honour  to  the  object,  and  to  the 
country,  conceived  it  his  duty  to  oppose 
this  vote,  because  'no  circumstances  ap- 
peared to  him  to  have  occurred  since  tbe 
original  grant  was  voted,  to  make  the  ad- 
ditional sum  now  proposed  either  just  or 
necessary.  £ven  supposing  the  present 
earl  were  equally  meritorious  with  his 
predecessor,  he  should,  upon  principle^ 
feel  himself  bound  to  oppose  tbe  proposi* 
tiont    His  objection  was,  tha(.if  thert 


*; 
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wu  9,000).  necessary  to  complete  the 
purchaie,  it  couid  be  paid  out  of  the  re- 
▼enoea  of  the  estate,  and  not  by  a  coontry 
that  bad  already  given  00,000/.  Pariia« 
ment  coo  Id  appoint  trutlees  to  receijre  the 
9»(XX)I.  from  the  estate,  and  the  business 
might  ihus  be  settled  Tery  easily.  But 
if  9,000^  were  granted  from  the  country 
•t  present,  he  saw  00  reason  why  1 9,000/. 
29,000/.  or  any  other  sam  might  not  be 
required  hereafter.  He  could  discover 
no  soificient  cause  for  the  grant,  and 
mu^t  therefore  oppose  ir. 

Mr.  li^Me  observed  that  Mr.  Kemp  per- 
tinaciously insisted  upon  his  own  terms ; 
namely,  thit  65,000/.  should  be  paid  for 
his  estate,  together  with  5jOQOi.  for  fix- 
tures, thus  rejecting  every  proposal  of 
concession. 

Mr.  Whitbrtad  remarked  opon  the  ex- 
pressed disposition  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man and  the  other  commissioners,  on  the 
1/d  of  Joly  last,  to  accede  to  the  purchase  of 
an  estate,  which  was  now  felt  to  be  in  such 
an  inaccessible  situation,  as  to  be  quite 
tinsoitable  to  the  object,  and  to  the  proper 
dignity  of  lord  Nelson's  ftimily. 

The  Speaker  vindicated  the  conduct  of 
the  commissioners  appointed  to  purchase 
an  appropriate  estate  for  the  family  of 
lord  Nelson,  who  bad,  in  pursuance  of 
their  duty,  concluded  for  the  purchase  of 
the  estate  of  Standlynch,  which  contained 
fi,500  acres,,  together  with  a  suitable 
mansion,  instead  of  Mr.  Kemp's  estate  of 
1,000  acres.  But  it  was  aUo  to  be  ob- 
served, that  Mr.  Kemp  could  not,  as  he 
himself  knew,  make  out  a  good  title.  The 
commissioners  had  not,  however,  been 
guilty  of  any  injustice  whatever,  either 
towards  Mr.  Kemp  or  the  public.  This 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  illustrated,  by 
describing  the  nature  of  the  negociation 
with  Mr.  Kemp,  and  staling  that  only 
87,000/.  was  advanced  tb  the  proprietor 
•f  the  estate  of  Standlynch,  the  commis* 
iioners  Reserving  3,000/*  for  the  repaira 
of  the  mansion,  and  covenanting  with  the 
present  lord  Nelson,  that  he  should  ad- 
vance, the  remainder  of  the  purchase- 
money,  to  be  secured  to  him  as  bis  own 
personal  property,  independently  of  the 
original  grant.  Therefore  the  commis- 
sioners had  in  no  degree  pledged  the 
HoQse ;  and  of  course  it  remained  to  be 
considered,  whether  the  committee  would, 
as  an  act  of  grace,  liberality/ and  favour, 
mccede  to  the  grant  now  proposed,  in 
compliment  to  the  merits  of.  the  late  lord 
j^els^n— ^Mrhether  it  would  ikop  short  with 
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the  original  grant,  or  go  farther,  with  s 
view  to  make  suitable  provision  for  the 
family  of  that  great  warrior. 

Mr.  Uankn  was  at  a  loss  to  know  where 
the  House  could  find  a  justification  for 
git ing  tlie  additional  9,(XX)/.  When  the 
merits  of  lord  Nelson  were  brought  be- 
fore them,  it  was  difiicult  to  fix  the  bounds 
of  their  generosity;  but  as  a  limit  had 
been  settled,  he  could  not  perceive  why 
it  should  be  extended.  Under  all  these 
circumstances  of  the  case,  he  could  not 
understand  bow  the  present  propositioa 
could  be  supported.  ^ 

Mr.  Uou  replied,  that  there  was  no- 
thing to  prevent  Mr.  Kemp  from  apply- 
ing to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  if  he  should 
consider  himself  to  have  been  injured* 
Witii  respect  to  Standlynch,  no  other  pro* 
party  had  offered  equally  eligible,  and, 
pn  that  account,  the  commissioners  had 
conceived  themselves  bound  to  accept 
of  it. 

The  Chancellor  of  ike  Exchequer  said, 
that  it  had  been  difficult  to  find  an  estate 
applicable  to  the  purposes  of  the  act  of 
parliament.  The  Act  required  that  the 
estate  should  be  freehold,  and  free  from 
incumbrances.  It  was  therefore  essential 
to  the  spirit  of  the  Act,  that  the  estate 
should  be  settled  unincumbered  in  the 
Nelson  family. 

>  General  Walpole  said,  that  every  man 
most  think  it  an  advantageous  purchase. 

The   question  was  then  loudly  called 
for,  and  the  House  divided  : 
^For  the  Grant ill 

Agaiustit 66 

Majority...... — 4^ 

High  Bailiff  of  Westminster.]  In 
the  Committee  of  Supply,  Mr.  Lockbart^ 
moved,  that  the  sum  of  J,800/.  be  granted 
to  Arthur  Morris,  esq.  the  high  bailiff  of 
Westminster,  as  an  indemnity  for  losses 
sustained  by  him  at  the  election  of  mem- 
bers to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  said 
city. 

Mr.  Bankes  said,  he  was  not  aware  that 
this  proposition  was  to  be  brought  for- 
ward to«day,  or  he  would  have  prepared 
himself  for  the  discussion,  by  refreshing 
his  memory  as  to  the  principaj  points  of 
,  Mr.  Morris's  case.  He  was  enabled  to 
state,  however,  from  his  recollection  of 
what  occurred  in  a  former  commitiee« 
that  it  was  his  opinion  the  sum  claimed 
by  Mr.  Morris  was  much  larger  than  the 
Hoose  ought  to  sanction. 

The  G^mcilhr  ef  the  Exchequer  tbooghl- 
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tbtt  fome  compensation  was  cortainljr  doe 
lo  the  high  bailiff  on  oceoont  of  the  es* 
penies  he  was  pot  to  in  conaeqoenco  of 
on  involuntary  candidate  being  ttartedt 
At  this  was  a  case  tiot  in  the  conteikiplaA 
tion  of  the  law,  he  was  entitled  so  far  to 
compensation.  As  to  the  larger  8om»  ho 
did  not  conceive  the  claim  substantiated. 

Mr.  bptg  could  not  see  why  s^diftrenco 
should  be  made  between  the  high  bailiff* 
of  Westminster,  and  any  other  returning 
officer  in  the  kingdom.  He  did  not  know 
where  this  principle  of  compensation  was 
to  stop, 

Mr.  Loekkart  risplied,  that  the  hijg;h 
bailiff*  was  bound  by  the  Act  of  Parlia* 
ttient  to  expenses  to  which  other  return- 
ing officers  were  not  bound. 

Mr.  Horntr  observed,  that  the  high 
bailiff*  was  almost  the  only  returning  of* 
ficer  in  the  kingdom  whose  office  was  one 
of  emolument  as  well  as  trust. 

The  resolution  was  then  postponed. 
• 

New  P^ist-Ofpicb  Bill.]  Sir  Jamef 
Sha»t  on  rising  to  move  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  nevr  Post-office  Bill,  adverted 
to  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  which 
the  House  had  now  perused,  and  which 
was  so  diffuse  and  clear  as  to  leavo  no 
doubt  upon  the  sufaject.  He  observed, 
that  the  only  difference  in  the  calculations 
of  expense,  arose  from  the  diflference  of 
the  proposed  grounds ;  and  the  committee 
Ivas  decidedly  in  favour  of  the  ground  in 
the  plan.  Number  1,  being  thai  of  Saint 
Martin's-le-Grand.  The  kDn.  baronet 
then  explained  the  difference  of  the  four 
plans  which  had  been  considered,  and 
also  the  diff*ereni:e  of  the  calculations  of 
expense.  The  select  committee,  on  pre- 
senting these  different  plans  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  had  thought  it  in- 
cumbent on  them  to  express  their  opinion 
as  to  that  which  was  most  eligiblo,  and 
which  appeared  to  bo  No.  1.  An  hon. 
member  had  certainly  made  a  great  im- 
pression on  the  House,  by  stating  that  the 
enormous  sum  of  700  or  800,Oo5(.  would 
be  necessary  for  this  building ;  but  if  ho 
(sir  James)  could  have  thought  such  a 
sum  would  be  required,  the  mensuro 
should  never  have  bad  his  support.  On 
the  contrary,  however,  there  was  every 
reason  to  belreve  that  the  expense  wouN 
not  exceed  244,4(K)/.  and  considering  the 
sum  to  ho  taken  towards  it  fW)ni  the 
Orphans'  Fund,  it  wouM  appear  that  the 
city  would  have  to  contribute  very  mt- 
•rtrinlly  towswda  it*     He  conchided  by 
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■i^ing.  That  the  BiU  bt  read  n  second 
time.' 

Mr.  Q&rdan  objected  to  the  motion,  on 
the  groond  that  the  public  oilght  not  to 
bo  called  on  to  pay  such  a  sum  of  money, 
without  a  strong  case  being  made  out  of 
the  necessity  of  building  such  a  post-office 
at  all.  On  that  head  there  had- been  no 
question  whatever  asked  by  the  last  com« 
mittee,  but  they  hod  merely  referred  to  the 
report  of  the  former  committee;  and  even 
in  that  there  was,  in  his  opinion,  no  case 
made  out  which  would  justify  the  House 
in  giving  countenance  to  the  Bill.  The 
Post»office  had  been  carried  on  for  many 
years  in  the  present  situation  in  which  it 
stood,  with  every  advantage  to  the  pubHc. 
It  was  true,  Mr.  Freeliog  when  before 
the  committee  had  stated,  that  they  bad 
wanted  a  new  Post-office  for  a  long  time, 
but  thev  could  not  prevail  with  the  city 
of  London  to  agree  to  it  before.  He  could 
not,  therefore,  but  be  a  little  surprised 
that  the  City  should  all  at  once  come  for« 
ward  end  join  their  aid  to  the  Govern^ 
ment  in  saddling  the  public  with  such  an 
enormous  expense,  et  the  moment  when 
the  burthens  under  which  th#y  laboored 
were  so  great.  He  objected  also  to  the 
reason  assigned  by  the  City  fW  qow  agree- 
ing to  this  measure,  becattse  great  part  of 
the  money  was  to  be  taken  from  the 
Orphans'  Fund.  H6  denied  that  the  City 
had  a  right  to  apply  that  fund  to  this  par^ 
ticular  purpose,  and  said  the  consequence 
would  be  a  continuance  of  the  tax  on  coals 
and  wines  imported  into  the  port  of  Lon« 
don  for  three  years  longer  than  it  ought 
to*  continue,  which  would  be  laying  an 
additional  burthen  on  the  tnhabittots  of 
the  city  of  Westminster,  and  the  parts  ad« 
jacent  to  LondoUi  for  the  benefit  and  ad« 
vantage  of  the  more  distant  parts  of  the 
empire.  He  sifted  the  evideijce  of  Mr* 
Hasker  and  other  witnesses  who  bad  been 
examined,  and  observed  that  they  were 
all  in  some  degree  belonging  to  the  Poet« 
office ;  and  when  one  pert  of  their  evidencn 
was  compared  with  another,  it  appeared 
to  him  to  be  little  better  than  a  delusion. 
He  adverted  to  that  part  of  the  report 
which  stated  tbst  the  new  building  shoeld 
be  devoid  of  omement,  to  which  he 
objected  as  much  as  he  did  to  the  adop« 
tion  of  the  measure  at  all.  If  we  were  to 
have  a  new  building  on  which  Q4f^fiOQi» 
was  to  be  expended,  he  thonght.  that  as  • 
public  edifice,  it  ought  to  have  theed« 
vantage  of  ornensenta  and  deioretione.  It 
waa  ume  he  wonld  oec  wisli  to  see  tb« 
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entrance  resemUing  a  triamphal  trcb,  but 
he  wooid  have  the  ornaments  such  as  to 
distingoish  a  public  bailding  of  this  kind 
from  the  gloom  of  a  prison,  or  the  melan- 
choly appearance  of  an  hospital.  His 
main  objection,  however,  was  to  the  very 
great  expense,  at  a  period  when  the 
cooatry  was  so  little  able  to  bear  it ;  and 
as  •neb,  he  should  divide  the  House  on 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill. 
'  Mr.  Hammenky  said,  he  had  cairefally 
examined,  with  the  other  members  of  the 
committee,  the  numerous  and  great  in* 
conyeniences  attendant  on  the  old  Post- 
office.  Great  numbers  of  the  valuable 
aervanti  of  the  Government,  employed  in 
carrying  on  this  truly  beneficial  branch 
l>f  the  revenue^  were  shut  up  in  close 
rooms,  dirty  and  covered  with  smoke,  so 
that  their  health  must  be  in  danger,  one 
would  almost  think,  from  stifFocation.  It 
liad  been  obliged  to  be  enlarged  from 
time  to  time,  and  was  a  mass  of  old  houses 
taken  in  and  added  at  different  periods. 
Which  rendered  the  communication  of  one 
office  with  miother  extremely  difficult, 
mnd  very  often  apparently  dangerous  to 
persons  under  the  necessity  of  passing  in 
haste  from  one  to  another.  The  passages, 
miso,  were  so  narrow  and  ill  contrived, 
that  as  there  were  several  hundreds  there 
mt  a  time  in  the  course  of  the  day,  it  was 
surprising  tl^y  should  come  off  without 
broken  bones.  With  respect  to  the  new 
Post-office,  he  thought, the  necessity  of  it 
Was  apparent ;  and  as  to  its  situation,  he 
Was  inclined  to  think  it  as  favourable  as 
any  that  could  be  obtained.^  He  agreed 
with  his  hon.  friend  who  spoke  last,  that 
though  no  triumphal  arches  were  neces- 
sary, yet  in  a  public  building  of  that 
nature,  there  ought  to  be  a  degree  of 
magnificence  in  its  ornamental  decorations. 

Sir  Joufk  Yorke  said,  that  while  ho- 
nourable members  were  differing  about 
decorations  to  new  buildings,  he  most  beg 
io  remind  them,  that4  there  was  an  old 
public  building  in  this  metropolis  that  was 
still  unfinished.  He  meant  Somerset- 
bouse,  which  was  left  in  such  a  state  in 
some  parts  of  it  as  to  be  a  disgrace  to  the 
icountry. 

Mr.  If!es<€niwas  against  the  Bill.  |Ie 
did  hot  see  any  thine  in  the  Report  which 
^ould  warrant  the  adoption  of  such  amea- 
aure,  while  the  burthens  on  the  people 
were  so  oppressive.  Admitting  that  it 
would  be  an  improvement,  jt  was  still  in- 
cumbent to  show  an  urgent  necdssiiy  for 
It.    The  Orphans  Fund,  from  which  part 
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dTthe  money  was  to  be  taken,  wa9  a  fund 
derived  from  taxation,  to  which  ilie  inha- 
bitants of  London  and  its  vicinity  were 
peculiarly  liable.  But  was  this  measure 
more  peculiarly  advantageous  to  them 
than  to  the  people  of  the  whole  empire  ? 
It  was  known  that  this  fund  had  been  ap- 
plied to  many  public  purposes:  it  had 
been  applied  to  the  building  of  Black  friars- 
bridge  :  but  from  this  and  all  previous 
applications  of  it,  the  iuhabttants  of  Lon- 
don derived  the  benefit.  The  case  in  the 
present. instance  was  very  different ;  and 
therefore  if  the  object  was  desirable,  the 
public  at  large  should  bear  the  burthen. 
This  was  not  the  moment  to  involve  the 
country  in  any  expense  that  was  not 
strictly  necessary ;  and  as  no  necessity  had 
been  shown  for  the  measure,  >he  should 
vote  against  the  motion. 

^Ir.  ChftrUs  Long  repeated  the  grounds 
on  which  the  former  committee  had 
framed  their  Report.  Tbeir.opinion  wasy 
that  the  present  Post-office  was  totally 
inadequate  to  its  object,  and  they  had 
agreed  that  the  plan,  No.  1,  was  de* 
cidedly  the  best,  and  would  be  the  most 
economical.  In  allusion  to  the  remark 
of  Mr.  Western,  that  the  public  ought  to 
bear  the  expense,  the  right  lion,  gentle* 
man  observed,  that  the  greatest  portion  of 
the  expense  was  to  be  borne  by  the  public 
at  large,  and  a  moderate  part  by  the  City. 
The  reason  for  appropriating  a  part  of  the 
Orphans  Fund  towards  this  expense  was, 
that  it  combined  a  great  public  advantage 
with  a  considerable  improvement  in  the 
city  of  London.  He  was  decidedly  in 
favour  of  the  Bill,  although  ha  would  nave 
preferred  the  proposition  for  altering,  the 
present  Po&t>office|  if  it  could  possibly  have 
been  adopted, 

Mr.  Banket  would  not  on  any  occasion 
be  inclined  to  go  beyond  the  expendi- 
ture prescribed  by  actual  necessity.  He 
must  admit  that  the  present  Post-office 
was  extremely  inconvenient ;  but  he 
thought  that  as  the  business  which  had 
beeti  for  so  many  years  conducted  at  it, 
was  a  pattern  of  dispatch  and  regularity, 
there  was  no  necessity  for  the  new  build- 
ing. But  if  it  were  necessary,  he  did 
not  believe  a  better  site  could  be  chosen, 
as  the  ground  was  not  dearer  than  it  could 
be  purchased  any  where  else.  It  was  a 
wrong  idea  that  toe  business  required  the 
constant  attendance  of  such  a  number  of 
persons,  who  had  been  represented  as  shut 
vp  in  a  lazaretto  all  day.    On  the  con- 

Itrary,  they  were  not  in  attendance  more 
(O) 
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than  a  few  hours  a  day.  He  mu,  n^* 
withstanding  all  be  had  heard  and  read 
on  the  subject^  clearly  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  better  the  busiuesa  should  stand 
over  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Buitcrworth  thought  those  gentle- 
men who  were  on  the  committee  must  be 
satisfied  that  the  removal  of  the  Post-office 
was  absolutely  necessary.  For  the  last 
1 4  years  the  present  Post-office  had  cost 
the  country  on  the  average  not  less  than 
6,000/.  annually  for  repairs.  The  incon- 
veniences of  the  present  Post-office  he 
described  to  be  very  great.  He  urged 
the  importabce  of  coming  to  ain  immediate 
decision^  as  the  inhabitants  of  St.  MartinV 
le-Grand  had  been  for  the  last  two  years 
in  a  state  of  great  uncertainty*  which 
ought  now  to  be  terminated  with  the  least 
possible  delay.  The  present  establish- 
i^ient  subjected  those  employed  in  it,  to 
more  inconveniences  than  was  known  in 
any  of  the  government  offices.  It  was 
true,  a  part  of  the  business  was  necessarily 
done  by  candle-light;  but  the  situation  of 
those  who  were  thus  occupied,  ought  to  be 
'  ameliorated  as  much  as  possible,  by  giving 
them  lofty  apartments.  At  present — 
would  the  House  suffer  it  to  continue  ?— a 
valuable  body  of  the  public  servants,  were 
compelled  to  labour  in  offices  from  which 
both  light  and  air  were  excluded.  The 
building  of  the  new  Post-office  would 
employ  many*  hands  now  out  of  work. 
When  completed,  arrangements  might  be 
made  so  that  large  parcels  might  be  for- 
warded by  the  Post-office  (especially  to 
Ireland]  which  could  not  at  present  be 
done.  He  proceeded  to  set  forth  the 
Tariotts  advantages  which  would  result 
from  the  proposed  measure,  and  strongly 
insisted  that  the  able  and  satisfactory  man- 
ner in  which  the  business  of  the  establish- 
ment had  been  conducted  for  the  last 
twenty  years,  furnished  no  argument  in 
favour  of  the  continuance  of  inconve- 
niences which  were  not  known  in  other 
government  offices. 

Mr.  Itoltne  Sumner  was  still  of  opinion 
that  there  was  no  necessity  for  building  a 
new  Post-office,  and  that  even  if  it  were 
<)esirable,  the  present  was  not  the  time  for 
carrying  such  a  design  into  effect  Where 
the  present  building  stood,  there  were 
2,000  square  feet,  which  had  not  been 
boilt  upon,  and  13,000  more  between  the 
two  lanes  and  the  church  close  to  it  might 
lie  purchased  at  an  expense  of  38,000/.; 
and  these,  with  the  25,000  square  feet 
Already  occnpied^he  wia  of  Opinion,  would 
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give  an  area  saSciently  large  for  all  the 
business  of  the  Post-office,  which  had  hi* 
therto  been  transacted  so  well  within  a 
space  of  25,000.    The  plans  for  the  new 
Post-office  were  on  a  grand  scale;  one 
went  to  occupy  64,000  the  other  50,000 
square  feet :  but  he  saw  no  reason  for  sup- 
posing that  nearly  three  times  that  space 
was  now   requisite,  which  had  formerly 
been  sufficient.      The  Inland-office  waa 
well  managed  by  the  present   arrange- 
ment.   The  average  daily  delivery  waa 
38^000  letters,  but  on  Mondays  there  waa 
usual  ly  an  excess.  The  committee  had  seen 
44,000  letters  sorted  and  put  in  order  for  ^ 
delivery  in  the  coarse  of  45  minutes ;  and 
how,  without  the  aid  of  magic,  the  busi- 
ness of  that   department  was  to  be  per- 
formed quicker   by  any  change  wbich 
could  be  made,  he  had  yet  to  learn.    The 
estimates  given  in,  had  to  him  been  very 
unsatisfactory  ;  and  on  these  accounts,  in 
in  the  present  state  of  our  finances,  he 
thought  it  very  improper  to  incur  the  ex* 
pense  which  most  be  attendant  on  build- 
ing a  new  Post-office.     He  gave  a  detailed 
history  of  the  Orphans'  Fund,  from  ita 
establishment  in  the  time  of  Richard  2, 
down  to  the  present  period,  and  denied 
that  the  City  possessed  the  right  of  ap- 
propriating that  fund  as  they  had  taken 
upon  themselves  to  do,  and  to  tax  a  por- 
tion of  the  people    as  they   had    done* 
From  the  Orphans'  Fund  the  City  had 
drawn—for  the  building  of  BlackfrianK 
bridge,  00,000/.;  and  subsequently,  to  take 
off  the  toll,  64,000/.  more.     When  the 
City  was  about  building  Newgate,  100,000/* 
hadf  been  taken ;   to  buy  off  the  London- 
bridse  toll,  30,000/.;  to  repair  the  Royal 
Exchange,  which  waa  said  to  be  in  a  very 
dilapidated  state,  10,000/.;  and  to  improve 
the  river,  8,000/.,  in  all  nearly  300,000/. 
For  every  subsequent  improvement  this 
Orphana'  Fund  had  been  the  milch  cow, 
from  which  the  means  were  drawn.    The 
new  Debtors'  Gaol  was  paid  for  out  of  the 
Orphans'  Fund.    He  was  of  opinion  the 
City  ought  to  meet  such  charges  out  of 
their  own  means.    The  adjoining  counties 
of  Hertford,  Essex,  and  Surrey,  had  de- 
frayed the  expenses  of  their  gaols  in  a 
very  aatisiactory  manner.    It  waa  true,  it 
might  be  said  that  the  city  of  London  had 
to  provide  gaols  for  the  county  of  Middle- 
sex, but  for  this  it  was  remunerated.    If 
it  chose  to  give  up  the  remuneration  it 
received,  let  it  do  so,  and  let  the  expense 
of  the  prisons  be  met  by  a  coimty  rate. 
Mr;  GwfftU  recapitulated  a  part  of  the 
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second  report  of  tho  teteet  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  Hoose  to  inquire  Into  this 
apbject,  recommending  the  boilding  a 
tiew  pcNit-office.  That  report  wat  drawn 
op  on  the  spot,  and  agreed  to  nnanimoos- 
ly,  with  the  exception  of  the  member  for 
Sorrey.  He  shoold  Tote  for  the  aecond 
reading  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  JVo/me  Simmer  said,  he  had  omitted 
16  move  as  an  amendment,  that  the  Bill 
be  tead  a  second  time  thu  day  six 
months. 

The  Speaker  remarked,  that  it  was  too 
late  for  the  bon.  gentleman  to  make  loch 
a  motion,  consistently  viih  the  usage  of 
the  House* 

Lord  MHUM  wu  torprised  that  none  of 
the  City  members  bad  risen  to  Tindicate 
the  city  of  London  from  the  charge  pre- 
ferred agdnst  them  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
aaui  who  had  represented  them  to  be 
disposed  to  pay  part  of  the  expense  of 
this  great  undertaking  oat  of  funds  which 
were  not  their  own.  While  pretending 
to  pay  out  of  their  own  pockets,  they  in 
ihct  imposed  a  tax,  not  only  on  the  city 
of  London,  but  on  the  city  of  Westmiosteri 
and  on  all  places  in  their  vicinity,  as  in 
all  the  duty  on  coals  tended  to  advance 
the  price  of  fuel.  Before  the  city  came 
forward  in  aid  of  such  an  undertaking 
with  their  pretended  generosity,  they 
ought  to  show  that  they  did  not  do  this 
out  of  the  fonds  of  others;  and  this  done, 
unless  they  derired  a  greater  benefit  from 
the  proposed  change  than  the  inhabitants 
•f  other  places,  the  expense  ought  to  be 
borne  by  the  public  at  large.  At  all 
events,  if  they  did  contribute  towards  the 
new  building,  they  ought  to  do  it  at  their 
own  expense,  and  not  out  of  fonds  which 
they  had  appropriated  to  themselves  by 
means  which  he  would  not  describe. 

Sir  maiam  Qirnifsaid,  the  City  intended 
to  contribute  towards  the  expense  of  the 
new  Post-office  out  of  their  own  funds. 
They  meant  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  for 
that  purpose  by  duties  on  wine  and  coals 
brought  to  the  port  of  London.  An  hon. 
gentleman  had  correctly  given  the  history 
of  the  Orphans'  Fund;  but  he  had  not 
stated  the  means  by  which  it  was  taken 
firom  the  City  in  former  times.  Thank 
God !  the  country  had  now  an  honest 
Government!  but  formerly  the  country 
was  differently  circumstanced,  and  iti 
troublesome  times  Government  had  laid 
hands  on  the  money  entrusted  to  the  City, 
which  formed  the  Orphans'  Fund.  By 
the  advances  ^  made  from  the  Orphans' 


Fond"  the  City  had  not  benefitted  alone, 
and  when  the  hon.  gentleman  talked  of 
what  Surrey  and  other  counties  had  done, 
he  wished  to  ask  what  places  had  been 
benefitted    more  than  Surrey  by   those 
measures  of  which  he  complaified  ?     The 
toll  on  Blackfriars- bridge  had  been  con- 
sidered an  inconvenience ;  and  From  this, 
as  well  as  from  that  on  London-briJge, 
the  public  bad  been  relieved,  and  Surrey 
bad   paid  nothing  for  the  benefits  thus 
conferred  on  her.    In  the  same  spirit  the 
funds  of  the  City  had  furnished  the  means 
of  building  a  court-house  at  Westminster, 
and  another  at  Wbitechapel.     He  then 
referred  to  the  great  improvements  which 
bad  been  made  in  the  City  itself,  and 
wished  those  who  could  remember  it  as 
long  as  he  could,  to  compare  its  former 
state  with  what  it  now  was.     He  wished 
them  to  look,  for  instance,  at  Temple-bar 
and  Snow-hill.    He  denied  that  there  was 
any  thing  in  the  Orphans'  Fund    that 
made  it  one  with  which  the  City  ought 
not  on  such  occasions  to  interfere ;   and 
concluded  by  declaring,  that  they  were 
not  reduced  to  the  pitiful  and  disgraceful 
expedient  of  putting  their  .hands  upon 
funds  which  were  not  their  own,  in  order 
to  carry  into  execution  those  plans  which 
they  thought  it  their  doty  to  support  and 
countenance. 

Mr.  Bemiet  said,  that  when  the  city  of 
London  had  come  to  Parliament  on  the 
subject  of  the  Orphans'  Fund,  they  had 
spoken  of  it  as  having  been  dissipated 
during  "  the  late  troubles,"  but  had  not 
said  a  word  of  its  having  been  leixed  by 
the  Government. 

The  House  divided : 

For  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  1  iS 

Against  it  • •..••••    70 

Majority  ....••.•.    —70 

Lord  MiUcn  wished  to  know  in  what 
manner  the  Bill  was  to  be  committed. 

The  Speaker  said,  that  as  private  claims 
were  connected  with  it,  it  must,  in  tho 
first  instance,  go  to  a  committee  above 
stairs,  who  would  report  upon  it,  and^ 
subsequently,  it  would  come  before  a 
committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Motion  for  Powxa  to  the  Committxx 
ON  THX  Civil  List  Account]  Mr.  Tier* 
mjf  rose  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  for- 
ward his  promised  motion  upon  this  sub- 
ject. He  observed,  that  notwithstandin|p 
the  lateness  of  the  hour  it  would  be  more 
satisfectory  if  he  were  now  to  proceed, 
and  not  to  postpone  a  subject  of  so  wacb 
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importance.  Gentlemen  who  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  attending  the  present  and 
former  committees  on  the  Civil  List 
were  aware  that  he  had  failed  in  his  at- 
tempts to  invest  those  committees  with 
sufficient  powers  to  accomplish  any  use- 
ful purpose ;   and  they  knew,  abo,  that 

.  he  had  consented  to  atieml  them  only  for 
the  sake  of  trying  the  point,  that  the 
House  might  be  convinced  that  if  any 
good  practical  result  were  in  view,  it 
would  be  impossible  by  such  restricted 
means  to  attain  it.  In  order  that  the 
mere  production  and  investigation  of  pa- 
pers might  not,  however,  be  the  sole 
effect  of  Its  appointment,  be  had  made 
two  suggestions  to  the  Committee:  1. 
That  the  great  .object  ought  to  be  to 
examine  in  what  way  the  enormous  ex- 
penditure of  the  Civil  List  had  been  su- 
perintended. 2.  That  the  Committee 
ought  to  give  to  the  House  some  detailed 
estimates,  in  order  to  ascertain  what  rea« 
sonable  bounds  ought  to  be  put  to  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  Royal  Family.  To  the 
first  point,  which  had  for  its  object  the 
imposing  of  necessary  checks,  the  Com- 
mittee co/isented  entirely ;  but  with  the 
last  they  complied  only  in  pari,  being  of 
opinion  that  such  conduct  would  be  im- 
proper and  indecorous  in  the  Committee: 
but  they  recommended  that  a  motion  for 
the  purpose  should  be  made  in  the  House, 
and  it  was  not  doubted  that  such  estimates 
would  then  be  supplied  by  the  Crown. 
Having  gained  the  first  point,  he  thought 

,  that  he  had  accomplished  much,  being 
convinced  that  a  neglect  in  superin- 
tendence was  the  true  source  of  the  lavish 
and  uncontrolled  exj>enditure  in  the  Civil 
List. 

It  was  not  bis  intention  on  the  present 
occasion  to  go  into  a  detail  of  the  accounts 
on  this  subject ;  it  was,  indeed,  unneces* 
sary,  since  on  a  former  occasion,  when  he 
had  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
them, It  had  been  generally  felt,  and  denied 
by  none,  that  the  issue  from  the  Civil  List 
was,  he  would  not  say  unjustifiable,  but  at 
alleventfcarried  to  a  most  alarming  extent. 
His  object  now  was  to  bring  the  question, 
whether  the  Committee  ought  to  possess 
the  power  of  sending  for  and  examining 
witnesses,  to  another  issue;  and  he  was 

,  confident  that  he  was  addressing  many 
g^entlemen,  who  might  have  voted  against 
him  on  the  former  night,  but  who — after 
the  statement  of  the  two  objects  he  had 
in  view,  and. after  the  experience  they 
bad  had^  of  the  impossibility  of  their  ac* 


complishment  without  farther  power—*. 
would  now,  from  a  thorough  conviction 
of  their  duty,  give  bis  present  motion  theic 
hearty  support.  In  pursuing  this  subject, 
he  should  not  trouble  the  House  with  any 
details,  but  under  the  fourth  class  of  the 
Civil  List  expenditure,  and  even  that 
would  be  further  narrowed  to  tiie  depart* 
ment  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain.  He 
begged  it  to  be  understoodi  that  in  fixing 
upon  this  department  he  meant  nothing 
invidious  to  the  noble  lord  who  was  at  ita 
head;  and  he  promised,  that  if  he  suc- 
ceeded in  his  proppsal  this  night,  he  would,* 
on  a  future  occasion,  make  a  similar  mo«. 
tion  with  regard  to  the  oth^r  departments 
of  the  fourth  class.  On  the  mere  inspec- 
tion of  the  papers  upon  the  table,  no  gen- 
tleman would  deny  that  in  the  departn^ent 
of  the  Lord  Chamberlain  the  strictest 
examination  was  necessary ;  those  docu- 
ments, however,  supplied  only  the  gross, 
amounts  charged  by  the  Lord  Chamber- 
lain, the  Lord  Steward,  and  the  Master 
of  the  Horse ;  and  to  obtsun  a  few  parti- 
culars, it  was  necessary  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  tb^  House  to  some  of  the  accounts, 
already  furnished  to  the  Committee.  If 
they  were  not  perfectly  intelligible,  it  was 
the  fault  of  ministers,  who  would  not  al* 
low  them  to  be  regularly  laid  upon  the 
table  of  the  House  for  deliberate  investt* 
gation. 

The  right  bon.  member  meant  to  con-. 
fine  himself  still  further  to  that  portion  of 
the  Lord  Chamberlain's  accounts,  inde- 
pendent of  public  buildings,  and  of  those 
subjects  that  came  under  the  cognizance 
of  the  Board  of  Works.    It  would  be 
found,  on  an  inspection  of  the  papers,  that 
for  Carlton-house  only,  during  the  short 
space  of  two  years  ancf  three-quarters,  the 
enormous  sum  of  160,000/.  was  charged 
under  the  head  of  Furniture  and  Trades* 
men's  Bills,  perhaps  including  some  arti- 
cles of  plate.    He  had  a  right  to  say,  that. 
this  sum  was  most  exorbitant ;  and  it  took 
its  origin,  yerj^  singularly,  just  after  the 
splendid  fftte  given  by  the  Prince  Regent 
in  mil.    After  that  date  the  expenses  of 
Carlton-house,  in  the  respects  mentioned, 
had  branched  out  to  the  extent  of  1 60,000/.. 
It  ought  also  to  be  recollected,  that  at 
that  period  Parliament  voted  no  less  than 
100,000/.  to  the  Prince  Regent,  for  the 
augmented  expenses    of   bis  hovsehold. 
The   late    Mr.    Perceval    had  expressly, 
stated,  that  it  was  principally  to  be  ap-- 
plied  to  the  purchase  of  plate ;  and  tba/ 
whole  increase,  sinc^  the  year  lUU,  had- 
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not  li;en  le«  ihan  QdOfiOOL    [Lord  Cai- 
tlei;eagb  said,  that  ii  was  1 00,000/.]^ ^c* 
Tieniey  thought  the  surprise  of  the  noble 
lord,  at  the  amoont,  extremely  nataral : 
he  could  -not  readily  believe  that  it  was 
really  260,000/. ;  but  such  was  the  fact, 
including  the  )00,000i.  TOted  by  Parlia- 
ment.    He  begged   the  House  to  notice 
some  of  the  items  a«  they  bad  been  made 
out  above  stairs  by  the  committee.    For 
the  upholsterer  in  the  first  year,  the  sum 
charged   was   10,000/. ;    in  the    second, 
23,000/. ;    and   lor  tbree-qnartera  of  the 
third,  46,20 1  /•    This  showed  a  progressive 
and  most  wonderful  augmentation,  more 
especially  in  the  li^ti  three-quarters  of  a 
year,  which  nearly  doubled  the  charge 
for  the  whole  of  the  second  year.    The 
same  arithmetical  progression  would  be 
observed    in    the    expenses    of  or^moh, 
china,  and  glass;  the  latter  article^  for  the 
last  three-quarters  of  a  year  to  which 
the  civil  list  accounts  were    made   up, 
amounted  to  no  lese  than  13,366/.     For 
linen-drapery,  &c.  for  the  first  year  there 
was  charged   33,000/.;    for  the  second, 
41.000/. ;     and    for    the    three-quarters, 
64)000/.    Silversmiths  bills  were  charged 
in  the  first  year  32,000/. ;  in  the  second  at 
97,000/;   and  for  the  last  threequarten 
they  ascended  to  41,000/.    The  bills  of 
tradesmen  amounted  together  to  no  less 
than  J  38,000/.,  excluding  silversmiths  and 
jewellers,  whose  charge   was    111,000/. 
Next  came  what  was  called  the  Great 
Wardrobe:    in  the  first  year  43.000/.; 
in  the  second,  47,000/.;  and  in  the  third, 
72,000/.    These  were  sums  that  he  thonght 
would  astonish  the  House,  and  even  alarm 
the  noble  lord ;  and  yet  it  waa  required 
that  the  whole  subject  should  be  investi« 
Hated  by  means  of  what  could  be  laid  be- 
fore them  in  writing.  [Hear,  hear  !] 

He  admitted  that  there  was  a  certain 
degree  of  delicacy  to  be  observed  upon 
this  aubject ;  but  be  could  not  help  think- 
ing that  the  Royal  Family  most  be  ex- 
tremely anxious  that  it  shoold  be  fully 
investigated.  Why  they  should  be  un- 
willing, or  ihoiild  teel  any  degree  of  aore- 
ness  on  the  t^ch  of  Parliament,  be  could 
not  imagine ;  and  be  had  not  heard  a 
single  argument  used  on  the  other  side, 
hot  that  Parliament  Ivad  never  so  inter- 
fered. Why  was  rachprorasion  allowed  ? 
And  why,  when  the  civil  list  was  so  deeply 
Id  debt,  did  ministers  endeavour  to  pay  it 
ofi*  as  soon  as  powible,  and  with  as  little 
inquiry  as  possible  }  The  investigation 
inight  be  deemed  indelicate;  it  had  been 


for  yeara  postponed  ;  the  House  was  will* 
ing  to  try  the  parties  a  little  longer,  nnlil 
after  four  or  five  years  the  accoimta  wer^ 
produced  in  a  state  unparalleled  in-tke 
history  of  any  Coort  of  Europe.    It  would 
be  said,  that  these  amounta  were  not  th# 
ordinary  expenses  6f  the  Royal  Family 
merely;  that  32,000/.  waa  to  be  deducted 
on  account  of  the  Royal  Viiitort,  and  that 
a  reduction  ought  to  be  made  in  the 
charge  for  plate  and  jewels.    It  wap  troe^ 
that  the  expense  for  investing  the  knighta 
of,  the  several  orders,  for  ambassador!^ 
for  great  officers  of  state,  and  for  the  in* 
vesting  of  foreign  Sovereigns,  amoonting 
to  20,358/.,  ought  not  to  be  include^ 
which,  with  the  former  torn,  would  re- 
done the  charge  for  jewellery,  ^c.  to 
l^ot  62.000/.  or  23,000/.  a  year,  in- 
cluding two    yeara   and   threeH]nartera.* 
He  appealed  to  the  House  whether  anr 
such  permanent  and  cdntinned  ezpendi* 
ture  could  be  necessary?  Another  point 
to  be  investigated  was,  to  whom  the  jewels^ 
fcc.  belonged  ?  Tbey  were  paid  for  out  of 
the  civil  list  by  the  public—then  they 
belonged  to  the  public,  and  ought  at  least 
to  be  herediury  with  the  Crown.     Of 
what  nse  ff as  the  privy  purse  of  73,0001. 
per  annum,  if  the  civil  list  were  lo  be  so 
applied  ?  Was  no  part  of  that  sum  to  be 
devoted  to  the  maintenance  of  the  spten* 
door  of  the  Crown  ?  It  waa  worthy  of  re* 
mark  alio,  that  in  none  of  these  accoonta 
waa  any  credit  stated  :  32,000/.  had  been 
paid  for  furniture  for  the  Sovereigns  on 
'  their  visit.  What  was  become  of  it  ?  They 
had  not  taken  it  fiway  with  them.    Into 
whose  poesession,  then,  had  it  devolved  ? 

He  did  not  complain  of  any  unwilling* 
ness  te  furnish  accounts  to  the  committee  ; 
but  if  the  complicated  subject  were  to  be 
so  investigated,  not  one  session,  nor  ti R 
sessions  would  be  sufficient  for  the  laboor* 
In  the  committee  room,  when  a  boat  of 
eabinet  roioisters,  secretaries,  paymasters, 
and  other  adherents  were  ranged  against 
three  or  foor  individuals,  it  was  amusing 
to  notice  the  mode  of  proceeding — if  the 
necessity  of  any  document  were  suggested^ 
the  most  ready  compliance  was  given  as  a 
matter  of  favour ;  it  was  not  allowed  that 
the  committee  should  issue  any  direct  and 
public  order  from  itself,  but  the  piper  waa 
procured  by  a  sort  of  whisper  ia  the  ap- 
plication for  it,  and  a  whisper  in  return  oii 
compliance— when  papers  were  obtained, 
they  were  not  implicitly  to  be  relied  upon, 
not  because  they  were  garbled  (for  that 
he  did  not  mean  to  assert),  but  becautv 
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ibey  migbl  be  garbled,  and  at  the  best 
woold  afibrd  no  information  oo  which  the 
cominittee  could  satisfactorily  act.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  said,  he  had  there* 
fore  taken  this  early  op|)ortunity  of  sab- 
initting  bis  motion  for  xrhd  voce  exami- 
nations ;  because,  although  every  day  his 
case  would  have  been  strengthened  by 
the  vain  proceedings  of  the  committee^ 
'  yet  every  day  the  attendance  of  members 
in  the  House  would  have  been  diminished. 
He  begged  to  refer  the  House  to  a  letter 
written  by  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
Mashy  to  an  application  by  Mr.  Wharton 
on  this  subject  two  or  three  years  ago» 
which  at  that  time  had  given  the  greatest 
salisfactton,  because  it  declared  that  be* 
fcre  any.  furniture  was  ordered,  the  Lord 
Chaoiberlain  always  ascertained  that  H 
was  necessary;  an  estimate  was  then 
aade  out  of  the  espense,  and  an  inspec- 
tion was  afterwards  had  that  the  article 
was  worth  the  charge.  What,  however, 
was  bis  surprise  and  disappointment  when, 
l^n.tbe  28tb  of  April  last,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Lord  Chamberlain  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  committee,  in  which  be  declared,  that 
what  Mr.  Mash  bad  said  was  not  official, 
but  that  it  applied  to  all  royal  palaces  not 
in  the  occupation  of  the  King  or  of  the 
Prince  Regent.  That  was  exactly .  the 
point  in  dispute,  for  if  the  Prince  Regent 
had  the  ancontrolled  direction  of  the  fur- 
niture, &c.  of  Carlton-house,  and  it  was 
paid  for  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  people, 
it  wu  ^  system  that  ought  not  to  be  en- 
dared.  The  state  of  things  was  exactly 
this,  that  all  those  guards  existed  in 
palaces  not  occupied  by  the  King  or  the 
rrince  Regent,  but  that  his  Royal  High- 
ness might  order  what  furniture  he 
pleased  to  any  amount  for  bis  own  palace, 
without  the  slightest  possible  check  or 
coatrol.  It  was  true,  that  the  plate  was 
afterwards  examined ;  but  with  regard  to 
furnUure  of  the  most  expensive  kind,  there 
waa  ao  restraint. 

It  coold  not  be  meant  to  be  said  that 
things  should  remain  in  this  state.  He 
did  not  believe  that  gentlemen  knew  that 
it  was  such;  for  the  committee  of  1812 
and  1813  bad  relied  upon  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Mash,  and  they  imagined,  conse- 
quently, that  previous  estimates  were 
always  made.  Those  who  argued  in  op- 
position to  the  motion,  must  contend  to 
this  extent,  that  there  was  in  the  Crown  a 
power,  independent  of  the  Lord  Chamber- 
lain, to  give  orders  to  tradesmen  to  any 
extent,  fur  which  the  public  were  to  pay> 


The  right  hon.  gentleman  said;  he  denied 
the  doctrine,  and  maintained  that  such 
order  ahd  delivery  of  the  |;ood8  consti- 
tuted a  private  debt,  for  which  the  King 
or  the  Prince  Regent  was  liable,  which 
was  not  to  be  defrayed  out  6f  the  civil 
list.  It  was  directly  in  the  teeth  uf  Mr. 
Burke's  Bill,  which  declared  that  the  Lord 
Chamberlain  was  to  be  responsible.  It 
was,  indeed,  one  object  he  had  in  view  in 
this  motion,  to  show  the  House  that  it  was 
in  vain  to  appoint  committees,  unless- it 
made  the  Lord  Chamberlain  feel  that  he 
was  responsible ;  although  he  had  recently 
fulfilled  what  was  called  his  duties,  as  if 
he  were  answerable  far  nothing.  If  the 
House  would  allow  witnesses  to  be  eta- 
mined,  Mr.  Tierney  pledged  himself  to 
prove; beyond  a  doubt,  that  an  immense 
amount  of  fu mi  tore  had  been  purchased, 
that  no  man  living  could  establish  to  be 
at  all  necessary  ;  and  he  thought  the 
House  bound  to  interpose  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  people  of  England,  who  ought 
not  to  be  imposed  upon  and  joggled  out 
of  their  hard  earnings  for  the  sake  of  gra- 
tifying caprices.  The  right  hon.  gentle- 
man  then  read  to  the  House  several  parts 
of  Mr.  Burke's  Bill,  in  order  to  prove  that 
the  Lord  Chamberlain  was  by  it  made  re- 
sponsible in  all  such  cases  as  those  to 
which  he  had  referred.  He  pointed  out  a 
positive  enactment,  providing,  that  if  the 
King  shall  order  furniture,  it  must,  before 
it  can  be  supplied,  receive  the  approbation 
of  the  Lord  Chamberlain.  The  answer 
would  probably  be,  that  Mr.  Burke's  Bill 
had  been  for  some  years  a  mere  dead 
letter.  So  much  the  greater  necessity  was 
there  for  reviving  it ;  especially  in  these 
times,  when,  however  indulgent  the 
House  might  wish  to  be,  it  could  not 
countenance  an  unprecedented  expendi- 
ture of  1 60,000/.  He  maintained  that  the 
office  of  Lord  Chamberlain  ongbt  not  to 
be  converted  into  a  sinecure,  with  great 
patronage  annexed  to  it,  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  allowing  the  occupant  of  the 
thrOne  to  run  into  any  extravagancies  that 
were  to  be  paid  for  by  the  people  of  Eng- 
land ;  for  it  was  a  mockery  to  say  that 
by  them  it  must  not  be  defrayed.  It  now, 
therefore,  did  not  appear  wonBerful  that 
so  much  importance  was  attached  to  the 
appointment  of  certain  officers  of  the 
household.  It  was  how  seen  of  what  ad- 
vantage it  was  to  have  the  Lord  Chamber- 
lain independent  of  ministers.  The  noble 
lord  ppposite  (lord  Castlereagh)  had  no 
more  control  over  the  Lord  Chamberlainj 
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•xcepi  from  ramily  affeclion,  Ihan  be  (Mr. 
Ti«rney)  had.     The  Prince  Regent  bed 
only  io  say  that  auch  jewel kry,  or  auch 
furniture  should  be  sent  in,  and  ao  thai 
the  orders  came  from  aome  palace  wh«re 
bin    iioyal  Uighneaa  waa  reaidin(r»  thrre 
was  no  control  ofer  them.     He  wished 
also  to  obifrve  on  the  suma  charged  for 
foreign  ambassadors:  there  was  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Uili»  M'bu  wati  no  ambassador*  but  the 
accounta  called  bim  an  arobasaador,  and 
be  'had    ambassador'a  plate,   fbr  which 
3,y6d/.  was  charged.    He  did  not  know 
whether  this  plate  waa  really  given  ;  very 
oiien,  he  belieted^  the  money  was  ac- 
cepted instead  of  the  plate.    There  Was 
also  nearly  the  same  sum  for  plate  to  Mr. 
A'Court,  who  be  believed  was  no  ambas« 
aador*    This,  however*  was  as  much  as 
was  paid  for  plate  to  lord  Stewart  and  the 
doke  of  Wellington;  and  the  same  was 
paid  for  plate  to  Mr.  Canning*  that  the 
dignity  of  England  might  be  maintained 
with  doe  splendour  at  the  court  of  Lisbon, 
which,  with  I4>j000^  for  salary,  and  the 
sum  for  oot6t,  was  pretty  well  for  one 
year.     This  plate,   he   understood,  was 
often  not  actually  bought;  in  1806,  for 
instance,  lord    Cathcart  was    appointed 
ambassador  to  Ruuia,  but  be  never  went 
thither.    He  was  long  enoosh  appointed, 
however,  to  be  entitled  to  bis  plate,  and 
be  took  4,400/.  instead  of  it.    Now;  what 
the  real  state  of  the  expenditure  wa^  it 
was  impossible  to  ascertain,  without  call- 
ing the  officers  who  were  acquainted  with 
It,  and  examining  them   in  person.    It 
was  true  the  examination  might  be  car* 
ried  on,  as  a  trial  at  the  Old  Bailey  might 
be,  by  letter ;  but  it  could  nol  be  very 
expeditious,  or  very  satisfactory.    It  was 
not  to  be  expected  that  the  accounts  of 
the  expenditure  should  be  taken  without 
any  inquiry.    The  Chsncellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer  was,   he    understood,  about  to 
frame  an  estimate  of  such  part  of  the  ex* 
penditure  as  arose  flrom  foreign  mittions, 
to  enlarge  or  curtail  it,  but  at  any  rate  to 
reduce  it  to  an  intelligible  state ;   nor 
would  it  be  supposed  that  any  estimate 
could  preclude  the  necessity  of  asking 
<|uesti0ns  respecting  it.    How,  then,  could 
it  be  supposed  that  the  committee  which 
was  to  inquire  into  the  grounds  of  the  ex* 

genditure  of  the  civil  list,  could  be  satis- 
ed  by  merely  seeing  it  stated  ? 
^  His  object  in  reality  was,  u  far  as  pos- 
sible, to  uke  cTery  thing    relating  to 
their  expenditure  from  the  control  of  the 
Bojf a1  Family,  and  to  place  it  uojer  the 
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control  of  responsible  persons.    This  did 
not  arise  from  any  want  of  delicacy  to  tho 
Royal  Family  ;  for  that  delicacy  would 
not  be  abown  by  aoffering  mattera  to  re* 
main  in  their  preaent  atate,  in  which  it 
waa  necessary  that,  from  year  to  year# 
tbey  should  be  dragged  before  the  public. 
From  this  be  wished  to  exempt  them; 
aud  at  the  same  time  to  provide,  as  well 
for  the  strictest  economy  of  the  public 
money,  as  for  the  due  splendour  of  the 
Crown.    The  Prince  Regent  might  re* 
quire  from  the  responsible  officer  every 
thing  suited  to  the  dignity  of  the  Crowns 
and  nothing  so  required  would  be  denied. 
He  wished  the  wardrobo  and  the  jewela 
to  be  put  on  this  footing ;  and  tho  firu 
class  ot  expenditure  would  then  remain 
alone  with  his  Roval  Highness,  vis,  the 
money  paid  directly  into  his  hands.    Il 
was  to  be  remembered,  that  the  Prince 
Regent  had  the  disposal  of  n  priv^  puss* 
of  70,0001  n  year ;   but  io  addttioo  t# 
that,  be  bad  the  direction  of  the  jeweb^ 
and  wardrobes,   and  furniture,   withona 
check  or  control.    It  could  not  be  sup* 
posed  that  ^is  Royal  Hiphness's  mind  waa 
set  on  these  frivolous  objects.    The  buikU 
ing  department  bad  been  entrusted  to  m 
board  which  was  to  be  permanent,  and 
which  might  stand  as  a  permanent  se* 
curity  between  the  Crown  and  the  coun* 
try.    Why,  then,  were  not  the  other  de* 
partments  placed  on  the  same  footing? 
why  was  such  an  arrangement  to  be  lest 
desired  with  respect  to  those  departmenta 
either  by  the  Prince  Regent  or  the  coou% 
try?   But  before  any  such  change  was 
carried  into  effect,  it  was  necessary  for 
him  to  show  before  the  committee,  thai 
no  inconvenience  would  result  from  socli 
an  arrangement,  and  to  that  end  he  wished 
to  examine  the  persons  connected  with 
the.department    How  couU  this  hi  done 
by  letter?  bow  was  it  possible  by  that 
course  of  proceeding  to  bring  to  light 
the  abuse  or  negligence  in  the  different 
departments,  that  censure  micht  be  fixed 
upon  them,  and  that  it  might  be  really 
aKertained  what  sum  was  necessary  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  splendour  of  tl|# 
Crown?  This  was  not  a  party  question; 
and  with  the  exception  of  an  allusion  to 
Mr.  Canning,  for  which  he  apologised*,  he 
had  said  nothing  that  savoured  of  party 
matten ;  and  this  he  owed  to  the  number 
of  gentlemen,  who,  unconoected  with  any 
party,  had  supported  him  on  a  former 
occasion.     He   had   now   made   out   a 
practical  case  more  strongly  tbaa   he 
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conld  have  made  out  the  theoretical  case 
before.  As  to  the  charge  which  had 
been  brought  against  him  as  wishing  to 
interfere  %vith  the  internal  arrangement  of 
the  household — with  the  scullions,  turn- 
spits, and  he  knew  not  what,  it  was  fo- 
reign from  his  thoughts.  There  was  no 
man  who  wished  more  to  support  the 
dignity  of  the  Crown  ;  but  he  wished  to 
iocolcate  the  idea  that  it  was  not  for  us  to 
o&ter  into  competition  with  foreign  mo- 
narchies in  splendour :  '  the  chastened 
splendour  of  the  British  monarchy  in- 
spired more  real  awe  for  the  Monarch  of 
EnglaiEid,  than  any  paltry  attempts  to  imi- 
late  a  magnificence  for  which  we  were 
not  calculated.  What  was  really  neces- 
sary to  4her  dignity  of  the  Crown  he 
should  -willingly  pay ;  but  he  could  not 
agree,  to  support  the  merciless  e^ttrava* 
gance  of  the  last  two  years  and  three 
quarters.  If  all  the  House  did  was  to 
grant  the  money,  and  to  pass  through  the 
-ceremony  of  a  committee,  it  would  not 
aland  very  well  in  the  estimation  of  the 
•country.  He  hoped  they  would  pause 
before  they  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  bis  pro- 
positibn,  for  while  they  liberally  paid  all 
that  the  dignity  of  the  Crown  required, 
It  was  necessary  to  show  something  like 
sympathy  with  the  people  [Hear,  hear  !]. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by 
laoviDg. 

'' That  the  select  committee  appointed 
to  take  into  consideration  the  account 
presented  to  the  House  upon  the  20th  day 
of  March  last  by  Mr*  Arbuthnot,  by  the 
command  of  bis  Koyal  Highness  the 
Prince  Megent,  relating  to  his  Majesty's 
Cifil  liat^  and  to  examine  the  said  ac- 
counti  and  report  the  same  as  it  shall  ap* 
pear  to  them,  together  with  their  obser?a- 
lions  thereupon,  to  the  House,  faave  power 
to  send  for  Mr.  T.  B.  Mash,  of  the  Lord 
Chamberlain's  office.'' 

Lord  CofiUftagh  said,  that  the  motion 
af  the  right  hon.  gentleman  might  be 
considered  rather  as  an  appeal  from  the 
Judgment  of  the  House  on  a  former  night, 
than  a  veasure  which  had  arisen  from 
the  inquiries  of  ibe  committee.  The  au- 
thority of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was 
io  be  received  alM  with  some  distrust,  as 
tie  had  said  he  had  attended  the  com* 
outtee  with  no  other  intention  than  to 
bring  the  question  again  before  the  House. 
There  was  oe  one  oonld  wish  more  lor  an 
investigation  of  the  aeoonnu  than  the 
Vrince  Regent ;  bot  no  ground  bad  been 
Aom  to  satidjr  the  House  that  it  was 


necessary  to  depart  from  the  re^pectfur 
course  which  had  always  been  adopted 
towards  the  Crown— *whicb  had .  been,  to 
take  all  information  from  communications 
from  the  Crown  itself,  and  never  by  exa- 
mination of  its  officers.  The  nobie  lord 
said,  he  should  follow  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman's own  clear  and  perspicuous  order, 
and  should  have  no  occasion  to  dispute 
his  figures.  The  first  great  pomt  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  argument  was  the 
admitted  excess  in  the  three  great  de- 
partments, those  of  the  Lord  Chamber- 
lain, the  Lord  Steward,  and  the  Master  of 
the  Horse.  To  one  part  a  remedy  had, 
as  far  as  it  wai  necessary,  been  applied, 
by  the  appointment  of  ihe  Board  of  Works, 
which  was  a  control  on  the  expenditure 
of  the  Crown  in  that  branch.  It  was 
necessary  to  establish  some  i«tandard  at 
which  the  reasonable  expenditure  of  the 
Crown  should  be  taken.  This  could  not 
be  the  estimate  of  1&04,  which  had  been 
acknowledged  by  the  committees  of  1 812 
and  1813,  to  be  too  small ;  and  it  was  only 
provided  that  estimates  should  be  pro- 
duced when  the  expenditure  exceeded 
24,000/.  above  that  estimate.  The  ex* 
pense,  therefore,  recognized  by  Parlia* 
ment,  was  for  the  Lord  Chamberlain's 
department  121,000/*— for  the  Lord  Stew- 
ard's 105,000/.-.for  the  Master  of  the 
Horse  30,000/.— in  ail  256,000/.  The 
actual  expenditure  had  been,  in  1812, 
268,000/.— in  1813,  279>000/.— in  the 
three  qoarters  of  1814,  428,000/.  The 
expense  of  the  Temaining  quarter  could 
not  be  at  the  same  rate  as  the  three  first ; 
taking  it  to  be  70,000/.  or  )-4th  of  the 
fbraier  y^r,  it  would  make  408,000/. 
The  recognized  expenditure,  250,000/. 
being  deducted  from  this  gave  a  remainder 
of  2^2.000/.  to  the  excess  of  the  last 
year.  But  he  wbuld  ask  even  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  was  there  not  an  obvious 
interpretation  of  this  excess?  From  the 
most  accurate  estimate  which  had  been 
made  out,  an  expense  of  I32,(X)0/.  had 
arisen  from  the  presence  of  the  Royal 
Visitors ;  so  that  deducting  this  from 
the  exceeding  in  the  expense  of  the 
three  last  quarters,  there  would  remain 
about  (K),000/.  as  the  extra  expense  of 
the  Sovereign.  From  this  was  to  be 
taken  also  15  or  20,000/.  for  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Princess  Charlotte,  and  about 
13  or  14,000/.  for  plate  to  foreign  am- 
bassadors, which  would  reduce  the  sum  of 
WfiOOl.  to  60,000/.  If  to  this  were  added 
the  excess  of  thq  two  former  years,  one 
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of  12JQ001.  ih€  other  of  2S.000/.  it  would 
bo  seen  that  the  excets  in  all  the  three 

Jear»  was  from  SOfiiM.  to  90|000/.    Now, 
e  iliould  show  thai  the  Prince  Regent 
bad  not  in  reality  incurred  any  exceti, 
but  that  the  public  had  been  benefited  by 
bis  conduct* ,  During  the  time  that  the 
Prince  Regent  held   the   restricted    re* 
gency  he  had   not  received  any  thing 
Koai  parliament^  though  he  had  incurred 
great  expenses;  but  when  he  assumed  the 
unrestricted  regency,  he  afjplied  half  his 
rerenoe  as  Prince  of  Wales  to  the  pay- 
ment of  those  debts  which  he  had  con- 
uacted  as  an  individual ;  after  the  liqui« 
dation  of  the  debts,  the  revenue  would 
revert    to    the    public.      The    sum    of 
100,000(.  had  been  granted  to  his  Royal 
Highness  for  outfit.    This  ^w,  however, 
bis  Royal  Highness  applied  to  the  liqui- 
dation in  part  of  his  debts,  so  that  the 
revenue  of  60,000/.  would  revert  to  the 
public  a  year  and  three-quarters  before  it 
otherwise  would  have  done.     If  this  sum 
was  placed  in  the  account,  as  it  had  been 
made  use   of  for  the  public  benefit,  it 
would  be  found  that  there  had,  instead  of 
an  exQCss,  been  a  falling-off  in  expense. 
Thus,  all  that  part  of  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tieman's  argument  fell   to  the  ground ; 
§or  if  that  sum  of  100,000/.  had  been  ap« 
plied  to  the  purchase  of  plate,  &c.  the 
expense    would  have   fallen  within  the 
Kecognised  estimate.     An  unfair  advan- 
tage had  been    taken  of   the   name  of 
^cottage,'  to  raise  a  prejudice  against  the 
expense  which  had  been  incurred  in  the 
erection  of   a  residence  for   his    Royal 
Highness  near  Windsor :  but  when  it  was 
considered  that  the  sum  of  17,000/.  for 
furnishing  this  house  was  the  only  sum 
which   had  been  incurred  for  a  country 
residence  for  the  person  exercising  the 
supreme  government  of  the  country,  the 
smallness,  rather  than  the  magnitude  of 
U,  ^ould  be  subject  of  wondert    How 
much  more  would  have  been  the  expense 
of  fitting  Dp  Hampton  Court,  if  the  Prince 
Regent  had  chosen  to  reside  there !  How 
great  the  ioconvenience  to  the  numerous 
families  who  would  have  been  displaced ! 
The  cottage,  as  it  was  called,  afibrded  a 
residence  for  his  Royal  Highness  and  his 
anite,  with  the  advantage  of  proximity  to 
his  family  at  Windsor.    The  statement  of 
the  light  hon.  gentleman  had  been  ex** 
tremely  exaggerated,  perhaps  from  his 
not  having  known  the*  circumstance  of 
the  application  of  the  100,000/. ;  but  he 
l^td  idso  made  an  assertion  which  was  the 
(  VOL.  XXXI. ) 
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reverse  of  the  fact,  namely,  that  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  Crown  in  this  country 
was  infinitely  greater  than  that  of  any 
other  country.     To  refute  this  assertion 
he  should  only  mention  the  Civil  List 
of  one  million  sterling,  which  had  been 
granted  to  Louis  the  1 8tha  solely  to  main* 
tain  the  dignity    of  the  Crown:    while 
the  Prince  Regent  bad  only  the  disposal 
of  a  privy  purse,  of  which  all,  except 
28,000/.  a  year,  was  regularly  paid  in 
stated   pensions.    A  'detail  of  his  other 
expenditure  had  been  also  presented,  in 
which  every  sum  above  50O/.  was  spe* 
cified  ;  and  yet  it  was  asked  that  a  species 
of  inquiry,  never  before  applied   to  the 
subject,  should  be  extended  to  it.    The 
right  hon.  gentleman  should  also  hava 
mentioned  a  most  material  circumstance, 
viz.— that  there  was  a  warrant   of  tha 
Prince   Regent's    before   the   committee 
which  provided  that  very  remedy  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  recommended, 
and  which  enjoined*-!'.  That  estimates 
should  be  made  out  of  the  expense  of  the 
Lord  Chamberlain's  department  as  for- 
merly— 2.    That    no    goods    should    be 
furnished  by  the  tradeimen  of  the  Royal 
Family  but  on  an  order  from  a  responsible 
officer,  which  was  to  be  necessary  as  a 
voucher  for  the  debt — and  3,  That  when 
the  orders  amounted  to  1,000/.  above  the 
estimates,  supplemental  estimates  should 
be  made  out, — [Mr.  Tierney  here  pb- 
served,  that  no  such  warrant  is  before  the 
committee.]— -If  the  warrant  was  not  now 
before  the  committee,  it  would  be  in  a 
day  or  two.    This  system  would  provide 
all  the  checks  which  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman   recommended.     The  noble  lord 
contended  that  the  statements  of  Messrs, 
Mash   and  Calvert  were  perfectly  con- 
sistent; and  obterYed  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  gone  into  the  committee, 
not  with  a  view  to  gain  information,'but 
to  try  whether  he  could  contrive  to  make 
out  some  case  upon  which  he  might  rest 
an  appeal  to  that  House  to  reverse  its 
decision  of  a  former  evening.    Such  a- 
case,  however,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
had  failed  to  make  out ;  and  therefore  he 
trusted   the  House  would  adhere  to  its 
former  decision. 

The  Earl  of  Yarmouth,  adverting  to  the 
observation  of  the  right  hon^  mover,  as  to 
the  Prince  Regent's  display  of  plate  in 
1811,  stated  that  but  a  very  small  part  of» 
that  plate  belonged  to  his  Royal  Highness;- 
and  he  would  ask  any  gentleman  in  that 
ifHouse,  or  in  the  coantry,  whether,  wheu 
I     (P) 
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the  Allied  Sovereigni  ▼i6ited  this  coantry« 
he  coold  endure  to  see  the  royal  table 
fornisbed  with  plate  borrowed  from  the 
iilyersmiths  of  London^  or  from  the  duke 
of  Devonshire*  or  other  private  friends  of 
the  Prince  Regent  On  such  a  disiin- 
^ished  occasion  it  was  surely  due  to  the 
splendour  of  the  Crown,  that  the  Regent 
■bould  be  supplied  with  a  suitable  service 
•f  plate  for  the  entertainment  of  his  illos- 
#aous  guests.  The  right  hon.  mover  had 
asked  what  was  become  of  the  King's 
plate?  The  noble  earl  said»  be  under- 
stood that  it  was  distributed  among  the 
Members  of  the  Royal  Family ;  but  this 
plate*  being  the  property  of  *tbe  publicj 
might  of  course  be  re-demanded.  With 
regard  to  the  other  points  alluded  to  by 
the  right  hon.  igentleman*  he  could  not 
pretend  to  speak  upon  that  with  which 
ne  bad  no  concern— with  which*  indeed* 
he  wai  io  no  degree  conversant. 

Mr.  Wyrm  animadverted  strongly  upon 
the  appropriation  of  the  lOO.OOOr  alluded 
to  by  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh),  to  a 
purpose  quite  different  from  that  for 
which  tt  was  voted  by  Parliament.  The 
bon.  gentleman  read  the  provision  of  Ihe 
Act,  vis.  that  100,000/.  should  be  granted 
to  his  Majesty*  in  order  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses incident  to  the  assumption  of  the 
royal  functions  by  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent.  Who,  then*  he  would 
ask*  .had  been  bold  enough  to  advise  a 
dispensation  with  this  law*  by  directing 
such  a  contravention  of  iu  letter  and  ob- 
ject as  the  noble  lord  had  stated*  and 
atated*  too*  in  the  way  of  panegyric? 
With  respect  to  the  motion  before  the 
House,  he  thought  it  impossible  to  come 
at  the  truth  in  a  case  of  this  nature  by 
anjT  other  means  than  through  the  exami- 
nation of  md  voce  evidence.  Indeed,  if 
k  were  not  for  such  examination,  that 
inquisitorial  power  through  which  com- 
mittees of  that  House  had  been  able  to 
trace  such  enormous  abuses  in  various  de- 
partments* would  become  utterly  nuga- 
tory. The  noble  lord  had  said,  that  to 
grant  this  motion  would  be  an  innovation 
upon  the  constitution.  This  was  a  doc- 
Irine  which  had  never  been  very  boldly 
brought  forward*  and  geniiemen  in  infe- 
rior departments  had  genorally  been  put 
fcrward  to  make  the  assertion.  For  four 
hundred  years  these  inquiries  had  been 
oxercised  by  the  House;  and*  in  1760,  a 
itoajority  had  declared,  that  it  had  a  riffhl 
to  examine  into  the  abuses  of  the  Crvil 

Jhitt*  ^  w«H  M  iain  AH  other  d^yarukeati;. 


The  House  should  give  greater  powers  to 
the  present  committee,  in  order  to  render 
their  labours  more  effectual  Chan  on 
fbrmer  occasions.  None  .of  the  articles 
removed  had  been  accounted  for*  and  tho 
House  were  justified  in  presuming  that 
there  had  been  an  abuse.  The  commtttee 
should*  therefore,  be  enabled  to  examine 
persons  vM  voce,  for  tt  was  by  sucfo 
means  only  that  the  abuses  in  the  Navy 
had  been  detected. 

Mr.  ttote  observed,  that  although  nine 
or  ten  applications  had  been  made  to  the 
House  since  the  Civil  List  was  established* 
in  order  to  obtain  the  discharge  of  Its 
arrears,  no  such  proposition  as  the  present 
was  ever  brought  forward.  In  all  former 
applications  respecting  the  Civil  List^ 
accounts  had  been  furnished,  but  in  soch 
a  way  as  to  throw  no  light  whatever  on 
the  subject.  {Hear*  hearl]  At  present 
very  minute  details  had  been  given*  and 
every  one  who  looked  at  them  might 
judge  of  the  state  of  the  Civil  List  without 
examining  witnesses  pivd  voce, 

Mr.  T%oma»  Qmrtenay  conceived^  that 
he  was  the  member  whose  former  opinions 
had  been  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Wynn.  He 
had  not  denied  the  right  of  the  House  in 
regard  to  the  Civil  List;  but  he  had  stated* 
and  he  would  state  again*  that  from  the 
period  of  the  settlement  of  the  Civil  List 
upon  its  present  footing,  a  few  years  after 
the  Revolution,  no  such  motion  as  that 
made  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
ever  been  agreed  to,  or  even  been  pro- 
posed  to  the  House ;  although  there  had 
been  many  hostile  motions  in  regard  to 
the  Civil  List.  It  was.very  true*  that  the 
House  had,  in  the  year  1780*  resolved* 
that  it  had  a  right  to  correct  abuses  In 
the  Civil  List;  but  there  were  many 
branches  of  the  Civil  List  besides  those 
connected  with  the  King's  household*  and 
a  distinction  of  this  nature  had*  at  the 
time*  been  taken  by  sir  Fletcher  Norton, 
He  would  not  now  argue  as  to  the  effieel 
of  the  statement  which  be  had  made ;  but 
being  called  upon  by  the  hon*  and 
learned  gentleman,  he  could  not  forbear 
from  repeating  it ;  and  he  could  assure  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  that  he  waa 
quite  mistaken  tn  supposing  that  he  bad 
been  on  the  former  occastons  '*  put  for* 
ward*'  by  ministers  to  make  statements  of 
this  nature ;  fhey  were  the  result  of  hi* 
own  research  ;  and  he  could  not  yield  In 
this  respect  to  the  hon.  and  foamed  gen* 
tieman. 

Mr*  Pckr  Mtmc  mfd|it»toid|  tM  ev«rf 
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mdvance  to  toy  depdrtodciit  of  ihe  sute 
was  cQMUluuoDally  tubjoct  to  Ihe  audit 
of  the  poiblic,  with  a  few  exceptiont,  to 
which  the  head  of  expenditure,  alluded  to 
in  the  motion,  did  certainly  not  belong. 

Mr.  Latig  tuted,  that  the  furniture  pro* 
¥ided  fiM*  the  accoamodation  of  the  Allied 
Sofereifni,  and  upon  which  the  right 
hon.  mover  had  to  much  animadverted^ 
had  been  thus  ditpoied  of:  part  had  been 
eent  to  Cnmberland  Lodge,  and  the  re» 
mainder  was  lodged  in  proper  stores,  to 
be  roMfted  for  other  pnrposes.  With 
regard  to  the  motion,  he  thought  it  a 

2 ere  shifting  of  ground  oo  the  part  of 
e  right  hon.  gentleman*  What  on  a 
former  evening  he  moved  for  generally, 
)m  now  proposed  with  respect  lo  a  par- 
ticolar  poraon.  Bot  if  thn  right  bon. 
gentleman's  proposition  were  acceded  to, 
be  no  doubt  mowit  to  move  also  for  the 
examination  of  other  persons  {Mr.  Tier- 
Dey  nodded  assent].  That  being  the 
case,  he  called  upon  the  House  to  with- 
stand the  principle,  of  the  motion  ;  which 
principle,  if  adopted,  was  but  too  likely  to 
be  acted  upon  hereafter,  in  a  manner  not 
so  much  calculated  to  promote  public 
good  as  to  gratify  private  pique. 

Mr.  TVeniejr,  in  reply,  observed,  that  the 
last  speaker  argued  the  question  fairly 
and  manfully,  for  he  had  laid  down  the 
broad  principle  that  it  was  not  to  be  ad- 
mitted that  any  evidence  should  ever  be 
examined  aa  to  the  situation  of  the  Civil 
List.  Thus  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
would  provide  efectually  against  every 
prying  person  disposed  to  meddle  with 
that  subject.  But  then  on  the  other  hand 
if  no  such  examination  were  allowed,  did 
it  not  afibrd  an  encouragement  to  the 
Crown  .to  contract  debts,  and  to  indulge 
in  extravagance  ?  For  there  could  be  no 
control  if  there  were  no  power  of  in- 
quiry ;  and  inquiry  most  be  useless,  if  no 
information  was  to  be  obtoined  upon  which 
any  reliance  conid  be  pkM«d»  As  to  the 
danger  which  some  gentlemen  professed 
to  apprehend  of  improper  sorotinv,  if  Ibe 
power  he  required  were  granted  to  the 
committee,  he  would  ask;  whether  sudi 
an  apprehension  ceuld  be  seriously  enter- 
lainea  by  any  man  who  looked  at  the 
jnembers  of  that  committee,  who  looked 
at  the  eight  right  hon.  gentlemen  about 
the  Treasuiy -bench,  all  drawn  up  in  battle 
.array  to. guard  the  Crown  against  any  in- 
discreet inquirers  in  the  committee  ?  The 
right  boo,  gentleman  who  ^poke  last  bad 
^Imrf «^  t|»^  if  be  ^Mr«  Tj  w^re  on  tlie 


committee  of  1812,  he  would  have  under- 
stood the  statement  of  Mr.  Mash;  and  yet 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  himself,  who 
was  on  that  committee,  did  not  under* 
stand  that  stotement,  as  appeared  from  ' 
the  note  recently  sent  to  Mr.  Mash,  to 
obtain  an  explanation.  As  to  the  fur- 
niture which  cost  35,0001.  he  would  ask» 
why  part  of  it  was  sent  to  Cumberland- 
lodge,  and  who  was  there  to  use  it  ?  Bo 
would  also  ask,  why  the  remainder  was 
placed  in  stores — where,  and  by  whose 
order  ?  These  were  questions  which, 
among  others,  he  wished  to  pot  to  Mr* 
Mash,  and  therefore  he  was  anxious  to 
arm  the  committee  with  power  to  aeod  for 
that  evidence.— He  contended  he  had 
made  out  a  good  and  suflkient  case  in  the 
Lord  Chamberlain's  department;  and, if 
he  were  permitted,  perhaps  he  could 
make  out  as  good  a  one  in  Uie  Lord 
Steward's  and  the  Master  of  the  Horse. 
He  hoped,  however,  he  had  convinced  thn 
House,  that  there  ought  to  be  a  viva  voce 
examination.  The  noble  lord  had  said 
that  be  was  sure  he  (Mr.  Tierney)  would 
not  be  so  unjust  as  to  compare  the  pre* 
sent  expenditure  of  the  Civil  List  with 
that  in  1804.  He  certainly  would  not: 
but  the  noble  lord  had  done  that  which 
he  expected  would  be  done ;  he  had  told 
the  House  that  in  1812  Parliament  sanc- 
tioned an  exceeding  of  124,0a0t  If, 
however,  there  was  one  person  who  oq 
that  occasion  raised  his  voice  louder  than 
another,  to  caution  Parliament  against  the 
step  it  was  taking,  he  believed  it  was  him« 
self.  With  the  help  of  that  124,000/.  the 
noble  lord  had  reduced  the  excess  to 
90,000^,  though  he  (Mr.  Tierney)  was  at 
a  loss  to  comprehend  the  process  by 
which  he  did  it.  However,  he  would  not 
dispute  the  noble  lord's  figures;  they 
shouid  be  all  rig^t  if  he  fueased ;  but, 
at  the  same  time,  the  noble  lord  tuid  not 
impugned  any  of  bis  (Mr.  T.'s)  figures  ; 
and  a  more  monstrous  case  of  court  extra- 
vagance had  never,  in  Us  opinion,  been 
brought  before  Parliament.  The  noble  lord 
had  talked  about  the  debts  of  the  Prince 
Begent.  Why  had  thev  not  been  man* 
fully  and  fairly  brougut  before  Parlia- 
ment ?  In  which  case  he,  for  one,  faoirever 
reluctantly,  bot  considering  that  thity 
must  uhiflM^ly  be  liquidated*  would  luore 
been  wiHing  to  have  them  piM.  At  pre* 
sent  they  ssereno  move  paid  oot  of 'she 
Prhsee  Begemfs  money  than  th^  were 
out  of  iris  {Mr.  Itiaroey's}^  fur  the  jil- 
lowaiifie  wi»i(dijw%s  xontecmeU  to  Ah^it 
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discharge,  in  point  of  fact,  ceased  and  de- 
termined from  the  moment  he  assumed 
the  functions  of  Regent.  These  debts, 
therefore,  were  an  incumbrance  to  the 
country  to  their  whole  amount,  because, 
were  it  not  for  them,  the  funds  now  ap- 
propriated to  their  discharge  would  have 
been  set  free,  and  have  returtied  into  the 
general  revenue  of  the  country.  The 
points  he  had  pressed  were  by  no  means 
answered.  Those  points  were,  first,  what 
had  been  the  supertntendance  exercised 
over  the  expenditure  of  the  Civil  List; 
and,  second,  what  estimates  had  been  pre- 
pared by  which  its  future  expenditure 
ij^igbt  be  fixed  and  determined  ?  It  ap- 
peared that  ilo  superintendance  at  all  had 
oeen  exercised  hitherto,  though  the  noble 
lord  had  given  *  them  to  understand  that 
now  it  would  begin,  and  therefore  he  could 
not  deny  that  he  (Mr.  Tierney)  bad  done 
»  little  good ;  for  if  be  had  never  agitated 
the  question,  they  would  have  heard  no- 
thing of  the  warrant  mentioned  by  the 
noble  lord.  What  was  the  date  of  that 
warrant?  And  might  not  the  warrant 
which  was  granted  to-day  be  revoked  to- 
morrow ?  What  he  wanted  was,  thorough 
and  satisfactory  examination  ;  and  to  op- 
pose that  examination  one  reason  or  an- 
other would  always  be  found,  unless  Par- 
liament took  it  into  its  own  hands.  It  was 
rarely  too  much  to  tell  the  country  that 
no  inquiry  should  be  granted  into  the 
debts  contracted  by  the  Court,  when  by 
the  operation  of  the  Property-tax,  the 
private  aflTairs  of  every  man  in  the  king- 
dom was  liable  to  be  examined  into.  He 
should  not  trouble  the  House  further,  but 
•it  down,  in  the  hope  that  he  had  shown 
enough  to  convince  it  of  the  necessity  of 
inquiry. 

The  House  then  divided  : 

For  the  Motion  ; 119 

Against  it    175 

Majority  against  it —^56 

LUi  qf  the  Minoriiy. 

« 

/  Abercrombie,  hon.  J.  Boughey,  sir  J. 

Althorpe,  lord  Byng,  G. 

Ansun,  hon.  gen.  Buller,  Jas.  ' 

Atherley,  A.  Bankes,  H. 

Aubrey,  sir  J.  Beach,  M  H. 

Acland,  sir  T.  Beach,  W.  H. 

Barham,  J.  F.  Blackburn,  J. 

Bernard,  lord  Burdett,  sir  F. 

Bennet,  hon.  H.  G.  Babmgton,  T. 

Bewicke,  C.  Butterwortb,  Jos. 

Birch,  J.  Calvert,  Cb. 
.  Burrell,  hon.  P.  R.  D,    Calvert,  N. 

'  Burreil;  sir  C.  Campbell,  hon.  J. 
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Campbell,  gen.  D. 
Cavendish,  lord  C. 
Cavendish,  H. 
Chaloner,  R. 
Cocks,  hon.  J* 
Cocks,  J. 
Carew,  R.  S. 
Coke,  T.  W. 
Dickenson,  W. 
Dundas,  Ch. 
Duncannon,  lord 
Dundas,  bon.  L. 
Elliot,  right  bon.  W. 
Ellison,  C. 
Finlay,  K. 
Fcrgusson,  sir  R. 
Fazakerley,  J.  N. 
Foley,  hon.  A. 
Foley,  Tho. 
Frankland,  W. 
Fremantle;  W. 
Fane,  J. 

Fellowes,  W.  H. 
Gordon,  R. 
Grant,  J.  P. 
Grattan.  right  hon.  H. 
Grenfell,  P. 
Guise,  sir  W. 
Geary,  sir  W. 
Hammersley,  H. 
Qomer,  F. 
Hanbuiy,  Wm. 
Halsev,  J. 
Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Heron,  sir  R. 
Hornby,  E. 
Howorth,  H. 
Keck,  G.  A.  L. 
Langton,  W.  G. 
Latouche,  R. 
Lefevre,  C.  S^ 
Lemon,  sir  W. 
Lewis,  F. 

Lvttelton,  hon.  W. 
iJoyd,  sir  E. 
Lloyd,  M. 
Methuen,  Paul 
Mackintosh^  sir  J. 


Martin,  H. 
Martin,  J. 
Milton,  lord 
Monck,  sir  C. 
Moore,  P.  « 

Morpeth,  lord 
Morritt,  B.  S, 
Mostyn,  sir  Thos. 
Molyneux,  H. 
Newman,  R.  W. 
Newport,  sir  J. 
O'Hara,  Chas. 
Pamell,  sir  H. 
Felham,  hon.  C. 
Philips,  G. 
Prittle,  hon.  F.  A. 
Plumer,  Wm.        .•. 
Ponsonby,  rt.  hon.  G. 
Pym,  F.  • 

Plunkett,  rt  hon.  W, 
Proby,  lord 
Protneroe,  E. 
Russell,  lord  W. 
Ramsden,  J.  C. 
Ridley,  sir  M.  W. 
Romilly,  sir  S. 
Rowley,  sir  W. 
Sebright,  sir  J. 
Scudamore,  R.  P. 
Smith,  J. 
Smith,  R. 
Smith,  W. 
Smyth,  J.  H. 
Stanley,  lord   . 
Speirs,  Arch. 
Tavistock,  marq. 
Ticmey,  right  hon.  G. 
Tremayne,  J.  H. 
Whitbread,  S. 
Walpole,  hon.  G. 
Western,  C.  C. 
Wharton,  J. 
Williams,  Owen 
Warre,J.  A. 
Wilberforce,  W. 

TELLERS. 

Robert  GreenhilL 
C.  W.  Wynn. 
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•  J\teiday,May  9, 

Liberty  ov  the  Subject  Bill. ]  The 
Marquis  of  Lansdowne  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  for  better  securing  the 
Liberty  of  the  Subject.  The  noble  lord 
said  that  the  object  of  the  Bill  was  two- 
fold ;  the  one  was  to  authorize  individual 
judges,  during  the  vacation,  to  issue  the 
writ  of  Habeas  Corpus ;  and  the  .other  was 
to  empower  the  judge  to  allow  the  return 
to  be  traversed,  and  to  liberate  the  party 
in  case  the  return  were  false,  and  to  givis 
greater  expedition  and  facility  to  the  ac- 
tion for  a  fahe  returo.    Inditidoal  judge's 
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bad  long  been  in  tbe  practice  of  itsoing 
these  writs  doring  tbe  vacation,  and  there- 
fore so  far  the  Bill  could  not  be  consider- 
ed as  carrying  tbe  remedy  beyond  what 
it  practically  was  at  this  moment:  bnt 
then  it  had  been  doubted  whether  the 
power  of  tbe  individual  judges  rested  upon 
any  thing  but  the  practice.  In  the  year 
]757>  certain  questions  bad  been  pot  to 
tbe  judges  on  this  subject,  and  the  answers 
were  contradictory.  It  was  Btting,  there- 
fore, that  tbe  law  on  this  subject  should 
be  clearly  settled  and  declared.  Tbe 
other  part  of  the  Bill  was  necessary,  in 
order  to  render  the  remedy  complete,  for 
at  present  a  return  before  a  judge  in  va- 
cation could  not  be  traversed,  however 
false  ;  and  if  the  party  against  whom  the 
writ  was  directed  refused  to  make  any 
return,  be  could  not  be  punished  for  con- 
tempt, and  no  action  could  be  brought 
against  biro  till  tbe  next  term.  The  party 
aggrieved  might  by  this  means  be  de- 
prived of  all  rempdy,  for  before  term 
tin>e  he  might  be  hurried  away  out  of 
tbe  country,  and  might  lose  his  health  or 
his  life  before  be  could  have  any  oppor- 
tunity of  bringing  his  action ;  and  even 
if  he  should  at  length  have  that  opportu- 
nity, the  person  who  committed  tbe  wrong 
might  not  be  to  be  found.  He  understood 
that  the  Bill  was  to  be  opposed  as  being 
injurious  in  cases  of  lunatics  and  tbe  im- 
press service,  but  he  could  not  conceive 
how  jt  could  do  any  harm  in  either. 
The  only  effect  would  be  to  prevent  per- 
sons being  confined  in  either  case,  who 
ought  not  legally  to  be  so  restrained. 

Lord  Bllenborough  stated,  that  judges 
had  been  in  the  constant  practice  of 
granting  this  writ  in  vacation  time  before 
and  since  the  year  1757.  The  Lords  had 
at  that  time  suggested  tbe  propriety  of 
preparing  a  Bill  on  tbe  subject,  but  none 
such  had  been  passed,  probably  because 
no  inconvenience  had  been  felt;  and  a 
Bill  prepared  by  tbe  judges  bad  been  laid 
aside,  and  one  bad  been  drawn  op  by 
that  great  ornament  of  the  law,  Mr. 
Justice  Foster,  which  was  published  in 
the  account  of  bis  life  which  had  lately 
appeared,  and  that  was  the  Bill  now  be- 
fore their  lordships :  but  from  the  year 
1757  till  the  publication  of  tbe  work  in 
Question,  nothing  had  been  done;  and 
tne  abandonment  of  the  object  was  a 
proof  tba't  it  had  not  been  found  necessary 
to  introduce  any  such  Bill.  The  judges 
in  Vacation  time  exercised  tbe  right  of 
granting  these  writs,  and    the    remedy 


rested  on  the  broad  foundation  of  the 
common  law  as  well  as  on  statute  and 
practice.  It  was  true,  the  judge  had  no 
power  to  enforce  the  remedy  immediately, 
in  case  no  return  were  made;  but  then 
immediately  on  the  commencement  of 
the  term  a  return  could  be  compelled, 
and  tbe  offending  party  punished  for 
contempt.  In  bis  own  judicial  experience 
of  thirteen  years,  he  had  only  known  one 
instance  of  such  refusal.  It  was  in  tbe 
case  of  a  person  who  refused  to  make  any 
return  till  tbe  term,  detaining  in  the  in* 
terval  a  girl  whom  he  had  seduced,  and 
whose  liberation  was  the  object  of  the 
writ.  The  court  immediately  on  the 
commencement  of  term  punished  him  for 
the  contempt,  by  six  months  imprison- 
ment. As  to  the  case  of  lunatics,  no  welU 
founded  application  bad  ever  been  made 
to  him  on  that  subject.  But  the  danger  to 
the  naval  service  was  manifest ;  for  if  this 
Bill  were  to  pass,  when  a  fleet  was  about 
to  sail  on  an  important  service,  innu- 
merable applications  would  be  made  for 
these  writs,  and  considering  the  descrip- 
tion of  persons  who  were  usually  employed 
as  law  agents  by  tbe  seamen,  there  could 
hardly  be  any  want  of  aflSdavits.  Tliese 
would  be  traversed ;  the  officers  would 
be  delayed ;  and  irreparable  mischief 
might  result  to  the  public  service.  He 
deprecated  likewise  tbe  laying  tbe  bur- 
then of  punishing  for  contempts  on  indi- 
vidual judges.  No  one  could  be  more 
willing  than  he  would  be  to  give  every 
proper  effect  to  this  remedy  ;  but  at  pre- 
sent there  appeared  no  case  of  pressure,, 
and  he  could  not,  therefore,  agree  to  tbe 
second  reading  of  tbe  Bill. 

The  Lord  Chanctlhr  said,  that  however 
he  might  be  disposed  to  endeavour  to  give 
effect  to  a  Bill  of  this  kind  resting  on  a 
narrower  basis,  be  could  not  assent  to  the 
further  progress  of  the  present  Bill.  There 
were  two  cases  in  which  it  would  be  most 
mischievous;  first,  with* respect  to  lu- 
natics: persons  who  bad  recovered  from 
this  lut  of  human  calamities  were  often 
confined  to  prevent  a  relapse ;  and  even 
those  who  were  most  attached  to  them 
were  the  persons,  who  often,  by  demand- 
iiig  this  writ  for  their  liberation,  did  them 
the  greatest  injury.  Besides,  under  this 
Bill,  the  writ  might  be  demanded  by  any 
body ;  and  vet  it  had  been  said  by  lord 
Mansfield,  that  in  cases  of  lunatics,  such 
writs  ought  to  be  demanded  only  by 
those  who  were  interested  for  the  lunatic. 
Besides,  the  Chancery  knew  of  no  terms. 
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for  it  was  always  sitting.  Then,  as  to  tbe 
effect  on  ibe  naval  sfirvice,  affidavits  would 
be  readily  maiie  for  the  reasons  stated  by 
bis  noble  and  learned  friend,  and  those 
aflSdavits  might  be  met  by  coonter-aflBi- 
davits ;  and  more  applications  would  be 
made  in  a  week  for  such  writs  than  all  the 
judges  could  manage  in  a  month.  The 
whole  would  be  an  endless  scene  of  liti- 
gation»  confusion,  and  miscbief  to  all  the 
parties  concerned.  And  besides,  as  the 
whole  case  would  be  disclosed  on  the 
Affidavits,  the  action  for  a  false  return 
must  be  abolished ;  or  if  it  were  to  be  re- 
tained, it  cpold  be  brought  just  as  soon 
at  this  new  action  under  this  Bill,  for  no 
declaration  coald  be  delivered  till  the 
commencement  of  the  term. 

Lord  GrtmnUe  said,  that  it  was  suffi- 
cient to  know  that  a  case  teight  exiat 
which  reqaired  a  remedy,  to  induce  their 
lordships  to  pass  the  Bill :  but  it  evi- 
dently appeared,  even  on  the  statements 
of  the  noble  and  learned  lords  themselves, 
that  some  remedy  was  requisite,  and  that 
the  want  of  it  had  been  felt  in  practice : 
a  person  had  from  the  want  of  it  been 
able  to  detain  a  young  woman,  whom  he 
had  seduced,  for  three  weeks.  As  to  the 
case  of  lunatics,  the  evils  which  the  noble 
lord  on  the  woolsack  dreaded,  might  be 
remedied  in  the  Committee :  and  it  was 
to  be  considered  that  though  the  recur- 
rence of  the  malady  might,  in  some  in- 
ataoces,  be  prevented  by  proper  restraint, 
the  malady  might  be  brought  on  by  un- 
due confinement.  As  to  the  other  poinl(, 
there  cookl  be  no  wbh  in  any  quarter  to 
injure  the  oaval  aerrice ;  but  it  was  a  great 
object  to  prevent  abuse  of  the  powers 
necessary  for  the  interests  of  that  serrice. 
Persons  not  subject  to  the  duties  imposed 
ctk  seamen  might  be  taken,  and  unless  an 
immediate  remedy  could  be  had,  the  case 
most  cfteo  be  without  remedy ;  for  a  man, 
to  use  the  language  of  Mr.  Justice  Foster, 
might  be  hurried  away  to  the  moat  distant 
quarter  of  the  globe  without  any  legal 
authority  ^  and  what  signified  it,  ia  such 
a  case,  to  say,  that  he  had  his  4Rtiou 
affttinst  one  who  might  perhaps  be  no 
where  to  be  found  \  One  of  the  objects 
of  the  Bill  was  to  guard  against  this  ia« 
coavenience,  without  trenching  on  the 
powers  which  the  Jaw  necessarily  gave 
lor  the  protection  of  that  service  which 
was  the  safeguard  of  the  law  itself-i^ 
pewer  which  must  exist  till  the  means 
could  be  found  of  providing  in  souse  other 
way  for  ihe  effisctive  aupply  ci*  the  .atvj. 


shipuittr  ma. 


f22© 


Upon  the  whole,  he  gave  the  Bill  his  firm 
support,  and  hoped  it  would  be  allowed 
to  go  to  a  commictee. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  that  the  noble  lords 
opposite  seemed  not  to  be  aware  of  the 
danger  to  which,  under  the  existing  law 
on  this  subject,  they  were, exposed  ;  for, 
by  a  clause  in  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act, 
3J  Car.  2.  those  who  were  any  way  con^ 
cerned  in  sending  a  person  beyond  seaa 
illegally,  were  liable  to  the  pains  and  pe- 
nalties of  a  pramunirc^'ihey  were  to  be 
out  of  the  law— *to  forfeit  their  goods, 
chattels,  lands,  &c«  The  noble  and 
learned  lord  on  the  woolsack  had  said, 
that  the  Court  of  Chancery  was  always 
sitting,  and  indeed  it  was  a  technical  say- 
ing, that  Hell  and  the  Court  of  Chancery 
were  always  open ;  but  then  the  whole  of 
the  business  would  fall  upon  the  noble 
lord's  shoulders,  when  it  came  to  be 
known  that  he  was  always  in  waiting  to 
grant  these  writs ;  and  the  noble  lord  could 
not  complain,  as  he  brought  it  on  him* 
self. 

The  Marquis  ofLansdowae  said,  be  bad 
heard  nothing  to  convince  him  that  the 
Bill  was  unnecessary,  and  still  urged  the 
second  reading. 

The  motion  was,  however,  negatived  ; 
and  on  the  motion  of  lord  EHenborougb, 
the  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  that  day  six  months. 
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Tuesday,  May  9. 

Ship  LETTsa  Bill.]  Mr.  S%at0  rose 
to  present  a  petition  from  certain  mer- 
chants of  London,  against  the  Ship  Letter 
Act.  Thry  particularly  complained  of  the 
clause  which  enabled  the  port  officers  to 
search  for  letters  and  parcels  on  board 
merchant  vessels.  Their  ground  of  com* 
plaint  was,  that  they  were  obliged  to  |>ay, 
in  cases  where  Government  had  provided 
ltd  mode  of  communication,  for  the  trans- 
fer of  their  correspondence.  To  this 
ckHite  their  main  objection  applied. 

Mr.  Forbes  concurred  in  the  object  of 
the  petitioners.  In  the  affairs  of  the  East 
India  Company  he  had  had  opportunities 
of  seeing  the  inconveoieaces  which  arose 
from  such  a  regulation  as  this  Act  im* 
posed. 

Mr.  Pinhg^  said,  the  subject  was  one  of 
great  inconvenience,  so.muoh  joi,  that  the 
owners  of  vessels,  in  several  commeicial 
towns  would  not  allow  any  letters  to  be 
sent  through  their  medium,  lest  their  abifA 
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liiooW  be  exposed  to  rach  a*  examination. 
Tbif  was  a  hardship,  in  cases  where  Go- 
Veriunent  provided  no  mode  of  transfer. 

The  ChunceUor  qf  the  Extkcqiter  said, 
that  the  Bill  contained  no  new  provisions ; 
some  of  its  clanses  were  as  old  as  the 
reign  of  qoeen  Anne.  The  OoTemment» 
on  behalf  of  the  revenue,  had  no  idea  of 
imposing  inconveniences  upon  the  mer« 
cantile  interest  of  the  country ;  and  he 
bad  little  doubt,  that  on  a  general  view 
of  the  subject,  such  regulations  might  be 
made  as  would  answer  all  purposes,  with- 
out the  intervention  of  injury  or  inconve- 
nience to  any  of  the  parties. 

Mr.  Forbe$  repeated  his  objections  to 
the  Act,  and  gave  notice,  that  on  that 
day  week  he  would  move  for  copies  of 
all  correspondence  relative  to  this  subject, 
between  the  Postmasters^ general  and  the 
Court  of  Directors  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, also  between  the  fisst  India  Agents 
and  the  Lords  of  the  Tkreasury. 

The  Petition  was  then  brought  up,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Pooh  Rbmoval  Bill.]  Sir  Egerton 
Brycfges,  in  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  to  prevent  the  removal  of  chargeable 
paupers  till  $  final  adjudication  of  their 
respective  settlements,  observed,  that  it 
might  at  first  view  appear  extraordinary 
that  the  law  toold  ever  have  been  other- 
wise than  according  to  the  proposal  which 
be  was  now  about  to  make.  But  in  look- 
ing back  to  the  times  when  magistrates 
were  first  authorized  to  remove,  it  would 
be  found  that  the  question  of  settlements 
did  not  then,  as  now,  invol? e  decisions  on 
some  of  the  most  intricate  and  subtle 
points  of  the  law.  It  was  intended  merely 
to  give  power  to  justices  to  remove  those 
who  had  no  fixed  abode  in  a  parish  to  the 
place  of  their  last  residence ;  or,  if  they 
had  none  such,  of  their  birth.  But  the 
law  of  settlements  had  long  become  so 
complex  and  voluminous,  that  it  seemed 
utterly  grievous  and  intolerable  to  continue 
to  delegate  a  power  so  vitally  affecting 
the  happiness,  livelihood,  and  morals  of 
paupers,  and  so  expensive  to  parishes,  to 
a  hasty  first  decision  of  two  magistrates 
founded  on  ex^porte  evidence.  A  pauper 
might  thus  be  dragged  or  carted  from  one 
end  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other;  from 
the  home  where  all  his  connexiods  were 
formed,  and  the  spot  which  had  hitherto 
famished  him  with  the  means  of  an  in- 
4ostfioua  livdihood,  to  some  remote  parish 
iMiera  .there  was  only  a  poo»>hoine  to  re- 
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ceive  bittf  and  nethm^  bal  the  parish 
dole  for  his  svpport.  And  after  all  this 
cruelty  had  beein  ceramitled,  and  cost  in« 
curred,  a  little  more  inquiry  might  show 
the  order  to  be  fonnded  oo  erroneeae  or 
imperfect  facu,  or  mistaken  law;  and  the 
prosecution  of  an  appeal  mlghl  drag^  the 
pauper  back  again  as  a  witness  to  the 
county  from  whence  heeame ;  and  if  the 
order  should  be  confirmed,  he  might  be 
sent  a  second  time  back  to  the  place  of 
his  first  removal ;  er^  if  qnashedi  perhaps 
to  some  other  parish  in  the  same  neigh* 
bourhood.  But  all  this  he  had  dwelt  W9 
fully  upon  last  year,  that  he  would  not 
debate  it  again.  Sir  Egerton  said,  it  was 
his  purpose  to  put  an  end  to  the  sufferings 
ana  expenses  of  these  intermediate  and 
Qseless  removals.  But  if  such  were  the 
evils  to  be  reaioved^  were  there  any  oh* 
jections  to  counterbalance  the  good  of 
the  plan  proposed  ?  Really^  of  the  only 
two  of  which  he  could  bear,  one  eeemed 
to  him  perfectly  visionary,  and  the  other 
founded  on  injustice  and  cruelty.  The 
first  was  the  supposed  difficulty  of  con- 
triving means  to  enforce  re-imborsemeni 
of  the  relief  granted  by  the  parish  wheve 
the  pauper  is  resident  from  the  first  exa^ 
mtnation  of  his  settlement,  till  a  final  con* 
firmation  of  the  adjudication  of  that  act* 
tlement.  Sir  fiserton  said,  this  was  a 
difficulty  perfectly  imaginary:  and  the 
plan  proposed  perfectly  effectual  for  the 
purpose.  As  to  the  second  objection,  that 
to  take  away  the  vexations  and  hardships 
of  intermediate  removals,  would  be  to  abo- 
lish a  useful  check  to  improper  and  un- 
reasonable demand  for  relief;  he  bardljr 
thought  that  so  long  as  the  Legislature 
entertained  the  principles  of  the  poor  laws, 
it  would  endure  the  inconsistency  of  de^ 
feating  its  own  objects  hf  cruel  and  con-* 
tradictory  provisions  and  conditions.  At 
to  the  detail,  t)iat  would  be  better  ^- 
plained  hy  the  Bill  itself,  if  he  was  per- 
mitted to  bring  it  in.  He  would  only  say, 
that  after  a  final  adjudication  of  a  settle" 
ment  filed  at  the  Quarter  Sessions,  it 
would  be  at  the  option  of  either  parish  ta 
demand  the  removal  of  the  pauper,  shouM 
he  still  continue  chargeable,  at  its  own 
expense,  except  finder  sgcfa  circumstancetf 
as  cause  the  suspension  of  removals  bj^ 
the  existing  law ;  this  aheratioa  of  th^ 
law  with  regard  to  immedtate  removai« 
cannot,  for  obvious  reasons,  be  applied  ta 
to  cas<;s  of  woi^en  pregnant  of  bastartf" 
children.  The  bon.  baronet  concluded 
;  wftb  moving,  "  lliat  leave  be  given  t» 
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bring  in  a  Bill  to  prevent  the  removal  of 
chargeable  paupers  till  a  Bnal  adjudication 
of  their  respective  settlements/^ 

After  a  short  conversation  between  Mr. 
Atkins  Wright,  Lord  Milton,  Mr.  Lock- 
bart,  and  sir  C«  Monck,  leave  was  given 
to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

Local  Militia.]     Mr.  Addington  rose 
to  state  the  grounds  on  which  he  should 
move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  enable 
the  King  to  accept  the  services  of  the 
Local  Militia,  either  in  or  out  of  their 
counties,  under  certain  restrictions.     The 
Bill,  in  fact,  which  he  intended  to  propose 
vras  a  revival,  with  certain  modifications, 
of  the  Act  6f  the  53rd  of  the  King,  which 
expired  on  the  2dth  of  March  last.  Under 
the  particular  circumitances  of  the  period 
when  that  Act  was  passed,  auch  a  large 
portion  of  our  regular  army  and  militia 
bad  been  called  away  to  serve  under  the 
duke  of  Wellington,  that,  lest  the  for- 
tresses should  be  denuded  of  troops,  the 
Local  Militia  had  been  allowed  to  volun- 
teer   for  garrison    duty.      The    present 
situation  of  affairs  had  called  on  the  Go- 
'  Ternment  again  to  propose  such  a  measure 
to  the  House,  in  consequence  of  a  great 
part  of  the  regular  army  havine  been  em- 
barked for  the  continent,  while  a  consi- 
derable portion  of  the  remainder  had  not 
yet  arrived  from  America.  .The  alteration 
be  should  propose  in  the  present  Bill  was, 
that  the  time  dpring  which  they  might  re- 
main on  duty,  which  in  the  former  Act 
bad  been  42  days,  should  be  limited  to  28 
days,  the  longer  term  having  been  found 
inconvenient^  particularly  in  the  agricul- 
tural counties.     He  concluded  by  moving, 
"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  enable  his  Majesty  to  accept  the  ser- 
Tices  of  the  Local  Militia,  either  in  or 
out  of  their  counties,   under  certain  re- 
striptions.'^ 

Lord  Miiion  contended,  that  circum- 
stances did  not  warrant  this  measure.  At 
the  time  when  the  last  Act  was  deemed 
pecessary,  every  body  was  anxious  to 
give  all  possible  assistance  to  the  country, 
under  the  very  extraordinary  situation  in 
which  it  was  placed,  and,  however  un- 
coONtitutional .  the  measure,  no  objection 
was  made  to  it.  But  in  the  way  ministers 
were  proceeding,  the  .  Militia  and  the 
Lucal  Militia  Acts  were  a  mere  nullity, 
fui  there  was  never  a  session  in  which 
some  alteration  was  not  made  in  them. 
£very  otep  led  to  another,  and  it  was 
impossible  the  men  could  bare  any  con- 
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I  fidence  in  the  promises  of  the  Government, 
while  they  were  thus  trifled  with.  He 
trusted  that  the  delusion  Would  not  pre- 
vail^ that  the  war  in  which  we  were 
about  to  embark  would  be  one  that  would 
terminate  in  a  few  months:  he  should 
therefore  bold  the  contents  of  this  Act  to 
be  as  durable  as  the  war.  To  draw  on 
men  to  vohinteer  beyond  the  period  or 
places  for  which  they  were  enlisted,  was 
unfair  towards  them ;  and  he  considered 
the  conduct  of  officers  to  be  reprehensible, 
by  inducing  the  men  to  take  a  step  whicb 
they  themselves  bad  never  thought  of. 
It, was  like  shaming  the  men  into  volun- 
teering, as  the  being  unwilling  to  b^  left 
behind  by  others  who  had  turned  out . 
was  a  part  of  the  natural  character  of  a. 
soldier.  The  Act  would  go  completely 
to  falsify  that  system  which  caused  the 
original  formation  of  the  Local  Militia, 
and  would  erect  it  into  precisely  what  the 
old  militia  formerly  was.  Indeed,  he 
should  not  be  surprised  if  next  year  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  was  to  bring  in  an 
Act  to  enable  the  Local  Militia  to  volun- 
teer abroad ;  and  also,  with  respect  to  the 
old  militia,  to  renew  indefinitely  that 
measure  which  was  temporarily  adopted 
in  1813.  Ashe  considered  all  measures 
for  tampering  with  the  militia  to  be  so 
many  breaches  of  faith  towards  the  men^' 
he  should  oppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  Addington  explained,  that  the  re* 
gular  militia  being  at  present  very  in- 
complete, the  object  of  the  present  Bill 
was  to  enable  the  Local  Militia  to  supply 
the  vacancies,  or  to  move  out  of  their  re- 
spective counties,  if  necessary,  to  take 
garrison  duty,  that  the  regulars  and  old 
militia  might  increase  the  effective  force 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  Holme  Sumner  was  of  opinion,  that 
an  understood  barc^in  existed  between 
the  Legislature  and  those  men  who  were 
now  enlisted,  which  ought  not  to  be 
broken  in  upon.  He  should  not  oppose 
the  motion,  though  he  must  confess  tha( 
his  right  hon.  friend  had  disappointed  his 
expectations  in  it. 

Mr.  Wroltcil^  thought  the  measure 
might  be  salutary,  as  tbe  House  had. 
agreed  on  the  necessity  of  additional 
means  pf  defence;  but  he  thought,  in- 
stead of  accepting  the  volunteering  of 
whole  regiments,  it  would  |^e  better  to 
take  a  few  men  only  from  each,  and  thus 
leave  those  who  had  families  or  business, 
in  their  coupties  to  attend  to  them.  A^ 
the  emergency  was  as  great  now  as  it  wa% 
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^  1813*  he  coald  see  no  pottibie  ol^«c- 
tion  to  the  meaaure. 

Lord  Sianity  saidi  the  pretent  Bill  wat 
a  sabvertiofi  of  the  roiliiia  nyttam*  as  at 
first  established.  When  the  regulars 
were  called  from  their  respective  coihi* 
ties,  the  local  militia^  at  great  incoove- 
nience,  undertook  their  duty^  but  upon 
condition,  that  tbey  should  not  be  sent 
from  their  own  district.  With  what  jus- 
tice could  they  now  be  pot  to  this  incon* 
irenience«  when  several  of  the  regiments^ 
whose  removal  bad  first  caused  this 
change,  were  about  to  return  from  Ame* 
rica  i  in  fact,  part  of  them  had  actual  fy 
reached  some  of  the  ports  in  Ireland. 
He  therefore  hoped  the  Bill,  if  enacted, 
would  become  nugatory. 

Mr.  ff.  ElUoi  objected  to  thia  system 
of  recruiting,  on  the  general  principle, 
that  the  men  were  induced  to  give  a  re- 
luctant consent,  by  being  placed  in  a 
▼ery  odioua  situation  if  they  r<!fused.  He 
trasted  nobody  would  doubt  bis  earnest- 
ness for  the  defonce  of  the  country,  but 
lie  did  not  think  the  circomstances  in 
which  it  wits  placed  rendered  the  present 
measure  indispensable. 

Mr.  Baikurti  admitted,  that  the  Ame- 
rican army  was  on  the  eve  of  its  arrival 
in  this  country;  but  its  services  were 
likely  to  be  called  into  action  for  purposes 
which  might  render  its  removal  necessary. 
The  only  question  was,  whether  it  was 
likely  that  the  public  interest  should  at  a 
future  time  require  the  service  of  the 
local  militia  for  28  days  in  particular 
places.  If  such  an  .event  was  probable, 
he  trusted  the  House  would  agree  to  the 
BilL 

Mr.  N.  Cdvari  was  of  opinion  that  the 
measure  would  altogether  fail  m  its  ef- 
fects. '  It  could  only  succeed  where  great 
influence  was  used  over  the  men,  such  as 
waa  possessed  by  lord  RoUe.  •  In  some 
parts,  all  the  officers  might  torn  out,  and 
done  of  the  men  might  follow, 

.Mr.  Jiabington  thoueht  that  much  of  its 
foccett  would  depend  on  the  facilities 
which  would  be  afforded  for  providing 
for  the  fapiilies  of  the  men  during  their 
absence. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill, 
which  was  brought  in  accordingly,  and 
lead  a  first  time. 

Lord  MUion  observed,  that  as  very  few 
persona  in  the  country  were  aware  of  a 
meaaure  of  this  nature,  it  was  proper  to 
allow  due  time  for  its  consideration  before 
it  abound  be  read  a  second  time. 

(yoL-xxxi.) 


'  Mr.  AddingUM  said  the  Bill  was  alertly 
a  revival  of  the  measure  brought  forward 
eighteen  months  ago,  and  therefore  that 
its  character  and  object  were  fully  known 
to  the  country. 

The  second  reading  was  fixed  for 
Friday,  and  the  Bill  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

BaiTisH  MusBUM.]  The  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Supply  was  brought  up.* 
On  the  Resolution,  ''That  the  sum  of 
5,58a/.  be  granted,  for  enabling  the  tru^ 
tees  of  the  British  Museum  to  xarry  on 
the  trusts  reposed  in  them  by  Parliament; 
and  also,  that  the  sum  of  1,000/.  be 
granted  to  enable  the  said  trustees  to  pro« 
ceed  in  making  the  necessary  purchases 
for  improving  the  collection  of  printed 
books,'' 

General  TAonOois  observed,  that  some 
improvement  was  necessary  iu  the  system 
of  this  establishment.  He  could  not  con« 
ceive  any  good  reason  why  the  public 
should  not  be  admitted  into  this  institu- 
tion every  day,  instead  of  being  excluded 
three  days  in  the  week,  as  was  the  pre- 
sent custom  ;  and  he  thought  that  more 
facililies  should  be  afforded  to  the  read* 
ing  of  the  books  contained  in  the  Mu« 
seum.  At  present  no  one  was  allowed 
to  look  into  those  books  without  a  recom- 
mendation from  a  trustee,  or  some 
officer  of  the  House ;  and  those  country 
gentlemen  and  others  who  had  no  ac« 
quaintance  with  thoae  trustees  or  officers^ 
were,  however  respectable,  excluded  fro|n 
any  access  to  this  valuable  library. 

Mr.  Birnku  thought  that  the  system 
upon  which  the  Museum  was  at  present 
conducted  scarcely  admitted  of  any  im- 
provement, and  particularly  deprecated 
the  idea  of  farther  facilitating  access  ta 
the  library  of  that  institution.  For  it 
must  be  known;  that  through  improper 
facilities,  many  public  libraries  had  been 
stripped  of  the  most  valuable  books. 
Such  bad  notoriously  happened  to  the 
public  library  of  Paris,  when  opened  in* 
discriminately  to  all  visitors;  and  it  would 
be  recollected. that  several  valuable  print* 
bad  recently  been  stolen  from  the  British 
Museum. 

General  Thomlon  called  to  the  recoil^- 
tion  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  that  those 
prints  were  purloined,  not  by  an  ordinary 
visitor,  but  by  a  friend  of  a  reverend  gen- 
tleman, one  of  the  officers  of  the  Museum^ 
He  hoped  that  the  suggestions  which' 
he  had  thrown  put  would  be  taken  int^. 

CO) 
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consideration  by  the  proper  aathorhies. 
The  moiioni  were  agreed  to. 

FoBEiGN  Soldiers  Enlutmbht  Bill.] 
The  House  haying  resoi?ed  itself  into  a 
ooRimittee  on  the  Bill,  '<  to  continue  two 
Acts  of  his  present  Majesty^  for  enabling 
subjects  of  foreign  states  to  enlist  and 
ierre  as  soldiers  in  his  Majesty's  service* 
and  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  grant  com- 
missions to  subjects  of  foreign  states  to 
serye  as  officers  under  certain  restric- 
lioos/' 

—  —  * 

Mr.  AbnKT  called  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  a  clause  of  the  Bill  which 
enacted  that  bis  Majesty  should  be  em« 
powered  to  retain  the  service  of  foreign 
troops  for  twelve  months  after  the  con- 
clusion of  any  war  in  Which  he  might 
happen  to  be  engaged.  There  were 
ether  points  connected  with  the  Bill*  such 
as  the  appointing  foreign  officers  to  com- 
missions in  British  regiments,  which  he 
thought  demanded  the  moat  serious  atten- 
tion of  the  House,  and  especially  when 
they  recollected  the  wholesome  and  con- 
stitutional jealousy  which  our  ancestors 
entertained  of  the  employment  of  foreign 
troops.  He  was  sure  many<  members  who 
were  then  absent,  would  be  anxious  to 
express  an  opinion  upon  such  a  Bill,  and 
to  know  from  the  framers  of  it  the  precise 
objects  it  was  intended  to  embrace.  He 
did  not  mean  to  oppose  its  present  stage, 
but  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  state  thus 
shortly  his  view  of  the  Bill. 

The  ^aker  said,  that  considering  the 
great  importance  of  the  Bill,  and  the  just 
and  weighty  observations  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  member,  he  should  take  the 
liberty  of  moving— That  the  chairman  do 
leave  the  chair,  report  progress^  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again. 

This  was  accordingly  done,  and  leave 
^was  granted  for  the  committee  to  sit  again 
to-morrow. 

'  Insolvbnt  Debtobs  Bill.]  Mr.  Ser* 
jeant  Btsi  moved  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill  for  the  amendment  of  the  laws 
relating  to  insolvent  debtors. 

General  Thamicn  hoped  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman  would  not  then  press 
the  second  reading,  as  many  members 
who  were  decidedly  hostile  to  the  princi- 
pies  of  the  Bill,  and  who  intended  to  op- 
pose it,  had  left  the  House.  < 

Mr.  Serjeant  Best  agreed  that  it  would 
he  useless  to  discuss  the  Bill  in  so  thin  a 
House.    He  should  be  happy  to  hate  the 


Opinions  of  every  one  upon  it,  and  had 
not  the  least  objectfon  to  defer  the  const- 
deration  of  it  to  any  day  that  the  hon. 
general  might  name. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly  said,  he  had  no  de* 
sire  to  press  the  second  reading  at  present, 
nor  to  provoke  a  debate  upon  the  Bill 
itself;  but,  as  it  was  probable  he  should 
not  have  any  ^tore  oppoftunitv  of  deli- 
vering his  sentiments,  he  would  venture 
to  trouble  the  House  with  Brfew  observa* 
tion.  The  Bill,  in  its  present  form,  cer* 
tainly  appeared  to  him  very  objectionable. 
It  embraced  two  objects;  the  one,  to 
compel  the  application  of  a  debtor's  pro* 
perty  to  the  payment  of  his  debts ;  and 
the  ether,  to  inflict  a  certain  proportion 
of  punishment  upon  debtora  who  bad  no 
property,  or  only  a  small  portion.  Witb^ 
regard  to  the  former,  nothing  certainly 
could  be  more  desirable ;  but  he  did  not 
think  the  mode  provided  by  the  present 
Bill  was  the  best  It  was  hostile  to  all 
the  soundest  principles  of  legislation,  to 
compel  a  man  to  make  a  declaration  upon 
oath,  and  then,  if  that  declaration  vras  not 
true  in  every  respect,  to  punish  him  as  a 
felon.  He  was  aware  that  in  the  bank* 
rupt  laws  such  a  practice  prevailed ;  but 
it  did  not,  therefore,  follow  that  it  was 
wise  to  adopt  the  same  practice  with  re- 
gard to  all  debtors.  It  was  torturing  a 
man's  conscience  against  himself,  in  a 
manner  which  the  House  ought  to  pause 
upon  before  they  sanctioned  it.  .  Another 
objection  which  he  felt  to  that  provision 
of  the  Bill  was,  that  its  very  severity 
would  render  it  inefiectuaU  as  was  the 
case  with  the  Lords'  Act,  from  which 
he  believed  it  was  exactly  copied,  and 
which  was  already  obsolete,  there  being 
but  few  instances  in  the  memory  of  the 
oldest  professional  men  where  it  had  been 
enforced.  It  would  be  much  better, 
therefore,  to  dispense  with  an  enactment, 
which  would  soon  become  a  mere  dead 
letter,  and  substitute  in  its  stead  something 
which  might  accomplish  the  desired  endU 
It  was  h\r  that  debton  should  be  obliged 
to  give  up  their  property  ;  but  the  mode 
of  compulsion  proposed  by  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  appeared  to  him  to  be  too 
severe.  He  strongly  objected  to  the 
graduated  scale,  connected  with  the  Bill, 
bjr  which  a  debtor,  having  ^iven  up  all 
his  property,  was  to  be  Imprisoned  tor  a 
greater  or  a  less  time,  in  proportion  to 
the  Quantity  of  debt  he  was  enabled  to 

I  liquidate.    Thus,  if  a  man's  property  #as 
only  eqnal  to  the  payment  of  5$$  in  the 
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pooD^y  th«  indUidoai  wu  to  be  confintd 
lor  »  greaier  lengib  of  tine  than  ha  who 
paid  I  Of. ;  aod  ao  oo»  to  a  certain  grada- 
tioo.    This   be  considered   very  on|iiil. 
When  a  peraon  bad  given  up  all  bit  pro- 
perty,  why  feboold  be  be  subjected  lo 
farther  pooiahment  ?  Looking  to  the  pro* 
fettional    experience    of    hia    boo.    and 
learned  friend,  he  bad  expocted  a  great 
deal  more  than  be  aaw  in  the  present 
neaanre.    He  thoogbt  it  wooM  be  better, 
for  instance,  to  compel  the  debtor,  by 
legal  process,  to  give  op  his  property, 
than  to  prodoce  tbia  eflfect  in  the  way 
DOW  proposed.     A  claose    night    have 
been  proposed  to  take  the  lands  of  the 
debtor  in  execotion,  which  could  not  at 
present  be  done.    He  also  conceived  that 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  night  have 
ttttrodoced  aone  provision  to  do  avray 
abam  pleas  and  writs  of  error^  by  which 
money  was  pot  into  the  pockets  of  the 
offeers  of  the  court,  and  an  onfair  delay 
was  procured  by  the  debtor,  detrinental 
to  the  interests  of  the  creditor.     These 
poaots  he  espccted  to  have  seen  remedied ; 
and  no  person  was  better  able  to  have  in* 
trodoced  provisions  for  that  purpose,  than 
his  hoff.  and  learned   friend  was.     He 
otnerved  a  claase  in  the  Bill,  by  which  a 
debtor,  even  thoagh  he  paid  a  snail  diTi- 
dend,  could  procure  bis  enlargement,  pro* 
vided  a  nvyority  of  bis  creditors  were 
wiliing  to  give  their  consent  to  his  libe- 
fation :  but  there  was  not  a  word  in  the 
Bill,  as  to  the  manOer  in  which  that  ooo* 
sent  was  to  be  expressed.    Sir  Samuel 
concluded  by  observing,  that  if  such  a 
Bill  aa  this  could  only  interest  so  small  a 
Bumber  of  membera  of  parliament  aa  were 
then  preaent,  that  cireumitance,  of  itself, 
formed  a  strong  objection  to  the  progress 
of  the  measure.    A  Bill  of  this  kind 
ought  not  to  pass,  without  having  the  do* 
oi&d  approbation  of  a  large  portion  of 
the  repreeeotatlvea  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Serjeant  JSssf  said,  be  was  not  ao 
ttoch  attached  to  the  provisions  of  the 
■seaaure  be  had  introduced,  as  to  reject  anv 
clauses  which  his  boo,  and  learned  friend, 
or  any  other  gentleman,  might  propose  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  bis  object  into  of* 
feet,  and,  at  the  same  time,  removing  the 
objections  to  the  presentBill.  He  abhorred 
and  detested  perpetual  inprisonment,  as 
much  aa  any  gentleman  could ;  but  still 
he  looked  upon  the  term  of  confinement, 
under  the  Act  which  he  was  desirous  of 
aasending,  as  too  short  to  effect  any  use* 
Mpuipose.    JUa  hptt.  nod  learned  firiend 


admitted,  on  a  former  evening,  that  there 
was,  probably,  a  species  of  crsdit,  that 
would  be  affected  by  the  Act,  as  it  now 
stood— but  be  denied  that  there  was  any 
foundation  for  supposing  that  its  provisions 
tended  to  relax  the  moral  feelings  of  the 
country.    He  entirely  diSered  from  this 
sentiment ;  and  be  thought  it  impossible 
for  any  gentleman  to  look  at  the  papers 
laid  on  the  table  of  the  House,  and  notice 
the  number  of  persons  wbo,  bad  come 
from  all  parts   of  the   country  to  tho 
metropolis,  to  get  relief  from  debts,  which 
they  had  contracted  under  circumstancea 
that  totally  precluded  the  capability  of 
their  liquidating  tbem^t  was  impossible, 
he  said,  for  any  man  to  contemplate  this, 
without  perceiving,  that  the  facilities  af- 
forded by  the  new  Act,  must  have  had  m 
powerful  operation  in  impairing  ^he  moral 
character  of  the  people— unless  it  was  in* 
tended  to  be  argued,  that  there  was  no 
criminality  in  contracting  a  debt,  and, 
instead  of  paying  it,  living  for  a  certain 
time  in  a  state  of  extravagance  and  pro- 
fligacy, and  then  coming  forth,  completely 
freed  firom  anv  further  trouble  or  molesta- 
tion on  the  subject.    His  hon.  and  learned 
friend  had  adverted  to  the  necessity  of 
making  yarious  alterations  in  the  Bill,  in 
a  committee.    He  had  no  objections  to 
thau     He  wished  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  might  hear  examined  at  their  bar 
the  keepers  of  the  principal  prisons  in  the 
metropolis  where  debtors  were  confined, 
and  who  were  the  most  competent  per- 
sons to  speak  to  the  effects  of  the  late  Act. 
They  would  inform  him,  thfat  such  was 
the  system  of  dissipation  carried  on  by 
debtors  who  had  thronged  into  their  re-^ 
spective  gaols,  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  In* 
solvent  Act,  that  they  (the  keepers)  were 
obliged  to  apply  to  the  courta  at  Westmin* 
ster  for  stronger  powers  than  they  before 
possessed,  to  check  the  growing  evil.    Ho 
was  glad  bis  hon.  and  learned  friend  con- 
currra  with  him  in  the  propriety  of  coin- 
|>ellin|(  persons,  who  would  rather  con« 
tinoe  tn  prison  than  give  a  just  account  of 
their  property,  to  make  a  satisfactory  re- 
turn—although he  objected  to  the  severity 
of  the  punishment,  in  case  of  a  refusal  to 
make  the  necessary  disclosure.    His  hon. 
and  learned  friend  thought,  instead  of  be- 
ing  transported,    the    offending   parties 
ought  to  be  subjected  to  certain  penalties : 
but  surely  it  must  suggest  itself  to  the 
excellent  understanding  of  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  that  a  Bill  providing  pe- 
naltiea  would  be  completely  nugatory.   If 
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the  coercion  of  iiDprisonaient  would  not 
induce  a  debior  to  make  a  discovery  o^ 
his  property,  bow  coold  any  penalty  pro- 
duce 8\ich  an  etfect?  This  compulsory 
clause,  however  severe,  was  not  new  in 
legislaiion.  Under  the  Lords'  Act  the 
compulsory  clause  was  confined  to  debts 
not  amounting  to  100/.  The  reason  that 
it  was  rarely  acicd  on  was  therefore 
evident.  It  must  occur  to  every  one, 
that  the  cases  to  which  the  clause  applied, 
^ould  seldom  be  connected  with  circom- 
atances  that  would  make  it  worth  the 
while  of  any  individual  to  prosecute  under 
that  provision.  One  instance,  had,  how* 
ever,  taken  place  in  the  term  just  closed, 
where  a  person  who  bad  refused  to  give 
Up  his  property,  was  indicted  under  the 
Lordtt'  Act.  The  compulsory  clause 
ought,  as  it  did  in  the  Bill  before  the 
House,  to  refer  to  cases  where  individuals, 
•possessed  of  extensive  meant,  having  con- 
tracted immense  debts,  chose  to  live  ex» 
travagantly  in  prison,  instead  of  satisfying 
their  just  creditors:  and,  he  believed, 
many  individuals,  who  now  lived,  most 
loxui'iously  in  gaol,  would  pay  their  debts 
the  moment  they  found  they  were  threat- 
ened with  a  severe  punishment,  if  they 
persisted  in  withholding  their  property 
from  those  who  had  claims  on  it.  Though 
he  was  by  no  means  friendly  to  the  seve- 
rity of  the  old  lawy  by  which  a  man 
might  be  confined  for  an  indefinite  period, 
atill  he  conceived,  that  considerable  seve- 
rity was  called  for,  in  order  to  compel  the 
payment  of  debts^  In  this  point  of  view, 
the  graduated  scale  which  this  Bill  em- 
braced, struck  him  as  beins  well  calcu- 
lated to  obtain  his  object.  By  that  scale, 
the  greater' the  dividend  which  the  debtor 
paid,  the  less  would  be  the  period  of  his 
confinement.  Encouragement  was  thus 
given  for  a  prompt  and  early  settlement  of 
every  demand.  His  bon.  and  learned 
friend  expiesised  some  surprise  that  be 
iiad  not  endeavoured  to  provide  against 
aham  pleas,  and  other  modes  of  procuring 
delay,  hunful  to  the  creditor.  Now,  it 
did  appear  to  him,  that  the  graduated 
scale  of  payment  and  imprisonment  would 
prevent  (be  evil  complained  of;  because, 
if  a  debtor  had  recourse  to  the  forms  al- 
luded to  by  his  hon.  and  learned  friend, 
•the  proceeding  would  necessarily  tend  to 
increase  the  original  debt,  and  to  con- 
aume  bis  means  of  paying  it*  The  debtor 
would,  therefore,  every  step  of  this  kind 
he  took,  be  subjecting  himself  lo  an  in- 
(leased  term  of  impriaoniaent.    If,  how- 
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ever,  this  were  not  deemed  sufficient  to 
remedy  the  inconvenience,  be  was  ready 
to  bring  in  a  clause  himself,  for  that  por* 
pose,  or  to  adopt  any  provision  which  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend  might  coiuider 
necessary.  With  respect  to  a  legal  pro- 
cess, to  compel  the  discovery  of  property, 
he  had  no  objection  to  such  a  measure  ; 
and  he  thought  it  ought  to  extend  both 
to  landed,  and  funded  property.  This, 
however,  did  not  appear  to  him  proper  to 
be  comprised  within  the  provisions  of  the 
Bill :  a  separate  enactment  would  pro** 
bably  be  better.  If,  however,  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend  was  of  a  different  opi- 
nion, and  introduced  a  clause  on  this 
point,  he  would  give  it  his  support. 

Mr.  Homer  was  proceeding  to  make 
some  observations,  wiien 

General  Tkoraam  rose  to  order.  Ho 
said  he  had  been  unwilling  to  prevent  the 
learned  Serjeant  from  replying  to  the  hon. 
and  learneid  gentleman, .  but  he  must  now 
desire  that  the  House  might  be  counted. 

There  being  only  twelve  members  pre- 
sent, the  House  immediately  .adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Wednuday,  Mt^  \(k 

Property  Tax  Bill.]  On  the  mo^ 
tion  for  the  second  reading  of  the  Property 
Tax  Bill, 

Earl  Stanhepe  said,  tbat  wtei  the  Corn 
Bill  was  before  their  lordships,  he  had 
done  every  thing  in  his  power  to  prevent 
that  course>  of  measures  and  enactments 
which,  in  his  opinion,  had  a  tendency  to 
grind  the  faces  of  the  poor.  He  iiad 
exerted  himself  for  the  same  object  when 
addressing  himself  to  their  lordships,  with 
reference  to  certain  tsxes  which  bad  been 
proposed  in  the  House  of  Commons;  being 
at  all  times  desirous,  as  much  as  in  him 
lay,  to  be  the  advocate  of  the  poor,  and 
to  support  their  cause,  when,  according  to 
his  views,  they  happened  at  any  time  to 
be  unfairly  treated.  On  the  same  prin* 
ciples  which  led  him  to  object  to  the 
measures  and  enactments  to  which  he  aU 
ittded,  he  must  now  oppose  this  tax  upon 
income,  or  at  least  one  particular  part  of 
it.  Their  lordships  would  recollect,  that 
the  method  proposed  by  hidi  for  relieving 
the  occupiers  of  Isnd,  without  the  neces- 
sity of  having  recourse  to  the  Corn  Bilij 
was  to  uke  off  or  reduce*  those  taxes 
which  bore  directly  on  the  farmer,  and 
by  this  means  enable  him  to  sell  his  com 
cheaper  without  injiry  to  agricnltural.  m<* 
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dnttry,  which  ought  always  to  be  encoa* 
raged.  The  pari  of  the  f>resi*Dt  Bill  to 
which  he  particularly  objected  was  that 
which  related  to  the  occupiers  of  land* 
who  were  obliged  to  pay  18  pence  on  the 
amoont.of  the  rent*  and  who  would,  in 
order  to  reimburse  themseWes,  be  under 
the  necessity  of  raising  the  price  of  corn 
and  bread.  As  far  as  this  tax  related  to 
proprietors,  soch  as  he  himself  was,  he 
thought  it  a  most  proper  measure ;  as  fares 
it  related  to  stockholders,  be  did  not  mean 
to  object  to  it ;  and  as  far  as  it  related  to 
places,  offices,  and  pensions  under  and 
from  the  Crown,  he  could  stste  no  objec- 
tion to  it.  In  the  last  case,  he  thought  it 
worthy  of  spprobation.  But  with  respect 
to  the  occupiers  of  land^  and  othei"  classes 
in  similar  circomstancesi  the  operation 
was  most  mischie?oos;  for  the  farmer  was 
forced  to  raise  the  price  of  corn  and 
breads  and  the  ux  then  fell  heavily  on 
the  poor  in  the  increased  prices  of  the 
necessaries  of  life.  These  taxes,  which 
could  be  thus  shifted,  always  fell  most 
-?>/aviJy  oo  the  consumer.  If  a  tax  were 
imposed  on  a  soap*boiler,  it  was  not  paid 
by  him«  for  be  increased  the  price  of  soap 
in  proportion  ;  but  it  was  paid  by  the 
consomer^  though  the  soap-boiler  likewise 
sofieredy  as,  owing  to  the  increased  price, 
he  could  not  sell  so  much  soap.  So  il  was 
with  the  farmer,  who  shifted  the  greatest 
partof  the  burthen  on  the  consumer,  while 
he  himself  most  suffer  from  the  decrease 
of  ability  to  purchase,  owing  to  the  in- 
creased prices.  In  consequence^ '  too,  of 
the  increased  prices  of  the  necessaries  of 
life^  the  farmers'  workman  as  well  as 
others  would  demand  an  increase  of 
wages,  and  the  farmer  would  be  obliged 
still  further  to  increase  the  price  of  corn 
to  indemnify  himself.  So  it  would  be 
with  the  workmen  in  the  manufactories. 
The  advanced  price  of  the  necessaries  of 
life  would  raise  the  price  of  labour,  and 
this  again  would  raise  the  prices  of  the 
manufactured  articles,  both  for  home  con- 
sumption and  exportation^  and  thus  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  and  its  indus- 
try throughout,  would  be  most  prejudi- 
cially afiected.  The  expenses,  too«  of 
supplies  of  proTisioDs  for  the  army  and 
navy  would  be  considerably  increased ; 
so  that,  on  every  account,  these  taxes 
which  so  immecUately  bore  upon  the 
prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  ought  to 
be  avoided.  But  there  was  an  argument 
io  favour  of  this  mode  of  taxatipnr^  which, 
though  not  openly  stated*  wis  whispered 


about  among  men  of  weight  and  anthority  $ 
and  it  was  this,-that  as  the  stockholders  were 
taxed,  every  other  species  of  property  or 
industry  most  be  taxed.  But  that  argti* 
ment  was  absurd  in  the  view  which  he  bad 
of  it.  The  ground  of  it  was,  that  unless 
every  other  species  of  property  were 
taxed,  it  would  be  a  breach  of  public 
faith  to  tax  the  fund -holders.  Now,  the  oc- 
cupiers of  land  only  paid  18  pence,  whereas 
the  fund* holders  were  taxed  two  sbillinga 
in  the  pound ;  so  that  if  there  was  a  breach 
of  faith,  it  took  place  upon  the  present 
plan,  completely  as  if  the  occupier  of 
land  were  relieved.  Such  being  the  state 
of  the  case,  he  saw  oo  reason  why  they 
should  not  be  relieved ;  for  as  |he  tax  was 
at  present  framed  and  collected,  it  was 
unequal  and  inquisitorial,  and  the  remedy 
ought  without  delay  to  be  applied.  Till 
that  remedy  was  applied,  he  could  not 
give  a  cordial  assent  to  the  passing  of  the 
Bill. 

The  Earl  of  Lherpool  did  not  feel  him- 
self called  upon  to  trouble  their  lordships  at 
any  great  length  on  the  siibject  of  this  Bill, 
but  he  thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to  say 
a  few  words  in  consequence  of  what  haJd 
fallen  from  the  noble  earl.  That  this  tax 
or  any  tax  most  be  attended  with  more 
or  less  pressure  upon  some  or  all  classes 
of  the  community,  could  not  be  doubted  ; 
but  when  the  necessity  clearly  existed  of 
imposing  a  heavy  burthen  on  the  nation 
in  the  way  of  taxstion,  the  only  question 
was,  in  what  way  it  could  be  raised  with 
the  leut  possible  incontenience  and 
pressure.  Now,  he  conceived  it  was  a 
great  recommendation  to  a  tax,  that  it 
spread  as  generally  as  possible  over  the 
community,  and  every  species  of  property  ; 
and  be  considered  this  as  upon  the  whole 
the  most  equal  and  the  fairest  method  by 
which  so  large  a  sum  could  be  collected. 
He  knew  there  were  some  who  thought 
that  a  tax  on  capital  would  be  by  far  the 
best  method.  That,  he  confessed,  waa 
not  by  any  means  his  opinion.  He  be- 
lieved the  tax  on  capital  would  be  at* 
tended  with  all  the  difficulties  and  disad* 
vantages  which  had  been  urged  as  objec- 
tions against  this  tax,  and  also  with  a  great 
many  others  to  which  this  tax  was  not 
liable.  It  wu  impossible  to  invent  any 
system  of  taxation  which  would  not  fall 
unequally  on  some  sorts  of  property  or 
industry ;  for  there  were  some  descriptions 
of  property  much  more  risible  and  tan- 
gible than  others,  so  that  the  means  of, 
evfMien  i'ld  not  exists  which  certainly  did 
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exist  more  or  less  with  respect  to  some 
descriptions  of  property.  Bat  upon  the 
whole,  after  all  the  consideration  he  had 
given  to  the  stibject^  and  after  ail  the  ob- 
servations which  he  had  been  enabled  to 
make  respecting  the  operation  of  the  tax, 
it  wat  the  least  aneqoal  and  the  least  op- 
pressive way  in '  which  so  great  a  sum 
could  be  collected  ;  and  perhaps  there 
was  no  other  way  in  which  it*  could  be 
raised  with  so  little  comparative  pressure 
upon  the  poorer  classes  of  the  community. 
In  this  last  view  of  it>  therefore^  there  was 
no  tax  which  ought  to  excite  less  objec- 
tion in  the  mind  of  the  noble  earl.  With- 
out going  into  the  subject  further,  he 
trusted  that  upon  due  consideration  of  the 
situation  in  which  the  country  stood,  and 
the  necessity  of  a  large  supply*  upon  all 
the  different  views  which  might  be  taken 
of  what  was  the  proper  policy  of  the 
country  under  the  present  circumstances, 
this  Bill  would  be  permitted  to  proceed 
without  any  very  serious  opposition.  The 
Decessity  of  preparation  was  admitted  on 
all  hands  $  for  that  purpose  a  large  supply 
was  necessary,  and  there  was  no  way  in 
which  that  supply  could  be  raised  in  a 
way  so  little  objectionable  as  the  present. 
Earl  Grey  said,  be  did  not  rise  to  oppose 
the  second  reading  of  this  Bill,  though  he 
had  by  no  means  the  same  favourable 
opinion  of  it  as  a  plan  of  taxation  which 
appeared  to  be  entertained  by  the  noble 
earl  opposite :  but  the  country  had  been 
nnexpec'iedly  placed  in  circumstances 
in  which  considerable  preparations  were 
certainly  necessary,  and  .perhaps  as  this 
tax  was  only  to  last  for  one  year,  it  was, 
provided  some  amendments  were  made, 
the  least  objectionable  mode  of  raising  so 
large  a  sum  which  could  be  immediately 
devised.  He  considered  the  Government, 
however,  as  pledged  to  the  people,  that  it 
should  not  last  beyond  the  year,  unless 
the  circumstances  should  be  snch  as  abso- 
lutely and  indispensably  called  for  it,  and 
that  at  all  events  it  was  not  to  last  beyond 
the  occasion  which  called  for  it;  and  if 
he  should  have  the  opportunity,  he  would 
certainly  think  it  his  duty  to  call  for  the 
redemption  of  that  pledge.  But  what  he 
chiefly  wished  to  advert  to  at  present,  was 
the  argument  or  statement  of  the  noble 
earl,  that  this  tax  was  fair  and  equal  in  its 
operation.  He  differed  most  widely 
from  the  noble  earl  in  that  respect ;  for 
from  what  he  himself  had  witnessed, 
be  could  say  with  confidence,  that  in  its 
•peration  at  leait,  if  not  in  iu  priaciple. 
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the  tax  was  most  uneqOal,  veMtions,  and 
oppressive;    and  he  believed  it  be  so  i« 
that  particular  to  which  his  noble  friend 
near  him  (earl  Stanhope)  adverted.     Hu 
noble  friend  was  mistaken  when  he  sop* 
posed  that  the  farmer  paid  only  18  pence 
in  the  pound  on  his  profits,  for  he  paid  18 
pence  out  of  the  whole  rent,  as  a  criterion 
by  which  to  estimate  the  two  shillings  in 
the  pound  on  his  profits.    Now  that  was, 
in  very  many  cases,  a  most  unfair  criterion  * 
by  which  to  judge  of  the  farmer's  profitii, 
and  when  the  Bill  came  into  the  committeot 
he  trusted  that  some  remedy  would  be 
applied  in  that  particular.     There  was 
another  point  which  he  wished  to  press 
upon  the  attention  of  the  noble  earl  oppo* 
site,  and  that  was,  that  every  care  ought 
to  be  taken  by  that  noble  earl,  and  those 
concerned  in  the  proper  execution  of  thia 
Act,  that  the  tax  should  be  collected  with 
as  much  equality  as  possible.    It  appeared 
from  a  schedule  which  had  been  laid  on 
the  table,  that  out  of  the  fourteen  millions 
raised  by  this  tax,  only  about  two  millions 
were  raised  from  trade,  and  the   other 
twelve  millions  chiefly  from  land*     Ha 
knew  that  the  tax  bad  been  collected  on 
different  principles  in    different    places. 
In  some  places,  such  as  die  county  with 
which  he  was  more  peculiarly  connected, 
the  tax  was  collected  on  the  actual  rent 
with  the  utmost  severity,  while  in  other 
places  the  assessments  for  rates,  or  county 
rates,  or  something  of  that  description, 
were  taken  as  the  criterion.    He  did  not, 
as  he  had  before  stated,  mean  at  this  time 
to  press  any  objection  to  the  Bill  altoge* 
ther,  being  sensible  that  under  the  present 
circumstances  any  objections  stated  \>f 
him  would-be  unavailing,  and  being  aware 
also  of  the  necessity  of  a  prompt  and  im« 
mediate  supply ;  but  be  trusted  the  noble 
earl  would  not  object  to  its  going  into  a 
committee,  that  some  of  the  worst  featurea 
of  the  tax  might,  if  possible,  be  loflened 
and  amended.     But  vvith  respect  to  the 
nature  of  the  tax  itself,  be  must  repeat, 
that  it  waa  in  his  opinion  most  uneqiial 
and  vexatious  in  its  operation,  and  one 
which,  of  all  other  modes  of  taxation,  ap« 
peared  to  be  moat  repugnant  to  the  nature 
and  genius  of  the  British  constitution. 

The  Earl  of  Ltoerpool  sUted,  that  he 
had  not  said  that  the  tax  was  perfectly 
equal,  and  free  from  objection  in  its  ope* 
ration.  He  had  only  said,  that  of  all  the 
ways  in  which  so  large  a  sum  could  be 
raised,  it  was  opon  the  whole  the  leaat  nn>» 
equal  and  oppressive. 
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'  Etrl  SItesAdipe'repetted  hit  objections  to 
the  Bill*  on  the  ground  which  be  had  be- 
fore taken,  and  read  from  a  paper  which 
had  been  laid  on  the  table,  the  propor- 
ttons  which  each  of  the  five  aoorcea  men- 
tioned in  that  paper  prodnced.  The  dif* 
ference  between  the  pressure  on  land  and 
trade  was  remarkable,  and  the  most  proper 
remedy  in  every  point  of  view  would  be 
to  relieve  4he  occupiers  of  land. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 
The  Earl  of  Liverpool  moved,  that  the 
commitment  of  the  Bill  be  dispensed  with, 
and  that  it  be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Duke  of  N<nfolk  contended,  that  the 
Bill  ought  to  be  committed,  in  order  to 
remedy  some  of  those  objections  to  which 
it  was  liable  in  its  operation.  The  tax 
itself  he  thought  the  most  fair  and  equal 
that  could  be  imposed,  provided  its  inqoi- 
sitorial  character,  and  the  worst  points  in 
its  operation,  could  be  got  rid  of.  It  was 
material  for  that  purpose,  that  the  Bill 
should  be  allowed  to  go  into  a  committee. 
Amon^  other  particulars,  with  respect  to 
which  ^the  Bill  required  some  amend- 
ments, theire  was  the  provision  by  which 
leases  were  subjected  to  a  new  valuation 
every  seven  years,  and  thus  the  tenant 
might  be  deprived  in  a  great  measure  of 
the  proper  returns  for  his  capital,  laid  out 
in*  the  expectation  of  being  reimbursed  at 
a  distant  period.  Suppose  he  were  to  let 
a  long  lease  to  a  tenant  at  a  given  rent. 
Corn,  which  some  time  ago  itrw  at  16 
shillings  the  bushel,  ihight  now  not  yield 
half  the  price,  and  yet  nothing  could  be 
more  unequal  than  to  make  the  farmer 
pay' at  the  same  rate  during  each  of  these 
periods.  He  was  perfectly  aware  of  the 
importance  to  the  country  of  being  in  a 
proper  state  of  preparation,  for  this  was 
the  way  to  prosecute  war  with  effect,  if 
that  should  be  necessary;  and  the  best 
means  of  securing  peace  on  just  and  ho- 
nourable terms,  if  peace  should  happily 
be  the  result.  He  had  no  objection,  there- 
fore, to  the  tax,  which  of  course  was  tb 
last  only  as  long  as  the  occasion  which 
called  for  it :  but  he  thought  it  highly  in- 
expedient to  omit  the  committal  or  the 
Bill,  when  no  material  delay  would  be 
created  by  that  committal. 

The  Earl  of  Ltocrpool  said,  that  it  was 
discretionary  with  the  House,  whether  to 
cbmmit  the  Bill  or  not;  and  he  should 
not  have  proposed  the  third  reading  with- 
oQt  its  going  into  a  committee,  had  this 
been  «  new  tneasure.  But  he  had  not 
^ioogfai  it  necessary  in  the  'present  Jn- 


staace,  when  he  considered  that  this  was  a 
measure  which  their  lordships  had  already 
had  more  than  once  before  them,  and  that 
it  was  now  intended  to  be  continued  only 
for  one  year,  unless  the  same  necessity 
for  it  existed  next  year  as  now.  The 
delay  would,  besides,  be  inconvenient; 
and  if  the  measure  were  to  be  continued 
for  more  than  one  year,  their  lordships 
would  have  the  opportunity  of  consider- 
ing and  discussing  such  modifications  as  it 
might  appear  proper  to  introduce  into  the 
Bill.  In  the  mean  time,  it  did  not  seem 
to  him  expedient  that  the  Bill  should  b» 
committea. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  said,  that 
the  argument  of  the  noble  earl  himself 
proved  that  it  was  expedient  that  tiie  Bill 
should  be  committed  ;  for  if  the  measure 
had  been  more  than  once  under  their 
lordships'  consideration,  and  yet  still  re- 
quired amendment,  it  was  the  more  re- 
quisite that  it  should  not  pass  now  with- 
out the  proper  alterations  and  modifica- 
tions. He  begged  not  to  be  understood 
as  disapproving  of  the  tax  itself,  and  there 
he  had  the  misfortune  to  differ  from  his 
noble  friend  near  him  (earl  Grey) ;  but 
thinking  the  tax  a  proper  one,  he  still 
thought  the  Bill  ought  to  be  committed,  in 
order  to  remove  some  objections  in  the 
details  to  which  it  might  be  liable. 

The  House  then  divided  on  the  ques- 
tion, that  the  Bill  be  read  a  third  time  to« 
morrow.  Contents,  23;  Non-Contents,  8 : 
Majority,  15. 
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Wedneid^,  May  10. 

TaEATY  OF  Vienna.]  Mr.  iVhitbread 
inquired  whether  any  message  was  to  be 
expected  from  the  Crown,  within  the  pre- 
sent or  the  next  week,  with  respect  to  the 
late  Treaty  with  the  Allies  ? 

Lord  Castkreagh  replied,  that  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  Treaty  alluded  to  bad  not 
yet  been  received  m>m  Vienna,  and  that 
therefore  he  conld  not  answer  the  hon* 
gentleman's  question. 

Mr.  fnubread  asked,  upon  what  day 
and  to  what  extent  the  noblis  lord  pro« 
posed  to  mote  an  adjournment  for  the 
holidays  i 

Lord  Caulereagh  answered,  Ihat  ha 
should  move  the  adjournment  on  Priday^ 
until  Thursday  in  the  next  week. 

Mr.  IVhiihread  expressed  his  hope,  that 
a  subject  of  so  much  Importance  as  the 
Treaty  to  which  he  had  alluded  irould 
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not  be  pressed  into  discussion  witboat  due 
notice.  He  calculated*  ibat  if  the  Mes* 
sage  from  the  Crown  should  be  presented 
on  ^Thursday  se'nnight,  tb^  discussion 
would  be  fixed  for  the  following  day. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  asked/ whether  it  was  in* 
tended  to  lay  before  the  House  a  copy  of 
the  communication  from  our  Goyernment 
to  that  of  Russia,  in  1811,  including  the 
letter  of  the  Prince  Regent  to  the  Emperor 
Alexander  ? 

.  Lord  Casilereagh  said,  that  he  did  not 
think  it  would  be  advantageous  to  the 
public  service  to  present  the  communica- 
tion alluded  to  by  the  right  hon.  gentle«> 
man ;  and  he  was  persuaded,  that  if  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  were  aware  of  the 
nature  of  the  objection,  be  would  be  of 
the  same  opinion. 

Mr.  Potuonby  declared,  that  he  was  not 
aware  of  any  objection  to  the  production 
of  this  paper. 

LoTT£RiBs,]  In  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer moved,  that  a  Lottery  consisting  of 
60«000  tickets  should  be  voted  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  year  18 15, 

Mr.  Whilbread  strongly  objected  to  this 
scheme  of  finance,  as  inconsistent  with  the 
principles  of  public  morality.  Indeed, 
the  evils  resulting  from  lotteries  were  so 
fully  disclosed  in  the  Reports  of  two  com- 
mittees of  that  House,  that  he  could  not 
help  expressing  his  surprise  at  the  pro- 
posed continuance  of  such  a  system  by 
any  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  but 
especially  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
opposite,  who  uniformly  professed  so 
much  solicitude  for  the  interests  of  mo- 
rality. Some  checks  were,  he  was  told, 
imposed  upon  the  evils  heretofore  pro- 
duced by  lotteries;  but  he  was  decidedly 
of  opinion,  that  no  profit  could  .accrue  to 
the  public  treasury,  sufficient  to  compen- 
sate for  the  evil  which  lotteries  were  cal- 
culated to  produce. 

The  Chtmcelhr  qfthe  Exchequer  regretted 
the  necessity  of  resorting  to  this  plan  of 
finance;  but  he  had  the  consolation  to  tbink 
that  the  evils  to  which  the  hon.  member 
ajluded,  and  which  he  admitted  to,  have 
b.een  considerable  under  former  arrange- 
ments of  the  lottery,  were  now  done  away 
through  the  establishment  of  a  variety  of 
salutary  checks,  among  which  the  short- 
ness of  the  period  in  which  each  lottery 
was  drawn,  was  perhaps  the  most  eflec- 
tiye,  as  it  put  an  end  to  the  gambling  to 
vshich  the  leogth  of  that  period  kereto- 
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fore  afforded  but  too  much  temptation  and 
opportunity. 

Mr.  Whubrtikd  was  glad  to  hear  that  the 
evil  was  diminished,  but  he  should  rather 
have  heard  that  it  was  entirely  removed. 
From  the  right  hon.  gentleman  s  character 
he  was  led  to  expect  that  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  sell  so  much  wickedness  for  so 
small  a  price. 

The  Resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Bill  to  exempt  Places  of  Woeship 
FEOM  Paeochial  Rates.1  The  Chancellor 
cf  the  Exchequer  moved  tor  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  exempting  from  the  payment 
of  parochial  rates,  churches,  chapels,  and 
other  places  exclusively  appropriated  to 
the  purposes  of  religious  worship,  and  the 
gratuitous  instruction  of  the  poor. 

Mr,  W/dibread  expressed  his  entire  ap* 
probation  of  the  measure,  which,  in  his 
opinion,  ought  to  have  been  adopted  long 
since,  for  the  satisfaction  of  those  reli- 
gious persons,  who  were,  he  hoped,  very 
numerous  in  this  country ;  but  he  could 
not  forbear  from  saying,  that  he  was  sorry 
to  have  such  a  laudable  measure  preceded 
by  a  Resolution  so  subversive  of  morality 
as  the  continuance  of  lotteries. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  the  Bill 
was  brought  in,  read  a  first,  and  ordered 
for  a  second  reading  on  Friday  se'onigbt. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thursday,  May  1 1 . 

Alien  Bill.]  On  the  question  for  the 
third  reading  of  the  Aliens  Regulation 
Bill, 

.  Earl  Stanhope  made  a  variety  of  ob- 
servations, but  particularly  upon  the  lan- 
guage and  diction  of  the  Bill,  which  he 
contended  was  erroneous,  and  liable  to 
much  misconstruction.  He  dwelt  a  good 
deal  on  what  he  conceived  the  necessity 
of  having  certain  parentheses  in  the  Bill, 
properly  distinguished  in  the  Bill*  It 
was  well  known  that  all  the  stops,  colons, 
commas,  semicolons,  and  so  on,  were  in* 
troduced  by  the  King's  printer,  when 
Bills  came  under  bis  hands;  but  never 
the  parentheses,  for  which  proper  blanks 
were  left  in  the  original  Bill  or  Record; 
and  he  defied  either  of  the  noble  and 
learned  lords  (Redesdale  and  Ellenbo- 
rough)  on  the  right  and  on  the  left  of  a 
much  better  judge  than  either  of  them 
(the  Lord  Chancellor)  to  controvert  what 
he  said.  By  his  construction  of  th^  part 
of  the  Bill  iQ  which  be  more  espe^iall^. 
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referred^  an  ibdividaal  might  be  indicted 
for  the  non-commiBsion  of  an  offence 
against  the  Act,  as  well  as  for  the  commts- 
Bion  of  one  ;  and  to  obviate  this  glaring 
defect^  as  he  considered  it  to  be,  he  moved 
for  the  omission  of  certain  words  in  that 
part  of  Bill. 

The  Bill  being  read  a  third  time,  the 

question  was  formally  put  on  the  amend - 

'  ment  proposed  by  the  noble  ear),  which 

was   negatived,    and  the  Bill   was  then 

passed* 

Property-Tax  Bill.]    On  the  motion 
for  the  third  reading  of  this  Bill, 

The  Duke  of  Norfolk  repeated  his  ap- 
probation of  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  and 
bis  conviction  that  the  clamours  and  out- 
cries which  had  been  raised  against  it  were 
unfounded.  The  Executive  Government 
ought  npt  to  suffer  itself  to  be  influenced 
improperly  by  such  means,  and  the  firm- 
ness which  they  had  displayed  during  the 
outcry  against  the  Corn-bill  was  much  to 
their  credit ;  for,  whether  that  measure 
was  right  or  not,  the  decision  ought  not 
to  be  influenced  by  such  clamours.  But 
while  he  approved  of  the  principle  of  the 
Billi  he  was  aware  that  it  required  much 
modification  in  the  details.  There  could 
not  be  a  more  equal  and .  proper  tax  than 
this,  i^  it  were  confined  to  property  se- 
cured—be meant  land,  property  in  the 
funds,  mortgages,  bonds>  &c. :  but  income 
derived  fcom  trade  and  personal  exertion, 
which  was  uncertain  in  its  nature,  ought 
not  to  be  so  taxed.  The  Bill  required 
amendment,  toOt  in  the  case  of  the  occu- 
piers of  land,  who  paid  according  to  a 
-^ery  uncertain  and  unfair  criterion.  He 
recommended  it,  therefore,  to  ministers 
to  consider  whether  several  very  material 
amendments  and  modifications  might  not 
be  made  in  ibis  plan  of  taxation,  in  case 
it  were  necessary  to  continue  it  beyond 
the  year.  He  considered  the  situation,  of 
the  country  to  be  such  as  to  require  this 
great  financial  measure,  and  he  hoped 
the  eventual  use  of  the  extensive  powers 
entrusted  to  his  Majesty's  Government, 
would  be  the  establishment  of  a  secure 
peace  upon  fair  and  honourable  terms, 
such  as  a  nation  like  this  had  a  right  to 
expect.  Upon  these  grounds  it  was  that 
lie  now  voted  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
Bill. 

.  The  Earl  of  Damkjf  expressed  his  con- 
currence in  the  general  scope  and  ten- 
dency of  the  noble  duke's  opinions ;  and 
alluding  to  the  particular  deicription  of 
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persons  whom  he,  with  the  noble  doke* 
thought  were  so  pressed  upon  by  the  Bill» 
he  expressed  his  hope  that  justice  would 
be  afforded  to  a  class  of  men  always  re- 
markable for  their  loyalty  and  exertions, 
and  who  were  at  all  times  ready  to  ^  bear 
their  due  proportion  of  the  public  bur- 
thens. 

The  Marquis  of  Douglas  thought  the 
tax  roost  unjust  and  impolitic  in  its  prin- 
ciple and  in  its  operation.  It  was  unjust 
in  its  principle  because  it  took  a  certain 
proportion  of  tlie  whole  income  of  tho 
country,  and  when  they  once  came  to 
take  10  per  cent,  in  this  way,  they  migbt, 
on  the  same  principle,  take  99  per  cent. 
It  was  unjust  in  its  operation,  because  it 
imposed  •  the  burthen  most  unequally  and 
unfairly  on  the  differei^t  kinds  of  property. 
He  considered  this,  tberefore,  as  an  un- 
just and  unconstitutional  tax.  Articles  of 
luxury  and  matters  of  that  kind  were  the 
proper  objects  of  taxation,  because  they 
limited  themselves.  He  objected,  also,  to 
the  tax,  because  he  considered  it  at 
amounting  to  a  declaration  of  war.  .  He 
could  not  agree  that  it  was  to  be  regarded 
merely  as  the  means  of  enabling  the  Go- 
vernment to  place  the  country  in  a  proper 
state  of  preparation  with  a  view  to  nego- 
ciations  for  peace,  but  as  the  means  of 
commencing  hostilities,  to  which  he  was 
adverse,  if  peace  could  be  preserved.  He 
was  the  more  convinced  of  this  when  he 
considered  it  in  connexion  with  the  De- 
claration of  the  Allies,  the  Treaty  of 
Vienna,  and  the  Declaration  of  the  King 
of  France.  This  last  Declaration  slated, 
that  war  was  ready  to  be  commenced  t» 
replace  that  King  on  his  throne,  and  the 
Declaration  of  the  Allies  contained  words, 
which  appeared  very  like  giving  a  sanc- 
tion to  assassination.  He  regretted  that 
this  Declaration  had  been  signed  by  the 
duke  of  Wellington,  who  certainly  did. 
not  understand  it  in  any  sucb  sense.  The 
Declaration,  too,  was  monstrously  absurd, 
because  it  put  all. the  adherents  of  Buona-. 
parte  out  of  the  pale  of  law;  aodl)y  this, 
means  .outlawed  thirty  millions  of  people. 
If  any  other  noble  lord  wished  to  divide, 
the  House  against  the  tax,  he  should  be 
ready  to  join  in  giving  a  negative  to  the 
Bill. 

The  Earl  of  Dsmiey  explained,  that  the 
vote  he  should  give  on  this  occasion  had 
no  reference  to  the  question  of  peace  or 
war ;  nor  would  it  go  to  imply  any  things 
like  approbation  on  his  part  of  the  De- 
claration of  Vienna^  or  that  of  Louis  \%l 
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but  h«  Toted  apoo  hit  Cofivictioni  tbftt  the 
meaflure  was  neceNary,  onder  Iht  present 
circumstances^  for  the  secority  of  the 
country. 

Tbe  Earl  of  £x9fr;poo{  said,  that  he  con- 
iStdered  no  noble  lord  as  pledged  to  sop- 
port  a  war  by  agreeing  to  this  Bill,  for 
whether  with  a  ?iew  to  war,  or  an  armed 
j^reparation  for  negociatioo,  the  sum  was 
necessary ;  and  it  could  not  be  raised  in 
any  other  way  so  advantageotisly  as  by 
this  plan.    With  respect  to  the  clamoars 
against  the  tax,  he  admitted  that  they 
were  in  a  great  degree  unfounded :  but  it 
certainly  had  been  understood  by  many 
respectable  inditiduals,  that  GoYernment 
was  pledged   not   to  continue    this   tax 
beyond  the  first  month  of  April  after  the 
close  of  the  war.    This  was  certainly  not 
intended  by  those  who  introduced   the 
measure  at  tbe  commencement  of  the  last 
war ;  but  as  it  had  been  so  understood  by 
naay,  and  as  there  were  words  of  termi* 
nation  in  the  Act  which  were  not  to  be 
Ibund  in  the  other  war*tax  acts.  Govern* 
ihent,  in  order  to  avoid  even  the  appear* 
ance  of  breach  of  faith,  were  willing  to 
abandon  the  tax,  if  possible,  because  the 
pledge  was  supposed  to  extend  to  its  not 
being  continued  under  any  modification 
or  shape  whatever.    It  haul  been  intro-* 
doced  by  a  noble  friend  of  his  (viscount 
Sidmooth)  about  1 1  years  ago,  at  a  rate 
of  5  per  cent.    That  had  been  increased 
by  Mr.  Pitt  to  7|  per  cent,  and  it  had 
been  raised  to  10  per  cent,  when  the 
noble  marquis  opposite  (Lansdowne)  was 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer;  and  he  did 
not  icnow  that  it  was  understood  by  any 
ftdmrnistration  that  there  was  a  pledge 
tar  its  ceasing  entirely  af  the  conclusion 
tff  the  war.     That  no  such  pledge  was 
intended  when  it  was  first  introduced  by 
Mr.  Pitt,  was  clear  to  demtmstration,  'fiir 
the  tax  was  then  partly  pledged  for  loans, 
though  that  part  had  been  afterwards  re* 
deemed  by  his  noble  friend  (viscount  Sid- 
inouth).    It  was  singular,  too,  that  those 
on  wham  the  tax  bore  least  heavily *-he 
meant  the  commercial  classes—had  (>een 
the  loudest  in  their  opposition  to  it.     With 
respect  to  the  present  state  of  affairs,  he 
did  not  think  this  the  proper  tiine  for  hitn 
to  enter  upon  any  discussion  of  that  kind : 
but  as  to  tbe  observation  of  the  noble 
marquis  that  the  duke  of  Wellington  bad 
signed  a  declaration  which  appeared  to 
have  a  tendency  to  encourage  assassina- 
ihn,  be  was  sure  no  one  could  imagine 
Ikat  the  duke  of  Wellington  would  ^ver 
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sign  a  declaration  haring  such  a  tendency. 
Nothing  could  be  more  abhorrent  to  his 
nature.  The  Declaration  in  question  had 
no  such  tendency  or  object,  and  certainiy 
none  such  had  ever  entered  into  the  con- 
templation of  the  duke  of  Wellington* 
As  to  the  tax  itself,  he  could  only  repeat 
what  he  had  said  on  a  former  day,  that  it 
appeared  to  him  the  plan  best  calculated 
to  raise  so  large  a  sum  with  the  least  pos* 
sible  inequality ;  and  its  great  recom- 
mendation was,  that  it  reached  property 
of  every  kind.  The  tax  was,  besides,  only 
continued  for  one  }'ear,  which  was  an 
answer  to  many  of  the  objections  which 
had  been  urged  against  it. 

The  Marquis' of  Lamd&ame  staited,  that 
it  had  certainly  been  understood  by  him 
and  those  with  whom  he  acted  at  the 
period  to  which  the  noble  earl  alluded, 
that  the  tax  was  to  be  re-considered  at  the 
close  of  the  war;  and  be  now  stated  it  as 
his  opinion,  that  this  tax  was  one  calcu- 
lated for  an  exigency,  and  ought  to  be 
rc'considered  on  every  occasion  whea 
that  exigency  terminated*  At  tbe  close 
of  a  war,  it  might,  perhaps,  be  advisable, 
under  particular  circumstances,  to  con- 
tinue it  to  a  certain  extent  and  under 
various  modifications ;  but  it  was  clearly 
right  and  proper,  that  at  the  close  of  a 
war,  it  should  be  re*con8idered  for  the 
purpose  of  reducing  its  amount,  and-  alter* 
ing  as  far  as  that  might  be  expedient  the 
mode  of  its  operation.  But,  admitting 
that  the  sum  must  be  raised,  he  could  not 
conceive  any  plan  by  which  it  could  be 
so  raised  in  a  more  fair  and  equal  wajr 
than  tbe  present.  Ineqoaiity,  in  some 
respects,  there*  must  be  in  every  method 
of  taxation;  but  it  was  desirable,  thai 
evevjy  tax  shoold  be  as  equal  as  it  coaki 
possibly  be  made,  having  a  due  regard 
to  the  produce;  for  even  additional 
equality  might  be  too  dearly  purchased 
by  the  sacrifice  of  too  great  a  proportion 
of  the  produce. 

The  Earl  of  Lherpooi  felly  concurred 
with  the  noble  marquis,  that  at  the  close 
of  a  war  the  tax  eogbt  to  be  re-considered 
before  it  was  continued  in  any  extent,  and 
declared  thiit  he  bad  never  intended  to 
say  any  thing  that  could  bear  a  contrary 
interpretation. 

Ttte  Duke  of  Nmfolk  said,  that  one  great 
recomrpendation  of  the  tax  was,  that  ii 
could  not  be  evaded.  When  a  tax  was 
imposed  on  servanu,  persons  might  kw* 
Mly  evade  it  to  a  eertain  degree  by  keep* 
ing  Ml  few  oenpftBls?  bm  Hdk  leeched 
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the  property  of  ihoie  who,  instead  of  liv- 
ing ID  a  style  of  magnificence  suited  to 
their  for  tunes,  and  spending  their  money 
liberally  and  firtuonsly  as  he  contended* 
were  hoarding  it  up  for  the  purpose  of 
entails  for  three  or  four  generations.  A 
part  of  these  hoards  would,  by  this  tax, 
be  got  for  the  service  of  the  State. 

Earl  Sianhope  proposed,  as  an  amend* 
m^nt,  that  schedule  B,  being  that  which 
related  to  the  occupiers  of  land,  or  the 
tenants,  and  tehedule  D,  which  related  to 
manufactures  and  trade,  should  be  left  oat. 
This  he  did^  not  on  account  of  the  tenants 
and  manufacturers,  but  on  account  of  the 
consumers,  who  really  paid  the  tax.  This 
tax,  as  far  as  concerned  the  classes  in  the 
other  three  schedules,  land-owners  like  him- 
self, stock- holders,  and  placemen  and  pen- 
eioners,  be  thought  a  very  proper  tax,  and 
far  preferable  to  the  assessed  taxes  which 
had  been  in  contemplation  to  substitute  in 
lieu  of  it. 

The  amendment  was  negatived,  and 
the  Bill  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
TVitirsdoy,  May  1 1. 

ExcHBQUER  Bills.]  The  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaoa  being 
brought  up,  the  first  Resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

The  Cfumcellar  pf  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  as  to  the  second  Resolution,  which 
respected  Exchequer  bills,  he  should 
snove  that  it  be  re- committed,  in  order  to 
make  an  aher^ion  in  the  form  of  it,  as  it 
appeared  that  the  old  subscribers,  who 
were  allowed  to  subscribe  to  the  amount 
of  80  per  cent,  on  their  former  subscript 
tjons,  had  not  come  forward  with  sub« 
acriptions  enough  to  fill  op  the  whole 
sum  which  it  was  intended  to  raise. 

Mr.  i'ierney  said,  that  in  consequence 
of  the  change  in  the  mind  of  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  in  the  short 
apace  of  two  hours  on  Monday  morning, 
several  persons  had  been  losers  to  a  con- 
aiderable  extenL  The  right  bon.  gentle- 
man had  at  first  sent  a  letter  to  the  city, 
in  which  it  was  said  that  Exchequer  hills 
onl^  would  be  received  in  the  new  sub- 
acriptions;  in  consequence  of  which  Ex- 
chequer bills  rose  7  and  8,  and  even  IQ 
•hillings.  Shortly,  after,  however,  a  new 
letter  was  sent,,  in  which  it  was  said  that 
Exchequer  bills  were  net  at  all  necessary. 
The  consequence  was,  that  Exchequer 
^iik  U\X  m  much  as  tbey  bad   keforo 


risen,  and  the  purchasers  had  thus  ia« 
curred  a  heavy  loss. 

The  ChaSkellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  he  had  been  induced  to  make  tho 
change  in  consequence  of  a  representatioa 
that  the  subscription  wouM  not  be  filled 
op  under  the  former  plan.  The  pur* 
chasers  of  Exchequer  bills  would  not  bt 
losers,  as  the  original  subscribers  would 
still  be  at  liberty,  as  before,  to  set  down 
their  names  to  the  amount  of  80  per  cent* 
on  their  former  subscriptions. 

The  Resolution  was  ordered  to  be  re« 
committed  to-morrow  week. 


Roman  Catholic  Pstitiom.]  Sir 
Hemy  Pamell  said  : — Sir ;  I  bold  in  my 
hand  a  Petition  from  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  Ireland.  The  gentlemeh  who  intrusted 
it  to  my  care  have  informed  me,  that  thm 
Roman  Catholics  are  particularly  anxioua 
that  the  merits  of  their  claims  should  bm 
taken  into  consideration  during  the  pre* 
sent  session.  I  think  it  proper,  therefore^ 
to  give  notice,  that  I  shall  move,  on  thie 
day  fortnight,  that  the  House  do  form 
itself  into  a  committee,  to  take  into  con« 
sideration  the  laws  affecting  the  Romaa 
Catholics.  Prior  to  that  period,  if  th^ 
courtesy  of  the  House  will  allow  me,  | 
shall  submit  certain  Resolutions,  contain* 
ing  the  full  extent  of  the  claims  of  th9 
Catholic  body.  I  do  not  mean  to  intro* 
duce  them  for  the  purpose  of  provoking  % 
premature  discussion ;  but  from  a  desire 
to  put  the  House  in  possession  of  everyr 
thing  relating  to  those  claims.  I  shall 
afterwards  move  the  Resolutions  in  th« 
committee,  if  it  be  conceded.  At  present 
I  shall  merely  move,  ''That  the  Petiiioa^ 
be  now  read.'' 

Mr.  TteriMy.—If  I  understand. the  hon. 
baronet,  he  has  mentioned,  that  claims  ol 
a  definitive  nature  will  be  submitted  to  thu 
House,  in  formal  resolutions,  if  the  com* 
mittee  be  granted.  Now,  I  wish  to  know» 
whether  those  resolutions  speak  the  senso 
of  the  whole  Catholic  body,  or  only  of  a 
part  of  it  ?  And  if  the  latter  be  the  casei^ 
of  what  portion  does  it  speak  the  saaiti* 
ments  ? 

Sir  Betury  Pamell^l  can  answer  tbt 
questions  ot  the  right  boo.  gentleman,  i 
think  satisfactorily.  This  is  the  petition  of 
certain  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland,  whqst 
signatures  are  affixed  thereto,  on  behalf 
of  themselves  and  the  Catholic  l>ody  of 
Ireland.  It  comes  exactly  from  the  same 
description  of  persona  with  whom  the 
other  petiUooH  oa  the  aam^  subjectt 
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which  have  been  discussed  by  the  House, 
originated:  and,  as  hr  as  |Jbat  opinion 
can  be  expressed,  under  the  existing  re- 
straint which  the  law  puts  on  them,  and 
which  prevents  them  from  sending  dele- 
gates to  meetings,  it  does  express  the 
sense  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland. 
With  respect  to  the  extent  of  unanimity 
which  the  sentiments  contained  in  the 
resdlotions  meet  with,  I  can  state,  froim 
communications  I  have  had  on  the  sub- 
ject, that  they  speak  the  correct  and  un- 
equivocal opinion  of  the  mass  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland.  With  re- 
gard to  the  clain)s  of  the  Catholics,  .and 
Ihe  propriety  of  laying  those  claims  be- 
fore the  Hoyse,  in  the  shape  of  Resolu- 
tions, before  the  main  discussion  came  on, 
Ihe  reason  is  this— it  appears  to  be  very 
desirable,  that,  in  entering  on  a  new  dis- 
cussion of  the  Petition  of  the  Catholic 
body,  the  House  should  be  put  in  posses- 
sion—and,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  they 
ought  to  be  put  in  exact  possession— of  all 
that  the  Roman  Catholics  require  from 
the  House.  I  have  it  in-  my  power  to 
state  decidedly  to  the  House,  that  I  shall 
submit  to  them  resolutions,  that  express 
correctly  the  opinion '  of  the  Catholic 
body,  with  respect  to  the  extent  of  their 
claims ;  so  that  if  the  House  accede  to 
what  is  contained  in  those  Resolutions^ 
Ihey  will  give  perfect  satisfaction  to  that 
great  body  of  their  fellow-subjects. 

The  Petition  was  then  brought  up  and 
read ;  settiug  forth, "  That  the  petitioners 
are  excluded  from  the  enjoyment  of  the 
free  constitution  of  these  realtns,  and  are 
subjected  to  the  endurance  of  such  exclu- 
sion not  on  account  of  any  imputed  defi- 
ciency of  disposition  or  of  ability  in  the 
service  of  the  Crown  or  support  of  the 
State,  but  solely  on  account  of  their  con- 
scientious adherence  to  that  religion 
which  was  professed  by  those  princes  and 
patriots  of  Great  Britain  who  originated 
and  matured  her  justly-boasted  constitu- 
tion ;  and  that  the  petitioners  again  im- 
plore the  House  to  grant  to  them  the 
redress  of  the  oppressive  grievances  of 
which  they  so  justly  complain,  and  to 
restore  them  to  the  full  and  unrestricted 
enjoyment  of  the  rank  of  free  subjects  of 
the  empire/'  On  the  motion,  that  the 
Petition  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Sir  J,  C.  HippisUy  observed,  that  he 
should  be  very  ready  to  enter  into  an 
adequate  investigation  of  the  claims  of  so 
considerable  a  body  as  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland,  as  far  a^  could  tend  to  the  fulfil- 


ment of  the  resolution  of  the  House  in  a 
former  session,  that  of  a  conciliatory  ad* 
justment  which  might  be  conducive  to  the 
strength  and  peace  of  the  kingdom,  to  the 
stability  of  the  Protestant  establishment, 
and  to  the  general  satisfaction  and  con* 
cord  of  all  classes  of  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects: but  he  thought  it  incumbent  npoa 
him,  at  the  same  time,  thus  early  to  de« 
clare,  that  he  should  oppose  the  claims^ 
such  as  announced  in  the  petition,  of  un- 
qualified concession. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  hankes  gave  notice  that  he  should 
to*morrow  move  that  the  House  be  called 
over  on  this  day  fortnight,  as  every  one 
must  be  of  opinion  that  on  such  an  impor- 
tant question  as  would  then  come  on,  a 
full  attendance  was  requisite. 

Sir/f.  Parneil  gave  notice,  that  he  should 
on  this  day  week  move  the  resolutions 
pro  forma,  and  that  on  this  day  fortnight 
he 'should  move  that  the  House  should 
resolve  itself  into  a  committee  on  the 
laws  affecting  his  Majesty's  Roman  Ca«« 
iholic  subjects.  : 

Mr.  Bankes  said  he  did  not  hold  himself 
bound  to  give  his  assent  to  the  previous 
stage  which  had  been  given  notice  of 
by  the  hon.  baronet,  as  the  case  was  not 
one  in  which  the  House  was  ignorant  of 
what  it  was  required  (as  the  hon.  baronet 
had  termed  it)  they  should  do.  He  felt 
it  his  duty  to  resist,  on  every  opportunity, 
the  claims  of  the  petitioners,  if  they  in- 
sisted on  them  in  their  full  extent. 

Fkbbmen's  Election  Rights  Bill.] 
Mr.  Lockhan,  according  to  notice,  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  regulate  the 
right  of  freemen  and  burgesses  to  vote  at 
elections  of  members  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment. He  observed  that  the  object  of  the 
measure  which  he  had  to  propose  was  to 
oblige  freemen  to  take  out  their  freedom  a 
certain  short  time  before  they  could  vote. 
Such  a  measure  was  called  for  by  the 
great  number  of  persons  vvho  took  an  op- 
portunity to  become  freemen  of  boroughs 
immediately  before  a  contested  election, 
whereby  the  expense  of  those  contests  was 
increased  to  an  extravagant  amount* 
Whether  the  period  was  three  monthr, 
one  months  or  even  a  fortnight,  it  would 
answer  the  purpose  which  he  had  ia 
view, 

Mr.  Ticmty  said  the  proposed  measure 
being  one  which  would  deprive  persons 
who  had  a  perfect  right  from  ezerciiiflg  il 
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daring  a  certain  time,  was  such  a  partial 
disfranchisement  that  could  not  be  josti- 
fioble  unless  a  strong  case  were  made  out, 

Mr.  jRotse  said  a  few  words  in  favour  of 
the  measure. 

Mr.  Weiherdl  thought  the  Bill  coold 
not  be  rendered  justifiable  by  any  parti- 
cular case  of  inconvenience. 

Sir  M.  W,  Ridley  disapproved  of  the 
measure. 

Mr.  Calcrt^  said,  that  the  Bill  would 
disfranchise  many  of  his  constituents,  and 
otHer  voters,  who  were  sea-faring  men, 
and  therefore  had  often  no  opportunity  to 
take  out  their  freedom  before  the  time  of 
election,  although  on  that  account  there 
could  be  no  reasonable  objection  to  their 
votes. 

Mr.  fVyrm  gave  no  opinion  on  the  roea* 
sure  before  the  House,  but  thought  that 
the  great  source  of  the  expense  and  cri- 
minality at  contested  elections,  arose  from 
the  non*re«ident  voters,  with  respect  to 
whom  some  measure  should  be  adopted. 

Sir  «/.  Newport  thought  some  measure 
was  necessary  to  put  it  out  of  the  power 
of  the  mayor  to  act  partially  with  respect 
to  the  admission  of  freemen.  It  was  now 
in  the  power  of  the  mayor  in  many  places 
to  refuse  to  adroit  a  freeman  at  a  particular 
time,  by  declining  to  call  a  court  for  his 
admission. 

Leave  was  given,  and  the  Bill  bein^ 
brought  in  was  read  a  first  time. 

Trish  Malt  Duties  Bill.]  The  House 
having  resolved  itself  into  a  committee 
on  the  Irish  Malt  Duties  Bill, 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  it  bad  long  been 
the  anxious  wish  of  the  House  to  discou- 
rage the  consumption  of  spirits  in  Ireland, 
and  to  introduce  malt  liquor,  as  a  more 
wholesome  beverage.  This  feeling  was 
founded  in  a  laudable  desire  to  promote 
habits  of  morality  and  industry  amongst 
the  lower  classes  m  that  country.  Now, 
he  feared,  that  the  increased  malt  duty, 
under  this  Bill,  would  have  the  effect  of 
bringing  the  Irish  population  back  to  the 
use  of  spirits.  The  right  hon.  gentleman, 
he  was  aware,  had  laid  an  additional  tax 
on  the  distilleries,  proportioned  to  the 
augmentation  of  the  doty  on  the  brewery ; 
but  this  was  likely  materially  to  encou- 
rage the  practice  of  illicit  distillation. 
'  Mr.  Vesey  Fittgerald  said,  the  difficulties 
'of  the  sitter  country  were  such,  that  it  was 
impossible'  to  adopt  any  measure  that 
would  be  entirely  effectual,  or  to  which 
vome  objection  could  tM  be  vffered.    He 


entirely  concurred  with  the  right  hon* 
baronet  in,  the  desirableness  of  introducing 
malt  liquor,  instead  of  spirits.  But,  from 
the  manners  and  habits  of  a  great  part  of 
the  population  off  that  country-.-.habita 
growing  out  of  their  peculiar  occupation, 
vast  numbers  of  them  being  employed  in 
agriculture,  and  necessarily  scattered  over 
a  large  extent  of  country— it  was  impossi« 
ble  always  to  supply  them  with  malt 
liquor.  To  counteract  the  efTett  of  the 
additional  duty  on  malt,  an  increased 
tax  had  ^  been  laid  t>n  the  distillery. 
This  the  right  hon.  baronet  seemed  to 
think  would  induce  an  extension  of  illicit 
distillation.  The  laws,  however,  to  pre- 
vent that  evil  were.put  in  force  with  tho 
most  unrelaxed  activity.  And  when  it 
was  found  that  government  were  deter- 
mined to  follow  up  those  measures,  which, 
however  severe  in  the  beginning,  were* 
in  the  end,  the  most  merciful,  he  hoped 
the  good  sense  and  honest  feeKng  of  the 
country,  would  operate  to  remove  the 
evil  of  illicit  distillation. 

Mr.  fV,  Smith  denied  the  justice  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  observation,  when 
he  said,  that  it  was  impossible,  because 
the  population  of  Ireland  was  much  scat* 
tered)  to  introduce  malt  liquor  amonffst 
them.  The  very  contrary  of  his  infe- 
rence was  the  fact.  Where  great  num- 
bers of  persons  met  together,  in  cities,  far 
more  spirits  were  consumed,  than  the 
same  number  would  make  use  of,  if  they 
were  scattered  through  the  country. 
One  hundred  thousand  people  spread 
over  the  country,  and  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  would  not  consume  one- 
tenth  part  of  the  spirits,  in  a  given  time, 
that  would  be  drunk  by  the  like  number 
of  persons  in  London  or  Manchester. 

Sir  J.  Newport  pointed  out  the  necessity 
of  establishing  large  breweries  in  those 
districts  where  illicit  distillation  was  known 
to  be  most  prevalent. 

Mr.  fV,  Smith  obsenred,  that  the  ge- 
neral consumption  of  malt  liquor  in  this 
country  did  not  originate  in  the  formation 
of  large  breweries,  but  was  effected  by 
the  small  farmers,  who  brewed  their  own 
beer. 

Mr.  V.  Fitzgerald  sbaH,  the  small  farmeri 
in  Ireland  had  it  not  in  their  power  to 
brew  their  own  beer;  they  were  really 
incapable.  He  was  friendly  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  breweries  in  that  country, 
which  was  proved  by  his  having  pre- 
ferred a  tax  on  malt,  to  a  direct  beer 
doty,  -which  would  be  mora  likely  to  pre- 
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Teot  the  growth  of  breweriei.  Whatever 
measure  Parlianienl  thought  fit  to  adopt, 
to  gire  encottragement  to  the  establish- 
ment of  breweries,  should  receive  his 
support.  « 

The  House  then  resumed,  and  the  Ke» 
port  was  ordered  to  be  received  to- 
morrow. 

LiBBRTY  OF  TiiB  SUBJECT.]  Mr.  Ser- 
jeant Onslow  moved,  "  That  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  inspect  the  Journals  of 
the  House  of  Lord!{,  with  relation  to  any 
proceeding  upon  the  Bill,  intituled,  '  An 

*  Act  for  more   eflectually   securing  the 

*  liberty  of  the  subject ;'  and  to  make  re- 
port  thereof  to  the  House  :''*-and  a  com- 
mitter was  appointed  accordingly. 


HOUBE  OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  May  12. 

CaLL  OF  TBB  House.]  Mr.  Banket 
rose,  in  pursuance  of  noiice,  to  propose 
bis  motion  for  a  call  of  the  House.  He 
had  reason  to  hope,  however^  from  his 
communication  with  the  hon.  baronet  (sir 
H.  P^rnell),  that  he  would  postpone  the 
important  question,  of  which  be  had  given 
notice,  to  Tuesday  the  30ih;  and  he 
should  therefore  move  the  call  of  the 
House  for  that  day,  by  which  time  the 
members  would  be  enabled  to  attend  from 
all  parte  of  the  kingdom.  He  begged  to 
observe,  that  at  that  time  he  should,  as  far 
as  lay  in  his  power,  enforce  the  call. 

Sir  H.  yarnell,  lest  he  should  appear  to 
precipitate  the  question  before  a  sufiicient 
attenaance  could  be  obtained,  consented 
to  postpone  his  motion  on  the  Catholic 
Claims  to  Tuesday  the  30th ;  wishing  to 
be  understood,  that  as  the  session  would 
(ben  be  pretty  far  advanced,  be  should 
absolutely  bring  forward  the  question  on 
that  day. 

The  House  was  accordingly  ordered  to 
ba  called  over  on  Tuesday  the  30th  instant. 

Adjourned  to  Thursday  the  18tb  instant. 


Mita 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thursday t  May  \  8. 

TasATics  wiTA  TUB  Allies.]  The 
House  being  met,  portuant  to  adjourn- 
nent. 

Earl  Grey  wished  to  know  whether  it 
waa  in  the  contemplation  of  his  Majesty's 
Government  to  make  any  communication 
to  the  Hoase  on  the  subject  of  the  Treaty 
of  the  M\k  of  Maicb,  signed  aft  Viaiina, 
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and  the  other  Treaties,  which,  though  in 
substance,  were  not  formally  before  tha 
House. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  he  be- 
lieved he  should  on  Monday  be  able  to 
communicate  those  Treaties  ta  the  House, 
together  with  a  Message  on  the  sama 
subject  from  the  Prince  Regent,  and  he 
should  then  move  that  the  Message  ba 
taken  into  consideration  on  Tuesday. 

j£ar]  Grty  observed,  that  such  a  motion 
would  be  but  a  short  notice  on  such  an 
important  question.  He  knew  it  was  tha 
custom  of  the  House,  when  a  message  was 
delivered  from  the  Crown,  to  come  to  tha 
consideration  of  it  with  as  little  inter- 
vening  delay  as  possible  ;  but  when  thut 
message  referred  to  documents  on  \vhich 
deliberation  was  necessary,  before  the 
House  could  reply  ,to  the  message,  some 
further  time  should  be  allowed.  The 
Treaties,  be  supposed,  would  be  commu- 
nicated in  foim,  which  had  already  been 
laid  in  substance  before  the  House.  He 
wished  to  have  explanation  as  to  two 
points:  The  first  question  to  which  he 
wished  to  receive  an  answer,  was,  whe- 
ther there  was  any  substantial  alteration 
in  the  Treaties  which  were  before  the 
House,  or  whether  they  had  been  ratified 
exactly  in  the  state  in  which  they  had 
been  laid  before  the  House  ?  He  wished 
also  to  know,  not  only  whether  any  alte- 
ration had  been  made  in  the  Treaties,  but 
whether  the  Allies  had  subjoined  to  their 
ratifications,  any  declaration  or  counter- 
declaration  (on  the  subject  of  the  expla* 
natory  declaration  which  had  been  af« 
fixed  to  the  ratification  of  one  of  the 
Treaties,  by  this  Government,)  which 
might  afibrd  some  new  view  of  the  Treaty  } 
If  any  alteration  or  any  such  declaration 
had  been  made,  it  would  be  most  material 
that  further  time  should  be  afTocded  for 
consideration.  There  was  another  question, 
which  the  noble  earl  opposite  could  nov 
answer,  and  which  bad  some  time  since 
been  put  by  a  noble  friend  of  bis-^as  to 
the  overture  supposed  to  have  been  mada 
by  the  present  Government  of  France,  to 
this  country  ?  The  noble  earl  had  on  that 
occasion  answered,  that  soma  communi* 
cation  had  been  made,  but  that  it  had 
bean  sent  to  tha  Allies  at  Vienna ;  and 
that  before  an  answer  was  jeeeived  from 
thence,  no  message  would  be  broaght 
down  to  the  House*  Now,  before  a  ques- 
tion was  decided  which  was  to  determine 
on  the  alternative  of  peace  or  war,  it  waa 
necessary  that  the  Home  sbeuld  kave  bur 
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fore  it  «H  proceediogf*  ta  the  wsy  of  im» 
gociation,  ar  all  attempts  at  oegociation, 
on  either  side,  which  bad  failed.  This 
point  it  was  hardly  necessary  to  enforce ; 
for  when  they  were  to  decide  on  the  pro« 
priety  of  nar,  it  was  obvioos  that  the 
House  should  be  in  possession  of  all  the 
circumstances  by  which  it  might  by  pos- 
aibility  be  averted.  If,  therefore^  there 
was  no  objection  to  the  proiluction  of  tbis 
information,  the  communication  on  A(on« 
day,  with  a  notiei^  for  Tuesday,  would 
hardly  a&rd  time  enough  for  delibera- 
tion. As  he  bad  no  wish  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  the  question,  except  from 
a  desire  to  be  in  possession  of  all  the  cir^ 
cumctancea  on  so  important  a  question,  he 
should  have  no  objection  if  the  commn* 
nication  could  be  made  to-morrow,  with 
the  documents  to  which  he  had  alluded, 
to  come  to  the  discussion  on  Tuesday,  or 
even  on  Monday ;  but  if  that  information 
could  not  be  laid  before  them  till  Mon* 
day,  he  thoaghtaeme  liirther  delay  would 
be  convenient* 

The  Bari  of  Lhofpooi  observed,  that 
t^e  Qsoal  method  was  to  take  into  conai* 
deration  a  Message  from  the  thrown  on 
the  iirst  day  of  boainesa  after  it  was 
brpaght  down*  He  believed,  be  should 
be  able  to  show,  that  no  ground  existed 
for  a  departure  from  the  usual  practice  in 
the  present  instance.  The  ratifications  of 
'two  of  the  Treaties  had  been  received, 
dBly«x«coted;  and  of  the  third  the  ratii* 
cation  was  not  yet  received,  thoagh  no« 
tice  was  received  that  it  had  been  ratified. 
The  ratified  Treaties  were  precisely  the 
same  as  those  which  had  already  been 
laid,  in  substance,  before  the  House.  The 
declaration  also  which  had  been  affixed 
by  ibis  Government  to  one  of  the  Treaties, 
bad  met  with  the  approbation  of  all  the 
^Uies.  As  to  the  communication  from 
the  Governmeat  of  France,  he  bad  men- 
tioned  before,  that  an  overture  had  been 
made,  and  that  it  was  referred  to  tiie  Allies 
at  Vienna;  and  be  had  now  to  state,  that 
no  negociation  would  be  entered  into  on 
that  overtore.  Soch  being  the  state  sif 
the  case  as  to  Acts,  be  tbo^ht  no  delay 
vras  necessary^ 

The  Marqots  of  LoRMioime  obeervad, 
that  Ibe  natareof  tbe«vettvre  from  France 
was  notkivawn  to  <Aie  Hause;  bat  «t  was 
amtcria!  that  ia  «boold  bepMdaced,beib«e 
their  lordships  decided  that  the  Govann* 
mem  bad  acted  properly  in  rejecting  it. 
•  The  Bar!  af  Lherpooi  eaid  he  had  bo 
^iyeoliaa  «d  the  pgpdaeiieia^f  it* 


The  Marqaifl  of  Buckinghmn  said,  it  waa 
necessary  to  know,  not  only  whether  tka 
Allies  had  agreed  to  our  Declaration,  but 
whether  they  had  subjoined  any  proviso 
to  their  own  ratification. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  the 
Allies  had  subjoined  no  proviso. 

Earl  Grey  expressed  a  hope,  that  aa 
there  was  no  objection  A  the  production 
of  the  communication  from  the  French 
Government,  it  would  be  laid  before  Cha 
House; 

The  Earl  of  Lwerpooi  said,  that  overtnra 
might  be  contained  in  a  sheet  of  paper, 
and  might  be  laid  before  the  House  either 
lo*morrow  or  Monday. 

Earl  Grey  said,  the  Treaties  then,  as 
ratified,  are  precisely  the  same  as  those 
which  are  in  s^jMtance  before  the  House  ^ 

The£arlofLtr»y»oo/.  Exactly  the  same. 

Earl  Siankope  said,  that  a  very  material 
piece  of  information  had  not  been  men« 
tinned  by  the  noble  earl,  but  which  it  waa 
necessary  their  lordships  should  have  be* 
fora  them-^the  state  of  the  finances  of 
oar  Allies.  I'hase  finances  were  in  a  moal 
miserable  state,  so  that  in  the  end  ha 
feared  we  ahoald  be  obliged  to  pay  all* 

The  Earl  of  Lherpool  said,  that  lest  ha 
should  have  misled  the  Hoase  by  what  ha 
had  said,  he  should  observe  that  subsidiary 
Treaties  had  been  conciaded,  which  would 
be  laid  before  the  House  at  the  same  time . 
with  she  others. 

Earl  'Simkope.  The  noble  earl  has  given 
no  answer  to  my  question,  but  has  shirked 
it  akogeiher. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

Thursday,  May  1 8. 

FUNSaAL     CEaTIFlCATES      BlLL.}         Sft 

Egerton  Brydgei  moved  for  leave  to  bring; 
in  a  Bill  to  revive  the  use  of  funeral  cer* 
tificates.  He  said  that  funeral  certificates 
caotainad  a  recard  of  the  time  and  place 
of  the  deaths  mid  burial  of  the  nobility 
and  gentry,  and  upper  dames  of  society, 
whic^  were  certified  by  the  executors  or 
administrators  and  soae  near  relaiion  ef 
the  deceased,  together  wkh  their  maiw 
riages  and  issoe,  if  any ;  aftd  were  filed 
and  registered  in  the  College  of  Arma. 
These  had  been  ia  regular  uae  from  156B 
to  1680;  indeed,  oae  existed  in  the  case 
ef  air  Thomas  Braadon,  K.  Q.  as  early  aa 
IMO.  Of  ail  the  records  which  had  ever 
Imea  ased  as  evidence  in  ^cations  af  in^ 
baritanoe  aa  wM  to  property  as  ta  atika 
wibmmt,  liMahadl>a«n  fouaidtha 


S55]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS^         Motion  ttsflecting  Eioious  AuemUies.         [S5@ 


beneficial,  satisfactory,  and  perfect.  The 
abolition  of  inquisiiiones pou  mortem,  which 
ceased  with  feudal  tenures  before  the  Re- 
atoration.  had  been  severely  felt  in  pro<» 
Ting  pedigrees;  and  the  disuse  of  funeral 
certificates  aoon  after,  left  the  main  proof 
of  these  pedigrees  to  depend  on  parish 
registers.  Now,  every  one  must  be  aware 
of  the  many  deflcis  attaching  to  this  last 
species  of  evidence.  The  inconvenience 
of  resort  to  them,  from  their  dispersion  all 
over  the  kinfgdom,  was  not  small.  But  it 
was  a  still  worse  defect  of  these  parish  re* 
giiters,  that  they  were  from  their  nature 
for  the  most  part  deficient  in  that  which 
fixed  the  identity  of  persons ;  an  incop- 
Tenience  of  the  most  serious  sort.  Under 
these  circumstances  he  was  induced  to 
bring  forward  the  preseni  measure.  He 
trusted  that  the  provisions  he  was  about 
to  propose  for  effecting  it,  would  be  found 
simple  and  practicable.  The  machinery 
was  easy  ;  and  nothing  of  an  inquisitorial 
or  objectionable  nature  was  intended.He 
proposed  the  returns  to  be  obtained 
through  the  surrogates  or  other  ecc1esias« 
ttcal  officers,  employed  to  grant  probates 
and  letters  of  administration,  at  the  time 
those  instruments  were  applied  for.  No- 
thing would  be  required  beyond  that, 
which  must  necessarily  in  almost  all  cases^ 
come  within  the  knowledge  of  the  exe-^ 
eotor  or  administrator.  But  he  would  not 
fatigue  the  House  with  the  detail  of  his 
intended  provisions,  which  would  best  be 
teen  in  the  words  of  the  Bill  itself,  if  leave 
was  given  to  bring  it  in.  He  concluded 
with  moving,  "  That  leave  be  given  to 
bring,  in  a  Bill  to  revive  the  use  of  funeral 
certificates,  to  record  the  time  and  place 
of  the  deaths  and  burials  of  testators  and 
intestates.'' 

Leare  was  accordingly  giren. 

PnoPEKTY  or  THE  PooR  £mbbzz&e- 
ISBifT  Bill.}  Mr.  W.  Smith  rose,  pur- 
*  suant  to  notice,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  ge- 
neral certain  provisions  whicb  were  at 
present  to  be  found  in  several  local  acts, 
with  a  view  to  prevent  the  embezzlement 
or  waste  of  any  property  provided  for  the 
poor.  The  first  object  of  his  Bill,  the  bon. 
member  described  to  be,  to  subject  to  a 
certain  penalty,  any  persons  who  should 
knowingly  purchase  any  of  the  property 
alluded  to;  and  the  second  to  prevent 
trustees  or  overseers  of  the  poor  from 
selling  any  articles  for  the  use  of  the  poor, 
"ftom  whicb  tbey  could  derive  profit.  The 


hon.  member  concluded  with  moving, 
"  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
to  prevent  the  waste  or  embezzlement  of 
certain  property  provided  for  the  use  of 
the  poor,  and  lor  other  purposes  relaiing. 
to  places  provided  for  their  reception."*- 
Leave  was  given. 

Prince  Regent's  Outfit.]  Lord 
AUhorpe  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
sttbnxit  a  motion  to  the  House  on  Tuesday 
next,  with  respect  to  the  application 
of  the  sum  of  100,000/.  voted  to  the 
Prince  Regent  for  the  purpose  of  an  out' 
fit,  on  his  Royal  Highness's  becoming 
unrestricted  Regent. 

Lord  Castlercagh  iisiiedf  that  the  ajpplica- 
tion  of  the  sum  alluded  to  had  been  ex- 
plained by  a  communkation  from  autho- 
rity to  the  House. 

Mr.  IVynn  professed  himself  unable  to^ 
imagine  the  nature  of  the  authority  re- 
ferred to  by  the  noble  lord.  Did  ih» 
noble  lord  mean  his  own  statement  in  (Jis 
course  of  a  late  discussion  ? 

Lord  Caitlereagh  replied,  that  the  com- 
munication to  which  he  referred  had  bee» 
made  to  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate, the  expenditure  of  the  Civil 
List,  through  which  committee  that  com- 
munication would  naturally  come  before- 
the  House. 

Mr.  Tiem^  asked  when  this  communi- 
cation was  made  to  the  committee,  for.  he 
had  not  yet  heard  of  it,  although  a  raeni'- 
ber  of  that  committee. 

Lord  Ca9tlereagh  said,  tbat  steps  had 
been  taken  some  days  aga  to  present  it, 
and  he  presumed  tbat  it  had  been  made. 

Lord  AUhorpe  observed,  that  the  motioiv 
of  which  be  had  given  notice  would  not 
refer  to  the  view  which  the  noble  lord 
appeared  to  have  taken  of  the  subject,  but 
to  what  he  (lord  A*)  considered  the  uncon* 
siitutional  mode  of  applying  the  100,000/^ 
contrary  to  the  spirit  anid  letter  of  the  act 
of  parliament  under  which  it  was  granted.^ 

« 

Motion  respecting  Riotous  Assem-^ 
BtiEs.]  General  Thornton  rose,  pursuant 
to  notice,  to  move  for  leave' to  bring  in  a- 
Bill  to  amend  certain  parts  of  the  Act 
commonly  called  the  Riot  Act.  By  that 
Act,  those  persons  who  should  not  disperse> 
within  ai»  boor  after  the  reading  of  the 
Act,  were  to  be  subject  evea  to  the  loss  o£ 
their  lives.  His  object  was,  not  to  requires 
so.long  a  period  as  an  hour  to  elapse,  bu^ 
to  provide  tKai  upon  the  reading  of  th« 
Act^the  mob  sbould  disperse  immediately* 
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He  therefore  wished  to  propose,  that  those 
who  did  not  immediately  disperse,  apon 
the  reading  of  the  Riot  Act,  should  be 
subject  to  punishment  by  fine  and  impri- 
sonment; and  for  the  second  offence  he 
should  propose  transportation.     He  also 
should  wish  to  propose,  that  not  only  con* 
stables,    but  that   every   person  present 
might  be  empowered   to   arrest  persons 
acting  in  breach  of  the  law.    At  present, 
if  serious  injuries,  such  as  palling  a  house 
down,  were  incurred  by  the  violence  of 
the  mob,  indemnity  could   be  obtained 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Riot  Act.    He 
should  propose,  that  for  lesser  injuries, 
such  as  the  breaking  of  windows,  compen- 
sation might  also  be  obtained.    There  was 
another  practice  that  he  felt  very  anxious 
to '  suppress.      He  thought  illuminations 
were  almost  always  productive  of  riot  and 
tumult     He,  therefore^  never  wished  to 
see  an  illumination,  and  thought  that  the 
practice  should  be  stopped.     He  should, 
therefore,    propose   certain  penalties  on 
those  who  illuminated.    The  hon.  general 
concluded  with  moving,  <*  That  leave  be 
given  tp  bring  in  a  Bill  for  more  effec- 
tually preventing  tumults  and  riotous  as- 
semblies, and  for  the  more  speedy  and 
efiectual  punishing  the  rioters." 
■  The  Speaker  then,  as  no  member  rose 
to  speak  on  it,  proceeded  to  put  the  ques- 
tion.    On  his  putting  the  question  in  the 
affirmative,  we  did  not  bear  a  single  aye  i 
but  on  his  potting  the  negative,  there  was 
•  loud  cry  of  No. 

Mr.  YoTke  rose  at  the  same  time,  and 
said,  that  perhaps  it  would  have  been  suf- 
ficient for  him  to  join  his  'no' to  the  general 
negative  that  the  motion  seemed  likely 
to  experience.  He  was  sure  that  the 
principles  which  the  hon.  general  had 
stated  as  the  reasons  for  this  Bill  would 
not  be  supported  by  the  House. 

The  question  was  again  put,  and  the 
motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 

Roman  Catholic  CIucstion.]  Sir 
Henry  Pamell  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to 
submit  certain  Resolutions  to  the  House 
with  respect  to  the  claims  of  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  Ireland.  In  these  Resolu- 
tions it  was  his  object  to  explain  the 
course  of  proceeding  which  he  proposed 
to  pursue,  with  a  view  to  satisfy  the  par- 
ties referred  to,  without  meaning  to  lead 
the  House, into  any  premature  discussion. 
The  House,  he  observed,  was  now  placed 
in  different  circumstances  from  those 
which  existed  upon  any  former  discussion 
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of  this  interesting  question,  inconsequence 
of  the  Resolution  adopted  on  the  motion 
of  the  right  hon.  member  for  Liverpool 
(Mr.  Canning).  For  by  that  Resolution 
it  was  decided,  that  it  was  expedient  to 
repeal  the  penal  laws  affecting  the  Ca-  * 
tholic  body,  and  therefore  the  House  was 
not  again  called  upon  to  vote  on  the  prin* 
ciple  of  the  measure,  but  to  consider  the 
details  necessary  in  order  to  give  effect  to 
that  Resolution.  He  had  been  informed 
by  the  Speaker,  that  as  this  qbestion  re- 
lated to  religion,  it  must  be  considered  in 
a  committee  of  the  whole  House. 

The  Speaker,~^Such    is    the    standing 
order. 

Then  in  this  instance  (resumed  Sir  H. 
Pamell)  be  meant  only  to  bring  forward 
these  Resolutions  in  order  to  have  them 
laid  on  the  table,  as  containing  the  subject 
matter  of  what  he  proposed  subsequently 
to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the 
HoQse.  In  framing  these  Resolutions^  he. 
had  been  aided  by  the  suggestions  of  those 
gentlemen  who  had  waited  opoa  him 
with  the  Catholic  petition  in  Dublin,  and 
to  whom  he  naturally  said  that  it  would 
be  very  desirable  to  know  what  were  the 
views  of  the  petitioners — what  the  exact 
nature  of  the  claims  to  which  they  wished 
Parliament  to  accede. 

Mr.  Yorke  rose  to  order,  and  asked 
whether  the  hon.  baronet  meant  to  con« 
elude  with  any  motion,  because  his  obser- 
vations would  otherwise  be  irregular. 

Sir  Henry  Pamcil  replied,'  that  it  was 
not  bis  intention  to  have  concluded  with 
any  motion ;  but  in  order  to  conform  to 
order,  be  now   meant  to  move  his  first 
Resolution,  after  stating  the  nature  of  the' 
several  Resolutions  which  he  held  in  his 
hand,  and  which  contained  a  precise  de« 
scription  of  what  the  Catholics  of  Ireland 
required  Parliament  to  do  in  their  behalf. 
These  Resolutions,  which  he  me$int  on  a 
future  day  to  submit  to  the  consideration 
of  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  he 
proposed  to  have  printed  ;  and  in  making 
this  proposition,  he  was  governed  by  the 
precedent  established  by  the  House  in  the 
case  of  the  right  honourable  member  for 
Liverpool,  whose  clauses  for  the  security 
of  the  Protestant  Establishment,  as  those 
clauses  were  denominated,  were  ordered 
to   be  printed.    The  hon.  baronet  then 
read  the  following  Resolutions  :— 

Ist.  "  That  it  is  expedient  the  Romaii 

Catholic  inhabitants  of  these  realms  shall 

not  be  liable  or  subject  to  any  laws  for 

the  limitation^  charging,  or  discovering  of 
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their  estates,  real  or  personal,  or  iouching^ 
the  acquiring,  enjoying,  holding,  or  dis- 
posing of  property  of  any  kind  or  nature; 

save  sqch  as  the  Protestant 
inha|»itant8  of  these  realms  are  liable  and 
aubject  to. 

2d.  "  That  it  shall  not  be  neeessary  (in 
order  to  enable  or  to  entitle  any  Roman 
Catholic  inhabitant  of  these  realms  to 
vote  at  any  election  of  a  member  or  mem- 
bers to  serve  in  Parliament,  or  any  other 
election ;  or  to  vote  at  any  election  of  a 
representative  peer  of  Scotkod ;  or  to  be 
enrolled  as  a  freeholder  in  any  shire  or 
Btewartry  of  Scotland ;  or  to  rote  in  any 
proceeding  of  the  court  of  freeholders,  or 
to  be  chosen  preeses  or  clerk  of  such  court ; 
or  to  be  chosen  a  commissioner  or  dele- 
gate for  choosing  burgesses  to  serve  in 
Parliament  for  any  district  of  boroughs  in 
Scotland  ;  or  to  enable  or  entitle  any  peer 
of  Ireland  to  vote  at  any  election  of  a^re* 
presentative  temporal  peer;  or  to  make  or 
sign  any  return  to  the  writ  of  election'  of 
a  temporal. peer,  pursuant  to  an  Act  made 
for  that  purpose  by  the  late  parliament  of 
Ireland,  in  the  40th  year  of  the  reign  of 
his  present  Majesty),  tbat 

any  such  inhabitant  or  peer  shoold|  at  or 
previous  to  the  time  of  his  so  voting  or 
being  so  enrolled  or  chosen,  or  so  making 
or  signing  a  return  to  any  writ  of  election, 
respectively  as  aforesaid,  take  or  subscribe 
the  oaths  of  allegiance,  abjuration,  and 
lupremacy — or  make  or  subscribe  the  de- 
claration against  transubstantiation,  the 
sacrifice  of  the  mass,  and  the  invocation  of 
•aims. 

5rd.  ''That  whereas  doubts  have  been  en- 
tertained whether  the  provisions  of  an  Act 
made  by  the  late  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  in  the  26th  year  of  the  reign  of 
bis  late  Majesty  King  George  the  second, 
intituled  '  An  Act  for  the  better  prevent- 
'  ing  of  Clandestine  Marriages,'  extend 
or  ought  to  extend  to  or  affect  marriagea 
between  Roman  Catholics : 

"  It  is  expedient  that  the  said  Act, 
and  the  provisions  therein  contained,  shall 
be  deemed,  taken  and  construed,  not  to 
extend  or  to  affect  any  marriages  of 
Koman  Caiholics  (where  both  the 'parties 
ahall  be  Roman  Catholic^};  but  that  all 
auch  marriages  of  Roman  Catholics^^being 
duly  solemnized  according  to  the  forms  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  shall  be  ex- 
cepted from  the  operation  of  the  said  Act, 
in  like  manner  aa  marriages  amongst 
persons  professing  the  Jewish  religion, 
and  marriage»  amongst  the  people  called 
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Quakers,  are  by  the  said  Act  excepted 
from  the  operation  thereof. , 

4%b.  "  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful 
to  and  for  any  person  or  persons  whom- 
soever, to  give,^  grant,  transfer,  o>  convey 
to  any  person  or  persons  (and  for  suoh 
person  or  persons  to  take,  receive,  and 
bold), any  lands,  tenements, hereditaments, 
good*,  money,  or  other  property,  for  the 
maintenance,  support,  or  benefit  of  anv 
Roman  Catholic  chapel,  or  house  ot 
worship,  priest,  or  minister  of  worships 
school,  hospital,  or  other  pious  or  charita- 
ble foundation  or  establishment,  of  suck 
or  the  like  nature,  in  the  like 

manner,  and  to  the  same  extent  as  bi^ 
Majesty's  Protestant  Dissenting  subjects 
are  now  enabled  and  authorized  by  law  to 
make  and  execute  gifts,  grants,  and  con- 
veyances, aa  aiforesaid,  for  the  main- 
tenance, support,  or  benefit  of  any  Pro- 
testant Dissenting  chapel,  or  house  ol 
worship,  minister  of  worship,  school,  hos- 
pital, or  other  pious  or  charitable  founda- 
tion or  establishment  of  such  or  the  like 
nature* 

5th.  "  That,  if  any  person  oT  persons 
shall  maliciously  disturb  any  congrega- 
tion or  meeting  of  persons  assembled  in 
any  Roman  Catholic  chapel,  or  other 
place,  for  the  purpose  of  religious  worship, 
according  to  the  forms  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion;  or  shall 

maliciously  prevent,  hinder,  or  disturt> 
such  religioBs  worship ;  or 

shall  assault  or  menace  any  Roman  Ca- 
tholic clergyman,  in  sech  chapel  or  place, 
whilst  officiating,  or  about  to  officiate 
therein  (  it  is  expedient  that 

every  such  person  so  offending  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  for  every  such  olience,  a 
sum  of  twenty  pounds  sterling,  British 
currency. 

6th.  <'  That  whereas  by  an  Act  made 
by  the  late  Parliament  of  Ireland,  in  the 
sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  her  late  Majesty 
Queen  Anne,  and  by  another  Act  made 
by  the  said  Parliament,  in  the  23d  year  of 
the  reign  of  his  late  majesty  King  George 
the  second,  any  Roman  Catholic  priest^ 
solemnizing  marriage  between  any  two 
persons  (being  Protestants,  or  either  of 
them  being  a  Protestant,)  is  rendered 
subject  to  certain  punishments  mentioned 
in  ^e  said  Acts  reflectively ; 

It  is  expedient,  that  the  said 
provisions  of  the  said  Acu  be  repealed  so 
far  as  the  same  relate  to  such  punishments 
as  aforesaid;  and  that  any  Roman  Catholic 
clergy  man#  who  &haU  hereafter  solemnize 
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marriage  between  two  Proteatantt,  or  be- 
tween  any  Protestant  or  Roman  Catholic 
(sttc^  ProteflUnt  and  Roman  Catholic  not 
hating  been  previoosly  married  by  a 
Protestant  clergyman,  and  the  said  Reman 
Catholic  clergyman  knowing  toch  party' 
to  be  a  Protestant),  shall  forfeit  a  ram  of 
100/.  to  his  Miyesty  for  the  same,  on  con- 
Ttctton  thereof. 

7th.  *'  That  if  any  officer,  or  person 
holding  any  military  or  nayal  office,  or 
•ituation,  nnder  his  Majesty,  his  heirs,  or 
aoccesaors,  shall  by  punishment,  force, 
menaces,  or  otherwise,  compel,  or  en- 
deavour to  compel  any  Roman  Catholic 
aoldier,  sailor  or  marine,  to  assist  or  be 
4>resent  at  the  celebracion  of  ditine  wor- 
ship, according  to  any  other  form  than 
the  form  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religiiw, 

it  is  expedient  such  officer 
or  person,  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  for  every  such  oflence  a  sum  of  one 
liundred  pounds  sterling  of  British  cnr- 
•rency. 

6th.  »  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawfd 
io  and  for  the  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants 
4>f  these  realms,  to  sit  and' 

vote  in  either  House  of  Parliament ; 

and  to  hold,  exercise,  and  enjoy 
air  civil,  judicial,  and  military  and  naval 
offices,  and  places  of  trust  or  profit,  under 
his  Msjesty,  his  heirs,  and  successors, 
within  these  realms,  and  the  dominiona, 
dependencies,  and  colonies  thereunto  be- 
4onging«  and  to  take  and  receive  any  de- 
grees of  medicine,  law,  or  arts,  in  any  of 
the  univerailies  of  Great  Britain  or  Ire- 
land,'and  tq  be  students,  exhibitioners, 
.scholars,  professors,  and  lay*fellows  for 
any  of  the  said  universities  or  colleges 
belonging  thereto;  and  to 

hold,  exercise,  and  enjoy  the  offices  of 
mayor,  sovereign,  bailiff,  alderman,  trea- 
eurer,  sherifi^  town -clerk,  councilman, 
master  or  warden,  of  any  guild  or  frater- 
Jiity  ;  and  all  such  offices  (by  whatever 
name  the  same  may  be  called),  in  any 
xity  or  town  within  these  realms; 

and  also  the  offices  of 
governors,  deputy  governors,  and  directors 
lof  the  banks  of  £iigland  and  Ireland  re- 
.epectively,  and  all  other  offices  therein ; 
and  also  to  be  members  of  any 
4Kber  lay  body  corporate,  and  to  enjoy 
the  freedom,  franchises,  and  immunities 
thereof;  and  to  hold,  exercise,  and  enjoy 
any  offiee  or  place  of  trust  therein, 

any  statute,  charter,  bye*law, 
or  usage  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any 
~''"         ''"        ling,  opon 


taking  and  subscribing  the  oath  and  de« 
claration  following  t  (instead  of  the  oaths 
of  allegiance,  abjuration,  and  supremacy^ 
and  instead  of  making  and  subscribing  the 
declaration  against  transubstantiation,  the 
sacrifice  of  tne  mass,  and  the  invooatioR 
of  saints,  now  by  law  re<|niredy  and  instead 
of  taking  the  sacrament,  according  to  the 
forms  of  the  Protestant  religion) ; 
that  is  to  say,  upon  taking  and 

subscribing  the  following  Oath  and  Decla« 
ration : 

"  I,  A.  fi.  do  hereby  declare  that  I 
profess  the  Roman  Catholic  religion. 

*'  1,  A,  B,  do  sincerely  promise'  and 
swear,  that  I  will  be  faithful  and  bear 
true  allegiance  to  his  Majesty  King  George 
3,  and  him  will  defend  to  the  utmost  of 
my  power,  against  all  conspiracies  and 
atiempu  whatever  that  shall  be  made 
against  his  person,  crown  or  dignity  :  and 
i  will  do  my  utmost  to  disclose  and  make 
known  to  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, all  treasons  and  traitorous  conspi* 
racies  which  may  be  formed  against  hini' 
or  them. 

•^  And  I  do  promise  to  maintain,  defend, 
and  support,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power, 
the  succession  to  the  cr6wn  (whicb  sue* 
cession  by  law  new  stands  limited  to  the 
princess  Sophia,  electreu  and  ducbeaa 
dowager  of  Hanover,  deceased,  and  the 
heirs  of  her  body,  being  Protestants). 

*'  Hereby  utterly  renouncing  and  ab- 
juring any  obedience  or  allegiance  unto 
any  other  person,  claiming,  or  pretending 
a  right  to  the  crown  of  these  realms. 

''  And  I  do  not  believe,  that  any  foreign 
prince,  prelate,  state,  or  potentate,  hath  oc 
ought  to  have,  any  temporal  or  civil  juris* 
diction,  power,  superiority,  or  pre-emi« 
nenee,  within  these  realms. 
.  ''  And  I  do  declare,  that  I  swear  tbie 
oath,  and  every  part  thereof*  in  the  plaia 
and  ordinary  sense  of  the  words  of  thia 
oath.    So  help  me  God.'' 

The  hon.  baronet  then  proceeded  to 
observe,  that  the  House  was  now  in  p6s« 
session  of  a  statement  of  all  that  was  re- 
quired to  be  granted ;  and  he  trusted  that 
when  these  Resolutions  should  be  exa» 
mined,  they  would  be  f(»und  to  contaim 
nothing. more  than  what  was  fair  and 
equitable  in  regard  to  the  Catholic  subjecte 
of  the  realm.  He  should  therefore  move 
*f  That  these  Resolutions  be  brought  up.*' 

The  Speaker  apprehended  that  the  ^on. 
member  had  not  distinctly  made  himself 
understood  as  to  what  was  the  nature  and 
object  of  his  motion* 
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Sir  IL  Parndl  said,  he  wished  to  move 
that  these  Resolaiions  be  brought  up. 

The  Speaker  replied*  that  the  hon. 
member  had  described  a  certain  paper 
which  he  held  in  his  hand  to  be  a  series 
of  Resolutions  come  to  by  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland^  and  he  understood  him  to  in- 
tend to  move  that  the  paper  so  described 
be  brought  up. 

Sir  H.  Parnell  rejoined*  that  he  should 
move  the  first  Resolution,  finding  that  to 
be  a  more  proper  course,  than  taking  them 
generalI3^ 

The  Speaker.  The  hon.  member  now 
makes  another  motion.  Wiiich,  therefore, 
is  the  motion  that  he  intends  to  propose  ? 
I  understood  him  to  intend  to  move  two 
different  things;  first,  that  the  Resolutions 
should  be  brought  up;  and  afterwards, 
that  the  House  should  agree  to  the  first 
Resolution. 

Sir  if.  Parriell  answered,  that  under- 
standing the  House  would  not  agree  to  his 
first  motion,  he  had  changed  i^ 

The  Speaker.  Then  the  hon.  member  of- 
fers to  the  House  the  first  of  these  Resolu- 
.  (ions  for  their  assent.  The  question  then  is : 
.  '*  That  it  is  expedient  that  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic inhabitants  of  these  realms  shall  not 
be  liable  or  subject  to  any  jaws  for  the 
limitation,    charging,  or    discovering  of 
iheir  estates,  real  or  personal,  or  touching 
the  acquiring,  enjoying,  holding,  or  dis- 
.  posing  of  property  of  any  If  ind  or  nature, 

sate  such  as  the  Protestant 
inhabitants  of  these  realms  are  liable  and 
subject  to." 

Mr.  Peter  Moore  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Bankes,  observing  thai  he  should 
abstain  at  present  from  entering  at  large 
into  the  merits  of  the  Catholic  question, 
suggested  for  the  consideration  of  the  hon. 
baronet,  that  he  was  proceeding  disadvan- 
tageously  for  his  own  object;  because  he 
himself,  for  instance,  if  called  upon  to 
vote  upon  this  Resolution,  as  it  appeared 
to  be  one  of  a  string  of  resolutions,  should 
feel  it  his  duty  to  vote  against  it ;  and 
thus  if  the  motion  were  rejected,  the  hon. 
baronet  was  liable  to  be  deprived  of  the 
head  and  front  of  the  object  which  he  de- 
sired to  attain.  The  clauses  alluded  toby 
the  hon.  baronet  were,  he  was  aware, 
ordered  to  be  printed ;  but  that  order  was 
made  through  a  sort  of  private  consent 
and  convention  between  gentlemen  on 
both  sides  of  the  question,  to  which  con- 
vention he  arid  otl^ers  felt  it  inconsistent 
to  accede  wiih  respect  to  the  present  re- 
solaiioo5|  and  of  that  the  hon,  barpnet 
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had  had' due  notice.  On  these  grounds 
he  thought  it  WQuld  be  more  advisable  on 
the  part  of  the  hon.  baronet  not  to  per- 
severe in  his  motion,  which  was  the  less 
necessary  now  that  the  hon.  baronet  had 
had  an  opportunity  of  fully  apprising  the 
House  of  the  nature  of  his  propositions. 

Mr.  Yorke  seconded  the  views  of  the 
last  speaker,  declaring  that  he  would  be 
better  pleased  if  the  hon.  baronet  would 
consent  to  withdraw  his  motion.  But  be 
must  add,  that  the  hon.  baronet's  mode  of 
proceeding  appeared  to  him  to  be  alto- 
gether novel  and  irregular— »quite  in  op- 
position indeed  to  the  standing  order  of 
the  House,  with  regard  to  any  question 
upon  the  subject  of  religion.  If  it  were, 
as  it  appeared,  the  only  object  of  the  hon. 
baronet  to  get  bis  Resolutions  published, 
there  were  various  means  by  which  he 
might  have  contrived  to  give  them  pub* 
licity,  without  this  mode  of  taking  the 
House  by  surprise.  As  the  notice  of  a 
motion  upon  this  subject  stood  for  Tues- 
day se'nnight,  he  should  not  at  present 
enter  into  the  general  question ;  against 
the  object  of  which,  however,  he  felt  no 
hesitation  in  protesting  at  the  present 
time.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  con- 
cluded with  observing,  that  he  could  not 
help  expressing  his  regret  that  this  sub* 
ject  bad  been  taken  out  of  the  hands  by 
which  it  was  usually  conducted,  because* 
if  it  had  remained  in  those  hands,  it  was 
not  likely  that  the  House  would  have 
been  exposed  to  such  inconvenience  and 
irregularity  as  the  present  mode  of  pro* 
ceeding  involved.  ^ 

Mr.  Peter  Moore  declared  that  his  sup- 
port to  the  motion  arose  from  the  fact, 
that  certain  Resolutions,  explanatory  of 
the  redress  which  the  petitioners  sought, 
were  identified  with  it.  This  would  en- 
able them  the  better  to  judge,  how  far 
they  would  go,  and  where  they  would 
stop«  He  could  see  no  irregularity  in 
receiving  resolutions  of  this  kind,  and 
having  them  printed  pro /onna:  nor  could 
he  see  how  such  a  procedure  could  anti- 
cipate the  general  discussion. 
-  Sir  S,  ParneU  willingly  acquiesced  in 
the  suggestion  of  the  hon.  member  (Mr. 
Bankes),  and  withdrew  his  motion,  as  the 
only  object  he  had  in  view  was  accom- 
plished, namely,  that  of  explaining  to  the 
House  the  objects  necessary  to  satisfy  the 
wishes  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Peel  observed  that  the  precedent 
alluded  to  had  no  analogy  to  the  case  of 
the  hon.  baronet,  fgr  the  hon.  baronev 
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although  deputed  to  act  for  a  certain 
class  of  his  Majesty's  nubjects,  was  but  an 
individual  member  of  that  House,  whereas 
4he  riglit  bon.  member  for  Liverpool  was 
deputed  to  act  by  the  Hoo^e  itself,  being 
one  of  a  committee  appointed  to  draw 
up  a  Bill,  of  which,  according  to  the  re- 
solutions of  the  House,  some  provision  for 
4he  security  of  the  Protestant  establish- 
ment must  necessarily  form  a  part.  There- 
fore that  right  hon.  member  was  acting 
in  an  official  capacity  in  bringing  forward 
the'  clauses  which  the  House  agreed  to 
have  printed. 

Sir  H.  ParneU  conceived,  that  it  was  not 
necessary  for  him  to  prove  an  exact 
analogy  in  order  to  justify  bis  reference 
•to  the  precedent  alluded  to. 

The  motion  was  then  withdrawn. 

MiLTTiA  Embodying  Bill.}     Lord  CaS' 
iUreagh  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  in  order 
to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
authorize  the  drawing  out  and  embod3Mng 
of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  regular 
Militia.     On   the  assurances  which   the 
House  had  already  given  of  a  disposition 
to    support    the  executive   authority    in 
making  adequate  preparations  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  country  in  the  present  emer* 
gency,  he  grounded  this  proposition ;  and 
in  the  course  of  the  discussion  of  the  Bill 
further  opportunity  would  be  afforded  for 
-the  consideration  of  the  nature  of  that 
emergency,  together  with  the  general  cir- 
cumstances   in    which    the  empire    was 
placed.     At  present  he  did  not  think  it 
necessary    to   enter   into    these   circum- 
stances ;  and  the  more  so,  as  he  hoped  to 
be  enabled  on  Monday  to  bring  down  a 
Message  from  the   Prince  Regent,  with 
regard   to  the  arrangements  which   had 
been  entered  into  with  our  Allies,  toge- 
ther with  copies  of  the  subsidiary  treaties 
which  had  been  concluded.     That  Mes-. 
sage  he  should  propose  to  be  considered 
on  Tuesday,  and  on  Wednesday  it  was 
intended  to  submit  a  motion  in  conformity 
%vith    the    subsidiary  treaties.      He  was 
therefore  confident,  that  under  the  exist- 
ing state  of  things,  the  House  would  not 
hesitate  in  enabling  him  to  bring  in  the 
Bill.     As  stich  a  measure    always  had 
effect  when  the  country  was  menaced,  the 
^ery  circumstance  of  the  probability  of  a 
war  with  France  was  sufficient  to  autho- 
4^ize  it ;  at  any  rate,  it  required  no  stretch 
of  construction  to  sanction  the  Bill,  for 
4he  very  nature  of  the  preparations  which 
^^-was  4he  duty  of  the  country  to  make. 


and  the  necessity  of  sending  so  great' a 
proportion  of  our  regular  force  to  the 
Continent,  rendered  it  fit  that  the  internal 
security  of  the'  country  should  be  pro* 
▼ided  for.  There  weVe  various  reasons  of 
policy  also,  which  must  induce  the  House 
to  lose  no  time  in  passing  the  Bill,  as 
there  was  a  great  portion  of  the  militia 
whose  term  of  enlistment  would  soon  ex- 
pire. He  wished  to  apprise  the  House^ 
that  a  regulation  had  been  made  by  'Go- 
vernment, which  had  given  entire  satis- 
faction to  the  men,  by  providing  for  their 
discharge  within  four  months  from  tb^ 
Ist  of  May.  It  was  not  intended,  by  this 
measure,  to  violate  the  good  faith  of  the 
Government  towards  the  men  in  the 
smallest  degree.  There  were,  however, 
certainly  very  considerable  motives  for 
avoiding  delay.  He  was  not  aware  that 
it  was  necessary  to  go  into  any  farther 
particulars  at  present,  as  the  state  of  war- 
like preparation  in  which  we  are  placed 
had  been  recognized  by  Parliament;*  but 
it  would  be  admitted  that  it  would  not  be 
proper  for  the  House  to  separate  for  the 
summer,  without  providing  a  measure  to 
preserve  the  internal  seturity  of  the  coun- 
try. The  noble  lord  then  moved,  '*  That 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  autho- 
rize, under  present  circumstances,  the 
drawing  out  and  embodying  of  the  British 
and  Irish  Militia,  or  any  part  thereof.'' 

Lord  Milion  thought,  that  by  the  pre- 
sent regulations,  ijf  the  five  years  for 
which  the  militia-raen  were  enlisted  had 
expired  during  the  war,  they  would  not 
be  entitled  to  their  discharge. 

Lord  Castiereagh  replied,  that  the  con- 
tract was  difierent  with  the  balloted  men, 
and  many  that  had  been  raised  as  substi- 
tutes. 

Viscount  Folkestone  could  not  omit  tha 
opportunity  of  just  noticing  to  the  Housa 
how  completely  the  opinions  of  the  crown 
lawyers  respecting  the  embodying  of  the 
militia  were  overthrown  by  the  motion  of 
the  noble  lord.  This  Attorney  and  Soli- 
citor General  had  stated,  that  the  militia 
being  once  called  out,  it  was  optional  in 
the  Crown  to  keep  them  embodied  ;  and 
they  had  expressly  argued,  that  any  por- 
tion of  the  militia  being  embodied,  the 
Crown  might  call  out  the  whole  of  them 
again,  without  giving  notice  to  Parlia- 
ment. According  to  this  doctrine,  there- 
fore, the  bill  which  the  noble  lord  pro- 
posed to  bring  in  was  totally  unnecessary ; 
but  he  believed,  that  the  noble  lord  at- 
tached very  little  weight  to  tho$e  opinionsi 
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or  be  would  not  have  consented  to  bring 
in  the  Bill.  He  condemned  the  apparent 
intention,  as  he  understood  the  speech  6f 
the  noble  lord,  of  continuing  those  prac- 
tices with  respect  to  'the  militia,  which 
tended  directly  to  overthrow  that  wise 
and  ancient  system  npon  which  it  had 
hitherto  been  conducted  ;  he  alluded  to 
ihe  innotation  of  allowing  militia«men  to 
be  drafted  into  the  regulars,  upon  every 
temporary  difficulty  in  which  the  country 
might  happen  to  be  placed. 

Lord  Castlereagk  said,  that  the  raason 
^hy  the  Bill  was  necessary  was,  because 
a  great  part  of  ihe  militia  bad  been  dis- 
embodied. And  whatever  opinion  might 
be  entertained  of  the  prerogative  possessed 
by  the  Crown  to  continue  the  militia, 
Mrben  once  called  out,  it  was  never  under- 
stood that  the  Crown  had  the.  power,  in 
case  of  war>  to  call  out  the  disembodied 
militia  by  its  own  authority • 

Viscount  Folkestone  replied,  that  the 
144th  clause  of  the  Act  had  been  cited  as 
authorizing  the  ^  Grown  to  call  out  the 
militia,  and  keep  it  embodied. 

The  Attorney  General  would  leave-  the 
noble  lord  to  enjoy  his  imaginary  triumph, 
and  wouM  only  say,  that  the  motion  made 
hy  the  noble  Secretary  of  State,  to  call  out 
the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  militia  in  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  country,  by 
no  meant  implied  that  the  opinion  of  the 
law  officers  was  unsound— the  opinion 
given  was,  that  when  the  militia  were 
legally  called  out,  his  Majesty  might  dis- 
embody or  embody  them  as  the  public 
aervice  required.  A  new  state  of  things 
like  the  present  might,  however,  justify  a 
different  course. 

Mr.  Tiemey  begged  to  ask  the  noble 
lord,  whether  any,  and  what  answer  had 
been  returned  to  the  communication  which 
Ihe  French  Government  had  made  to  this 
country,  and  which  was  afterwards  trans- 
mitted to  the  Congress  at  Vienna?  Did 
ihe  noble  lord  intend  to  give  any  infor* 
ination  to  the  House  on  that  subject  on 
Monday  next  ? 

Lord  Cdsikreagh  replied,  that  the  com- 
munication which  he  intended  to  make 
on  Monday  would  embrace  the  point 
to  which  the  right  hon*  gentleman  had 
alluded. 

Dublin  Habbour.]  The  House  having 
resolved  itself  into  a  committee,  to  consi- 
der of  making  provision  for  the  improve- 
ment of  Dublin  Harbour, 

Mr.  Fory  Pittgeraid  said,  that  the  iieces^ 
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•ity  of  improving  the  barbovr  of  Dublin 
was  so  strongly  felt  by  the  merchants  and 
ship-owners  of  that  city,  that  they  most 
cheerfully  concurred  in  the  proposition 
which  he  was  about  to  make  for  levying 
certain  duties  upon  vessels  entering  that 
port  f  and  their  sentiments  would  now 
have  been  before  the  House  in  the  shape 
of  a  petition,  if  unfortunately  the  time  had 
not  elapsed  when  it  could  be  presented. 
He  woiild  not  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  in  enforcing  the  necessity  of  making 
the  proposed  improvement  in  that  bar* 
hour,  because  it  must  be  obvious  to  the 
gentlemen  opposite  to  him,  and,  indeed^ 
to  every  person  acquainted  with  that  port. 
In  order  to  defray  the  expense  of  thia 
work,  be  should  propose  a  doty  of  6iL  a 
ton  upon  every*  foreign  Tessel,  4d.  a  ton 
upon  fivery  British  vessel,  and  2d.  a  ton 
upon  all  coasting  and  coal  vessels  entering 
that  port.  And^as  the  proposed  alteratioa 
would  contribute  greatly  to  the  safety  and 
accommodation  of  persons  arriving  there 
in  the  packets,  he  should  propose,  that 
each  cabin  passenger  should  pay  2s.  6d.^ 
and  that  the  same  sum  should  be  paid  for 
each  horse  and  carriage  brought  by  the 
packet.  In  addition  to  these,  he  should 
propose  a  duty  upon  invoices,  outvoicea. 
cocketp,  &c.  making  altogether  about 
13,000/.  a  year.  The  sum  necessary  for 
the  completion  of  this  work  was  to  be  ad^ 
vanced  by  the  Exchequer ;  and  the  sum  to 
be  raised  by  these  duties,  was  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  the  interest  and 
principal  of  the  sum  so  advanced.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  concluded  with 
moving  the  Resolutions, 

Mr.  iSAaw,  of  Dublin,  expressed  his  de» 
cided  approbation  of  the  measure. 

Sir  if.  Pamdl  also  spoke  in  favour 
of  it. 

Alderman  Aikins  said,  he  was  very 
much  averse  to  any  tax  upon  shipping. 
He  thought  it  would  be  better,  if  the 
whole  expense  was  paid  out  of  the  public 
purse.  He  added,  that  if  these  duties 
were  imposed,  the  ship-owners  would  be 
obliged  to  raise  the  price  of  their  freight* 

Mr.  Wellesley  Pole  expressed  his  sur- 
prise tk%  the  objection  of  the  hon.  alderman. 
Every  seaman  knew  how  dangerous  the 
bay  of  Dublin  was ;  and  he  was  convinced 
that  there  was  not  a  ship-owner,  whoae 
vessels  entered  the  bay  of  Dublin,  who 
would  not  cheerfully  pay  the  duty^to  have 
the  harbour  improved. 

Mr.  Peek  said,  the  worthy  alderman'a 
argumeat  aasverad  itieifj  be  firit  ob; 
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jecicd  to  my  Xtx  upon  shipping ;  and  in 
the  lame  breath  said,  that  the  sbip*owners 
would  not  pay  it  themseW et»  but  lay  it 
upon  the  freight*  so  that,  in  fact»  the  citi* 
sens  of  Dublin  would  really  bear  the  ex- 
pense. He  then  stated  the  great  number 
of  vessels  lost  in  the  bay  of  DuWio,  and 
particularly  two  transports  in  IB07,  when 
between  7  and  800  soldiers  were  lost  to 
the  country.  * 

General  Gtfjcoyw  did  not  obJSect  gene« 
rally  to  the  neature  ;  hot  as  it  must  aftct 
the  interests  of  his  constituents*  he  hoped 
the  righi-hon.  gentleman  would  not  press 
it,  but  give  time  to  the  merchants  of 
Liverpool  to  consider  of  the  proposed  du- 
ties, and  to  state  their  sentime|^  upon 
the  subject. 

The  Resolution  wu  agreed  to,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  receivecl  to- 
aaofrow. 
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Friday^  M^  1 0. 

Triatibs  with  tbb  Alues-— OvBa- 
TtiRE  raoM  FaANCB.]  Earl  Grey  said, 
that  as  no  objection  had  been  made  to  the 

grodoction  of  the  overture  which  had 
een  made  by  the  present  Government  of 
France  to  this  country,  he  wished  to  know 
whether  it  would  be  laid  before  the  House, 
and  on  what  day  } 

The  Earl  of  lAoerpeol  said,  it  would  be 
laid  before  the  House  on  Monday.  He 
ahould  at  the  same  time  observe,  that  he 
believed  it  was  nearly  word  for  word  the 
same  as  that  which  had  been  printed  in 
the  French  papers  as  a  circular  overture 
lo  the  difierent  Fowera  of  Europe. 

Earl  Crr«y  said,  that  he  remembered 
having  seen  such  a  document  in  the  public 
papers,  thoogh  he  did  not  exactly  recol* 
lect  its  substance,  but  it  was  certainly  ne* 
cessary  that  the  House  should  have  it  in 
an  authentic  shape  before  it ;  and  also  that 
more  time  should  he  aiForded  the  House 
for  the  consideration  of  it  than  was  now 
proposed  to  be  given.  Neither  would  any 
time  be  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  decide 
on  the  question  which  was  to  be  submitted 
to  them,  in  the  present  very  defective 
state  of  their  information.  Not  only  was 
this  country  engaged  to  the  several 
Treaties  of  which,  in  substance,  they 
were  in  possession,  but  in  the  Treaty 
of  the  95th  of  March,  there  was  an  article 
by  which  the  Allies  agreed  to  maintain 
the  arrangements  which  should  have  been 
f igoed  and  contracted  at  the  Congress  of 
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Vietfna :  now,  before  the  House  decided 
that  it  was  expedient  to  support  those  en- 
gagements hy  a  war,  and  by  subsidies  to 
our  Allies,  it  was  sureljl  necessary  that 
their  loVdships  should  be  informed  of  the 
nature  of  them.  Of  those  engagements, 
however,  they  were  at  that  time  entirely 
ignorant,  excepting  only  those  which  had 
,  been  made  as  to  Genoa.  But  as  to  the 
partition  of  Saxony,  which,  if  it  possibly 
c<^ld  be  made  more  important,  was  ren* 
dered  n^re  important  by  the  circum- 
stances of  the  present  time,  no  informa- 
tion whatever  was  before  the  House,  nor 
as  to  any  of  the  other  arrangements  which 
had  been  made  at  the  Congress,  although 
the  House  waa  to  be  called  on  to  say  that 
it  waa  just  and  expedient  that  the  country 
should  undertake  a  war;  one  of  the  foun* 
dations  of  which  was' to  be  the  mainte- 
nance of  those  arrangements.  There  was 
another  article  in  the  Treaty  of  the  25th 
of  March,  which  stipulated,  that  it  should 
be  proposed  to  the  King  of  France,  now 
at  Ghent,  to  accede  to  that  Treaty,  and  to 
state  what  degree  of  assistance  he  should 
be  able  to  render  to  the  common  cause  of 
the  alliance.  Now,  it  was  proper  that  the 
House  should  be  in  possession,  not  only 
of  the  invitation  which  had  been  made  to- 
Louis  ]  8,  but  also  of  his  answer,  and  the 
extent  of  means  which  he  possessed  of  co- 
operating with  the  Allies.  The  propriety 
of  our  entering  into  an  alliance  with 
Louis  18,  it  was  not  then  the  time  to  dis- 
cuss ;  but  that  the  House  should  be  in  pois* 
session  of  the  state  of  our  engagements 
with  that  n)onarch  there  could  be  no 
doubt.  There  was  another  point,  on  which, 
though  not  connected  with  the  Treaties,  he 
wished  to  receive  some  explanation.  A 
declaration  had  been  published,  porport- 
hig  to  be  the  proclamation  of  the  duke  of 
Wellington,  which  he  had  no  doubt  would 
be  found  to  be  a  forgery  emanating  froai 
some  person  or  other,  as  it  was  totally  in«> 
consistent  with  the  declaration  attached 
to  the  Treaty  of  the  25th  of  March.  He 
however  wished  that  the  noble  earl  oppo» 
site  would  state  that  it  was  a  forger^y,  and 
also  whether  he  was  possessed  of  any  in* 
formation  as  to  the  person  from  whom  that 
ibrgery  issued. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  had  not  the  least 
hesitation  in  assuring  the  noble  earl,  that 
he  had  never  seen  nor  heard  of  that  pro^ 
clamation  before  he  had  observed  it  in  an 
evening  paper,  in  which  it  was  copied 
from  a  French  paper  of  the  ISth.  He 
could  alto  say,  that  it  was  highly  im^ro^ 
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bable  that  any  proclamation  sboald  bate 
been  issaed  by  the  doloe  of  Wellington  in 
the  present  state  of  things.  As  to  the 
soarce  from  vnhich  that  proclamation 
could  hare  originated,  it  was  of  course 
impossible  that  he  could  speak,  as  he  knew 
of  the  existence  of  it,  as  be  had*  before 
said^  only  from  the  public  prints.  *  As  to 
the  other  points  which  had  been  mentioned 
by.  the  noble  earl,  ^  did  not  wish  then  to 
enter  into  any  discussion  of  them;  but  be 
coald  state  that  the  communication  from 
the  Government  of  France  having  been 
referred  to  the  Allies  at  Vienna,  it  was 
decided  that  no  negociation  should  be  en- 
tered jnto  upon  it.  Such  was  the  fact, 
and  be  did  not  conceive  that  any  further 
infotmation  couid  be  given.  On  theother 
point  mentioned  by  the  noble  earl,  vis.  the 
accession  of  the  King  of  France  to  the 
Treaty  of  Alliance,  the  accession  of  the 
King  of  France  had  certainly  not  been 
received  in  this  country,  though  the 
Treaty  had  been  submitted  to  him ;  and 
as  to  the  means  of  the  King  of  France  it 
would  not  be '  in  his  power  to  submit  any 
.  information  to  the  House ;  but  certainly  it 
was  not  on  the  existence  or  extent  of  those 
means  that  be  should  ground  the  proposi- 
tion which  he  had  on  Tuesday  to  submit. 
He  therefore  thought  there  was  no  reason 
for  further  delay ;  whether  there  had  al- 
ready been  too  long  a  delay,  was  another 
question.  As  to  the  proceedings  at  the 
Congress,  the  noble  earl  observed,  that 
until  they  were  reduced  to  the  form  of  a 
Treaty,  be  shouM  not  be  enabled  to  lay 
any  message  on  the  subject  before  the 
House. 

Earl  Grey  remarked,  what  an  extra* 
4>rdinary  state  the  House  was  placed  in. 
The  Treaty  of  the  25th  of  March  agreed 
to  maintain  the  arrangements  concluded 
and  signed  at  the  Congress  of  Vienna,  and 
the  House  was  to  be  called  on  to  support 
that  Treaty,  without  being  in  possession 
of  the  arrangements  on  which  it  was 
foonded— not  only  to  support  it,  but  to 
give  large  sums. to  our  Allies,  raised  from 
the  people  of  this  country.  He  would, 
therefore,  intreat  the  House  to  consider 
whether  the  House  could  enter  into  the 
discussion  without  that  information.  There 
was  also  one  of  the  Treaties  which  had 
not  been  ratified.  He  wished .  to  know 
what  power  it  was  whose  ratification  had 
not  been  received  ? 

The  Earl  of  LxDerpool  answered,  Aus- 
tria; but  certain  intelligence  had  been 
received,  that  the  Treaty  had  been  ratified 
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by  that  power.  The  noble  Earl  then 
stated,  that  he  should  not  submit  any 
proposition.to  the  House  to  approve  of  any 
part  of  the  arrangements  at  Congress, 
which  were  not  laid  before  them. 

The  Earl  of  Damley  observed,  that  the 
declaration  of  Louis  18,  respecting  which 
he  had  put  a  question  when  it  first  made 
ftits  appearance,  was  in  effect  the  same  ar 
that  whi6h  had  been  said  to  have  been' 
issued  by  fte  duke  of  Wellington,  for  that 
Monarch  stated  that  his  Allies  would  ac- 
knowledge him  alone  as  the  Sovereign  of 
France.  He  wished  to  know,  therefore, 
whether  that  proclamation  of  Louis  JS' 
was  authentic,  and  whether  there  was  any 
objectioti  to  lay  it  before  the  House?     ^ 

No  answer  having  been  given. 
The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  observed, 
that  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  ministers' 
had  in  all  respects  been  so  irregular,  that 
he  was  justified,  in  departing  from  the 
strict  co.urse  of  order,  by. making  some 
further  observations.     The  declaration  of 
the  30th  of  March  stipulated  to  support 
the  arrangements  which  had  been  signed 
and  concluded  at  Vienna — ^not,]t  wasto  be' 
observed,  the  arrangements  which  might 
hereafter  be  concluded.    It  did  not  matter 
in  what  shape  the  noble  earl  submitted 
his  proposition  to  the  House ;    they  had 
to  look  to  the  Treaty  itself,  which  they 
were  to  be  called  on  to  approve  of,  and' 
until  the  noble  earl  -could  "  rail  the  seal 
from  off  the  bond,"  the  House,  by  ap-* 
proving  of  the  Treaty,  would  approve 
the  arrangements  of  the  Congress  to  which- 
it  referred.  He  thought  it  was  nottoo  much 
that  the  House  and  tlie  country  should 
ask  what  those  arrangements  were.   It  waa 
not  now  the  time  to  consider  whether  the 
question  had  been  put  off  too  long ;    he* 
believed  it  had  been  put  off  too  long  for 
the  strength  of  the  country  ;    but  it  waa* 
imperative  on  the  House   to  know  what 
they  were  to  bind  themselves  to  support. 
He  should   again   inquire    whether  any 
copy  of  a  declaration  of  his  Most  Christiaa 
Majesty  had  been  issued  at  Ghent? 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  were  not  answerable 
for  any  declaration  issued  by  any  foreign 
power  or  state. 

Earl  Grey  wished  to  know,  whether 
there  was  any  reason  to  doubt  the  authen- 
ticity of  that  declaration  ? 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  he  could 
not  deny  or  affirm  the  authenticity  of  any 
thing  issued  by  Louis  IS. 

The  Earl  oC  Dmilq/i  aaid,  that  to  bring 
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the  matter  to  the  test,  he  should  move  an 
Address  for  a  copy  of  any  declaration  of 
Louis  18,  issued  at  Ghent,  which  might 
havf  reached  this  country. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  observed, 
that  Louis  IS,  in  the  declaration  alluded 
to,  had  spoken  not  only  in  his  owo  name, 
but  in  the  name  of  his  Allies, 

The  House  then  divided  on  the  motion 
of  earl  Darnley.— Contents,  28  j  Nol- 
Contenis,  59  :  Majority,  $1. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckit^hafn  sM^  that 
as  it  appeared  that  this  country  had  en- 
tered into  stipulations  to  maintain  the  ar- 
rangements at  the  CongrqaSf  in  the  Treaty 
which  was  to  be  discussed  on  Tuesday— 
and  as  it  was  impossible  to  come  to  that 
discussion  without  a  knowledge  of  those 
arrangements^— he  should  give  notice,  that 
on  Monday,  the  only  day  on  which  he 
could  make  that  motion,  without  delaying 
the  discussion  of  the  Treaty,  he  should 
move  for  the  production  of  the  arrange* 
ments  concluded  at  the  Congress.— The 
Lords  were  ordered  to  be  summoned  for 
that  day. 

Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland.]  The 
Earl  of  Donouf^hmore  said,  that  the  Petition 
of  his  Catholic  countrymen,  which  had 
been  again  confided  to  him.  Be  should 
then  solicit  their  lordships  permission  to 
lay  upon  the  table  of  that  House.  Upon 
its  subject  matter,  which  had  already,  and 
so  often,  engaged  the  attention  of  Parlia- 
ment, it  was  equally  unnecessary,  and 
inconsistent  with  the  present  stage  of  the 
proceeding,  that  he  should  offer  any  ob- 
servation. He  thought  it,  however,  not 
unfitting  that  he  should  apprize  their 
lordships,  that  the  signatures  to  that  Peti- 
tion were  numerous  and  respectable ;  not 
that  he  should  wish  to  attribute  to  that 
consideration  any  very  particular  degree 
of  weight.  It  was  not  to  the  rank  or 
number  of  the  petitioners,  but  the  griev- 
ances of  which  they  complained,  that  their 
lordships  attention  would  necessarily  be 
directed.  And  where  the  disfranchise- 
ment of  a  large  class  of  the'  community, 
without  any  imputed  civil  offence,  con- 
stituted the  weighty  ground  of  these  re- 
newed complaints,  their  lordships  would 
not  surely  pause  to  count  the  number  of 
those  who  might  have  thought  it  expe- 
dient to  raise  their  voices  up,  at  this  par- 
ticular crisis,  against  the  general  griev* 
ance.  The  sense  of  common  exclusion 
must  be  considered  to  unite  in  pursuit  of 
the  same  redress,  naturally*  and  as  a  mat- 
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ter  of  course  and  of  necessity,  every 
member  of  the  proscribed  cast,  of  what- 
ever description  of  dt* sree,  and  how  far 
soever  those  amongst  them,  the  most  dis- 
tinguished for  rank  and  property,  for  ta- 
lent and  discretion,  had  agreed  in  senti- 
ment with  each  other,  or  may  perhaps 
have  diifered  in  opinion,  respecting  the 
manner  in  which  these  appeals  to  Parlia- 
ment had,  or  ought  to  have  been,  framed 
and  conducted. 

The  Petition  having  been  received  and 
read,  the  qoble  lord  appointed  Thursday 
se'nnight,  the  let  of  June,  for  its  consider- 
ation ;  and  for  which  d^y  the  House  wat ' 
ordered  to  be  summoned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMMONS. 

Friday,  May  19. 

Irish  Customs  Duties  Bill.]  The 
House  having  resolved  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  to  consider  of 
so  much  of  the  Act  39  and  40  Geo.  3, 
c.  67,  for  the  Union  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  as  relates  to  regulating  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  of  customs  on  foreign  goods 
imported  into  Great  Britain  from  Ireland, 
or  into  Ireland  from  Great  Britain,  and  of 
the  drawbacks  on  the  exportation  of 
goods,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufac«> 
tore  of  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  having 
been  imported  into  either  country  from 
the  other, 

Mr.  Vesey  Fitzgerald  moved«  "  That 
the  chairman  be  instructed  to  move  the 
House  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  re- 
gulate the  payment  of  the  duties  of  cus- 
toms on  foreign  goods  imported  into  Great 
Britain  from  Ireland,  or  into  Ireland  from 
Great  Britain,  and  of  the  drawbacks  on 
the  exportation  of  goods,  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture  of  Great  Britain  or 
Ireland,  having  been  imported  into  either 
country  from  the  other." 

^ir  J.  Ntwport  said,  that  be  could  not  help 
thinking  this  Bill  unnecessary,  as  the  arti- 
cles of  Union  made  ample  provision  for  the 
purpose  alluded  to;  and  he  could  not  hesi- 
tate to  pronounce  it  as  extremely  impolitic 
and  unjust,  if  it  were  intended  to  interfere 
with  those  articles  which  ought  to  be  held 
sacred  with  a  view  to  preserve  an  harmo-' 
nious  connexion  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. Nothing,  indeed,  was  calculated 
to  create  more  alarm,  especially  in  Ire- 
land, than  to  find  those  articles  meddled 
with  from  time  to  time,  as  if  they  were 
mere  statutable  provision^  liable  to  be 
changed  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Legislature. 
(T)    , 
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Bat  ffany  doubts  existed  upon  the  inter- 
j^retation  of  tho&e  articles,  he  hoped  that 
such  doubts  ifoald  be  removed  to  the 
Satisfaction  of  all  parties. 

Mr.  Ft  A^'rra/i  stated,  that  hra  proposition 
Was  brou{^ht  forward  in  consequence  of 
^oobts  which  arose  upon  this  subject  out 
of  the  consti'oction  of  the  Act  of  Union, 
the  sanctity  of  which  he  could  assure  the 
right  hon.  baronet  he  was  as  anxious  to 
maintain  as  any  man. 

Mr.  Homer  deprecated  strongly  any 
attempt  to  interfere  with  the  articles  of 
the  Union,  unless  very  graye  doubts  in- 
deed existed  as  to  their  construction.  For 
the  letter  of  those  articles  should,  on  all 
occasions,  be  treated' as  the  governing 
principle  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  FUtgenddBM,  he  was  acting  in 
conformity  to  the  opinion  of  the  counsel 
of  certain  public  Boardfe,  who  entertkined 
doubts  upon  this  subject,  with  whieh 
doobtSj,  however,  he  did  not  himself  con- 
cur. Therefore  he  had  no  wish  to  press 
the  Bill,  as  the  doubts  alladed  to  would 
probably  be  removed  by  a  discussion  in 
that  House.  But  he  trusted  that  tio  ob- 
jection would  be  made  to  tate  the  Bill 
brought  in. 

The  Resolution  was  agreed  to:  the 
House  testfmed,  the  report  was  received, 
arid  leave  was  giveti'to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

Papers  relating  to  Marshal  Muhat.] 
IVIr.  tFkUbfead,  "as  ,  he  bad  understood 
from  the  ChanceHor  of  the  Exchequer, 
that  public  business  Was  expected,  at  this 
period' of  the  session,  to  commence  at  a 
quaHer  'past  four,  concluded  from  not 
Seeing  the  tlobfe  lord  (Castlereagh)  in  hh 
place  at  that  time'(between  fite  and  six). 
Chat  it  was  not  likely  they  wouhi  ^ee  him 
there  bi^fore  Monday.  He  must,  however, 
put  a  question  respecting  a  paper  pur- 
porting to  be  a  proclamation  issued  by 
ihe  Duke  of  Wellington,  which  he  ex- 
'|)ected  would  be  proved  to  be  a  forgery. 
*  A' statement  to  this  effect  he  had  supposed 
'would  be  made  before  the  discussion  on 
'the  expected  Message  took  place.  It 
'was  necessary  that  it  should  be  disavowed  ; 
for  though  it  was  certainly  destitute  of  all 
appearance  of  authenticity,  it  had  caused 
a  considerable  sensation  hi  the  public 
tnrnd.  Feel iiig  this,  he  now'rose  to  ask 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  if  the 
paper  in  question  was  a  true  proclama- 
XibTij  issued  by  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
^#r  not, 

'Mr.  WdkileyBAe  wisfac^d  dbtinctly  to 
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answer  that  ministers  had  not  the  alighteA 
reason  to  consider  the  proclamation  referred- 
to  an  authentic  document,  nor  had  they 
any  grounds  tb  suppose  that  op  to  the 
present  moment  thle  Duke  of  Wellington 
had  issued  any  proclamation  at  ail. 

Mr.  "Horntr  said,  he  bad  a  motion  io 
make,  which  he  had  wished  to  submit  fa 
the  House  in  the  presence  of  the  nobla 
lord  (Castlereagh),  but  which  he  felt  it 
necessary  to  bring  forward  now.  After 
What  had  appeared  in  some  of  the  foreign 
journals,  th(  House  must  feel  it  was  im- 
possible for  him  not  to  call  their  attention 
to  certain  papers  which  had  been  read  by 
the  noble  iord  on  a  former  night,  which 
had  produced  a  Mrong  impiressroni  not  on 
his  mind  certainly,  but  on  the  Homte, 
which  papers  were  now  declared  to  be 
forgeries  and  fabrications.  It  was  impos* 
sible  for  any  man  in  that  House  to  doubt* 
that  when  the  noble  lord  read  the  docti- 
ments  alluded  to,  he  believed  them  to  be 
genuine  ;  but  a  charge  bad  been  made  ih 
the  face  of  Europe-^it  might  turn  otit 
that  the  charge  would  recoil  on  those  by 
whom  it  was  made— of  such  a  nature, 
that  be  thought  it  impossibie  for  ^at 
House  n6t  to  feel  itself  called  upon  to  as- 
certain the  tnle  character  of  the  papeft 
Which  bad  b^en  communicated  to  thefD* 
as  far  as  they  had  the  means  of  dt>mg  "so. 
In  the  absence  of  the  noble  lord,  he  would 
not  describe  the  impression  which  tha 
recent  publication  had  made  on  hi^  mlifd. 
Without  going  ftirther  into  the  subject  be 
must  observe,  that  there  were  two  docu- 
ment referred  to  in  the  French  papers, 
which  he  thought,  if  at  all  in  ektsfence, 
must  be  in  the  oflSce'of  the  Foreign  I>e- 
partment.  One  was  a  letter  from  the 
French  minister,  count  Bhicas,  transmitting 
three  letters  to  the  Foreign  miiiUt<^r  of 
this  country,  and  the  other  was  the  -letter 
of  the  Duke  of  WelJingtoti,  said  to  b^ 
dated  January  the  4th,  1815,  which  don* 
tained  a  ^statement  of  his  opinion  on  cer- 
tain documents  submitted  to  him  relative 
to  the  conduct  of  Marshal  Murat.  'H« 
hoped  the  House  would  order  the  produc- 
tion of  these  two  papers.  If  the  letter  of 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  were  genuine,  it 
could  be  produced  With  little  delay,  and 
the  other  document  which  he  wished  to 
see  laid  on  the  table,  tnight  also,  he  ap* 
prehended,  be  immediately  forthcoming, 
as  it  must  be  in  the  possession  of  the  noble 
lord.  He  then  moved  for  the  production 
of  a  letter  from  count  Blacas  to  lord 
Castlereagh,   tranamittiog  certalo  doca« 
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iiMiots  reUtiye  to  the  conduct  of  Marshal 
Mi^rat,  together  with  a  letter  from  the 
J)ukQ  of  Wellington  on  the  sanie  subject* 

The  ChanccUor  of  the  Exchequer  hoped, 
in  the  absence  of  bis  noble  friend,  the 
\koi^  and  learned  gfmtleman  would  suffer 
his  n^Dtiqn.  to  remain  iR  tbiB  hands  of  tl^e 
Speaker,  as  a  notice  of  a  moiion  for  a 
fqtore  fls^y.  He  had  parted  from  bis  noble 
friend  no  longer  ago  than  at  four  o'clock, 
^ben  be  left  him  preparing  to  come  down 
to  the  House.  He  bad  expected  biro  up 
to  that  momentj  and  surmised  from  his 
absence,  that  unexpected  business  of  im- 
portance had  detained  htm.  His  noble 
friend,  he  doubted  not  would  feel  it  to  be 
))i8  doty  to  communicate  to  the  House  all 
the  inforinaiioD  he  possessed  on  the  sub- 
ject which  had  been  brought  under  their 
consideration.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Bscheqoer  said  he  believed  the  letter  of 
the  duke  of  Wellington,  which  bad  ap- 
peared in  the  French  papers,  to  be  a 
genuine  letter,  but  the  opinion  it  expressed 
waa  not  founded  on  the  documents  which 
bis  noble  friend  bad  communicated  to  the 
House ;  and  the.  impression  on  the  mind  of 
the  duke  of  Wellington  with  respect  to 
(he  conduct  of  Marshal  Murat,  had  es^pe- 
rience^  a  complete  change,  when  those 
ilocuments  to  which  he  had  last  referred 
were  laid  before  him.  With  respect  to 
the  atatem^n^  contained  in  the  foreign 
journals — it  did  not  strike  him  that  a 
.charge  of  having  forged  the  papers  in 
.queat,ion  way  s(t  up  against  the  ministers 
of  this  country  ;  but  it  appeared  that  the 
French  Cover nment,  for  its  own  purposes, 
bad  represented  certain  persons  in  the 
Royal  Government  to  have  garbled  the 
docuiweBts  to  which  tbey  had  access,  in 
order  to  p^ake  thefp  auch  as  should  pro- 
(doce  aa  undue  impression  on  this  minds 
jOf  those  to  whoo^  they  were  communi- 
cated. This  was  an  explanation  which 
Jhe  felt  anxious  to  make. 

Mr.  Homer  said,  he  bad  not  stated  that 
ihe  fabrication  of  the  documents  in  ques- 
tion had  been  charged  on  this  country. 
]£vcry  one  who  read  the  French  papers 
J9ust  see  that  it  was  against  the  Royal 
Government  of  France.  On  the  state- 
.me^t  made  .by  the  riglit  hon.  gentleman, 
ih^t  his  noble  colleague  would  be  anxious 
to  give  the  House  every  information  in 
bis  power  on  the  subject  whiob  he  had 
brougbt  fonyard,  he  felt  disposed  to  con- 
cur with  thjB  suggeatipn  of  the  Chancellor 
Af  the  Exchequer,  and  to  suffer  bis  motion 
A0  \»  fm^x^^^  bu^^  ^  ijiotlqe  iw  Mojp- 


day,  on  which  day  he  shouli)  certainly 
again  bring  the  question  under  the  cqnsi- 
deration  of  the  House.— The  coqversatioa 
was  here  considered  to  be  at  an  end, 
when  lord  Castlereagh  entered. — Mr. 
Horner  then  said,  that  seeing  the  noble 
lord  in  his  place,  be  thought  it  might  be 
desirable  that  be  should  now  make  hioa 
acquainted  with  the  statement  ^rhich  h^ 
had  made  in  his  absence.  He  then  shortly 
repeated  bis  former  speech',  and  describea 
the  motion  which  he  had  made,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  had  been  proposed  tp 
dispose  of  it. 

liord  Ca&tkret^h  was  disposed  to  jbx* 
pre^s  his  acknowledgments  to  the  hqiM 
and  learned  gentleman  for  the  earl^  op- 
portunity he  bad  afforded  him  of  ofl&ring 
some  explanation  on  the  publication  whica 
had  been  made  in  another  country  ;  but 
if  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had 
delayed  bringing  this  subject  before  the 
House,  till  the  papers  now  printing  were 
produced,  it  was  probable  that  in  tbem» 
he  would  have  found  much  of  the  iofo^ 
mation  he  wanted.  The  letter  of  the 
duke'  of  Wellington,  dated  January  4^' 
1814,  was  a  perfectly  correct  paper,  but 
the  opinion  expressed  therein  applied  t^ 
documents  totally  differepj^  from  thosf 
which  he  had  communicated  to  the  House. 
It  was  certainly  true,  that  some  papery 
relative  to  the  conduct  of  Murat  were 
found,  and  communicated  to  the  duke  of 
Wellington,  before  he  last  left  Paris,  and 
the  answer  which  he  had  given  proved 
th^t  there  was  no  disposition  on  his  parjki^ 
as  the  servant  of  the  English  Govern- 
ment,  hastily  to  decide  against  Murat,  on 
charges  which  were  not  borne  out  by 
facts.  The  opinion  he  (the  duke  of  Wei* 
lington)  then  expressed,  was  founded  09 
documents  totally  distinct  from  thojse 
which  had  subsequently  been  obtained. 
Those  which  he  (lord  Castlereagh)  had 
communicated,  had  been  discovered  oa 
the  interval  vjrhich  passed  between  ti^^ 
duke  of  Wellington's  arrival  at  Vienna^ 
and  his  (lord  Castlereagh's)  leaving  Faria 
and  arriving  in  London.  These  docu* 
jpients  had  been  forwarded  to  him  officially 
by  the  French  ipinister,  regularly  certi/- 
fied.  It  was  said  that  these  papera  ^a^ 
been  falsified.  There  were  in  all  eigUt 
letters,  five  of  which  were  gjenuinjB  b4$« 
yond  dispute.  The  only  documents  in 
whtch  a  question  could  be  raised,  were 
the  thce.e  letters  of  Buonapart^,  which 
had  been  found,  not  as  the  others  were, 
i>ut  in  the  9^  ^yt  vEk  which  ancb  docu- 
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ments  coald  be  founds  in  the  form  of  copies 
4>r  drafts  of  letters,  to  be  sent  to  the  per- 
sons to  whom  they  were  addressed.  Count 
Blacas  in  taking  copies  of  these  bad  not 
been  content  with  the  precaution  of  get- 
ting them  regularly  certified  in  the  official 
^ay ;  he  had  not  stopped  there,  bqt  that 
there  might  be  no  chance  of  their  being 
mislaid,  or  of  their  not  being  forthcoming 
at  any  time,  he  had  delivered  the  originals 
into  the  hands  of  the  ministers  of  the 
Two  Sicilies,  prince  Castelcicala.  He 
(lord  Castlereagh)  had  seen  the  minister 
of  the  Two  Sicilies  that  morning,  and  had 
examined  the  originals  of  the  papers  of 
which  he  had  received  certified  copies 
from  count  Blacas,  Respecting  five  of 
them,  no  doubt  whatever  could  be  enter- 
tained of  their  being  genuine.  These 
clearly  established  the  fact  that  Murat, 
endeavouring  to  manage  for  himself,  was 
equally  false  toBuonapart6  and  the  Allies. 
The  last  of  these  letters  was  completely 
proved  to  be  genuine  by  the  official  letter 
of  general  Clarke,  and  enough  was  here 
proved  to  establish  the  only  charge  which 
iiad  been  preferred  against  Murat.  When 
on  investigation  it  was  found,  that  the 
character  attempted  to  be  given  to  these 
documents  was  only  a  part  of  the  system 
which  the  present  French  .  Government 
ivas  acting  upon  when  their  proceedings 
in  other  respects,  and  their  fabricated  pro- 
clamations of  the  duke  of  Wellington 
were  taken  into  consideration,  it  must  be 
seen,  that  the  effort  made  to  induce  the 
people  of  France  to  heijeve  those  docu- 
ments to  be  forgeries,  was  one  of  the  ex- 
pedients which  was  thought  necessary  to 
induce  that  deluded- nation  to  determine 
for  that  desperate  cporse  which  was  ne- 
cessary for  the  support  of  the  ambition  of 
that  man,  now  unhappily  at  the  head  of 
it.  The  opinion  first  pronounced  by  the 
duke  of  Wellington  on  the  documents 
submitted  to  him,  ought,  if  any  thing,  to 
strengthen  the  presumption,  that  there  was 
no  undue  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  of  England  hastily  to  form 
an  unfavourable  judgment  on  the  actions 
of  Murat.  When  those  documents  which 
he  (lord  Castlereagh)  had  subsequently 
received,  were  officially  transmitted  to  the 
duke  of  Wellington  at  Vienna,  his  answer 
was  very  differem  from  that  which  he  had 
formerly  made.  He  then  said—"  Afler 
receiving  such  undoubted  proofs  of  the 
treachery  of  Murat,  he  could  no  longer 
retain  his  former  opinion.  He  had  sob- 
bitted  the  documents  to  the  allied  Sove- 


reigns, who  had  no  doubt  on  the  subject, 
and  were  convinced  they  owed  it  to  their 
own  security  to  put  it  out  of  his  power  to 
act  such  a  part  by  them  again,  and  an  at- 
tack on  him  was  accordingly  determined 
upon.''  But  if  all  these  documents  were 
suffered  to  go  for  nothing,  Murat's  case 
would  not  be  much  improved,  consider- 
ing the  events  which  had  recently  taken 
place  ;  as  he,  in  the  spirit  of  his  farmer 
treachery,  had  actually  made  an  attack 
upon  the  Allies,  before  they  had  attempted 
to  carry  their  resolution  into  effect.  He 
repeated  it,  that  the  letter  of  the  duke  of 
Wellington  was  a  genuine  document,  but 
founded  on  papers  wholly  distinct  from 
those  which  he  (lord  Castlereagh)  had 
submitted  to  the  House.  Of  those  doca« 
ments  last  referred  to,  five  were  genuine 
beyond  all  doubt,  and  especially  that  of 
the  Viceroy,  which  he  (lord  Castlereagh) 
had  seen  that  morning,  and  he  thought  he 
himself  knew  enough  of  the  hand-writing 
of  that  person  to  be  able  to  pronounce  on 
the  authenticity  of  that  document.  The 
only  three  documents  on  which  a  doubt 
could  be  raised  ^ere  papers  which  could 
not  have  been  found  in  any  other  form 
than  that  in  which  they  had  been  disco- 
vered; and  the  attempt  to  falsify  them 
from  circumstances,  ought  only  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  lame  attempt  of  the  present 
Government  of  France  to  dispose  the 
people  to  further  the  ambitious  views  of 
Buonapari6.  Count  Blacas  could  have  no 
motive  for  forging  the  three  documents 
in  question,  when  all  that  he  wished  to 
show  was  more  than  proved  by  the  other 
papers,  on  which  no  question  could  be 
raised.  The  letter  of  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington he  had  been  made  acquainted 
with  when  he  was  at  Vienna.  He  thought 
a  copy  of  it  had  been  sent  to  him  there, 
but  of  this  he  was  not  certain.  If  it  was 
desired,  it  could  easily  be  produced  ;  but 
for  the  purpose  of  discussion,  he  was  pre- 
pared to  admit  the  copy  of  it  which  had 
appeared  in  the  French  papers  to  be  ge- 
nuine. 

Mr.  Homer  said,  that  much  of  the 
matter  'of  the  noble  lord's  speech  was 
quite  extraneous,  as  the  question,  whether 
the  course  which  had  been  pursued  with 
respect  to  Murat  was  or  was  not  justified, 
was  not  the  subject  of  this  day's  debate. 
The  papers  which  the  noble  lord  had 
brought  before  the  House,  it  should  ap- 
pear, had  not  been  in  the  possession  of 
the  French  Government,  or  at  least  they 
had  not  knowi^  they  were  in  possession  of 
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them,  or  if 'they  did,  had   not   thought 
them  worth  laying  before   the    dake  of 
Wellington  so  lately  as  in  January  last. 
It  was  important  to  know  whether  none 
of  these  letters  were  among  the  papers, 
on  which   his  first  opinion  was  founded. 
WbsteYer  might   be   the  weight  of  his 
ultimate  decision,   it  must  depend  much 
on  this  question.  It  was  said,  that  of  eight 
letters  which    had   been    brought  before 
Parliament,  five  were  genuine  beyond  all 
doubt    But  if  three  should  prove  fabri- 
cations, he  should  not  think  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  others  beyond  all  doubt,  be- 
cause the  deteciion  of  their  falsehood  was 
not  yet  complete.     The  noble  lord  had 
too  correct   an  understanding  not  to  be 
senbible  of  this,  that  if  three  fabricated 
letters  had  been  imposed  upon  him,  the 
other  five  which  were  derived  from  the 
same  source  could  not  be  depended  upon 
—he  could   have   no  reliance   on  them. 
The  question  now  before  the  House  was 
sot  as  to  the   good  or  bad  conduct  of 
Murat,  bat  related  solely  to  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  documents  which  had  been  laid 
before  Parliament.     On  this  subject  it  had 
been  satisfac^tory  to  him  to  find  the  noble 
lord  anxious  (as  indeed  be  had  expected 
he  would    be)    to   keep   pace   with  his 
wishes,  to  outrun  them  indeed,  in  giving 
that  information  on  the   business  which 
had  become  necessary.    With  respect  to 
the  papers,  however,  which  had  already 
been   ordered,  as   the  House   had   been 
kept  waiting  for   them   seventeen   days, 
considering  the  period  of  the  session  at 
which  they  had  arrived,  he  could  not  but 
think  an  unreasonable  delay  had  taken 
place. 

Lord  Castltreaghm\6,  he  had  not  meant, 
in  what  he  had  said,  to  throw  any  blame 
on  the  conduct  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman ;  on  the  contrary,  he  had  ex- 
pressed gratitude  to  him  for  the  early  op- 
portunity afforded  him  of  giving  that  ex- 
planation   which   he  thought  necessary. 
He    did   not   believe   that   any  culpable 
delay  bad  taken  place  on  the  part  of  the 
oflficers  charged  with  the  execution  of  the 
former  order  of  the  House  for  the  produc- 
tion of  papers;  but  the  voluminous  nature 
of  ill  em,  added  to  the  circumstance  of 
many  of  them  having  to  be  translated, 
had    necefiNarily   caused    a    considerable 
portion  of  time  to  elapse  before  they  could 
be  produced.     As  to  the  questions  of  the 
hon.   and    learned   g^tleman   respecting 
the   documents  on  which  the  opinion  of 
iite  JDqke  of  Wellington  had  been  founded^ 


he  (lord  Castlereagh)  thought  they  bad 
both  a  common  interest  in  throwing  a 
light  on  that  subject;  but  he  could  rather 
have  wished  that  the  hon.  and  learne4 
gentleman  had  not  seemed  to  prefer 
giving  his  confidence  to  the  statement 
made  on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  rather 
than  to  that  which  had  been  put  forth  on 
this  side  of  it.  Knowing  the  character  of 
the  two  Governments,  he  should  have 
hoped  he  would  not  have  supposed  the 
English  ministers  most  likely  to  present 
a  garbled  statement  to  the  world.  With 
respect  to  the  documents  which  had  been 
.produced,  he  again  contended  that  five  of 
the  eight  were  genuine  beyond  all  d]s« 
pute ;  and  he  could  not  bring  himself  to 
believe  that  the  other  three  were  fabrica- 
tions. From  the  inspection  of  the  ori* 
ginalst  he  was  convinced  the  fraud  was 
too  elaborate  to  have  been  to  successfully 
accomplished.  If  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  wished  to  see  these  docaments, 
he  (lord  Castlereagh)  thought  he  could 
procure  him  a  sight  of  them  ;  and  he 
thought  that  would  convince  him  they 
were '  no  forgeries,  and  that  he  wouM 
thence  be  led  to  conclude  that  the  attempt 
to  falsify  them  was  no  other  than  ah  at* 
tempt  of  the  present  French  Government, 
to  build  a  fraud  on  them,  by  pretending 
one  to  have  been  built  on  them  by  the 
government  of  Louis  18. 

Mr.  Homer  said,  with  respect  to  the 
insinuation  which  had  been  thrown  out 
by  the  noble  lord,  as  to  his  readiness  to 
credit  the  statemeiits  made  on  the  other 
side  of  the  water,  he  had  only  to  assure 
him,  that  satisfied  that  his  character  was 
known  to  the  House,  he  should  treat  it 
with  the  most  perfect  indifference. 

Mr.  Tkmey  wished  to  know  if  the  noble 
lord  bad  not  officially  received  a  copy 
of  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  letter  at 
Vienna,  and  if  he  could  not  produce  that 
copy?  Could  the  noble  lord  state  that 
none  of  the  five  genuine  letters  were 
among  the  documents  on  which  that 
letter  was  founded  ? 

Lord  Castlereagh  was  willing  to  produce 
the  document,  if  it  was  in  bis  possession. 
He  distinctly  recollected  being  told  at 
Vienna,  that  certain  documents  respecting 
the  conduct  of  Murat  had  been  submitted 
to  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  and  also  that 
he  bad  been  informed  of  the  answer 
which  he  had  given.  He  did  not  know  if 
the  letter  was  now  in  bis  office ;  but  be 
admitted  that  which  had  been  published 
to  be  genoinct    He  considered  the  doca* 
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iiMnts  on  which  the  opinion  e^ressed  in 
4hat  letter  was  founded,  to  be  altogether 
different  from  thoM  recently  brought  be- 
fore the  House. 

Mr.  Twm^  thought  it  possible  that 
tome  of  the  five  documents,  said  to  be 
undoubtedly  genuine,  were  among  those 
on  which  the  first  opinion  of  the  Duke  of 
Wellington  was  founded. 

Lord'Caulereagk  had  not  understood  any 
of  those  documents  to  have  been  at  that 
lime  submitted  to  him. 

Mr.  Tiern^  wished  to  know  if  the  noble 
lord  had  seen  the  documents  which  were 
submitted  to  him  ? 

Lord  Caulereagh  said,  that  documents 
on  which  no  case  could  be  founded  he  had 
considered  to  be  yery  unimportant  for  him 
to  see. 

Sir  Jam£$  MackmioBh,  if  be  understood 
what  had  just  fallen  from  the  noble  lord, 
thought  some  of  the  five  documents  might 
have  been  among  those  which  were  laid 
before  the  Duke  of  Wellington.  Was 
the  noble  lord  prepared  to  say  that 
he  knew  what  those  documents  were  ?  If 
he  could  say  this,  and  that  none  of  the 
five  were  among  them,  it  certainly  would 
be  very  important. 

Lord  Cuitiereagk  stated,  that  the  three 
documents  which  were  last  found  in  the 
archives,  were  not  discovered  till  after  he 
had  lefl  Paris.  Surprise  had  been  ex* 
pressed  at  papers  being  thus  foend  from 
time  to  time;  but  this  had  arisen;  as  he 
bad  been  informed  by  the  French  Go- 
vernment, from  the  circumstances  of  the 
documents  being  very  numerous  in  the 
rftrehives,  and  consequently  coBsuming 
imich  time  in  the  examination.  All  were 
in  the  possession  of  the  Government  in 
J^uary  last,  though  from  the  length  of 
time  taken  up  by  the  aearch,  they  cottld 
cot  be  discavered  at  that  period* 

Mr.  Homer  said,  the  noble  lord  would 
do  him  the  justice  to  acknowledge,  that 
on  the  night  ^hen  these  documents  wete 
first  brought  forward,  be  had  doubted  their 
authenticity,  without  waiting  for  the  state- 
ment that .  might  be  put  forth  from  the 
other  side  of  the  water*  It  had  particu- 
larly struck  him,  that  it  was  highly  inv- 
probable  the  letter  dated  from  Kangis 
ehould  be  found  at  Paris. 

Lord  CMkreogh  certainly  admitted  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  bad  ex- 
pressed a  doubt  on  the  subject ;  but  at 
the  same  time  it  had  appealed  to  him> 
that  an  impression  was  made  upon  bis 
viind,  as  well  as  on  the  House  in  geaeraU 
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that  there  was  internal  evidence  of  the 
letters  being  genuine.  There  wa^  in* 
deed,  that  in  the  documenui  in  question, 
that  he  must  confess,  had  they  come  to 
him  in  a  less  satisfactory  manner  than  on 
the  authority  of  the  minister  of  a  crowned 
head,  his  suspicion  would  not  have  been 
so  much  alive  as  it  would  on  many  occs^ 
sions. 

Mr.  Homer  said,  it  was  clear  from  wh^tl 
had  recently  transpired,  that  they  both 
were  right  as  to  the  internal  evidence 
which  some  of  the  letters  bore  of  comipg 
from  the  pen  tp  which  they  were  aa- 
cribed. 

The  question  was  then  pntt  and  the 
motion  agreed  to* 

East  India  Ships  Registky  Bili,.] 
On  the  order  of  the  day,  that  the  Bill  to 
make  further  regulations  Ifr  the  registry 
of  ships  built  in  India  be  read  a  second 
time, 

Mr.  Manyai  moved,  that  counsel  be 
heard  against  the  Bill  on  the  part  of  the 
persons  who  bad  petitioned  to  that  effect. 

The '  Sp€akcr  mtimated  that  counsel 
couldf  not  be  heard  until  the  question  of 
the  second  reading  was  disposed  of;  it 
would  then  be  competent  to  introduce 
them  if  the  House  thought  proper  prep%* 
rat^ry  to  the  committal  of  the  Act. 

2Sir  C.  Moack  trusted,  that  the  second 
reading  did  not  identify  those  with  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  who  sought  to  hear 
counsel  against  it  at  the  bar. 

Mr.  Alderman  Atkins  expressed  bis 
anxiety  that  counsel  should  be  beard  be- 
fore .the  principle  was  acknowledged. 

Mr.  Wallace  said,  it  would  be  compe* 
tent  for  the  House  to  enter  into  a  full  dis- 
cussion upon  the  merits  of  the  measure 
when  it  was  about  to  be  committed* 

Sir  C  Moaikk  trusted,  that  the  questio;i 
would  still  be  open  for  general  cli^cussioa 
after  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wallace  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Mairyai  urged  the  number  of  the 
petitioners  and  the  importance  of  their 
complaint^  as  sufficient  grounds  for  tbf^iir 
being  heard  by  counsel. 

Mr.  Alderman  Mkme  suggestedf  that 
spme  regulatiops  might  be  entered  into 
which  would  obviate  the  grievances  of 
which  the  petiticmers  complained. 

The  Qiuncellor  qf  the  Exchequer  ioti- 
matedj  that,  the  object  at  which  the  hon. 
alderman  aimed,  was  attainable  in  tl^ 
committee;  where  the  regvilations  could 
be  either  wholly  opposed  or  mpdifi^» 
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The  IBill  was  read  a  lecond  tinve.  Mr* 
arryat  then  inored,  "  That  coomel  be 
lied  in/'  The  Speaker  inqoired,  wbe- 
er  they  ^vere  In  attendance  ?  The  Ser* 
ant  at  Arms  reported  that  ihey  were. 
/'hen  the  qoestion  was  put,  that  connsel 
e  called  in« 

The  Ckmicelhr  tf  the  Eichdipier  objected 
c»  the  motion.  It  was  known  to  the 
loofie^  that  a  comhiittee  had  been  shttng 
ipon  thia  sobject  from  April  to  Jaly 
luring  the  last  session.  Counsel  were 
leard  hk  that  committee,  and  every  arga* 
nent  wrhidi  could  be  adduced  was  then 
laid  before  them  on  the  part  of  the  peti- 
lionera.  After  an  investigation  so  general 
aa  that  to  which  he  alluded,  it  would  be  a 
a  waste  of  time,  as  well  of  money,  for  the 
parties  to  countenance  a  further  renewal 
of  topica  which  had  grown  familiar  by 
their  repetition'^to  almost  efery  member 
of  the  Hoase. 

Mr.  M&rryai  repealed  the  importance 

of  the  sobject,  in  justification  of  the  motion 

he  had   made.    In  different  'prif  ate  cMta* 

blfshments  on  the  Ttiames,  three  or  four 

thousand  ahippersi  and  an  equal  number 

of  other  artificers,  had  been  employed. 

At  present   there  was  not  a  single  ship 

building  In  those  places;  nor  was  it  likely 

there  would   be  one,  if  this  Bill  passed. 

Under  such  circumstances,  he  trusted  the 

indulgence  of  the  House  would  allow  the 

petitioners  to  be  heard  by  their  counsel 

mt  the  bar. 

Mr.  Siwrgen  Bourne  said.  It  was  without 
example  to  call  upon  the  House  for  a  fur- 
ther hearing,  after  that  which  had  already 
taken  place.  On  the  subject  Tolnmes  of 
evidence  had  been  transmitted  to  him, 
and  he  supposed  other  members  were 
equally  put  in  possession  of  its  merits.  It 
was  idle  to  say,  that  any  new  light  could 
be  thrown  upon  the  case. 

A  division  then  took  plade,  when  the 
numbers  were :  For  calling  in  counsel,  1 3 ; 
Against  it,  33. 
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Monday,  May  22. 

• 

Prince  Hbgent's  Mbssage  uelattng 
TO  France.]  The  Earl  of  Literpool 
presented  to  the  House  a  Message  Kom 
tbe  Prince  Regent.  The  Message  [for 
which  see  the  proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mons] Was.  read  by  lord  Ellenborough, 
who  sat  on  the  woolsack,  and  for  the  time 
acted  for  the  Lord  Chancellor,  who  was 
indiflpo^d.   The  eurl  uf  LiTerpool  moved 
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tharthe  Message  be  taken  into  considera* 
tton  to*  morrow,  and  that  the  Lords  be 
summoned. 

Earl  Grey  did  not  rise  to  slate  objec- 
tions 8t  any  length  to  the  propositton 
which  the  noble  earl  had  just  made  to 
their  lordships  He  still,  howerer,  net* 
withstanding  all  he  had  heard  or  seen  en 
the  subject,  remained  of  opinion  that  be- 
fore they  were  called  upon  to  concur  in  sm 
Address,  founded  on  a  treaty  purporting  te 
be  made  in  support  of  certain  stipuiationa 
and  arrangements,  they  ought  to  know  whet 
those  stipulations  and  arrangements  were. 
This  at  preeent  they  did  not  -know;  and 
they  were  placed  in  this  awkward  predt* 
cament,  that  they  must  thos  incidentally 
pledge  the  faith  of  the  House  to  the  ap- 
proval end  support  of  ^arrangements  and 
stipulations  of  which  they  xould  know 
nothing.  That,  however,  was  not  tbe 
point  to  which  he  now  wished  to  call 
their  lordships  attention.  He  rase  for 
the  purpose  of  requesting  the  noble  earl 
opposite  to  slate  precisely  in  what  sitoa* 
tion  the  country  stood.  Were  we  acinall|r 
at  war,  or  were  we  not?  and  in  what 
light,  with  reference  to  the  subject  of  war 
or  peace,  was  the  Message  and  the  Address 
about  to  be  moved  in  consequenee  to  be 
regarded?  He  trusted  the  noble  earl 
would  not  feel  it  inconsistent  with  his  duty 
to  give  the  desired  explanation  upon  that 
head. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  he  was 
just  on  the  point  of  presenting  the  treaties 
and  other  papers  connected  with  this  sub- 
ject, whtfn  the  noble  earl  spoke  [his. lord* 
ship  then  handed  them  in],  and  from  these, 
he  trusted,  would  be  derived  i^ll  the 're- 
quisite information  as  to  those  points 
which  they  would  be  called  upoii  to  con- 
sider to-morrow :  with  respect  to  tlie  mat- 
ters touched  upon  by  the  noble  earl  who 
had  just  spoken,  he  did  not  conceive  that 
the  House,  by  the  Address  which  he  should 
propose,  would  be  at  all  pledged  to  the 
approval  or  support  of  the  stipulations  and 
arrangements  to  which  the  noble  earl  re- 
ferred; for  the  question,  whether  their 
lordships  would  concur  in  such  measures 
as  it  might  be  necessary  to  adopt  against 
the  common  enemy,  and  a  system  proved 
by  experience  to  be  incompatible  with 
the  peace  and  independence  .of  nation^ 
was  entirely  distinct  from  the  question, 
whether  their  lordships  should- approve  or 
not  of  these  arrangements  and  stipula- 
tions. He  did  not  conceive,  therefore, 
that  (h«  House  would  be  at  all  pre-judged 
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in  that  respect  by  agreeing  to  the  Address 
tvbich  he  proposed  to*morrow  to  submit 
for  their  consideration.  With  regard  to 
the  question,  in  what  situation  was  the 
coantry  placed,  were  we  at  peace,  or 
were  we  actually  at  war  ?  he  was  per- 
fectly ready  to  give  the  noble  earl  and 
their  lordships  such  an  explanation  on 
that  head  as,  he  trusted,  would  be  found 
•atisfactoVy.  If  the  noble  earl  wished  to 
know  whether  hostilities  had  really  com- 
menced, that  is,  whether  letters  of  marque 
had  been  issued  and  ships  captured,  or 
mny  blow  had  been  actually  struck,  he 
bad  to  answer,  that  in  that  sense  hostilities 
^ad  not  yet  actually  commenced  :  but  he 
should  deceive  the  noble  earl,  and  deceive 
the  House,  if  he  were  not  distinctly  to 
avow,  that  this  Message  was  brought  down 
with  a  view  to  the  commencement  of 
hostilities  against  the  system  mentioned 
in  the  Message,  as  soon  as  it  should  be 
found  expedient  to  do  so.  He  was  aware 
that  the  expediency  of  beginning  the  war 
at  an  earlier  or  later  period  might  depend 
upon  various  circumstances  ;  but  as  to  the 
nature  and  object  of  the  Message,  it  was  I 
certainly  to  be  regarded  as  a  war  message  ; 
and  in  concurring  in  the  Address  which  he 
should  have  the  honour  to  propose  to- 
morrow, their  lordships  would  be  under* 
stood  to  concur  in  the  propriety  of  com- 
mencing hostilities  io  concert  with  our 
Allies  against  the  system  to  which  he  had 
adverted,  as  soon  as,  in  point  of  expedi- 
ency, it  might  be  judged  proper  to  begin 
the  war*  This  was  undoubtedly  the  nature 
and  purport  of  the  Message,  and  he  wished 
it  to  be  so  understood. 

Earl  Grey  asked  whether  the  treaty  had 
been  ratified  by  Austria. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  replied,  that  it 
was  not  as  yet  ratified  by  that  power ; 
that  the  ratification  had  not  yet  arrived, 
but  was  every  day  expected.  The  noble 
earl  would  find,  however,  in  one  of  the 
papers  now  laid  on  the  table  enough  to 
show,  that  there  coul^l  be  no  doubt  as  to 
the  intention  of  Austria  to  ratify  the 
Treaty. 

The  mo|lon  was  then  agreed  to. 

Proceedings  of  the  Congress  at 
ViEKNA.]  The  Marquis  of  buckingham 
lose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move  an  Ad- 
dress to  the  Prince  Regent,  praying  that 
he  would  t>e  graciously  pleased  to  lay  on 
the  table  copies  of  the  stipulations  and 
arrangements  made  at  the  Congress  at 
Vienna,  and  mentioned  in  the  Treaty  of 


the  25th  of  March,  as  stipulations  and 
arrangements  which  it  was  the  object  of 
the  Allies,  in  the  approaching  contest  with 
the  present  ruler  of  France,  to  support. 
In  bringing  forward  this  motion,  it  would 
be  unnecessary  for  him  to  trouble  their  lord- 
ships at  any  length,  because  the  grounds 
and  propriety  of  his  motion  roisht  be  ex- 
plained in  a  very  few  word«.  His  motion 
rested  upon  these  words  in  the  1st  article 
of  the  Treaty  of  the  2.5 ih  of  March  : 
"  The  High  Contracting  Parties  solemnly 
engage  to  unite  the  resources  of  th^ir  re- 
spective states  for  the  purpose  of  main* 
taining  entire  the  conditions  of  the  Treaty 
of  Peace  concluded  at  Paris,  the  30th  of 
May,  1814,  as.aUo  the  stipulations  de- 
termined upon  and  signed  at  the  Congress 
of  Vienna,  &c."  The  object,  then,  of 
the  parties  to  this  alliance  for  the  purposes 
mentioned  in  the  Treaty  was  to  maintain 
entire  the  stipulations  <*  determined  upon 
and  signed''  at  the  Congress  of  Vienna. 
When,  therefare,  their  lordships  were 
called  upon  to  concur  in  the  measures  ne- 
cessary to  give  effect  to  a  treaty  having 
for  its  object  the  maintenance  of  these 
stipulations,  they  ought  certainly  to  know 
what  thjBse  stipulations  were..  The  stipu- 
lations in  question  were  said  to  be  con- 
cluded, to  be  determined  upon,  and 
signed;  and  if  ratified,  they  were  in  a 
state  fit  to  be  produced,  and  certainly  ought 
to  be  produced,  and  approved  by  their  lord- 
ships before  they  pledged  theqaselves  to 
maintain  them.  If  they  were  not  reduced 
into  the  form  of  a  treaty,  and  were  not 
ratified,  and  not  in  a  sta^e  fit  to  be 
produced,  then  they  ought  not  to  have 
been  mentioned  in  this  Treaty  at  all. 
When  their  lordships  were  thus  called 
upoii  by  a  side-wind,  as  it  were,  to  approve 
of  these  stipulations,  surely  it  was  not  too 
much  to  ask  that  the  substance  of  them 
should  be  communicated,  or  some  expla- 
nation given  which  would  at  least  afTord 
some  foundation  for  this  method  of  pro- 
ceeding. This,  then,  was  the  ground  of 
his  motion.  In  the  predicament  in  which 
the  House  was  placed,  it  was  hardly 
possible  for  them  to  declare  their  appro- 
bation of  the  Treaty  of  the  25th  of  Marcl), 
and  the  objects  for  which  it  was  entered 
into,  without  at  the  same  time  pledging 
themselves  to  the  approval  of  stipulations 
and  arrangements  of  which  they  did  not^ 
and  could  not,  regularly  know  any  thing. 
He  could,  therefore,  say  nothing  wiih 
respect  to  them.  Admit  that  they  were 
the  most  wise,  the  most  politici  the  most 
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just  and  eqoilable  that  had  erer  been 
framed;  still  il  was  contrary  to  every 
idea  of  propriety  to  call  opon  their  lord- 
ahipt  to  approve  of  that  of  which  they 
cottid  regularly  knoW  nothing.  With  these 
few  observations  be  should  leave  the 
natter  for  their  lordships  consideration, 
reserving  to  himself  the  liberty  to  make 
SQoh  a  reply  as  he  might  think  proper  to 
the  answer  which  might  be  given  by  the 
noble  earl  opposite.  He  confessed  he  did 
not  see«  however,  how  any  saiisfcotory 
explanation  could  be  given  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

The  Earl  .of  lAverpool  shouYd.  he 
believed,  give  such  an  explanation  as 
would,  he  trusted,  be  satisfactory  even  to 
the  noble  maiqais  himself.  He  might 
have  occasion  to-morrow  to  go  more  at 
large  into  this  subject ;  but  stUI  he  could 
swt  suffer  the  present  opportunity  to -pass 
withont  saying  a  few  words  on  the  point. 
The  addresa  which  be  should  propose 
Would  not,  as  he  bad  before  stated,  m 
the  least  compromise  the  opinion  of  the 
House  with  respect  to  the  stipulations  and 
arrangements  made  at  the  Congress  of 
Vienna.  Neither  to  those  which  had  been 
concluded,  nor  to  those  which  were  in  the 
course  of  being  determined  upon,  would 
the  House  be  in  the  least  pledged.  The 
objeel  of  the  present  Message  and  Ad- 
dress was  totally  distinct  from  any  ques- 
tion that  might  arise  on  the  subject  of 
thosesiipalations  and  arrangements,  which 
stood  exactly  on  the  same  ^ling  as  they 
would  have  doner  if  the  unfortunate  evenu 
which  had  given  occasion  to  this  Treaty 
had  never  arisen.  Whether  those  ar- 
rangements were  wise  or^  the  contrary — 
whether  they  were  right  or  wrong-- poli- 
tic or  impolitic— was  nothing  at  all  to  the 
present  question.  He  should  be  ready  u> 
abowy  when  the  proper  time  arrived,  that 
they  were  in  every  respect  wise  and  poli- 
tic, and  well  calculated  to  preterve  the 
peace  and  independence  of  nations.  But 
his  argument  was,  that  this  was  not  .the 
proper  time  to  enter  into  that  subject,  be- 
cause those  arrangements  and  stipulations 
bad  not  as  yet  been  reduced  into  the  form 
of  a  treaty.  Some  of  the  proposed  ar- 
rangements had  not  been  finished,  and 
none  of  them  had  been  the  subject  of 
regular  ratification.  They  were  not, 
therefore,  in  a  state  fit  to  be  laid  before 
their  lordships,  and  the  House  could  not 
be  called  upon  to  give  any  judgment  re- 
specting them.  The  address  would  steer 
'uear   of  that   question   altogether*     It 
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waold  only  call  upon  their  lordships  tm 
concur  io  such  measures  as  might  be  ae^ 
oessary  to  prevent  the  revival  of  that  sys* 
tem  which  experience  had  shown  to  bs 
incompatible  with  the  independence  and 
peace  of-nations.  What  had  that  to  do  with 
the  arrangements  made  at  the  Congresi  ? 
Nothmg.  It  would  be  aa  object  equally 
necessary  to  be  attended  to,  whatever 
those  arrangements  might  be;  and' their 
lordships  might  be  assured,  that  all  those 
stipulations  would  be  considered  as  com« 
pletely  open  Io  animadversion,  notwith* 
standing  tbe  concurrence  of  their  lordship* 
in  this  Addreu.  Under  these  eircum* 
stances,  he  could  not  perceive  what  advait^ 
tage  cooid  be  gained  by  this  motion  o^ 
the  noble  marqws,  and  he  trusted  the  ■ 
noble  marquis  himself  would  see  the  ex- 
pediency of  withdrawing  it.  At  any  rate, 
he  was  satisfied  it  was  noi  a  motion  t» 
which  their  lordships  could,  at  the  pse^ 
sent  moment,  think  of  giving  their  con* 
corrence. 

The  Marquis  of  Bitekmgkam  tbougfat  that 
answer  of  the  noble  earl  insufficient  and 
unsatisfactory.  Their  lordships  would  oh* 
serve,  that  it  was  expressly  stated  in  the 
first  article  of  the  Treaty  upon  which  tho 
Addnsa  most,  in  a  gnat  measure,  be 
founded,  that  the  object  of  the  contracting 
parties  was  to  maintain  entire  the  stipula  ■ 
tions  concluded  pud*  Mgned  at  the  Gon- 
gress  of  Vienna.    Why,  theni  when  theyi' 
were  called  epon  to  concur  in  that  ad« 
dress,  was  it  not  by  a  side  wind  to  pro« 
cure  their  lordships  approbation-  of  a#« 
rangements  and  stipulations,  of  the  nature 
of  which  they  were  and  must  be  ignorant^ 
since  they  could  not  be  regularly  consi* 
dered  as  knowing  any  thing  about  then» 
till  they  were  laid  before  them?    If  the 
sole  object  of  the  Address  were  te  pledge 
their  lordships  to  take  the  requisite  mea* 
sores  to  prevent  the  revival  of  a- system 
proved  by  experience  to  be  incompatible 
with  the  independence  and  peace  of  na* 
tions,  perhaps  there  would  not  be  a  sbadew< 
of  difference  between  him  and  the  noble 
earl;    but  from  tbe  way  in  which  the 
matter  was  managed,  he  could  not  welk 
conceive  how  they  could  concur  in  tbe 
address,  without  giving  by  a  side  wind, 
their  approbation  to  arrangements  witbi 
which  they  were  unacquainted,     k  waa« 
far  from  his  wish  to  delay  the  discossionr 
of  tbe  QMin  subject  of  the  Message  and^ 
the  proposed  Address,  for  be  agreed  thal^ 
it  had  perhaps  been  already  too  loi^  de« 
layed :  but,  susely,  ia  tbepredkattani  is 
(U) 
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whtcb  the  Hotiie  was  placM,  il  wai  not 
too  mach  to  expect  that  lome  ezplaoation 
as  to  those  arrangementf,  some  statemoDt 
of  the  general  nature  of  the  stipolations, 
fhoold  be  given,  before  they  were  t|i«M« 
by  hnpircation  at  least,  called  npon  to  ap<* 
prove  of  them.  Still,  however,  if  it  was  to 
be  ttnderstood  on  all  hands  that  their  lord* 
shtpSy  by  a  concitrrence  in  the  Address, 
were  not  to  be  understood  as  at  all  pledg* 
ing  themselves  on  the  subject  of  those 
stipalationi  and  arrrangementa^  he  was 
disposed  not  to  press  his  motion :  with 
this  understand  ing,  that  no  such  pledge 
WM  to  be  called  for,  or  was  considered  to 
be  given  either  directly  or  inditpeetly,  he 
fhoold,  with  their  lordships  leave,  with- 
draw  tt. 

Earl  Grtf  said,  he  most  confess  he  was 
HtUI  very  little  satisfied,  with  the  explana* 
lion  given  by  the  noble  earl  on  the  sub- 
ject of  his  noble  frtendN  motion.     If  the 
stipulations  and  arrangements  in  question 
were  not  in  a  state  Ih  to  be  prodttced«-if 
they  were  not  regularly  ratiiied  so  as  to 
bring  them  in  the  regular  course  to  the 
notice  of  their  lordships— why  were  they 
hnerted  in  the  present  Treaty  at  ail  ?    As 
matters  now  stood,  when  they  came  to- 
morrow to  discuss  and  decide  vpon^  a  qnes* 
lton>  the  perilous  magnitude  of  which  he 
mimost  trembled  to  think  upon,  it  would 
hardly  be  possible  not  at  the  sanM  time  to 
take  into    consideration    the   aobject   of 
those  arranf[[ements  and  stipulations  which 
were  mentioned  as  a  constituent  ixirt  and 
object  of  the  present  Treaty;  and  though 
it  was  stated  that  they  were  not  regularly 
rarilitd  and  not  in  a  state  fit  to  be  pro- 
duced so  as  to  enable  their  lordships  to 
examine  and  decide  upcm  them,  yet  as  they 
were  mentiont*d  generally  in  the  Treaty 
of  the  25;h  of  March,  their  lordships  would 
be  called  upon  indirectly  to  approve  of 
them,  though  it  was  admitted  that  they 
could  know  nothing  of  them.    But  there 
was  another  most  important  view  in  whijch 
the  information  now  required  was  essen^ 
tially  necessary.     The    noble  earl  had 
atated,  thai  the  arrangements  had  no  con- 
nexion with,  and  would  not  at  all  aftl^ct 
the  question  to  be  submitted  for  oonstde* 
ration  to-morrpw :    Bat  might  they  not 
uflfeet  the  question  as  to  the  expediency 
of  commencing  hostilities  ?    Might  they 
not,  to  a  fearful  extent,  afiect  the  chancus 
of  success  ?    If  those  arrangements  and 
stipulations  were  in  themselves  just  and 
Moifftble,  and  agreeable  lo  those  states 
whom  they  aaort  eiipecially  afiected,  and 


I  satisfactory  to  the  nations  of  Europe  10 
general,  would  not  this  be  a  most  material 
^consideration,  when  they  cnm^  to  diacust 
the  proposed  Address,  with  a  view  to  the 
chances  of  success,  and  the  consequent 
expediency  of  thus  embarking  in  a  new 
war  ?  The  prospect  of  soccefs  must  mate* 
dally  depend  upon,  the  cordial  concur* 
rence  and  support  of  all  the  Powers  who 
were  to  engage  in  so  perilous  an  under* 
taking  :  and  was  it  not  fitting,  therefore, 
that  their  lordships  should  know  some* 
thin'^g  now  of  the  native,  extent,  and  prin* 
ciple  of  those  arrangements,  which  mightt 
perhaps,  bear  so  directly  and  powerfully 
upon  the  strength  and  efficiency  of  *tho 
means  by  which  it  was  proposed  to  ac* 
complish  the  object  which  now  distinctly 
ft|>pearecl  to  be  in  view  ?    Was  it  not  of 
essential  conse«^ence,  when   their  lurd« 
ships  were  to  be  called  upon  to  concur  in 
the  propriety  of  entering  in'o  a  new  war, 
ihni  they  should  know  whether  those  ar- 
rangements were  such  as  to  iimptre  general 
confilence,  and  give  strengih  mid  energy 
to    their  cwise  and  their  measures ;    or 
whether  they  were  such  as  woukt  form  a 
soSirce  of  disunion,  apathy,  and  weakness  f 
How  could  their  lordnhips  know  at  pre« 
sent,  whether  the  stipulations  nwiiiioned 
in  the  Treaty  were  such  as  promised  cordiai 
co-operation  and  success,  or  such  a«  por* 
tended  division  and  failure  ?  And  yet  ihta 
was  a  question  of  the  first  importance  iifr 
considering  the  expediency  of  commence 
ing  hostilities.  There  was  another  subject^ 
too,  with  respect  to  which-  it  was  proper 
for  their  lordships  to  have  some  informa* 
tion  before  they  came  to  discuss  the  <}uea« 
tion  of  to-morrow,  and  which  he  would 
advert  to,  before. he  sat  down,  that  bo 
miffhl  not  agaso  be  under  the  necessity  of 
addressing  their  lordships  at  this  time.  He 
had  on  their  last  day  of  meeting  called 
their  lordships  attention  to  that  part  of 
the  Treaty  which  provided  that  Louis  the 
1 8lh  should  be  invited  to  accede  to  it,  and 
he  had  asked,  whether   there  was  any 
formal  act  of  accesaion  ;  and  if  there  wa8» 
he  had  stated  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  ou^ht 
to  be  produced.  He  now  again  contended 
that  some  information  on  that  head  ought 
to  be  laid  before  their  lordships,  as  that 
information  might  be  of  great  importance 
in  pointing  out  to  the  House  the  principle 
upon  which  they  wore  proceeding.    The 
production  of  thia  information  be  now 
considered  as  the  more  meterial  on  ac^ 
count  of  what  he  had  seen  in  one  of  the 
papers  this  day.    He  iwd  there  reed  tf 
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maniCeato  of  L»u»  I8tb  to  U^e  French  ot- 
tiou,  which  contained  this  tiateraeni. 

''The  Powers  anemhled  in  Coogren 
liare  done  more.  Their  character,  un- 
doubtedly, and  their  magnaninnity,  known 
and  admired  by  all  the  world*  woold  for* 
bid  oor  imagining  a  more  sacred  secerity 
for  their  promise  than  their  promise  itself; 
but  they  hare  themselves  conceived*  that 
to  this  guarantae  it  might  be  fit  to  add 
another ;  that  they  could  never  stifficiently 
tranqutlltae  the  kmo  with  regard'  to  thr 
latore  fate  of  hit  people,  nor  te»tify  too 
noch  reaped  for  the  6dtlity  of  the  French 
nation  tinder  the  sorrow  that  overn  helms 
it*  and  the  liope-de«troying  inactivity  to 
which  it  has  been  fednced.  The  Powers 
determined  that  the  King's  accession 
abould  be  specially  reqoii«d  to  the  new 
compart  which  they  had  rrrenily  con- 
cluded. Their  Ambassadors  laid  before 
his  Matjesty  all  the  com  muoi  cat  ions  re- 
•perting  it.  They  presented  to  him,  from 
their  respective  Sovereigns,  new  creden* 
tiah,  with  a  view  to  their  being  near  the 

eerson  of  the  only  lawful  Sovereign  of 
ranee,  wherever  he  might  reside,  and 
opoil  the  veriftcfttion  of  their  powers  they 
oflvred  the  nrw  Treaty  to  his  Majesty  fur 
his  deliberation  md  his  signature.  French- 
men !  The  King  has  deliberated,  ioid  he 
has  signed  it  !'*  , 

These  words  appeared  to  indicate  a  de- 
termination to  go  to  war  for  the  oorpose 
of  replacing  Louis  19  on  the  throne  of 
France;  and  if  so,  it  was  in  direct  contra* 
diction  lo  the  declaraiion  added  on  our 
part  to  the  Treaty,  and  approved  of  by 
the  Allies.  It  was  desirable,  too,  that  the 
powers  of  those  ministers  who  were  ac- 
credhed  to  the  Court  tH  Louis  18,  should 
be  prodaced,  that  it  might  be  seen  what 
were  the  relations  in  which  we  stood  with 
respect  to  that  unfortunate  Monarch.  As 
to  the  paper  to  which  the  noble  earl  had 
referred  him*  on  the  subject  of  the  Austrian 
ratiBcation,  he  did  see  enough  there  to 
lay  a  ground  of  hope,  that  the  Treaty 
would  be  ratified  by  that  Power  ;  but  he 
saw  nothing  to  account  for  the  delay 
which  had  taken  place  with  respect  to 
that  ratification. 

The  Earl  of  Lvotffool  conld  only  repeat 
what  he  had  before  said*  that  he  consi- 
dered the  stipulations  and  arrangements  at 
the  Congress  of  Vienna  as  having  nothingto 
do  with  the  present  question.  Whetherthey 
were  wise  and  politic*  or  the  contrary,  was 
for  this  purpose  immaterial  Their  lordships 
wonldf  at  iha  proper  time,  hare  fall  op- 


portnnity  to  examine  those  arrangmeoti; 
They  were  in  the  tame  state  as  that  ia 
which  they  would  hatre  been  if  thia  event 
had  not  happened.    Some  of  the  arrange- 
ments  had  been  decided  upon.  Some  were 
in  progress.    But  none  of  them  had  bee* 
reduced  into  the  form  of  a  treaty  ;  and  h% 
did  not  therefore  consider  it  as  at  all  na* 
ceasary  or  proper  to  go  into  those  matters 
in  diacossing  the  question  which  would  be 
brought  tiefore  their  lordships  to*morrow. 
There  was  nothing  irregular  or  unusual  ia 
this  course  of  proceeding.     Their  lord- 
ships  would  only  be  called  upon  to  sup* ' 
port  those  measures  which  were  accessary 
lo  prevent  the  revival  of  a  system  de- 
structive of  the  peace  and  independence 
of  nations ;  and  thts  was  an  object  equally 
proper,  whether  the    arrangements  and 
stipulations  al  the  Congress  were  right  or 
wrong.    The  noble  marquis  bad  said,  that 
they  would  be  called  upon  by  implicatioit 
to  vote  ttieir  approbation  of  arrangements 
of  whibh  they  knew  nothing :  but  he  con* 
tended,  that  no  such  vote  could  be  implied 
by  their  concurrence  in  the  address  which 
he  should  propusct  as  the  question  in  the 
two  casts  was  entirely  distinct.  The  noble 
earl  who  spoke  last  had  contended*  that 
the  knowledge  of  the  nature,  extent*  and 
piincifile  of  those  arrangements  might  af- 
fect the  expediency   of  pledging    their 
lordships  to  the  support  of  the  object  re- 
commended in  the  Message.     His  answer 
was,  that  the  arrangements,  whether  right 
or  wrong,  had  been  adopted,  and  were  not 
likely,  in  any  material  degree,  to  affect 
the   question  of   expediency,    as    there 
could  be  no  reasonable  apprehension  of  ■ 
disunion  among  the  principal  Powers  oa 
that  ground.     As  to  the  invitation  to  Lauis 
18  to  accede  to  the  Treaty*  he  could  only 
repeat  what  he  had  before  stated*  that 
there  was  no  formal  act  of  accession,  and 
therefore  none  such  could  be  produced. 
With  respeot  to  what  the  noble  earl  had 
stated  as  to  the  ambiguous  nature  of  oi^ir 
relations  with  Louis  18*  he  saw  no  diffi* 
culty  on  that  head.     Our  ministers  were 
accredited  to  the  Court  of  Loui.«  18.     Thia 
was  a  notorious  fact*  which  the   Ahiea 
were  far  from  being  desirous  to  conceal, 
l^ere  was  no  ambiguity  in  the  case*  which 
wasplaiidy  this:  the  Allies  did  not  think, 
themselves  jpstified  in  attempting  to  im« 
pose  any  pariicular  government  on  France* 
and  disclaimed  any  such  intetition.    Their 
object  was  to  destroy  that  system  which 
experience  had  proved  to  be  incompatible 
with  the  peaee  and  tedepeAdence  of  na* 
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^10118,  and  there  was  nothing  which  ep* 
geared  to  them  so  likely  to  accomplish 
;that  object  as  the  restoration  of  the  legiti- 
jnale  soveKeisB  to  the  throne  of  France. 
This  restoration  was,  therefore,  considered 
^  a  most  desirable  object  by  the  Allies. 
vd  they  openly  avowed  their  wishes 
upon  that  head.  They  were  anxious  that 
(Louis  18  should  be  restored  to  the  French 
Jthrone,  and  would  co-operate  within  cer- 
tain  bonnds  for  the  attachment  of  tbikt  ob* 
ject,  but  without  considering  it  incumbent 
upon  them  to  insist  upon  that  restoration 
as  indispensable,  provided  the  main  object 
<^ould  be  secured  in  another  manner. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  regretted 
extremely  that  any  mention  of  these  stipu- 
lations should  hare  been  introduced  into 
the  Treaty,  so  as  to  mix  up  two  questions 
•which  ought  to  have  been  kept  entirely 
;distinctand  separate.  However,  on  the 
assurance  that  no  pledge  was  to  be  re- 
^quired  on  the  subject  of  the  arrangements, 
lie  begged  leave  to  withdraw  hisonotion. 

The  motion  was  accordingly  wiih- 
4rawjL 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

*      Monday,  May  22. 

pRiNCB  Regent's  Mbssagb  relatiMg 
TO  France.I  Lord  Castlereagb  appeared 
at  the  bar  oT  the  House  with  a  Message 
'from  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Re- 
cent, which  being  brought  up,  the  Speaker 
proceeded  to  read  it  to  the  House  as  fol* 
jows ', 

"  George  P.  R. 

*'  The  Prince  Regent,  acting  in  the 
ciame  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty, 
thinks  it  right  to  inform  the  House  of 
iCommonSy  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
events  which  have  occurred  in  France,  in 
direct  contravention  of  the  Treaties  con- 
cluded at  Paris  in  the  course  of  last  year, 
his  Royal  Highness  has  judged  it  neces- 
sary to  enter  into  engagements  with  his 
Majesty's  Allies  for  the  purpose  of  form- 
ing such  a  concert  as  present  circum- 
stances indispensably  require,  and  as  may 
prevent  the  revival  of  a  system  which  ex- 
perience has  proved  to  be  incompatible 
with  the  peace  and  independence  of  the 
nations  of  Europe. 

*'  The  Prince  Regent  has  directed  co- 
pies of  the  Treaties  which  have  been 
concluded  to  be  laid  before  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  he  confidently  relies  on 
ihe  support  of  this  House  in  all  measures 
which,  it  may  be  necessary  for  him  to 


adopt,  in  conjunction  with  his  Majesty 'g 
Allies,  against  the  common  enemy  at  this 
important  crisis.'' 

Lord  Casikreagh  moved,  that  his  Royal 
Highnesses  Message  be  taken  into  consi^ 
deration  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Pcnsonby  objected  to  the  day  on 
which  it  was  proposed  to  consider  the 
Message  brought  down  by  the  noble  lord. 
He  observed,  that  no  instance  had  ever 
come  to  his  knowledge,  in  which  Parlia- 
ment was  called  on  to  express  its  opinion* 
with  respect  to  Treaties  concloded  with 
foreign  Powers,  at  so  short  a  notice.  It 
was  most  unusual,  except  in  cases  of  aa 
unimportant  nature,  to  ask  of  the  House 
to  express  an  opiiuon  on  a  message  from 
the  throne,  the  very  day  after  it  had  been 
brought  down.  It  certainly  was  the  cus- 
tom and  usage  of.Parlfament  to  take  mes« 
sages  into  their  consideration  the  day  after 
they  were  delivered,  when  they  related  to 
ordinary  occurrences,  on  which,  from 
time  to  time,  the  Crown  was  pleased  to 
communicate  information  to  the  House ; 
butiie  believed  that  no  instance  could  be 
adduced,  in  which  treaties  were  laid  be* 
fore  the  House,  by  the  command  of  the 
Crown— in  consequenee  of  which  treaties 
they  would  probably  be  called  on  to  "vote 
large  sums  of  money— where  Parliament 
was  required,  on  the  succeeding  day,  to 
express  a  decided  opinion.  In  a  case  of 
such  extreme  importance,  more  than 
twenty-four  hours  should  be  given  for 
consideration.  He  could  see  no  reason 
for  this  extraordinary  precipation,  but 
probably  ,the  noble  lord  could  explain  it. 
He  had  investigated* the  proceedings  for« 
merly  adopted  in  similar  cases,  but  he 
could  find  no  instance  in  which  Parlia- 
ment  was  required,  at  so  short  a  notice* 
to  express  its  opinion.  Impressed  with 
these  sentiments,  he  hoped  the  noble  lord 
would  allow  further  time  for  the  consider- 
ation of  the  documents  to  which  the  Mes- 
sage referred. 

Lord  Casilereagh  contended,  that  it  waa 
entirely  consonant  to  the  practice  of  Par* 
liament  even  on  the  most  grave  and  im- 
portant questions  to  vote  an  Address  to  a 
Message  from  the  Crown  the  day  subse« 
quent  to  that  Message  being  sent  down» 
With  respect  to  the  subsidiary  provision 
which  the  House  would  be  called  upon  to 
make  in  consequence  of  the  Treaties  laid 
before  it,  that  certainly  would  not  come 
within  the  purview  of  the  vote  which  it 
would  be  his  duty  to  propose  to-morrow* 
He  should  reserve  that  branch  of  thf 
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{onieni  for  m  lubseqaenl  day.  As  lo 
e  general  icope  of  ibe  vote  which  be 
eaot  to  propose,  he  trusted  he  thould  be 
lie  to  satisfy  the  House,  that  he  did  not 
k  them  for  any  opinion  which  they  were 
>t  fully  competent  to  give  from  the  in* 
rmation  before  them  ;  and  he  hoped, 
lerefore,  they  would  not  think  it  ne- 
^ssary  in  this  instance  lo  depart  from 
hat  had  been  the  usual  arragement,  or 
ssitate  to  affi>rd  that  cordial  support  to 
;e  Crown  which  the  present  momentous 
'isis  demanded. 

Mr.  Pcmtmk^  replied,  that  the  House 
as  distinctly  to*  be  called  upon  for  an 
)inion  with  respect  to  certain  Treaties 
hich  were  lo  be  laid  before  them  only 
renty-four  hours  previous  to  such  a. vote, 
id  he  certainly  considered  that  interval 

10  brief.  In  the  case  of  the  Crown  de- 
laring  war,  for  example,  and  concluding 
eaties  with  other  Powers  in  concurrence 
ith  whom  the  war  was  to  be  carried  on, 
commonicadDn  would  be  made  to  that 
[ouse,  and  all  that  the  House  would  be 
iilled  upon  to  do,  would  be  barely  to 
tank  the  Crown  fisr  the  communication, 
ut  not,  h^  apprehended,  to  come  to  any 
pinion  immediattely  upon  the  nature  of 
ie  Treaties,  or  the  policy  or  justice  of 
)e  war.  He  could  mention  one  very 
:rong  instance  in  point.  At  the  time 
'hen  an  application  was  made  to  the 
lease  for  money  to  assist  Holland,  six  or 
sven  days  pasted  before  the  House  re- 
irncd  any  answer  to  that  application.  In 
let,  be  did  not  believe  that  the  noble 
3rd  could  produce  a  single  instance  where 
be  opinion  of  Parliament  was  given  so 
isstily  as  on  the  succeeding  day,  upon 
ommunications  of  the  kind  now  under 
onsideration.  The  noble  lord  said,  the 
louse  were  substahtially  in  possession  of 

11  the  information  contained  in  the  papers 
irbicb  were  ordered  to  be  communicated ; 
tut  that  was  not  the  case.  Our  Govern - 
nent  bad  annexed  a  Declaration  lo  the. 
Treaty  of  the  25th  of  March,  which  was 
ent  to  Vienna  for  the  approbation  of  the 
iorereigns  there,  and  he  was  ignorant, 
or  one,  how  that  Declaration  was  ra- 
:eived.  There  was  another  point  which 
ie  wished  to  mention.  He  had  observed, 
rom  what  passed  in  another  place,  that 
he  papers  relative  to  the  overture  made 
»y  France  to  this  country  were  to  be  laid 
>efore  the  House  that  day.  Those  papers 
lad  been  sent  by  the  noble  lord  to  Vienna, 
br  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  sentiments 
if  the  Allies  upon  them  J   and  what  their 


sentiments  were  he  oertainly  did  not 
know.  It  appeared  to  him,  therefore, 
that  there  were  solid  and  serious  objeC'^ 
tlons  against  bringing  the  House  to  an 
opinion  so  early  as  the  ensuing  day. 

Lord  CoMtlereogk  said,  that  the  vote 
which  he  intended  to  propose  might  b» 
one  of  simple  thanks  for  the  Message 
fVom  the  Crown,  or  it  might  be  one  of  a. 
different  description;  but  he  was  de- 
cidedly of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  more 
convenient  to  argue  it  to-morrow,  than  lo 
go  into  it  by  anticipation,  by  discussing 
a  question  which  was  not  now  before  them. 
With  respect  to  the  information  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  think 
necessary  before  the  House  could  exercise 
a  sound  judgment  upon. the  subject,  he 
had  received  the  commands  of  the  Princa 
Regent  to  lay  before  the  House  all  the 
papers  that  could  be  necessary.  Among 
those  papers  would  be  found  a  dispatcli 
from  Iprd  Clancarty,  communicating  the 
manner  in  which  the  overture  from  Boo* 
narpart^  to  this  country  was  received  at 
Vienna,  also  the  overture  itself,  and  the 
judgment  pronounced  upon  it  by  the 
Allied  Sovereigns.  He  trusted,  therefore^ 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  and  the 
House,  when  they  had  examined  those 
papers,  would  be  satis6ed  that  every 
means  had  been  afforded  for  enabling 
them  to  form  a  correct  and  decisire 
opinion. 

Mr.  WhUbread  said,  that  as  an  act  of 
courtesy  it  might  have  been  expected 
from  the  noble  lord,  that  he  would  have 
given  some  hint  as  to  the  nature  of  the 
vote  he  meant  to  propose  to  the  House 
to-morrow ;  bot  the  whole  strain  of  the 
noble  lord's  observations  were,  as  usual, 
ambiguous;  nor  could  he  infer  from  the. 
Message,  which  was  equally  ambiguous, 
whether  the  country,  at  this  moment,  was 
to  be  considered  as  in  a  state  of  war,  or 
in  that  condition  of  armed  peace  in  which 
it  had  been  for  some  time  past.  Now, 
with  regard  to  the  papers  in  the  hands  of 
the  noble  lord,  which  be  represented  as 
containing  the  fullest  information  that 
could  be  required  upon  all  the  points  con« 
nected  with  this  important  question,  he 
had  been  informed,  only  a  few  boors 
since,  that  the  noble  lord  was  not  in  pos- 
session of  the  ratification  of  the  Treaty  by 
all  the  Allied  Powers.  Probably  in  the 
interval  between  his  receiving  that  infor- 
mation, and  the  ftioment  at  which  he  was 
speaking,  it  might  have  arrived.  He  al- 
luded to  the  ratification  by  Austria,    If  it 
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had  arrived,  it  was  of  course  included 
among  the  papers  ordered  to  be  pre- 
sented ;  but  if  it  was  not  among  them,  it 
was  surely  an  important  omission.  It 
might  have  been  ezpVicted,  also,  in  the 
fulness  of  that  information  which  the 
aoble  lord  bad  announced,  to  have  found 
among  those  papers,  a  treaty  or  agree* 
ment,  concluded  at  Vienna  between  the 
Allied  Powers,  and  referred  to  in  the  very 
first  article  of  the  Treaty  signed  on  the 
<5th  of  March/  without  which  Treaty  it 
would  bt  impossible  for  the  House  to 
come  to  a  thorough  examination  of  the 
whole  subject.  He  hoped  ihe  noble  lord 
would  inform  the  House  whether  that 
Treaty  was  among  the  papers,  or  whether 
It  was  one  which  could  be  communicatecf 
to  Parliament. 

Lord  Cnttiereagh  said,  that  he  was  dis- 
posed to  give  every  information  as  to  the 
course  be  intended  to  pursue  on  the  fol- 
lowing day,  which  could  be  imparted,, 
without  drawing  on,  inconveniently  and 
by  anticipation,  a  discussion  of  the  ge- 
neral question.  He  had  no  objection, 
therefore,  to  state,  that  the  Address  which 


this  country.  He  considered  it,  however^ 
in  every  respect  to  be  as  formal  and  ao- 
thentic  an  instroment,  as  if  the  ratificatioa 
had  kMen  regalariy  exchanged. 

Mr.  H^hiikread  aaid,  he  supposed  be 
might  take  it  for  granted  that  not  tba 
smallest  doubt  exialed  in  the  noble  lord's 
mind  as  to  the  fact  of  the  formal  ratiflica- 
lion  of  the  Treaty  by  Aasiriaj  though  it  had 
not  yet  arrived—- [Hear,  bear  !  from  lord 
Castlereagb].  He  could  not  help  re- 
marking, howeverji  how  easily  any  little 
informalities  were  got  over  by  the  noble 
lord,  when  be  was  willing  tocommunicate 
a  document,  and  how  insuperable  they 
were  if  an  informal  instrument  hap(>enea 
to  be  moved  for  by  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House— [Hear,  hear !].  He  supposed 
there  was  as  little  doubt  ta  tbe  mind  of  the 
noble  lord  with  respect  to  the  other 
Treaty  coocluded  by  tbe  Allies,  and 
which,  as  he  before  observed,  was  re* 
ferred  to  in  the  6rst  article  of  that  of  tbe 
23ih  of  March,  though  perhaps  it  bad 
not  yet  been  ratified.  >  If;  however,  the 
noble  lord,  in  the  same  spirit  of  concilia- 
tion, would  consent  to  lay  that  unratified 


he  should  propose  would  simply  echo  the  1  Treaty  also  before  tlie  House,  .or  tbe  sub« 
aentiaients  of  the  Messay^e,  and  give  an  ^  stance  of  it  at  least,  tbey  would  then  be 


assurance  to  his  Royal  Highness  of  the 
support  of  Parliament,  in  the  measures 
which  he  might  think  it  necessary  to 
pursue,  in  concert  #ith  his  Allies,  and  in 
▼irtue  of  the  treaties  concluded  with  them. 
But,  in  taking  tbe  sense  of  the  House  upon 
that  Address,  he  did  not  mean  to  obtain 
from  it  any  vote,  pledging  it  to  an  appro* 
bation  of  the  sosidiary  arrarrgements. 
The  vote  of  to-morrow  would  be  taken 
vppn  the  broad  principle  embraced  in  the 
Message,  that  of  opposing  the  pretensions 
of  the  common  enemy/  as  hostile  to  the 
repose  and  seenrity  of  Europe,  witbout 
aniering  into  any  of  tbe  details  compre- 
hended in  tbe  subsidiary  engagements* 
(The  noble  lord  here  sat  down,  when  Mr. 
Whitbread  reminded  him  that  he  had  not 
replied  to  the  other  questions  which  he 
asLed.  Lord  Castlereagb  then  continued.) 
— >With  respect  to  tbe  Austrian  ratifica- 
tion, it  certainly  had  not  been  received, 
and  of  course  was  not  yet  exchanged; 
hut  the  h<Hi..  member  would  see  from  the 
correspondence  now  laid  upon  tbe  table, 
that  the  complete  and  unqualified  assent 
of  Austria  had  been  given  to  all  the  stipu^ 
latiens  of  tbe  Treaty,  and  the  cause  of  its 
delay  was  merely  ministerial,  from  certain 
formalities  and  ceremonies  which  were 
■ccaasary  before  it  coald  be  expedited  to 


in  possession  of  all  tbe  information  which 
was  necessary,  as  far  as  he  was  aware,  to 
form  a  correct  judgment;  bdt  if  not, 
there  would  be  this  remarkable  singularity 
in  their  proceedings;  they  would  be 
called  upon  to  approve  a  ratified  Treaty, 
which  commenced  with  giving  its  sanc- 
tion lo  an  unratified  Treaty,  and  which 
unratified  Treaty  could  not  be  exhibited 
either  in  toio  or  in  sobstance  to  the  House, 
fturely  the  noble  lord  might  get  over  tbe 
difficulty  in  the  one  case  as  easily  as  he 
had  in  the  other^  and  at  least  lay  the  sub- 
stance of  that  Treaty  upon  the  table. 
The  noble  lord  had  not  satisfied  him 
either  as  to  the  nature  of  the  Address  he 
meant  to  propose,  or  tbe  vote  he  intended 
Co  move  for.  It  was  a  very  simple  an- 
swer which  he  wished  to  obtain*  He 
wished  to  know  whether  the  'Address 
would  be  considered  as  declaratory  of  the 
commencement  of  offensive  war  against 
France,  or  only  as  a  preliminary  proceed- 
ing authorizing  offensive  war  whenever 
the  Allied  Powers  sboold  see  fit  to 
begin  it? 

Lord  Casilcrea^  said,  tbe  hon.  member 
was  under  a  complete  misconception  as 
to  the  transactions  at  Vienna.  If  any 
treaty  had  been  signed  'by  tbe  plenipoten- 
tiaries there,  previoiisly  to  the  IVcaty  of 


01]         PrpMe  Regmf?$.Ummei  nimimg  to  Prance.        Mat  2%  1815. 


[9Qf 


tie  25th  of  M«rcb,  it  might  ondouhtedly 
e  in  a  cooditi4Ni  fit  to  lay  before  Parlia- 
lentt  either  in  rabttaocc  or  foraially; 
)Ot»  in  point  of  faot^  no  «ach  treaty  Md 
ver  beon  signed  there.    The  deltbcra- 
ions  at  Congress  had  oetainly  proceeded, 
ad   the   plenipotentiaries  had  signed  ( 
irotocol  of  those  proceedings*  which  was 
he  only  instrument  referred  to  by  the 
irst  article  of  the  Treaty  of  the  25ih  of 
Vlarch.     The  engageosents  contracte<l  by 
bat  instramenty  were  engagemants  of  ho- 
lour  and' good  fiaith,  and  so  far  certaiqiy 
hey  were  binding  apon  the  parties :  but 
hey  were  capable  of  revision  if  circum- 
taiices  should  require  it»  and  were  not 
considered  as  having  that  solemn  character 
fhirh    belonged    to    a    treaty  formally 
igned.  ratified,  and  exchanged.    He  could 
i8<iure  tbo  boo.  gentleman  there  was  no 
reaty  in  existence  signed  at  Vienna  pre* 
nqusly  to  the  !25th  of  March,  that  could 
)e  submitted  to  Parliament.    With  respect 
o  the  explanation  which  be  had   given 
if  the  coane  be  meant  to  pursue  to> 
narrow,  he  stated  that  it  was  bis  intention 
o  call  upon  the  House  to  vote  an  Address 
upporting  the  Crown  in  those  engage* 
nenu  it  bad  contracted  with  its  Allies,  for 
he  purpose  of  maintaining  the  cause  of 
Surope  in  concert  with  them,  against  the 
(ITorts  of  the  common  enemy.    That  Ad- 
Iress^  therefore*  might  bo  considered  as 
ronducting  to  a  state  of  hostilities  against 
)oonapart6  and  thpso  who   adhered  to 
lim;  bat  with  regasd  to  any  particular 
nstroctions  which  might  have  been  issued 
0  our  naval  and  military  commanders,  he 
rusted   the  hoo.    gentleman  would   feel 
hat  it  was  not  now  a  proper  time  for  of* 
ering  any  explanation  upon  that  subject. 
Mr.  Whuhrtad  said,  bis  question  did  aot 
>oint    to  any  such  informatioo.     With 
egpect  to  formalities,  in  reference  to  the 
Treaty,  or  arrangement,  or  whatever  it 
night  be  called,  entered  into  by  the  pie* 
lipotentiaries  •  at  Vienna,  he   would  just 
ead  the  first  article  of  the  Treaty  signed 
m  the  25th  of  March  >^"  The  high  con- 
racting  parties  solemnly  engege  to  unite 


which  were  binding  and  conclusive,  and 
not  to  such  as  were  still  subject  to  revision 
and  alteration  ?  But  the  noble  lord  had 
told    the  Houae^   that    the   Allied 


now 


Powers,  in  the  axercise  of  those  attiibuteo 
which  belonged  to  sovereigns,  were  still 
at  liberty  to  change  and  modify  thoao 
stipulations. 

Mr.  Tiemty  observed,  that  be  under^^ 
stood  the  noble  lord  as  intending  to  call 
upon  the  House  to  vote  their  approbatioD 
of  the  Treaties  laid  before  them.  If  so, 
be  most  remark,  that  in  the  Treaty  of  the 
25ih  of  March  there  was  a  direct  recog« 
nition  of  certain  stipulations  entered  into 
and  signed  by  the  plenipotentiaries  at 
Vienna,  Now,  how  wu  it  possible  fof 
the  Hooae  to  approve  of  a  IVeaty  con- 
taining such  a  clause,  without  knowing  t* 
what  it  referred  ?  If  the  noble  lord  would 
explain  that  circumstance  in  any  way 
that  should  appear  satisfactory  to  tho 
Hoose,  he  would  be  contenud.  Tbera 
was  another  point  also,  upon  which,  per- 
haps, the  noble  lord  would  be  candid 
enough  to  give  some  information ;  ho 
meant,  as  to  the  amount  of  subsidy  whidi 
it  was  Intended  to  propose. 

Lord  C&stiereagk  replied,  that  with  re* 
spect  to  the  latter  question  of  the  right 
hon.  geotleman,  he  would  find  an  answer 
to  it  in  the  Papers  about  to  be  kid  apoQ 
the  table ;  and  as  to  the  others,  he  ap» 
prehended  be  bad  already  given  a  aM>ra 
precise  notice  of  his  motion  than  wu  cue* 
tomary.  Any  further  explanation  of  it 
would  be,  he  conceived,  not  only  oneeoal» 
but  derogatory  to  the  character  and  prac* 
tice  of  Parliament.  It  could  only  tend  t» 
force  on  the  question  prematurely. 

Mr.  Tiemey  said,  be  was  not  endeavour* 
ing  to  force  oo  a  discusaion.  He  only 
wished  to  know  upon  what  grounds  the 
proceedings  of  to-morrow  were  to  stand  ? 
Lord  (^Mtier€0gk  replied,  that  he  kad 
most  distinctly  stated,  that  it  was  not  hia 
intention  to  call  upon  the  Hoose  for  any 
opinion  on  the  Treaties  submitted  to  it,  but 
merely  to  a  general  assurance  of  their  sap* 
port  in  the  war  which  was  likely  to  ensue* 


he  resources  of  their  respective  states,        Mr.  Tien^  said,  that  now  they  were 
or  the  purpose  of  maintaining  entire  the    told  they  were  only  to  return  an  answer 


ronditioas  of  the  Treaty  of  peace,  con< 
luded  at  Paris  on  the  SOih  of  May,  1814, 
is  also  the  stipulations  determined  upon 
ind  signed  at  the  Congress  of  Vienna, 
vith  a  view  to  complete  the  dispositions  of 
hat  Treaty,''  &c.  Would  not  any  com* 
noQ  person  raiding  those  words,  think 
hat  they  refenrad  to  semo  atipolations 


to  the  Message,  setting  ajitde  both  the  sub* 
sidiary  Treaties  and  the  Treaty  of  the  25th 
of  March.  Would  the  noble  lord  bo 
pleaded  to  explain  himself  in  one  word-** 
without  any  parenthesis  ?  {A  laugh !] 

Lord  Casthereagh  returned  no  answer; 
and  the  question  was  accordingly  poly  and 
carried  in  ihoaffirmativou 
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TrBATIBS  with  TBS  ALLIES   SIGNBD    AT 

Vienna,  25th  Maech  1815.]  Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh  presented  to  the  House,  by  com- 
mand of  the  Prince  Regent,  Copies  of  the 
Treaties  between  his  Britannic  Majesty, 
the  Emperor  of  Russia,  and  the  King  of 
Prussia,  signed  at  Vienna,  25tb  March 
J  8 15.    The  following  is  a  Copy  of  the 

Teeatt  between  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty AND  HIS  Majesty  the  Em- 
peror OF  all  the  Russias,  signed 
at  Vienna,  25th  March,  1815. 

In  the  name  of  the  most  holy  and  un* 
divided  Trinity. 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Grreat  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  ail  the 
Rassias,  having  taken  into  consideration 
the  consequences  which  the  invasion  of 
France  by  Napoleon  Buonaparte,  and  the ' 
actual  situation  of  that  kingdom,  may  pro- 
duce with  respect  to  the  satetv  of  Europe  ; 
have  resolved,  in  conjunction  with  his 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  King  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia,  and  his  Majesty 
the  King  of  Prussia,  to  apply  to  that  im- 
portant circumstance  the  principles  con- 
secrated by  the  Treaty  of  Chaumont. 

They  have  consequently  resolved  to 
renew,  by  a  solemn  Treaty  signed  sepa- 
rately by  each  of  the  four  Powers  with 
each  of  the  three  others,  the  engagement 
to  preserve  against  every  attack,  the  order 
of  things  so  happily  established  in  Europe, 
and  to  determine  upon  the  most  effectual 
means  of  fulfilling  that  engagement,  as 
well  at  of  giving  it  all  the  extension  which 
the  present  circumstances  so  imperiously 
call  for. 

For  that  purpose  his  Majesty  the  King 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  has  named,  to  discuss,  con- 
clude, and  sign  the  conditions  of  the  pre- 
sent Treaty  with  his  Majesty  the  Emperor 
of  all  the  Russias,  Arthur  Wellesley,  Duke, 
Marquis,  and  Earl  of  Wellington,  Mar- 
quis Douro,  Viscount  Wellington  of  Tata- 
vera  and  of  Wellington,  and  Bacon  Douro 
of  Wellesley,  a  Peer  of  the  Parliament  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  one  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty's most  honourable  Privy  Council, 
Field  Marshal  of  his  Forces,  Colonel  of 
the  Royal.  Regiment  of  Horse  Guards, 
Knight  of  the  most  noble  Order  of  tbfe 
Garter,  and  Grand  Cross  of  the  most  noble 
Military  Order  of  the  Bath,  Duke  of 
Ciodad  Rodrigo,  a  GraAdee  of  Spain  of 
the  First  Claas,  Duke  of  VittorWi  Marquis 
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of  Torres  Vedras  and  Count  of  Vimiera  iri 
Portugal,  Knight  of  the  moat  illustrious 
Order  of  the  Gk>lden  Fleece  of  Spain,  -of 
>he  Military  Order  of  St.  Ferdinand, 
Grand  Cross  of  the  Imperial  Military- 
Order  of  Maria  Theresa,  of  the  Imperial 
Russian  Order  of  St.  George,  of  the  Por«^ 
tuguese  Order  of  the  Tower  and  Si^ord,  of 
the  Swedish  Order  of  the  Sword,  his 
Britannic  Majesty's  Ambassador  Extraor- 
dinary  and  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Most 
Christian  King,  and  his  First  Plenipoten- 
tiary to  the  Congress  at  Vienna :  and  hi» 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Russias 
having  appointed  on  his  part,  the  Sieur 
Andrew  Count  Rasoumoiisky,  his  actual 
Privy  Councillor,  Knight  of  tbe  Orders  of 
St.  Andrew,  and  of  St.  Alexander  Newsky, 
Grand  Cross  of  that  of  St.  Wolodimir  of 
the  First  Class;  and  the  Sieur  Charles 
Robert  Count  de  Nesselrode,  his  -Privy 
Councillor,  actual  Chamberlain,  Secretary 
of  State,  Knight  of  the  Order  of  St.  Alex- 
ander Newsky,  .Grand  Cross  of  that  off 
St.  Wolodimir  of  the  Second  Class,  Knight 
of  the  Supreme  Order  of  the  Annuncia- 
tion, Grand  Cross  of  Leopold  of  Austria, 
of  the  Red  Eagle  of  Russia,  of  the  Polar 
Star  of  Sweden,  and  of  the  Golden  Croat 
of  Wurtemberg. 

Art.  1.  The  High  Contracting  Parties 
above  ,  mentioned,  solemnly  engage  to 
unite  the  resources  of  their  respective 
States  for  the  purpose  of  maintainmg  en- 
tire the  conditions  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
concluded  at  Paris  tbe  30th  of  May,  1 844; 
as  also,  the  stipulations  determined  upon 
and  signed  at  the  Congress  of  Vienna, 
with  the  view  to  complete  the  dispositions 
of  that  Treaty,  to  preserve  tbera  against 
all  infringement,  and  particularly  against 
the  designs  of  Napoleon  Buonaparte.  For 
this  purpose  they  engage,  in  the  spirit  of 
the  Declaration  of  the  13th  of  March  last, 
to  direct,  in  common  and  with  one  accord, 
should  tbe  case  require  it,  all  their  efibrts 
against  him,  and  against  all  those  who 
should  already  have  joined  his  faction,  or 
shall  hereafter  join  it,  in  order  to  force 
him  to  desist  from  his  projects,  and  to 
render  him  unable  to  disturb  in  future  the 
tranquillity  of  Europe,  and  the  general 
Peace,  under  the  protection  of  which 
the  rights,  the  liberty,  and  independence 
of  nations  had  been  recently  placed  and 
secured. 

Art.  2.  Although  the  means  destined 
for  the  attainment  of  so  great  and  salutary* 
an  object,  ought  not  to  be  subjected  to 
liiniution,  and  aithoogh  tbe  Higb  Coom 
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^ciin^  Parlief  »re  resolved  to  devote 
ereio  all  those  means  which*  in  their  re- 
leciive  sitoatioosy  they  are  enabled  to 
ispoae  of,  they  have  nevertheless  agreed 
>  keep  constantly  in  the  field,  each*  a 
>rce  of  1 50,000  men  complete,  inclnding 
avalry  in  the  proportion  of  at  least  one* 
enth,  and  a  jast  proportion  of  artillery, 
loi  reckoDing  garrisons ;  and  to  employ 
he  aame  actively  and  conjointly  against 
he  common  enemy. 

Art.  3.  The  High  Contracting  Parties 
'cciprocally  engage  not  to  lay  down  their 
arma  but  by  common  consent,  nor  before 
Lhe  object  of  the  war,  designated  in  the 
first  Article  of  the  present  Treaty,  shall 
have  been  attained ;  nor  antil  Buonaparte 
ahall  have  been  rendered  absolately  un- 
able to  create  distarbance,  and  to  renew 
his  attempts  for  possessing  himself  of  the 
aupreme  power  in  France. 

Art.  4.  The  present  Treaty  bein^  prin- 
cipally applicable  to  the  present  circam- 
stances,  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty  of 
Chanmont,  and  particularly  those  con- 
tained in  the  l6ih  Article  of  the  same, 
ahall  be  again  in  force,  as  soon  as  the  ob- 
ject actually  in  view  shall  have  been  at- 
tained. 

Art.  5.  Whatever  relates  to  the  com- 
bined armies,  to  supplies,  3tc.  shall  be 
regulated  bv  a  particular  Convention* 

Art.  6.  The  High  Contracting  Parties 
shall  be  allowed  respectively  to  accredit 
to  the  generals  commanding  their  armies, 
officers,  w,ho  shall  have  the  liberty  of 
corresponding  with  their  governments, 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  information  of 
military  events,  and  of  every  thing  relating 
to  the  operations  of  the  armies. 

Art.  7.  The  engagements  entered  into 
by  the  present  Treaty,  having  for  their 
object  the  maintenance  of  the  general 
peace>  the  High  Contracting  Parties  agree 
to  invite  all  the  Powers  of  Europe  to  accede 
to  the  same* 

Art.  8.  The  present  Treaty  having  no 
other  end  in  view  but  to  support  France,  or 
any  other  country  which  may  be  invaded, 
against  the  enterprizes  of  Buottap^t4  and 
hiB  adherents,'  his  Most  Christian  Majesty 
ihali  be  ipecialhr  invited  to  accede  here- 
unto; and,  in  the  event  of  his  Majesty's 
requiring  the  forces  stipulated  in  the 
second  Article,  to  maki  known  what  as- 
sistance circumstances  will  allow  him  to 
bring  forward  in  the  furtherance  of  the 
object  of  the  present  Treaty. 

Art.  Q.  The  present  Treaty  shall    be 
ratified,  and  the  ratification  exchanged 
(VOLXXXt) 
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in  two  months,  or  sooner  if  possible.-— 
In  faith  whereof,  the  respective  plenipo- 
tentiaries hate  signed  it,  and  affixed 
thereto  the  impression  of  their  arms. 

Done  at  Vienna^  the  2^th  of  March, 
1815. 

Weluncton. 

Lb  Comtb  db  Rasovmoffsxt. 

Lb  Comtb  db  Nbssbuiodb. 

Sbpaeatx  and  additional  Abticlb. 

As  circumstances  might  prevent  hie 
Majesty  the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  from  keeping 
constantly  in  the  field  the  number  of 
troops  specified  in  the  second  Article,  it 
is  agreed,  that  his  Britannic  Majesty  shall 
have  the  option,  either  of  furnishing  his 
contingent  in  men«  or  of  paying  at  the 
rate  of  SOL  sterling  per  annum  for  each 
cavalry  soldier,  and  20/.  per  annum  for 
each  infantry  soldier,  that  may  be  want- 
ing to  complete  the  number  stipulated  in 
the  second  Article* 

The  present  additional  and  separate 
Article  shall  have  the  same  force  and 
effect  as  if  it  were  inserted  word  for  word 
in  the  Treaty  of  this  day.  It  shall  be 
ratified,  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  ex- 
changed at  the  same  time. 

In  faith  whereof,  the  respective  pleni* 
potentiaries  have  signed  it,  and  have 
affixed  thereto  the  impression  of  their 
arms. 

Done  atVienna«,  the  25  th  of  Marcb« 
1815. 

Wbllinoton. 

Lb  Comtb  db  Rasovmofpskv. 

Lb  Comtb  db 'Nbssblbodb. 

Dbclabation. 

The  undersigned,  on  the  exchange  of 
Ae  ratifications  of  the  Treaty  of  the  25th 
of  March  last,  on  the  part  of  his  Court,  is 
hereby  commanded  to  declare,  that  the 
eighth  Article  of  the  said  Treaty,  wherein 
his  Most  Christian  Majesty  is  invited  to 
accede,  under  certain  stipulations,  is  to 
be  understood  as  binding  the  Contracting 
Parties,  upon  principles  of  mutual  secu- 
rity, to  a  common  effort  against  the  power 
of  Napoleon  Buonaparte,  in  pursuance  o£ 
the  third  Article  or  the  said  Treaty  ;  but 
is  not  to  be  understood  as  binding  hia 
Britannic  Majesty  to  prosecute  the  war^ 
with  a  view  of  imposing  upon  France  any 
particular  government. 

However  solicitous  the  Prince  Regent 
must  be  to  see  his  Most  Christian  Miyesty 
restored   to   the   throne^    and  bowevisr 
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snitt^l  he  it  to  emlftbtitei  in  conjdilcUoii 
trith  bh  AlWti,  to  to  ftospiciotka  to  erent ; 
lie  netertbeless  de^knshimlfelf.  called  upon 
to  maki;  Ihid  DecltrtiAioii,  on  the  eicchftiige 
•f  the  Rktifle^^ntr,  as  well  In  considera- 
tion  of  what  is  due  to  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty's  interests  in  Frttice,  as  in  con- 
forAHty  tb  the  principles  upon  which  the 
British  fSoveniflient  has  tavurikbly  regu* 
lated  its  condact. 

Foreign  Office,  May  18,  1815. 

Additional  Convention  (concluded  at 
Vienna,  April  SO,  1815)  to  the  Treaty 
between  bis  Britannic  Majesty  and  his 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  ail  the  Ruasias. 
iSigned  March  25,  1815* 

bis  MajMy  tfke  King  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Bl'itain  and  Irislandi 
And  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  ^11  the 
K^sfttfts,  hiving  agreed  by  common  con* 
ient  to  regohit^,  by  meins  of  a  particolar 
Convention,  which  shall  be  added  In  the 
fbViift  of  M  Additional  Articfe  to  the 
tfe^if  concluded  at  Vienna  the  ^5th  of 
AfftY-cb,  the  arrangbMenu  which  have  been 
judged 'necessary  to  give  to  the  sti6uIations 
<ff  the  said  iVeaty  all  the  effect  requisite 
for  the  attainment  of  the  great  tnd  noble 
end  i^hich 'their  %aid  Majestji^s  h^ve  pro- 
posed tb  pursue,  have  named.  In  6rder  to 
dilicfAs,'  Settle,  aAd  sign  t!he  coiidhi6ns  of 
the  present  Convention,  his  Majesty  tJie 
King  of  Or^iit  Britain  and  fretand,  the 
right  hon.  Richard  Le  Poer  Ti'ench,  EaVl 
of  Clancarty,  Viscount  Donlo',  Bkton  Kil- 
connel,  6iie  of  bTs  |\^tijesty'ft  vdoiX  honour- 
able Privjr  Council  in  GreAt  briCain  and 
also  in  Ireland,  President  of  the  Committee 
of  Privy  Council  Tbr  tb^  Affairs  of  Trade 
and  Plantaiibns,  Joint  {^bstmteter-General 
in  Great  Britain,  Colnnel  of  the  Qaliray' 
regtihent  ef  teilitin.  Knight  Grand  Cross 
of  the  mbst  honbnrable  €?der  of  the  Bath, 
tfnd  one  of  his  Majesty's  Pfenipotentiarfes 
itt  the  Congress :  and  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  all  the  Rusaias,  Andifew  Count 
Jtasoomofisky,  hisPriyy  Cotinsellor,Kniffht 
of  the  Orders  of  St.  Andrew,  httd  of  St. 
Alexander  Newsky,  Grand  Crois  of  that 
of  St.  Wlodimir  of  the  First  Chks,  tod 
his  Plenlpocentiary  at  the  Congress ;  and 
dfaarles  Robert  Count  of  Nekselrbde,  hift 
PHvy  Counaellori  Chamberlain,  Secretary 
<tf  State,  Knight  of  the  Ordiers  of  St. 
Alexander  Newsky,  Grand  Cress  of  that 
of  St.  Wlodimilr  of  the  Second  Cite, 
Koight  of  tfie  Supreme  Order  de  I'Annon- 
tfitrtfei  Grand  Crom  oTtfae  Order  of  Lebpold 
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of  Austria,  of  the  Red  Eisgle  of  Pl-ussia, 
the  Polar  Star  of  Sweden,  and  of  the 
Golden  Eagle  of  Wortemburg,  and  hla 
PlenipoteniiikT^  at  the  Congress  :  tirhb, 
after  having  exchanged  their  full  powers, 
found  to  be  in  doe  and  proper  fbtm,  hive 
agreed  upon  the  following 

Article—- His  Britannk  majesty  ^la^^^^t 
to  fornish  a  subsidy  of  five  millrons  ster- 
ling, for  the  service  of  tb%  year  ending  on 
the  1st  of  April,  1816,  to  be  divided  in 
equal  proportions  amonpt  the  three 
Poivers,  namely,  between  bis  Majesiy  the 
Emperor  of  all  the  Rottslas,  his  Majesty 
the  Emperor  of  Aostrta,  King  of  Hungary 
and  of  Bohemia,  and  his  Majesty  the  King 
of  Prussia.  The  subsidy  above  stipulated 
of  five  millions  sterling,  shall  be  paid  in 
Londoti  by  monthly  instatmenis  and  in 
equal  proportions,  to  the  ministers  of  the 
respective  Powers,  duly  authorized  to  re- 
ceive the  same.  The  first  payment  thereof 
to  become  diie  on  the  1st  day  of  May 
next,  and  to  be  made  immediately  upon 
thl6  exchange  of  the  ratifitr^tions  of  thh 
present  additional  Convention,  fn  case 
peace  should  taVejrf&cb,  or  be  sign'^d  bie« 
ttreen  the  AHied  rbwferft  and  France,  be* 
fore  the  expiration  of  the  said  year,  the 
subsidy  calctilated  u)^  the  stale  of  five 
million^  sterling,  shall  be  paid  op  to  the 
end  of  the  month,  in  Which  the  Definitive 
Treaty  shall  have  been  sighed ;  iini^  hia 
Britannic  Majesty  pn)mrse^fn  ftdditin^n,  to 
p^y  to  Rostrra  four  months,  and  to  Aastrlft 
and  to  Prussia  two  months  ov^r  dtid  abovb 
the  sttpulaCed  subsidy,  to  cevek'  the  ct- 
pten^s  of  the  return  of  their  irnops  within 
thefr^i^  (rotitlers. 

The  present  ftdditiortal  Ctfnyenttoh' 
shall  have  the  same  force  and  eA'eet  ai  if  it. 
were  inserted  Word  for  Wdrd  in  the  Treaty  « 
ofrhe^th  of  March. 

It  shtill  be  ratified,  and  the  ratifications 
shall  ht  exchan^d  fts  koon  as  possible. 

In  faith  of  which  the  respective  Pleni- 
pofenfiairleft  have  signed  it,  add  hftVe 
afflxiid  thereunto  the  seals  of  tb^ir  arms. 

Bone  at  Viehnk,  this  30(h  d^y  6f  Aprils 
in  the  year  6f  out-  Lord,  1815. 

CLAlSlCXRtY. 

,  La  CoMTB  t>fi  RasovmovfsrV. 
Lfi  CotetB  DB  Kbssblrode. 
[The  Treaty  with  the  King  of  Prussia 
is  eooch^d  in  the  skme  term^as  the  above, 
and  la  si^ed  ^  Wellington,  Le  l^rince  de 
Hfttdenbetgh,  Le  bardb  tit  Humboldt :'' 
the  Addition&l  Cdnventibn  is  sighed, 
**  Claneany,  Le  Prince  de  Hard^iiber^b^ 
Le  Baron  04  Ifamtmldt.''] 
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Caatlereagh  pr«i«i4c(l  tbii  foUowiHi  Pa* 

?eri  to  Uk«  HouM  by  cfffmin^  of  ik« 
'r^ice  R«geat : 

No.  !•  Letter  from  M.  de  Caalaincourt 
to  viscoQDt  Castlereagb,  dated  Parisi 
April  4,  1815. 

Sly  Lord ; — Tb^  n%p»^t4^\om  vhicb  in* 
dacad  bis  Majesty  tbt  Eaupiiirar,  my 
augun  SoYereiga,  to  ^bmit  to  tbegreataai 
sai;rificeflii  ba?e  not  beaa  folfiUed ;  Fraate 
iiaa  qoii  recaivad  the  prica  of  Uia  davolioo 
of  it9  Afooarcb:  hir  h^pm  have  baan 
laootfatf^y  de«aivad.  Aftar  aama  nmalba 
of  pftioful  reatraiDtf  bar  laiitiiaaa^y  coo* 
ceaM  witb  ragrat,  bava  at  lenglb  siani* 
iaatad  ibfoifalvaa  iq  an  aytnaordiuary 
ipaoaer:  by  ao  oDifena)  andippataoaoas 
impolsa*  aba  baa  4eclare4  at  bar  daiitafaff 
the  aaaoji  from  whoa^akiia  aba  can  ai^paet 
tbe  giurantee  of  bar  iibfrtkM  aad  indepan- 
de^ce.  The  Emparor  ba*  appaarcd^  tba 
Royal  Tbrone  baa  faliaQj  aad  tbe  Botubon 
Faa^ily  bava  quitted  oar  tarr»tary«  «itb« 
out  ona  drop  of  blaod  baving  bean  abed 
for  their  del'ence.  Boroa  apoa  tba  araia 
of  U'li  people,  hit  Majaat^  baa  traaoraed 
France,  from  the  point  of  the  coaat  at 
which  he  at  firtt  touched  tbe  groundt  aa 
far  ai  tbe  centre  uf  bia  capital,  af<an  to 
that  residieace  which  ia  now  agaia*  aa  are 
all. French  bearta«  filled  with  oar  dearaat 
remeoibranceat  No  obataclea  have  de* 
layed  hia  Majeaty'a  triaaipbal  progreaa : 
from  tbe  instant  of  hia  re-<landing  upon 
French  ground,  he  reaumed  tbe  govern- 
ment of  bia  Empire.  Scafceiy  doea  hia 
first  reigo  appear  to  bava  baen  for  an  in- 
stant interrupted.  Every  generoua  paa- 
aion,  every  liberal  thought^  hat  rallied 
aroood  hio] ;  never  did  any  nation  pre- 
aent  a  spectacle,  of  mare  awful  unaniaaity. 

llie  report  of  tbia  great  avaot  will  have 
reached  your  lacdabipw  I  aoi  cammandad 
to  anaounce  it. to  you,  in  the  naane  of  tbe 
Eopperar.  and  ta  raqueat  yon  wHl  convey 
this  Declaration  to  tbe  kaowledga  of  hia 
Majasty  tba  King  of  Graat  Britain,  your 
au|[uat  Mattar. 

Ihii  rastoratien  of  tba  Enperor  ta  tbe 
tbrnna  of  Frani;e  as  for  him  tbe  noat  bril- 
liant pf  bia  trittflipha.  Hia  Maieaty  ptidea 
biiMetf,  above  all,  ^n  the  i^effaetictt  that 
be  pwaa  it  entirely  to  tbe  iova  nf  the 
Franab  people;  and  he  has  no  other  wiah, 
Iban  la  repay  eucb  aflESM:tiona  no  longer 
by  tba  Mrapbias  of  vaitt  aaabitinn,  but  by 
all  the  fdaaatages  of  an  bnnoprabia  xepaae, 
tyid  by  ait  iba  blaiiingf  nf  m  baHiy  uan- 
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qniUity.  It  it  to  tbe  daiaiiaD  of  peeca 
that  tba  Evpainr  looka  forward  kur  tba 
accopipfiabniant  of  bia  aobleat  intenttoof* 
With  a  diapoaition  to  rof  pact  tbe  rigblM  of 
other  nations,  hit  Mi^esty  bat  tbe  pT^aiinf 
hope,  that  those  of  tbe  French  nation  will 
remain  inviolate. 

Tbe  maintenance  of  this  precipps  deposit 
is  tba  firal»  aa  it  is  tbe  dearest  of  his  duties. 
The  quiet  of  tba  world  ia  for  a  long  time 
aassfed^  if  all  tba  iMber  Sovareigna  are 
dispopedt  at  bis  Majesty  is,  to  make  their 
boaour  conaiat  in  the'  praaervation  of  peace, 
by  placing  peace  under  tbe  aafegoard  of 
honour. 

Such  are*  my  lord,  the  aentimenta  with 
which  hia  Majeaty  ia  aincerely  animated, 
aiui  which  be  baa  commanded  roe  to  make 
known  to  your  Govarnment.  1  bava  tba 
honour,  3tc. 

CaulaincovrTi  Doc  de  Vicencb. 

No.  2.  Letter  fronv  M.  Caulaincourt  to 
viscount  Caatlereagh,  dated  Paris,  April 
4,  1815. 

My  Lord ; — ^The  Emperor  was  apxiouf 
to  express  directly  to  bis  royal  highneasthe 
Prince  Regent,  tbe septimenta  which  inspire 
him,  and  to  make  known  to  him  the  bigb 
value  which  he  places  on  the  maintenance 
of  the  peace  happily  existing  between' thf 
two  countries.  I  am  commanded,  in  con- 
sequence, my  lord,  to  address  to  you  thf 
annexed  letter,  and  tp  .beg  your  epccel- 
lency  to  present  it  to  bis  Roy^l  Highnpsa. 

The  tir&i  wish  of  the  Emperor  beings 
that  the  reppse  of  Europe  should  remain 
inviolate,  bis  Majesty  has  b^en  a.nxipus  to 
manifest  this  disposition  to  the  Sovf  reiguf 
who  are  still  assembled  at  Vienna,  and  to 
all  other  Sovereigns.  J  have  tbe  b^mcuir 
to  be,  &c. 

CAULAINCOUaT|  QuC  ^9  VlCENCa. 

No.  IIL    letter   from  ViaQoput  Caadar 
rftagb  tp  M.  Caulaipcopf  t. 

fiawnk^'itreeif  Jprii  8, 1 8 1 5. 

Sir — I  have  been  honoured  prith  two 
lotlera  firsun  your  pxecUency  bearing  date 
tba  4ih  instant  from  Paris,  one  of  them 
anvering  a  letter  addrasaad  to  hia  royal 
bifbness  tba  Prmca  Begent. 

1  am  to  acquaint  yoar  excellency,  that 
the  Prince  Regent  has  deoBned  receiving 
tba  letter  addressed  to  him ;  and  has,  at 
the  same  time,  given  ma  bis  orders  to 
transmit  the  ieHars  addressed  by  your 
excellency  to  me,  to  Vienna,  for  tbe  in- 
forsaatipn  and  consideration  of  tbe  Allied 
Sevpraigns  and  planipotantiasies  there 
aemblad*    I  am,  Au;,       CASTLaRKAGH, 


*» 
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COBRBSPONDENCE  ON  ALLIANCE  AGAINST 

FftANCB.I  Lord  Castlereagb  also  pre^ 
fented,  by  commaDd  of  the  Prince  Re* 
gentf  the  foliowing 

Correspond iNCE  on  Alliance  against 

France. 

Ko.  I.  Viscoont  Castlereagh  to  the  Earl 
of  Clancarty,  dated  Foreign  Office^ 
8th  of  April,  1815. 

My  lord — I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of 
an  overture  this  day  received  from  M.  de 
Caulaincoort,  with  the  answer  returned. 
You  will  commanicate  the  same  to  the 
Allied  Sovereigns  and  plenipotentiaries  at 
Vienna^  for  their  information.— -I  have 
the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)        Castlereagh. 

Ko.  II.    The  Eaii  of  Clancarty  to  Vis- 
count Castlereagh. 

Vienna,  May  6,  ISJ 5. 
My  lord-*- Adverting  to  your  lordship's 
dispatch.  No.  3,  and  to  its  several  enclo* 
gores,  conveying  a  proposal  made  by  the 
existing  Government  in  France,  and  yoor 
lordship's  answer  thereto,  I  have  the  iio- 
Bour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information 
of  his  Majesty's  Government,  that,  at  a 
confc^rence  held  on  the  3d  instant,  his 
highness  Prince  Metternich  acquainted 
us,  that  a  M.  de  Strassant,  who  bad  been 
stopped,  on  his  way  hither,  at  Lintz,  from 
not  having  been  furnished   with   proper 

fiassports,  had  addressed  a  letter  to  his 
mperial  Majesty,  and  therewith  forwarded 
tome  unopened  letters  which  the  Emperor 
had  directed  him  to  unseal  in  the  presence 
of  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  Allied 
Powers. 

These  proved  to  be,  a  letter  from  Buo- 
naparte, addressed  to  his  Majesty,  pro- 
fessing a  desire  to  continue  at  peace,  to 
observe  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty  of 
Paris,  &C.9  and  a  letter  from  M.^de  Cau- 
laincourt  to  Prince  Metternich,  containing 
Aimilar  professions. 

After  reading  these  papers,  it  was  con- 
sidered whether  any,  and  what  answer 
should  be  made  thereto,  when  the  general 
opinion  appeared  to  be,  that  none  should 
be  returned^  and  no  notice  whatever  taken 
of  the  proposal. 

Upon  thisi  as  indeed  upon  all  other  oc- 
casions subsequent  to  the  resumption  of 
authority  by  Buonaparte, '  wherein  the 
pt^sent  state  of  the  Continental  Powers, 
vith  regard  to  France,  has  come  under 
discussion,  but  one  opinion  has  appeared 
to  direct  the  couacila  of  the  severai  Sove- 


reigns. *  They  adhere,  and  from  the  com* 
mencement  have  never  ceased  to  adhere^ 
to  their  declaration  of  the  ISih  of  March, 
with  respect  to  the  actual  ruler  of  France. 
They  are  in  a  state  of  hostility  with  him 
and  his  adherents,  not  from  choice,  but 
from  necessity,  because  past  experience 
has  shown,  that  no  faith  has  been  kept  by 
him,  and  that  no  reliance  can  be  placed 
on  the  professions  of  one  who  has  hitherto 
no  longer  regarded  the  most  solemn  com- 
pacts, than  as  it  may  have  suited  his  own 
convenience  to  observe  them-^whose  word, 
the  only  assurance  he  can  afford  for  his 
peaceable  disposition,  is  not  less  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  tenour  of  his  former  life, 
than  it  is  to  the  military  position  in  which 
be  is  actually  placed.  They  feel  that  they 
should  neither  perform  their  duty  to  them- 
selves, or  to  the  people  committed  by 
Providence  to  their  charge,  if  they  were 
now  to  listen  to  those  professions  of  a  de- 
sire for  peace  which  ha? e  been  made,  and 
suffer  themselves  thus  to  be  lulled  into  the 
supposition  that  they  might  now  relieve 
their  people  from  the  burthen  of  support- 
ing immense  military  masses,  by  diminish- 
ing their  forces  to  a  peace  establishment, 
convinced  as  the  several  Sovereigns  are, 
from  past  experience,  that  no  sooner 
should  they  ha^e  been  disarmed,  than  ad- 
vantage would  be  taken  of  their  want  of 
preparation,  to  renew  those  scenes  of  ag- 
gression and  bloodshed,  from  which  they 
had  hoped  that  the  peace  so  gloriously 
won  at  Paris  would  long  have  secured 
them. 

They  are  at  war,  ihen,  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  some  security  for  their  own 
independence,  and  for  the  re- conquest  of 
that  peace  and  permanent  tranquillity,  for 
which  the  world  has  so  long  panted; 
They  are  not  even  at  war  for  the  greater 
or  less  proportion  of  security  which  France 
can  afford  them  of  Aiture  tranquillity, 
but  because  France,  under  its  present 
chief,  is  unable  to  afford  them  any  se- 
curity whatever. 

In  this  war,  they  do  not  desire  to  inter- 
fbre  with  any  legitimate  right  of  the 
French  people ;  they  have  no  design  to 
oppose  the  claim  of  that  nation  to  choose 
their  own  form  -  of  government,  or  inten- 
tion to  trench,  in  any  respect,  upon  their 
independence  as  a  great  and  free  people  3 
but  thev  do  think  they  have  a  right,  and 
that  of  the  highest  nature,  to  contend 
against  the  re-establishment  of  an  indivi* 
dual,  as  the  bead  of  the  French  govern* 
ment»  whose  past  conduct  has  invariably 
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demoiiBtratedy  that  in  tvch  «  sitoatioo  be 
will  not  suffer  other  nations- to  be  at  peace 
—whose  restless  ambition*  whose  thirst  for 
foreign  cooqiiest»  and  whose  disregard  for 
the  rights  and  independence  of  other 
states*  most  expose  the  whole  of  Europe 
to  renewed  scenes  of  plunder  and  devu- 
tation. 

Howerer  general  the  feelings  of  the 
SoTereigns  may  be  in  favour  of  the  resto- 
ration  of  the  King*  they  no  otherwise 
seek  to  influence  the  proceedings  of  the 
French  in  the  choice  of  this  or  of  any 
other  dynasty*  or  form  of  government* 
than  may  be  essential  to  the  safety  and 
permanent  tranquillity  of  the  rest  of  Eu- 
rope :  such  reasonable  security  being  af- 
forded by  France  in  this  respect*  as  other 
states  ha?e  a  legitimate  right  to  claim  in 
their  own  defence*  their  object  will  be 
satisfied ;  and  they  shall  joyfully  return 
to  that  state  of  peace*  which  will  then* 
and  then  only  be  open  to  them*  and  lay 
down  those  arms  which  they  have  only 
taken  up  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
that  tranquillity  so  eagerly  desired  by 
them  on  the  part  of  their  respectife  em- 
pires. 

Such,  my  lord*  are  the  general  senti- 
ments of  the  Sovereigns  and  of  their  mi- 
nisters here  assembled;  and  it  should 
seem*  that  the  glorious  forbearance  ob- 
served by  them*  when  masters  of  the 
French  capital  in  the  early  part  of  the  last 
year*  ought  to  prove  to  the  French  that 
this  is  not  a  war  against  their  freedom 
and  independence*  or  excited  by  any 
flpirit  of  ambition*  or  desire  of  conquest* 
but  one  arising  out  of  necessity,  urged  on 
the  principles  of  self-preservation*  and 
founded  on  that  legitimate  and  incontro* 
vertible  right  of  obtaining  reasonable  se- 
curity for  their  own  tranquillity  and  inde- 
pendence— to  which*  if  France  has  on  her 
part  a  claim*  other  nations  have  an  equal 
title  to  claim  at  the  hands  of  France. 

1  this  day  laid  before  the  plenipotentia- 
ries of  the  three  Allied  Powers  in  confe- 
rence* the  Note  proposed  to  be  delivered 
upon  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of 
the  Treaty  of  the  25tb  March.  After 
the  opinions  which  I  have  detailed  as 
those  with  which  the  Allied  Sovereigns  are 
impressed*  with  respect  to  the  object  of 
the  war*  it  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to 
add*  that  the  explanation  a£R[>rded  in  this 
Note*  as  the  construction  put  by  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent  on  the  eighth 
Article  of  that  Treaty*  was  favourably 
^received.     Immediate    instrnctions   will 
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consequently  be  issued  to  the  ambassadors 
of  the  imperial  courts  of  Austria  and 
Russia*  and  to  the  minister  of  his  Prussian 
Majesty*  to  accept  of  this  note  on  the  ex- 
change of  the  ratifications  of  the  Treaty 
in  question. 

In  order  to  be  usured  that  I  have  ad« 
vanced  nothing  in  this  dispatch  which 
does  not  accord  with  the  views  of  the  Ca- 
bineu  of  the  Allied  Sovereigns*  I  have 
acquainted  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
High  Allied  Powers  with  the  contents 
thereof*  and  have  the  honour  to  inform 
you*  that  the  sentiments  contained  in  it 
entirely  coincide  with  those  of  their  re- 
spective Courts.— I  have  the  honour  to 
be*  &c.  (Signed)        CLAiicAaTY. 

Stamp  Dutibs.]  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  further  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  New  Stamp-duties. 

Mr.  Gret^Mi  inquired  whether  any*  and 
what  composition  had  been  made  with' 
the  Bank*  for  the  privilege  they  enjoyed 
of  issuing  nptes  without  any  stamp  what* 
ever? 

The  CkanceUor  of  ike  Exchequer  said*  that 
a  negociation  had  been  entered  into  on 
this  point,  but  that  no  specific  arrange* 
ment  had  as  yet  been  made. 

Lord  LateeUn  hoped  the  right  hon, 
gentleman  did  not  mean*  without  ma- 
ture consideration*  to  persist  in  the 
proposed  scale  of  Stamp-duties.  Some 
of  them*  he  thought*  would  rather  injure! 
than  benefit  the  revenue.  He  conceived 
the  additional  doty  on  advertisements  to 
be  of  that  description. 

The  CkanceUor  qftke  Exckequer  said,  thatj 
with  respect  to  the  branch  of  Stamp- 
duties  to  which  the  noble  lord  alluded*  as 
well  as  some  others*  which  he  had  not  yet 
been  able  to  investigate  with  sufficient 
attention*  he  did  not  mean  to  bring  them 
forward  on  the  present  occasion.  There 
were  several  other  points  connected  with 
the  Stamp-duties*  to  which  he  intended 
to  propose  a  number  of  verbal  amend- 
ments. If  the  House  generally  wished 
the  consideration  of  this  subject  to  be 
postponed*  he  would  accede  to  their  feel- 
ing ;  since  he  was  sure  the  intermediate 
time  would  be  usefulljr  employed  in  the 
collection  of  information  from  without 
doors. 

Sir  M.  W.  mUey  thought  the  additional 
duty  on  advertisements  would  have  an 
effect  exactly  contrary  to  what  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  sejsmed  to  expect. 
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Af  r.  /.  P.  Grint  ximrr^  th%(  (bis  ^iy 
•D  law  poccediqgs  io  Scoilaod,  would  <|o 
awiiy  all  actions  for  smtll  debts.  Tbe 
expense  would  be  so  great,  t|)at  no  persoa 
i^oqld  originale  an  action  io  tb^  Court  of 
Session,  unless  for  sums  of  great  magni* 
tude. 

Mr*  Homer  was  surprised  that  the  right 
boa.  gentleman  should  think  pf  ..increas- 
ing the  Stamp-duties  on  the  law  pro- 
clings  of  Scotland,  particularly  as  they 
,  were  already  so  extremely  heavy  in  that 
country. 

Sir  S.  Ramify  declared,  that  the  pro- 
posed increase  would  operate  as  a  total 
4enial  of  justice  tp  the  inhabitants  of 
Scotland,  where  law  proceedings  were  al- 
ready so  extremely  expensive,  and  where, 
in  particular,  it  should  least  be  imposed. 
The  effect  would  bo  to  render  litigation 
an  instrument  of  vengeance  in  the  bands 
of  the  rich  to  oppress  tbe  poor,  as  none 
bnt  tbe  opulent  could  support  the  weight 
of  law-suits. 

The  Clumcilhr  qfihe  E^nhequtr  spoke  in 
a  low  tone  of  voice,  but  we  understood 
bim  to  recommend  an  assimilation  of  the 
Stamp-Duties  in  Scotland  with  those  of 
England. 

Sir  J,  Newport  deprecated  such  a  deter- 
mination, which  was  not  justified  by  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  two  countries. 

Mr.  J,  P.  Grant  said,  that  from  the 
nature  of  the  law  proceedings  in  Scotland 
differing  essentially  from  t]bose  in  Eng- 
land, an  assimilation  of  the  Stamp-duties 
would  be  an « extreme  hardship  to  the 
fyrmer.  He  therefore  entreated  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  postpone 
tbe  consideration  of  the  questionj  and  in- 
form himself,  by  means  of  the  law  officers 
of  the  crown,  on  the  true  state  of  iba 
case* 

Mr.  Homer  desired  to  know  hpw  the 
money  to  be  derived  from  such  a  opteasure 
would  be  employed,  and  whether  it  was 
intended  for  the  mcrease  of  the  salaries  of 
tbe  law  officers  ?  He  understood  that  the 
salary  of  the  Lord  Advocate  oJF  Scotland 
was  lately  raised  to  S^OOQl.  per  aanum, 
and  that  of  the  Solicitor  General  for  Scot- 
land to  1,600/. ;  he  desired  to  know  wbe* 
ther  the  report  of  such  a  Q^isapplicatioo 
of  the  public  money  was  correct  ? 

The  Cfuwc^llqr  qf  tic  ^heqjuer  replied, 
that  the  report  was  correct,  as  the  former 
aalaries  of  those  officefs  ilid  not  seem 
adequate. 

The  RepoBt  was  ordered  tp  be  ce-cam* 
mitted  on  Friday* 
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Twsday,  May  23. 
Address   on    rns   PaiNca   Scc^Nr'a 

MiSSAGB    RELATING    TO    FsA^CB.]        The 

order  of  the  day  for  taking  into  conside- 
ration tbe  Prince  Regent's  Mess^ge  being 
read,  the  Messaee  was  read  by  the  clerk 
at  the  table.    After  which. 

The  Earl  of  Lmrpopl  rose  and  pbseryed^ 
(hat  when  he  stated  that  the  question  be 
was  about  to  submit  to  tb<?ir  lordships' 
consideration  was  tba^  of  peace  or  war^ 
it  waa  unnecessary  to  s^y  fnqre  to  con-; 
vince  them  that  the  subject  was  the  mpst 
momentogs  that  could  possibly  come  be- 
fore them  for  discussion  and  deUrmina- 
tipn:   but,  momentpus  as  that  questioA 
was  at  all  times,  and  under  any  circum* 
stances,  he  was  ready  to  admit,  that  at 
this  particular  i^riod  it  was  Qiore  pecu- 
liarly important  and  awfql.    Deeply  feel- 
ing, as  he  did,  that  war  was  a^  alter- 
native always  to  be  avoided  if  possible^ 
that  urgent  necessity  alpne  cguld  j testify 
any  government  in  having  recourse  to  it, 
and  Sbat  the  existence  pf  s^^ch  a  necessity 
was  ever  to  be  seriously  deplored,  he  waa 
aware  that,  independent  pf  these  conside- 
rations—rindependent  of  the  general  de- 
sire that  ought  aLways  to  prevail  to  avoid 
that  extremity,  there  were  circunistaacea 
which  rendered  the  alternative  of  war 
more  peculiarly  to  be  deprecated.    After 
the  protracted    course    of   hostilities   ia 
which  this  country  had  been  engaged, 
^ter  tbe  years,  the  long  series  of  years, 
in  which  we  had  been  driven  to  carry  oa 
tbe  contest  almost  without  intermisfion, 
when  at  length  tbe  period  arrived  which 
promised  the  nation  a  secure  and  glorious 
rest  from  its  toils,  when  the  tempest  which 
had  convulsed  thi;  civilized  world  to  its 
foundation  had  at  last  subsided,  and  left 
behind  it  the  animating  prpspect  of  a  long 
and  peaceful  serenity  to  repair  its  ravages  j 
it  was  undoubtedly  VMi^t  deeply  to  be  la- 
mented that  any  thing  should  hav«  oc« 
curred  (o  destroy  these  hopes  of  tram^uil* 
lity,  and  compel  us  «gain  to  hav;e  recourse 
to  aims,  and  to  lenew  the  jppnVsst  against 
that  ppwer  and  that  system  which  had 
been  the  parent  off  each  treoAeiidons  qala* 
aaitier*   He  biqiaelf  was  deeply  impressed 
with  t|iis  feeling,  and  be  was  sure  the 
House  miust  be  iqapreased  with  the  same 
fueling,  that  after  ap  inceSfiapt  s^t^ggle  of 
between  93  and  2^  y^ears,  fi(\ei  the  eon* 
vukipos  which  had  agitate^  tbe  n&Mon>  of 
Europe,  ti^  ci^juiges  mbiiik   had  taken 
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place  in  tbe  telatiotis  and  habita  of  th6 
difterent  nates  owiti^  to  theae  perpetual 
wars,  it  would  have  been  an  object  most 
deTOQtIy  to  be  wished,  that  some  respite, 
aome  few  years  of  repose  should  be  vouch- 
safed to  the  exhausted  nations,  that  some 
time  should  be  allowed  them  to  recover 
from  the  fatigue  of  their  exertions,  to  re- 
cruit their  strength,  to  repair  their  re* 
sources,  and  to  return  to  the  habits  and 
comforts  of  peace  and  tranquillity.  He 
bad  no  difficulty  in  saying,  that  no  secon- 
dary object,  no  minor  concern,  no  com- 
mon danger  or  inconvenience  could,  under 
these  circumstances,  form  a  justifiable 
^ound  for  the  revival  of  this  already  long- 

Erotracted  and  eventful  contest.  It  would 
ave  been  wise  to  endure  much,  to  risk 
ihucb,  to  put  up  with  no  small  degree  of 
inconvenience,  and  even  injustice,  as  hr 
as  that  could  be  submitted  to  with  honour, 
in  order  to  secure  the  blessings  of  repose. 
If  the  state  of  things  in  France  had  been 
settled  in  such  a  manner  as  to  afford  any 
reasonable  security  for  the  continuance  of 
peace,  without  the  knost  imminent  danger 
of  destruction  to  the  independence  of  the 
mirer  nations  of  Europe,  even  thoosh  they 
#ere  not  settled  in  that  Way  which  might 
ht  considered  as  tnost  favourable  to  the 
particular  interests  of  !Prance  itself,  as  ^ell 
a)  to  the  general  interests  of  Europe,  he 
^ould  Hy  that  Under  the  circomstances 
in  which  this  Country  and  many  of  the 
continental  Pbwers  stood^  hostilities  ought 
not  to  t)e  re-commeiiced.  He  thought  it 
riffht  at  the  outset  of  the  observations 
which  he  had  to  submit  to  their  lordships, 
thus  to  State  openly  and  fairly  what  his 
impression  was  as  to'the  general  principle ; 
and  he  did  so  in  order  to  show  that  he  was 
ifbt  insetisible  to  the  disadvantages  of  en- 
gaging In  ^ar  at  liny  time,  and  more  par- 
ticularly at  tbe  present  moment:  but  the 
question  now  was,  whether  fVom  the  long 
arid  lamentable  ^Kpeirience  which  we  had 
had  6f  the  system  Which  had  been  inva- 
riably pursued  by  the  Government  now 
ekisting  in  France,  tbey  could  entertain 
any  reasonable  hope  whatever  that  treaties 
vrould  be  regarded,  or  that  violence  and 
aggression  would  be  refrained  from  for  a 
Idnger  period  (hzn  th^t  whibh  would  be 
beceteai^  effectualfv  to  prepare  the  means 
for  the  renewal  df  tne  satoe  codrse  which 
bad  already  brought  u|)on  EuiTope  such 
dreadful  citlabilties.  The  question  now 
vvas,  whether  it  was  possible  for  us  to  re- 
inain  at  peaCe,  and  to  enjoy  the  advan- 
tages of  t)eace.    ft  iff  is  (he  doty  df  their 


lordships  undoubtedly  to  deliberate  well, 
before  they  yielded  to  the  conviction,  that 
the  awfiil  necessity  existed  of  again  eii« 
gaging  in  war,  and  adding  to  those  bur- 
thens which  war  had  already  laid  upon  the 
country.  Their  lordships  would  take  care 
not  to  ^ive  their  sanction  to  the  revival  of 
hostilities,  if  the  evils  of  war  could  be 
avoided  consistently  with  the  honour  and 
safety  of  the  nation.  Such  being  his  own 
feelings  as  to  that  view  of  the  question,  be 
was  ready  at  the  same  time  to  declare  bis 
opinion  on  the  other  hand,  that,  if  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  caae  were  such  that  it 
was  impossible  to  rely  for  a  moment  on 
tbe  disposition  of  the  existing  Government 
of  France  to  refrain  from  aggression,  so  aa 
to  permit  this  country  to  enjoy  the  advan* 
tares  of  peace  with  safety,  then  no  im« 
politic  love  of  repose  should  deter  os  from 
boldly  looking  at  our  real  situation,  and 
manfully  meeting  the  difficulty,  even  if  it 
could  only  be  met  by  war. 

Having  submitted  these  observations  as 
to  the  motives  which  in  his  judgment 
should  influence  tlie  general  views  of  the 
House  upon  any  question  of  war,  he  bad 
now  to  request  (heir  lordships'  attention  to 
the  grounds  upon  which  this  particular 
question  was  proposed  for  their  considera« 
tion.  First,  tnen,  aa  to  the  justice  of  tbe 
war  referred  to  in  the  Message ;  and  thia 
justice  was  to  be  viewed  with  reference 
to  the  character  of  Buonaparte,  as  welt 
as  with  regard  to  the  nature  of  our  re- 
lations with  odr  Allien.  If  fcrrmer  dis- 
cussions were  Within  the  recollection  ot 
the  House,  if  the  conduct  of  Buonaparte 
were  not  aTtogether  forgotten,  he  could 
not  feel  that  it  would  be  at  all  necessary 
to  labour  this  |>art  of  the  question.  Yet 
there  Were  some  points  from  which  he 
could  not  properly  abstain  with  reference 
to  Buonaparte,  especially  when  it  waa 
cohsidereo,  that  the  present  state  of  things 
in  Prance,  which  obliged  us  to  resort  to 
the  alternative  of  war,  was  owing  to  that 
ifldivldnars  resumption  of  the  Govern- 
inent,  in  direct  violation  of  the  expresa 
provisions  of  a  solemn  Treaty.  He  was 
aware,  that  It  had  been  alleged  that  this 
Treatv  was  violated  towards  Beonapart^ 
hiOiSelf ;  but  even  if  that  allegation  were 
correct,  he  was  prepared  to  maintain  thut 
it  would  tiot  justify  the  conduct  of  that 
person.  Into  the  merits  of  that  allegatioiH 
hoWeveV,  he  was  not  on  this  occasion  dis- 
posed toishter;  but,  admitting  the  fact  of 
the  violation,  still  he  would  contend,  that, 
according  to  no  ^Established  principle  of 
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political  morality — according  to  no  writer 
upon  the  law  of  nationi,  was  Baonapart6 
justified  in  violating  his  Treaty  with  the 
Allies,  for  they  coald  not  be  even  stated 
to  be  any  party  to  the  alleged  violation 
towards  birn.  Of  that  violation^  indeed, 
they  were  not  apprised,  until  Buonaparte's 
obligations  towards  them  were  totally  set 
aside,  and  therefore  the  violation  since 
complained  of  on  his  part/  offered  no  jus* 
tification  for  his  conduct  with  respect  to 
them.  If  any  representation  had  been 
made  to  the  Allies  by  Buonapart6.  before 
his  departure  from  Elba,  upon  the  subject 
of  the  violation  complained  of,  and  he  had 
not  in  consequence  obtained  any  redress, 
Ihen  he  might  have  preferred  a  charge 
against  the  Allies,  and  pleaded  that  charge 
as  some  justification  of  his  own  departure 
from  the  contract.  But,  in  point  of  fact, 
no  such  representation  was  made;  and, 
therefore,  as  it  was  not  the  existence  of 
injury,  but  the  refusal  of  redress,  which, 
in  a  case  of  this  nature,  could  constitute 
any  fair  ground  of  complaint,  the  alleged 
violation  of  the  Treaty  with  Buonaparte 
could  furnish  no  justification  for  his  breach 
of  Treaty  with  the  Allies.  But  the  fact 
was,  that  although  this  alleged  violation 
of  Treaty  with  Boonapart6  had  been  so 
much  animadverted  upon  in  France,  and 
elsewhere,  since  that  indi?iduars  depar- 
ture from  Elba,  that  person  himself  never 
mentioned  or  alluded  to  any  such  reason 
for  his  conduct  in  any  of  the  proclamations 
which  he  published  upon  his  first  invasion 
of  the  French  territory.  On  the  contrary, 
he  distinctly  stated  in  these  proclamations, 
that  he  returned  to  France  m  order  to  re- 
sume the  authority  from  which  he  had 
withdrawn  in  a  moment  of  difficulty.  Thus 
no  allusion  whatever  was  made  to  that 
violation  of  Treaty,  which  had  been  since 
set  up  by  his  partisans  as  a  justification  for 
the  conduct  of  Buonapari^  in  returning  to 
France.  But  it  was  his  firm  opinion,  that 
Buonaparte  had  no  such  justification  in  his 
view  when  he  returned  to  France.  On  the 
contrary,  he  folly  believed  that  that  person 
had  always  that  return  in  contemplation, 
even  including  the  time  when  he  executed 
the  Treaty  of  Fontainbleau  and  signed  his 
abdication.  Buonaparte  in  fact  disregarded 
any  such  justification.  He  had  deliberately 
determined  to  violate  the  Treaty  under 
which  he  abdicated ;'  and  in  returning  to 
France,  he  had  committed  that  violation, 
not  in  any  minor  or  comparatively  unim- 
portant provision,  but  radically  and  es- 
sentially in  iu  very  spirit  and  principle. 


JUdtm  o»  Ac  Prmce  RegauU 


[320 


I  and  that  without  any  defalcation  whatever 
on  the  part  of  the  Allies  towards  that  in- 
dividual. 

In  order  to  comprehend  the  principle 
of  the  Treaty  thus  violated  by  Buonaparte, 
he  had  only  to  call  their  lordships'  recoU 
lection  to  the  transactions  which,  took 
place  at  Paris  in  the  months  of  April  and 
May  1814.  From  those  transactions,  the 
grounds  upon  which  Buonapart6  abdicated, 
could  be  easily  understood.  But  before 
the  Allies  entered  Paris  a  proclamation 
was  issued,  declaratory  of  their  resolution 
not  to  treat  with  Buonapyrt^.  He  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  enter  into  any  de- 
fence of  the  conduct  of  the  Allies  at  Paris  ; 
but  tt  would  be .  recollected,  that  Buona- 
parte's decheancc,  or  forfeiture  of  the 
throne  of  France,  was  proclaimed  to  be 
the  fundamental  condition  of  peace  with 
France.  This  condition  was,  indeed,  dis- 
tinctly stated  in  the  preambles  to  the  two 
Treaties  concluded  at  Paris  in  1814,  be* 
cause  the  maintenance  of  that  condition 
was  felt  to  be  essential  to  the  security  of 
peace,  and  upon  the  establishment  of  this 
condition  the  Allied  armies  consented  to 
evacuate  France.  From  these  documents, 
then,  and  from  a  review  of  the  whole  of 
the  proceedings  alluded  to,  it  would  be 
seen  that  the  exclusion  of  Buonaparte 
from  the  Government  of  France  was  the 
main  principle  of  the  Treaty  by  which 
that  person  and  France  were  pledged  to 
the  Allies.  Upon  the  recognition  of  that 
principle  indeed,  and  the  restoration  of 
the  Bourbons,  the  Allies  granted  much 
better  terms  to  France  than  would  other- 
wise have  been  conceded  ;  and  this  grant 
was  made  under  the  calculation,  that  the 
change  would  afford  such  a  security  for 
the  observance  of  the  Treaty  and  for  the 
general  tranquillity  of  Europe,  as  could 
not  be  looked  for  under  the  Government 
of  Buonapart6.  But  from  the  whole  bear- 
ing of  these  transactions,  as  well  as  from 
the  specific  terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Fon- 
tainbleau, it  must  be  obf  ious,  that  the  fun- 
damental principle  and  main  object  of 
the  Allies  was  the  dissolution  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  Buonapart6.  This  dissolution, 
then,  was  not  a  minor  or  a  subordinate 
part  of  the  Treaty,  but  formed  its  very 
essence ;  and  therefore  Buonapart6,  by  his 
return  to  France,  fundamentally  violated 
his  Treaty  with  the  Allies.  Thus,  that 
individual  had  absolved  the  Allies  from 
all  obligation  towards  him,  and  furnished 
a  full  justification  for  placing  themselvei 
in  a  state  of  war  with  regard  to  France. 
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So    ffsr  M  to  the  jostire  of   the  war 
mgainsi  France,  opoo  which  he  trusted  he 
had  satiNfied  the  Hou«e;    but,  then,  ano- 
ther qoeation  remaiDed  to  be  contkier«d» 
namely,  whether  the  war  would  be  just 
mritb  regard  to  thiscoontry,  that  is,  with 
refvrence  to  the  interest  of  our  own  sub* 
jects.      With  a  tiew  to  this  branch  of  the 
•ubjfct*  it  would  be  for  their  lordships  to 
deciile  this  question,  whether  the  war  was 
necessary   on  our    pari.      That    it    was 
necessary  under  all  the  circumstances  of 
our   ftituation«-that   the    case    formed   a 
paramount  call  upon  us  to  engage  in  war 
frooi  a  sense  of  our  dearest  interests— from 
a  regard  to  oar  security  and  our  honour, 
was  hie  fullest  conviction ;   that,  indeed, 
that  aecurity  and    honour  could  not  be 
provided  fur,  nor  the  danger  with  which 
we    were     menaced    effectually    averted 
without  opposing  the  common  enemy,  he 
had  not  the  slightest  doubt.  The  first  ques* 
tion   which  naturally  occurred  to  every 
thinking  mind  upon  Buonspart^'s  return 
from  Elba  and  his  resumption  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  France,  was  this,  whether 
there  could  be  any  security  for  peace  with 
that  country,  so  long  as  that  individual 
retained  his  power?    and  if  not,  the  next 
question  was,  whether  it  would  be  safe  or 
politic   to  delay  our    attack   upon    thst 
power?     As  to  the  first  question,  we  had 
the  melancholy  advantage  of  long  expe* 
rience  to  guide  our  judgment.     We  bad 
ample  opportunity  of  observing  this  per* 
son's  conduct  for   fourteen  years.      We 
were  not  called  to  decide  upon  his  cha« 
racter  from  any  ordinary  act  of  ambition 
or  instance  of  misconduct.    No — for  we 
had  witnessed,  on  the  part  of  this  indivi- 
ilual,  decisive  proofs  of  the  most  unbounded 
ambition— we  had  found  that  no  Treaty 
concluded  by  this  person  was  observed 
for  a  moment  longer  than  it  suited  his 
convenience-— that  every  engagement  en* 
tared  into  by  him  was  violated— that  he 
was  a  man  whom  no  success  could  satisfy, 
and  whom  no  disappointment  could  in* 
dispose  towards  that  system  of  aggrandise* 
ment  apon  which  his  mind  was  bent,  and 
which  was  evidently  inconsistent  with  the 
trsnqoillity  and  general  liberty  of  Europe. 
Wb^n  the  French  Revoluiion  took  a  turn 
towardf  foreign,  conquest  — when  vanity 
prompted    the   Revolutionists  to  declare 
what  they  presumptuously  called  the  na* 
tarsi  limits  of  France,  extending  to  the 
AlfMi  the  Pyrenees,  the  Rhine,  and  the 
Ocesn,  It  was  the  good  fortune  of  Buona^ 
psrii  to  biscome  tjie  inairument  for  gratU 
(VOL.  XXXI.) 


fying  this  extraordinary  preteniion,  by 
concluding  the  Treaty  of  Luneville.     By 
this  Treaty  every  reflecting  man  in  this 
country  wat  naturally  alarmed  ;  for  such 
an  extension  of  territory  formed  a  just 
cause  of  alarm -*-but  the  avowed  object  of 
French    ambition     being    accomplished, 
some  calculation  was  entertained  of  future 
tranquillity.    What,  however,  was  the  sub- 
sequent conduct  of  the  maker  of  the  Treaty 
of  Luneville  ?  By  t  hat  Treaty ,  the  indepen* 
dence  of  the  Cisalpine,  ihe  Ligurian,  the 
Bat  avian  and  Helvetic  Republics  wu  so« 
lemnly  recognized  ;  but,  notwithstanding 
that  recognition,  this  systematic  violator 
of  treaties  invaded   all  these  Republics, 
and    either  actually   incorporated    them 
with  France,  or  placed  them  in  a  state  of 
d«*pendence  upon  his  own  power.     It  was  ' 
.impossible,  then,  for  Europe  to  look  to 
such  a  man  for   the  observance  of  any 
treaties  or  contracts*    But,  independently 
of  the  condtict  of  Buonaparte  in   those 
instances — independently  of  what  Holland 
and  Italy  had  suffered  through  his  viola- 
tion of  faith,  let  their  lordships  look  to  his 
proceedings  throughout,  and  it  would  be 
found,  that  no  degree  of  friendly  adhe* 
rence,  or  even  servile  submission,  could 
conciliate  his  fidelity  or  gratify  his  ambi« 
tion.     Let  their  lordships  look  to  Spain, 
where  he  had  experienced,  in  fact,  the 
most  abject  subserviency,  where  all  the 
naval  and   military  force  of  the  country 
had  been  actually  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  France :    yet  those  circumstances  were 
not  sufficient  to  neutralize  the  system  of 
Buonaparte ;    therefore  a  revolution  was 
excited    through    his    machinations,    by 
which  the  Government  was  overthrown, 
and  the  present  King  placed  upon  the 
throne  of  Spain.    But  let  their  lordships 
look  to  his  subsequent  proceedings,  evea 
to  the  Government  of  his  own  contrivance. 
The  members  of  that  Government  were 
by  his  treachery  seduced  into  and  com- 
mitted to  prison  in  France,  while  his  army 
was  dispatched  to  invade  Spain.     Thus  it 
was  evident,  that  neither  friendship  nor 
submission  could  disarm  the  purpose  or 
avert  the  arbitrary  views  of  this  individual. 
It  was  not  with  him  "  Parcere  subjectia 
et  debellare  superbos  /'  for  he  bore  down 
on  all  alike,  whether  weak  or  strong,  sub* 
missive  or  hostile.     From  the  whole  of 
his  acts,  indeed,  it  was  obvious  that  the 
desire  of  power,  and  a  thirst  for  dominion, 
formed  this  person's  predominant  passion, 
t9  which  paqsion  every  consideration  of 
morality  end  oood  faith  wu  unrelttciaotiy 
(Y)         ^ 
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0»crificed.  Who,  then>  coald  entertain  a 
doubt,  that  a  state  of  peace  and  the  exist- 
ence of  the  goTernment  of  such  a  inan 
were  utterly  incompatible  }  « 

If  the  view  which  he  had  taken  of  the 
Conduct  of  this  individual  previous  to  his* 
abdication  were  correct^  he  would  ask, 
whether  any  thing  had  since  occurred 
that  could  induce  a  rational  calculation 
that  any  change  had  taken  place  in  his 
disposition^— that  his  nature  had  been  al* 
tered  ?  It  was  clear,  that  those  by  whom 
Buonaparte  was  aided  in  the  resumption 
of  the  Government  of  France  did  not  cal- 
culate upon  any  such  change.  But  it  was 
aaid,  that  thi^  individual  returned  to  France 
in  consequence  cff  the  call  of  the  nation. 
ThtSy  however,  he  was  by  no 'means  pre- 
pared to  admit ;  on  the  contrary,  his  opi- 
nion was,  that  Buonaparte's  resumption  of 
power  was  seconded  oaly  by  the  soldiery, 
together  with  such  discontented  persons 
as  were'  to  be  found  under  any  govern - 
nent  whatever^  But  fhere  was  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  nation  at  large 
was  contented  with  the  government  of 
Louiti  18,  under  which  government  ihey 
liad  certainly  much  better  reason  to  Iook 
for  liberty  and  happiness  than  could  be 
expected  under  that  of  its  predecessor. 
The  French  army,  however,  bad  different 
▼iews  ;  that  army  felt  that  its  thirst  for 
glory  and  plunder  was  not  so  likely. to  be 
gratified  under  the  Government  which 
Buonaparte  was  called  upon  to  displace. 
The  soldiers  preferred  a  military  chief, 
because  they  wished  for  a  military  go- 
▼ernment— because  they  knew  that  the 
principles  of  that  chief  and  his  government 
woold  better  serve  to  gratify  their  ambi- 
tion. The  age  of  Buonaparte  had,  how- 
ever,  he  had  heard,  been  stated  as  a  rea- 
son to  warrant  the  calculation  of  a  material 
change  in  his  disposition  and  practice,  as 
if  the  addition  of  two  years  to  the  age  at 
which  that  individual  invaded  Moscow 
could  be  supposed  to  effect  such  a  change; 
and  what  was  the  evidence  of  his  disposi- 
tion then  }  Ambition  was  at  all  times  a 
crime,  ahhoogh  sometimes  it  proceeded 
from  the  excess  of  very  noble  and  gene- 
rous sentiments— although  it  sometimes 
existed  in  that*  heat  and  fenrour  of  youth 
whrcb  the  soberness  and  coolness  of  age 
generally  served  to  moderate  or  subdue. 
But,  taking  into  consideration  the  events 
which  Europe  had  wttnesled  for  the  last 
fourteen  years,  considering  the  whole  ca- 
reer of  BaonapsTt^,  was  'it  possible  to 

calculate  upoo  laca  «  change  in  the  dis- 


position of  a  man,  ifbo,  after  signing  a 
solemn  act  of  abdication  and  entering 
into  a  treaty  with  the  Allies,  within  the 
last  year  returned  to  France,  in  violation 
of  his  plighted  faith  ?  Who  could  calca* 
late  that  such  a  roan  was  so  altered  ti»t 
his  ambittotts  views  were  abandoned^  that 
he  would  be  satisfied  with  the  mere  go* 
vernment  of  France  if  he  had  the  meaat 
of  extending  bis  power,  and  that  the 
world  could  safely  look  to  sucb  a  man  for . 
the  preservation  of  peace  ^ 

Bu^  it  was  said,  that  a  limited  govern- 
ment  being  now  established  in  France,  we 
might  look  to  that  government  for  the 
security  of  peace,  although  we  could  not 
expect  any  security  from  the  dispositioa 
of  Buonaparte  himself.  This,  however^ 
be  could  not  help  pronouncing  quite  an 
absurd  speculation :  first,  because  no  such 
limited  government  was  established ;  and 
secondly,  because  if  ijt  were,  he  could  by 
no  means  calculate  upon  its  stability  otf 
power  to  control  the  wishes  of  Buona* 
part6.  As  to  the  establishment  of  a  K« 
mited  government  in  France,  he  bad  no 
hesitation- in  stating  it  as  a  general  pro* 
position,  that  however  happily  aacb  H 
government  was  found  to  work  in  this 
country,  great  difficulty  would  t>e  found 
in  the  application  of  its  principles  to 
France.  But  whether  this  proposition 
were  well  founded  or  not,  he  could  not 
think  it  reasonable  to  speculate,  that  any 
such  government  in  France  would  be  at 
all  likely  to  impose  any  material  control 
upon  the  will  of  its  present  ruler,  who 
notoriously  derived  his  authority  from  the 
sword^-from  that,  in  fact,  by  which  be 
would  endeavour  to  maintain  that  autho- 
rity, and  to  secure  the  su|)port  of  which» 
he  would  be  obviously  called  upon  to  iir* 
'dulge  in  views  of  conquest  and  ambition. 
Whatever  hopes  might  be  entertained  of 
the  establishment  of  a  popular  or  limited 
government  in  France,  which  would  place 
the  sword  in  its  proper  station,  under  tbe 
united  and  paternal  sway  of  Louis  18, 
whose  restoration  was  therefore  pecoliarly 
desirable  for  the  interest  of  the  French 
people ;  it  was  quite  preposterous  to  look 
for  such  a  government  under  ita  present 
ruler,  with  whom  it  was  evident  that  tbe 
sword  must  be  predominant. 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  he  wM 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  Europe  could 
not  look  for  the  security  of  peace  while 
Buonaparte  presided  over  the  government 
of  France.     But  it  was  said,  that  even  ad«» 

rnktiDg  the  cxiatoBce  id  tbo  danger  at* 
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tribmed  to.  Booa»pari6'f  resaiDpiion  of  I 
povrer^  and  ibe  little  probability  under 
tucb  circoinstances  that  peace  could  long 
continue,  siiU  a  trial  should  be  made  in 
order  to  aroid  the  great  calamities  of  war 
«*that  it  would  be  better  to  make  eren  an 
oxperiment  upon  peace,  than  to  incur  the 
certain  eriU  of  war.  That  danger  arose 
out  of  the  return  of  Buonaparife  to  France, 
could  not  now  be  disputed :  for  the 
existence  of  th^t  danger  was  distincily 
admitted  in  the  terms  upon  which  the  Aif« 
dreas  in  answer  to  a  former  Message  from 
the  Prince  Regent,  was  agreed  to  by  all 
sides  of  the  House.  This  danger,  indeed, 
formed  the  ground  upon  which  that  Ad* 
dress  was  voted,  and  therefore  he  had  this 
night  no  occasion  to  argue,  that  great 
danger  and  risk  were  produced  by  the 
«¥enl  alluded  to,  against  which  it  was  ad* 
initted  on  all  hands  that  it  was  necessary 
for  this  country  to  make  warlike  prepara- 
tions. Nothing  bi^d  since  occurred  to 
warrant  any  change  in  the  sentiment  of 
|be  House,  unless  their  lordships  could 
rely  upon  the  mere  word  of  Buohapart^ 
which  reliance  the  noble  earl  said  he  as* 
somed  to  be  quite  impossible;  therefore 
the  House  bad  now  only  two  alternatlTes, 
either  war  or  a  state  or  warlike  prepara* 
lion.  Then,  the  question  was,  whether 
their  lordships  would  remain  In  that  state 
of  preparation  and  consequent  alarm, 
taking  the  chance  of  peace,  or  resort  to 
tl)e  alternative  of  actual  war?  Whether 
their  lordships  would  determine  to  en* 
gage  in  war  at  present  with  a  reasonable 
prospect  of  success,  or  make  a  trial  of 
.peace,  and  postpone  the  war  to  another 
period  when  that  prospect  might  disap- 
pear ?  In  considering  this  question,  there 
was  a  material  feature  in  existing  circum- 
stances, to  which  he  begged  particularly 
%o  direct  their  lordships  attention.  For- 
.tnnately  for  the  cause  of  Europe,  Buona* 
parte  had  returned  to  France  while  the 
Allies  were  assembled  in  deliberation  at 
Vienna,  before  any  of  the  Allied  Powers 
had  placed  their  forces  upon  a  peace  esta- 
blishment, before  any  measures  had  been 
.taken  which  could  render  a  concert  or 
€o»operation  of  the  £uropean  Powers  a 
JUatter  of  difficulty*  We  had  the  satis- 
faction to  know  the  sentiments  of  the 
several  Powers  of  Europe,  and  that  they 
.were  all  actuated  by  one  mind  upon  the 
present  emergency*  The  question  then 
.was,  whether,  under  such  cirjcumsiances, 
we  should  at  present  make  an  effort  to 
jriBJooifije  the  adgiiUed  danger  of  fiooaa- 


partft'a  goferoment,  or  by  dplay  let  that 
individual  have  an  opportunity  of  esta- 
blishing bis  power  within,  of  recreating 
his  army  and  repressing  any  discontent 
or  disposition  to  resist  him,  which  may 
prevail  in  France,  while. the  AllK-a/hould  * 
return  to  their  respective  dominions,  and 
possibly  or  probably  reduce  their  armiea 
to  a  peace  establishment?  Thus,  by  wait- 
ing«  Buouapari^  would  be  enabled  to  col- 
lect and  organise  bis  means,  white  tha 
means  of  the  Conftdtracy  would  be  dis- 
persed and  become  very  difficult  again 
to  be  collected  when  war  inight  h^come* 
unavoidable ;  and  that  man  must  be  lost 
to  all  experience  who  could  calculate  that 
Boonapan^  would  hesitate  to  strike  the 
blow  when  his  means  should  be  prepared, 
and  when  he  was  likely  to  Bnd  the  object 
of  his  attack  unprepared  to  meet  him. 
Few  cases,  if  any,  had  occurred  in  history 
)n  which  sgch  a  formidable  confederacy 
existed  as  the  alliance  at  present  pre- 
sented ;  and  would  their  lordships  hesi- 
tate to  aid  that  confederacy  against  a  great 
danger— against  a  danger  admitted  by 
their  own  unanimous  vote  i  All  who  re-», 
collected  the  history  of  the  late  war,  most 
be  aware  of  the  unsuccessful  efibrts  made 
to  repel  the  common  enemy ;  and  why 
were  those  efforts  unsuccessful  i  Because 
we  had  not  been  able,  until  a  late  period, 
to  produce  a  general  confederacy  of  the 
great  Powers  of  Europe.  Some  of  thesf 
Powers  had  no  doubt  made  great  ana 
glorious  efforts  in  the  common  cause^ 
while  others,  howeyer,  declined  to  co- 
operate, or  were  not,  perhaps,  prepared, 
to  act.  It  was  known  to  their  lordships, 
that  some  of  the  greatest  statesmen  this 
country  had  ever  produced,  had  long 
laboured  to  procure  a  confederacy  of  the 
states  of  Europe,  to  resist  the  alarming 
yiews  of  the  French  government.  Yet  it 
was  not  until  tbe  year  1813  that  this  de- 
sirable object  wasobtained,  and  that  con* 
federacy  was  found  to  be  successful.*. 
With  those,  examples  in  their  recollection 
— with  that  confederacy,  still  existing-*- 
and  with  the  danger  which  it  had  before 
put  down  again  revived— would  their  lord-* 
ships  agree  to  the  dispersion  of  that  con- 
federacy, and  thus  afford  an  opportunity  . 
for  the  aggravation  of  the  danger,  rather 
than  make  a  prompt  and  decided  effort 
against  that  danger^  with  such  means  as 
might  never  again  be  collected,  especially 
where  a  justifiable  cause  of  war  exined  ? 
France  had  violated  the  fundamental  prin* 
ciple  of.  the  Treaty.of  Paris,  and  bad  c«- 
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tablisfaed  a  goyernment  inconsistent  with 
the  fjeace  and  tranquillity  of  Earope. 
We  bad  now  an  opportunity  of  sup- 
pressing that  government^  and  if  we  forego 
that  opportunity,  a  similar  one  might 
never  occur  again.  We  had  such  a  danger 
to  apprehend,  as  would  justify  us  in 
making  use  of  our  strength  to  provide  for 
our  permanent  security. 

In  this  great  subject,  which  embraced 
80  many  questions,  there  remained  one 
which  it  would  not  be  just  to  pass  over- 
be  meant  the  objection  which  might  be 
raised  against  the  commencement  of  war 
at  present,  because,  at  the  time  of  the  ne- 
gociationa  of  Chatillon,  in  March  1814, 
this  Government  and  his  Majesty's  Allies 
were  willing  to  have  made  peace  with 
the  present  ruler  of  France.  Such,  he 
admitted,  was  the  disposition  of  the  Allied 
Powers  at  that  lime,  and  their  conduct  on 
th^t  occasion  be  was  prepared  to  justify. 
It  was,  in  the  first  place,  to  be  re- 
collected, that  not  only  was  the  present 
ruler  of  France  at  that  time  the  un- 
dispoied  Sovereign  of  that  country,  but 
b^ore  the  occupation  of  Bordeaux  by 
the  British  troops,  no  manifestation  what- 
ever had  been  made  in  the  interior 
of  France  to  resist  his  power.  All  the 
circumstances  of  peace  with  him  had  been 
at  that  time  fully  considered  by  the  Go- 
vernment of  this  country  and  by  the 
Allied  Powers;  and  to  that  extent  bad 
the  consideration  been  carried,  that  in- 
structions had  been  sent  to  his  noble  friend 
(lord  Castlereagti),  who  was  employed  in 

.those  negociations,  in  certain  contingen- 
cies to  raise  a  question  as  to  the  title  of 
Napoleon  Buonapari6  to  the  government 
of  France.  But  at  the  time  alluded  to 
(March  17,  1814)  the  question  was  one  of 
undisputed  possession;  while  at  the  pre- 
sent time  there  was  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  great  part  of  the  people  of 
Fiance  were   adverse  to   him.    The  ab- 

'  sence  of  any  internal  resistance  at  that 
time  might  have  been  enough  to  justify 
the  Allies  in  concluding  a  peace  with 
biro  ;  but  if  the  question  had  rested  on 
that  alonts  they  might  have  thought  it 
expedient  to  continue  further  their  mili- 
tary operations.     But  it  was  not  only  on 

«his  undisputed  sovereignty  in  France,  but 
on  other  considerations  of  prudence  and 
policy  that  the  Government  of  this  country 
and  its  Allies  were  influenced  in  their 
conduct  towards  him ;  for  though  it  was 
perfectly  true  that  the  troops  of  this 
^^atry,  onder  <»wn .  great  Commander, 


and  the  other  Allies,  had  performed  the 
most  brilliant  achievements— i bough  they 
had  expelled  the  armies  of  the  enemy 
from  Germany  and  entered  into  the  heart 
of  France,  it  was  never  to  be  forgotten 
(and  without  this  point  *we  could  never 
duly  consider  the  question),  that  the 
ruler  of  France  was  then  in  possession  of 
the  military  holds  of  the  rest  of  Europe- 
Alexandria,  Mantua,  Turin,  and  even 
Genoa,  the  fortresses  on  the  Rhine,  the 
principal  strong  places  on  the  £lbe» 
Maesiricht,  Antwerp,  Bergen- op-Zoom— 
in  short,  all  the  principal  fortresses  of  Italy, 
Germany,  Flanders,  and  Holland,  were  in 
bis  possession.  There  was  a  great  deal  of 
laudable  feeling,  which  might  sometimes 
degenerate  into  passion,  on  the  subject  of 
treating  with  Buonaparte  at  that  time; 
but  those  who  coolly  and  prudentially 
considered  the  risks  and  dangers  at  that 
time»  must  have  seen  that  any  great  ca- 
lamity which  had  befallen  the  Aliies>  any 
great  turn  of  fortune  in  favour  of  Napo« 
teon,  would  not  only  have  had  the  effect 
of  delivering  France,  on  which  the  Allies 
bad  no  hold,  but  would  have  again  placed 
all  the  West  of  Europe  under  his  power 
and  domination.  As  it  had  been  said  of 
the  Netherlands,  that  they  were  won  by 
one  victory  and  lost  by  one  defeat,  so  a 
victory  at  that  time  would  have  given 
Buonaparte  military  possession  of  any  part 
of  Europe,  and  he  might  have  pursued  hia 
operations  at  his  will  in  Italy,  Flanders, 
Germany,  or  Holland.  Important,  there- 
fore, as  was  the  overthrow  of  the  power  of 
Buonaparte,  the  Allies  did  not  feel  them* 
selves  justified  in  sacrificing  the  greater 
danger  to  the  less,  but  thought  it  more 
advisable  to  make  peace  on-  the  terms 
which  they  proposed,  by  which  they 
would  have  obtained  possession  of  all  the 
fortresses  of  Italy,  Germany,  and  Holland, 
than  have  incurred  the  risk  of  a  reverse, 
which  might  have  been  attended,. at  that 
time.  With  consequences  so  immediate  and 
so  dreadful.  This  consideration,  added 
to  the  circumstance,  that  Buonapart6  pos- 
sessed the  undisputed  sovereignty  of 
France,  was  a  justication  of  the  proceed* 
ing<  of  the  Allies  in  that  instance,  neither 
of  which  justifications  existed  at  the  pre* 
sent  moment. 

An. important  consideration  in  the  qoes* 
tion  of  war  and  peace  at  the  present  time, 
was  the  chance  which  we  had  of  success. 
To  this  he  could  merely  answer,  that 
whatever  was  our  chance  of  success,  we 
should  neyer  find  %  confederation  morei 
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strong,  more  xtaloo^s  or  more  united,  than 
that  of  which  we  formed  a  part ;  and  that 
if  tbit  confederation  was  dissolved,  there 
was   no  prospect  that   such  an  alliance 
could  eyer  be  again  formed.     He  should 
also  observe,  that  he  should  not  have  foU 
filled  his  doty,  according  to  his  own  con- 
ception of  it,  if  he  hsd  presented  himself 
to  the  House  without   having  consulted 
the   greatest  military    characters  of  the 
different  Allifd  Powers,  as  to  the  pro^p^ct 
of  success  with  the  means  which  would  be 
placed  at  their  disposal ;    and  the  result 
was,  that  though  the  event  of  every  war 
was  uncertain  and  in  the  hands  of  Provi- 
dence, yet  as  far  as  human  means,  dispo- 
sitions, and  judgment  could  go,  we  might 
rely   on  success.      His    own   confidence 
alone,  however  strong  it  was,  as  well  at 
present  as  during  the  late  contest,  which 
confidence  had  been  justified  by  the  re- 
sult, would    have   been    an    insufficient 
ground  for  the  judgment  of  the  House  to 
rest  on;  but  in  the  opinions  of  all  the 
great  military   characters  of  the  Allied 
Powers  their  lordships  might  confidently 
rely.     But  they  were  also  to  inquire  what 
alternative  was   proffered    them  ?    None 
other  but  an   armed    peace — a  'feverish 
state  of  suspense,  to  which  that  repose  and 
tranquillity  which  had  formerly  been  held 
aynonimous  with  peAte,  would  be  foreign. 
They  had  to  look  to  a  peace  with  a  war 
establishment— -a  state  not  the  lestf  cala- 
mitous, because  this  country  had  had  ex- 
perience of  it.     It  was  not  to  be  denied, 
that  there  were  circumstances  in  which 
an  armed  peace  would  be  preferable  to 
war;  such  circumstances  had  existed, and 
be  might  have  preferred  such  a  course  in 
the  present  instance,  if  the  Allied  Powers 
were  not  prepared  for  war,  or  were  indis- 
posed to  enter  into  it*   In  these  cases,  not- 
withstanding the  great  inconvenienciesof  a 
state  of  armed  peace,  he  should  have  pre- 
ferred it  to  war,  and  should  have  waited 
for  more  favourable  times.     But  the  ques- 
tion was  before  them  now,  not  while  the 
Allies  were  unprepared,  unripe,  and  di- 
vided, but  when  one  sentiment  prevailed 
among  them  in  favour  of  war.     That  reso- 
lution having  been  come  to,  the  present 
was  the  moment  to  strike  effectually.  We 
had  now  the  means  to  avert  the  danger ; 
bot  if  we  delayed  to  strike,  the  danger 
would   continue,   but  our  means   would 
cease  to  exist. 

Wilb  regard  to  economy,  he,  as  much 
asi  any  man,  was  disposed-  to  give   full 

weight  to  that  consideration ;  and  if  the 
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state  of  Our  finances  was  of  importance  at 
any  time,  it  was  of  the  greater  importance 
while  the  arrears  of  a  former  war  remained 
unpaid.    The  true  question,  however,  was» 
whether  we  should  commence  the  contest 
at  the  present  moment,  or  under  circum- 
stances which  must  arise  out  of  a  long 
continuance  in  a  state  of  armed  peace  ? 
Peace,  with  a  peace  establishment,  no  man 
could  now  think  of;    but  if  we  were  to 
have  the  expenses  of  war  in  peace,  and  in 
the  enc)  be  obliged  to  enter  into  active 
war,  we  should  find,  in  a  few  years,  that 
such  a  course  would  be  as  little  wise  on 
principles  of  economy  as  on  every  other 
principle  which   be  had  developed.      If 
there  was  a  question  of  which  all'  the 
branches  should  be  fully  considered  before 
a  decision  was  come  to,  it  was  the  present. 
He  had  before  stated,  in  answer  to  a  ques- 
tion which  had  been  put  to  him,  that  it 
was  not  the  desire  of  the  Prince  Regent'a 
.Goveinment  to  goad  the  Allies    into  a 
war.     When    he  had'  stated  that  dispo- 
sition, it  was  not  from  any  doubt  as  to  the 
policy  which  it  was  proper  to  pursue,  bot 
Jest   It    should   be    imputed   to  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  that  they  had  taken 
advantage  of  the  first  feeling  of  the  Allies 
to  hurry  them  to  a  decision  which  thejr 
Blight   have  afterwards  regretted,   or  to 
precipitate    them    into  hostilities  which 
they  might  afterwards  have  wished  had 
been  avoided.     So  contrary  to  this  had 
been  the  conduct  of  the  Government,  that 
even  after  the  Allies  had  seemed  to  have 
decided,  when  circumstances  had  occurred 
which  might  have  made  a  difference  in 
that  decisiop,  his  Majesty's  Government, 
was  anxioiis  that   the  former  judgment 
should  be  reconsidered  under  those  new 
circumstances ;   not  that  they  supposed  it 
would  alter  the  decision,  nor  from  a  doubt 
that  their    first    impressions    were   well 
founded,  but  in  order  that  a  war,  which 
must  be  attended  with  such  serious  conse* 
quences  to  one  or  other  of  the  contending 
parties,  might  be  entered  upon  after  a 
most  mature  consideration  of  all  the  cir- 
cumstances.   The  contest,  the  commence* 
ment  of  which  he  should  that  night  call  on 
their  lordships  to  sanction,  was  one  which 
had  been  entered  Into  from  the  best  mo- 
tives, and  under  the  best  auspices.     Wars 
were  at  times  commenced  for  purposes  of 
ambition,  under  the  pretence  of  security, 
or  specious    pretexts  with    some    other 
name.     But  the  present  contest,  he  be- 
lieved he  could  Speak  for  all  the  Allied 
Powers,  bat  most  certainly  for  Great  Bri* 
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taio,  was  entered  apon  from  no  idea  of  any 
other  interest  than  the  general  peace  and 
^curity  of  £urope.  There  was  no  detire 
on  the  part  of  ^  any  of  the  confederates  to 
see  the  power  of  France  abridged,  te  cur- 
tail  her  dominion,  or  to  diojinish  her  re* 
sources ;  their  only  wish  was  to  see  a  Go- 
vernment established,  which  might  affard 
U>  Europe  and  the  world  a  possibility  of 
remaining  at  peace.  As  to  ihe  re- esta- 
blishment* of  the  Bourbons  in  that  country, 
be  acknowledged  it  wa«  an  object  dear  to 
his  heart,  not  only  on  principles  of  feeling, 
which  he  was  not.  ashamed  to  avow,  but 
becaui^e  it  would  afford  the  best  chance  of 
repo«>e  to  Europe.  During  the  negociations 
at  Chatillon  in  the  last  year,  there  was 
DO  maitifestation  of  sentiments  in  Fiance 
against  its  p/enent  Ruler,  and  in  fatour  of 
the  family  of  the  Bourbons,  but  at  the  pre- 
sent time  he  had  the  best  reason  to  believe, 
that  a  great  qiajurity^tbat  three- fourths 
of  .the  people  of  Franco  were  desirous  of 
ibe  return  of  their  King.  Aji  far  as  could 
be  collected  from  the  evidence  of  the  best 
informed  persons,  tlie  South,  the  West, 
9nd  the  North  of  France  were  completely 
in  fafour  of  the  family  of  the  Bourbons. 
Wirh  a  knowledge  of  this  fact,  and  with 
the  full  conviction  that  the  general  secu- 
fity  of  Europe  wouUl  be  best  consulted  by 
the  re-establishment  of  Louis  18,  he 
should  be  ashamed  if  he  did  not  avow, 
that  he  sincerely  wished  for  that  event. 
But  at  the  same  time  he  acknowledged^ 
that  no  government  had  a  right  to  dictate 
to^  another  coantry  what  government  it 
should  choose.  -If  it  was  the  deliberate 
opinion  of  a  people  to  reject  any  particn- 
Isr  government,  there  was  no  power  which 
could  interfere  to  force  them  into  subjec- 
tion to  it.  But  the  nations  of  Europe 
bad  a  right  to  interfere  to  overthrow  a 
government,  the  establishment  of  which 
might  be  inconsistent  with  their  peace  and 
security.  The  nations  of  Europe  could 
say  to  France,  not  what  government  she 
should  have,  but  what  she  should  not  have, 
trhe  distinction  was  clear  and  self-evident; 
and  the  right  was  manifest,  more  espe- 
fcially  when  the  conditions  of  peace  bad 
been  more  favourable  on  account  of  the 
establishment  of  a  government,  the  good 
faith  a(9d  character  of  -which  enabled 
Europe  to  look  forward  to  tranquillity  and 
repose.  The  sentiments  of  the  Alliance  on 
this  point  were  most  unanimous,  and  were 
most  ably  stated  in  the  dispatch .  from 
lord  Clancarty^  which  be  bad  last,  night 
had  the  honour  of  communicatiDg  tp  the 


House.  The  question  which  their  lord* 
ships  should  put  to  themselves  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion  was.  Whether  there  could 
be  any  prospect  of  peace  with  the  present 
Government  of  France  :  or  whether  to  tb« 
removal  of  that  Government  alone  w« 
could  look  forward  for  security  ?  The  co- 
operation of  this  country  in  this  great 
work  was  most  importatU;  and  if  their 
lordships  conceived  that  tbe  alliance  was 
founded  on  just  principles  of  policy,  they 
could  not  wish  that  this  country,  from 
principles  of  selfish  policy,Ahould  take  oa 
itself  all  the  odium-  and  responsibility 
which  It  would  incur,  from  an  unwilling* 
ness  to  join  in  the  great  work  of  crushing 
the  greatest  evil  which  had  existed  withia 
the  memory  of  man.  It  was  not  on  calcup 
ilations  alone,  which  in  ordinary  cases 
governed  human  policy,  that  the  present 
contest  was  founded  ;  but  on  a  sentiment 
of  common  sense,  by  which  every  maa^ 
most  have  said  to  himself^-"  While  this 
stale  of  things  remains,  I  cannot  be  safe.'' 
Such  must  be  the  feeling  of  all  classes  of 
men  in  every  nation.  Such  was  the 
ground  of  a  war  which  was  io  be  carried 
on  by  means  which  bad  already  done  so 
much,— *by  an  alliance  by  which  Europe 
bad  once  been  delivered,  and  a  peace  con* 
eluded  which  had  once  afforded  a  fair 
prospect  of  durability.  The  great  work 
was  once  more  to  be  commenced  ;  and  the 
eventi  he  trusted,  would  b^  the  tranquillity 
of  Europe,  the  peace  of  nations^  and  the 
establishment,  on  a  firm  basis,  of  their 
rights,  their  liberties,  and  their  iode* 
pendence.  The  noble  earl  then  concliided 
with  moving* 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
to  return  his  Royal  Highness  the  Thanks 
of  this  House  for  his  most  gracious  Mes- 
sage, by  which  his  Royal  Highness  has 
been  pleased  to  inform  u^  that  in  conse- , 
quence  of  the  events  which  have  pccurred 
in  France,  in  direct  contravention  of  the 
Treaties  concluded  at  Paris  in  the  course 
of  last  year,  his  Royal  Highness  had 
judged  it  necessary  to^  enter  into  engage- 
ments with  his  Majesty's  Allies,  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  such  a  concert  as 
present  circumstances  indispensably  re« 
quire,  and  as  may  prevent  the  revival  of 
a  system,  which  experience  has  proved  to 
be  incompatible  with  the  peace  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  other  nations  of  Europe, 

"  To  make  our  acknowledg.nients  to 
bis  Royal  Highness,  for  having  directed 
copies  of  tba  Treaties  which  have  beta 
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oficloded  to  be  \%\A  before  « ;  and  to  ts- 
ttre  his  Royal  Higbiie«i,tbak  he  may  con* 
identiy  rely  on  the  cordta)  support  of  this 
loose  in  all  meatoret  which  it  may  be 
lecessary  fbr  bis  Royal  Highness  to  adopt 
n  conjunction  with  his  Majesty's  Allies, 
igaiosi  the  common  enemy  at  ihls  im- 
lortant  crisis/' 
The  question  having  been  put, 
Earl  Grey  -rose  and  said :— My  lords ; 
^fier  a  speech  abonnding  in  assertions,  bnt 
rery  sparing  of  every  sound  and  general 
^iew    of    those    political    considerations 
vhich  shovid  govern  the  decision  of  a 
British  House  of  Parliament  on  the  very 
mportant  question  which  is  this  night  to 
>e  submitted   to  its  judgment;    after  a 
peech  replete  with  confident  anticipations 
»f  soccesa,  but  not  containing  one  single 
riew  of  the  opposite  side  of  the  question, 
md  which  has  not  contemplated  the  pos- 
ibility  of  danger  or  of  reverses*  and  which 
It  last  ended  with  a  new  principle  in  the 
liscossion  of  grave  questions  of  policy— 
in  assertion  that  it  is  a  question  of  feeling; 
he  noble  Earl  has  proposed  an  Address 
vhich  merely  re-echoes  the  Message  from 
be  throne.  Mv  lords,  I  hardly  know  how 
o    describe  the   extraordinary  situation 
n  which  the  House  and  the  country  is 
iqw  placed.    The  terms  of  the  Message, 
md  of  the  Treaties  to  which  it  refers, 
vould  seem  to  indicate  that  our  situation 
s  that  of  actual  war,  and  that  the  vote 
vhich  is  this  night  proposed  to  us  is  called 
or  to  sanction  the  immediate  commence- 
nent  of  hostilities.     But  in  answer  to  a 
luestion  put  by  me  last  night,  we  were 
old  by  the  noble  earl,  that  hostilities  are 
lot    yet   commenced,   and    that  though 
reaties  are  concluded,  and    have    been 
sommuntcated  to  your  lordships,  by  which 
he  present  Ruler  of  France  is  described 
IS  a  person  with  whom  there  can  neither 
)e  peace  nor  truce  ;  and  though  those  de- 
clarations are  sanctioned  by  which  he  is 
lescribed    as   an   outlaw-^as    a    person 
tgainst  whom  the  arm  of  the  law  should 
je  stretched  forth,  and  even  «s  a  man 
igainst  whom  public  vengeance  may  by 
my  individual  be  directed;  yet,  not  only 
lostilities  are   not  commenced   in  their 
ordinary  form  by  the  issue  of  letters  of 
narqae  and  reprisal,  but  that  we  are  so 
ittle  in  a  state  of  war,  thact  vessels  on  their 
massage  to  supply  with  ammunition  and 
irovisions  of  war,  places  against  which 
>or  attacks  are  to  be  directed,  after  having 
>een  detained,  have  been  released  from 
be  porta  of  tfaii  country.    I  ask,  then,  in 
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what  new  sitmtion  are  we  to  be  placed  ? 
Are  we  to  sanction  these  treaties  which  . 
contain  a  declaration  of  war,  witboot  m 
possibility  of  troce  or  peace,  and  to  leave 
It  to  the  discretion  of  the  Execntive  Go- 
vernment to  act,  or  not  to  act,  as  they 
may  think  expedient,  upon  this  tre- 
mendous declaration  ?  The  noble  earl  has 
also  told  us,  that  the  ratification  of  the 
Treaty  with  Austria  has  not  yet  arrived, 
though  he  has  at  the  same  time  assured 
us,  that  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  it  will 
be  shortly  received.  He  has  alluded^ 
in  support  of  bis  assertion,  to  the  dispatch 
of  lord  Clancarty;  and  I  admit,  giving 
credit  to  that  dispatch,  that  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  the  ratification  will 
not  ultimately  be  withheld.  But  until  that 
ratification  is  received,  the  faith  of  Austria 
is  not  ultimately  pledged ;  and  if  by  any 
onforeseen  accident  or  calamity  her  viewa 
should  be  altered,  or  her  means  impaired^ 
she  woold  still  be  at  liberty  to  retrace  her 
steps.  This,  I  admit,  is  not  probable* 
though  possible;  nor  is  it  a  possibility 
wbicn  I  much  contemplate,  though  it  cer* 
tainly  heightens  the  extraordinary  situa- 
tion in  which  we  are  placed>  on  the  first 
declaration  of  an  interminable  war,  under 
the  circumstances  which  hate  been  stated 
to  your  lordships. 

This,  however,  is  a  very  unimportant 
part  of  the  question,  and  1  proceed  to  tho 
consideration  of  those  grounds 'which  the 
noble  earl  has  brought  forward  to-influence 
our  decision.  Those  grounds  are  compre* 
bended  in  two  points— *the  first  as  to  the 
right,  the  last  as  to  the  expediency  of  the 
commencement  of  a  war— a  fair  and  just 
division,  by  which  the  consideration  of 
every  question  of  this  kind  should  be  ar-' 
ranged.  The  first  point,  as  to.the  right  of 
going  to  war,  the  noble  earl  was  pleased 
to  take  advantage  of  something  that  waa 
said  on  a  former  occasion,  to  consider  aa 
one  which  it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to 
labour  at  any  considerable  length  ;  and  I 
must  say  that  he  has  by  no  means  satisfied 
me  as  to  that  question  of  right.  He  bat 
stated  that  which  is  undeniably  true,  that 
all  just  wars  must  be  undertaken  in  self^ 
defence.  It  is  not  sufficient  that  we  have 
a  claim  upon  an  enemy,  but  we  most 
show  that  it  is  necessary  to  our  security 
that  we  should  enforce  it ;  and  if  we  add 
the  qualification  of  justice  to  necessity, 
and  say  that  a  war  is  just  and  necessary, 
we  roust  not  use  those  attributert  in  a  dis« 
junctive  sense— -for  '  justum  bellum  quibus' 
*  necesittrium,  et  pia  arma  quibua  nisi  in 
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arniif  nulla  reltnqaitar  spes.'  I  allotv 
that  it  is  not  incumbent  on  tho^e  who  com- 
SDence  a  war  to  ahuw  that  tbey  had  no 
allernative  but  war*  or  immediate  inevi- 
table^ destruction.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
tC  the  danger  be  remote,  it  should  be 
clearly  shown,  that  if  it  be  not  in  lime 
proceeded  against,  the  evil  may  be  serious 
r— it  must  be  shown,  in  fact,  that  the  ap- 
prehension is  sincefe,  and  that  it  is  not 
Blade  u«e  of  as  a  screen,  while  the  con- 
test is  really  entered  into  under  the  die* 
tation  of  some  other  motive.  The  appre- 
hension which  is  necessary  to  justify  war, 
cannot  be  better  expressed  than  by  tho^e 
words  by  which,  by  our  common  law,  the 
apprehension  which  justifies  homicide  is 
described — it  must  be  a  just  apprehension, 

*  non  quselibetsuspicio  vani  et  meticulosi 
'  boiliinis,  sed  qualis  incidat  in  virum  for- 

*  tern  et  prudentem.'     There  is  another, 
point    equally    indisputable    with    those 
which  I  have  stated,  and  of  which  all  the 
writers  on  public  law  make  mention,  that 
when  rights  are  violated,  or  wrongs  in- 
flicted, or  danger  threatened,  a  demand 
should  be  made  for  the  re-establishment 
of  the  right,  a  reparation  of  the  wrong,  or 
security  against  the  danger,  before  any 
power  is  justified  in  recurring  to  the  last 
resort  of  arms,  except  when  a  danger  is 
io  imminent,  that  an  immediate  resort  to 
anps  is  absolutely  necessary.   Those  prin- 
ciples the  noble  earl  has  stated,  and  I  ven- 
ture to  re-state  them,  for  which  I  should 
apologize  to  the  House ;   but  these  prin- 
ciples are  the  true  test  and  criterion  by 
which  the  war  in  which  we  shall,  I  fear, 
soon  be  engaged,  must  be  tried.     It  can- 
not be  said,  that  any  act  has  been  per- 
formed, any  demand  made,  any  aggres- 
sion, any  insult  offered  on   the  part  of 
France,  which  demands  reparation  ;    nor 
can   it   be   contended,  that  France    has 
placed  herself  in  such  a  menacing  attitude 
as  forms  the  ordinary  justification  of  war, 
or  which  might  give  us  a  right  to  ask  for 
further  security  than  that  which  we  pos- 
sess.   If  we  possess  a  right  of  war,  it  is 
from  the  violation  of  some  treaties.    The 
Treat}'  of  Paris  has  been  violated,  the 
fundamental  condition  of  which  was  the 
abdication   of   Buonapart^,    a    condition 
which  has  been  held  indispensable  to  our 
security.     1  am  happy,  my  lords,  that  the 
noble  earl  has  put  the  question  on  this 
ground ;  because  be  has  thus  avoided  any 
contradiction  of  a  most  important  prin- 
ciple, the  right  of  every  people  to  choose 
^  ^vrn  government.    No  one  holds  mora 
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sacred  than  I  do,  the  right  of  ievery  people 
to  choose  a  government  suited  to  their 
own  interests,  of  which  they  must  be.  the 
be«t  jutiges.  But  we  must  not  discuss  ab- 
stract general  principles,  but  must  con- 
sider them  as  they  are  effected  by  cir« 
cumstances*  By  right  all  men  are  equal; 
but  innumerable  are  tlie  distinctions  which 
the  progress  of  social  society  has  intro* 
duced.  So  by  nature  have  ail  nations  the 
right  to  choose  their  own  government,  as 
they  are  the  best  judges,  and  as  there  ia 
no  other  power  which  has  a  right  to  con- 
trol them.  But  this  right  thus  generally 
stated  csnnot  be  maintained  unqualified 
by  any  exceptions ;  and  one  evident  coix* 
dition  under  which  nation's  have  the  right 
to  choose  their  own  government  iS  this, 
that  the  government  chosen  must  not  be 
such  as  to  be  necessarily  dangerous  to 
any  other  state* 

Let  us,  my  lords,  however,  take  rare 
that  in  admitting  this  extensive  exception, 
we  do  not  so  essentially  injure  the  right 
as  almost  to  destroy  its  existence.  Is  it 
every  danger,  that  by  remote  possibility 
can  occur,  that  can  authorize  us  to  inter* 
fere  ?  I  am  sure  .the  noble  earl  is  toa 
much  attached  to  the  general  principles 
on  which  depend  the  security  and  inde* 
pendence  of  nations,  to  argue* to  that  ex- 
treme, What  then',  let  us  inquire,  are  th.e 
dangers  that  will  give  us  the  right  ?  First* 
I  say,  it  must  be  that  species  of  danger 
which  is.  connected  with  the  right,  and  to 
judge  of  it  you  must  resort  to  the  expo* 
rience  of  the  conduct  of  government  in  all 
good  times.  What  are  the  cases  in  which 
nations  have  felt  themselves  entitled  to 
control  the  abstract  right  of  others  in 
this  respect  ?  I  have  taken  some  pains  ia 
my  examinations  upon  this  point,  and  I 
have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  danger 
that  has  been  held  adequate,  but  whece 
great  nations  were  to  be  so  united  in  ppwer 
and  resources,  as  to  be  able  to  hazard  the 
general  security  and  interest  of  the  rest. 
Your  lordships  are  no  doubt  acquainted 
with  the  facts  attending  the  Pragmatic 
Sanction  and  the  War  of  the  Succession* 
in  which  the  right  of  interference  with  the 
choice  of  the  people  was  claimed  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  an  alteration  ,of 
territorial  possessions,  that  by  the  ag* 
grand izement  of  one  power  might  en- 
danger the  general  interests  of  Europe* 
[His  lordship  here  adverted  to  the  histo- 
rical facts  relating  to  the  Pragmatic  Sanc- 
tion formed  under  Charles  6,  in  J  724t  and 
then  proceeded.]    What  was  the  objecii 


3S7] 


Meitage  nkabig  to  Bwiee. 


Mat23»  1815. 


[338 


of  that  arrangement  ?  To  preserve  entire 
the  hereditary  dominions  of  the  House  of 
Austria— ^against  what  ?  -  Against  internal 
reTolations  ?     No;    but    against    foreign 
competitors  who  might  take  advantage  of 
the  weakness  of  the  daughter  of  the  Em* 
peror,  and  put  in  claims  like  those  made 
afterwards  by  the  King  of  Prussia  with 
regard   to  Silesia.      The  object  of  the 
Sanction,  therefore,  was  distinctly  this— 
to  preserve  the  territories  of  the  House  of 
Austria  in  a  state  consistent  with  their 
own  integrity  and  the  security  of  the  rest 
of  Europe.      The  same  was  the  object 
that  gave  rise  to  the  War  of  the  Succes- 
sion.    In  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of 
Charles  2,  of  Spain*  great  anxiety  pre- 
vailed lest  the  Dauphin  of  France,  who 
was  the  next  heir,  should  succeed  to  that 
throne,  and  unite  in  himself  the  mighty 
kingdoms  of  France  and  Spain— a  com- 
bination that  was  likely  to  endanger  the 
general  interests  of  the  rest  of  Europe. 
What  measures  were  taken  to  avert  the 
evil  ?     Two  treaties    of   partition   were 
formed  under  the  sanction  of  King  Wil- 
liam, as  I  think  unjustifiable  in  their  prin- 
ciple, and  ill  calculated  to  effect  the  ob- 
jects in  view,  making  various  arrange- 
ments with  regard  to  the  Italian  and  other 
dominions  of  Spain.     To  guard  against 
the  apprehended  danger,  an  eiqpTess  pro- 
vision, sanctioned  by  the  Grown  of  France, 
was  introduced,  that  at  the  death  of  Charles 
2,  the  Dauphin  should  renounce  his  claim 
for  what  were  held  to  be  equivalent  ad- 
vantages.   When,  therefore,  the  King  of 
Spain  ceased  to  reign,  and  the  duke  of 
Anjou  was  to  have  succeeded,  a  legitimate 
ground  of  war  was  afforded  for  the  pur- 
pose of   preventing  the  junction  of  two 
powerful  monarchies.     I  say,  then,  that 
this,  like  the  Pragmatic  Sanction,  is  not  a 
case  in  point,  for  it  rests  upoa  the  same 
general  principle  of  resisting  the  union  of 
two  states  that  might  by  their  joint  powers 
>  over-run  and  subjugate  the  other  nations  of 
the  continent 

But- what  was  the  conduct  of  the  British 
Government  at  that  juncture  ?  Did  King 
William,  notwithstanding  the  abstract 
right  he  possessed,  immediately  declare 
war  and  insist  upon  a  renunciation  ?  No ; 
on  the  contrary,  they  required  securities ; 
Ihe  strong  places  in  the  Netherlands  were 
to  be  given  op;  Ostend  and  Nieuport 
were  to  be  placed  -in  the  hands  of  King 
WilliatD ;  and  above  all,  a  guarantee  was 
required,  that  no  part  of  the  Spanish  domi- 
nions should  be  ceded  to  the  Crown  of 
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France.  Here,  then,  you  have,  fiat,  a 
recognition  of  the  principle,  that  it  was 
only  an  accession  of  territory,  a  dangerous 
aggrandizement  that  was  to  be  guarded 
against;  next  ypu  find,  that  when  the  sti« 
pulations  of  the  Treaty  were  not  observed^ 
securities  were  demanded  and  given ;  and 
lastly,  a  most  useful  caution  is  affbrded 
against  involving  ourselves  in  wars  of  this 
description ;  for  notwithstanding  the  vehe- 
ment declaration  of  Parliament  in  its  fa* 
vour,  even  stronger  than  that  of  the  noble 
earl  this  evening,  the  result  proved  that 
the  dangers  were  more  imaginary  thaa 
real,  and  Europe  enjoyed  afterwards  a  re* 
pose  of  longer  duration,  and  of  greater 
security,  than  it  had  often  before  expert* 
enced.  There  is,  however,  another  case^ 
more  recent  and  not  less  in  point-— I  mean 
that  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris  itself,  in  which, 
in  contemplation  of  the  marriage  'of  the 
Princess  Charlotte  with  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  it  is  provided,  for  the  general 
security,  that  the  successor  to  the  Crown 
of  England  should  not  also  hold  the  domi* 
nions  of  the  House  of  Orange.  Upon  the 
general  principle,  for  the  safely  of  the 
whole,  the  other  parties  to  the  Treaty 
would  have  had  a  right  of  war,  had  its 
articles  been  broken  by  the  marriage  and 
the  union  of  the  two  states. 

What  then,  let  us  inquire,  is  the  species 
of  dange^  against  which  we  have  thus  a 
right  td  provide  ?  Is  a  danger  arising 
from  the  personal  existence  and  personal 
character  of  Buonaparte  sufficient  to  au- 
thorize our  interposition  ?  I  would  ask/ 
whether  in  the  history  of  war,  disfigured 
as  it  is  by  false  pretences,  such  a  principle 
was  ever  before  heard  of?  I  would  ask, 
whether  any  writer  in  times  comparatively 
civilized  gives  a  single  instance  of  a  fo* 
reign  power  interfering  to  prevent  the 
choice  of  a  sovereign,  on  account  of  his 
personal  character  and  qualities  }  Vattel, 
in  referring  to  this  point,  is  compelled  to 
go  back  to  fabulous  times  for  an  instance 
of  a  monster  so  odious  from  his  personal* 
qualities  as  to  induce  the  interposition  of 
a  foreign  nation  to  prevent  his  succession. 
This  search  for  a  precedent  in  barbarous 
ages  reminds  me  of  the  late  lord  Lough* 
borough;  when  Mr.  Wedderbnrn,  who  on 
one  occasion  had  justified  a  proceeding  of 
Government  by  adverting  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  Regulus,  and  ever  afterwards  it 
became  a  bye-w'ord  of  ridicule;  in  opposing 
an  argument  of  that  kind,  that  the  Soli* 
eilor- general  had  been  particularly  happy 
in  the  case  of  Reguhis*  But,  my  lorda^  I 
I     (Z) 
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%fn  prepared  to  conteod,  that  from  Ibe 
▼ery  nature  of  man*  from  tbe  Tery  con> 
dlitioa  of  mortality,  personal  objections 
^cannot  be  a  justifiable  ground  of  war :  the 
ctangera  against  which  yoo  would  provide 
arise  from  political  causes^  and  most  be 
ibe  same  under  all  sovereigns.  To  revert 
to  the  case  of  Spain,  to  which  I  before 
referred,  where  opposiiion  was  given  to 
the  junction  of  Spain  to  France  :  tbe  ob- 
jection applied  to  the  immense  accumula* 
lion  of  power,  and  if  the  Sovereign  of 
France  had  been  the  most  pacific,  unam- 
bitious prince  the  world  bad  ever  known, 
it  could  not  have  removed  it,  and  for  this 
obvious  reason,  that  that  power  might,  in 
the  course  of  nature,  devolve  into  the 
l)ands  of  a  prince  of  a  character  directly 
opposite.  Take,  then,  the  converse  of  that 
(^ase,  and  I  argue,  that  the  mere  existence 
of  a  sovereign  of  an  ambitious  and  warlike 
disposition  cannot  give  you  the  right  of 
war,  and  for  this  simple  reason,  that  he  is 
mortal ;  he  is  subject  to  the  consequence 
.of  accident,  disease,  and  age— death. 
From  this  natural  cause  yon  may  have 
sufficient  security  to  induce  yon  to  main- 
tain the  relations  of  peace. 
.  Then  we  come  to  the  question,  whether 
wder  the  Treaty  you  have  that  right  of 
vrar,  and  then  whether,  admitting  the 
right,  it  be  expedient  to  insist  upon  it.  I 
nm  willing  to  admit,  with  the  noble  earl, 
that  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  obliffa- 
tion  is  to  be  collected,  not. from  one  m- 
atrument  merely,  but  from  all  the  treaties 
of  Fontainbleau  and  Paris :  bat  first  let 
ns  esamime  the  Treaty  of  Fontaiobleao. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  noble  earl 
denies  that  there  has  been  any  breach  of 
those  engagements  by  the  Allies,  but  he 
does  contend  that  there  has  been  no  such 
breach  as  to  justify  the  conduct  of  Buona- 
parte If  the  noble  earl  argues,  that  tbe 
Allies  have  been  guilty  of  no  breach  of 
tbe  Treaty  of  Fontainbleau,  I  apprehend 
be  undertakes  a  task  of  no  ordinary  diffi- 
culty. Does  he  mean  to  denv  that  the 
pension  to  Buonaparit^  has  not  been  paid  ? 
Certainly  not.  Does  he  deny  that  the 
property  of  Buonaparte  and  his  family 
lias  been  seouestrated  ?  Certainly  not; 
and  both  toose  instances  are  ,  direct 
breaches  of  the  Treaty  of  Fontalnbleaa : 
but  tbe  first  was  Tindicated  upon  the  old 
backnied  ground,  that  it  was  required  by 
yeasona  or  state ;  and  in  answer  to  the 
second,  it  was  said,  that  the  property  was 
taken  in  satisfaction  of  the  debto  of  Boo- 
Qapnrtif^when  there  was  an  express  pro- 


Tision  in  the  Treaty  that  those  debts 
should  be  paid  out  of  the  Civil  List.  There 
was,  however,  a  third,  and  if  possible,  a 
more  flagrant  breach  of  tbe  Treaty  in  re- 
spect to  the  archduchess  and  her  son- 
Was  it  denied  that  it  was  intended  to  de- 
prive her  of  the  duchies  of  Parma,  Pla- 
centia,  and  Guastalla  ?  The  conduct  of 
the  Allies  with  relation  to  this  point  was, 
in  truth,  most  scandalous.  Then,  says  the 
noble  earl,  none  of  these  breaches  caa 
justify  the  conduct  of  Buonaparti,  unless 
he  can  prove  that  be  made  a  previous  de- 
mand of  satisfaction  and  redress,  and  this 
position  he  rests  upon  tbe  authority  of 
writers  on  the  Laws  of  Nations.  I  ana 
ready  to  contest  that  ^oint  with  the  noble 
earl,  although  I  admit  that,  generally, 
there  ought  to  be  a  demand  of  reparation 
before  hostilities  are  declared ;  but  in 
cases  of  breach  of  treaty,  what  is  the  opi- 
nion of  Grotitts,  and  after  him  of  Vattel } 
Disclaiming  the  nice  distinctions  of  the 
noble  earl  between  essential  and  unessen- 
tial articles,  they  state  expressly,  that  the 
non-performance  of  a  condition  giyes  the 
party  injured  the  option  either  to  nego- 
ciate  for  redress,  or  to  bold  tbe  treaty 
utterly  null  and  void.  I  say,  then,  that 
the  conditions  to  be  performed  bv  the 
Allies  being  violated,  Buonaparte  had  a 
right  to  Gi^ider  himself  absolved  from 
the  condition  of  bis  abdication,  and  the. 
manner  of  proceeding  in  such  a  case  de- 
pended upon  his  own  judgment. 

Tbe  noble  earl  has  repeated  to-night, 
with  great  triumph,  an  argument  over 
and  over  again  refuted,  that  Buona- 
parte never  rested  his  case  upon  tbe 
groond  of  a  breach  of  treaty.  What  ia 
the  fact  I  In  the  proclamation  dated  froni 
Bourgogne,  he  expressly  declares  that 
those  breaches  had  restored  him  to  his 
throne  and  to  his  rights ;  and  he  adds, 
that  still  further  violations  were  appre- 
hended, for  it  seemed  likely  that  the  AUiea 
would  deprive  him  of  tbe  asyhim  he  had 
chosen.  The  noble  earl  intimates  by  bis 
gestures,  that  there  was  no  foundation  for 
such  a  fear ;  but,  recollecting  what  passed 
at  Congress,  it  does  not  seem  imreasonable 
that  Buonaparte  should  have  felt  that  such 
an  event  was  likely  to  take  place*  I  have 
no  doubt  that  the  British  ministers  were 
not,  and  would  not  baye  beea  parties  to 
such  an  unwarrantable  proceeding;  but 
does  it  appear  that  they  were  acquainted 
with  all  that  took  place  at  Vienna?  Will 
they  take  upon  themselves  to  say,  thai  no 
such  measure  was  aver  in  contemplatioD^ 
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•oggetted  it  to  the  Sovereigns?  Is  there 
DO  reason  to  beltere  that  the  fact  war- 
ranted Buonapan6's  assertion  ?  It  is  re- 
markable, opon  this  point,  that  on  the 
"Sth  of  March,  shortly  before  the  King 
left  Paris,  general  Dessolles,  who  com- 
manded the  goardsi  issued  a  proclamation, 
«nder  the  aothority  of  the  Oovernmeot,  at 
least  never  contradicted,  stating  distinctly, 
that  one  of  the  causes  precipitating  this 
desperate  attempt  was,  the  knowledge 
Baonapart6  bad  acquired  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  remove  him  from  the  island  of 
Elba.  It  will  not  be  denied,  then,  that 
Buonaparte  might  have  some  caose  for  his 
alarm.  I  will  not,  however,  dwell  opon 
this  point,  lest  It  should  bo  supposed  that 
I  evince  more  anxiety  to  vindica|te  the 
conduct  of  this  individual  than  I  really 
feel;  though  at  all  times  a  wish  to  do 
justice  on  both  sides  oilght  to  be  para- 
mount, in  order  to  take  care  that  we 
stand  right  in  the  face  of  the  world,  before 
we  renew  the  dreadful  calamities  of  war. 

Then,  my  lords,  we  arrive  at  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Treaty  of  Paris;  and 
here  there  are  two  great  principles  to  be 
attended  to :— first,  as  before  stated,  that 
ihe  privilege  of  a  nation  to  choose  its  own 
government  is  generally  a  sacred  right, 
and  the  exercise  of  that  right  does  not 
necessarily  abrogate  the  treaties  existing 
under  another  state  of  government,  unless 
the  change  be  eftcted  in  direct  contra- 
vention of  some  of  the  principles  of  the 
Treaty :— -secondly.  That  each  a  contra- 
vention of  some  part  of  the  Treaty  as  would 
justify  an  interference  must  be  precise, 
clear,  and  accurate  in  its  wording ;  which, 
like  a  penal  law,  mtMt  be  strictly  and 
specifically  st|rtcd  and  construed.    Is  there, 
then,  I  ask,  m  the  first  place,  any  gua- 
rantee under  this  Treaty  ?  Certainly  none. 
Is  there  a  special  exclosion  of  any  parti- 
cular   form    of   government?    Certainlv 
none.    Is  there  any  exclusion  of  a  parti- 
cular individual  from  that  government? 
Certainly  none.    Then,  what  is  the  con- 
clusion, but  that  the  people  are  left  to 
their  free  choice,  with  the  exception  of 
Buonapart^',  whose  exclusion  is  thus  col- 
lected by  the  noble  earl.    By  the  Treaty 
of  Fontainbleau  Buonapart&  abdicated  his 
throne :  by  tho  Treaty  of  Parts,  referring 
to  that  of  Fontainbleau,  peace  was  given 
to  Barope;  and  in  consequence  of  the 
4rhange  of  circimistances,  as  is  expressly 
stated  in  the  instrument,  certain  securr- 
Awabaiure  rtquired  from  France  are  not 
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I  obligation  contracted  by  the  people  of 
France  ?  They  are  not  confined  as  to  the 
form  of  government— they  might,  if  th^jr 
pleased,  have  ^tablished  a  military  des- 

Sotism  with  marshals  Massena  or  Ney,  of 
I.  Caulaincoort,  at  its  head  ;  or  a  popular 
republic,   under  the  auspices   of   count 
Csmot,  the  abb6  bieyes,  or  any  other 
member  of  the  revolutionary  committee 
of  public  safety,  and  we  should  have  had 
no  right  to  complain  or  interfere.    So 
nnich  we  may  distinctly  collect  from  the 
speech  of  the  noble  earl,  and  from  the 
dispatch  of  the  earl  of  Clancarty  ;  and  it 
now  remains  to  be  seen«  how  far  the 
Allies  are  justified  in  insisting  upon  tha 
exclusion    of    Buonaparte    on    personal 
grounds.    Is  his  abdication  referred  to  ia 
the  Treaty  of  Paris  ?  No,  not  specifically  ; 
but  it  is  said,  that  in  consequence  of  the 
re-establishment  of  the  paternal  reign  of 
the  ancient  Kings,  peace  has  been  granted 
to  France,  without  those  securities  whidi 
had  been  demanded  from  the  former  Go- 
vernment.   I  stated  on  a  recent  occasion, 
and  I  beg  to  repeat  it  now,  that  having 
by  the  Treaty  of  Paris  granted  certain 
advantages  to  France,  under  a  parti<:ulac 
state  of  things,  in  the  confidence  that  that 
stale  would  continue  (those  advantages 
being  the  yielding  of  the  claim  of  securi* 
t9es}»  if  that  state  of  things  does  not  con- 
tinue, the  right  reverts  of  demanding  the 
securities  which,  for  the  time,  had  been 
relinquished.    This,  then,  I  apprehend,  is 
the  whole  extentof  the  right  of  this  coun- 
try, to  demand  from  France  the  securities 
before  required.    If  we  contend  for  more, 
we  most  contend  for  much  more, — for  that 
which  even  the  noble  earl  does  not  argue, 
namely,  the  re-establishment  of  the  family 
of  the  Bourbons,  for  the  securities  before 
required  were  given  up  because  the  pa- 
ternal authority  of  the  Bourbons  was  re- 
stored ;'  and  if  the  noble  earl  insists  upon 
the  sH-ict  wording  of  the  Treaty,  he  must 
claim,  not  only  the  exclusion  of  Buona- 
parte, but  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons* 
I  contend,  therefore,  that  in  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  Treaty,  and  by  the  acknow- 
ledged law  of  nations,  the  utmost  you  can 
require  is  the  giving  of  those  securities  by 
France,  which  before  the  abdication  of 
Buonaparte    you    deemed    an    adequate 
barrier  to  his  ambitious  encroachments. 

Then  we  come  to  the  next  point— thd 
expediency  of  engaging  in  war.  I  re- 
member that  it  is  stated  by  Mr.  Burke — 
whose  speeches  and  writings  are  a  maga* 
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zine  of  arguments  for  and  a^aio'st  every  \ 
side  of  almost  every   queslion— on  this 
aubject,  that  as  a  naiiun   could   not  be 
justified  in  pursuing  war  for  a  profitable 
wrong,  80  neither  could  it  be  justified  in 
commencing  war  for  an  unprofitable  right; 
or,  in  other  words,  tha^  the  principle  of 
necessity  alone  wsr  that  of  expediency. 
I  have  said  that  if  Massena,  Caolaincourt, 
or  Ney,  had  been  at  the  head  of  the  French 
-nation,  the  only  question  would  have  been 
that  of  security  ;    and,  comparing  what 
prance  might  have  been  under  them,  and 
what  it  is  unde^  6uonapart6,  I  ask,  is  the 
difFerence  such  as  to  justify  ministers  in 
plunging   this  country  into  a  new  war, 
oefore  she  had  lime  even  to  bind  the  still 
bleeding  wounds  inflicted  in  her  late  and 
Jong-contested  hostilities?  In  viewing  the 
expediency,  it. is  necessary,  first,  to  con« 
template  the  character  of  the  war;  and, 
'Upon  this  point,  I  confess  1  was  much  dis- 
appointed that  the  noble  earl  thought  it' 
iKcessary    to   say    so    little.     When   the 
famous  Declaration  of  the  13th  of  March 
was  adverted  to  on  a  former  occasiofn,  the 
noble  earl  assured  the  House  that  no  con- 
struction was  to  be  put  upon  it  holding  out 
other   modes  of  attack  upon  Buonaparte 
beyond  the  legitimate  practice  and  prin- 
ciple of  ordinary   warfare.     The   Treaty 
of  Vienna  of  ihe  25ih  of  March  refers  in 
terms   to  this  document,  and  therefore,  to 
judge  properly  of  that  Treaty,  we  must 
look  at  ihe  Declaration.     It  is  there  dis- 
tinctly  and    unequivocally  asserted,  that 
by  violating  the  convention  which  esta- 
blished him  in  Elba,  Buonaparte  bad  for- 
feited his  only  legal  title  to  existence— 
that  by  appearing  again  in  France,  he  has 
deprived  himself  of  the  protection  of  the 
.law,  and  had  manifested  to  the  universe 
that  there  could  be  neither  truce  nor  peace 
with  him — therefore  they  declare,  that  he 
bas  placed  himself  without  the  pale  of 
civil  and  social  relations,  and  as  an  enemy 
and  disturber  of  the  world,  has  rendered 
himself  liable  to  public  vengeance.     Such 
are  the  terms  of  this  instrument ;  and  yet 
the  noble  lord  asserts  that  nothing  more 
is  meant  than  that  the  ordinary  and  legal 
expedients  of  war  shall  be  employed  !    I 
should  be  glad  to  find  that  interpretation 
authorized   by  the    language;  because   I 
am  anxious,  not  only  lo  relieve  the  great 
name  afiixrd  to  that  document,  but  my 
country,  from   the   stigma  that  must  re- 
niain  upon  it,  were  we  to  form  an  opinion 
of  the  Declaration  by  the  natural  import 
pf  the  words.    Bat  what  meaning  can  we 
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affix  to  these  phrases — that  he  has  for^ 
feited  his  only  title  to  existence— that  be 
has  pot  himself  out  of  the  pale  of  civil 
and  social  relations — and  that  he  has  made 
himself  an  object  of  public  vengeance,-— 
excepting  that  it  is  inculcating  the  savage 
principle  of  assassination  ?  What  is  it 
but  saying  that  the  secret  dagger  as  welt 
as  the  public  sword  shall  be  unsheathed 
against  him  ?  Such  a  doctrine  has,  how- 
ever, been  disclaimed,  and  I  hope  sin- 
cerely ;  though  the  enemy  has  derived 
every  advantage  from  the  natural  impres- 
sion it  seems  calculated  to  produce. 

Admitting,  therefore,  that  the  mode  in 
which  we  are  to  make  war  is  legitimate, 
I  entreat  your  lordships  to  reflect  on  the 
dreadful  alternative  to  which  it  will  re- 
duce us.     Either  the  termination  must  be 
crowned  with  complete  success,  or  with 
abject  humiliation  by  the  compulsory  ac- 
knowledgment of  Buonaparte,  after  signal 
aiid  decisive  defeats.     Does  it  not,  then, 
become  a  question  of  the  first  moment, 
whether,   when  we  have   a  choice,  mi- 
nisters shall  be  allowed  to  commit  the 
country  by  the  commencement  of  hostili* 
ties  against  a  man  who  has  the  population 
and  resources  of  a  mighty  nation  at  hia 
command  ?  With  such  a  man  the  Allies 
have  declared  that  they  can  make  neither 
peace  nor  truce.     Events  cannot  be  con- 
trolled, nor  victories  ensured  ;  those  who 
now  support  the  ministers  of  this  country 
in  a  war,  may  soon  cease  to  countenance 
their  measures,  and  the  result  must  then 
be  disgrace  and  degradation.     It  is  not 
necessary  for  me  here  to  state  all  the  dan- 
gers this  country  would  have  to  encounter, 
though   every   prudent   statesman  would 
not   fail,  to  contemplate  all   the  conse- 
quences of  defeat,  even   in  the   hour  of 
success;    but  after  such    a  d<?claration, 
after,  such  proceedings   at  Vienna,  after 
such   a  triumph  over  the  fallen,  should 
Buonaparte  again  rise  above  his  enemies, 
even  without  attributing  to  him  all  the 
bad  passions  charged  by  the  noble  earl, 
what  hope  at  least  could  our  Allies  in- 
dulge ?  What  hope  could  even  we  have, 
with  diminished  population  and  exhausted 
revenues,  of   maintaining  our    indepen- 
dence ?   Such  extremity  of  humiliation, 
in  case   of  failure,  was,  perhaps,  never 
before  balanced  against  the  expediency 
of  commencing   a  war.     Does  not  this 
view  of  the  subject  require  that,  if  possi- 
ble, hostilities  should   be  avoided?    We 
have  never  yet  been  told  what  were  the 

securities  demanded  from  tbe  former  Go* 
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▼ernment  of  France,  that  at  that  time 
were  deemed  adequate  to  the  tranquillity 
and  independence  of  Europe.  Was  France 
to  have  heea  confined  to  her  ancient 
limitfi,  as  by  ihe  Treaty  of  Parts?  If  so, 
and  at  any  future  time  that  arrangement 
abould  be  madt*,  I  hope  all  painful  recitals 
will  be  omitted  ;  for.  in  my  opinion,  there 
are  few  greater  securities  for  peace  than 
avoiding  galling  reflections,  which  were 

5erpetuai«;d  by  the  terms  in  which  the 
'reaty  of  Paris  was  couched,  and  for 
which,  among  other  reasons,  I  held  it  to 
be  injudicious.  Those  who  contend  for 
war  now,  must  argue  much  beyond  th« 

goiots  CO  which  they  restricted  themselves 
efore  the  tail  of  Buonaparte ;  they  muitt 
contend  that  Europe  rannot  be  secure' 
white  France  is  independent.  Is  it  true, 
that  aftf.r  the  struggle  we  have  maintained 
with  such  unexampled  perseverance,  »nd 
the  glorious  triumph  we  ultimately  ob- 
tained, that  even  with  France  limited  to 
her  ancient  posisessions^  we  can  no  lonp;er 
be  secure  against  the  power,  the  ambition, 
and  the  rapacity  of  a  single  individual  ? 

The  notilr  rarl  has  rested  the  justifica- 
tion of  making  war  against  France  at  the 
present  time  principally  on  two  grounds: 
first,  on  the  internal  state  of  France  at  this 
time;  and  next,  on  the  present  state  of 
the  confederacy.  With  respect  to  tht 
internal  state  of  France,  1  would  ask  the 
]M)ble  ear<— have  you  at  the  present  mo- 
ment any  pri'cise  and  accurate  knowledge 
on  the  subject  ?  On  that  subject  it  is  not 
likely  that  his  Majesty's  Government 
ahould  possess  much  better  information 
than  other  persons;  they  can  have  no  in- 
formation but  what  they  derrve  from  such 
sources  as  are  open  to  our  own  knowledge. 
It  is  extremely  diflicult  to  come  at  any 
thing  like  a  satisfactory  conclusion  on  a 
subject  of  this  nature.  And  here,  my 
lords,  I  must  observe,  that  all  the  infor- 
mation stating  France  to  be  at  present  in 
a  disturbed  state,  comes  from  a  very  inte- 
rested source,  and  is  delivered  to  very 
interested  hearers.  There  is  nobody  here 
to  whom  the  truth  of  such  information  is 
not  very  desirable ;  and  there  is,  there- 
lore,  an  evident  bias  both  in  the  mind  of 
the  reporter,  and  the  persons  to  whom  he 
delivers  his  information.  We  are  told 
that  there  is  another  way  of  estimating 
Ihe  accuracy  of  these  reports  of  disturb- 
ances—-the  taking  them  in  connexion  with 
the  proclamations  issued  by  the  present 
Government  of  France.  But  to  judge  of 
tlieie  proclamaliops,   we  ought  first  to 


May  23,  18I5< 


[S4« 


know  what  the  particular  interests  of  the 
Government  are.    A  government  may  oc- 
casionally give  an  effect,  for  ends  and 
objects  of  its  own,  as  we  all  know  from 
experience,  to  disturbances  in  their  own, 
nature  of  a  very  trifltng  character.    The 
noble  earl  is  old  enough  to  remember  the 
bi*ginning  of  the  French  revolution,  how 
we  were  continually  buoyed  up  with  ac* 
counts  of  disturbances  in  France.     We 
were  then  also  told,  that  more  than  three* 
fourths  of  the  population  of  France  were 
adverse  to  the  existing  government.    This 
was  stated  at  a  time  when  the  fact  was 
much  more  probable  than  at  the  present 
time— it  was  stated  after  the  recent  de- 
struction of  a  gov<*rnment  to  which  France 
had  been  long  accustomed,  when  by  far 
the  greatest  part  of  the  population  then 
living  had  been  educated  under  that  go- 
vernment, and  might  very  reasonably  be 
presumed  to  entertain  an  attachment  for 
it.     Besides  this,  there  actually  existed  in 
La  Vended,  at  that  time,  a  war  of  a  most 
lormidable  description.      But  what  was 
the  result  then  ?    When  our  hopes  were 
the  most  sanguine    from    these   internal 
discontents,  we  found  at  that  very  moment 
the  greatest  foreign  exertions  were  made 
against  the  common  enemy.     This  is  a 
result    whidh,    philosophically  speaking, 
we  may  generally  expect  to  take  place; 
and,  in  fact,  if  we  examine  history,  wo 
shall  find,  that  internal  discontents  have 
usually  given  an  uncommon    vigour    of 
exertion  and  energy  to  governments.    In 
looking  to  governments  of  which  the  con* 
stitutions  are  free,  we  shall  generally  find, 
that  when  every  thmg  is  quiet  there  is  no 
longer  any  real  freedom.     When  we  exa- 
mine the  histories  of  Rome  and  the  re- 
publics of  Greece,  we  find  that  when  they 
were  most  convulsed  by  internal  dissen- 
tions  at  home,  they  obtained  the  greatest 
success  over  their  foreign  enemies  in  war. 
This  is  founded  on  human  nature.    The 
internal  disturbances  in  France,  therefore, 
so  far  from  leading  us  to  expect  greater 
success  in  any  attack  on  that  country, 
should,  on  the  contrary,  lead  us  to  expect 
a  greater  degree  of  exertion  on  the  part 
of  the  Government.     But  if  such  a  spirit 
of  discontent  should  really  exist  in  France, 
what  are  the  best  means  of  encouraging 
it?   Will   it  be  by  making  war  on  the 
country,  or  by  leaving  it  to  its  own  ope- 
ration ?  Experience  proved  how  much  an 
external   war  enabled  a  government  to 
suppress  any  insurrection.    If  three- fourths 
of  the  population  of  France  are  hostile  to 
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the  GoTernment,  as  we  have  just  heard 
from  the  noble  earl»  I  should  t^y,  that 
the  most   likely  way  to  counteract  the 
effects  of  that  hostility  would  be  to  make 
war  on  a  whole  nation  of  which  so  small 
a  part  are  in  reality  .attached  to  the  exists 
ing  goTernmcnt,    This  would  be  pursuing 
the  worst  possible  coursei  if  the  noble  earl 
really  belieyes  that  three-fourths  of  the 
people  of  France  are  secret  enemies  of 
Buonaparte,  if  not  in  open  revolt  against 
him.     Our   opportunities  of  information 
with  respect  to  the  state  of  that  country^ 
are  of  a  limited  nature.     But  I  must  in- 
form the  noble  earl,  that  all  the  informa- 
tion which  I  ha?e  received  leads  me  to  a 
▼ery  different    conclusion.      Before    the 
return  of  Buonapart6  was  even   thought 
of  in  that  country,  all  the  information 
which  I  received   led  me  to  the  belief 
that  the  Bourbons  were  unpopular,  not 
only  among  the  military,  but  the  most 
effective  part  of  the  population  of  France. 
This  was  at  a  time  when  the  return  of 
Boonapart6  was  not  thought  of,  except 
perhaps  by  those  who  were  in  possession 
of  his  secret  intentions.    The  great  part 
of  those  who  visited  France  in  the  course 
of  last  summel*  were  of  opinion,  that  the 
government  of  the  Bourbons,  if  it  lasted 
during  the  life  of  the  King,  would  be  all— 
and  that  there  would  then  be  another  re- 
volution.   I  may  here  allude  to  a  letter 
from  the  marquis  de  Cbabanes  to  the  count 
de  Biacas,  which,  no  doubt,  contains  a 
good  deal  of  declamation,  and  many  views 
of  policy  in  which  I  should  not  be  dis- 
posed to  acquiesce,  but  which  is  valuable, 
as  It  contains  information  with  respect  to 
the  general  disposition  of  the  people  of 
France,  both  at  the  period  of  the  accession 
of  the  Bourbons,  and  since  their  removal 
from    the    government  of  that  country. 
He  states,    that    the  sentiments  of    the 
people  at  both  periods  were  the  same —  armies,  the  native  courage  which  uio  othei^ 


classes  therefore,  from    their  connexioQ 
with  the  events  of  the  Revolution,  as  fa- 
vourably disposed  towards  Buonaparte.     I 
shall  first  proceed  to  consider  the  subject 
of  the  military.    It  has  been  argued  by 
the  noble   earl,   that  the  military  have 
brought  about  the  late  revolution,  thereby 
placing   Buonaparte  on    the    throne    of 
France  against  the  wishes  of  the  people* 
But  1  contend,  that  the  noble  earl  has  no 
authority   whatever    for    this   statement. 
If  we  look  at  the  history  of  this  transaction* 
we  shall  find  the  most  ample  contradiction 
of  it.     His  landing,  for  instance,  with  sd 
small  a  body  of  men— his  going  a  con« 
siderable  wa^  often  before  that  body,  and 
presenting  himself  to  the  populace  every 
where  throughout  his  journey.    We  fin4 
that  he  was  always  received,  wherever  he 
appeared,  with  acclamations ;  and  that  he 
was  not  only  popular  with  the  military, 
but  that  there  was  a  general  disposition  la 
his  favour.    When  Monsieur  arrived  at 
Lyons,  he   reported    that    the    national 
guards  had  shown  an  indisposition,  that 
the  popnlace  had  not  shown  a  good  dis« 
position,  and  he  expressed  his  only  hopes 
to  be  in  the  troops,  as   the  people  of 
Lyons,  the  second  city  in  the  kingdom, 
were  so  generally  attached  to  Buonapan6. 
The  same  attachment  was  shown  in  other 
parts  of  the  country.    The  whole  popula- 
tion of  France  had  not  even  kept  them- 
selves in  a  state  of  quiescence,  but  had 
openly    shown   their   satisfaction.      The 
most   favourable   conclusion    which    the 
noble  earl  can  possibly  dra^  is,  that  if  the 
people  are  not  favourable  to  Buonaparte, 
they  are  at  least  adverse  to  the  Bourbons^ 
But  with  respect  to  the  military,  I  will 
ask  the  noble  earl  if  their  sentiments  are 
to  be  considered  as  no  indication  of  po- 
pular opinion?  I  have  always  heard,  thai 
one  great  characteristic  of  the  French 


that  the  clergy,  the  old  noblesse,  and  the 
emigrants,  were  favourable  to  the  Bour- 
bons—but these  are  the  classes  of  the 
least  efficiency  of  the  whole— and  that 
then  and  now — first,  the  whole  ef  the  mi- 
litary, and  secondly,  all  those  persons 
who  had  acquired  national  property— 
(for  whether  justly  or  not,  there  was  dis- 
seminated amongst  them  a  sort  of  panic, 
which  men  where  their  property  is  con- 
cerned are  so  prone  to,  especially  where 
the  title  to  that  property  is  in  any  way 
questionable)— had  expressed  themselves 
adverse  to  the  government  of  the  Bour- 
bons; and  we  may  consider  these  two 


army  in  Europe  has  displayed  in  a  greater 
degree^  was  to  be  attributed,  not  only  to 
the  conscription  giving  them  a  better  de- 
scription of  men  than  entered  the  arnsies 
of  other  countries,  but  also  to  the  Revelu* 
tiooy  which  had  introduced  into  that  armyr 
persons  of  higher  and  better  qualificatiene 
than  would  have  entered  it  cmder  other 
circumstances.  Any  man,  on  entering 
that  army,  might  hope  in  one  campaign 
to  rise  to  the  highest  ranks — to  rise  ulti- 
mately to  principalities.  Noble  ^  lord* 
may  readily  imagine,  thai  in  such  a  state 
of  things  not  only^the  youog  will  be  in- 
duced to  enter  the  army,  but  even  fathera 
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of  liimillei  will  feel  ibeir  objecikma  dimi- 
nisbcd  to  tty  as  BO  eligible  Tocation  for 
their  children.  So  far,  then»  from  iU 
being  true,  that  the  military  jn  France 
fQrm  a  aeparmtc  c1ast«  it  may  on  the  con* 
trary  be  considered,  as  on  the  wbolci  form- 
lag  an  accurate  representation  of  the  sen- 
timents of  the  people.  The  whole  popu- 
lation may  also,  be  considered  as  in  a 
considerable  degree  military.  It  consists, 
in  a  great  proportion,  of  old  disbanded 
soldiers— men  who  entertain  a  fond  re- 
collection of  the  actions  in  which  jthey 
have  been  engaged— who  bear  a  wlrm 
attachment  to  Boonaparti  instead  of  hatred 
(notwithstanding  the  waste  of  human  life, 
of  which  he  has  been  the  occasion),  from 
a  remembrance  of  the  victories  to  which 
lie  led  them.  The  spirit  of  the  army, 
therefore,  exists  in  some  measure  through- 
out the  whole  country.  But,  my  lords, 
has  nothing  since  taken  place  to  confirm 
the  opinion  which  1  have  now  given  ? 
What  are  the  proceedings  of  the  French 
Government  at  the  present  moment  ?  Bo 
they  show  any  distrust  of  the  population  ? 
Are  they  not,  on  the  contrary,  arming 
the  whole  of  the  male  population  from  20 
to  60?— a  circnmstance  which  may  be 
considered  to  threaten  France  and  all 
Europe  with  the  most  serious  evils.  But 
whatever  opinions  may  be  entertained  on 
this  subject,  I  am  entitM  to  draw  this  in- 
ference from  it^-that  Buonaparte  and  the 
rest  of  the  govemsnent  do  not  think  it 
dangerous  to  put  arms  into  the  hands  of 
the  people,  which  might  be  turned  against 
them  if  there  existed  any  dissatisfaction 
in  the  country.  The  noble  earl  would  do 
well  to  consider,  before  embarking  in  any 
war  with  France,  that  the  efi^ct  would 
inevitably  be  to  call  forth  alt  the  military 
energies  of  that  people ;  and  that  ir  is 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  human  nature 
to  overcome  the  resistance  of  what  was 
termed  by  Mr.  Pitt  *  an  armed  nation.' 
The  measures  adopted  will  call  out  3,000 
battalioHs  of  700  men  each,  forming  an 
aggregate  amount  of  upwards  of  two 
millions  of  men*  It  appears  that  no  less 
than  172,000  national  guards  are  already 
in  motion,  if  M.  Chateaubriand  is  to  be 
believed.  In  looking  to  the  state  of 
France,  therefore,  there  is  no  reason  to 
look  for  any  success  for  the  Allied  army ; 

tut,  on  the  contrary,  that  war  with  France 
ill  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  enable  it  to  oppress  and  extin- 
guish  entirely  whatever  spirit  of  dissatis- 
ictioa  may  exist  in  that  country.    In  all 
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former  periods  when  we  have  attackedT 
France  on  these  principles,  what  has  been 
the  result  ?*-4he  rallying  the  people  of 
that  country  round  their  government, 
enabling  that  government  to  carry  war 
and  desolation  into  every  country  of  Eu- 
rope, and  of  nearly  overwhelming  the 
liberties  of  the  world.  When  the  Allies 
o£Eejed  moderate  terms  to  France — when 
they  carried  liberty  and  independence  on 
their  banners— when  they  called  on  the 
people  of  France  not  to  support  the  in- 
justice of  their  government — then  at  last 
was  seen  in  France  that  apathy  which 
allowed  that  short-lived  triumph  to  them. , 
Both  in  their  success  and  their  failure  the 
cause  was  equally  evident;  experience 
has  shown  how  their  success  was  gained, 
and  the  means  that  are  most  likely  to 
destroy  it 

If  auch  is  the  internal  state  of  France, 
that  we  have  nothing  to  hope  for  from 
any  disturbances  in  that  country,  what, 
my  lords,  is  the  present  state  of  the  con- 
federacy ?  How  far  is  it  better  or  worse 
than  it  was  last  year?  In  the  Bussian 
campaign  of  1812,  the  French  army  was 
nearly  annihilated.  By  a  great  effort, 
however,  Boonapart€  was  able  to  assemble 
in  the  spring,  of  1813,  a  considerable 
force,  and  to  open  the  campaign  with  the 
first  successes,  of  Bootaen  and  Lateen. 
A^r  the  termination  of  tbe  armisfice,  and 
after  the  defeats  in  Silesia,  at  Leipstc,  and 
elsewhere,  his  army  was  again  reduced  to 
the  lowest  extremity;  and  in  1814,  the 
French  Government  were  in  such  straita 
as  they  never  were  before,  to  find  means 
to  resist  the  victorious  armies  entering 
that  country.  I  have  made  out  an  ac- 
count, as  well  as  I  am  able,  from  the  state* 
ments  of  that  period.  In  1814  the  army 
in  Danitzic,  the  garrisons  on  the  Rhine, 
the  army  of  the  Vreeroy,  and  the  army  in 
Catalonia,  formed  an  aggregate  of  225,000 
men.  These  men  were  completely  cot 
off  from  France,  and  incapable  of  afford- 
ing any  aisststance  to  that  country.  Of 
the  residue  which  remained  to  defend 
France,  without  those  armies,  there  were 
80,000  men  under  Buonapart6  himself, 
30,000  under  Augereau,  and  35,000  under 
Soult ;  making  the  whole  defence  of 
France  155,000.  Against  this  force,  on 
the  side  of  Spain,  there  was  the  British, 
Spanish,  and  Portuguese  army,  at  least 
130,000  strong,  under  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington. Tbe  other  armies  were  tbe 
Aastrians  60,000,  the  Russians  180,000, 
the  Prussians  130,000,  the  Bavarians  and 
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Suzons  70,000,  forming  an  aggregate  of 
540,000  men.  This,  I  am  confident^  h  the 
Jesuit  of  the  statements  at  the  time,  and  I 
have  not  included    either  the    Swedish 
army  or  the  landwebr,  or  garrisons  de« 
tained  behind*     Bat  I  will  sofipose  that 
this  namber  is  over-stated,  and  that  we 
must  deduct  at  least  200,000'  from  this 
number  of  d^O.OOO;   we  shall  ftnd  then 
that  there  did  advance  against  France  on 
all  sides  at  least  340,000  victorious  troops, 
ooofident     from     success,     opposed     by 
155,000  dispirited  and  worn-out  troops, 
and    that  consequently   France   was  at- 
tacked on  all  sides  by  the  Allies  by  more 
than  double  the  number  of  troops  which 
could  possibly  be  opposed  to  them.    And 
yet,  whi»ever  recollects  the  alternative  of 
hopes  and  fears,  the  ebbs  and  flows  of  opi- 
nion,  and,  by  what  a  narrow    accident 
success  was  at  last  obtained— that  after 
the  capture  of  Paris,  when   Buonapart6 
was  sufftring    from    the    desertion    and 
treachery  of  those  on  whom  he  depended 
— it  was  by  a  narrow  accident  the  Allies 
escaped    destruction.      Even    under    the 
great  General  who  has  hitherto  been  so 
signally  successful  in  all  his  undertakings, 
who  would  look  wiih  confidence  to  the 
renewal  of  hostilities  under  the  present 
circumstances  ?     There  was,  then,  cut  off 
from  the  French  armies  2(X),000  men — 
making  the  largest  allowance  fur  Italians 
and  foreigners  of  all  descriptions,  at  least 
100,000  of  this  number  must  have  re- 
turned to  France,  and  be  ready  to  recruit 
the  armies  of  Buqnapart6.     The  prisoners 
retonied  to  France  amounted  at  least  to 
170,000.     From   this  country  they   had 
received  at  least  100,000.    The  returned 
garrisons  and  prisoners  of  war  must,  at 
the  least,  form  a  fund  for  recruiting  the 
army,  of  at  least  200JQ0O  men.     Buona- 
parte,   at   his   accesMon,    found    150,000 
in    a    complete    state    of    equipment — 
100,000  more  were  ready  to  be  called  out 
--^nd,  in  the  course  of  two  months  exer- 
tions, we  may  consider  his  army,  exclu- 
sive of  garrisons  and  national  guards,  and 
170,000  men  of  select  companies  of  na« 
tional  guards,  to  amount  to  an  available 
regular  force  of  at  lean  300.000  men.    In 
a  question  of  expediency  we    ought  to 
consider  these  thmgs  accurately,  and  not 
suffer  ourselves  to  be  led  away  by  vain 
delusions.     If  success  was  obtained  with 
such  difficulty  .under  such  very  different 
circumstances,  what  hopes  can  we  possi- 
bly have  that  the  same  success  will  now 

attend  oar  eSurU.    But  can   you  now 


have  the  same  means  which  you  had  last 
year?  Sweden,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  have 
all,  it  is  true,  signed  the  Treaty ;   but  it 
does  not  appear  that  they  can  contribute 
any  thing.     Austria,  Russia^  and  Prussia, 
the  three  great  powers,  are  to  receive  five 
millions  by  way  of  subsidy  from  this  coun* 
try.     No  statement  has  been  made  by  the 
noble  lord  this  night  of  what  farther  ac- 
cession to  the  great  Powers  we  are  to  ob- 
tain from  the  minor  states  of  Germany* 
If  we  obtain  any  such  accession,  it  can 
only  be  on  paying  further  subsidies.     We 
know  that  the  king  of  Wirtemberg  and  all 
the  other  minor  Powers  are  desirous  of 
obtaining  some  of  the  golden  eggs  which 
the  great  goose  of  Europe  has  been  lay* 
ing  for  some  time.  With  respect  to  Sweden, 
I  apprehend  that  there  may  be  some  doubt 
of  the  willing  disposition  of  that  country. 
There  may  be   also  some  doubt  of   ita 
ability,  from  the  accession  which  it'of  late 
so  honourably  obtained*     [Hear,  bear!] 
With  respect  to  Spain,  those  who  have 
seen  what  a  Spanish  army  can  do  in  de- 
fence of  their  own  country,  must  laugh  at 
any  expectations  of  assistance  from  them* 
Portugal  may  give  perhaps  20,000  men. 
But  are  these  the  only  diminutions  ?     la- 
the British  army  now  what  it  then  was  ? 
Is  the  duke  of  Wellington  now  at  the 
head  of  those  brave  companions  in  arms 
who  had  such  confidence  in  the  man  who 
had  so  often  led  them  to  victory  ?     Is  be 
any  longer  at  the  head  of  those  invincible 
legions  who  have  gained  such  immortal 
honour  to  their  country  }    That  army  has 
been  sent  on  most  aestructive  and  ill- 
conducted  expeditions.  The  duke  of  Wel- 
lington is  not  able  at  present  to  produce  at 
most  above  20  or  30,000  troops,  and  those 
of   a   very  diflerent  description  indeed* 
though  animated  with  the  same  British 
spirit,  from  those  he  formerly  commanded. 
I  am  not  now  including  the  Hanoverian 
troops.     In  America  numbers  have  found 
their  graves ;  and  from  those  who  remain, 
after  being  harassed  with  their  repeated 
voyages  from  Spain  to  America  and  froo^ 
America  back  again  to  Europe,  we  can- 
not in  justice  expect  that  they  will, for 
some  time  equal  their  former  character. 
We  have  not  therefore  the  same  British 
army.     With  respect  to  the  minor  Powers 
of  Germany,  what  is  the  case  wiih  Saxony*, 
for  instance  ?     Can  you  again  raise  your 
standard  at  Leipzic,  and  call  on  those  ta 
join  you  who  contributed  so  essentially  ta 
your  former  victories  ?     How  happens  it 
that  those  whO|  in  opposition  to  theic  Go^ 
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vernmcnti  forctd   ibetr  comntndert  to  t 
lead  them  to  yonr  renka^  are  now  your 
•neoiies  ?  They  gave  yoo  formerly  50,000 
neOf  and  now  Dreadeo  i«  the  first  place 
where  vre  tee  proclamaiiMia  iaaoed^  to  re* 
atraiD  the  indicationt  of  joy  at  the  relnrn 
of  Buonaparti.    The  troops  which  mar* 
ahal  Blucher  was  obliged  to  puniahi  are  a 
•oorce  of  weakoeM  aod  not  of  itrcngih. 
With  respect  to  luly,  with  Genoa  still 
ringing  in  your  ears,  can  yoo  expect  that 
country  again  to  rise  ?     Are  the  people 
there  any  longer  in  the  same  situation  i 
But,  is  the  alliance  which  exists  cemented 
on  the  same  principle  as  formerly  ?     Be- 
fore the  advance  into  France*  the  Allies 
were  powerfal  from  their  onion  and  nom* 
bera;    but  above  all  they  were  powerful 
from  their  moderation  ^nd  justice.    Can 
they  any  longer,  after  their  proceedings 
in  Norway,  &xony,  and  Genoa*  after  the 
acce«sions  Which  have  been  made  to  Ha* 
nover— can  thev  come  to  the  contest  with 
the  same    conndence    of   union    among 
themselves?     Prussia  has  to  keep  down 
Saxony— Russia  to  keep  down  Poland* 
and  at  the  same  time,  perhaps,  to  oppose 
an  army  to  Turkey.     Austria  will  be  so 
occupied  with  Italy,  even  if  Murat  should 
be  put  down  in  that  country,  that  she  can 
afford  but  little  assistance  to  the  general 
cause.      But  can    they  advance   to  the 
subjugation  of  France  without  some  fears, 
and  apprehension!  and  jealousies  of  what 
they  may  expect  from  each  other  ?     In 
the  division  of  spoil*  we  have  seen  how 
near  Austria  and  Rusaia  were  in  being  in- 
volved in  war,   and  in  arming  against 
each  other  with  those  very  subsidies  which 
they  obtained  from  this  country  for  other 
purposes.    Is  this  problematical?     Have 
we  not  seen  the  famous  letter  froni  lord 
Castlereagh  to  Prince  Hardenberg  ?  That 
person*  who  assumes  to  himseltan  un- 
knofi^n  power  in  the, constitution  of  this 
country,  who  sets  himself  up  as  the  judge 
of  independent  sovereigns— -declares,  that 
he  has  no  objection  on  principle  to  the 
partition  of  Saxony.    Did  he  recollect  to 
whom  he  was  addressing  that  letter  ?— to 
the  minister  of  the  Court  of  Berlin.    Did 
he  recollect  the  Treaty  of  BasJe*  by  which 
Hanover,   the  plunder  of  an  ally,    was 
given  up  to  that  Court  ?    We  have  seen 
this  person  expressing  a  willingness  to 
consent  to  the  incorporation  of  the  whole 
of  Saxony*  under  the  blind  of  a  resistance 
to  the  dangerous  pretensions  of  Russia. 

J  [Hear,  hear!]    The  Allies  would  there- 
ore  go  to  the   field  witb  a  sumicion, 
(YOL.XXXIO 


that  the  very  dangers  which  they  escaped 
from  with  respect  to  France,  they  would 
have  to  provide  against  from  another 
quarter* 

There  are  some  other  particulars,  long 
as  I  have  occupied  the  attention  of  your 
lordships,  which  I  am  under  the  necessity 
of  shortly  noticiog.    The  noble  earl  has 
attempted  to  prove  Buonapart£<  a  faith- 
leu  character*.    I  did  not  require  to  ba 
told  of  the  actions  of  that  individual  at 
such  length,  to  be  able  to  form  an  idea  of 
his  character-^to  be  told,  for  instance,  oC 
the  invasion  of  Spain,  which  in  all  its  cir- 
cumstances was  so  like  that  of  Scotland 
under  our  Edward  1.^^!  did  not  requira 
that  the  noble  carl  should  go  into  all  this 
to  convince  me  that  the  government  of 
Buonapar6  was  a  government  of  great  evil 
aod  injustice.    1  cannot  help  regretting 
that  it  should   be  thought  necessaryi  in 
speaking  of  such  a  man,  to  make  use  of. 
intemperate  language,  such  as  calling  him. 
a  traitor  or  assassin — language  which  can 
answer  no  good  purpose  either  in  peace  or 
war.    The  use  of  such  language  leads  a)  \ 
ways  to  a  suspicion  either  of  the  goodnesa. 
of  the  cause  of  those  who  have  rtcourse  to 
it,  or  of  their  firmness  and  sincerity.    %" 
disapprove  as  much  as  any  mdn  the  career 
which  he  haa  followed— I  detest  as  cor- 
dially his  ambition— and  I  would  do  aa 
much  as  any  man  to  fight  against  hioa 
and  resist  him  when  necessary,    tiut  who 
can  fay  that  all  change  in  his  character  im 
impossible?    Are  there   not  in    history 
examples  of.  men  polluted  with  as  foul 
crimes  as  Buonaparte— who  have  waded 
through  seas  of  blood— who  have  at  last 
retired  even  to   a  private  life?     But  I 
agree  that  it  would  be  puerile  u>  plac# 
any  confidence  in  such  a  change  of  cha« 
racter.    I  agree  that  it  would  not  be  rea- 
sonable to  place  any  reliance  on  his  future . 
moderation.    But  if  there  is  no  change,  in 
his  disposition,  may  there  not  be  a  change 
in  his  policy  ?     Has  he  not  during  hia 
year  of  exile  had  ample  opportunity  of. 
reflecting  on  his  former  errors  ?     Has  he 
not  had  the  means  of  detecting  the  causes, 
of  his  temporary  ruin ;  and  may  he  not  • 
have  been  impressed  wi|h  the  necessity  oC 
abandoning  that  system  which  had  already 
cost  him  too  dear  ?     In  addition  to  this 
consideration  there  is  another  which  in 
my  mind*  my  lords,  presses  witl^  great 
weight.    The  life  of  Buonaparte  hai  al- 
ready been  one  fruitful  of  great  events^. 
More    extraordinary   occurrences    have 
been  crowded  into  it  than  are  to  M  foos4 
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in  the  etiiiences  often  ordinary  men.  He 
has  undergone  great  fatigue  of  body.  He 
has  endured  great  pertarbatton  of  mind. 
His  frame  must  necessarily  be  much  shaken 
by  these  circumstances.'  He  is  fast  ad* 
▼anting  to  that  period  of  life  when  active 
exertion  is  no  longer  to  be  expected.  Sup* 

Sose  him  arrived  to  such  a  condition^  that 
e  can  no  longer  comniand  his  armies  in 
the  field  with  the  energy  which  he  has 
hitherto  exhibited ;  will  not  Europe  have 
9  security  which  it  has  not  heretofore  pos- 
sessed ?  My  lords,  I  know  that  these  are 
minor  considerations  in  themselves,  but 
tliey  are  important  considerations  when 
the  whole  case  of  the  Allied  Powers  rests 
on  the  personal  character  of  the  individual 
to  whom  they  are  opposed.  I  am  not  one 
of  those  who  are  disposed  to  determine 
great  questions  of  policy  by  a  reference 
to  the  personal  situation  and  circumstances 
of  any  individual.  I  would  not  go  about, 
m  the  Athenians  did,  inquiring  what  was 
the  state  of  health  of  Philip.  Bur,  my 
liMrds,  I  would  take  the  chances  which  I 
have  described  into  consideration.  With 
such  tendencies  to  a  state  of  security  by 
peace,  I  would  not  rashly  plunge  into  a 
war,  the  only  legitimate  object  of  which 
If  security. 

My  lords,  there  are  other  reasons  in 

confirmation  of  this  argument.     I  have 

already  said,  that  I  fhink  the  noble  earl 

■  mistaken  in  giving  to  the  late  revolution  in 

France  the  character  of  a  mere  military 

ittorement.    But  still  1  firmly  believe  that 

•  the  popular  opinion  in  France  is  decidedly 

.  in  favour  of  peace ;  and  that  BoonapartI, 

however  indisposed  to  do  bo,  feels  com*. 

pelled  to  give  way  to  it.      What  is  he 

about  ?  He  is  expresring  a  great  desire  for 

peace.      Is  that  to  conciliate  hi^  army } 

The  noble  earl  has  said,  that  war  is  the 

only  mode  by  which  he  can  maintain  his 

influence  with  them.     I  do  not  think  so. 

All  that  I  can  observe  proves  to  me,  that 

not  only  the  public  at  large  in  France,  but 

even  the  army  themselves,  are  generally 

disposed  to  remain  at  peace.    The  noble 

earl  has  indulged  in  many  observations  on 

the  new  French  Constitution.    My  lords, 

I  am  not  one  of  those  who  hare  much 

confidence  in  the  eflScacy  of  any  such 

hasty  compilations*    Attempts  to  form  at 

olice  a  constitution  for  a  country  have 

seldom  been  successful.    With  respect  to 

otir  bwn,  however  we  may  venerate  the 

wisdom  of  our  ancestors,  we  all  very  well 

ktiow  hdw  little  there  is  in  it  of  design, 

and  hoff  much  it  owes  to  accident,  and 
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to  the  forthnate  cdncorrence  of  ^circum- 
stances.  But,  my  lords,  situated  as  the 
French  wer^,  what  were  they  to  do?' 
They  were  compelled  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion on  the  best  m6del  they  could  find,, 
and  that  model  was  the  English  Consti- 
tution. They  thought  this  m  form  of  go- 
vernment best  calculated  ta  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  the  evils  which  they  bad 
already  endured.  I  will  not  have  the 
presumption  to  say  that  there  are  no  de- 
fects in  this  institution  \  but  in  my  opinion, 
the  establishment  of  it  affords  another 
chance  of  the  maintenance  of  peace.  The 
party  in  France  to  whose  influence  the 
formation  of  this  constitution  is  attribu- 
table, are  certainly  in  earnest.  Does  the 
noble  earl  believe  that  Buonaparte  cai» 
welt  connect  hindself  with  Camot  and 
others,  who  have  given  undoubted  proof» 
of  their  attachment  to  well-regulated  free- 
dom ?  Can  he  believe  that  they  will  con- 
sider him  as  sincere  in  his  new  professions- 
— that  they  will  not  view  his  proceedings 
with  distrdst?  Unquestionably  that  roust 
be  the  case.  Bpt,  how  is  this  chance  of 
disagreement  to  be  removed  ?  How,  bnt 
by  the  advanee  of  a  foreign  enemy,  ad- 
verse to  both  parties.  If  we  go  to  war 
with  France,  my  lords,  those  parties  which 
in  peace  would  probably  split,  will  unite, 
and  will  place  in  the  hands  of  the  man 
who  has  already  proved  ^imself  so  capable 
of  wielding  them,  the  immense  military 
energies  of  that  mighty  Empire. 

The  noble  earl  contends  that  if  we  do 
not  go  to  war,  we  must  remain  in  a  state 
of  extensive  armed  preparation.  My  lords» 
when  Buonaparte  first  returned  to  Paris, 
I  acquiesced  in  the  necessity  of  an  armed 
preparation.  Under  the  doubtful  circum- 
stances of  that  period,  it  appeared  to  be 
wise  at  all  events  to  be  prepared.  But 
did  I  allow,  that  that  preparation  ought 
to  be  permanent  ?  By  no  means.  If  by 
pursuing  an  enlightened  policy  we  bad 
confirmed  a  peace  with  France — a  peace, 
whidi  proper  limits  to  the  French  power 
would  have  rendered  secure,  I  see  no 
reason  why  we  should  not  have  reduced 
our  forces  to  the  peace  establishment  to 
which  It  was  proposed  to  reduce  them 
when  France  was  under  the  government 
of  Louis  18.  .  In  many  periods  of  our 
own  history  we  have  experienced  that  a 
low  peace  establishment  has  not  prevented 
OS  from  stiddenly  commencing  a  glorioui 
war.  The  example  of  America  shows, 
that  a  low  peace  establishment  does  not 
preclude  the  greatest  and  most  instanta- 
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Bcout  militory  ezertioiit..  TIm  peace 
^lablithmeDt  of  PruMiit  aoleeedenily  lo 
IBIS*  w«s  very  lioited  ;  mmI  yet  il  it 
generally  edmiiied*  ibet  in  1813,  tod 
1814,  tlie  Pnittiui  arny  was  the  beet  and 
bravest  in  the  field.  There  ia  no  com- 
^ariaon  between  the  ezpeata  of  nere  pre* 
paration  aod  of  war.  The  whole  argu- 
ment of  the  noble  earl  realt,  therefore, 
on  the  certainty  of  our  soccesi  in  thi« 
coatoit«  But,  if  we  ihoald  not  aucoeed, 
and  ai  wo  must  in  that  event  make  peace 
at  tome  time  or  oiher»  I  aik»  whether  a 
defensive  attitude  in  that  case  will  be  lets 
neceatary  or  lest  expeneive  than  at  pre- 
aent?  What  then  would  I  do,  my  lords, 
under  these  ctFCumstances  ?  I  would  act 
on  the  principles  of  the  Treaty  of  Chau- 
nont.  I  would  take  the  best  means  of 
securing  this  country  by  properly  limiting 
the  power  of  France.  1  would  fortify 
myself*  by  a  defensive  alliance  on  the 
pnnciples  of  that  Treaty  wiih  the  other 
Powecs  of  Europe.  An  alliance  we  have 
now  formed.  But  is  there  no  danger  of 
its  dissolution  ?  What  will  be  ouraitoation 
if  the  events  of  the  war  should  induce 
eome  of  the  Powers  to  fall  off*  from  the 
confederacy?  Should  the  campaign  be 
nnsnccessfiil,  is  it  not  to  be  apprehended 
thai  some  of  those  Powers  may  grasp  at 
the  first  objects  they  can  seine,  in  order  to 
eave  themselves  from  further  loss  and 
humiliation  ?  .  In  what  state  shall  we  then 
be  placed— compelled  alone  to  carry  on 
n  contest,  the  .  principle  of  wiiicb  is  ap- 
parently interminable  ? 
•  Such,  my  lords,  will  be  our  danger  in 
the.  event  of  failure.  How  shall  we  be 
circumstanced  in  the  event  of  success? 
The  noble  earl  says  he  wislies  for  the  re- 
storation of  the  &orbons.  I  have  already 
ahortly  stated  my  reasons  for  believing 
the  restoration  of  the  Bourbon  family,  im- 
possible.  It  is  a  family  absolutely  repul- 
eive  to  all  France.  But  granting  that,  the 
Bourbons  were  replaced,  vyhat  security 
should  we  then  have?  Can  we  disarm 
that  country?  If  we  can  succeed-  in  en!» 
forcing  on  the  French  people,  or  in  in^ 
ducing  them  to  choose  their  ancient 
dynasty,  what  security  shall  we  then  have 
greaterthan  that  which  we  may  now  poe* 
aeas  ?  Alter  the  experience  which  we 
have  bad,  could  we  entertain  any  hope  of 
permanent  tranquillity  f  Are  we  to  go  to 
4rar  to  destroy  Buonapart^,  or  to  destroy 
the  military  system  of  France?  If  the 
latter,  my  lords;  it  can  only  be  done  by 
|he  extermination  nf  the  whole  army  of 


France.  If  this  cannot  be  accomplishedy 
and  any  other  person,  even  a  Bourbon* 
should  be  at  the  head  of  that  army,  he 
must  yield  to  its  spirit,  and  must  engage 
France  in  war.  Would  you  then,  my 
lords,  be  relieved  from  the  necessity— the'^ 
dreadful  neceasity,  as  the  noble  earl  terms 
iu.^>f  remaining  in  a  state  of  armed  pro*  ''! 
paration  ?  If,  my  lords,  we  look  to  Ame- 
rica, we  most  feel  that  in  the  event  of  « 
new  war  the  question  of  our  m^ritimo 
rights,  unsettled  as  it  has  been  left  by  the 
late  Treaty  with  that  country,  will  necea* 
sarily  be  revived,  and  that  in  a  more  ex« 
tended  form,  in  consequence  of  the  recent 
acquisition  of  colonies  by  the  French  Go- 
vernment. Unless  we  pursue  a  very  dif<« 
ferent  policy  with  respect  to  America 
from  that  which  has  hitherto  been  adopted, 
elated  by  the  late  proofs  of  her  strength* 
developed  as  it  has  been  by  those  measures 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  which  havn 
advanced  the  military  power  of  America 
a  century  in  the  short  space  of  a  twelve» 
month,  it  is  not  likely  that  she  will  remain 
very  pacific  My  lords,  since  the  resto- 
ration of  Buonaparte  to  power,  we  havo 
witnessed  a  measure  at  which  I  most  sin* 
cerely  rejoice,  both  on  account  of  its.  own 
value  and  of  the  indication  which  it  givee 
of  the  new  character  of  hb  Government. 
I  allude  to  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade— an  object  effected  at  a  moment 
when  it  was  most  necessary  for  him  to 
cultirate  the  public  opinion ;  thus  afford- 
ing  the  strongest  practical  refutation  of 
tho  statement  of  our  negociator,  that  it  ^ 
could  not  be  accomplished  under  the* 
reign  of  Louis,  from  the  opposition  of  tho 
popular  sentiment.  In  adopting  thia 
measure,  the  Government  of  France  ne- 
cessarily abandons  all  idea  of  becoming 
possessed  of  St.  Domingo,  or  of  extending 
its  present  colonies,  which  are  by  no 
means  considerable  ;  and  this  will  appear 
more  evident,  when  we  consider  that  from 
abolition  the  step  to  emancipation  is  but 
short.  My  lords,  if  we  look  at  Saxony^ 
we  must  be  persuaded  that  peace  is  neces- 
sary to  heal  the  divisions  of  that  unhappy 
and  injured  country.  If  we  look  at  lre» 
land,-we  must  be  satisfied  that  the  amelio- 
ration and  improvement  at  which  the  pro* 
prietory  of  that  country  ought  to  adm,  can 
be  accomplished  only  in  peace.  All  these 
considerations  induce  me  to  pause  before 
I  approve  of  an  irrevocable  war— wai^ 
which  reaves  os  no  expectation  whatever 
of  advantage.  For  the  present  ds|y  ( 
would  endeavour  to  obtain  fecurity  \ 
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**  Besides  what  hope  the  never  eiMUng  flight 
Of  future  days  may  brings  what  chance,  what 

change 
Wprth  waiting,  since  our  present  lot  appears 
JFor  happy*  though  but  ill ;  for  ill,  not  worst ; 
If  we  procure  not  to  ourselves  more  woe.'' 


My  lords,  it  is  extremely  painful  to  me 
on  this  occasion  to  differ  from  a  nobiB 
friend  of  mine  near  me«  whose  enlarged 
understanding,  whose  liberal  opinions,  and 
whose  extensive  experience,  entitle  him  to 
the  greatest  respect :  hot  the  discharge  of 
my  duty  is  paramount  toefery  other  con- 
sideration ;  and  I  therefore,  my  lords, 
move  this  Amendment  :— 

**  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
to  thank  him  for  his  gracious  Message: 

**  To  express  to  his  Royal  Highness  oar 
firm  determination  to  sopport  all  such 
measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable 
his  Royal  Highness  to  maintain  the  honour 
of  his  Majesty's  Crown,  and  to  establish 
an  intimate  concert  with  Ihe  Powers  of 
Europe,  for  the  protection  of  their  re- 
apective  rights  against  all  foreign  aggres- 
aion : 

-  *'  To  assure  his  Royal  Highness  that  it 
is  at  all  times  our  anxious  desire  to  give 
our  assistance  in  fulfilling  such  Treaties 
as  his  Royal  Higness  may  have  been  in- 
duced to  enter  into  with  these  views  ;  but 
that  we  should  net  be  justified  in  express- 
ing any  approbation  of  the  engagements 
which  his  Royal  Highness  appears  to 
have  contracted,  for  maintaining  entire 
the  stipulations  determined  upon  and 
aigoed  at  the  Congress  of  Vienna,  of 
which,  both  as  to  their  principle  and  ex- 
tent, we  are  as  yet  wholly  uninformed  : 
'  *'  To  state  to  his  Royal  Highness,  that 
cordially  approving,  as  we  do,  of  a  de- 
fensive system,  for  preserving  the  equili^ 
brium  of  Europe,  and  securing  the  repose 
and  independence  of  its  states,  we  at  the 
same  time  feel  ourselves  bound  to  repre* 
aent  to  his  Royal  Highness  that  we  do  not 
think  a  war  undertaken  on  the  principle 
of  personally  proscribing  the  present 
Ruler  of  Prance,  necessary  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  those  desirable  ends. 

'*  That,  on  the  contrary,  such  a  war  ap- 
pears to  us  questionable  in  its  principle, 
and  fraught  with  the  greatest  dangers; 
leaving  us  no  alternative,  with  a  view  to 
the  re-establishment  of  peace,  but  com* 
plete  success  in  destroying  the  Govern- 
meni  so  proscribed,  or  humiliation  and 
disgrace,  in  submitting  to  acknowledge 
it  after  lucb  pioicription. 

X 


'« That  we  learn  with  satisfaction  that 
hostilities  have  not  yet  been  commenced* 
and  that  we  entreat  bis  Royal  Highness  to 
open  new  communications  with  the  Allied 
Powers,  whereby  the  engagements  now 
subsisting  between  them,  may  be  esta- 
blished on  a  defensive  principle,  mora 
conducing,  as  it  appears  to  us,  to  the  in- 
terests of  this  country,  and  to  the  general 
security  of  Europe,  than  that  which  baa 
been  adopted  in  the  Declaration  signed  at 
Vienna  by  the  Allies  on  the  13th  of 
March  last,  and  in  the  consequent  Treatr 
concluded  on  the  25th  of  the  same  month. 

Earl  iUakurii  contended,  that  as  an  opi- 
nion was  not  called  for  on  the  engage- 
ments entered  into  by  his  Roysl  High- 
ness the  Prince  Regent,  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  noble  earl  opposite,  wai 
in  the  present  instance  unnecessary.  Aa 
it  went  to  oppose  the  principle  of  pro- 
scribing an  individual  as  the  Sovereigfn  of 
France,  it  was  still  more  objectionable. 
Such  a  proposition,  if  agreed  to,  must 
cause  the  complete  dissolution  of  the  al- 
liance now  formed  against  Buonapart6» 
The  great  Powers  bad  declared,  that  peaca 
could  not^  be  made  with  France  so  long  aa 
be  remained  at  the  head  of  her  govern- 
ment; and  this  country,  in  departing 
from  that  principle,  would  depart  from  its 
Allieft.  With  respect  to  what  bad  been 
said  of  hostilities  not  having  yet  com- 
menced, and  of  letters  of  marque  not 
having  been  issued,  and  the  inference 
thence  drawn,  that  the  country  was  not  in 
a  slate  of  war,  he  maintained  that  thf 
statement  of  his  noble  friend  had  not  been 
shaken  by  the  circumstance  of  hostilities 
not  having  yet  broke  out ;  and  that  the 
issuing  of  letters  of  marque,  though  a 
measure  freqtiently  resorted  to  in  the  first 
stage  of  war,  was  notnecessarily  a  partof 
war.  In  the  present  situation  of  things, 
their  lordships  must  consider  the  country 
in  a  state  of  war  ;  and  the  question  now 
submitted  to  their  decision  was  simply 
this,  whether  or  not  ministers  had  done 
right  to  advise  the  Prince  Regent  to  place 
it  in  that  state  ?  The  noble  earl  proceeded 
to  show  that  just  grounds  for  war  had 
existed,  and  denied  that  any  of  the  treaties 
entered  into  by  the  Allies  had  been 
violated  on  their  part.  It  was  said,  that 
Buonaparte  had  not  been  paid  the  sum 
which  it  was  stipulated  he  should  periodi- 
cally receive.  But  this  proved  no  viola- 
tion of  the  good  faith  of  the  Allies.  By 
whom  were  the  sums  to  be  paid  ?  Not  by 
the  Allies,  but  by  Ihe  King  of  France  a 
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Ihera  cooldy  theD^  h«ve  been  no  violation 
on  tbetr  pari,  till  Boonaparte  had  com- 
platned  lo  them  thai  he  had  not  received 
what  he  waa  to  have  been  paid,  and  they 
had  failed  to  enforce  the  perfornance  of 
the  treaty  which  they  had  made  with  him. 
In  no  other  inttance  had  they  violated 
the  treaty  they  had  made.  Coold  any 
one  conaider  the  arrangement  made  wiih 
respect  to  the  dochies  of  Parma  and  Pla* 
ceotia,  and  the  report  of  iti  being  the 
intention  of  the  AUiea  to  dispoueti  Boo- 
naparte of  Elba,  at  aflfording  a  justifica* 
tion  of  his  condoct  ?  The  qaesiion  was. 
Is  the  resumption  of  the  government  of 
France  by  Boonapart^  a  justifiable  cauae 
of  war  with  that  coontry  }  and  his  noble 
friend    had  stated   so  clearly  how  that 

Soestion  rested,  that  he  felt  ashamed  to 
well  opon  the  argument.  The  fact  was, 
the  Allies  did  distinctly  state,  that  they 
would  make  no  peace  so  long  aa  Boona- 
pan£  continued  to  administer  the  govern- 
ment of  France.  If  that  principle  was 
the  foundation^  of  the  armistice,  the  people 
of  France  bad  purchased  peace  by  that 
condition;  and  upon  the  restoration  of 
Buonaparte  they  had  no  right  to  a  peace 
which  had  been  purchased  by  the  disso- 
lution of  his  government.  Buonaparte 
would  not  recognise' his  abdication :  if  the 
French  were  a  party  to  that  declaration, 
then  its  condition,  not  being  fulfilled,  we 
were  still  at  war  with  France:  if  they 
were  not  a  party  to  that  declaration,  then 
the  King  of  France  had  no  authority  to 
sign  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  we  were  still 
at  war  with  France.  The  next  question 
was,  can  we  avoid  the  war?  and  if  not, 
IS  it  probable  we  shall  be  al^le  to  com- 
mence it  with  better  prospects  of  success 
at  a  future  period  ?  As  to  the  first  of  these 
questions,  was  there  any  man  in  the  House 
or  in  the  coontry  who  thought  it  possible 
we  could  avoid  the  war  sooner  or  later  ? 
Look  to  Buonaparte  and  his  system: 
thero  was  but  one  opinion  that  he  would 
watch  bis  opportunity  to  commence  war 
with  us*  It  had  been  said  that  he  was 
past  forty  years  of  age,  and  not  in  a  con- 
dition to  conduct  an  army :  if  we  could 
count  upon  ten  years  of  peace,  this  might 
be  some  argument ;  but  a  man  was  not 
to  be  seS'down  as  decrepid  becauie  be  was 
more  than  forty  years  of  age.  Next  it 
was  said,  that  the  French  were  to  have  a 
free  constitution,  which  would  restrain  his 
authority.  Ho  was  of  opinion,  that  not 
much  was  to  be  expected  from  new  consti- 
lutions^  till  the.  people  had   lived  long 


enough  under  them  to  experience  that 
they  were  conducive  to  their  happiness. 
It  waa  said,  that  the  war  would  prevent 
this  constitution  from  being  established* 
If  so,  and  the  effect  of  the  constitution 
was  to  bo  to  curtail  his  authority,  then  it 
was  the  interest  of  Buonaparte  lo  make 
war  upon  us  at  last,  .though  he  might  for 
a  while  suspend  his  purpose.     It  was  onljr 
by  war  that  he   could  re-establish    his 
power.    As  to  the  second  question,  the 
noble  earl  had  gone  into  great  length  to 
ahow  that  We  ahould  this  year  commence 
the  campaign  with  a  forceJnferior  to  that 
of  the  Allies   at  the  end  of  the  war, 
and  with  Buonaparte's  army  more  formi- 
dable now  than  it  was  then.    But  the 
noble  earl  laboured  und^r  misinforma- 
tion aa  to  the  actual  state  of  the  armies  of 
the  Allies.    He  had  also  made  many  ani* 
madveratons  with  respect  to  the  conduct 
of  the  dtfierent  Sovereigns^  and  had  in- 
dulged in  much  invective  against  many 
indifiduals  among  the  Allies;   although 
he  had  at  the  same  time  protested  against 
using  any  harsh- language  towards  Buona- 
parte,   ft  might  have  been  as  well  if  the 
noble  earl  had  extended  to  our  friends 
that  moderation  which  he  had  shown  to 
our  enemy.    He  had  asked^  whether  we 
.could  expect  that  Italy,  would  rise  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Allies  as  it  did  last  year  ?  Ho 
had  never  heard  of  any  such  insurrection 
in  Italy  last,  year :  we  had  all  heard,  in- 
deed, that  though  that  country  was  ripe 
for  such  an  insurrection,  none,  in  fact,  had 
taken  place.    The  noble  earl  had  then 
adrerled   to  the  affair  of   Genoa;    that 
question  had  been  already  discussed,  and 
the  House  had  not  agreed  with  the  noble 
earl  in  his  opinion,  that  a  gross  breach  of 
trust  had   been  committed  in  respect  to 
that  country  :  indeed,  he  had  never  wit- 
nessed a  more  gross»  unwarraotable  charge 
against  any   government.      So  with  re- 
spect  to    the    question    of  Saxony-r-be 
trusted  that  when  it  should  come  before 
the  House,  their  lordships  would  be  of 
opinion,  that  the  conduct  of  ministers  had 
been  just  and  politic.     It  was  true,  that 
in  two  or  three  instances,  some  dissatis- 
faction with   military  arrangements  bad 
been  expressed  by  the  Saxon  troot>s  under 
prince   Blucher;    but  when    the   whole 
Saxon  corps  was  stated  to  be  under  con- 
finement,  with   a  considerable  body  of 
Prussians  to  watch  them*  he  should  only 
answer,  by  giving  the  House  the  last  in- 
formation   he    bad    received   from    that 
quarter,  which  caipe  yesterday  from  a 
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gentleman  who  bad  just  left  tbat  cotintry, 
namely,  tbat  the  fery  gomrd  of  prince 
Blocker  consiated  of  Saxona*  and  that  that 
general  wai  personally  onder  the  eare  of 
Saxons  only.  The  noble  earl,  bad  slated, 
that  neither  Prossia,  Rosiia,  nor  AastriBi 
would; be  able  to  march  ao  large  a  force 
as  last  year.  l*he  fact  was  directly  the 
reverse;  for  all  three  fvonld  march  a 
nach  more  considerable  force*  The 
noble  earl  had  talked  of  the  povrerfbl  di- 
version which  Saxony  would  cause ;  bat 
had  omitted  to  mention  the  troopa  of  the 
King  of  the  JNetherlands,  who  had  no 
existence  last  year*/  As  to  the  British 
army,  there  ware,  unquestionably,  many 
regiments  which  Gorernment  was  not  abie 
now  to  place  dnder  the  command  of  the 
duke  of  Wellington,  which  had  been  so 
placed  last  year ;  but  when  the  noble  earl 
represented  his  army  as  no  longer  so  for* 
midable— [Earl  Grey  interrupted  the  noble 
earl  to  say,  that  his  observation  applied 
only  to  the  diminished  numbers  of  the 
British  trOopsJ. — Barl  Bathnrst  continued, 
tbat  the  question  was  not  whether  we  were 
«s  powerful  as  we  were  last  year,  bat 
whether  we  bad  a  greater  prospect  of 
auccess  next  year.  If  Buonapan^'s  army , 
was  so  Ibrmidable  as  the  noble  earl  had 
represented  noW|  it  would  next  year  be 
more  formidable.  Then  it  was  said,  that 
this  was  an  interference  with  the  govern- 
ment of  France.  To  a  certain  extent,  we 
'had  a  right  to  such  interference.  He 
protested  against  carrying  this  principle 
lieyond  what  was  absolately  necessary ; 
but  contended  for  the  right,  if  necessary, 
with  a  view  to  secure  ourselves  against 
serious  and  alarming  danger.  If  a  go« 
vernment  t-xercised  its  functions  in  a 
manner  which  wks  dangerous  to  its  neigh- 
bours, those  neighbours  bad  a  right  to 
proscribe  tbat  government,  if  necessary. 

Lord  QrtnviUe  said,  he  considered  the 
present  ruler  of  France  as  the  common 
enemy  of  Europe,  and  had  no  doubt  that 
If  he  had  been  placed  in  the  situation  the 
Prince  Regent's  ministers  had  been  placed 
in,  that  he  should  have  given  the  same 
advice  as  to  the  present  state  of  war.  Now 
that  Parliament  was  called  upon  for  its 
support,  he  could  not,  after  all  the  consi- 
*  deration  he  had  been  able  to  give  the  sab- 
ject,  bring  him^lf  to  duubt  that  it  was 
their  duty  to  declare  their  determined 
resolution  to  support  the  Crown  to  the  ut- 
most in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  But 
if  any  hesitation  had  appeared  on  the  part 
'«ftlie  Executive  Covernmenty  strong  aa  his 
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impression  wae,  he  skauld  not  have  pre^ 
samed,  upon  the  imperfect,  and  perhapo 
erroneous  information  which  a  member  of 
parliament  was  able  t»  pick,  op,  to  advise 
the  Government  to-  commence  a  war 
which  ministers  did  not  think  expedienL 
He  expressed  some  •  concern  that  the 
House  were  not  called  apon  to  consider 
this  subject  earlier,  for  the  sake  of  giving 
more  satisfaction  to  the  country,  of  coun^ 
teracting  many  unfounded  opinions^  and 
removing  many  groundless  prejudtcea» 
Bat  the  delay  had  afibrded  him  the  oppar* 
tunity  of  examining  and  re-examining 
opinions,  of  the  correctness  of  whick  he 
had  so  much  reason  to  doubt,  when  ha 
found  they  differed  from  those  of  his  noble 
friend«-of  whose  judgment  he  thought  ao 
highly.  To  gif  e  an  opinion  in  favour  of 
a  continuance  of  the  calamities  of  war,  waa 
a  painful  task  to  any  man ;  but  it  waa 
some  consolation  to  fteX  that  tbat  waa  tha 
opinion  of  a  man  whose  whole  public  life 
had  expressed  a  general  abhorrence  of 
war,  and  who  thought  that  in  order  to  be 
just,  a  war  must  not  only  be  necessary^ 
but  unavoidable.  The  first  question  waa, 
whether  we  had  jaet  grounds  to  consider 
ourselves  at  war.  There  waa  a  saying  of 
Mr.  Burke,  recorded  in  those  volumes  in 
which,  if  so  many  thinga  were  often  appli^ 
cable,  it  wks  because  they  were  founded 
on  the  solid  principles  oC  truth— that  nei- 
ther a  profitable  wrong,  nor  an  unprofit^ 
able  right,  were  fit  objects  to  be  pursued 
by  war.  Even  though  it  were  demons 
strable,  that  the  sreatest  possible  advan^ 
tage  might  be  derived  from  the  proaecu* 
tion  of  war,  yet  if  it  could  be  shown  that 
the  war  waa  unjust,  the  waging  sudi  a 
war  was  more  unprofitable  to  its  interests 
than  any  advantage '  could  benefit  them. 
Much  had,  of  necessity,  been  said  re*> 
specting  the  general  right  of  interfering 
with  the  government  of  other  nations*  In 
the  abstract  principle,  tbat  no  government 
had  a  right  to  interfere  with  another, 
every  body  would  agree.  The  right  was 
unquestionable,  like  the  rights  of  men  in 
a  state  of  nature;  and  it  any  political 
state  could  be  found  in  a  state  of  nature, 
the  rights  of  a  state  so  separated  from  the 
other  states  would  be  absolute  and  un- 
deniable ;  bat  it  was  with  societies  as  w itk 
individuals,  with  governments  as  with 
men — when  they  stand  in  any  relation  to 
each  other,  they  must  be  contented  -to  set 
their  rights  regulated  with  a  view  to  tbo 
mutual  righta  of  all.  The  righu  of  otbere 
in  relation  tothat  a^tte  were  aa  sacred  40 
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the  righU  of  tht  tttte  ittelf.  He  did  not 
•pprebend  that  this  principle  would  be 
denied  ;  eTery  page  in  the  history  of 
etery  country  famished  examples  of  its 
being  acted  opon.  Ris  noble  friend  had 
mentioned  two  striking  instances  which 
had  latefy  occorred.  That  thn  principle 
most  not  be  made  the  pretext  of  oppres- 
sion and  injQstice*  was  trae  of  every  other 
groand  of  war ;  and  there  was  no  legiti- 
mate groand  of  war  which  might  not  by 
abose  be  distorted  to  the  purposes  of  in- 
justice. There  was  no  country  which  had 
not  tried  the  eflect  of  a  treaty  with  Buo- 
naparte—which  had  not  experienced  that 
in  restraining  his  power,  or  diminishing 
his  aggressions,  treaties  were  of  no  arail 
whatever.  If  the  House  had  not  been  of 
this  opinion,  the  moment  for  them  to  hare 
declared  it  was  when  the  Prince  Regent's 
ministers  signed  the  declaration  to  that 
effect:  they  should  then  huTe  required 
itoinisters  to  have  withdrawn  such  declara- 
tion in  the  name  of  England.  He  cor> 
dtally  approved  of  the  declaration  :  on 
that  foundation  France  accepted  the  offers 
df  the  Allies;  and  that  Government— 
which  was  originally  a  military  osurpa- 
^n — had  it  l^en  the  most  legitimate  in 
the  world,  would,  by  the  misconduct  of 
the  Sovereign,  hsive  forfeited  its  title  to 
its  King,  and  have  produced  the  extreme 
<5ase  of  the  necessity  of  driving  from  the 
throne  the  person  who  had  so  abused  bis 
authority.  If  France  possessed  the  right 
of  choosing  her  own  government,  and 
had,  after  so  many  years  of  war,  by  which 
she  had  been  so  great  a  sufferer,  made 
some  sacrifices  for  the  advantages  of  the 
restoration  of  tranquillity,  her  own  limita> 
tion  of  that  right  could  not  be  doubted : 
and  BO  the  bargain  was  made  at  Paris. 
This  would  appear  the  true  sense  of  the 
treaties,  looking  on  the  whole  business  as 
one  great  transaction*  In  civil  transac- 
tionsy  some  competent  tribunal  or  juris- 
.diction  was  referred  to,  which  prescribed 
certain  forms  as  qeoessary  to  be  attended 
to  for  the  regolation  of  a  contract;  which 
he  who  did  not  act  opon,  neglected  at  his 
peril.  Bat  in  afikirs  between  nations, 
there  wai  no  common  authority  or  tribunal 
to  refer  to,  or  which  had  authority  to  pre- 
•cribe:  and  all  that  could  be  required 
Vra$,  to  impose  on  both  parties  the  duty 
ef  peiforming  what  they  undertook.  The 
Intention  to  perform  the  contract  most  be 
imade  known  to  all  parties,  and  this  was 
the  case  respecting  th9  exclusion  of  Buo- 
tapfini  and  his  family  fh>«i  the  French 


throne.  ITie  question,  therefore^  was  not 
on  the  abstract  right  of  interfering  in  the 
choice  of  a  government  for  France,  bu% 
on  the  right  of  enforcing  a  solemn  treaty. 
It  mattered  not  what  was  the  case  of  right, 
if  it  was  allowed,  as  no  man  denied^  that 
France  had  the  right  to  conclude  lawfully 
the  Treaty.  That  gave  to  the  Allies  the 
right  of  enforcing  it.  The  Treaty  wat 
made,  and  it  conld  not  be  lawful  for 
France  to  break  it.  It  was  founded  on 
certain  stipulations :  but  France  breaks  it, 
and  retracts  from  part  of  the  bargain ;  her 
obligation  wae  the  exclusion  of  Buona* 
party's  dynasty.  The  moment  that  vio* 
lation  was  committed,  a  just  cause  of  war 
ensued.  Their  lordships  might,  though  it 
'was  not  necessary,  look  back  to  the  War 
of  the  Succession,  and  the  original  prin* 
ciple  on  which  that  war  was  founded. 
The  Allies,  he  would  not  say  whether 
wisely  or  not,  did  relax  from  the  original' 
principle  of  excluding  the  Bourbon  fa* 
mily  from  the  Spanish  throne ;  but  they 
insisted  on  the  means  for  preventing  the 
crowns  of  the  two  nations  being  worn  by 
the  same  person.  It  might  then  have  de- 
pended on  the  life  of  a  weak  and  sickly 
child,  whether  Philip  woold  not  become 
the  rightful  heir  of  France.  Had  the 
contemplated  eVent  occurred,  then  France 
would  have  desired  and  attempted  the  an* 
nexation  of  Spain  as  a  province  of  France  ; 
not  as  it  was  afterwards,  a  virtual  pro- 
vince, but  an  actual  added  province  or 
kingdom.  If  the  policy,  then,  was  ad-[ 
milted  to  be  right,  what  was  the  inference 
respecting  the  present  circumstances  ? 
The  point  then  was,  not  the  exclusion  of 
all  the  Bourbona  or  others  from  the  throne 
of  Spain,  but  to  prevent  Philip  5  from 
wearing  the  French  crown ;  and  we  now 
said,  that  by  the  Treaty  Buonapart6  can- 
not lawfully  be  considered  as  the  Emperor 
of  France.  This  was  our  ground,  and  as 
to  the  enemy  nothing  more  was  necessary* 
The  case  was  this :  he  had  violated,  and 
the  Allies  claimed  the  observance  of  the 
Treaty,  It  was  fitting  to  show  to  France 
that  we'were  justified  in  those  steps  which 
might  bring  on  France  all  the  calamities 
of  ^war.  His  opinion  was,  that  there  was 
no  option  left  us;  nor  any  grounds  for 
long  deliberation.  We  were  placed  by 
an  imperious  necessity  in  a  state  to  do 
what  could  not  be  avoided.  The  first 
great  point  of  importance  was  the  observ- 
ance of  the  Treaty.  It  was  no  light  mat- 
ter af^er  twenty-five  years  of  trouble,  and 
even  at  the  close  of  war,  to  find  in  France 
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th«  prevailing  passion  which  occasioned 
the  early  calamilies-^a  passion  under  the 
dominion  of  which,  she  was  preparing  to 
commence  a  new  war.  Could  France  alone 
Jiave  a  righi  to  examine,  question,  or  can* 
eel  treatiea,  without  assigning  any  reason 
why  she  was  not  bound  by  them  ?  If  there 
remained  any  hope  for  the  maintenance 
of  peace  in  Europe  against  such  a  power 
aa  France*  it  must  be  grounded  upon  a  de- 
termination that  she  should  be  bound  by 
the  force  of  her  contrac  ts.  Europe  was 
not  to  tolerate  her  principles  of  destroying 
treaties*  such  as  she  avowed  in  the  case  of 
the  opening  of  the  Scheldt,  for  instance, 
tome  years  ago.  So  now  she  renounced 
her.  contract  by  one  of  the  most  insulting 
papers  ever  known  in  the  annals  of  diplo- 
macy, called  by  Caulaincourt  "  a  proposi* 
tion.  for  peace/'  which  was  founded  only 
OQ  this— that  France  might,  at  her  plea- 
sore,  dispense  with  all  compacts.  What 
occasion  was  there  now  for  the  question 
whether  relations  should  be  entered  into 
with  Fraore,  seeing  that  she  had  shown 
that  she  ^ould  not  abide  by  any  treaty  ? 
She  gloried  in  violating  a  treaty.  She 
scattered  it  to  the  winds.  By  twenty-five 
years  of  fatal  experience,  she  had  taught 
Europe  how  she  appreciated  treaties.  Other 
aecarities  most,  therefore,  be  found  for  her 
than  those  of  solemn  compacts.  To  all 
propositions  from  Buonaparte  there  was 
an  insuperable  objection.  He  could  offer 
DO  security.  We  had  now  a  duty  imposed 
upon  OS,  He  had  flagrantly  broken  his 
faith  ;  and  because  he  had  done  so,  were 
we  to  break  faith  with  our  Allies?  If  they 
called  on  us  to  enforce  an  unjust  demand, 
we  might  reply,  that  we  were  no  party  to 
the  matter.  If  they  called  on  us  to  sup- 
port one,  which  though  just  was  yet  new, 
we  might  say,  that  the  interest  of  the 
country  was  to  be  first  considered.  But 
our  Allies  now  called  upon  as  only  for 
the  observance  of  a  treaty  agreed  to  by 
all,  and  we  could  not  consistently  set  up 
a  plea  of  opr  own  interest  as  a  reason  for 
not  assisting  in  securing  its  observance. 
To  refuse  to  maintain  the  Treaty  pf  Paris, 
would  be  conduct  towards  our  Allies  of  a 
character  similar  to  the  bad  faith  of  Buo- 
naparte There  were  yet  other  grounds 
for  deciding  on  this  fearful  alternative. 
He  held  good  faith  to  our  Allies  to  be  in- 
dispensable ;  but  his  real  opinion  was, 
that  it  was  essential  to  the  general  seen- 
rity  of  all  (he  knew  not  how  to  make 
ahades  of  difference),  that  the  stipulations 
q(  the  Treaty  sbojiid  be  enforced.     No 
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reasonable  man,  certainly^no  man  in  thai 
House,  could  confide  in  the  security  to  bo 
found  in  treaties  with  Bupnapart6.  Seen* 
rity  must  be  looked  for  in  other  means* 
Speaking  of  the  securKy  of  insecurity  of* 
treaties,  he  should  not  attempt  a  statement 
of  how  many  violations  of  treaties  Buona- 
parte had  been  guilty  ;  but  he  would  ask 
any  one  to  show  him  a  single  country 
during  the  last  ten  or  twelve  years,  which 
had  sought  peace  or  safety  by  treaty  with 
him,  that  had  not  found  itself  visited  with 
the  aggravation  of  the  very  evils  it  had  so 
attempted  to  ward  off?  Instead  of  enu« 
merating  violations,  he  would  ask,  who 
would  rest  his  security  on  Buonaparte; 
and  who  would  point  out  a  treaty  with 
him  that  was  not  followed  by  the  detri- 
ment of  the  other  contracting  party  ?  Hia 
ni>ble  friend,  in  a  laudable  anxiety  for 
peace,  which  he  fully  shared  with  him, 
had  indulged  in  expectations  in  which  he 
(lord  Grenville)  could  not  indulge.  Age 
certainly  imposed  limits  on  the  activity 
and  ambition  of  man ;  but,  with  respect 
to  Buonapan^,  that  period  bad  not  as  yet 
arrived.  As  little  could  he  trace  as  to  the. 
amendment  of  his  disposition.  God  for-, 
bid  he  should  suppose  that  no  amendment 
could  take  place. in  any  man:  ()ut  in  look- 
ing to  the  general  safety  ,of  nations,  and 
to  the  happiness  and  existence  of  his  owa 
country,  he  could  not  rest  upon  probabi- 
lities merely,  where  especially  he  saw  no 
reasonable  hop^s,  and  when  the  very  act  of 
the  man  which  occasioned  the  present  crisis, 
was  one  of  the  strongest  examples  of  his 
faithlessness  and  ambition  which  his  life  had 
offered.  Lord  Grenville  said,  that  from  any 
means  of  information  which  he  possessed, 
he  knew  not  how  to  estimate  the  proper* 
tion  of  those  in  France  who  desired  the 
return  of  Buonaparte,  and  of  those  >ba 
wished  for  any  other  government.  It. 
appeared,  however,  that  he  was  replaced 
by  the  active  efforts  of  the  military. 
There  were  no  traces  of  any  other  inter- 
ference. Though  he  could  not  estimate 
and  distribute  the  different  proportions  of 
the  opinions  of  the  French ;  yet  from  all 
he  had,  heard,  from  every  report  on  the 
subject  that  he  had  read,  it  did  appear 
that  under  Lojuis  the  18th  the  army  felt  a 
radical  discontent  at  the  pacific  principles 
of  that  monarch.  His  moderation  and 
pacific  disposition  was  the  very  cause» 
for  which,  as  for  a  crime,  he  was  deposed* 
He  was  the  victim  of  peace.  He  was  the 
sacrifice  of  his  good  faiths.  He  had  not 
aufferedi  like  his  unforttmate  brother  Ii«iuf 
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19,  upon  charges  alleged  agaiasi  bitn,  for 
dcaigoingto  f  iolale  the  liberties  of  Frailte, 
or  Tor  any.  harshness  of  proceeding.  His 
Government  was  a  government  of  lenity^ 
It  cottld  not  be  charged  against  him  that 
he  was  shaking  the  constitution  that  hati 
been  formed.  Thoagh  it  was  the  interest 
of  the  present  Government  to  find  out 
charges  of  a  disposition  to  ansettle  the 
present  state  of  property  in  France,  he 
had  not  been  able  to  discover  a  single 
proof  of  any  sach  accusation.  The  Jawfol 
assemblies  under  the  new  constitution 
paid  him  all  allegiance  up  to  the  very 
moment  that  he  became  an  exile.  It  was 
because  he  was  the  friend  of  peace,  and 
was  desirous  to  keep  peace  with  the  other 
countries  of  Europe,  that  a  soldiery,  ac- 
customed to  rapine,  and  raised  by  their 
former  Chief  to  principalities  and  powers, 
carved  out  of  the  just  rights  of  other 

Seople,  were  discontented,  and  desired  no 
lonarchf  but  a  General  prepared  to  renew 
the  work  of  spoliation.  Was  it  nothing 
new  to  be  desired  to  sanction  a  system 
under  which  Europe  had  so  long  groaned, 
with  such  an  army  and  such  a  chief  at  its 
head  ?  If  bit  disposition  was  said  to  liave 
undergone  some  change,  his  situation 
again  was  now  changed  ;  and  as  the  army 
was  formerly  upheld  by  spoliation  and 
plunder,  so  now,  for  the  same  objects,  he 
was  recalled  by  his  former  instruments, 
who  atone  could  maintain  him  in  his  re- 
gained power.  As  to  new  constitutions, 
be  was  firmly  of  opinion,  that  a  good  con- 
stitution could  only  be  formed  by  the 
adaptation  of  remedies  from  time  to  time, 
under  the  circumstances  which  required 
them.  The  only  exception  mentioned  was 
that  of  America  ;  but  that  did  not  apply. 
The  founders  of  that  constitution  acted 
with  great  wisdom.  It  was  framed  so  as 
to  produce  as  little  change  as  possible  in 
the  existing  laws  and  manners  under  the 
altered  form  of  government,  which^  though 
a  republic,  was  constructed  as^  nearly  as 
the  difference  would  admit,  on  the  mo- 
narchical form  of  our  own  constitution.  If 
any  person  would  consider  the  present 
situation  of  Buonaparte  in  France,  it  must 
appear  that,  judging  by  all  human  proba- 
bility, it  WQuld  be  necessary  for  him  (even 
aupposins  we  were  inclined  to  remain  at 
peace  with  him),  to  keep  his  army  in 
humour  with  him,  by  leading  them  on  to 
some  fresh  aggression  against  some  foreign 
nation ;  which  would  force  us  into  the 
contest,  however  we  might  be  disinclined 
to  it.  If  we  looked  at  all  bis  former  policy, 
(VOL^XXXI.) 
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we  'should  see  that  he  was  under  a  sort  of 
necesirtty  of  maintainins  his  power  by  tho 
same  means  by  which  be  had  acquired  it. 
Against  his  recurring  to  his  former  policy, 
his  noble  friend  appeared,  by  the  amend- 
menthe  had  moved,  to  consider  that  it 
would  be  sufficient  security  for  this  country 
to  continue  in  peace  with  htm.  A  state 
of  peace  did  not,  however,  now  exist  be- 
tween us  and  Buonaparte  We  had  now 
no  treaty  with  him ;  and  he  wished  to 
know  upon  what  grounds  we  could  now 
negociate  with  him  ?  In  the  overture,  as  it 
was  called,  that  Buonapart6  had  made  to 
this  country,  he  mentioned  nothing  about 
the  Peace  of  Paris,  nor  even  condescended 
to  say  any  thine  as  to  the  terms  on  which 
he  was  disposed  to  treat  with  us.  It  ap« 
peered,  however,  by  lord  ClancarMf's 
letter,  that  the  proposal  whiqh  was  ior^ 
warded  to  Vienna,  was,  that  he  was  con- 
tent to  abide  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris.  He, 
for  his  part,  bad  always  thought  that  by 
that  Treaty,  the  great  points  which  re- 
mained to  be  settled  for  the  futni>e  peace 
of  Europe  were  lef^  too  undefined.  It 
was  settled,  indeed,  that  France  should, 
preserve  her  ancient  frontiers,  and  that 
we  were  to  restore  to  her  the  greater  part 
of  her  colonies.  All  the  other  great  in- 
terests of  Europe  were,  however,  reserved 
to  be  discussed  at  the  Congress,  to  which 
France  also  sent  her  minister.  Now,  if  it 
were  proposed  to  negociate  for  peace  with 
Buonaparte  on  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of 
Paris,. was  it  also  to  be  left  open  to  him 
to  interfere  in  all  those  arrangements  that 
by  that  Treaty  were  left  undefined,  but 
which  had  since  been  agreed  upon  by  the 
different  Powers  at  Vienna  ?  Jf  this  was 
the  case,  even  although  we  might  take 
the  Treaty  of  Paris  as  th^  foundation  of 
peace,  we  should  soon  find  ourselves  en- 
tangled in  a  hostile '  negociatioo'  with 
Buonspart^,  about  those  other  interesting 
points  which  had  been  happily  settled, 
after  long  deliberation,  by  the  Congress 
at  Vienna.  With  such  a  wide  field  of 
discussion  thrown  open,  what  hopes  could 
there  be  of  the  defensiTO  system  being 
lon^  maintained  ?  It  was  impossible  for 
their  lordships  not  to  recollect  what  dif- 
ferences had  existed  between  the  Powers 
of  Europe  upon  those  points,  when  they 
were  under  discussion.  How  greatly  would 
those  differences  be  increased,  if  thoso 
discussions  were  now  to  be  re-opened,  and 
Buonaparte  was  admitted  to  become  a 
party  in  them.  Under  such  circumstancee, 
and  with  all  the  opportnnities  he  would  disii 
•   (2B) 
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have  oCtaowing  diviiioM  vbut  hope  co&ld  k 
b«  entertained  of  preaerving  the  defensive, 
syiiom  recomniflnded  in,  the  Amendment 
to  the  Address  ?p»[l4Qrd  Grenville  here  ap« 
peered  to  be  taken  suddenly  ill*  and  coqo 
eluded  rather  abropUy,  by. stating,  that  for. 
th^  reason8.he  had, stated,  he  slK^uld  sofft? 
port  the.Addres8.] 

The  House  th^  dividedjiwhen  thejsiun- 
bers  were, 

Fejr  the  Ainendmentf— Present  •••    35 

Proxies. ..      9. 

—  4^ 
Against  it— Present*.  •  108- 
Proxies,**    54. 

—156 
Majority  for  the  Addjress...        1 12 

Liai  t^  the  Minoriijf. 


Sussex 

Norfolk 

Sometset 

Gl^Lfto^^ 

Devonslure 
Argyll' 

HAR9UISSES. 
Lansdown 
Dbiiglas 
Wellesley 

XARLS. 

Derby 
Essex 

A^bemar^. , 

Jersey 

Cow'pcgc 

Ilchester 

Carnarvon 

GiosVenor     • 

Darnley 

Charleotont 

Donoughmose 

Slu^hops, 


Cork. 

Grey 

Rosslyn 

Lauderdale 

Vise.  Torrington^ 

LORPS. 

Say  and  S^le 

St  John 

Byron 

King 

Montibrt 

Fsley. 

Hutchinson 

Auckland 

PaoxiES. 
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Wednesdi^,  May  24. 

Motion  maspECTiNG  tub  GaaMT  to 
Loa&  KLsLvaLE.]  Lard  Jlfafton,,on  rising 
to  bring  foraard.A  motion  on  this  sub^iecty 
wiik.the  particulars  of  which  the  House, 
.he  satd^  were  well  acquainted^  disclaia|ed 
all  motives  for  interference  but  those  of 
his  .pnblie  doty*  He  had  no  feelings,  of 
an  aihrerstt  nature  towards  i  the  deceased 
nobleman  or  ai|y  of  his  relatives  oxniends^, 
bat  on  public  grounds  onl^  he  deemed  it 
necessary  to  take  up  the  .aufaiiect^  The 
history,  of  the  grant,  jnighl  .be^raqid  to 
thaiettar.of  the  .earl  of  .'Bockioghams|)ire 
ta.  tba  .Coori  .of  DiiaaUirf^,  of  4h4 .  dnia  oL 


the  18th.  January*  191«.*  This  letter* 
wbiofa  had  long  been  before  the  House* 
referred  to  a  conversaMon'wbich  the  npbltt 

*  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Earl  of  Buckingham- 
shire to  the  Chairman  of  the  East 
.  India  Company,  dated  the  1 2th  Ja- 
nuary 1814,  referred  to  on  the  Mi- 
nutes of  the  General  Court  of  the 
4tbM^y,  1814. 

•*  India  Board,  Jamuuy.  12,  1814. 

*'  Sir ;  Under^anding  from  the  conver* 
sation  I  had  with  yoo  and  the  deputy^ 
chairman,  that  the. Court  oC  Directors  have 
not  yet  come  to  any  determination  re- 
specting the.  continoaoce  of.  the  paosioaa 
granted  to  lord  Wellesley,  lord  Melville, 
and  myself,  I  consider  it  my  doty. to  states 
as  distinctly  as  1  can,  my  sentiments  upon 
the  subject. 

*•  With  reference  to  the^  grant  to  lord 
W^lesley,  I  should  ill  disoblige  the  func- 
tions of  the  office  1  have  the.  honour  t» 
hold,  if  I  did  not  convey  to. you  my  de* 
cided  opinion,  that  no  man  can  read  the 
Records  of  the  East  India  Company  during 
the  period  that  lorjd  Wellesley  filled  the 
situation  of  Governor-general  of  India, 
without  being  impressed  with  the  deepest- 
sense  of  bis  eminent  services;  and.  what* 
ev.er  differences  of  opiniofi  might  have 
occasionally  arisen  between .  him  t  and  the 
Court  of  Directors  upon^  particular  •points, 
the  exertions  he  made,  the  talents  he  dis- 
played,: ^od  the  benefits  he-rendered,  were. 
of  a  nature  to  entitle  .him  to  a  signal  and 
substantial  reward ;  and  that  the  conti- 
nuance of  his  pension  wou)d-not  only  be 
an  act  of  liberal  and  wise^  policy.,  but  of 
strict -justice  on  the  part  of  the  East  India* 
Company. 

**  The  pension  granted  to  the  executors 
of  the  late  lord  Melville  is  connected  with 
circumstances  which  it  may  beta  little > 
difficult  to  discuss ;  but  whicb^  in  order  to 
make  myself  clearly  understood^  I  cannot 
entirely,  overlook. 

*'  Upon  .an  examination  into  the  sta|e 
of  the  late  lord  Melville's  affiiirs. at  bis 
death,  it  was  found  that  his  property r.was 
Inadequate  to  the  paymentuofhb. debts  by 

.very  lar|;e  sum,  for.  •which  the.  present 
ofd  MelyiUe<h^^made  ,  himself '.respon- 
iblob 

''into  this  voluntary  .engagement  oh9. 

aa.  induced  to  .entes^  aa  gceau personal 
nconveniance  to.. himself  and  family,  hie. 
iqperiy  baiogwsettkd,  front.a  .seose^oC 


t 


'Wa] 


^Ofmiip>  LariMeMk. 


jemr\,^m  |»re«ident  of 'tbe  Board  of  Cofi*{ 
trol,  bad  had  with  the  chairman  of  iIk' 
Indlk  G6mpatiy ;  but  there  was  no  par- 
liteieiKaty  tiMWiedgo  of  the  wibjoct  pn^i 
viooa  io  this  letter,  it  recom  mended  tbe 
granting  tof  a  tom  ^f  money  to  the  -present 
lord  MoWille»  a  person  who  was  not  a 
aeiVant  of thfe  Oompany*  bm  a  mriMter  of' 
the  Gfown ;  -ft  Stated  the  high  iiitnation 
-hold  by  bis  Idi^hip^  fetber,  and  recottl- 
iaended,  tbotto-aiToid  tbo  difcredit  which 
^^f&M  'aHach  to  bit  memory,  by  the  non* 
paymeUt  of  hit  debta,  the  lom  of  120>000/. 
rfboold  be  pnipoaad  to  the  Coort  of  Di- 
reelert  to  be  granted  to  hii  ion.  The 
#reftt  object,  b6fre?er»  of  the  Board  of 
Control,  was  to  preirent  .the  lavitb  ex- 
•  ]^ettditnre  of  the  fande  of  the  €oiApaoy, 
mMl  the  ohfeet  of  the  Act  by  wbfcb  it  waa 
-Ibrmod,  waa  to  check  profinnon  and  cor- 
rnpt  praciicea  in  Indkii  Bat  he  Vtoald 
contend,  that  it  was  tpqnally  Within  the 
View  of  the  Legitlatnre,  to  extend  the 
operation  pf  the  Act  to  the  preventiM  of 
aoch  pnUnictBt  at  home^  ^r  to  any  qoarter 
df  the  gfobe  where  they  might  take  place. 


,  I 


what  ^t  6u«,  paniculArly  tb  tb%  hieh 
•Ufi)6m  hit  father  had  h«)d  in  pnblic  lift; 
and  to  avoid  the  dftcr^it  ihiit  Would 
attach  upon  hit  ftt%moi*y,  hid  hil  debts 
remained  unsatisfied. 

"  Under  en  impression  that  \ht  exten* 
aion  of  the  grant  to  the  late  tofd  Mfelville 
to  his  axecutors  might  have  b«en  ihade 
amongst  other  considerations,  in  the  con* 
templatfon  of  his  debts,  and  the  inade- 
qaate  means  hts  property  afforded  of 
phyhig  them,  t  tentuns  to  state  th^se  cii*- 
cMNUnces  to  yon,  and  to  sobmit  for  yonr 
consideration  (the  som  of  20,000^.  being 

'  still  anprotided  fbr)»  tfa«  propriety  of  pro- 
posing  to  the  Coitrt,  that  the  grant  shbuld 
be  cbntinaed  for  a  period  th«t  woold  dis- 
charffe  that  som. 

"  If  the  estiuatidn  in  which  I  bold  the 
late  lord  Melville's  services  to  the  East 

^  India^Company  be  ill  Ibdnded,  the  pro- 
(position  will  have  lUtle  weight  with  yoor 
Cenrt ;  but  if  I  justly  appreciate  them,  t 
itn  confident  that  the  soggestion  1  hnH 
made  will  not  fkil  to  receive  th«t  tftt^ittioo 

'  tn  whiob  it  appears  entitled. 

«« With  respect  to  the  petition  griltited 

•  to  faayself,  I  sboifid  obierte,  that  opMAi  my 
appolmmofft  to  the  oiBce  of  president  of 
the  Bo»d  of  GoiMfel,  I  Hitilfitlted  my  in- 

teMttomte  ftrego  (b6  ^^eefpt  at  the  pen* 

'•  nOtt  daMtf  life  period  of  taf  tWiiHHikUti 
■  jtt  thil  Met}  airf  I  icHtftflf  fHti  deter 


It  W%8  an  object  6f  the  Act  to-ptreviriit  the 
originating  of  aWy  gradt  with  tbe  Boanl 
of  Control.  .He  then  insist^,  that  tbo 
letter  was  o  troblic  il6comdnt,  arid  not  a 
^▼ate  conrinunicationi  as  had  been  nmin* 
tained  by  the  gentlemen  bpposite.  Ho 
{proceeded  to  c6nteod  that  the  Ikto  lord 
Molvillb,  If  entitled  to  codilpensatnm. 
shovid  have  receired  it  by  -a  Tote  of  Par- 
litraient  as  a  servantxif  tbe  Crown,  inid  not 
from  tbo  ibnds  of  the ,  Company.  Tb4 
body  and  the  King's  minnters  iiad  not 
only  aaparato,  but  of^en  conflicting  inter* 
reau ;  and  bo  woold  ask,  whether  it  wi^s 
iit  or  decoroos  tbat  a  person  wbo  was 
phiced  in  the  Toiy  office  of  controlling 
the  Company  afaoofd  receive  mnnds  from 
tt  ?  The  Tiew  that  the  Coort  of  Dh^ctorti 
appeared  to  take  of  the  comttohfcation, 
was  perfectly  boQonrablo  and  consistent. 
They  resolved  that  the  letter  should  Gb 
submitted  to  a  geheral  court  of  proprietors, 
and  having  done  this,  they  deemed  It 
their  duty  to  go  no  farther.  The  iast- 
mentioned  court,  however,  decided  by 
ballot,  that  tbo  grant  should  be  made; 

mined,  h\  all  evetot^,  tb  pertovers  in  tbftt 
intention. 

«<  At  the  irtime  time  I  tobW  tUlMMdly 
acknowlec^,  that  adv^hing  to  tbe  terms 
opon  which  the  chuvtet  WAs  renewed,  it 
did  not  occnr  td  me  tbat  kny  (|eeitioH  was 
likely  lb  have  arisen  upoh  the  kobfect  of 
the  existing  pensions :  ar,  however,  it  has 
arisen,  I  mukt  request  that  the  bfitibesi, 
as  far  as  my  penlion  is  cOklcemed,  ma^ 
not  be  agitated  at  preient. 

"  In  the  ex^rcine  of  my  bfficifti  dhliek, 
I  ought  not,  id  the  opinion  of  any  dieii,  tb 
be  lidble  tb  the  tmputatloti  of  acting  Ohder 
ftelings  of  pers6tiel  disappointment;  dr 
Open  to  the  bharge  of  dUre^ttfiiib|  Oh  ob- 
ligation conferred. 

» If  tbo  Court  ihOOld  be  disfiOwd,  let 
them  take  Op  the  ^Object  Whene^fer  I 
leave  tbe  oAce  of  |)resident  of  ttie  Board 
of  Control  l  they  Will  tben,  ks  Ot  present, 
have  their  oWh  recbrds  to  refet  10  fbr  tho 
grounds  tpoh  whicS  the  pehsion  Wsbi  dri- 
glitally  grOOted,  dind  they  Will  bHtCr  opcfai 
tbe  coAsiderktlon  bf  it  under  (rircdm^titices 
Wholly  free  front  the  ob>^btidti  thtt  hda 
presented  itself  tb  lO^  ntinTd  ;  kHd  I  #6iitd 
Odd,  oh  th'^t  titt6\hit,  far  kkbU  ildtisfac 
(dry  to  Ihy  owti  fe^irhgl  I  Hivi  iW  K0« 
bOdf  to  be.  Sir,  Sec. 

m^tt  Thi^mdrf,  ekk 
ftc?ft«.«d: 
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but  thif  did  not  change  the  nalare  of  the 
mpplication,  which  was  like  can? easing  for 
iDOBey«  and  a  precedent  for  tracking  the 
patfonagje  of  the  Go? ernment  for  the  pa* 
tronage  of  the  Company.    Such  a  grant 
was  pecoliarly  inappropriate  at  a  time 
when  th^  right  hon.  gentleman  connected 
with  the  Board  of  Control  (Mr.  Wallace)! 
was  passing  a  Bill  through  the  House  to 
preTent  the  .Company  from  granting  an- 
nuities to  the  widows  and  chidren  of  their 
own  officers  and  serTants. .  It  was  only 
two  or .  three  sessions  ago  since  the  Com- 
pany came  to  Parliament  to  beg  a  loan, 
and  got  two  millions  and  a  half  adf anced 
to  them ;  and  it  was  admitted  by  those 
who  took  the  part  of  the  Company,  that 
the  latter  had  by  this  means  got  a  balance 
of  900,000/.  in  their  faf our;  and  the  very 
nest  year  the  ministers  go  to  the  same 
Company  whom  they  bad  been  obliged 
to  bolster,  iip,  and    ask    them    to.  gite 
20,000/.  to  one  of  their  friends,  at  the 
Tery  time  when  they  were  onable  to  re- 
ward their  own  servants.     On  the  whole, 
considering  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  grant  had  been  made,  it  was  a  subject 
which  called  loudly  for  an  expression  of 
the  opinion  of  Parliament,  as  a  job  which 
was.  corrupt  in  its  conception,  and  mis- 
chievous ip  its  effects.    He  should  there- 
fore propose  certain  resolutions  of  censure 
on  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Control. 
The  noble  lord  then  moved,  "  That  the 
copy  of  minutes  of  the  Court  of  Directors 
of  the  East  India  Company  upon  the  re- 
ference made  to  them  by  the  general 
Court  of  Proprietors  on  the  9th  of  June 
181V  to  consider  that  part  of  the  Letter 
from  lord  Buckinghamshire  which  relates 
to  the  pension  heretofore  granted  to  the 
.late  lord  Melville,  might  be  read ;"  and 
.the  same  being  read,  the  noble  lord  next 
moved, 

*'  That,  in  transmitting  the  said  Letter 
to  the  chairman  of  the  £ast  India  Com- 
.pany,  the  president  of  the  Board  of  Com- 
.missioners  for  the  affairs  of   India  has 
acted  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Acts 
.24  Geo.  3,  st.  2,  c.  25,  and  $3  Geo.  3,  c. 
,52,  by  which  the  said  Board  ^was  esta- 
blished and  regulated,  inasmuch  as  he  has 
.thereby  originated  a  grant.of  money  out 
jpf  the  revenues  of  the  Company : 

"  That  this  House  cannot  but  view  with 
.extreme  jealousy  and  apprehension  the 
encouragement  to  a  lavish,  expenditure  of 
the  resources  of  the  Company,  which  has 
been  thus  given  by  the  first  commissioner 
of  that  very  department  whose  peculiar 


duty  it  is  to  check  and  control  aocb  ex- 
penditure : 

*'  That  the  conduct  of  the  earl  of  Buck- 
inghamshire, as  president  of  the  Boaitl  of* 
Control,  in  suggesting  a  grant  of  money  by 
the  East  India  Company,  on  the  ground 
of  services  performed  by  a  former  presi* 
dent  of  the  said  Board,  tends  to  introduce 
a  system  of  intercourse  between  the  said 
Board  of  Control  and  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, contrary  to  the  intent  with  which 
the  said  Board  was  established,  and  highly 
prejudicial  to  the  public  interest.'' 

Mr.  IVallace  said,  he  gave  the  noble 
lord  full  credit  for  the  motives  of  public 
duty  which  had  induced  him  to  bring  tbe 
present  subject  under  the  consideration  of 
the  House^  and  he  trusted  that  he  wouM 
do  him  the  same  justice  in  believing  that, 
taking  a  totally  different  view  of  tbe 
whole  question,  he  felt  it  with  equal  sin- 
cerity a  duty  to  resist  it;  that  he  did  so 
because  be  did  not  think  the  character  be 
bad  given  of  the  letter  of  the  president  ef 
the  Board  of  Control  was  fairly  attribu- 
able  to  it,  or  that  by  writing  it  that  noble 
person  had  done  what  was  either  inconsis- 
tent with  his  duty,  with  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, or  with  the  acknowledged  rights  of 
the  East  India  Company  ;  that  he  still  en- 
tertained tbe  same  opinion  of  tbe  letter 
in  question  he  bad  repeatedly  given,  th»t 
it  was  in  its  nature  and  character  a  private 
one ;  but  supposing  it  to  be  otherwise, 
and  to  have  possessed  any  circumstance 
which  the  law  required  in  the  official 
communication  between  the  Board  of 
Control  and  the  East  India  Company,  be 
had  yet  to  learn,  that  it  constituted  a 
violation  either  of  tbe  letter  or  spirit  of 
tbe  Act  of  Parliament.  > 

It  was  contended,  that  the  Board,  of 
Control  were  precluded  from  originating 
grants  of  money.  If  it  was  ^  meant  that 
they  were  precluded  from  giving  officially 
directions  for  any  granta  of  money  of  any 
description,  be  perfectly  agreed  in  it ;  and 
tbouffb  the  words  of  the  Act  applied 
strictly  only  to  theiunds  in  India,  he  ad- 
mitted that  the  principle  of  the  provision 
went  generally  to  the  protection  of  tbe 
funds  of  the  Company,  and  tbe  restriction 
might,  tjierefore,  be  fairly  argued  to  com- 
prehend their  fuuds  both  abroad  and  at 
»home.  But  it  by  no  means  followed,  from 
the  Board  being  precluded  from  directing 
by  its  authority  a  grant  of  money,  it  was 
necessarily  precluded  from  suggesting 
the  propnety  of  making  one  as  a  matter 
of  consideration  to  the  Eut  India  Coio- 


'9tT\  the  fSnmi  to  Lord  Mdvittt. 

pany.      What   was  the  nature    of   the 
resiriction  on  the  subject  ?     It  was  this : 

'Parliament  having  g(>en  to  the  commis- 
ffioners  for  the  Affairs  of  India  the  roost 

.  extensive  powers  over  the  whole  of  the 

*  civil  aifd  tnilitary  affairs  and  revenoe  of 
the  Compahy— »to  call  for,  to  alter,  to  ori* 
ginate dispatches  concerning  them,— makes 
the  exception,  amongst  some  others,  of 
grants  of  money,  and  provides,  that  under 
no  circumstances  they  are  to  give  direc- 
tions on  this  subject,  whatever  they  may 
do  on  others,  independent  of  the  concur* 

'  rence  of  the  East  India  Company.  Many 
are-  deceived  by  the  name  which  is  in 
lamiNir  language  given  to  the  cotnmts- 
aioners  for  the  Af&irs  of  India,  of  the 
Board  of  Control,  and  suppose  that  its 
province  is  confined  to  checking  and  con> 
troHing  the  acu  of  the  Company;  but 
their  powers,  as  described  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, are  those  of  superintendence,  direc- 
tion, and  control ;  and  in  prohibiting  an 
autborttative  direction  for  a  grant  of  mo- 
ne^,  it  did  all  that  it  meant  to  do ;  it  re- 
quired, that  as  on  one  hand  the  Company 
were  restrained  from  burthening  iheir 
funds  by  grams  without  the  approbation 
of  the  Board  of  Control,  so  on  the  other 
the  Board  of  Control  should  not  impose 
any  burthen  on  them  without  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Company.  This,  with  the 
responsibility  of  the  Board  for  its  appro- 
bation, was  the  security  intended  to  be 
tak<>n  against  improvident  applications  of 
the  Company's  funds;  and  this,  by  the 
words  of  the  Act,  is  effectually  obtained. 
If,  then,  soperintendance  and  direction 
are  a  part  of  the  duties  of  the  Board,  with 
powers  the  most  extensive  attached  to 
them,  it  would  be  difficult  to  maintain 
that  they  were  precluded  firom  offering 
auggestion  or  'advice  on  any  subjects 
which  may  affect  the  interests  of  the  Com- 
pany; although,  for  especial  reasons,  on 
particular'  ones  they  may  want  the  power 
of  enforcing  obedience. 

The  motion  of  the  noble  lord  spoke  of 
'  originating'  a  grant  of  money  as  being 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment. For  his  part,  he  knew  not  how  to 
collect  the  spirit  of  an  Act  but  from  the 
Words  of  it— nor  when  the  words  were 
clear,  did  he  see  any  reason  for  referring 
to  any  supposed  spirit  of  an  Act  to  explain 
them.  In  the  words  he  saw  a  precise  de- 
scription of  what  powers  the  Board  of 
Control  were  and  ^ere  not  to  exercise ; 
«id  if  that  which  it  prohibited,  was  not 

'  4lone,  he  did  not  know  how  the  law  was 
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violate!l.  He  hardly  understood  what  waa 
meant  by  *  originating.'— If  the  sub- 
mitting a  matter  to  the  consideration  of 
the  East  India  Company,  against  that  there 
was  no  inhibition ;  if  to  take  any  effective 
step  towards  making  the  grant,  as  is  done 
by  a  motion  in  the  House,  that  had  oot 
been  done.  So  far,  however,  from  being 
precluded  from  making  suggestions  to  the 
Company,  he  was  satisfied  it  was  a  part 
of  his  duty,  nay,  that  he  was  bound  to  do 
it  by  his  oath,  in  any  case  in  which  he 
deemed  it  for  the  advantage  of  their  af- 
fairs. The  oath  of  office  was, « to  give  the 
best  advice  for  the'  &c.;  and  on  the  sub- 
ject of  grants  of  money  as  well  as. all 
others,  that  advice  the  commissioners 
were  bound  to  give  whenever  they  con* 
scientiously  believed  it  to  be  expedient.— » 
Could  it  be  contended,  that  in  the  case  of 
meritorious  service  being  passed  by  with- 
put  notice,— as  for  instance,  that  of  the  la- 
mented general  Gillespie  at  Vellore,  where 
by  his  promptitude,  energy,  and  courage, 
he  subdued  a  mutiny  which  threatened 
the  very  existence  of  our  Government,—- 
that  if  his  service  had  not  been  adequately 
acknowledged,  the  Board  of  Control  would 
not  have  neglected  its  duty  in  dot  calling 
to  them  the  attention  of  the  Company  ? 

The  Act  conveyed  general  powers  with 
certain  exceptions~-was  this  among  the 
exceptions  ?  If  it  was,  he  desired  to  see 
it;  if  not,  he  called  upon  the  House  not 
to  suffer  what  was  called  the  spirit  of  the 
Act,  which  each  man  might  understand 
differently,  to  be  set  up  against  the  letter 
of  it.  Under  this  practice  no  public  ser- 
vant would  be  safe  in  the  performance  of 
his  duty.  He  might  suppose  that,  attend- 
ing to  the  prescriptions  of  law,  he  was 
safe,  and  he  might  be  safe  against  legal 
prosecution  ;  but  was  be  safe,  if,  by  some 
fanciful  interpretation  of  the  noble  lord  or 
any  other  individaal,  of  the  spiritof  the  law, 
he  was  liable  to  be  exposed  to  what,  both 
to  his  interests,  his  character,  and  his- feel- 
ings, was  not  less  grievous  than  the  conse- 
quences of  any  legal  proceeding— the 
censure  and  animadversion  of  the  House' 
of  Commons'?  There  was  nothing  of 
which  the  House  was  more  justly  jealous 
than  the  exclusive  right  of  originating 
graats  of  public  money ;  but  the  n^ost 
jealous  patriot  never  imagined  the  rights 
of  the  House  were  invaded  by  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Crown.  The  Crown 
was  restrained  in  its  power  of  making 
grants  beyond  a  specified  amount ;  but 
was  it  contrary  to  this  salutary  prorision^ 
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^that  ibe  Crown  iheald  «iig§tit  to  Parli*- 
meniUie  espadieocy  of  4nakiog  them  in 
idiaihiguiftMcl  iustancas  of  fiDblic  merit  r 
Tli^  ninitters  wisre  reapDmiible  for  the 
«Beoiiiiiiendalton,  the  Board  af  Coatrol 
Mi««0  Ae  aaine  for4be  adirice  itjgave  to  the 
East  India  Coipfiaay;  and  at  ^ell  might 
-the  noble  lord  propose  to  impe^eh  the 
ministers  tfor  the  recommendtflroas  of  the 
<kown  :ai  infruiging  the  rights  of  the 
tHottse  of  Commons,  as  cenaure  the  Hoard 
•of  C!onirol  for  aimilar  recommendations 
to  the  jEast  India  Company.  The  pro- 
action  is  an  hoth  caaea  the  same.  If  the 
•reoommeadatioB  originaiiBs  a  grant  in  one 
>ease^  k  ifoes  the  same  in  tbe  other.  But, 
m  ittsit  at  "did  ao  in  nailber  ;  aa  it  had  no 
|iovor»  ao  efficacy  towarda  tbe  granti  b«t 
4h«t^b»Gh  4he  body  to  wibom  it  wms  ad- 
idressed  thooght  proper  voluntarily  to  as- 
'•ign  to  ft.  This  woold  'be  the  case  in 
•mspect  to  M  official  rocommeodatioAy  if 
tmdk  had  talBen  place.  B«t  woauch  thing 
losd,  hi  fwint  ef  fact»  occarred.  Tbe 
kMer  wanted  every  circomstance  that 
<«oald  render  it  tm  official  or  pablic  com- 
fnmMcalaan.  They  had  ciow  tl»  real 
hjsiory  of  the  ietaer  «nd  its  origin ;  which, 
on  a  -former  diacassioBf  they  were  not 
posseaaed  of.  It  was  stated  in  Mr.  Thorn- 
ton's speech  at  the  India  Hoose,  on  the 
0th  of  June  1814,  and  it  appeared  that 
the  chairman  and  deputy  chah'man  baring 
been  pressed  upon  the  subject  of  the  ex- 
piring pensions  after  the  renewal  of  the 
charter,  thought  it  right  to  ascertain 
the  seatimenu  of  tbe  Board  of  Control 
in  reference  to  them,  before  i^ny  step  was 
was  taken,  as  the  effect  of  any  resolution 
of  the  directors  or  proprietors  most  de- 
pend ultimately  on  the  opinion  of  the 
commissioners.  They  therefore  in  con- 
versation with  the  president  df  the  Board 
of  Control  asked  his  opinion,  which  he 
fare;  and  afterwards,  at  their  desire,  and 
for  the  eventual  satisfaction  of  the  Court 
of  Directors  when  the  subject  should 
come  under  their  consideration^  reduced 
it  to  writing.  Such  is  the  history  of  this 
formidable  epistle— this  dangerous  inva- 
sion of  the  rights  of  the  India  Company;— 
it  was  not  even  a  voluntary  act  on  the 
part  of  the  presidents-it  was  a  mere  ac- 
quiescence in  the  wishes  of  the  chairman, 
and  expressly  for  the  satiafoction  of  the 
Coort  of  Diroetors  themselves— written 
without  a  view  to  influence,  and  which,  in 
hctp  never  did  produce  the  smallest  tn- 
flaence  on  the  minds  of  those  for  whose 
eonrenienco  h  was  written.    If  there  wat 
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offisnce  in  this,  it  was  more  in  the  chair- 
•mail  who  aolicited  the  letter,  than  in  lord 
Bockinghamahire  who  complied  with  Ms 
request; — but  offence  there  could  be  none, 
it  was  the  mere  minute  of  %  private  con- 
versation, which  waa  no  more  an  object  of 
censure  than  the  x:onversation  itself  j  and 
it  would  be  difficult  to  prove  that  a  ccm* 
fidential  communication  between  the  pre« 
«ident  of  the  Board  of  Control^  and  the 
ohainnanof  the  East-India  Company,  waa 
exceptionable  on  any  subfeot  relating  ^ 
the  ^affiiirs  of  the  Compai^,  on  which  « 
discretion  was  to  be  exerdsedi— in  wbiclt 
a  oonourrence  between  tbe  authorities  was 
indispensable,  and  in  which,  besides,  tbe 
pvesident  himself  was  personally  inte- 
rested, and  on  which,  if  it  was  not  nbse* 
lutely  essential,  itwas«t  least  oonvenient 
for  the  Company  previoiusly  to  collect 
what  opinion  tlie  Board  of  Ceotrol  was 
likely  to  ontertain.— Was  there,  then,  the 
smalleM  ground  for  suspecting  H  wish  on 
tbe  part  of  tbe  .president  of  the  Board  of 
Control  %o  ossume  an  authority  that  did 
not  helOYig  to  him,  even  if  hia  conduct  on 
this  occasion  was  without  precedent,  wMe 
precedents  of  similar  recoBMnendations 
offiired  themselves  i  In  a  variety  of  itt« 
stances  tbe  same  bad  been  done  by  auc- 
cestive  presidents  of  the  Board  of  Control, 
and  particularly  in  the  instance  of  lord 
Buckinghamshire's  own  pension,  by  the 
late  lord  Melville :— -this  instance  appeared 
to  afford  the  best  comment  on  the  intten* 
tion  of  the  Act,  as  it  was  impossible^  if 
such  recommendations  were  intended  to 
be  prohibited,  the  author  ond  prodocef  of 
the  Act  himself  could  have  violated  it  by 
transmitting  them.  - 

The  noble  lord  had  dwelt  on  the  danger 
of  such  a  proceeding)  what  the  amount  of 
the  danger  was,  might  be  estimated  by 
the  effect  produced.  What  was  that  ef- 
fect ?  Was  the  annunciation  of  the  pleasnre 
of  the  president  of  the  Board  followed  by 
by  a  ready  recommendation  of  the  grant 
in  4|uestiOH  on  the  part  of  the  directors  ?— 
far  from  it*->it  fell  a  dead  letter,  without 
receiving,  as  it  should  appear,  the  smallest 
notice-««it  poseessecf  no  legal  authority, 
and  none  would  they  give  to  it— ^when  the 
other  pensions  were  recomlonended  by 
them,  on  that  of  lord  Melville  they  were 
studiously  lilent,  and  even  when  agsrin 
referred  to  them  for  an  opinion  by  the 
vote  of  the  proprietors,  fhey  deliberately 
rafosed  to  pronounce  one*  Stvrh  #as 
the  result  of  this  dangeroas  and  oiiconssi- 
tiitiotttl  invasion  of  the  rigbU  of  the 
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India  Coitt|Mny.  If  ef«f  ibive  «?••  w 
act  lo  which  ibis  character  latt  bcloa^ed 
thao  to  aoother,  if  evar  thero  was*  a  cata 
that  had  by  its.  orkau,  inlentioiii  aad  ef* 
fectfy  oBora  reaciiea  itialf,;  than  anolhar» 
from  the  charge  of  imvrarraoted  aatonp* 
lion  or  dangerous  prataoaion*  it  saaoaad  to 
him  that  thie  was  the  very  one. be  sbonid 
saiect.-— Bot  why  was  this  grans  ohasen 
in.  particular?  If  there  was  any  thing  on* 
censtitational  in  delrvering  an  opiwon^it 
appiied  as  moch  to  the  case  of  lordAVei* 
lesley's  pension,  as  the  grant  made  to  lord 
MeiviUe« 

CoBiending»  then»  aa  he  did»  thai  a.  re* 
commendatioa  of  a  grant  of  moneys  was 
neither  a  transgression  of  the  law,  nor  t»» 
coMislent  wilh  the  dnty^of  •  the  pcesidenl 
of  }the  Board  of  ContreU-*he>adautted  that 
fos  »stt<h  aircfiomoMndation  be  was  respon* 
sible,  and  an  improper  one  woeld  aflford  « 
fair  sttbject  for  the: animadversion  of  the 
House ;— he  adONltcd,  toe^  that  pnmmfim§ 
the  recottimendation  of  a  grant  to  acel- 
leegae  in  the  government,  whether  a 
predecessor  in  oflioe/  or  otherwise,  was 
ol^yectionahle^  and  thai  special  groastde 
most  he  addaced.  to.  warrant  it.  On  the 
other  hand,  beenpecied'  ta  have*itjcon» 
ceded  to  -him,  that  if  a  •  ma»<  stood  >i|fr  a 
siination  which  rendered  himia jostohjeet 
oi  thaiiherality  .of  »the  Company,  inde* 
pendenl  of' any,  personal  preteneiene'of 
hitiOwsi;  the  circomstanee  of  his^being^ai 
minktei  eught  net  to  deprvrehim  of  the< 
benefit  of  it.-  Nothing  weald. 'be  more' 
an^inatf  thao>4het«  man  whoseclaims  were 
derived  from  the.  seeviccs  of  his  father,  if 
ia^«  I  private. eitnationy  sboakl  have  <thaee 
claioMirecommtnded.and  allowed  leilheel 
ok(iectidn,  while  if  he  happened  to  have 
merits  of  his  own,  whii>h'had  placed -biro' 
in  an  exalted  station  in  theceenoilsof^his 
country,  they  were  aU'to  be.  disputed* 
He  id  id  not  urge  -  lord  MeMIIe's  situation 
aa«B  ground  of  preiensien  ^  bot*  he  con« 
tended  against .  the  injustice  of  its  being 
deemed  a  disqnalifieation  and  forfefiiipe  «f 
othen  pastclaims.  Lord- Melville's  station 
and  peraonal  circnmstances  were  'nothing 
in  ibe.  question,  except  as  faras^  they 
might  .have  an  effect  in  giving  a  direction 
to  the  species  of.  acknowledgment,  if  any 
w«s  thooght  due,  for  his  father'e  services, 
that.mightibemost desirable  to  the  family ) 
a^d  Mn  WhUaoe  said,  he  had  always  re* 
greued  ihatihfey  were,  brought  -so  macb 
inlo*nptice» 

He  was'jQrprised'to  hear,  on  a  former 
ooeasioii,'an  obsenratien  from  a  director/ 


thai  he<  had  <  disnppiovedUhe  grant,  be<- 
cause  Lord  Melville  bad  personally  done 
nothing  fee  the  Company/  On  such  an 
argument  he  would  net  throw  away  ao* 
observation  ;  he  was'snre  it  was  unneces* 
saryp— it  went  to  take  away  from  any  manr 
the  inheritaBce  of  bb  father's  meritSi  and* 
from  the  country  the  benefit  of  the  in* 
docement  to  splendid  exertions,  arising' 
from  the  hopes  of  the  efiecu  of  pabiie 
gratitude  extending  themselves  to  the* 
families  of  those  who  had  deserved  well 
of  the  oonntry.  The  Hoose  bad  never 
acted  on  so  narrow  a  principle;  they  had 
ceoferred  their  wel I-  merited  rewards  on  the* 
famiiieeiof  Abevcrombte  and  Nelson^  anA* 
others «  whose  services  had  made  them 
woitby  of  it.  The  India  Company. itself 
bed  done  it  to  the  faouly  of  lord  Com* 
wallisv^  What  had  the  present  levd  Cor»J 
wallis  dene  for  the  Company  ?— Netmerey 
cevtainly,  than  the«  pvesent  lord  Melvilli^j 
And'why  wasone  to  inherit  the  services 
ol'  his  iatberi'  and  not  the^ther  ?«^-But  itr 
was  said,  the  laSe  lord  Melville  was  not 
a  servant  iof  the  But-Indin  Company,  and 
that,  as  a-  servant  of '  the  Crewn  he '  could 
net conslitotionally ' receive  thereward * tf f 
his  services  from  any  quarter  but  the* 
Crown^..  He»  knew  no  law,  he'  knewne 
pimciple  inn  thoi  constitotion,  that  pra** 
scribed  \his  I  Indeed,  it  appeared  in  Mmv 
thatithe  practice  undev  the  constitotion 
directly  centradioted  it-— honours-  and  of^ 
fices  it  waa :  the  prerogative  of  the  Croww 
to. confer  (  but  se  far  frara  that  being ^the^ 
case. with* respect  to  pecnaMpy* reward^* 
the*Crewn>  was  (restrained'' from  grsminf^ 
tham  hot  to  a  ^ery  limited  extent ;  and  iP 
it  was-desirousef  carrying  them '  further,.* 
it: was  by  the.  assistance 'and  aot'ofuhfs^ 
House  elone  it  could- be  done.> 

ItJiad  bien  done  in  repeated  instanceti 
by  the  £ast^ India  Company  to  aerr anlst)f 
the  'Crown^^to  sir  'Sydney  Smith,  to  ge« 
nerehGilleepie,  and  to  lot-d  Nelson«i-«te4he' 
iatler  of  whom,  for  thehattle  of  ilie  'Nfle,* 
they  had  made  a  grant  of  10,000^     W»th> 
respect  t(>the  prt*cedent,  he  coo4d  see  in 
it  no.  danger.     The  >  circumstances  that- 
attended  the*  late    lord    Melviile>i '  cen**^ 
nezionvWttb  the  India. Company's  affairs, 
and  the  services  he  had  rendered,  were  so 
great  and  of  so  peculiar  a  nattfre/  thal< 
they  scarce  could  be  •  expeoted  to  recer 
again,  and  the  acknowledgment  of  them 
cotM  therefore  form  no   precedetit  that* 
could  be  often  insisted  upco^    The  single* 
question  was>  the  valae  of  those  services" 
loi  which  he  had  alkded»    Hownver  greti* 
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fying  it  vi^uld  be  to  hit  feelings  to  enome* 
rate  the  public  services  of  lord  Melville* 
it  was  a  task  to  which  he  was  conscioas  of 
being  so  totally  anequal»  that  \^it  woold 
not  venture  to  attempt  it.  To  lord  Mel- 
▼ille.  indeed,  the  debt  of  gratitude  from 
the  nation  was  great-^but  that  of  the 
£ast*Indta  Company  was  almost  incalcula- 

.  ble.  If  to  have  devoted  the  greatest  por- 
tion of  a  long  political  life  and  the  most 
eminent  talents  to  the  study  of  their  in- 
terests— if  to  have  fought  their  battles 
in  the  hour  of  danger,  against  obloquy 
and  prejudice,  and  successfully  supported 
them'  against  a  powerful  government  re- 
solved on  their  destruction— -if  to  have 
rescued  their  affairs  from  that  chaos  in 
which  they  were  involved,  and  which 
was  the  justification  for  seizing  on  their 
rights  and  violating  their  charter— *if  to 
have  been  the  author  of  that  system  under 
which  their  affairs  had  now  been  adminis- 
tered for  thirty  years,  to  the  sound  princi- 
ples of  which  experience  as  well  as  the  re* 
cent  judgment  of  Parliament  had  borne  the 
most  unequivocal  testimony-— if  under 
that  system  to  have  superintended  their 
affairs  for  seventeen  years  with  unremit- 
ting attention  and  unexampled  success — 
if  under  his  auspices  regularity  was  sub- 
stituted for  confusion,  ajffiuence  for  em- 
barrassment, and  prosperity  for  disorder 
and  distress — if  finding  them  happy  in 
having  with  difficulty   maintained  their 

^  comparatively  limited  dominions  from  the 
attacks  of  the  native  princes,  he  left  them 
the  predominating  power  in  India— if,  by 
his  foresight  and  rigour,  to  have  defeated 
the  invasion  of  Egyp^  avowedly  directed 
against  their  possessions  in  India— if  to 
the  protection  of  their  dominions  from 
without,  he  added  that  earnest  solicitude 
to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  those  dominions,  which  produced 
that  great  measure  which  had  been  justly 
designated  the  Cbarterof  India— which  was 
founded  in  the  highest  principles  of  policy 
and  humanity — by  which  fixing  firmly  the 
hitherto  fluctuating  claims  of  government, 
he  cut  off  the  source  of  all  the  woes  of  India, 
gave  effect  to  the  rights,  and  protected 
the  people  against  extortion  and  suffering, 
and  laid  the  foundation  of  the  general  as 
well  as  individual  happiness  of  that  mighty 
empire-^if  by  such  services,  gratitude 
towards  a  family  can  be  merited,  no  one 
will  contend  that  they  have  not  been 
more  than  merited  by  the  late  lord  Mel- 
ville. These  merits  were  iinanimously 
acknowledgiBdrby  the  directors  in  1801, 


when  the  most  bonourable  expressions  of 
regret  aifd  gratitude  followed  him  into  re- 
tirement—Mr. Wallace  concluded  by  say- 
ing, he  feared  no  precedent  founded  on 
real  public  services,  and  that  he  hoped  this 
grant  might  excite  in  others  similar  zeal 
and  similar  exertions;  and  he  did  not 
think  he  could  form  a  better  wish  for  the 
interests  of  the  Company  or  of  the  public 
as  connected  with  India,  than  that,  there 
might  be  hereafter  many  claims  founded 
upon  services  of  equal  vahie  and  equal 
importance. 

Sir  John  Netvpori  contended,  that  the 
letter  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Control  stated  as  the  ground  of  the  grant  • 
which  he  recommended,  that  the  property 
of  the  late  lord  Melville  was  inadequate 
to  his  debts,  and  that  the  present  lord 
Melville  had  made  himself  responsible  for 
them.  The  question,  therefore,  was  a 
very  different  one  from  that  of  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  the  late  lord  Melville.  It 
was,  whether  a  president  of  a  board  ap- 
pointed by  Parliament  to  control  any  un- 
due and  improper  application  of  money 
ought  to  advise  a  grant  of  money  to  .one 
of  his  own  colleagues,  for  the  sake  of  re- 
lieving him  from  his  father's  debts,  for 
which  he  had  made  himself  responsible. 
The  precedents  quoted  by  the  right  hon» 
gentleman  from  the  records  of.  the  Board 
of  Control,  were  not  applicable  to  the 
present  case— they  were  grants  to  old 
servants  or  their  widows  for  military  ser- 
vices. But  could  he  produce  a  single  in- 
stance of  one  Cabinet  minister  recom- 
mending a  grant  to  another  Cabinet  mi- 
nister from  these  records  ?  What  danger 
could  there  be  in  granting  public  money 
for  naval  and  military  services  ?  It  was 
impossible,  however,  not  to  see  the  danger 
of  making  such  grants  for  services  ren- 
dered by  ministers  either  in  or  out  of 
parliament.  It  was  contended  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  that  it  could  be 
shown  from  the  Act  of  Parliament^  that 
it  was  competent  to  the  president  of  the 
Board  of  Control  to  make  such  a  recom- 
mendation. But  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
ought  to  have  done  more— he  ought  to 
have  not  only  shown  that  it  was  legal, 
but  that  it  was  proper.  The  services  of 
the  lata  lord  Melville  had  been  rendered 
to  the  public  as  a  public  servant,  and  not 
as  a  servant  of  the  East  India  Company  ; 
and  if  it  was  thought  that  those  services 
had  not  been  sufficiently  rewarded,  the 
remuneration  ought  to  have  been  granted 
by  the  House,  at  the  recommendation  of 
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the  Crown*  He  coiitendedj  Uiat  this  re* 
ward  WM  granted  by  the  Company  at  a 
tine  when  they  were  unable  to  pay  the 
•nm  itipQiated  for  to  the  public.  The 
recommendation  had  originated  in  a  pri- 
Tate  con^eraaiion  between  the  President 
of  the  Board  of  Control  and  the  Chairman 
of  the  Court  of  Directors.  When  the 
letter  was  communicated  to  the  Court  of 
Directors,  they  showed  the  sense  in  which 
ihey  viewed  it«  by  passing  to  the  orders 
of  the  day.  The  matter  was  brought 
before  the  proprietors';  and  yet,  com- 
ing with  all  the  recommendation  of  the 
undue  influence  of  the  Crown,  the  ques- 
tion WAS  only  carried  by  a  majority  of 
175,  and  280  proprietors  had  foted  against 
it. 

•  Mr.  WkU&hed  Keene  observed  how  Htile 
our  empire  in  India  depended  on  the  phy- 
sical strength  of  this  country,  indepen- 
dent of  the  more  powerful  force  of  moral 
agency.  This  strength,  the  very  founda- 
tion of  our  authority,  was  owing  in  a  great 
measure  to  the  wise  and  energetic  mea- 
sures pursued  by  the  late  lord  MeWille, 
whom  he  eulogized  as  the  greatest  bene- 
factor of  India.  Considering  him  in  such 
a  light,  he  had  voted  ori^nallyr  as  a  pro- 
prietor, for  the  grant,  and  he  should  now 
oppose  every  motion  that  tended  to  ques- 
tion its  general  policy. 
.  Lord  Archibald  Hamihon  supported  the 
motion,  on  the  ground  of  the  mischievous 
tendency  of  the  recommendation.  In  his 
opinion,  the  letter  bore  every  mark  of 
publicity  that  was  necessary.  It  origi- 
nated from  a  public  office,  was  written  on 
a  public  subject,  and  was  attended  with  all 
the  consequences  and  influence  of  a  public 
communication.  Regarding  it  as  such, 
he  roust  consider  it  the  act  of  a  minister, 
and  censure  it  as  an  improper  exercise  of 
ministerial  discretion.  It  was  said,  that 
the  •  noble  earl  at  the  head  of  the  Board 
merely  gave  his  advice;  but  really  the^d- 
▼ice  of  such  a  personage  to  the  court  of 
proprietors,  was  like  what  they  had  heard 
of  the  advice  of  the  Company  to  an  Indian 
power,  which  would  hardly  be  disobeyed. 
It  was  said,  that  lord  Melville  brought  in 
the  Act  establishing  the  Board  of  Control, 
and  therefore  he  must  have  understood  it : 
but  this  remark  was  peculiarly  unhappy, 
for  it  would  be  recollected  that  the  noble 
lord  did  bring  in  another  bill,  which  either 
he  or  the  House  of  Commons  did  not  un- 
derstand aright. 

'  ^liord    Catilcrtagk    conceived    that  the 
House  were  not  tp  jodge  whether   the 
(VOL.  XXXI.) 
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grant  wu  advisable  or  not ;  that  qoestioa 
should  be  left  for  those  individuals,  whose 
property  was  invoked  by  their  own  deci« 
sion.  He  direlt  with  particular  emphasis 
on  the  opinion  expressed  by  Mr.  Whit* 
shed  Keene,  whose  general  erperienco 
and  large  property  in  the  India  stock* 
entitled  him  to  every  attention  on  the  sub- 
ject. He  contended,  that  the  grant  of 
money,  in  recompense  for  actual  services, 
was  perfectly  consistent  with  the  "  duo 
administration^'  of  the  Company's  money^ 
required  in  the  oath  of  the  commissioners* 
In  this,  both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
Act  of  Parliament  completely  concurred. 
He  contended  that  there  had  been  no  in* 
fraction  of  the  letter  or  the  spirit  of  the  law* 
in  the  correspondence  which  had  taken 
place  between  the  Board  of  Control  and  the 
East-India  House,  such  correspondence  be* 
tween  them  being  indispensably  necessary, 
and  not  more  to  be  complained  of  than 
conferences  between  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament.  The  letter  could  not  be  con* 
sidered  as  official,  whether  in  its  origin  or 
consequences ;  it  arose  from  a  casual  cir* 
cun^stance,  and  was  attended  with  no  re- 
sult, for  the  Court  of  Directors  paid  no  re* 
gard  to  it,  and  the. grant  of  the  money  was 
the  voluntary  act  of  the  Court  of  Pro- 
prietors. Could  it  be  said  that  any  undue 
influence  was  exercised  over  them,  or 
over  the  fourteen  gentlemen  who  sub* 
scribed  the  requisition  ?  As  to  the  favour 
or  aff*ection  which  was  supposed  to  in* 
fluence  the  Board  of  Control  in  contravene 
tion  of  .their  oaths,  he  denied  the  suppo- 
sition, and  considered  it  a  mere  colouring 
thrown  over  the  entire  question.  Tho 
advice  was  given  conscientiously,  and 
perhaps  a  similar  imputation  might  bo 
thrown  on  acts  performed  by  the  right 
hon.  baronet  (sir  J.  Newport)  when  in 
office,  yet  which  were  performed  most 
conscientiously.  He  concluded  by  op- 
posing the  motion.    • 

Sir  J.  A/etcporl  understood  the  speech 
of  the  noble  lord  to  convey  an  insinuation, 
thfit  be,  when  in  office,  might  have  re* 
comm.ended  a  grant  to  some  of  his  friends. 
If  he  meant  any  thing  of  this  sort,  he  had 
better  speak  out. 

Lord  Casdtreagh  had  only  meant  to  say, 
that  the.  right  hon.  baronet  might  have 
been  placed  in  a  situation  in  which  ho 
would  have  been  able  conscientiously  to 
act  as  the  earl  of  Buckinffhamshire  had 
done  with  respect  to  lord  Melville. 

Sir  J.  iVini^por/.— Never  to  give  money 
to  my  colleagues*  ... 

(2C) 
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.  Mr.  H9«6orih  obMriredl,  thai  ibe  leUer 
was  considered  not  as  originating  a  grant 
of  money,  but  as  merely  recommeodatory, 
and  ibat>  on  a  very  particular  reason««- 
tbe  debts  of  ibe  late  lord  Melville  haviog 
fallen  on  the  present.  But  bow  did  tbe 
poble  lord  wbo  wrote  tbat  letter  know  of 
tbe  private  affl|irs  of  lord  Melville?  Was  be 
left  execator  of  ibe  will  ?  was  be  a  trustee 
voder  it»  tbtl  be  sbould  thus  stigmatise 
tbe  dead*  and  pauperise  the  living  ?   He 

Jemarked  on  tbe  depressed  state  of  tbe 
adia  Company's  Bnances,  of  wbicb  he 
drew  a  very  gloomy  picture.  At  the 
time  of  their  coming  to  the  House  for  as- 
sistanpe^  their  paper  was  in  a  very  depre- 
ciated state  in  Bengal,  and  they  were 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  a  very  extraor- 
dinary mode  of  raiding  the  loan,  holding 
tbe  Treasury  opea  for  twelve  months,  to 
receive  money  from  every  quarter.  Serely, 
wben  tbe  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  Com- 
pany were  so  embarrassed,  tbe  President 
of  the  Board  of.  Control  bad  not  paid  a 
^Me  regard  to  their  i«tere<ts,  when  be  re- 
toQ  mended  such  a  grant  It  was  true,  a 
,  mii^onty  of  tbe  proprietors  expressed 
tbffmseUes  in  favour  of  this  grant^-but  it 
WAS  most  extraordinary,  tbat  the  three 
worthy  aldermen  wbo  had  voted  for  it, 
and  who  bad  made  themselves  so  con- 
apicvMHis  on  tbat  occasion,  were  now  pre« 
sent  to  state  their  reasons  for  the  course 
Ibey  had  adopted. 

.  Mr,  W^^Uace  entered  into  a  abort  state- 
spent,  to  prove  that  the  pecuniary  affairs 
of  tbe  Company  were  not  so  deplorable 

SI  the  last  ^aker.bad  described  them  to 
e. 

Mr,  iRlanyalobaeryed»that  itwas  bigbly 
bonoural>le  to  tbe  late  lord  Melville,  tbal 
tbe  subject  bad  been  taken,  up  by  ibe 
Proprietors,  over  whom  it  was  not  likely 
tbat  any  influence>  could  be  exerted,  in- 
atead  of  tbe  Court  of  Directors,  who  might 
have  been  open  to  tbe  suspicion  of  an  im** 
•  ifroper  interference.  He  conceived  the 
Proprietors,  in  coming  to  tbe  vote  they 
bad  done,  at  once  api>k<e  tbe  high  sense 
Ihey  entertained  of  the  services  of  tbe 
late  lord  Melville,  and  paid  a  proper 
tribute  to  tbe  virtues  of  his  son,  who  bad 
undertaken  volnntartly  to  diacbarge  his 
fatber'a  debts*  He  sbould  oppose  the 
motion. 

Mr«  Pomoni^r  said,  ibaft  as  the  present 
question  related  to  tb^  conduct  of  a  noble 
earl  in  tbe  discbarge  of  bis  public  duty, 
be  felt  himself  hound  to  expross  an  opi- 
nion on  it.    He  could  not  tbink  tbat  the 
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courae  adoptqd  .by  tbe  president  of  tber 
Board  of  Control  on  tb4s  occasion,  waa 
correct  or  justifiable.  If  tbe  merits  of  tbe 
late  lord  Melville  were  so  great  as  tbey 
had  been  representedjtt  was  very  stranga 
that  neither  the  Court  of  Directoriw  nor 
I  he  Court  of  Pro|>rietors,  bad  noticed, 
them,  apd,  by  a  spontaneous  and  volun*. 
tary  act,  granted  that  remuneration  for 
past  benefits,  which  had  since  originated 
with  the  Board  of  Control.  It  was  said^ 
that  in  recommending  this  votje«  the  Board 
of  Control  had  committed  no  violation 
either  of  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  Act« 
The  letter  of  tbe  Act  waa  not  invaded ; 
bet,  be  was  by  no  means  aatisfied,  tbat  its 
spirit  was  not  violated.  One  of  the  pro<« 
visions  of  that  Act  went  to  prevent  thn 
Board  of  Control  from  originating  grants 
of  money  ;  another  repdered  it  necessary> 
for  tbe  Company,  where  tbey  made  % 
grant  of  more  than  200/.  a  year,  to  submil 
it  to  tbe  Board  of  Control  for  their  ap* 
probation.  From  this  it  sfipeared,  tbat 
one  of  the  principal  duties  of  tbat  Board 
was,  to  superintend,  and  if  necessary,  to 
correct,  tbe  expenditure  of  money  by  the 
Court  of  Directors.  It  did  appear  lo  him, 
that  tbe  grant  now  in  question  was  nob 
given  for  the  services  of  the  late  lord 
Melt iUe,  but  tbat  it  was  made  for  tlie  con<% 
venience  of  the  present  lord.  If  tbe  met ita 
of  tbe  late  lord  Melville  were  so  great, 
why  was  not  a  grant  agreed  to  in  bis  life-r 
time  ?  It  was  rather  extraordinj^ry  to 
wait  SQ  long  for  the  di^overy  of  thoso 
circumstancee,  beforo  the  Company  fell 
bis  merits  to  be  such  as  to  call  for  tbia 
large  sum.  And  here  be  begged  to  ob* 
serve*  tbat  the  circumatances  of  the  latu 
lord  Mehille  ought  not  to  operate  in>  a 
case  of  tbia  kind.  For  bad  he  been  tho 
tbe  richest  man  in  tbe  community,  bo: 
might  have  performed  those  aervleea 
whicii  called  for  remuneration;  and  it 
would  have  Usen  ec|nally  proper  to  bavo 
offered  tbe  rewiard>  thus  earned*  although 
probably  it  would  not  have  been  accepted. 
It  waa  said,  thai  tbe  letter  of  tbe  nobla 
earl,  in  this  case,  did  not  influence  tbo- 
East  India  Company.  He  knewthe letter 
did  not  contain  any  thing  that  could 
strictly  be  called  matter  of  influence,  as( 
it  respected  tbe  Direoton  or  Proprietors* 
But  could  any  man*  candidly  speaking, 
tbink  tbat  the  suggeation  or  recommen- 
dation of  the  president  of  tba  Board  o{ 
Control,  urging,  as  he  drd,  tbe  Court  oC 
Directors  to  do  something  for  the  late 
lord  Melville's  family^  would  bave  net 
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cffbei?  O^uM  soeb  •  (kcum«nt  be  re* 
ceived,  without  prodttcing  looi^  d«gree  of 
Influence?  h.  wm»  however^  obaerfed, 
ibaithii  leUer  bad  n«M  indueed  iIm  di* 
rectors  le  do  the  eet  raoo«tt«nded«  since 
thai  eci  Of iginated  in  the  Court  of  Pro* 
pfietors.  Thii  waa  perfi^ttly  troe^-th^ 
papers  proted  Ihe  faci.  But  why  did  not 
the  proprietors  perform  this  act»  before 
the  letter  was  sent  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Court  of  Directors?  It  was  coinpeient  for 
4hem  to  have  proceeded  before,  as  well  as 
-after  the  receipt  of  that  letter.  Indeed, 
liad  they  fotcd  thii  sem  of  money  in  the 
#rst  instance/  the  f^rant  would  have  come 
with  a  much  better  grace.  It  woeld  then 
have  appeared  to  have  originated  with 
themselves^  and  not  to  have  arisen  from 
"Obedience  to  the  directions  of  a  higher 
power.  He  felt  a  very  great  personal 
respect  for  tbe  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
the  Board  of  Control*  bat|  in  this  instance, 
his  interference  Was  by  no  means  correct. 
He  was  almost  ihe  last  man  who  oaght  to 
liave  made  such  soggestion  to  tbe  Court 
of  Directors,  The  noble  lord  opposite 
(Castlereagta)  had  argued,  that  there  was 
BO  more  impropriety  in  a  mutual  comma* 
nication  between  the  Board  of  Control 
tind  the  Court  of  Directors,  than  there 
was  in  a  cemmonication  between  the  two 
Houses  of  Parliament.  This  was  a  very 
tmfortuoate  illustration  of  the  noble  lord's 
proposition.  The  different  parts  of  tbe 
constitution  were  independent  of  each 
other ;  and  when  n  communication  took 
place  between  the  two  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, it  was  between  parties  who  were 
equal,  who  were  perfectly  independent. 
But,  in  the  present  instance,  the  comma* 
nication  was  between  two  parties,  one  of 
whom  was  appointed  to  check  and  control 
the  other,  «and  who  must  consequently 
poseess  a  very  considerable  tnflaence. 
The  course  which  had  been  adopted,  re- 
minded him  of  a  story  he  had  read  in 
Gil  Bias:  a  man,  travelling  quietly  along 
^  read,  suddenly  beard  a  ery  of  «<  Charity ! 
for  tbe  love  of  God!''  and  he  saw  lying 
before  hkni  in  the  pathway,  a  hat.  Look- 
ing about  him,  to  discover  from  whom 
this  cry  of  "  Charity"  came,  he  observed 
n  musket  pointed  towards  him,  out  of  a 
neighbouring  hedge.  On  making  this 
dK«cofery>  ho  very  prudently  threw  hts 
noiWT  krio  the  hat,  although  no  person 
bad  fcwM  out  any  direct  threat  to  compel 
bim  to  Ihe  act.  86  it  was  m  the  present 
c^se.    Tbe  Board  of  Control,  no  doubt. 


without  any  idea  of  infiueneing  the  East 
India  Company,  suggest  or  recommend  a 
certain  grant  to  be  made ;  and  the  pro- 
prietors, oeing  charitably  and  kindly  dis- 
posed (thoagh  not  so  unanimously  <s 
might  have  been  expected  on  a  cbaritabfte 
occasion,  there  being  280  against  the  volt, 
and  435  for  it),  in  compliance  with  this 
suggestion  or  recommendation|>  agree  to 
part  tvith  a  very  large  sum* 

Mr.  BtLtkum  obwrved,  that  the  con* 
Ciuding  illustration  of  the  right  hen.  gen- 
tleman was  singularly  unhappy.  In  tbe 
case  he  btd  mentioned,  the  fear  of  pea- 
sonal  danger  operated  on  the  traveller; 
but,  ffocn  the  unbaded  state  of  the  arms 
m^de  use  of  by  the  Board  of  Control,  no 
apprehension  whatever  could  be  enter* 
tained  by  the  Court  o(  Proprietors,  The . 
right  ban.  gentleman  had  asked,  why 
some  step  had  not  been  taken  for  the  re« 
muneratton  of  lord  Melville  during  his 
life?  Tbe  fact  was,  the  Company  had 
granted  him  a  pension,  payable  as  long 
as  their  laie  charter  existed  ;  and  tbe  pre- 
sent was  a  continuation  of  that  grant, 
arising  from  the  embarrassed  states  in 
which  lord  Melville  left  his  afialrs.  ^he 
right  bon..  gentleman  then  defended  the 
propriety  of  the  grant,  which,  he  argued, 
was  no  more  liable  to  objection  tbftn  that 
which  was  coo^red  on  the  present  Ibrd 
CornwalliSi  for  the  services  performed  by 
hit  father  \  and  concluded  by  expressing 
his  hostility  to  the  motion. 

The  House  then  divided ;  when  there 
appeared  i 

For  the  Motion 30 

Against  it  ({0 

Majority ••.••,•---56 

lAst  of  thu  Minorkj/. 

Althorpe,  lord  Martin^  J. 

Barham^  J .  F.  Moore,  P. 

Byng,  G.  Newport,  Sh-  J, 

Benuet.  hon.  U.  G.  Figgott,  sir  A. 

Bolland,  J.  Ponsonby,  rt.  hon.  0, 

Broadhtfrst,  H.  Romilly,  sir  S. 

Chak»ier,B.  Kudsell,  lord  Wm.    ' 

Elliot,  right  hOB.  W.  Sebright,  sir  J. 

FilzgoraS.  M.  Sctidamore,  R.  P^ 

Grattan,  rL  hon.  H,  Stanley,  lord  > 

Hornby,  £,  Tiernev,  right  hn.  G« 

Hammerslev,  H.  Walpole,  hon.  G. 

Howorth,  if.  Western  C.  C. 
Jervois€,G.  P.  tellers. 

tytfelton,  hn.  W.  H.  Lord  Milton. 

Leader,  W.  Lord  A.  Hamilton. 
MarUn,  Hr 
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Westminster  Petition  bespecting 
Peace.]     Sir  Francis  Burden  nM,  he  held 

•in  his  band  a  Petition  from  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  Westoiinster,  which  had 
been  agreed  upon  the  other  day  at  a  very 

•numerous  meeting  held  for  the  purpose. 
The  Petition,  though  concise^  stated  some 

•Tery  considerable  grievances  felt  by  the 
country ;  but  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House*  and  he 

•ibould  therefore  move  that  it  be  brought 
np  and  read  at  the  table. 

The  Speaker.  What  is  the  prayer  of  the 
Petition? 

Sir  F.  Burdeti.  That  peace  may  be 
preserved  is  the  main  prayer  of  it,  but  it 
also  prays  for  a  reform  in  the  Commons 
House  of  Parliament. 

The  Petition  was  then  brought  up,  and 
read  as  follows : 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  in  Parliament  assem- 
bled. 

The  Petition  of  the  Inhabitant  House- 
holders of  the  City  and  Liberties  of 
Westminster; 

*'  Showetb— -That,  should  England  wage 
a  new  war  against  France,  on  the  grounds 
recommended  by  his  Majesty's  Ministers, 
of  interfering  in  the.  French  choice  of  a 
Sovereign,  such  war,  on  the  part  of  Eng- 
land, would  be  flagrantly  unjust. 

"  That  a  determined  rejection  of  peace, 
by. the  insult  of  refusing  to  negociate  with 
.the  Sovereign  on  the  throne  of  France, 
will  not  lessen  the  injustice  of  such  war. 

"  That  cruelly  oppressed  as  the  English 
people  already  are,  by  taxes,  to  the  utmost 
extent  of  human  endurance— taxes  which 
are  daily  adding  to  the  immense  number 
of  our  paupers — to  plunge  our  country, 
under  such  circumstances,  into  a  new 
war,  both  unjust  and  unnecessary,  would 
liave  less  the  appearance  of  an  ordinary 
deficiency  in  wisdom  than  it  would. re- 
•emble  desperation  or  i&sanity. 

">  That,  as  respects  the  welfare  of  our 
country,  your  petitioners  could  not  ac- 
count for  a  policy  so  much  resembling 
madness,  did  they  not  recollect  that  the 
domestic  enemies,  who  have  deprived  the 
natiori  of  its  rightful  representation  in  the 
Le|;islatore,  have  a  perpetual  interest  in 
stirring  up  foreign  war,  whereby  they 
ipay  farther  deprive  the  people  of  their 
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property,  and  in  time  wholly  aqbiTert  the 
constitution. 

.  ''That  evil  counsellors,  .alert  in  the 
adoption  of  unjust  means  to  an '  unjust 
end,  have  already,  by  corrupt  influence, 
obtained  an  unqualified  re-enactment  of 
the  Property-tax*  which  raising  articles 
of  consumption  in  price,  and  diminishing 
the  means  of  payment,  is  a  cause  of  cruel 
privations. 

**  That  such  evil  counsellors  and  their 
abettors,  not  only  act  on  the  iniquitous 
principle  of  taxation  without  representa- 
tion, but  they  in  preference  #dopt>  as  an 
instrument  of  terror  in  upholding  their  un* 
constitutional  power,  that  detested  inquisi- 
torial system,  in  reprobation  of  which,  the 
universal  indignation  of  our  mucb-iojured 
country  was  to  your  honourable  House  so 
lately  made  known.     . 

'*  That  if  any  minister  or  ministers  of 
the  Crown  have  advised,  or  shall  advise, 
an  unjust  and  needless  war  against  France  ; 
or  if  any  such  minister  or  ministers,  by 
unjustifiable  measures^  or  by  insulting  the 
French  Government,  hare  caused  or  shall 
cause  the  overwhelming  calamity  of  such 
a  war  to  become  inevitable,  such  .minister 
or  ministers  ought  to  be  impeached. 

"  Wherefore  your  petitioners  pray,  that 
your  hon.  House  will  not  only  take  into 
its  most  serious  consideration  the  foregoing 
arguments,  but  that  it  will  likewise  afibrd 
the  nation  a  perfect  shield,  and  the  only 
possible  shield. against  any  such  wrongs  in 
future,  by  resorting  to  a  radical  reform, 
which,  shall  completely  identify  taxation 
with  representation,  and  restore  to  us  par- 
liaments of  a  duration  not  exceeding  one 
year,  it  being  most  manifest  that  deprived 
of  these  rights,  the  people  have  no  liberty, 
no  security  for  their  property,  no  protec- 
tion against  being  needlessly  involved  in 
foreign  wars,  or  exposed  to  domestic  per* 
secution  and  oppression/' 

Sir  F.  Burden  next  moted,  "  That  thia 
Petition  do  lie  on  the  table.''        t 

Lord  Casliereagh  moved,  that  the  first 
paragraph  of  the  Petition  be  read  again. 

The  paragraph  leaving  been  read  ac- 
cordingly : . 

Lord  CVui^agA.said  there  was  no  per^ 
son  in  that  House  who  felt  more  deeply 
than  he  did  the  importance  of  that  un- 
doubted privilege,  which  the  people  of 
these  realms  possessed,  of  petitioning  the 
Legislature  against  any  grievances  whicb 
they  sustained ;  nor  was  there  any  one 
who  would  more  anxiously  gn^ra  th^ 
rightful  and  legitimate  es^ercise  of  that 
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prmleffe ;  but  wbe»  it  was  employed  for 
the  sole  porpose  of  offeriDg  an  intoU  to 
the  House,  he  thoogbt  they  woeld  be 
guilty  of  a  dereliction  of  their  duty,  if 
they  absiained  from  marking  their  sense 
of  such  a  proceeding,  by  refusing  that  the 
Petition  should  lie  on  the  table.  He  con* 
sidered>  indeed,  that  this  Petition  was 
studiously  framed  to  secure  its  own  rejec- 
tion ;  and  as  he  apprehended  the  House 
^iivouhi  not  feel  inclined  to  receive  a  pe- 
tition which  reflected  so  grossly  on  them- 
selves, hoping  that  the  principle  upon 
which  he  actmi  would  not  be  misunder- 
stood, he  should  oppose  the  honourable 
baronet's  motion. 

Lord  MiUcm  said,  he  had  never  heard 
any  person  get  up  in  that  House  to  oppose 
the  reception  of  a  petition,  who  did  not 
begin  by  stating  that  he  was  most  anxious 
to  preserve  the  right  of  petitioning  free 
from  violation.  Such  had  been  the  con- 
duct of  the  noble  lord ;  but  he  should  be 
glad  if  the  noble  lord  would  inform  the 
House  what  particular  part  of  the  para* 
graph  it  was  which  would  justify  them, 
in  his  opinion,  in  refusing  the  present  Pe* 
tition**  For  himself,  he  did  not  observe 
any  insulting  words  as  applicable  to  the 
House  of  Commons  collectively ;  and  tbey 
certainly  would  not  be  justified  in  re- 
jecting it  merely  because  it  happened  to 
contain  expressions  offensive  to  persons 
in  other  capacities  than  as  members  of 
that  House. 

Lord  Castlereagh  considered  the  terms 
of  the  Petition  as  utterly  incompatible 
with  a  proper  respect  to  the  House ;  and 
as  illustrative  of  this  opinion,  he  begged 
to  refer  the  noble  lord  to  these  passages : 
•— "  That  evil  counsellors,  alert  in  the 
adoption  of  unjust  means  to  an  unjust  end, 
have  already,  by  a  corrupt,  influence,  ob- 
tained an  unqualified  re-enactment  of  the 
Property* tax.— That  such  evil  counsel- 
lors, and  their  abettors,  not  only  act  on 
the  iniquitous  principle  of  taxation  with- 
out representation,  but  they  in  preference 
adopt,  as  an  instrument  of  terror  in  up- 
holding ^heir  unconstitutional  power,  that 
detested  inquisitorial  system,  in  reproba- 
tion of  which  the  indignation  of  opr  much- 
injured  country  was  to  your  honourable 
House  so  lately  made  known.'*  If  these 
allegations  were  true,  continued  the  noble 
lord,  end  such  as  the  House  was  willing 
to  receive,  it  would .  follow  that  the  par- 
ticular tax  in  question,  and  indeed  all 
taxes  were  imposed  by  an  incompetent 
authority.     He  apprehended  th|B  House, 


and  the  noble  lord,  would  paufte  before 
they  oonsented  to  receive  a  Petition  so 
constructed. 

Lord  MilUm  said,  that  the  part  of  tho 
Petition  which  the  noble  lord  had  read 
was  not  the  same  as  he  bad  before  desired 
to  be  read  by  the  clerk,  and  it  was  to  tho 
latter  that  his  observations  applied. . 

Sir  F.  Burdat  observed,  that  be  wished 
the  noble  lord  could  have  proved  that  the 
people  of  England  were  fairly  represented* 
that  the  majorities  in  that  House  were  not 
corruptly  obtained,  and  that  the  opinion 
entertained  out  ol  doors  was  not  a  correct 
one.  The  opinion  of  the  people,  from  the 
manner  in  which  petitions  were  received 
in  that  House,  was,  that  they  might  as 
well  be  thrown  under  the  table,  as  laid 
upon  it.  He  was  not  sorry,  however,  that 
the  nobte  lord  had  made  his  remarks  upon 
the  petition ;  he  was  not  sorry  that  he  bad 
drawn  the  attention  of  the  House  to  it ; 
nor  should  he  be  sorry  to  appeal  from  the 
judgment  of  that  House  to  the  opinion  of 
the  nation  at  large,  as  to  the  truth  of  its 
averments.  It  would  be  his  duty  at  some 
future  time  to  bring  the  question  of  par-* 
liamentary  reform  under  -the  notice  of  the 
House ;  but  he  would  not  do  it  until  the 
period  arrived  when  he  should  be  sup" 
ported  out  of  doors  in  the  undertaking,  in 
such  a  way  as  would  induce  the  House  to 
hear  of  its  corruptions ;  to  hear  how  seats 
were  obtained  in  it,  and  to  be  told,  that 
they  were  in  fact  any  thing  but  the  repre** 
sentatives  of  the  people  of  England.  In 
the  year  1793  they  did  not  refuse  to  receivo 
a  petition  which  completely  dissected  the 
House;  which  told  who  and  what  noblo 
lords  had  the  presentation  of  seats  in  it ; 
to  that  petition  was  annexed  a  list,  which 
proved  that  17  individuals  returned  74 
members,  and  that  one  way  or  another, 
about  156  returned  absolutely  a  majority 
of  what  was  improperly  called  the  House 
of  Commons.  With  regard  to  petition^ 
however,  he  did  not  know  of  any  right 
which  the  House  could  justly  exercise  as 
to  receiving  or  rejecting  them.  Pe^ 
titioners  to  that  Hquse  were  not  bound  to 
approach  them  cap  in. hand,  on  bended 
knees  and  with  a  beggar's  prayer ;  their 
petitions  were  in  the  nature  of  a  demand* 
He  had  no  doubt,  from  the  experience 
which  be  had  had  of  the  influence  pos-. 
sessed  over  the  House  by  any  one  wh« 
happened  to  sit  on  the  bench  where  tho 
noble  lord  sat,  that  if  the  hdble  lord  re- 
quested them  to  refuse  the  Petition  thejr 
would  do  so ;  but  he  really  saw  no  rea« 
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ion  fbr  it  «itber  in  the  payfer  or  the 
language  of  the  Petition.  At  tbe  same 
time,  he  did  not  apprehend  it  was  of  any 
importance  to  the  people  of  Weetininster^ 
br  any  other  people,  whether  the  Petition 
was.  received  or  not,  from  the  way  in 
which  they  were  usually  thrown  aside. 

Mr.  V^tcy  Fitzgerald  said,  he  presamed 
Ihe  hon;  baronet  had  presented  the  Pe- 
tition merely  for  the  sake  of  delivering 
•uch  a  speech  as  they  had  just  heard ;  for 
be  had  profeised  an  att«r  indifference 
whether  the  House  received  it  or  not. 
The  hon.  baronet  professed  to  see  nothing 
id  the  language  of  tbe  Petition  which  was 
at  all  disrespectful  to  the  House ;  he  (Mr. 
Fitxgerald)  was  not  surprised  to  hear  him 
say  so,  because  it  was  perfectly  coniistent 
with  tbe  new  constitutional  principles 
which  be  bad  avowed,  that  the  petitions 
of  the  people  were  to  be  considered  as 
demands,  and  not  as  requests  made  to  the 
Legislature.  With  regard  to  tbe  Petition 
of  1793  he  did  not  pretend  to  know  what 
might  be  the  opinion  of  Parliament  re« 
apecttng  it  at  the  time ;  but  tbe  very  state- 
nent  of  the  hon.  baronet,  that  it  was  re« 
ceived,  proved  that  no  petition  would  be 
rejected,  whatever  might  be  its  sentiments 
as  to  the  necessity  of  reform,  provided  it 
was  couched  in  such  language  as  was  diie 
to  the  character  and  dignity  of  the  House. 
He  thought  the  two  passages  which  had 
Ireen  read  from  the  Petition  by  his  noble 
friend,  were  of  a  character  which  would 
amply  justify  the  House  in  refusing  to  re- 
ceive it,  unless  they  were  prepared  to  ad- 
mit that  they  had  been  induced,  by  the 
corrupt  influence  of  corrupt  ministers,  to 
ne*eoact  tbe  Property-tax. 

Lord  MUton  explained.-— He  had  re- 
ferred only  to  that  part  of  the  Petition 
which  had  been  lirst  read  ;  and  could  not 
aay  whether  it  might  not  contain  other 
paru  which  even  he  might  think  ebjec- 
tionable. 

The  question  being  put,  that  tbe  said 
Petition  do  lie  upon  the  table,  it  passed  in 
the  negative. 

AODBBSa    OH     THE     PriWCE     RsoBHT's 

Mbssagb  belatitb  to  Frakcb.)  Tbe 
order  of  the  day  for  taking  into  conside- 
ration the  Prince  Regent's  Message  of 
Monday  last,  having  been  read,  the  Speaker 
lead  the  said  Message  accordingij.  After 
which. 

Lord  CoMi^erta^  said,  that  ia  rising  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  tbe 
gtaciotts  Message  of  hia  liojrat  Highness 
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the  Prince  Regent,  and  to  submit  to  theip 
consideration  the  propositions  growing  oos 
of  that  Message,  which  to  bim  appeared 
indispensable  to  the  interests  of  the  coantr]^ 
and  to  tbe  security  of  Europe,  he  was 
persuaded  that  it  was  not  necessary  for 
him  to  assure  any  one.  who  beard  him  of 
the  deep  and  awful  sense  which  he  enters 
tartained  of  the  doty  that  thus  devolved 
upon  him.     If  he  should  not  enter  into 
any  extended  argument  on  certain  parts 
of  this  subject,  in  order  to  persuade  the 
House  of  the  expediency  of  the  measures 
which  ministers  bad  thought  it  tbeir  duty 
to  advise  the  Crown  to  adopt,  the  Houstf 
would  feel  that  it  was  because  he  was 
aware  that  tbe  question  before  Uiem  was 
not  altogether  new-^because  he  was  aware 
that,  during  the  long  struggle  in  which 
this  country  had  recently  been  engaged,  ^ 
during  the  succession  of  dangers  which  it 
bad  happily  escsped,  I^rliament  had  ob** 
tained  the  means  of  ample  information 
and  of  forming  the  most  correct  judgment 
on  the  points  in  question.    He,  however, 
trusted  that  if,  in  the  course  of  the  dis- 
cussion, any  thing  should   be  advanced 
which  might  render  explanation  nec«s>« 
sary,  the  House  would  allow  him  tbe  in* 
dutgence  usual  at  the  close  of  a  debate  ia 
that  respect.    He  repeated,  that  however 
importsnt  the  decision  certainly  was  to 
which  he  shoeld  call  upon  the  House  to 
come,  yet  that|  stripped  of  all  extraneous 
circumstances,  stripped  of  all  tbe  oonsi^ 
derations  which  oaght  to  form  no  part  of 
their  deliberations  on  that  night,  it  waa 
one    on  which    they  might    pronounce, 
without  hesitation,  a  judgment  founded 
on  the  experience  of  many  years. 

The  first  topic  on  which  he  shouM 
touch,  and  which  he  wished  to  sepaiate- 
from  the*  discoiiion  of  that  night,  waa 
connected  with  the  observation  made  by 
an  hon.  gentleman  on  a  recent  occasion, 
namely,  that  6f  tbe  great  Powers  confe* 
derated  in  this  momentoos  contest,  Aus- 
tria,  not  having  yet  come  to  a  conclusive 
form  of  engagement,  cookl  not  technically 
be  deemed  one.  The  objection,  at  tbe 
time  that  it  waa  made,  waa  not  fairly 
founded ;  hot  be  was  happy  to  be  ena« 
bled  to  remove  it  altogether,  and  to  in- 
form the  House,  that  he  had  that  morning 
exchanged  with  tbe  ambassador  of  iba 
emperor  of  Austria  the  ratification  of  tha 
Treaty  of  the  2»th  of  March.  That  in- 
strument, therefore,  was  complete,  and 
had  received  the  final  ooncorrenee  of  all 
the  partiee  who  were  eoncemtd  in  it^- 
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Perhaps  ibe  Hooit  w«»ld  p«rait  him  ta 
lead  tba  note  coitiniooicawd  lo  him  od 
Uie  pari  of  the  Auatriao  OoTerumeot,  to 
which  iha  explanation  of  the  Brititb  Go* 
vtrninent  of  the  Hih  Article  of  the  Treaty 
was  accepted  by  his  Imperial  Majesty. 
This  document  was  signed  by  Prince 
Mettemicb*  the  Aostriaa  minister  for 
foreign  al&ink  It  was  as  foliotrs:— 
^  The  oodertign^d  minister  of  bis  Impe* 
rial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Austria* 
having  informed  his  august  roaster  of  the 
oommunication  made  to  him  by  .lord 
Casilereagh  respecting  the  itth  Article  of 
the  Treaty  of  the  25th  of  March,  has  re* 
ceived  his  Majesty's  orders  to  siate»  that 
the  interpretation  put  upon  that  Article 
by  the  British  Gorernment  n  entirely 
cenformable  lo  the  principle  by  which 
his  Imperial  Majesty  proposes  to  regulate 
his  policy  during  the  present  war.  The 
£mperor,  although  irrevocably  deter- 
mined  to  direct  all  bis  efforts  against 
Napoleon  Buonaparte*  in  pursuance  of 
the  Treaty  of  concert  concluded  with  his 
Allies,  is  nevertheless  convinced  that  it  is 
a  doty  which  be  owes  to  bis  subjects,  as 
well  as  to  the  principle  of  the  confederacy 
itself,. not  to  prosecute  the  war  for  the 
purpose  of  imposing  any  particular  go- 
vernment on  the  people  of  France.  What- 
ever may  be  his  wishes  to  see  bis  Christian 
Majesty  re*establiabed  on  the  throae»  and 
solicitous  as  be  may  be  to  contribute  with 
bis  Allies  to  the  attainment  of  that  desir- 
able object*  bis  Imperial  Majesty  thinks  it 
right,  tbereforoi  to  announce  by  this  de- 
claration* that  be  perfectly  concurs  in  the 
explanation  transmitted  by  the  British 
Government  on  the  exchange  of  the  rati- 
fication of  the  Treaty,  which  explanation 
the  undersigned  is*  on  bis  Majesty'*  part* 
folly  authoriaed  to  accept/'  (Hear* 
bear !  ]  So  much  for  the  objection  founded 
on  the  supposed  beailation  of  the  Auatrian 
Government. 

.  There  was  another  point  to  which  he 
wished  in  this  place  to  advert.  The  boa. 
gentleinan*  on  the  occasion  to  which  he 
had  alluded,  seemed  to  suppose*  that  jt  lay 
on  the  House  to  pronounce  a  delibevate 
judgment  upon  the  various  topics  coo^ 
nected  with;  and  on  the  various  stipula- 
tions contained  in  the  treaties  themselves ; 
and  that  it  would  not  be  consistent  with 
the  cc^orse  of  parliamentary  usage*  to  con- 
sider any  part  of  the  question  until  the 
Uoose  were  placed  in  such  a  situation  as 
to  he  enabled  to  form  a  conclusive  opinion 
on  every  part  of  it.    With  respect  id  the 


time  an  wbiob  Messages  from  the  Crowa 
ought  to  be  taken  into  consideration*  ho 
apprehended  the  practice  of  the  House  to 
lutve  been  invarifibly  this— that  in  casea 
even  of  the  gravest  and  most  complicated 
nature*  those  messages  were  considered  at 
the  earliest  possible  period«-H>n  the  very 
next  day  if  they  did  not  require  to  be 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  Supply,  in 
order  to  express  to  the  Crown  the'opioioa 
of  Parliament  upon  them.  The  hon.  gen* 
tleman  might  be  referred  to  a  hundred 
instancea  <»  this  kind  from  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne  to  the  present  period,  in 
which  Parliament,  without  entering  into, 
particular  discussions,  bad  carried  to  the 
throne  a  general  declaration  of  support. 
With  respect  to  the  case  of  Holland  in 
ITQ^*  which  had  been  referred  to  by  % 
right  hon.  gentleman,  the  Meuage  bad 
been  brought  down  on  Monday*  and  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Committee  of  Supply  oa 
Wednesdev*  in  which  the  required  sub* 
sidles  bad  been  voted.  In  doing  this»  tho^ 
House  were  not  considered  to  be  pro- 
nouncing an  absolute  judgment  on  tb» 
Treaty  which  had  at  that  period  beeit 
concluded;  but  merely  giving  an  assu* 
ranee  to  the  Crown  on  the  general  poiota 
of  its  policy.  During  tbe  whole  of  the 
last  war  the  Messages  from  tbe  Crown 
were  taken  into  consideration  on  tbe  day 
after  their  delivery,  and  the  opinion  of 
the  House  expresaed  on  tlie  general  pro- 
position. .Nothing  could  be  more  untrue 
(in  tbe  parliamentary  sense  of  the  word), 
than  that  in  replying  to  a  Message  from 
tbe  Crown*  communicating  a  Treaty*  the 
House  was  expected  to  take  all  tbe  parts 
of  tbe  Treaty  into  consideration*  and  to 
pronounce  a  definitive'  judgment  on  its 
details.  Nothing*  indeed*  was  so  common, 
as  the  presentation  to  the  House  of  a 
Treaty*  on  which  no  pacliaraentary  pro- 
ceeding followed*  The  Treaty  by  which 
tbe  peace  of  Amiens  was  coDclude<i,  aif« 
forded  an  instance  of  that  nature.  No- 
thing would  be  more  unwise  than  that 
Parliament  should  give  a  complete  opi- 
nion ^on  any  measure  of  national  import- 
ance* without  being  in  possession  of  the 
extent  of  the  measures  intended  to  br 
pursued  by  Government ;  but  this  consi- 
deration by  no  meana  precluded  th^m 
fr^m  assuring  the  Crown  of  tlieir  support 
with  reference  to  the  ganeral  policy  of 
of  that  measure*  allbongh  all  the  arrange- 
memq  connected  with  it  had  not  been 
considered. 
Th«  noble  Inrd  said«  ht  stated'  tbia  ibm. 
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more  emphatically,  because  he  wished  it 
to  be  diitinctly  understood,  that  the  vote 
which  he  should  have  the  honour  to  pro* 
pose  that  night,  would  by  no  means  in- 
▼oWe  any  decision  on  the  merits  of  the 
Treaty  of  the  25th  of  March.    It  was  a 
distinct  and   different  consideration  into 
which  the  House  had  to  enter.     It  was 
perfectly  possible  that  arrangements  might 
exist  in  tfie  Treaty,  open  to  animadver- 
sion.    It  had  two  distinct  objects  in  view. 
the  one  to  proclaim  war  against  Napoleon 
Buonaparte.    The  other  to  maintain  the 
Treaty  of  Paris— which  already  had  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  Parliament — and 
the  Treaty  of  Vienna,  founded  on  the  basis 
of  the  former.     It  was  this  latter  point 
wbith    he    wished   the   House   to    leave 
wholly  untouched.    It  was  in  no  way  at 
issue.     He  hoped  they  would  put  it  en- 
tirely out  of  their  view ;    for  the  arrange- 
ments of  ttiat  Treaty  not  being  before 
them,  it  was  impossible  that  an  opinion 
vpon  it  could  form  a  part  of  their  vote. 
In  saying  this,  however,  he*^  trosied  that 
he  should  not  be  misapprehended.     He 
iruned  that  he  should  not  be  supposed  to 
shrink  from  the  justification  of  a  measure, 
which  in  his  conscience  he  believed,  after 
tbe  extraordinary  circumstances  which  had 
happened,  after  the  general  dislocation  of 
Europe  which  had  taken  place,  was  one 
of  the  most  important  events  that  had  ever 
occurred    in  the    history  of  the  world. 
When  the  proper  time  arrived,  he  hoped 
he  should  be  able  to  convince  Parliament 
that  the  stipulations  of  that  Treaty  were 
justly  entitled  to  their  approbation.     In 
the  year  1805  Mr.  Pitt  addressed  a  dis- 
patch to  the  Russian  Court,  in   which, 
contemplating  the  probable  success  of  the 
confederacy  then   established,   he  stated 
what,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to  be  some  of 
th^  arrangements  to  be  then  made  by  the 
Powers  of  Europe,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  the  evils  which  they  had 
endured.     The  noble  lord  said,  he  was 
prepared  to  contend,  that  the  arrange- 
ments recently  determined  upon  at  Vienna 
were  still  more  advantageous,  and   still 
more  calculated  to  secure  the  tranquillity 
of  Europe  than  tliose  contemplated  on  that 
occasion  by  Mr.  Pitt.     Mr.  Pitt  had  not 
anticipated   that  Holland  could  be  ren- 
dered so  secure  as  she  had  been  by  the 
eTcnU  of  the  late  war.     All  that  Mr.  Pitt 
bad  contemplated  far  the  security  of  Hol- 
land, was,    the   importance  of  bringing 
Prussia  in  advance  to  the  Hhine*     He  had 
adso  recommended  the   union  of  Genoa 
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with  Piedmont,  and  other  arrangements 
critically  conformed  to  in  the  arrange- 
ments which  had  actually  taken  place. 
The  noble  lord  said,  he  had  indeed  felt  it 
his  duty  to  ascertain  how  far  it  was  pos- 
sible that  these  proposed  arrangements 
might  be  carried  into  effect  at  the  earliest 
period  at  which  the  character  of  the  war 
justified  that  proceeding.  Soon  after  the 
Russian  armies  had  passed  the  Vistula,  he 
transmitted  officially  to  the  Court  of 
Peiersburgh,  through  tbe  medium  pf  our 
ambassador,  a  copy  of  Mr.  Pitt's  dispatch 
of  1805,  desiring  to  know  if  subsequent 
circumstances,  or  subsequent  considera- 
tion, had  induced  Russia  to  form  diflTerent 
views  on  the  subject,  in  the  event  of  the 
success  of  the  campaign.  In  testimony  of  the 
solid  principles  on  which  the  Court  of  Wters- 
burgh  acted,  he  had  to  state,  that  notwith- 
standing the  lapse  of  time  and  the  change 
of  circumstances,  his  Imperial  Majesty 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  declared  in  his  re- 
ply, that  he  in  no  way  departed  from  the 
system  laid  down  by  Mr.  Pitt  in  1805, 
the  maintenance  of  which  appeared  to 
him  to  be  essential  to  the  interests  tff  Eu- 
rope. However  it  might  be  to  be  lamented 
that  any  part  of  the  arrangements  which 
had  been  concluded  should  lead  to  ani- 
madversion ; — however  it  might  be  to  be 
lamented  that  they  could  not  be  consi- 
dered with  reference  to  one  power  only, 
but  must  combine  the  interests  of  all ; 
and,  consequently,  that  they  most  be 
formed  in  the  spirit  of  Compromise  rather 
than  of  dictation  on  the  part  of  any  parti- 
cular government,  it  must  be  no  small 
satisfaction  to  those  who  regarded  with 
reverence  the  memory  of  Mr.  Pitt,  to  see 
the  system  which  was  the  subject  of  his 
fondest  hopes  more  than  realized^-to  see 
that  which  was  the  object  of  his  abstract 
speculation  actually  established — to  see  ' 
all  the  great  principles  which  he  had  con- 
sidered as  indispensable  to  the  security  of 
Europe  against  the  ambitious  policy  of 
France  embodied  and  put  into  practice. 

The  question  before  the  House  that 
night,  however,  was  of  a  description  muck 
narrower  than  the  consideration  of  all 
these  circumstances  would  make  it.  He 
did  not  call  for  their  sanction  of  the  stt* 
puiations  of  the  Treaty  of  Vienna.  When- 
ever ihat  docun^ent  should  be  hid  on  the 
table,  he  would  ask  for  their  judgment 
upon  it.  But  it  would  be  idle  to  stand 
still'— lo  shut  their  eyes  against  what  was 
passin^'g  in  Europe,  because  the  whole' 
course  of  proceedings  -at  CoogrejW,  and 
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the  dooamenU  explanatory  of  those  pro* 
ceedingB,  were  no(  before  them.  The 
only  point  oo  which  he  wished  the  House 
that  night  to  pronounce^  was,  whether  or 
not  they  would  give  their  support  to  the 
Executive  Government  in  the  war  in 
which  the  country  waa  now  engaged  ?  It 
was  a  mistaken  notion  that  the  question 
was,  whether  we  should  go  to  war  ornot  ? 
but,  being  at  war,  whether  or  not  we 
should  enter  into  negociations  for  peace, 
separate  from  our  Allies,  and  oppose  that 
system  to  which  we  had  just  expressed 
our  concurrence  ?  That  we  had  an  ade- 
quate cause  of  war  against  Buonaparte 
was  unquestionable— and  not  less  un- 
doubted was  it,  that  during  his  usurpation 
of  the  supreme  authority  we  had  an  ade« 
quate  cause  of  war  against  the  French  na« 
tion.  He  most  readily  admitted  the  ab« 
stract  proposition  of  the  right  of  every 
country  to  be  exempt  from  the  evil  of  the 
interference  of  any  other  country  in  its 
internal  concerns*    But  this  was^a  case  to 

-  be  determined  by  its  particular  circom* 
stances.  In  proportion  as  the  French 
nation  had  the  right  of  choosing  their  own 
Government,    in    proportion    as  it    was 

'  affirmed  (although  there  was  in  his  opi- 
nion no  evidence  of  the  fact^  that  the  re* 
establishment  of  Buonaparte  was  the  act 
of  the  nation  at  large,  and  not  of  the  mi« 
litary  alone,  was  the  proof  that  the  French 
nation  had  committed  an  infraction  of  the 
peace.  The  war  which  formerly  existed 
against  that  nation,  would  still  have 
existed ;  no  peace  could  have  been  made 
but  for  the  solemn  act  of  the  Treaty  of 
Paris — one  main  condition,  indeed  the 
basis  of  which  was,  that  the  Government 
of  France  was  to  be  administered  by  ano- 
ther ruler.  We  should  indeed  stand  in  a 
ludicrous  relation  to  the  person  who  had 
resumed. the  supreme  authority  in  that 
country,  if  we  were  to  consider  the 
Treaty  of  Paris  as  subsisiing  between  us 
and  himr  What  was  the  substance  of  the 
Treaty  of  Paris  \  That  Buonaparte  should 
not  remain  emperor  of  France.  Should 
we,  then,  take  him  as  a  guardian  and  con* 
servator  of  that  Treaty — should  the  powers 
of  Europe  concert  with  him  the  best  means 
of  executing  it,  when  its  very  basis  was 
his  ^abdication  of  the  French  throne }  The 
question  now  was,  not  whether  we  should 
declare  war.  with  France  because  Buona- 
parte! was  at  the  head  of  the  French  Go- 
vernment, but  whether  we  should  open 
negociations  with  Buonapart6,.  he  hi^ving. 
returned  jLo  the  head  of  that  Govoroment 
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contrary  to  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty 
of  Paris,  and  the  war  existing  before  the 
condosion  of  that  Treaty  being  therefore 
still  in  coiiiijvuance ;  and  thus  give  him 
the  time,  which  he  might  require  for  those 
preparations,  which  might  ultimately  en* 
able  him  to  attack  Europe  at  a  period 
better  calculated  for  the  accomplishment 
of  his  ambitious  designs* 

The  noble  lord  said,  he  perfectly  agreed 
with  the  bon.  gentlemen  opposite,  that 
nothing  but  urgent  necessity  could  justify 
war.     He  readily  recognised  the  general 
right  of  a  country  to  direct  its  own  affairs. 
But  there  were  cases  so  extreme,  as  to 
render  it  impossible  to  separate  the  good 
faith  and  character  of.  a  nation  from  the 
good  faith  and  character  of  the  person 
at  the  head  of  the  affairs  of  that  nation. 
If  the  history  of  the  world  afforded  an  in* 
stance  more  striking  than  any  other,  of 
the  existence  of  such  a  case,  it  was  the 
present;  in  which  the  character  of  the 
individual  concerned  was  combined  with 
this  additional  feature— that  he  had  the 
French  army  at  his  disposal,  and  that  he 
bad  promised  to  restore  it  to  its  former 
fame— in  other  words,  that  he  would  again 
endeavour  to  lead  it  on  to  conqnest,  in- 
stead of  adhering  to  the  pacific  and  tem- 
perate policy  of  Louis  the  ISth.    It  had 
been  contended,  that  the  talenu  of  Buona* 
parte  were  calculated  in  war  to  give  ^ 
most  dangerous  impulse  to  the  energies  of 
the  French  nation.    But  let  the  whole  of 
his  career  be  examined  :  let  bis  conduct 
be  contemplated  in  peace,  in  war,  in  ad- 
versity, and  in   prosperity  ;  and  it  would 
disclose  an  unrelenting  system,  an  active 
exertion  to  disturb  .the  tranquillity  of  all 
countries.     If  we. looked  at  him  during 
the  number  of  years  in  which  he. presided 
over  the  French  nation,  we  should  dis* 
cover  no  period  at  which  the  aggressiona 
of  Buonaparte  were  more  extensive  than 
during  the  period  which  he  chose  to  call 
a  period  of  peace.    Comparing  >he  cha- 
racter of  his  conduct  in  peace  and  in  warj 
it  would  be  found  that  he  had  achieved 
more  in  the  >  former   than  in   the  latter.* 
All  his  acquisitions  of  the  different  repub- 
lics were  consolidated  in  a  tim«  of  peace. 
Holland,  and  the  Ligurian  republic,  were 
annexed   to  France  in  a  time  of  peace. 
Switzerland  was  almost  entirely  annexed 
to  France  in  a  time  of  pe^ce.     The  32d 
military  division  was  annexed-  to  France 
in  .a  .time  of  peace.     Not  only  did  thes^ 
Aggrandizements  of  French  power  take 
place  in  time  of  peace,  but  the  greatest 
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%nd  niO0t  tDaligTrant'eCbrt  of  Badrnpartt 
to  diatarb  the  repote  of  the  world,  bit  at* 
tempt  to  subdue  coontriet  almoit  in  tbem- 
•elves  Mbmiaiire  to  faiai»  bw  most  .oajoa- 
tifiable  attack  on  Spain  and  Portusaly  was 
framed  and  executed  in  a  time  of  peace. 
Even  in  hw  most  successful  wars,  there 
was  something  tn  the  moral  influence 
which  had  been  opposed  to  him»  that  bad 
been  more  ad? antageous  to  tbe  interests 
of  bumaniiy  than  the  relaxed  rigi lance  of 
a  state  of  pacification. 

But  these  were  not  the  sole  considera* 
tions  to  be  dwelt  opon  in  estimating  the 
ebaracter  of  Boonapfin^.    It  was  evidentj 
that  no  alteration  of  fortone  afforded  the 
least  hope  that  he  woald  content  himself 
with  any  resting-place.     No  man   was 
more  disinclined  than  himself  to  use  b&rsh 
expression!  towards  those  to  whom  we 
were  opposed  in  war ;  but  it  was  impossi- 
ble not  to  do  so  in  examining  the  cha- 
racter of  this  extraordinary  man  doring 
ail  the  vicissitades  of  his  life.    Whether 
in  good  or  bad  fortime,  he  maintained  the 
aame  unrelenting  dlspositton*    Good  or 
bad  fortune,  indeed,  was  only  a  transitory 
point  in  his  existence,  from  which   be 
vprungto  new  efforts*    He  seemed  des* 
tined  for  a  state  of  unceasing  activity 
against  the  tranooillity  and  happiness  of 
tbe  world.    Let  nim  be  taken  at  the  acme^ 
tf  his  fortone— after  the  peace  of  Tilsit— 
when  he  bad  scarcely  an  enemy  in  Eu- 
rope—when  he  had  allied  himself  to  one 
hi  the  most  ancient  and  respectable  hooses 
on  the  Cominent*-wben  he  had  only  to 
ait  down  and  enjoy  bis  success— and  he 
Would  be  found  as  impatient  of  his  situa- 
tion, as  determined  to  leare  no  nation  in 
possession  of  its  independence,  as  when 
he  bad  all  his  preceding  objects  to  achieve. 
To  show  how  incapable  his  mind  was  of 
bending  from  iu  original  quality— at  the 
moment  when  his  hands  were  full  with 
tbe  exertions  necessary  to  maintain  the 
ground  which  be  bad  usurped  in  9pain-» 
that  moment  be  selected  for  that  gigantic 
effort  which  afterwards  turned  to  bis  de- 
struction, against  the  only  remaining  na- 
tion on  tbe  continent  which  possessed  the 
means  of  resisting  his  power,  and  which 
the  pacific  character  of  its  Sovereign  in- 
duced him  rashly  to  assail,  amidst  all  tbe 
difficulties  of  his  situation.    When  tbe 
madness  of  his  ambition  bad  thus  hurried 
him  into  this   new  contestp-^wfaea   tbe 
•form  burst  on  bis  bead — when  be  was 
swept   from    Russia— driven  from   Ger* 
many-^od  beaten  in  France— ^when  he 
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I  was  hemmed  in  by  iosqperable  difficult 
ties,  how  did  bis  character  manifest  itself? 
Did  be  really  contemplate  a  solid  plan  of 
general  repose— 4  plan  which,  while  it 
imparted  tranquillity  to  the  world,  would 
extricate    bini   from    the  labyrinth   into 
which  bia  own  principles  and  policy  bad 
betrayed  him  ?  By  no  means.     All  that 
he  did  was  to  manifeit  a  disposition   to 
sacrifice  those  priuciplea  and  that  policy, 
in  order  that  be  might  gain  breathing- 
lime  to  enable  him  to  renew  the  struffgle. 
On  a  former  er ening  he  bad  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  documents, 
which  proved  the  duplicity  «f  Buonaparte 
on    the  occasion   to   which  he  alluded. 
Their  autbenticity»  howeveri  having  been 
doubted,  he  had  interchanged  some  of- 
ficial   commonications   on    the    subject, 
which  con?inced  him  that  they  were  ge» 
huine  beyond  the  reach  of  controversy. 
Although  the  character  of  the  man  was 
before  exhibited  beyond  the  possibility  of 
doubt,  these  documents  showed  that  at 
a  moment  the  most  disastrous,  he  still 
laid  in  diplomatic  firaud  the  foundation 
of  a  breach  of  the  engagements  into  which 
he  aflected  to  be  entering,  determibed 
again  to  disturb  the  peace  of  tbe  world,  if 
his  future  situation  should  enable  him  to 
break  loose  from  the  conditions  to  which 
be  pretended  to  conform.    Depressed  as 
was  bis  state,  he  contemplated  bow  be 
might  again  enter  Germany*  Italy,  and  the 
north  of  Europe.    The  noble  lord  said, 
he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  read  to  the 
House  tbe  letter  of  instruction  fi-om  the 
duke  of  Bassano  to  tbe  duke  of  Vicenxa 
on  this  subject.    In  that  letter  Buonapart6 
attempted  to  justify  bis  intended  treacheryr 
by  imputing  bad  faith  to  tbe  Allies  in  the 
capitulations  of  Dresden,  Dantxic,    and 
Oorcum,  as  they  respected  tbe  return  of 
the  garrisons  of  those  places  to  France 
— ^tban  which  accusation  nothing  could  be 
more  unfounded ;  and  on  that  pretended 
ground  be  asserts  his  right  to  violate  a 
solemn  and  ratified  Treaty,  if  military 
events  should  permit  bim  to  do  so.     The 
instructions  were  dated  on  the  19th  of 
March,  1814,  and  were  written  at  the 
moment  when  Buonaparte  was  most  criti- 
cally aituated    between    the   armiea   of 
marabal  Blucher  and  nrince  Schwartseo* 
berg.     Marahil  Bhicner  preasing   upon 
him  firom  Rheims,  feeling  that  danger 
to  be  near,  and  not  foreseeing  the  fate 
which  would  attend  him  fi-oni  a  movement 
m  front,  he  at  that  Aomeiit  directed  his 
mintaler  $x  Cbatilhm  to   coacludu  the 


Treaty  wttk  the  Allies»  kn%  !•  •? oU  tx- 
plmwag  bMMtIf  on  tb«  tiiljfMl  of  dotovor- 
m§(  op  ihe  fonrotmof  AiiHvotp,  Mojronct, 
ood  Ake9nndri%  to  fcoep  tbol  Smm  k  tet 
(to  tbo  Me  tke  oaprewioii  of  tho  oriciMil), 
im  ordor  that  BooMpoH^,  sltkoogb  Eo  ia- 
tendUd  lo  ratifj  tie  Treaty  by  wbicb 
tfaofo  tbitiawi  woro  lo  be  sorrtadorad  to 
the  Allica,  aiiirbt  aivail  bumolf  of  any 
aabae«|Rieiit  «il£iry  ovealt  of  a  fMrovraMe 
iiatara  to  ^riobna  bb  aogagoaMut  by  re- 
tainiiig  tbent  in  bin  cmm  pamwian^  Tbe 
letter  waa  aa  IbUowt ; 

Translation  of  a  Letter  from  tbe  Doke  of 
Banano  to  the  Duke  of  Vkensa. 
In  the  cypher  of  tbe  Bnperor  with 
his  Ministert. 

«'ilfafcAl9*18I4. 

"  Sir, — ^Your  excellency  will  have  re- 
ceivedj  or  will  doobtlett  in  tbe  coorte  of 
to-day  receive  tbe  dispatch  from  Rheims, 
of  which  M.  Frocbot  was  the  bearer,  and 
wbicb  was  accompanied  by  a  letter  from 
the  Emperor* 

"  Tbe  Emperor  desires  that  yon  woald 
avoid  explaining  yourself  clearly  upon 
every  thing  which  may'  relate  to  deliver- 
ing up  the  fortresses  of  Antwerp,  May ence, 
and  Alexandria,  if  you  should  be  obliged 
to  consent  to  those  cessions;  his  Majesty 
intendingx  even  though  he  should  have 
ratified  the  Treaty,  to  be  guided  by  the 
military  situation  of  affiiirs:— wait  till  the 
last  moment.  The  bad  faith  of  the  Allies 
Sn  respect  to  tbe  capitulations  of  Dresden. 
Dantzic,  and  Gorcuro,  authorizes  us  to  en- 
deavour not  to  be  duped.  Refer,  there- 
fore, these  questions  to  a  military  arrange* 
ment,  as  was  done  at  Presburg,  Vienna, 
and  Tilsit  His  Majesty  desires  that  you 
would  not  lose  sight  of  tbe  disposition 
which  he  will  feel  pot  to  deliver  up  those 
three  keys  of  France,  if  military  events, 
on  which  he  is  willing  still  to  rely,  should 
permit  biro  not  to  do  so,  even  if  he  should 
nave  signed  the  cession  of  all  these  pro- 
vinces. In  a  word,  bis  Majesty  wishes 
to  be  able,  after  the  Treaty,  to  be  guided 
by  existing  circumstances,  to  tbe  last  mo- 
ment. He  orders  you  to  burn  this  letter 
as  soon  as  you  have  read  it." 

Tbe  noble  tovd  said  be  bad  rocaaaed  this 
kHer  fnoas  the  bmoS  aotbeatic  official 
aooace.  Thai  its  gensinanesa  aboold  be 
dained  by  Ibe  aoeny,  gave  him  no  «ir> 
pviee ;  for  it  was  the  syp tam  of  that  Qo^ 
iwrnoMDi  to  dai^  aaecy  Ihiag  which,  it 
waa  not  for  ilt  intcrass  to  avow ;  and  it 
mgbt  bt  tnily  satdi^ibal  MmbmA  waa  uii> 
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cofMralad  ioia  tba  Oavaraasast.     His 
Urdsbip  proceeded  to  slate,  that  while  be 
vraa  in  Franca  last  jear  ha  had  bad  occa- 
aian  la  see  savaral  mstancaa  of  tbe  systeai 
of  fetoeboad  and  dekision  followed  by  tbe 
tbas  Govarnniaiit  of  that  country.  Official 
hstltffa  were    regularly  inaerlad    in  the 
joomala  fraaa  paria  of  France  which  had 
long  bean  io  the  poesaesion  of  the  AUies^ 
Bet  it  was  net  aeongb  to  prove  tbe  jos- 
tiea  of  tba  war,  unleit  we  ooeld  alee  pra- 
saaia  epae  a  rational  proapaci  of  soecese* 
He  apprehended  that  ere  bad  each  a  pie- 
apaci»  and  be  would  snbeift  to  tbe  Hooaa 
the  groeeda  of  that  ceavictieeb    A  ftala 
of  hostility  wilb  the  pt aaeei  Caeaanmant 
ef  Fraaca  would   not  only  be  »  wka 
oeeraa  wttb  respect  to  tbe  general  seeeriay 
0S  Eaeepe»  bea  is  wooM  be  oes  aMet  eee- 
neasical  cevfte;  and  tbe  diftteace  eCes- 
pence  batwaen  a  stato  ef  armeA  peaea 
and  acteal  war,  waa  by  ne  oManaaA  eb- 
jfsct  to  be  pat  ia  cenpatiltea  with  tbe  risk 
attendaat  on  seeb  a  atato  of  iaseeerity. 
It  bad  beea  ^peetioaad,  wbeihef  ear  pro- 
spect of  soceass^  ia  a  military  point  of 
view,  waa  1^  impaired  aince  laei  year ; 
aad  whether  tbe  power  of  the  Allies  was 
net  ae  far  diesiaisbed  aa  to  asaka  ii  wise 
for  us,  however  asach  diapoaed  to  adept  a 
coatrary  systeaiy  to  paeaa  before  we  com* 
Bitted  eapseleea  m  adaal  bestilitias  ?   Ha 
woald  allow,  if  there  waa  any  diviatoa  of 
iontiatoat  amongst  tbe  Contiaeaial  Powers, 
or  aay  doubt  eatertoined  by  tbem  of  what 
was  beat  for  their  iatoreats»  that  this  oegbi 
to  be  a  motive  for  os  toi  paase,  aad  that 
we  eogbt  rather  to  wait  for  the  ev4l  dey 
aad  attempt  to  raaist  it  when  it  ceaie^ 
than  to  proceed  to  resist  it  with  a  divided 
coalition*    Bot  be  wooid  aeserao  that  the 
•eoM  feeling  existed  ia  the  whole  of  tbe 
CeoMerated   Powers  which  waa  enteiw 
taiaed  by  tba  Government  of  this  country ; 
an^  he  thought  ae  man  would  doubt  •  this 
when  be  considered  that  there  bad  been 
no  atieaopt  oa  tbe  part  of  the  Britisb  Ca» 
biaet  to  go|d  thea»  into  the  adoption  of 
aay  maasore  wbicb  they  did  not  eonsider 
for  their  own  tntereat.    As  Great  Brilaia 
was  tba  power  wbicb  waa  least  menaced, 
and  had  nest  resources  for  sepperbag  the 
eapeaees  of  a  eontinental  war  if  necessary. 
It  waa  judged  wisest  by  tbe  Cabinet  of 
tbis  country  not  to  use  a  tone  of  inette* 
aaent,  but  rather  to  arge  the  Allirs  to 
adept  the  oeuaso  by  which  they  weald 
best  ooasult   their   owe   eacurity— they 
Bsighft  be  assured  that  wa  would,  not  leave 
lb«D^  bai  thayt  eaghl  to  weigb  well  tbe 
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whole  circonfHitanfiel  of  the  case,  and  be 
clear  io  their  determination  to  act  to- 
gether—and above  all,  that  they  ought 
not  to  go  into  the  straggle  with  an  idea 
that  it  would  be  merely  the  struggle  of  a 
day,  but  that  it  might'  be  one  *  of  great 
length  and  accompanied  with  great  diffi- 
culties. This  was  the  course  which  this 
country  bad  taken ;  *  and  no  man  could 
doubt  from  the  acts  of  the  Confederation, 
before  this  country  could  posssibly  have 
•  prompted  them)  that  their  resolutions  were 
-formed  on  the  most  solfd  conYtction  that 
the  course  taken  by  tliem  was  necessary 
for  their  own  interests.  The  danger  which 
at  first  threatened  them  was  no  doubt  of  a 
lighter  character ;  but  as  the  successes  of 
Boonaparc^  advanced  till  the  Royal  family 
was  finally  driven  but  of  France,  the 
danger  became  more  alarming.  Their 
conviction,  however,  was  invariably  the 
same— that  their  only  safety  was  in  war, 
and  that  by  war  alone  the  safety  of  the 
world  could  be  preserved.  Those  who 
differed  with  him  in  other  respects,  would 
not,  he  hoped,  differ  with  him  in  this,  that 
.there  was  the  greatest  appearance  of  una- 
nimity amongst  the  Allies— a  greater  ap- 
pearance of  unanimity  than  the  history 
of  Europe  had  ever  before  disclosed. 

The  noble  lord  said^  he  should  now  pro- 
ceed to  inquire-  into  the  relation  which 
the  military  force  of  the  present  Ruler  of 
.France  and  the  Confederated  Powers  bore 
to  each  other,  and  the  prospept  of  success 
which  we  might  rationally  entertain.    To 
aay  that  war  was  a  mailer  of  certainty, 
and  not  in  the  hands  of  Providence,  would 
'  be  idle  and  presumptuous  at  all  times,  and 
with  whatever  m^ans  undertaken.     But  if 
wehad  »  prospect  of  success  from  our  former 
eflortfl  this  prospect  of  success  must  now  be 
much  greater,  from  the  increased  strength 
of  the  Confederacy,  and  the  diminished 
means  which   the  Government  of  France 
could  bring  against  them.     No  man  could 
be  more  disposed  ihan  he  was  to  give  full 
weight  to  the  efforts  which  a  great  nation 
might  make  when  fighting  on  their  own 
aoil,  for  what  the  peop^  of  ibe  country 
might  be  ted  to  conceive  their  national 
independence  against  the  attack  of  a  na- 
tural enemy.     It  vi^8>  impassible  to  dis- 
guise  that  (be  resources  of  this  nation 
were  in  reality  very  great     We  had  al- 
ready had  an  example  of  what  could  be 
efiected  .by  France.    The  French  military 
were  no  doubt  considered  as  the>  most 
animoted  in  character  and  the  most  intel- 
ligeal  in  Europe ;  bat  we  had  already  net 
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them  in  the  field.  Making  every  al- 
lowance- for  the  arts  of  delusion  practised 
by  the  Government,  there  was  something 
so  different  in  the  silaatipn  of  the  country 
now,  from  the  period  when  it  was  invaded 
at  the  commencement  of  the  revolutionary 
war,  that  we  should  be  drawing  an  in« 
ference  not  likely  to  be  jotiified  by  evettts, 
if  we  supposed  that  the  people  would 
generally  support  the  present  Govern* 
ment  with  warmth  and  enthusiasm. "  For 
it  waa  not  now  as  if  the  King  had  never 
returned  to  them.  As  long  as  Buonaparte 
constituted  the  actual  Government  of  the 
country,  it  was  natural  that  the  people 
should  support- him  from  an  unwillingnesa 
to  receive  a  sovereign  from  foreign  Powers, 
to  ,be  dictated  to  in  their  internal  afiairs. 
But,  when  the  nation  bad  once  taken  back 
their  legitimate  Sovereign,  and  when  they 
bad  experienced  that  the  whole  conduct 
of  that  2>overeign  wa^  lenient  and  pacific 
— when  the  nation  had  contracted  towards 
that  Sovereign  the  most  solemn  engage* 
ments  which  could  be  entered  into  between 
a  sovereign  and  his  subjects,  the  situation 
of  things  became  very  much  altered  ;  and 
even  with  the  imposing  character  of  the 
French  army,  there  were  abundance  of 
facts  to  show,  that  the  people  were  not  only 
not  generally  disposed  to  support  the  pre> 
sent  Government,  but  were  even  in  many 
places  far  from  remaining  quiescent  under 
it.  The  revolutionary  feeling  was  now  in 
a  great  degree  extinct.  The  people  of 
France,  with  all  their  faults,  possessed  a 
moral  sense  which  would  not  allow  them 
to  betray  their  legitimate  Sovereign,  with- 
out entertaining  such  sentimenu  as  would 
first  display  themselves  in  inactivity  and 
afterwards  in  rallying  round  that  Sov^* 
reign.  But  we  ought  also  to  consider  that 
the  power  of  France  was  very  different 
when  acting  on  her  own  national  resources, 
and  when  she  had,  in  addition  to  these, 
the  external  resources  which  she  derived 
from  the  spoil  of  every  other  country. 
France  could  not  now  bring  into  the  field 
the  same  force  which  she  had  at  the  pe» 
riod  of  her  great  conquests.  It  became 
important,  therefore,  to  consider  what  re- 
sources they  had  for  the  creation  of  an 
army  when  stripped  of  their  external  re- 
sources. If  they  were  to  look  inta.  the 
former  French  Budgeta,  tbey  would  find 
that  these  external,  reaoureea  were.im* 
mense.  In  .considering  the  present  re- 
sources of  France^  they  .ought  to  look  at 
the  period  during  last  campaign  when 
their  reioiircea  ware  extremely  narrowed. 
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because  Ibere  wts  power .  enovgh  io  the 
Eoropeui  Confederacy  to  occupy  a  oo» 
aiderableiparl  tff  the  territory  of  France. 
AU.thote  parts,  tberefore*  which  inight  be 
so  occopied^  and  soch  parts  as  were  in  a 
distorbed  state,  most  be  considered  as  a 
diminotion  of  the  means  of  France ;  and 
thai  country  woold  not  resemble  in  effec* 
tnal  resources  what  it  was  when  entire  in 
lis  own  territory,  or  when  it  also  possesaed 
the  external  resoorces  of  other  conntries. 

Haying  taken  a  comparatire  view  of 
the  resources  of  France,  he  woold  now 
compare  the  present  means  of  the  Confe« 
deracy  with  what  they  were  at  any  for- 
mer period.     In  looking  to  the  situation 
of  the  Confederacy,  their  moral  strength 
was  an  important  feature  in  the  present 
qnestion ;  and  as  be  was  confident  that  the 
exertions  in  the  interior  of  France  woold 
be  chilled  by  the  conviction  of  the  wicked- 
ness of  the  Government,  and  a  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  people  to  see  the  establiph- 
ment  of  a  pacific  system,  he  was  equally 
confident  thiit  throughout  the  rest  of  Eu- 
rope there  prevailed  a  great  moral  feeling 
that  the  peace  of  the  world  depended  on  the 
close  of  the  war  on  a  principle  which  would 
not  establish  Buonaparte  on  the  throne  of 
one  of  the  greatest  kingdoms  of  Europe. 
His  firm  conviction  was,  that  not  only  at  no 
period  of  Jthe  war  were  the  Allied  Sove- 
reigns more  determined  to  persevere  with 
ardour  in  the  contest;  but  also  that  nerer 
did  their  subjects  consider  this  to  be  more 
an  essential  duty,  and  never  were  they 
more  prepared  to  lopport  their  Sorereigns 
by  the  utmost  extent'  of  sacrifices.     It  ap- 
peared that  there  was  nothing  unsound  in 
the  moral  principle  on  which  they  acted ; 
and  that*  the  matter  reduced  itself  to  a 
atruggle  of  arms  in  which  the  power  of 
the  Confederation  would  not  be  impaired 
by  any  nn willingness  on  the  part  of  their 
sobjectsi    In  measuring  the  relative  power 
of  the  diflerent  European  states,  it  was 
necessary  to  consider,  that  the  tendency 
of  the  Treaty  of  Paris  had  been  to  aug- 
ment Cbnsiderably  in  eiiectuai  military 
strength,  e? ery  coptinenul  Power,  France 
alone  excepted ;  for  France  being  at  once 
placed  by  that  Treaty,  •  as  it  were,  out  of 
the  reach  of  subsequent  events,  having  all 
her  interests  secured  to  her,  and  placed 
in  a  state  of  safety,  was  determined  to  de- 
rive the    greatest    possible    relief   from 
peace,  .  and    had,    therefore  .  made  .  the 
greatest  reduction  in  her  army.     Franee 
was,  in  fact,  the  only  country  in  Europe 
wiiich  could  be  considered  to  haveredoced 
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her    army   to    a    peace    establishoient. 
Knowing   this,  and   knowing   also   that 
France  had  now  no  external  resources, 
and  was  reduced  to  those  derived  from  her 
own  soil,  and  that  her  Government  could 
only  make  great  exertions  by  a  great  out- 
lay ;    with  the  diminution  in  her  means, 
he  did  not  conceive  that  the  military  esta- 
blishment of  that  country  could  have  pos- 
iibly  received  any  very  great  increase. 
It  so  happened,  however,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  the  military  strength  of  the 
Allies  had  not  only  not  been  impaired 
since  last  war,  but  that  it  had  been  in- 
creased in  all  its  ingredients,  not  only  in 
the  power  to  act  offensively,  but  in  one 
which  was  perhaps  of  still  more  import- 
Mice— the  Allied  Sovereigns  had  not  only 
consolidated-  their  armies  on  a  scale  of 
magnitude  which  the  armies  of  Europe 
had  never  before  attained,  but  they  had 
made  soch  arrangements,  if  the  struggle 
should  be  unfortunate  in  its  result,  and 
should  not  lead  to  that  amelioration  of  the 
government  of  France  which  was  so  much 
to  be  wished,  as  would  best  place  Europe 
out  of  the  reach  of  the  recoil  of  any  efibrta 
on  the  part  of  France,  that  might  prove 
dangerous  to  their  own  security.     In  the 
whole  of  the  eountries  on  the  Rhine,  atad 
indeed   throughout  nearly  all  Germany, 
the  landstorm  were  called  out— a  measQre 
which  might  be  said  to  have  armed  the 
whole  population,    and   which    did    not 
exist  at  the  late  period  when  hostilities 
were  carried  on.     That  the  armies  of  the 
Confederated  Powers  were  on  the  highest 
scale,  was  a  fact  known  to  every  man  who 
had  been  on  the  continent ;  and  be  owned 
that  it  had  almost  made  him  tremble,  when 
at  the  Congress,  where  local  interests  were 
discussed  with  that  warmth  which  might 
so  naturally  have  been  expected,  he  con- 
sidered that  the  discussions  took  place  in  the 
midst  of  what  might  well  be  called  a  great 
armed  camp  ;  for  io  Germany  alone  there 
were  not  less  than  one  million  of  armed 
soldiers,  independent  of  the  local  force  of 
the  different  states.     And,  therefore,  if 
war  was  inevitable,  there  never  was  a  mo- 
ment when  it  could,  come  with  less  hasard 
to  the  fate  of  the  world.     He  believed 
that  the 'delay  of  a  single,  month- woold 
have  made  such  a  difierence  in  their  esta* 
blishments   as   to    leave  it  questionable 
whether  they  would,  be  able  to  enter  into 
the. contest  without  first  re*erecting,  what 
Franee  had  to  do,  their  armies  from  a 
small  peace  establishment.     There  waa 
nothing,  therefore,  which  shoaki  lead- a* 
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to  entertain  detpoBiiing  MBltmenti»  or  lo 
•nppoae  thai  the  Powers  of  Eorepe  knd 
«iot  the  means  of  making  greater  eflorts 
4han  had  eTor  yel  been  ma4e  by  theai. 
And  eipen  wkh  the  assistance  wbieh  tbis 
country  might  find  il  advisable  to  give,  if 
Ibey  should  not  he  able  to  pat  in  motion 
the  whole  of  their  military  forces,  these 
lorces  were  a  seeatity  to  Ibis  eomitry, 
that  the  armies  of  France  would  always 
b»  met  by  a  force  commenmraf  to  the 
occasion — ^that  that  force  eoold  always  be 
kept  op  to  an  adequate  extent— and  that 
it  would  protect  them,  in  connexieo  with 
the  armed  population,  from  any  risk  in 
case  of  faiioro.  - 

The  war  was  therefore  as  clearly  justifi- 
obloon  thogronndsof  military  expediency, 
as  OD  those  of  necessity— and  it  was  also 
dbar,  that  if  the  Alnea  were  not  able  lo 
come  now  to  the  contest  with  a  prospect 
of  success*  there  waa  no  possible  prospect 
of  their  ever  being  more  so ;  for  Eoeope 
aover  could  bo  in  such  a  situation  of 
airengih  aa  it  was  in  at  present.  The 
question,  then,  was«  whether  they  would 
wait  for  the  eri)  day  till  those  means  were 
diminished,  or  go  into  the  struggle  in 
tbeii  present  high  state  of  preparation  } 
The  oaeans  might  not  only  be*  relatively 
diminished  by  an  increase  of  those  of 
Buonaparte*  but  some  accidental  variance 
might  at  some  time  or  other  aris^  aasong 
the  Confederated  Powers  which  might 
kave  the  effect  of  dividing  them  for  a 
lime.  These  who  took  the  extraordinary 
view,  that  though  it  might  be  necessary 
lo  go  to  war  with  France,  they  were  not 
prepafei  to  consent  to  a  grant  of  snbsidies 
lo  the  other  Powers,  might  still  vote  for 
the  Address  with  which  he  shouM  con- 
clude ;  for  in  point  of  consistency,  a  man 
might  disapprove  of  the  grant  of  a  sob* 
aidy,  and  disapprove  of  the  Treaty  of 
Vienna,  and  yet  sepport  the  Address  with 
bis  vote.  But  the  House  would  be  shrink- 
ing from  its  duty,  if  it  did  not  assist  the 
Confederacy  with  all  those  resources 
which  it  was  able  to  afford.  The  proposed 
sobstdiBS  were  calculated  on  a  principle 
which  put  to  the  test,  whether  the  war 
waa  a  war  of  the  Continental  Powers  or 
one  of  onr  own.  The  greatest  part  of  the 
burthen  fell  on  themselves,  and  the  part 
which  foil  on  us,  thongh  a  caosoof  aatmalion 
lo  them  in  their  efforts,  would  not  aSbrd  to 
Iheai  a  motive  for  continuing  their  efforts, 
one  moment  beyond  the  necessity  of  the. 
eaaa.  K  was  the  greatest  proof  of  their  firm 
oonvicliQBof  the  neeessity  of  the  cofttesi. 
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lhat»  pressed  as  they  were  in  their  re« 
sources,  they  had  nevertheless  subjected 
themselves  to.  the  neofessity  of  making 
such  heavy  exc^rtiona.  Bat  he  did  not 
wish  to  enter  at  present  into  the  sobject 
of  the  sohsidies<^»that  more  properly  ba^ 
hmged  to  the  discussion  of  to-caos row. 

He  had  thus  endeavoured  to  open  to 
the  House  the  general  grounds  of  the 
qpestiou  as  concisely  as  he  could,  irostr 
ing  that  be  should  be  allowed  hereafter 
an  oppertumty  for  expiamation,  if  neetss- 
sary  ;  and  trusting  also  to  the  mind  of 
the  House,  after  dwelling  for  neatly 
twenty-five  years  on  this  stibject»  and  with 
audi,  experience  and  extensive  knowledge 
as  they  possessed  of  the  question  in  all  its 
bearings.  Although  it  was  painful  to  hfan 
to  be  the  organ  of  moving  an  addrcoa  of 
this  nature,  after  those  gloriooa  exrrtians 
which  this  coisntry  had  so  long  made^ 
and  the  privations  which  she  hM  conse* 
quently  endored,  and  which  ao  well  enii* 
tjed  her  population  to  the  enjoyment  of 
the  bkssings  of  peace ;  he  had  atill  iho 
consolation  of  reflecting,  that  those  addi» 
tiooal  efibrts  which  he  w»  compelled  to 
recommend,  constituted  the  oaly^  niMdn. 
of  conduct  which  it  was  under  iho  pro* 
sent  circaaostanees  safe  or  prudent  la 
adopt.  We  had  contended  for  our  own 
safety  against  the  same  Power,  unaided 
by  a  single  ally,  and  after  seeing,  aa  it 
were,  the  last  spark  of  life  expire  ia  iho 
two  'great  Powers  from  which  we  princi-^ 
pally  looked  for  co*operation,  in  opposi* 
tion  to  tho  enemy  of  Europe.  When  wo 
advanced  to  the  assistanco  of  Spain  and 
Portogal,  over-run  by  that  Power,  wo  felt 
hold  in  the  morality  of  the  cause — we  fek 
bold  in  the  wisdom  of  the  measure,  fironfc 
the  eflfect  which  it  might  ultimately  bwNi 
on  other  natkma  labouring  under  stmikr 
injustice  and  oppression.  We  straggled 
under  many  disadvantages;  and,  whatever 
fortune  might  occasionaUy  attend  ^our 
efibrta,  we  had  at  last  the  satisfaction  of 
seeing  those  two  nations  delivered,  and 
the  system  of  Eniope  revive,  in  propor* 
tion  to  the  elftrto  made  by  ua  for  Spaia 
and  Portugal,  and  a  combioation  of  Bn- 
rope  Mrainst  France,  fioalky  cemented  by 
tho  efforts  ol  Ibis  country.  We  now 
started  wiib  the  whole  of  Europe  €om« 
bined  against  that  desoUuing  Power,  and 
even  with  an  amislaneo  in  the  interior  of 
Franco  itself.  Whatever,  therefore,  migha 
be  the  sacrifieea  and  privaliomi  which  wo 
shooU  stUi  be  called  on  to  make^  we  bad 
no  reason  to  look  to  the  ksuo  of  the  strng* 
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gle  wHh  ^timcots  of  detpikiideiicy. 
Whatever  night  be  the  difficoUies  of  the 
ftwrol  critn,  ive  had  every  thing  to  cheer 
gad  anifoate  os  in  oor  past  effort!.  We 
had  had  the  aatisfactioD  of  cooductifig  the 
afiaira  of  the  world  to  a  point  which  might 
coaif>aratively  be  called  tranqaillity  and 
peace.  We  had  only  to  carry  oor  ellbru 
a  little  farther.  In  their  past  eflfbrts  the 
Confederation  had  preserved  the  character 
of  dignity  and  moderation  which  they 
professed ;  and  from  their  manner  of  con* 
ducting  themselves  when  in  possession  of 
the  capital  of  the  Fi«nch  nation,  they  had 
shown  that  they  were  not  actuated  by  anv 
of  those  retaliatory  principles  which 
wonid  have  almost  been  excusable  in 
their  situation;  hot  that  they  entertained 
m  sincere  wish  to  temper  their  soccesscs 
by  a  conciliatory  treatment  of  tbe  French 
nation.  The  subsequent  deliberations  at 
Vienna  would  afterwards  come  before  the 
House,  and  it  would  be  then  for  them  to 
Ibrm  a  judgment  on  the  matter.  He 
wished  to  ask  the  House,  whether  we 
ehonid  be  acting  wisely  in  separating  oor> 
aehres  from  the  common  eflbru  of  Europe, 
and  whether  we  were  prepared  to  advise 
a  peace  separately  instead  of  a  war  in  con- 
junction with  oor  Allies  ?  Tbe  noble  lord 
concluded  with  moving, 

<«  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
to  return  his  Royal  Highness  the  thanks 
of  this  House  for  his  most  gracious  Mes* 
aage,  by  which  bis  Royal  Highness  has 
been  pleased  to  inform  us,  that,  in  conse* 
quence  of  the  events  which  have  occurred 
In  France,  in  direct  contravention  of  tbe 
Tireaties  concluded  at  Paris  in  tbe  course 
of  last  year,  his  Royal  Highness  had 
jtfdged  it  necessary  to  enter  into  engage* 
nents  with  his  Majesty's  Allies,  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  such  a  concert  at 
present  circumstances  indispensably  re* 
quire,  and  as  may  prevent  the  revival  of 
m  system  which  experience  has  proved  to 
be  incompatible  with  tbe  peace  and  inde* 
pendence  of  the  other  nations  of  Europe  : 

"  To  make  our  acknowledgments  to 
his  Royal  Highness,  for  having  directed 
copies  of  the  Treaties  which  have  been 
concluded  to  be  laid  before  us;  and  to 
assure  his  Royal  Highness,  that  be  may 
confidently  rely  on  the  cordial  support  of 
this  House  in  all  measures  which  it  may 
be  necessary  for  bis  Royal  Hiffhness  to 
adopt,  in  conjunction  with  bis  Majesty's 
Allies,  against  the  common  enemy  at  this 
important  crisis/' 


I/ird  Otorge  Cm^endM  said,  he  could 
not  help  thinking;  from  the  speech  of  the 
noble  lord,  that  his  Majesty's  Government 
had  now  changed  their  object,  and  that 
their  sole  intention  was  to  overturn  the 
present  Ruler  of  France,  for  the  sake  of 
replacing  the  Bourbons  on  the  throne. 
They  had  only  to  look  at  the  Treaty  of 
the  2dth  of  March,  which  established  a 
mutuality  of  interests  between  tbe  con- 
tracting parties,  to  be  convinced  that  their 
intention  was  tlie  restoration  of  that  fa* 
mily.  No  roan  felt  more  for  fallen  great* 
ness  than  he  did ;  but  every  person  mutt 
see,  whether  from  the  incapacity  of  the 
Bourbons,  or  from  an  Indisposition  on  the 
part  of  the  people  of  France  to  receive 
them  as  Sovereigns,  there  was  not  the 
smallest  chance  of  their  restoration  to 
power.  He  was  confident  if  the  House 
fooked  to  the  spirit  of  the  people  of  that 
country*— their  jealousy  of  all  external  in*- 
terference— they  would  be  convinced  that 
there  was  no  chance  of  a  settled  govern* 
ment  there,  but  what  arose  from  tbe  tx* 
temal  and  visible  circumstances  of  the 
country.  Our  experience  of  the  past 
ought  to  be  a  lesson  to  us  for  the  fotore. 
After  a  struggle,  in  which  the  best  blood 
of  the  country  bad  been  sbed^n  which 
our  finances  had  been  so  much  impaired*^ 
and  more  especially  when  the  new  con* 
test  was  not  only  of  the  most  arduotia 
description,  but  one  which,  if  we  failed, 
would  entail  disgrace  on  the  country,  we 
ought  not  to  plunge  oorselvesin  war  with* 
out  the  most  urgent  necessity.>*such  a 
necessity  as  bad  not  yet  been  made  out 
satisfactorily  to  tbe  House.  Tbe  noble 
lord  concluded  with  moving  the  following 
Amendment  to  tbe  Adrlress : 

•*  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
to  thank  him  for  bis  gracious  Message : 

"  To  express  to  his  Royal  Highness  our 
firm  determination  to  support  all  such 
measures  ae  may  be  necessary  to  enable 
his  Royal  Highness  to  maintain  tbe  honour 
of  his  Majesty's  Crown,  and  to  establish 
an  intimate  concert  with  the  Powers  of 
Europe,  for  the  protection  of  their  re« 
spective  rights  against  all  foreign  S^gres* 
sxon : 

**  To  assure  bis  Royal  Highness  that  It 
is  at  all  times  our  anxious  desire  to  give 
our  assistance  in  fulfilling  such  Treatief 
as  his  Royal  Highness  may  have  been  in^ 
duced  to  enter  into  with  these  views ;  but 
that  we  should  not  be  justified  in  express- 
ing any  approbation  of  the  eogagementa 
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«vhicb  bis  Royal  Highness  appears  to 
have  contracted,  for  maintaining  entire 
the  stipulations  determined  upon  and 
•igned  at  the  Congress  of  Vienna,  of 
ivbich,  both  as  to  their  principle  and  ex- 
tent, we  are  as  yet  wholly  uninformed: 

**  To  state  to  his  Royal  Highness,  that 
cordially  approving,  as  we  do»  of  a  de- 
fensive system,  for  preserving  the  equili- 
brium of  £urepe,and  securing  the  repose 
and  independence  of  its  states,  we  at  th^ 
same  time  feel  ourselves  bound  to  repre- 
sent to  bis  Royal  Highness  that  we  do  not 
think  a  war  undertaken  on  the  principle 
of  personally  proscribing  the  present 
Ruler  of  France,  necessary  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  those  desirable  ends'. 

"  That,  on  the  contrary,  such  a  war  ap* 
pears  to  us  questionable  in  its  principle, 
and  fraught  with  the  greatest  dangers; 
leaving  us  no  alternative,  with  a  view  to 
the  re-establishment  of  peace,  but  corn- 
plete  success  in  destroying  the  Govern- 
ment sp  proscribed,  or  humiliation  and 
disgrace,  in  submitting  to  acknowledge  it 
after  such  proscription. 

"  That  we  learn  with  satisfaction  that 
hostilities  have  not  yet  been  commenced, 
and  that  we  entreat  bis  Royal  Highness  to 
open  new  communications  with  the  Allied 
Powers,  whereby  the  engagements  now 
subsisting  between  them,  may  be  esta- 
blished on  a  defensive  principle,  more 
conducing,  as  it  appears  to  us,  to  the  in- 
terests of  this  country,  and  to  the  general 
security  of  Europe,  than  that  which  has 
been  adopted  in  the  Declaration  signed  at 
Vienna  by  the  Allies  on  the  13th  of 
March  last,  and  in  the  consequent  Treaty 
concluded  on  the  25th  of  the  same  month." 

Mr.  John  Smuh  seconded  the  amend- 
ment. He  said  he  was  averse  from  war,  as 
a  friend  to  humanity  in  the  first  place;  and 
that  to  this  objection  were  superadded  the 
very  destructive  consequences  which  it 
would  be  in  all  likelihood  the  means  of 
bringing  on  this  country.  He  was  aware 
that  it  was  urged  on  the  side  of  the  pro- 
moters qf  the  present  treaties,  that  Buo- 
naparte was  merely  upheld  by  the  army ; 
that,  the  army  was  a  banditti,  a  set  of 
robbeis  and  plunderers;  and  therefore 
there  could  be  no  security  for  peace  :  but 
this  argument  operated  against  those  who 
urged  it ;  for  if  Buonaparte's  army  were 
such  plunderers  as  ^ere  thus  described, 
if  they  had  this  insatiable  desire  for  war, 
peace  was  the  only,  or  at  least  the  surest 
method  by  which  it  was  to  be  allayed. 
Those  bad  principles  of  the  French  army 
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would  be  nurtured  and  matured  by  war  ; 
they  would  every  day  grow  stronger,  and 
it  was  by  peace  only  thai  they  could  b« 
counteracted,  and  by  degrees  worn  away. 
In  fact,  peace  was  the  most  certain  mode 
of  allaying  that  destructive  spirit  of  which 
so  much  dread  was  entertained.  It  being, 
then,  so  apparent  to  him,  that  peace  was 
the  most  desirable  object  this  country 
had  to  look  to,  it  behoved  us  to  consider 
how  the  case  stood.  Buon4part6  had  un- 
equivocally declared  his  ardent  wish  for 
peace.  In  respect  to  the  army  of  France, 
It  was  his  opinion,  that  the  efforts  of  the 
Legislature,  aided  by  the  countenance  of 
the  great  landed  proprietors,  would  be 
sufficient  to  repress,  and,  in  a  few  years, 
subdue  the  present  effervescent  spirit  of 
the  soldiery  ;  and  in, addition *to  their  en- 
deavours, Buonapart6,  he  was  convinced, 
was  more  able  than  any  man  to  repress 
and  restrain  those  men  who  looked  up 
to  him  with  so  much  enthusiasm,  in  conse- 
quence of  those  brilliant  achievements  to 
which  he  had  so  frequently  led  them.  But, 
there  was  one  argument  in  favour  of  peace, 
which  ought  to  weigh  in  an  extraordinary 
manner  on  all  his  Majesty's  ministers ; 
and  that  was,  that  give  this  country  but 
threeyears  of  peace,  and  we  should  be  able 
to  contend  against  the  whole  world.  The 
noble  lord  seemed  to  think  that  the  power 
of  Buonaparte  might,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, be  easily  subdued ;  but  he  was  not 
a  man  of  a  common  stamp.  -  Let  the 
House  recollect  what  he  had  been  able  to 
effect  immediately  after  his  return  from 
Russia.  Though  he  arrived  in  France 
after  that  disastrous  campaign  with  but  a 
small  number  of  bis  veteran  army,  he  had 
exerted  his  talents  and  activity  with  such 
extraordinary  effect,  that  in  the  month  of 
March,  1813,  he  was  enabled  to  lead  a 
new  army  across  the  Rhine,  which  for 
three  months  had  actually  kept  the  Allies 
not  only  at  bay,  but  had  brought  the  con- 
test to  a  very  doubtful  point,  had  not 
Austria  thrown  her  weight  into  the  scale  of 
the  Allied  Sovereigns  of  Russia  and  Prussia. 
After  that  event  he  had  indeed  had  his- 
hands  full.  He  was  harassed  on  all  sides ; 
till  at  length  be  made  a  false  move,  and 
lost  the  game.  If  with  such  small  meant, 
and  in  so  short  a  time  he  then  did  so  much, 
what  might  he  not  be  expected  to  do  now, 
when  he  hadsuch  astonishing  advantages  in 
his  favour  ?  It  was  generally  believed  that 
at  the  present  moment  he  was  at  the  head 
of  an  army  of  at  least  300,000  men.  Nor 
was  it  much  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it 
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WM  recollected  what  iminense  nombers  of 
bit  best  TeteraQ  soldiers  had  been  shot  op 
in  the  Tarious  strong  fortresses  in  Europe 
of  which  he  was  in  possession.    Added 
10  these,  we  were  to  look  to  the  extra* 
ordinary  nomber  of  prisoners  in  Russia 
and  this  country,  amounting  to  nearly 
800,000;  and  from  recent  accounts  which 
had  pretty  generally  gone  abroad,  all  those 
men  were  enthusiastic  in  his  favour,  and 
notwithstanding  the  length  of  their  impri- 
sonment, those  who  were  in  this  coontry, 
amounting  to  nearly  100,000,  openly  tes- 
tified their  strong  attachment  to  him  on 
efcry  occasion  that  offered,  and  betrayed 
a  resentment  against  this  country  that  was 
truly  extraordinary.    This  could  not  be 
from  ill  usage;  for  they  bad  always  been 
treated  with  every  degree  of  kindness  and 
liberality  which  their  situation  would  allow, 
and  therefore  could  only  arise  from  a  rooted 
,  attachment   to   him,    and    a  resentment 
against  any  power  that  should  attempt  to 
set  him  aside.    The  noble  lord  had  as- 
sumed, and  indeed  asserted,  that  a  great 
part  of  the  French  people  would  join  the 
Allies.    To  this,  however,  he  could  not 
give   credence.     The   whole    population 
seemed  to  have  been  so  overjoyed  at  his 
return,  and  he  had  made  his  way  to  Paris 
with  such  rapidity  and  with  so  little  inter- 
ruption, that  he  thought  it  was  in  vain  to 
hope  for  such  results  as  the  noble  lord  ap* 
peared  to  anticipate.    The  illustrious  Com- 
mander who  was  at  the  head  of  our  army 
on  the  northern  frontier  of  France,  would 
doubtless  do  every  thing  which  his  supe- 
rior talents,  and  the  known  bravery  of  the 
army  under  him,  could  possibly  effect ; 
but  he  could  not  be  supposed  to  have 
power   enough   to  withstand   the  whole 
population  of  France :  and,  therefore,  he 
thought  the  noble  lord  was  infinitely  too 
sanguine,  and  by  no  means  warranted  i  n 
supposing  that  our  efforts  were  likely  to 
be  attended  with  that  success  which  he 
seemed  to  build  upon  with  so  much  confi- 
dence.    It  gave  him  great  satisfaction  to 
hear  we  were  only  to  advance  5,000,000/.; 
ifot  at  the  same  time  it  would  give  him 
stilt  greater  pleasure,  if  the  noble  lord 
would  condescend  to  tell  the  House  on 
what  ground  he  rested  his  confidence  in 
the  fidelity  of  the  Allies.    They  had  all 
games  to  play,  and  stakes  at  issue,  which, 
in  case  of  any  reverse  of  fortune  on  th6ir 
side,  might  render  their  attachment  to  the 
common  cause   rather  dubious.     Prussia 
would,  in  such  case,  be  looking  with  a 
carefol    eye    towards    Saxony;    Austria 
(VOL- XXXI.) 


towards  Italy;  and  Russia  would  b« 
anxious  to  secure  the  footing  she  had  got 
in  Poland.  The  noble  lord,  not  much 
more  than  a  twelvemonth  ago,  bad  left 
this  country  to  assume  the  high  character 
allotted  to  him,  in  which  he  had  so  ho- 
nourably performed  his  part,  that  on  hia 
return  he  had  been  warmly  greeted  by  th« 
applauses  of  that  House  and  of  the  coontry  ; 
atid  it  must  be  truly  mortifying  to  th« 
feelings  of  the  noble  lord  to  see  that  alL 
his  tSoxit  had  been  rendered  futile  and 
of  no  avaih  Another  argument  which 
weighed  strongly  on  his  mind  against 
plunging  into  a  war  at  the  present  moment 
was,  the  state  of  our  finances,  which  waa 
certainly  not  the  most  flourishing  or  de 
sirable.  His  Majesty's  ministers  had 
among  them  gentlemen  possessing  the. first 
talents  as  far  as  regards  that  important  and 
intricate  subject.  The  right  hon.  gentle* 
man  at  the  bead  of  that  department  had 
lately  been  joined  by  another  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Hoskisson),  whose  finan* 
cial  abilities  were  generally  looked  up  to 
with  considerable  confidence.  That  right 
hon.  gentleman  had,  not  long  since,  de« 
clareu,  that  in  his  opinion  taxation  had 
arrived  at  its  utmost  limits,  and  unless  w« 
adopted  some  plan  of  economy  it  was  im« 
possible  we  could  go  on  much  longer— h« 
believed  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
then  fixed  the  period  at  two  or  three  years* 
Now  it  seemed  to  him  problematical  whe- 
ther this  war,  if  entered  upon,  would  be 
terminated  in  one  year ;  and  if  it  was  not, 
but  should  unfortunately  continue  more 
than  two  or  three  years,  either  the  right 
hon.  gentleman's  calculation  must  he  in- 
correct, or  the  country  must  be  by  that 
time  in  a  most  lamentable  situation,  for 
want  of  that  necessary  food  for  carrying 
on  a  war,  vulgarly  called  money.  Look- 
ing at  our  present  situatipn  with  regard  to 
our  finances,  he  was  free  to  confess  he 
knew  not  from  what  source  new  taxes  were 
to  be  drawn.  He  would  consider  the 
putting  down  Buonaparte,  if  he  could  be 
put  down,  as  a  most  fortunate  circumstance 
for  all  Europe  ;  but  if,  after  some  yeara 
struggle  with  him,  he  should  chance  to 
worst  the  Allies,  it  was  by  no  means  a 
pleasing,  subject  to  contemplate  what  dur 
peace  establishment  must  then  be.  He, 
therefore,  most  cordially  seconded  the 
amendment  of  his  noble  friend. 

Mr.  Grattan  rose  and  said  :•— I  sincerely 
sympathize  with  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
spoke  last,  in  his  anxiety  on  this  impor- 
tant question:  and  my  solicitude  is  in* 
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crea«e4  by  a  knowledge  that  I  dtfter  In 
opinion  from  my  oldest  politicttl  friendis. 
I  tMfe  forther  to  contend  against  th^  ad* 
ditiolMi  weight  given  to  tht  argomentii  of 
tlie  nioble  ford  wbo  mot«d  the  amehd- 
ment,  by  the  parity  of  his  mind,  the 
toeitdness  of  bis  judgment,  ami  the  eleva- 
tion of  bit  rank.  1  agree  with  my  bon. 
frienda^in  thinking  that  we  ought  not  to  im- 
pose a  gon^tnmeni  arpon  FVitn^e.  I  agree 
wkh  them  in  deprecating  the  etil  of  war ; 
but  I  di^pteeate  sttH  more  the  double  evil 
of  «  peac»  without  tecorkiesf  and  a  war 
witboot  allies.  Sir,  I  wish  it  was  a  ques- 
tion between  peace  and  war ;  but  unfor- 
tvnat^ly  f6r  ttve  country,  very  painfully 
to  us,  and  most  injurtously  to  ail  ranks  of 
Asen,  peace  is  not  in  our  option,  and  the 
real  question  hi,  whether  we  ahall  go  to 
Irar  when  our  Allies  are  asM«nbled,  or 
fight  the  battle,  when  those  Allies  shall  be 
dissipated  ? 

Sir,  the  French  Government  is  war;  it 
is  a  stratocracy,  elective,  aggressive,  and 
predatory ;  her  tfrmien  live  to  fight,  and 
fijgbt  to  live ;  thoir  constitution  is  essen- 
liat^y  war,  awd  the  «)bject  of  that  war  the 
conquest  of  Europe.  What  such  a  per- 
aon  as  Buonapart4  at  the  head  of  such  a 
consiitotMn  will  do,  ytm  may  judge  by 
what  he  h»s  done  :  fniit,  he  took  posses- 
sion af  the  greater  part  of  Europe — he 
made  his  son  King  of  Rome— he  made  his 
aon-fn-law  Viceroy  of  Ilaty*-4ie  made  his 
brother  King  of  Hotlfla.d-^e  made  his 
broih«r-in-lsw  King  of  Naples^— be  im- 
prisMied  the  King  of  Spain— ^he  banished 
the  King  of  Portugal,  and  formed  bis  plan 
for  lokisg  possession  o€  the  Crown  of 
Bngland.  Eogland  had  checked  his  de- 
aignsy  her  trident  had  stirred  up  his  em- 
pire hmn  iH  foundation  ;  he  complained 
of  her  tyranny  at  sea;  but  it  was  her 
power  at  sea  which  arrested  his  tyranny 
ot  land  :  the  navy  of  England  saved  Eu- 
rope. Knowing  this,  bo  koew  the  con- 
quest of  England  become  necessary  for 
file  aceomplishmeDt  of  the  conquest  of 
Ewope,  ond  the  destruction  of  her  marine 
necessary  for  the  conquest  of  England. 
Accordingly,  besidos  raising  an  army  of 
60,000  men  for  the  invaaion  of  England, 
be  applied  himself  to  the  destruction  of 
ber  commerce,  the  foundation  of  her  naval 
power.  .  In  pursuit  of  this  object,  and  on 
his  plan  of  a  western  empire,  he  coh«' 
oeired,  and  in  part  executed  the  design  of 
consigning  to  plunder  and  destruction,  the 
vast  regions  of  Runia ;  ho  quits  the  genial 
«liii»  of  ihe  tempcrato  ftoat— *lre  bunta 
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through  the  narroar  limits  of  on  immenso 
empite-^bo  abandons  comfort  and  seen* 
rtty,  and  he  hurries  to  the  polo,  to  ha^mrd 
thorn  all,  and  with  them  the  compantona 
of  bia  victories,  and  the  feme  and  fruito 
of  his  crimes  and  his  talents,  on  a  specu* 
lation  of  leaving  in  Europe,  throughout 
the  whole  of  its  extent,  no  one  free  or 
independent  nation :  to  oppose  this  hogo 
conception  of  mischief  and  despotism,  tho 
great  rotentate  of  the  North  is  obliged  to 
advance  to  defend,  against  tho  voracity 
of  ambition,  the  sterility  of  bis  dominions; 
be  joins  the  King  of  Prussia,  whom  Bo€^ 
napart6  had  deprived  of  the  greater  part 
of  hia  territories ;  be  joins  the  Emperor  o# 
Austria,  whom  Buonapart6  had  deprived 
of  the  piincipal  part  of  his  dominions  ; 
these  three  powers,  physical  causes,  the 
inftoenco  of  your  victories  in  Spain  and 
Portugal,  and  the  precipitation  of  his  own 
ambition,  combine  to  accomplish  his  do- 
structton.  BuonapOrt^  is  conquered,  and 
the  three  Kings  march  to  the  gates  of 
Paris— -4here  they  stand — the  late  victims 
of  hia  ambition,  and  new  the  disposers  of 
bis  destiny,  and  the  masters  of  bis  capital. 
He  had  gone  to  their  countries  (without 
provocation)  with  fire  and  sword— they 
come  to  his  (with  the  greatest  provoca- 
tion) to  give  life  and  liberty  ;  they  do  an 
act  onparalleled  in  the  annals  of  history, 
such  as  nor  envy,  nor  time,  nor  malice, 
nor  prejudice,  nor  ingratltudo  can  efface 
— -4hey  ffive  to  his  subjects  liberty,  and  to 
himself  life  and  royalty.  Posterity  will 
admire  and  crown  their  monuments  with 
glory  evertastiDg. 

Therefore,  when  he  that  states  the  eoa« 
ditions  of  the  Treaty  of  Fbntainbleao  aro 
not  performed,  he  forgets  one  of  them, 
namely,  the  condition  by  which  he  lives ; 
It  is  very  true  there  was  a  mixture  of  po- 
licy and  pi^dence  in  this  measure ;  but 
it  was  a  great  act  of  magiianimity  not- 
withstanding, and  it  is  not  in  Provideoco 
to  torn  such  an  act  to  your  disadvantage. 
With  respect  to  the  other  act,  the  mercy 
shown  to  his  people,  I  have  onder-rated 
it;  the  Allios  did  not  give  liberty  to 
France,  they  enabled  her  to  give  a  cob* 
stittition  to  herself,  a  better  constitution 
than  that  which,  with  much  laboriousnesa 
and  circumspection,  and  deliberation,  and 
procrastination,  the  philosopher  fat>ricoted 
when  the  Jacobins  trampled  down  tbo 
flimsy  work,  mordered  the  vain  philoso- 
phers, drove  out  the  craay  reformers,  and 
remained  masters  of  the  Aeld  in  tho 
triumph  of  soporior  anarchy  and  con(ii- 
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aioa ;   betl«r  tfaaii  tbat«  I  aaj«  which  tht 
Jacobin  destroyed.  b«tler  than  (bat  which 
b«  afterwards  formed^  with  some  method 
io  his  madness,  sod  more  madness  in  his 
loetiiod ;  with  such  a  horror  of  power, 
Ihat  in  his  plan  of  a  constitution,  he  left 
otti  a  govcrnmeot,    and  with  so  many 
wheels  thet  every  thing  was  in  more- 
menii  and  nothing  in  concert,  so  that  the 
machine  took  fire  from  its  own  velocity  ; 
in  the  midu  of  death  and  mirth,  with 
images   emblematic    of  the  public  dis- 
order, goddesses  of  reason  terned  fool, 
^  and  of  liberty  torned  fury  :   at  length  the 
French  found  their  advantages  in  adopting 
the  sober  and  unaffected  security  of  King. 
A  Lords,  and  Commoos.  on  the  idea  of  that 
^  form  of  gojrernment  which  your  ancestors 
procured  by  their  firmness,  and  maintained 
py  their  discretion.       This  constitution 
jBuonapari^  has  destroyed,  together  with 
the  Treaty  of  Fontainbleau  ;  and  having 
broken  both,  desires  your  confidence  :-^ 
Jlussia  confided,  and  was  deceived*— Aus^ 
Uia  confided,  and  was  deceived.     Have 
we  forgotten  the  Treaty  of  Luneville,  and 
his    abominable  conduct  to  the  Swiss? 
Spain   and  the  other  nations  of  Europe 
confided — and  all  were  deceived.   During 
the  whole  of  this  time,  he  was  charging 
on  England  the  continuation  of  the  war. 
while  he  was  breaking  his  own  treaties  of 
peace,  for  the  purpose  of  renewing  the 
war.  to  end  it  in  what  was  worse  than  war 
itself—his  conquest  of  Europe. 

But  now  he  repents,  and  will  be  faithful 
,»-he  says  so.  but  he  says  the  contrary 
also :  '*  I  protest  against  the  validity  of 
"  the  Treaty  of  Fontainbleau.  it  was  not 
''  done  with  the  consent  of  the  people; 
*'  I  protest  against  every  thing  done  in 
"  my  absence;  see  my  speech  to  the 
**  army  and  people,  see  the  speech  of  my 
''  council  to  me."  The  Treaty  of  Paris 
was  done  in  his  absence—- by  that  Treaty, 
were  returned  the  French  colonies  and 
prisoners:  thus  he  takes  life  and  empire 
from  the  Treaty  of  Fontainbleau.  with  an 
original  design  to  set  it  aside ;  and  he  takes 

Prisoners  and  colonies  from  the  Treaty  of 
ari^  which  he  af^r wards  sets  aside  also ; 
and  musters  an  army  by  a  singular  fatality, 
in  a  great  measure  composed  of  troopfl 
ivho  owe  their  enlargement,  and  of  a  chief 

.who  owea  his  life  to  the  Powers  he  fights 
with  the  resources  of  France^  who  owes  to 
those  Powers,  her  salvation.    He  gives  a 

.  reason  for  this.  ^  nothing  is  good  which 
was  done  without  the  consent  of  the  pen* 
p}ej''  ha^iii^  beea  ^^osed  by  that  people 


and  elected  by  the  army  in  their  defi^ 
ance; — ^with  such  sentiments,  which  go 
not  so  much  against  this  or  that  particow 
Treaty  as  against  the  principles  of  affi- 
ance, the  question  is,  whether  with  a  view 
to  the  security  of  Europe,  you  will  take 
the  faith  of  Napoleon^  or  the  army  of  the 
Allies  ? 

Gentlemen  maintain  that  we  are  no^ 
equal  to  the  contest,  that  is  to  say.  confe- 
derated Europe  cannot  fight  France  single^ 
handed ;  if  that  be  your  opinion,  you  are 
conquered  this  moment,  you  are    con^ 
quered  in  spirit:  but  that  is  not  your  opi- 
nion, nor  was  it  the  opinion  of  your  an- 
cestors;  they  thought,  and  I  hope  trans- 
mitted the  sentiment  as  your  birth-rightj 
that  the  armies  of  these  islands  could  al- 
ways fight,  and  fight  with  success  thei( 
own  numbers :  see  now  the  numbers  yoq 
are  to  command— by  this  Treaty  yon  are 
to  have  in  the  field  what  may  be  reckoned 
not  less  than  600,00o  men.  besides  that 
stipulated  army  you  have  at  command^ 
whtit  may  be  reckoned  as  much  more.  { 
say  you  and  the  Allies.    The  Emperor  of 
Austria  alone  has  an  army  of  500,000 
men.  of  which  120.000  were  sent  to  Italy 
to   oppose  Murat,   who  is  now  beaten; 
Austria  is  not  then  occupied  by  Morat } 
Prussia  is  not  occupied  by  the  Saxon,  nor 
Russia  by  the  Pole,  at  least  not  so  occi)- 
pied  that  they  have  not  ampl^  and  redun- 
dant forces  for  this  war:    you  have  e 
General  never  surpassed,    and  Allies  in 
heart  and  confidence.     See  now  Buona- 
parte's muster — he  has  lost  his  externa} 
dominions,  and  is  reduced  from  a  popula- 
tion of  100,000^000.  to  a  population  of 
25,000^000 :  k^«;^«>«^  t»>  j^y  l^t  t^|>  p'^^nf 
of  fascination ;  loriRoogK  oe   may  b^ 
called  the  subverter  of  kmgs,  he  has  not 
proved  to  be  the  redresser  of  grievances 
Switzerland  has  not  forgotten,  all  Euro Z' 
remembers  the  nature  of  bis  reformation* 
and  that  the  best  reform  he  introduceo 
was  worse  than  the  worst  government  he 
subverted  :  as  little  can  Spain  or  Prussia 
forgetwhatwasworseeventbanhisreforma- 
tions,  the  march  of  his  armies ;  it  was  not 
an  army,  it  was  a  military  government  in 
march,  like  the  Roman  legions  in  Rome's 
worst  time,  Italica  or  Rapax.  responsible 
to  nothing — nor  God,  nor  man.    Thus  he 
has  administered  a .  cure  to  hls^  partizans 
for  any  enthusiasm  that  might  have  been 
annexed  to  his  name,  and  is  now  reduced 
to  bis  resources  at  home  ;    it  is  at  home 
that  he  must  feed  his  armies  and  find  his 
itreogth  i  aod  at  home  he  wants  artillery^ 
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fie  wants  cai^alry ;  he  hat  no  money,  be 
has  no  credit,  he  has  no  title;  with  re- 
'sp^ct  to  his  actual  nambers,  tBey  are  not 
Ascertained,  but  it  may  be  collected 
that  they  bear  no  proportion  to  those  of 
the  Allies. 

But  gentlemen  presume  that  the  French 
nation  will  rise  in  bis  favour  as  soon  as 
we  enter  their  counti'y  :  we  entered  their 
country  before  and  they  did  not  rise  in 
his  favour,  on  the  contrary  the}"  deposed 
him — the  article  of  deposition  is  given  at 
length,  it  is  said  we  endeavour  to  impose 
m  government  on  France ;  the  French 
armies  elect  a  conqueror  for  Europe,  and 
our  resistance  to  this  conqueror  is  called 
imposing  a  government  on  France.  If  we 
put  down  this  chief,  we  relieve  France  as 
well  as  Europe  from  a  foreign  yoke ;  and 
thisdeiiveranceiscalled  the  imposition  of  a 
government  on  France;  He, — He!  im- 
posed a  government  on  France — he  im- 
posed a  foreign  yoke  on  France — he  took 
from  the  French  their  property  by  con- 
tribution—he took  their  children  by  con- 
scription— he  lost  her  her  empire,  and  (a 
thing  almost  unimaginable)  he  brought 
the  enemy  to  the  gates  of  Paris :  we,  on 
the  contrary,  formed  a  project,  as  appears 
from  a  paper  of  J  803,  which  preserved 
the  integrity  of  the  French  empire ;  the 
Allies  in  1 814  not  only  preserved  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  empire  as  it  stood  in  92, 
hut  gave  her  h^  liberty,  and  they  now 
afford  her  the  only  chance  of  redemption. 
•—Against  these  Allies,  will  France  now 
combine,  and  having  received  from  them 
her  empiie  as  it  stood  before  the  war, 
with  additioTis  in  consequence  of  their  de- 
position of  Buonaparte,  and  having  gotten 
back  her  capital,  ber  colonies,  and  her 
prisoners,  will  she  break  the  Treaty  to 
which  she  owes  them,  rise  up  against  the 
Allies  who  gave  them,  break  her  oath  of 
allegiance,  destroy  the  constitution  she 
has  formed,  depose  the  king  she  has 
chosen,  rise  up  against  her  own  deliver- 
ance, m  support  of  contribution  and  con- 
script ion,  to  perpetuate  her  political  damna- 
tion under  the  yoke  of  a  stranger  ? 

Geiiilrmen  say,  France  has  elected  him 
*— ihey  have  no  grounds  for  so  saying  ;  be 
had  been  repulsed  at  Antibes,  and  he  lost 
SO  men;  he  landed  near  Cannes  the  1st  of 
March  with  llOo;  with  this  force  he 
proceeded  to  G'asse,  Digne,  Gap,  and  on 
the  7th  he  entered  Grenoble,  he  there  got 
from  the .  deseftion  of  regiments  above 
S^OOO  mtn,  and  a  park  of  artillery ;  with 
*thia   additional   force    he    proceeded  to 
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Lyons ;    be  left  Lyons  with  tibout  7,000 
strong,  and  entered  Paris'  on  the  20tb  with 
all  the  troops  of  the  line  that  had  been 
sent  to  oppose  him ;  the  following  day  h« 
reviewed  his  troops,  and  nothing  could 
equal  the .  shouts  of  the  army,  except  the 
silence  of  the  people*— this  was,  in  the 
strictest   sense  of  the  word,  a  military 
election.     It  was  an  act  where  the  Army 
deposed  the  civil  Government— it  was  the 
march  of  a  military  chief  over  a  conquered 
people.    The  nation  did  not  rise  to  resist 
Buonaparte  or  defend  Louis,  because  the 
nation  could  not  rise  upon  the  army ;  her 
mind  as  well  as  her  constitution  was  con« 
quered ;  in  fact,  there  was  no  natiop—  ^ 
every  thing  was  army,  and  every  thing  ■ 
was  conquest.     Buonaparte,  it  seems,  is  to 
reconcile  every  thing  by  the  gift  of  a  free 
constitution — be  took  possession  of  Hol- 
land, he  did  not  give  her  i^  free  constita- 
lion— he   took   possession  of   Spain,    be 
did  not  give  her  a  free  constitution — he 
took  possession  of  Switzerland,  whose  in* 
dependence  he  had  guaranteed,  be  did 
not  give  her  a  free  constitution — he  took 
possession  of  Italy,  he  did  not  give  her 
a  free  constitution  ;  he  took  possession  of 
France,    he    did    not    give  her  a    free 
constitution';    on    the   contrary,    he  de* 
stroyed  the  Directorial  constitution,    he 
destroyed  the  Consular  constitution,  and 
he  destroyed  the  late  constitution,, formed 
on  the  plan  of  England.     But  now  be  is, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Jacobin,  to  give 
her  liberty ;    that  is,  the  man  who  can 
bear  no  freedom,'  unites  to  form  a  consti- 
tution  with  a  body  who  can  bear  no  go* 
vernment    In  the  mean  time,  while  he 
professes  liberty,    he  exercises  despotic 
power;  he  annihilates  the  nobles,  he  ba« 
nishes  the  deputies  of  the  people,  and  he 
sequesters  the  property  of  the  emigrants '; 
"  now  he  is  to  give  liberty  \"     I  have 
seen  his  constitution,  as  exhibited  in  the 
newspaper— there  are  faults  innumerable 
in  the   frame  of  it,    and   more   in  the 
manner   of   accepting   it :    it    is    to  be 
passed  by  subscription  without  discussion, 
the  troops  are  to  send  deputies,  and  the 
army  is  to  preside.    There  is  some  cun-^ 
ning,  however,  in  making  the  subscribera 
to  the  constitution  renounce  the  House  of 
Bourbon,  they  are  to  give  their  word  for 
the  deposition  of  the  King,  and  take  Na- 
poleon's word  for  their  own  libeily ;  the 
ofier  imports  nothing  which  can' be  relied 
on,  except  that  he  is  afraid  of  the  ADies. 
Disperse  the  alliance,  and  farewell  to  the 
liberty  of  France,  and  safety  of  &urope« 
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Under  this  head  of  ability  to  combat 
Boonapan^y  I  tbiok  we  iboold  not  despair. 
Witb  respect  to  the  justice  of  the  cause, 
weniiist  obsenrtr,  BuoDapart^  has  broken 
the  Treaty  of  Fontainbleau— -be  confesses 
it..he  declares  be  never  considered  him- 
self as  bound  by  it:  if>  then,  that  Treaty 
is  out  of  the  way,  he  is  as  he  was  before  it 
—at  war.  As  Emperor  of  the  French, 
he  has  broken  the  Treaty  pf  Paris — that 
Treaty  was  founded  on  his  abdication ; 
when  he  proposes  to  observe  the  Treaty  of 
Paris,  be  proposes  what  he  cannot  do,  un* 
less  he  abdicates. 
M  The  proposition  that  we  should  not 
nnterfere  with  the  government  of  other 
Mnatiuns  is  true,  but  true  with  qualifica- 
^tioBs — if  the  government  of  any  other 
country  contains  an  insurrectionary  prin- 
ciple as  France  did,  when  she  oflered  to 
aid  the  inaorrections  of  her  neighbours, 
your  interference  is  warranted  ;  if  the 
goveinment  of  another  country  contains 
the  principle  of  universal  empire,  as 
France  did,  ami  promulgated,  your  inter* 
ference  is  jostiBable.  Gentlemen  may 
call  this,  internal  government,  but  I  call 
this,  conspiracy,  if  the  government  of 
another  country  maintains  a  predatory 
army  such  as  Buonaparte's,  with  a  view 
to  hostility  and  conquest,  your  interfe- 
rence is  just.  He  may  call  this,  internal 
government,  but  I  call  this  a  preparation 
for  war.  Mo  doubt  he  will  accompany 
this  with  offers  of  peace ;  but  such  offers 
of  peac^  are  nothing  more  than  one  of 
the  arts  of  war,  attended,  most  assuredly, 
by  charging  on  you  the  odium  of  a  long 
and  protracted  contest,  and  with  much 
common  place,  and  many  good  saws  and 
sayings,  of  the  miseries  of  bloodshed,  and 
the  savings  and  good  husbandry  of  peace, 
and  the  comforts  of  a  quiet  life;  but  if  you 
listen  to  this,-  you  will  be  much  deceived— 
not  only  deceived,  but  yoQ  will  be  beaten. 
Again,    if   the    government  of  another 

i country  covers  more  ground  in  Europe, 
and  tiestroy s  the  balance  of-  power,  so  as 
to  threaten  the  independence  of  other 
nations,  this  is  a  cause  of  your  interference. 
§ach  was  the  principle  upon  which  we 
acted  in  the  best  times;  such  was  the 
principle  of  the  grand  alliance ;  such  the 
'triple  alliance ;  and  such- the  quadruple ; 
and  by  such  principles  has  Europe  not 
only  been  regulated,  but  protected.     If  a 

•  foreign  government  does  any  of  those  acts 
I  have  mentioned,  we  have  a  cause  of 

•  "war ;  hot  if  a  foreign  power  does  all  of 
them,  forms  a  conspiracy  for  uniTersa) 
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empire,  keeps  op  an  army  for  that  pur* 
pose,  employs  that  army  to  overturn  the 
balance  of  power,  and  attempts  the  con- 
quest of  Europe— attempts,  do  I  say  ?— in 
a  great  degree  achieves  it,  (for  what  else 
was  Buonaparte's  dominion  before  thti 
battle  of  Leipsic  ?)  and  then  receivea 
an  overthrow,  owes  its  deliverance  to 
treaties  which  give  that  power  its  life, 
and  these  countries  their  security,  (for 
what  did  you  get  from  France  but  seco- 
rity  ?) — if  this  power,  I  say,  avails  itself 
of  the  conditions  in  the  Treaties,  which 
give  it  colonies,  prisoners,  and  deliver- 
ance, and  breaks  those  conditions  which 
give  you  security,  and  resumes  the  same 
situation,  which  renders  him  capable  of 
doing  the  same  mischief ;  has  England,  or 
has  she  not,  a  right  of  war  ? 

Having  considered  the  two  questions^ 
that  of  ability  and  that  of  right,  and 
having  shown  that  you  are  justified  on 
either  consideration  to  go  to  war;  let  me 
now  suppose,  that  you  treat  for  peace— 
first,  you  will  have  a  peace  upon  a  war 
establishment,  and  then  a  war  without 
your  present  Allies :  it  is  not  certain  tKat 
you  will  have  any  of  them  ;  but  it  is  cer- 
tain that  you  will  not  have  the  same  com* 
bination,  while  Boonapart^  increases  his 
power,  by  confirmation  of  his  title,  and 
by  further  preparation ;  so  that  you  will 
have  a  bad  peace  and  a  bad  war.  Were 
I  disposed  to  treat  for  peace,  I  would  not 
agree  to  the  amendment,  because  it  dis« 
perses  your  Allies,  and  strengthens  your 
enemy,  and  says  to  both,  we  will  quit  our 
alliance  to  confirm  Napoleon  on  the  throne 
of  France,  that  he  may  hereafter  more 
advantageously  fight  us,  as  he  did  before, 
for  the  throne  of  England. 

Gentlemen  set  forth  the  pretensions  of 
Buonaparte — gentlemen  say,  that  he  has 
given  liberty  to  the  press.  He  has  given 
liberty  to  publication,  to  be  afterwards 
tried  and  punished  according  to  the  pre- 
sent constitution  of  France,  as  a  military 
chief  pleases;  that  is  to  say,  he  has  given 
liberty  to  the  French  to  hang  themselves. 
Gentlemen  say,  he  has  in  his  dominions 
abolished  the  Slave  Trade— I  am  unwilling 
to  deny  him  praise  for  such  an  act ;  but 
if  we  praise  him  for  giving  liberty  to  the 
African,  let  us  not  assist  him  in  imposing 
slavery  on  the  European.  Gentlemen 
say,  will  you  make  war  upon  character? 
but  the  question  is,  will  you  trust  a  go- 
vernment without  one  ?  w  bat  will  you  do 
if  you  are  conquered,  say  gentlemen — I 
answer,  the  yery  thing  you  most  do,  if 
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yoa  treat— -abandon  tbeLow  Coonlriaf. 
Sut  tbe  quMiion  ia«  in  which  case  are  you 
most  likely  to  be  oonqucred,  with  mllies 
or  without  them  ?  Either  yoa  must 
abandon  the  Low  Countries*  or  yoU  most 
preserve  them  by  arms ;  lor  B<ioaapart6 
will  not  be  withheld  by  treaty.  If  yoa 
abandon  them,  you  will  lose  your  situa- 
tion on  the  globe*  and,  instead  of  being  a 
medium  of  communication  and  commerce 
between  the  Haw  World  and  the  Old,  yoo 
will  become  an  anxioos  station  between 
two  fires— the  continent  of  America,  ren- 
dered hostile  by  the  intrigues  of  France, 
and  the  continent  of  Europe  possessed  by 
ber-arms.  It  then  remains  for  you  to  de* 
termine,  if  you  do  not  abandon  the  Low 
Coantries,  in  what  way  you  mean  to  de- 
fend them,  alone  or  with  allies. 

Gentlemen  complain  of  the  AUies,  and 
say,  they  have  partitioned  soch  a  country, 
and  transferred  such  a  country,  and  seiaed 
on  soch  a  country.  What !  will  they 
quarrel  with  ibeir  Ally,  who  has  possessed 
himself  of  a  part  of  Saxony,  and  shake  hands 
with  Buonaparte,  who  proposed  to  take 
possession  of  England  ?  If  a  prince  takes 
Venice,  we  are  indignant ;  but  if  be  seiaes 
on  a  great  part  of  Europe,  stands  covered 
with  tbe  blood  of  millions,  and  the  spoils 
of  half  mankind,  our  indignation  ceases; 
vice  becomes  gigantic,  conquers  the  un- 
derstanding, and  mankind  begin  by  wonder, 
and  conclude  by  worship.  The  character 
of  BtM»napart£  is  admirably  calculated  for 
this  «ifect — he  infests  himself  with  much 
theatrical  grandeur  ;  he  is  a  great  actor 
in  the  tragedy  of  his  own  Government ; 
the  fire  of  his  genios  precipitates  on  ani> 
▼ersal  empire,  certain  to  destroy  his 
neighbours  or  himself;  better  formed  to 
Hcqoire  empire  than  to  keep  it,  he  is  a 
hero  and  a  calamity,  formed  to  punish 
France,  and  to  perplex  Europe. 

The  authority  of  Mr.  Fux  has  been  al- 
luded to^-a  great  authority/  and  a  great 
nan;  his  name  excites  tenderness  and 
wonder— -to  do  justice  to  that  immortal 

{arson,  you  must  not  limit  your  view  to 
is  country  ;  bis  genius^  was  not  confined 
to  England,  it  acted  three  hundred  miles 
ofi;  in  breaking  the  chains  of  Ireland;  it 
was  seen  three  thousand  miles  ofi*  in  com- 
municating freedom  to  the  Americans :  it 
was  visible,  I  know  not  how  far  off,  in 
•meliorating  the  condition  of  the  Indian ; 
it  was  disceroible  on  the  coaat  of  Africa, 
in  accomplishing  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade.  Yoo  are  to  measure  the  magni* 
tndo  of  bi«  niod  by  parallels  of  lalimde. 
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His  heart  was  as  soft  as  that  of  a  wpman— - 
his  intellect  was  adaouuU— 4us  weaknossof 
were  virtues,  they  protected  him  against 
tbe  hard  habit  of  a  politician*  and  aasist^4 
nature  to  make  him  amiabie  and  intereal* 
ing.  The  question  discuased  by  Mr.  Foi; 
in  02,  was,  whether  yoo  would  treat  with 
a  re.volutioaar)'  government  P^^^^tbe  present 
is,  whether  you  will  confirm  a  military 
and  a  hostile  one  ?  You  will  observe,  thai 
when  Mr.  Fox  was  willing  to  treat,  the 
French,  it  was  understood,  wore  ready  to 
evacuate  the  Low  Countries,  If  you  coor 
firm  the  present  Government,  you  must 
expect  to  lose  them.  Mr.  Fox  objected 
to  the  idea  of  driving  France  upon  heri 
resources,  lest  yon  should  make  her  a| 
military  government.  The  question  now 
is,  whether  you  will  make  that  military 
government  perpetual  ?  I  therefore  do 
not  think  the  theory  of  Mr.  Fox  can  be 
quoted  against  us;  and  the  practice  of 
Mr.  Fox  tends  to  esublish  our  proposition, 
for  he  treated  with  Buonaparte  and  failed. 
Mr.  Fox  was  tenacious  of  England,  and 
would  never  yield  an  iota  of  her  siipe«- 
riority ;  but  the  failure  of  the  attempt  to 
treat  was  to  be  fonnd,  not  in  Mr.  Fox,  bnt 
in  Buonaparte. 

On  the  French  sobjoct,  speaking  of 
authority,  we  cannot  forget  Mr.  Burke— 
Mr.  Burke,  the  prodigy  of  natiire  and  ac- 
quisition :  he  read  every,  thing,  he  saw 
every  thing,  he  foresaw  every  thing— bis 
knowledge  of  history  amounted  to  a  power 
of  foretelling ;  and  when  be  perceived  the 
wild  work  that  was  doing  in  France,  that 
great  political  physician,  intelligent  of 
symptoms,  distinguished  between  the  ac- 
cess of  fever  and  the  force  of  health :  and 
what  other  men  conceived  to  be  the  vi- 
gour of  her  constitution,  he  knevy  to  be  no 
more  than  the  paroxysm  of  her  madness, 
and  then,  prophet-like,  he  pronounced 
the  destinies  of  France,  and,  in  bis  pro- 
phetic fury,  admonished  nations* 

Gentlemen  speak  of  the  Bourbon  familys 


have  already  said,  we  should  not  force 
the  Bourbon  upon  Fran<fe;  but  w^  owe  it  ^ 
to  departed  (I  would  rather  say  to  inter-  ^^ 
rupted)  greatness,  to  observe,  that  tho.J 
House  of  Bourbon  waa  not  tyrannical ; 
under  her  every  thing,  except  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  country,  was  opcfn  to 
animadvereton ;  every  subject  was  open 
to  discussion,  philosophical,  eccleaiastical 
and  political ;  so  that  learni^g»  and  artty 
and  sciences,  made  progress^-^ven  Bng- 
land  consented  to  borrow  not  a  little  from 
the  tentpernte  oueridian  of  tbftt  Gof  em- 
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«ent — ^her  C<Nirt  Mood  controlled  by  opi* 
bIoh,  limiled  bf  principles  of  bononr,  and 
•oftoned  by  the  infteence  of  manner*-^ 
and*  on  the  whole,  there  was  an  aasenity 
Hi  the  condition  of  France,  which  ren- 
dered the  French  an  amiaMe,  an  en- 
lightened, a  pliant,  and  accomplished 
race :  orer  this  gallant  race  yon  see  im- 
poeed  an  oriental  despotism;  their  pro- 
aent  Conrt  hu  gotten  the  idiom  of  the  East 
as  well  as  her  constitetion ;  a  fkntastic 
and  barbaric  expression,  an  unreality, 
which  lenres  in  the  shade  the  modesty  of 
truth,  and  states  nothing  as  it  is,  and 
erery  thing  as  it  is  not :  the  attitude  is 
afiecied,  the  taste  is  corrupted,  and  the 
intellect  perrerted.  Do  you  wish  to  con- 
Arm  this  military  tyranny  in  the  heart  of 
Europe  I — a  tyranny  founded  on  the  tri- 
umph of  the'  army  over  the  principles  of 
cif  il  goTemment— an  experiment  to  relax 
the  moral  and  religious  influences,  and  to 
•et  heaven  and  terth  adrift  from  one  ano* 
ther  -^  an  msurrectfemn'y  hope  to  every 
bad  man  in  the  community,  and  a  frightful 
lesson  of  profit  and  power,  vested  in  those 
who  have  pandered  their  allegiance  from 
King  to  Emperor,  aTtd  now  found  their 
pretensions  to  domination  on  the  merit  of 
breaking  their  oathft,  and  deposing  their 
Sovereign.  Should  you  do  any  thing  so 
monstrous  as  to  leave  your  Allies  in  order 
to  confirm  such  a  system,  should  you  for- 
get your  name,  forget  your  ancestors^  and 
the  tnberftance  they  have  left  yon  of 
morality  and  renown,  should  you  astonish 
Europe  by  quitting  your  Allies  to  render 
nnmortal  sach  a  composition,  would  not 
the  nations  exclaim,  ^'  You  have  very 
«•  providently  watched  over  our  interests, 
"  and  very  generously  have  yon  contrt- 
<'  buted  to  our  serv»ee-*and  do  you  falter 
<«  new  y*  <*  In  vain  have  you  stopped  tn 
««  your  own  person  the  flying  fortunes  of 
«  Europe,  in  vain  have  you  taken  the 
«  eagle  of  Napoleon,  and  snatched  in- 
•«  vincibflity  fnnn  his  standard,  if  now, 
**  when  confederated  Europe  is  ready  to 
<«  march,  you  take  the  lead  in  the  deser* 
''  tion,  and  preach  the  penitence  of  Buo- 
''.naparte  and  the  poverty  of  England/' 

As  to  her  poverty,  you  must  not  consider 
lAie  money  you  spend  in  your  defence, 
but  the  fortune  you  would  lose  if  you  were 
not  defended-^and  further,  you  must  re* 
collect  you  will  pay  less  to  an  hnmediate 
war,  than  to  peace  with  a  war  establish* 
stent,  and  a  war  to  follow  h— •recollect 
ftirther,  that  whatever  be  your  resources, 
tbey  must  outlast  those  of  aH  your  ene- 


mtet;  and  further,  that  yoor  empire  can« 
not  be  saved  by  a  calculation :  besides, 
your  wealth  is  only  part  of  yonr  sitnatioa 
•^the  name  yon  ha?e  established,  the 
deeds  you  have  achieved,  and  the  port  yon 
have  sustained,  preclude  you  from  a  second 
place  among  nations ;  and  when  yon  cease 
to  be  the  ftrst,  yon  are  nothing. 

Sir  EtoikU  Bwrdeii  said,  he  had  hoped 
it  would  have  fallen  to  an  abler  hand  to 
answer  the  elegant  appeal  which  had  htttk 
made  to  the  passions  of  the  House, — an 
appenl  which  contained,  together  with  the 
most  brilliant  antitheses  and  the  most  Ta-> 
rions  talent,  the  most  exaggerated  state* 
ments,  not  inferior  to  those  which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  pointed  out  in  the 
state  papen  of  the  Frencn  mier.  Ha 
nevertheless,  should  venture  to  make  a 
few  observations  on  the  justice  and  on  the 
expediency  of  entering  upon  a  war  for  the 
re-establishment  in  France  of  a  family 
twice  proscribed.  It  was  the  same  to  say 
to  France,  you  shall  have  this  government, 
as  to  say,  you  shall  not  have  that  other 
government ;  because  the  threat  Implied  a 
power  to  conquer  the  country  in  question^ 
and  to  whatever  end  it  was  applied,  it  alike 
showed  a  power  to  conquer  the  nation 
against  whom  it  was  directed.  The  efec* 
tion  of  Bttonaparl4  had  been  made  not  only 
by  a  great  majority  of  the  people,  but  \rf 
a  greater  majority  than  had  ever  elected 
any  other  monarch;  for  the  duke  of  An» 
gouleme  had  stated,  that  the  few  troops 
which  he  had  with  him  remained  faithfol 
to  the  Bourbons,  till  seduced  by  the  per- 
suasions or  menaces  of  the  population  of 
the  country.  When  Buonaparte  first  landed 
m  France  he  was  supported  by  a  very 
small  number  of  troops,  much  smaller  than 
that  by  which  king  William  was  supported 
when  he  landed  in  this  country.  When 
we  recollected  the  principles  on  which  our 
ancestors  proceetled,  the  indignation  which 
was  folt  by  them  at  that  princtple  which 
was  now  called  the  support  of  legitimate 
sovereigns,  and  how  successfully  they  had 
contended  against  it ;  we  were  not  accuse 
tomed  to  survey  them  with  regret,  but 
with  exultation.  Our  ancestors,  indeed, 
went  greater  lengths  than  he  could  ap- 
prore  of— they  set  a  price  on  the  head  of 
the  person  who  was,  according  to  the  laws 
of  hereditary  succession,  the  legitimate 
monarch.  They  placed  him  in  the  situa- 
tion in  which  the  Declaration  of  Vienna 
placed  Boonapart€,  and  authorized  the 
assassin  to  aim  the  dagj^r  against  him. 
As  to  the  States  who  were  now  armed 
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against  Baonapart^,  they  bad*  when  there 
was  an  opportunity  to  gratify  their  lust  of 
power*  shown  as  little  regard  to  treaties  as 
Baonapart6;  they  bad  broken  all  engage- 
ments with  one  another,  with   hioif  and 
with  this  country.     They  had  all  joined 
with  Buonaparte  at  different  times  against 
OS  ;   witness  the  armed  neutrality*  the  ap- 
propriation of  Hanover  by  Prussia*  wit- 
ness the  various  alliances  of  Austria  with 
France.    The  Powers  who  now  accused 
Buonaparte  of  breach  of  treaty*  were  those 
who  divided  Poland ;  after  committing  the 
most  horrid  atrocities  in  that   unhappy 
country*  and  reeking  with  its  bloody  they 
proceeded    to  play  the    same  game  in 
France,  had  their  power  been  equal  to 
their  cupidity.    They  were  driven  back 
with  shame*  and  it  was  to  be  recollected* 
that  at  the  time  of  the  first  attack  on  France* 
not  only  was  the  French  army  in  a  much 
worse  state  than  at  present,  but  a  civil  war 
raged  in  La  Vendee;  and  we  were  then 
told*  as  we  were  tiow  told*  that  she  was  on 
the  verge  of  bankruptcy*  and  without  men, 
money,  or  arms*    The  destruction  of  the 
power  which  the  aggression  of  the  Allies 
established*  was  owmg  to  causes  quite  un* 
connected  with  the  efforts  of  this  country. 
Buonaparte's  own  rashness  and  precipita- 
tion overturned  that  fabric  of  French  great- 
ness, against  which  all  the  rest  of  Europe 
had  wasted  their  strength  in  vain.     When 
the  fortune  of  that  man  began  to  turn*  his 
ruin  was  consummated  by  the  breach  of 
their  treaties  on  the  part  of  the  Allies — 
conduct  justifiable*  perhaps*  because  those 
treaties  were   imposed  on   them   by  his 
Boperior  power  against   their  own   will. 
But  was  that  treaty  by  which  Buonaparte 
retired  to  Elba*  a  voluntary  engagementv 
on   bis  part*-or  was  it  more  cheerfully 
entered  into  than  those  treaties  of  alliance 
which  bound  Austria,  Prusiiia,  and  Bavaria* 
to  Napoleon*  and  which  those  Powers  vio- 
lated without  the  least  remorse  or  pretext? 
Where,  then*  was  the  difference  between 
those  Powers  and  Buonaparte  ?  We  should 
recollect*  that  the  name  of  the  Bourbons, 
whom  we  now  attempted  to  re-establish, 
had'  been  held  synonimous  with  perfidy  ; 
and  it  had  been  said  by  an  historian  of  our 
own*  that  Louis  14  had  been  unlucky*  be- 
cause be  had  never  found  any  good  pre- 
tence for  breaking  those  treaties  which  he 
^always  violated  when  it  suited  the  purpose 
of  his  ambition.     The  emperor  of   the 
J^Vench  was  therefore*  except  in  point  of 
talents,  much  on  a  par  wiih  other  monarchs. 
Resides,  we  had  not  been  faultless  towards 
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him :  witness  the  Treikty  of  Amiens.    W^ 
had  brpkeo  that  treaty  on  false  preteqces* 
and  had  refused  to  give  up  Malta,  which 
we  stipulated   to  deliver    to   him.     We 
should  remember  also  the  violence  done  to 
the  French  ambassadors  under  the  Austrian 
protection*  when  they  were  forced  out  of 
Rastadt   and   attacked    by   the  Austrian 
Hussars*  and  their  dispatches  taken  from 
them.     There  was  much  to    blame  and 
much  to  lament  in  the  conduct  of  all  par- 
ties during  the  late  twenty  years  war;  but 
there  was  much*  also,  from  which   we 
should  learn.     When  there  was  nothing  to 
fear  but  from  French  principles*  this  coun* 
try   and    the    other    Powers    of   Europe 
marched  to.  put  an  ^nd  to  those  princi- 
ples—by that  act  France  was  erected  int6 
a  great  military  nation*  and  the  conse- 
quence which  naturally  followed  was*  that 
she  subdued  almost  all  the  states  of  Europe. 
That  Power  was  now  by  accident  reduced 
again  within  its  ancient  limits*  and  should 
we,  by  a  new  attack  upon  its  independence, 
drive  it  again  to  exert  its  strength,  which 
nothing  but  an  assault  upon  its  feelings 
could  arouse  ?     We  had  seea  the  conduct 
of  the  Allied  Powers*  when  they  had*  to 
use  their  own  phrase,  delivered  Europe  I 
They  set  up  and  cast  down  according  to 
their  will,  and  obliterated  states  from  the 
face  of  Europe;  delivered  nations  to  rulers 
whom  they  abhorred,  and  had  shown  re- 
spect neither  to  the  feelings  of  the. people* 
Bor  to  what  had  been  called  the  legitl* 
macy  of  sovereigns.     With   this   rotten 
state  of  Europe  we  were  about  to  enter 
on  a  crusade  against  ah  individual,  be* 
cause  we  could  not  rely  on  his  word.     If 
Buonaparte  had  no  monarchs  in  aliiance 
with  him,  he  could  not  fail  to  hav>  allies 
among  the  people.     Would  not  Holland* 
Saxony*  Genoa*  Poland*  and  Italy,  sop- 
port  him*  as  soon  as  they  had  an  opporto* 
nity  to  do  so  ?     But  on  the  French  we 
msbde  it  imperative  to  support  him*  unless 
they  were  such  mere  idiots  as  were  de- 
scribed by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
spoke  last,  as  to  suppose  that  the  Allies 
marched  in  support  of  the  Bourbons  from 
a  disinterested  love  of  liberty.     When  an> 
invasion  was  threatened*  whatever  difier- 
ences  existed  before*  the  dan^ter  'would 
accommodate*    and   Buonaparte,    as   the 
greatest  general*  must  be  the  leader  of  aa 
insulted  and  unanimous  nation.     If  Buo- 
naparte was  of  that  unrelenting'  mind 
which  he  was  described   to  possess*  wo 
should  afford  him  an  opportunity  to  re* 
establish  that  enormous  power  which  he 
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bad  once  poneated.     We  made  the  war 
neceuary  to  France,  aod  therefore  just ; 
for  a  menace  on  the  moat  insignificant 
sabject  was  a  violation  of  independence. 
This  country  bad  onfortonalely  become 
entangled  in  German  poliiics ;   and  while 
we  had  all  (be  disadvantage  of  being  en* 
paged  in  every  continental  war,  we  had, 
it  was  true,  the  advantage  of  paying  all 
oar  Allies;  and  while  we  had  the  greatest 
solicitude  for  the  welfare  of  every  other 
couniry^  we  had  the  most  magnanimoos 
disregard  of  oor  own  liberties  and  consti« 
tution.— The  bon.  baronet  then   took  a 
survey  of  the  conduct  of  this  country  to« 
wards  Ferdinand  7,  and  the  Spanish  Cortes; 
and  conclodedt  that  from  the  indications 
given  by  our  Government  in  those  trans* 
actions*  the  pretext  for  war  with  Buona* 
pariej  was  not  the  real  cause.     He  asked, 
had  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaties  of  the 
Allies  been  kept  with  Buonaparte?     Had 
they  not  all  been  violated  ?    and  was  it 
not  even  in  contemplation  to  remove  him 
from  Elba  ?    If  such  was  the  case,  it  was 
magnanimous,  as  well  as  wise  in  Buona* 
part6  to  appeal  again  to  the  people  of 
France,  by  putting  his  life  in  the  hand  of 
every  Frenchman  who  chose  to  take  it, 
or  of  Louis,  if  he  could  have  raised,  out 
of  thirty  millions  q(  subjects,  a  few  thou- 
sand adherents.    The  pretence,  that  if  we 
forbore  to  make  war  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, we  should  never  be  able  to  keep 
our  Allies  together,  was  no  great  compli- 
ment to  them,  because  it  supposed  tbat 
same  faithlessness  to   exist  in  them  for 
which  we  declared  war  against  Buona* 
parte.    If,  too,  we  could  conquer  France 
with  our  three  AUiesj  could  we  not  with 
them  defend  ourselves  against  her  }     The 
hon.  baronet  then  forcibly  remarked  on 
the  impolicy  of  making  an  independent 
state  of  Belgium,   which    oor  ancestors 
bad  always  held  to-  be  the  best  security 
against  aggression  from  France  when  in 
the  hands  of  another  great  Power;  and 
concluded  by  observing,  that  if  the  prin- 
ciple of  interfering  in  the  concerns  of  a 
foreign  government   was   once  acknow- 
ledged, wars  would  be  eternal,  unless  a 
perfect  similarity  existed  in  all  the  go- 
vernments of  Europe— the  Power  inter- 
fering being  the  judge,  despotic  govern- 
ments would  always  be  at  war  against 
free  states,  the  principles  of  vbe  tvyg  being 
directly  hostile:    as. the  war,  therefore, 
was  neither  just  nor  necessary,  be  should 
support  I  he  amendment. , 
Mr.  Ltrw  inoagined  that  tbo  bop,  barcnat 
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had  referrtd  to  any  journals  bol  those  of 
the  House,  and  had   argued  from  any^ 
principles  but  those  recognised  by  ibe* 
Legislature  on  so  many  occasions.    .He 
coald  not  conceive  at  what  period  it  was 
that  the  enemy  dated  hii  triumphs  in  ne- ' 
gociation,  becanse  the  meriu  of  every 
neffociation  could  at  last  only  be  judged 
of  by  a  succession  of  events:  but  looking 
at  the  future  cqurse  of  events,  as  far  as  it 
was  permitted  for  us  to  see,  he  thought  we 
might  reasonably  entertain  the  hope  thai 
so  vast  a  train  of  successes  as  bad  lately- 
occurred,  had  not  occurred  in  vain. 

Mr.  fVjfim  defended  the  general  right  of 
interfering  with  the  internal  government 
of  another,  and  supported  the  principle 
by  adducing  arguments  from  the  history, 
of  the  various  alliances  in  Europe  formed 
for  that  express  purpose.  -  He  said  he 
would  not  rely  on  any  improvement  in 
the  disposition  of  Buonaparte,  nor  repose: 
on  any  arguments  deduced  from  the  age 
of  Boonapartf.    His  age  was  forty-siat-^. 
the  same  as  the  duke  of  Wellington ;  and 
sorely  no  one  could  say  that  the  eiBciencj 
of  either  was  impaired  by  it.     He  re* 
marked  on  the  military  preparations  made* 
by  Buonaparte  when  he  proposed  his  new 
constitution  at  the  Champ  de  Mai,  and. 
contrasted  it  with  the  custom  in  England, 
where  the  military  force  were  removed 
during  every  popular  discussion.    It  was 
said  tbat  Buonaparte  .lost  his  empire  be« 
cause  he  had  made  one  false  moye ;   the . 
fact  was,  he  was  so  closely  pressed  on  all. 
sides,  that  be  had  no  good  move  left,  and 
was,  therefore,  compelled  to  make  a  false « 
one.    But  that  necessity  was  evidently' 
occasioned  by  the  various  judicious  move-«> 
ments  that  had  been  previously  made*. 
That  Buonapart6  was  supported  princi-^ 
pally  by  the  soldiery,  was  veryiclear«* 
What  did  he  say  in  bis  different  procla- 
mations?  why,  he  promised  tbat  every, 
thing  should  be  done  for  the  honour  and 
the  advantage  of  the  military.    The  main; 
sin  alleged  against  ibe  Government  of  the  r 
Bourbons  was,  tbat  under  it  the  interest  of 
the  soldiery  wa^  not  provided  for ;  and  it 
was  no  wonder  that  they  should  adhere* 
U)  that  ruler  who  pledged  himself  to  sni^. 
nister  to  their  vanity  and  their  ambition. 
In  no  instance  did  the  people  appear  to. 
hail  the  return  of  Boonaparl^  with  lively 
satisfaction.      Tbrongbont    bis    progress 
they  seemed  to  be  buried  in  apathy.   The 
^question  ^as,  wbetber  the.  House  would, 
now  oppose  this  individual,-r--who.bad  so 
long  disturbed  Eoropa  wilMtii  ma^bia^N 
(2F) 
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tioo»— oi>  vut'  luHil  ht  wat  ill « liioaiMii 
agaia  lo  reaew  his  ftggMaitoBi?  The 
noble  brd  had  bean  wStdt  *'  Gaa  you 
itate  tbal  IherairiU  be  ao  &liifig«#ff  in 
the  CoalitioD  r  UndoahtadHj  he  nmM 
not ;  for  OTery  aUiance  was  mli^t  to  the 
operation  of  human  feelings  and  hntaian 
passions.  Bat  was  it  pmdent^  bceaoae  m 
chance  of  its  diesolatien  existed/  thai  they 
shoold  step  forward,  and  precipitate  that 
event  f  Under  all  the  oircaiiMtanees  he 
should  certainiy  vote  for  the  Address.  II 
they  agreed  to  treat,  and  oven  conduded 
a  peace  with  the  present  Oorernment  of 
7rance»  they  wonld  gain  nothing  by  it; 
since  they  wonld  still  be  obliged  to  keep 
np  an  ieamense  military  force  for  the 
secofity  of  the  country. 

Mr.  AnMa%  said,  he  dBrtatnly  never 
rose  under  the  opcratieii  «f  such  painful 
emotions  on  any  former  question,  as  he 
felt  on  the  present  occasion ;  became,  in 
voting  as  he  thould  do,  he  was  compelted 
to  diAr  from  those,  and  particularly  from 
n  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Grattan)  who  had 
recently  spoken,  with  whom  he  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  acting  during  the  whole 
cauras  of  •  lo^  ppHttcal  life.  It  was  not 
hi  his  power,  alter  the  most  carefhl  and 
ecaet  consideration  of  this  important  sub- 
ject, to  bring  his  mind  to  adopt  that 
course  of  poKcy,  which  his  Msjes^f's 
ministers  recommonded  to  the  House,  and 
which  his  right  hon.  friend  had  so  power- 
folly  and  so  eIo()uentiy  supported.  If 
minieters  had  depended  entirely  on  them- 
selves far  the  display  and  defence  of  their 
own  measures,  it  would  not  have  been  very 
difficult  to  encounter  them :  but  ho  felt  ft 
almost  impossible  eo  combat  the  eloquence 
of  his  right  hon.  friendi  and  to  oppose  that 
voice  which  h^  hitherto  been  always 
exerted  in  proclaiming  sentiments  similar 
to  his  own.  The  question  before  the 
House  now  was,  whether  they  would 
sanction,  by  (hohr  vote,  the  conduct  of 
these  minister!  who  had  signed  thelVeaty 
of  Vienna*— whether  the  iMQse  would  de- 
dare  en  appvebaiien  of  nil  the  artichis  of 
thai  Treaty  ?  for,  it  was  in  vain  to  argue^ 
that  the  Address  now  proposed  did  not 
bmd  them  to  matntaki  all  the  stipalntions 
and  engagemenu  entersd  into  at  the  Con- 
gl^ss  of  ViennOii^to  carry  on  war  against 
France,  far  the  purpose  or  destroy  ii^g  the 
Government  of  Buonaparti,  andof  pladng 
the  Bourbons  on  the  throne— and  never  to 
lay  down  ouruims  till  those  obfeots  were 
aocompltshedi  The  noble  lord  had  that 
night  told  tb»iIaose»  that  for  a  consider 
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rable  time  past  this  country  bad  been  in  n 
state  of  war.  From  the  statement  of  the 
nM9  lord  it  appeared,  that  from  the  mo- 
ment Buonaparti  violated  the  Treaty  of 
Fontanibleao,  and  returned  to  France— 
from  that  moment  was  this  country  en« 
gaged  in  war.  If  the  noble  lord  had  made 
this  discovery  at  the  time  he  firat  heard  of 
the  escape  df  Boonapart^,  he  ufas  ^ry 
niggardly  in  stating  the  fact  to  the  Houses 
for  when  be  pat  a  question  to  the  noble 
lord  as  to  oar  relations,  he  was  answered, 
''  that  we  were  not  in  a  state  of  war."  And 
when  Che  former  Addrew  was  moved,  the 
noble  lord  declared  "  tbai  it  bound  us  nei- 
ther to  war  nor  peace-^^hat  the  altema* 
tive  remained  perfectly  open  to  the  Hoese 
-^nd  that  all  the  Address  pledged  us  to- 
was,  a  state  of  preparation.'^  But  now  the 
noble  lord  informed  them,  that  this  coun« 
try  had  been  in  a  state  of  warfare  ever 
since  Buonaparte  landed  in  France.  He 
had  also  stated  to  the  House,  that  those 
who  were  the  most  averse  to  the  proceed- 
ings which  had  taken  place  in  Congress,; 
might  safely  vote  for  the  Address,  without 
binding  themselves  to  an  approval  of 
those  proceedings.  He  (Mr.  Ponsonby) 
apprehended,  that  any  centlemsn  wha 
that  night  voted  for  the  Address,  and  who» 
at  any  future  time,  expressed  a  wish  to 
manifest  his  hostility  te  the  preceedinfts 
in  the  Coneress,  might  very  justly  be  met 
by  the  noble  lord  with  tlie  observation, 
that  he  was  precluded,  by  the  vote  he  gave 
on  this  occasion,  front  pawing  any  censure 
on  those  proceedings.  He  was  not  fond, 
in  cases  of  this  kind,  of  occupying  the 
House  bv  reading  extracts ;  but  he  was 
still  lem  fond,  where  important  points  were 
in  dispute,  of  trusting  to  his  own  memory ; 
he  should,  therefore,  take  the  libertv  of 
reading  to  the  House  the  contract  wdich 
the  noble  lord  desired  them  to  approve. 
[Mr.  I^Mlsenby  here  read  Articles  I,  5, 
and  8,  of  the  Treaty  of  Vienna.  The 
first  binding  the  Contracting  Parties  ta 
unite  their  resouroes  for  mafntaining  entire 
the  Treaty  of  Paris,  and  certain  stipula* 
tiona  determined  on  in  the  Congress  at 
Vienna.  The  third  pledging  the  Contract* 
ing  Paities  not  to  lay  dovm  their  arms 
but  by  common  consent,  nor  before  the 
object  of  the  war,  designated  in  the  first 
Aiticle  of  the  Treaty,  shall  have  been 
attained ;  nor  mitil  Buonaparte  shall  have 
been  rendered  Absolutely  unable  to  creale 
disturfaanoe,  and  to  renew  his  attempu  for 
possessing  himself  of  the  suproaie  power 
in  Franco.    And  the  eighth  Intitlng  his 
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Most  Chritiian  M^jealy  lo  acc^Aft  to  tbe 
Treaty;  aod  rtqiiiriiig  \Am  to  stato^  io 
the  event  of  bit  acoediog  to  the  Treaty, 
IV  hat  aaaittaiioe  oivoanetanco*  would  9i£iam 
bim  to  bring  fiv ward  id  fttrtberaace  of  the 
grand  object.)  After  haviog  read  tbiv, 
oootinoed  Mr.  Pomoiibyj  forely  no  muk 
in  the  HouMLCoold  donbtr  that,  if  thev 
voted  for  the  Addreti  of  the  neble  lord, 
they  were  bound  to  approfo  o4  and  to 
naiotaio'all  theatipolitioiM  agreed  oq  and 
signed  at  the  Ceogfeei  of  Vienna.  Many 
of  those  stipuMoosthey  wejw  unaequainted 
witb;  for  ihongh  they  were  signed,,  the 
noble  lord  reliised  to  comnmnioate  then. 
Some  of  them  they  were  acq^nuited  wiih; 
and  be,  ibr  one,  entirely  condenuied  them. 
Would  tbe  House  be  right  in  now  coming 
to  n  vote  of  a|iprobation  on  that  part  of  the 
MMecdingii  of  Congresst  which  the  noble 
lord  bad  owned  ?  Would  they  approve  of 
ibo  giving  op  of  Genoa  to  the  King  of  Sar* 
dinint?  Wonhl  they  approve  of  the  giving 
;  Saxony  altogether^  or  ,  in  past^  to  the 
,IUng  of  JPrussia?  Were  they  prepared 
to  a|>proee~of  that  part  oi  the  pro- 
ceedingfi  of  whioh  they  were  ignorani^^ 
ptoceedingi  which  ptrbepa  handed  Poland 
over  to  Russia  ;  or  recognized  some  other 
net  e^naUy  oi^osty  eqnally  impolitio,  and 
e^onlly  eppressivOk  as  those  of  whioh  they 
were  appriied  ?  l»i  no  gentleman  ima- 
gine that»  i»  voting  for  the  Address,  he 
did  not  express  his  approbation  of  every 
thing  contained  ia  the  stipulations  alluded 
10  io  the  Treaty  >**it  was  clear*  Cpom  what 
be  bad  rea4w  that  when  he  gavo  his  suf- 
kag9  in  favour  of  ihe  Address,  he  at  the 
same  moment  declared  his  approval  of 
tbose  acta  of  Congress  which  were  known, 
aa  well  as  of  those  of  which  he  was  igno- 
rant. If  at-  any  future,  time  an  individual 
wifao' had. ^oted  for  the  Arfdreas*  wished  to 
state  his  disapprobation  of  the  acta  of  Conp 
gress,  what  would  be  the  answer?  Mini- 
sters would  immediately  say,  '<  You,  and 
the  House,  by  voting  in  lavour  of  the 
Address*,  declared'  a*  decided  approval  of 
that  Treaty — which  Beoogiiited  the  iden- 
tical proceodiagii  yoa  now  reprobato; 
and»  until  you.  can  undo  the  Treaty».yon 
are  uselemly  employed  in- railing  against 
it*"  The  meat  material  pant  of  this  Treaty 
was  tbat  by  which  the  Contracting  Parties 
bound  themselves  to  Bsake  war  upon 
France,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying 
the  power  of  Buonaparte- »  fnd  by  which 
thee  entered  into  an-  eog^ement,  never 
Io  lay  down-  their  arms  bot^  by  common 
consent,  of  the  alliance*  and  nntil   the 


object  br  which  they  united  waa  accoo^ 
plished.  His  hon.  friend  who  spoke  last, 
seemed  to  think  that  this  was  the  wisest 
course  of  policy  tbat  could  be  piirsued. 
He  appeared  to  Ihink,  that  there  i^as 
jMmetbing  in  Ibe  very  natnre  of ^Buonap 
party's  power  so  inimical  to  our  safety, 
that  the  moment  he  returned  to  France, 
but  one  prudent  line  of  conduct  remained 
for  our  adoption— the  immediate  prepara- 
tion for  war.  Certainly,  if  there  waa  some- 
thing in  the  character  of  Buonaparti,  and 
the  nature  of  bis  power,  tbet  rendered  war 
inevitable,  his  boo.  friend's  argom«nt  was 
correct.  It  would  not  tben  be  a^ question 
of  war«  but  of  the  time  of  commeucing 
hostilities.  Now,  he  was  not  one  of  those 
persons  who  meant  to  deny,  tbat  thisooun* 
try  bad  a  just  cause  of  war  against  France. 
Strictly  speaking,  the  violation  of  the 
Treaties  or  Paris  and  of  Fontainbleao  did 
constitute  a  cause  of  war.  One  of  the  ooiw 
siderations  which  induced  the  Allies  Co 
give  better  teripa  to  France  tba»  tbev 
would  have  done,  had  they  treated  wttn 
Buonaparte,  was#  the  Itipulated  abdication 
of  that  person— and  the  necessary  infe- 
rence was,,  tliat  they  expected  the  Bour- 
bons to  have  remained  on  the  thrope  of 
France.  He  did  not  deny,  thai  they  had 
a  right  to  expect  thi»;  neither  did  bo  mean 
to  complain  of  the  pr^ci(^ey  in  a  moral 
point  of  view,  on  which  they  proceeded  tb 
war;  bathe  objected  to  the  expediency 
of  the  coiKse  which  waa  about  to  ho 
adopted^  and  he  thought  a  much  better 
line  of  conduct  might  be  pursued*  The 
character  of  Buonapart6,it  waa  aiigued,re»- 
dered  it  impossible  to  treat  with  him.  As 
to  th^  perfidy  of  ]9uonapert6  being  ngood 
reason'  for  not  treating  with  bim»  bo  snonid 
onlyobservevtbatiif  we  acted  alwaytf ontbo 
principle  of  refusing  the  assistance  of  those 
Sovereigiis  who  badacted  faitbleMly,  there 
was  not  ono  of  those  Power*  with  whoos 
we  weite  now  in  alliance,  with  whom  we. 
should  not  have  been  in  a  state  of  hostility- 
Tliero  was  not  one  of  tbeuH'  particularly 
Russia  and  Austria,  that  was  not  in  possea- 
sion  of  advantages  obtained  by  ai^aapor* 
fid  ions  as  any  of  tboso  ever  made  use  of  by 
Buonaparte.  What  was  the  conduct  of  tho 
emprcM  Caitherioe  tnwarde Poland?  At 
the  very  moment  when  her  troops  were 
mardting  to  dismember  thatunfortunatn 
country,  she  wrote  a*lelftev»wilb'faor  own 
hand  )one  of  those  aniogfaphs  to  which 
the  noble  lord  attached  sdoW  value),  to  the 
lUng  of  Poland,  declaring. her  intention  of 
preierviog  the  iodepeadcncoof  bis  lerrit^ 
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Ties.  This  »he  did  at  the  time  her  troops 
were  marching  to  take  posaetsioo  of  that 
ill-fated  kingdom.  Sorely  Baonapart6 
never  was  implicated  iti  a  more  perfidious 
transaction.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
still  farther  exemplified  bis  proposition  by 
adverting  to  the  scandalous  conduct  of  Aos* 
tria ;  who,  having  joined  a  coalition  against 
France,  when  she  found  herself  nnable 
to  continue  the  contest,  received  permission 
from  France  to  setae  on  the  ancient  republic 
of  Venice,  for  which,  in  return,  France 
was  suffered  to  annex  the  Low  Countries 
to  her  territories.  At  a  later  period,  when 
the  Treaty  of  Paris  was  concluded,  Europe 
was  told  that  the  Allied  Sovereigns  would 
restore  all  the  ancient  Governments.  And 
bow  did  they  act  ?  They  destroyed  the 
repobHc  of  Genoa.  They  went  still  far- 
ther. In  spite  of  the  remonstrances  of 
those  Saxon  generals  and  soldiers,  whose 
exertions  tprned  the  fortune  of  the  day  at 
*Leipsic,  their  native  country  was  turned 
over  to  Prussia.  And  the  noble  lord  him- 
«elf  said,  that  he  had  no  sort  of  objection, 
moral  or  political,  to  the  transfer,  which  he 
conceived  to  be  a  proper  punishment  for 
the  King  of  Saxony,  and  a  measure  likely 
to  have  a  very  salutary  efiect  on  the  minor 
<7erman  States.  This  was  the  conduct 
pursued  at  Congress!  This  was  the- con- 
duct the  noble  lord  now  called  on  the 
House  of  Commons  of  England  to  sanc- 
tion I  But  it  was  said,  ''  if  you  will  not 
make  war  on  him,  he  will  certainly  make 
war  on  you ;  and  it  is  better  that  you 
ahoiuld  select  the  time,  than  leave  it  to 
him.''  This,  however,  was  assuming  the 
whole  question.  Our  efforts  made  Buona- 
parte a^  miliury  chief,  and  converted 
France  into  a  great  military  Power ;  and 
to  make  him  less  military,  and  the  country 
less  hostile,  we  were  determined  to  go  to 
war.  Was  that  the  way  to  curb  and  re- 
duce that  military  spirit  of  which  so  much 
epprekension  was  entertained  ?  He  con- 
ceived it  must  have  an  effect  entirely 
opposite.— -As  to  the  abstract  subject  of 
peace  or  war,  he  was  not  now  called 
"On  to  debate  it— since  the  noble  lord  had 
told  them,  that  the  country  was  actually 
in  a  state  of  hostility.  The  question 
merely  was,  ^  whether  the  House  would 
express  an  opinion  in  favour  of  what  had 
been  executed  at  Congress  ?"  At  no  time 
•could  that  House  be  parties  to  a  treaty. 
They  might  impeach  ministers  for  ad- 
Tisiiig  that  which  was  wrong— or  they 
might  refuse  to  state  an  opinion  on  that 
^hicb  was  not  folly. explained  to  them 
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with  reference  to  a  treaty,  and  that  was 
all  his  noble  friend  intended  to  do.  Ho 
lelt  that  the  House  could  not  agree  to  the 
Address,  since  they  were  not  acquainted 
with  all  the  stipulations  with  which  the 
Treaty  was  connected,  and,  therefore,  he 
had  proposed  the  amendment.— The  right 
hon.  gentleman  then  went  into  a  minute 
review  of  the  Treaty,  and  contended,  in  a 
very  forcible  argument,  that,  however  it 
might  be  denied,  the  real  object  of  the 
war  was,  not  merely  to  dethrone  Buona- 
parte, but  to  replace  the  House  of  Bour« 
bon  at  the  head  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment. This  was  the  contract  which  the 
Allied  Powers  had  covenanted  to  fulfil, 
and  he  conceived  it  to  be  a  most  unwise 
and  impolitic  one.  They  were  told,  how* 
ever,  that  so  favourable  a  time  for  attack* 
ing  Buonaparte  would  never  occur  agatn» 
since  France  was  not  in  estate  toofler 
much  resistance.  His  right  bon.  friend 
had  described  the  French  Ruler  as  being 
without  cavalry— without  money—* with* 
out  credit-«-and  without  title.  If  he  were 
in  this  deplorable  state,  why  bad  not 
our  army  marched  into  France,  and  driven 
him  from  the  throne  }  Why  do  we  wait 
for  Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia,  when  we 
might  obtain  all  the  glory  ourselves  }  He 
was  afraid  that  the  ardour  of  his  right 
hon.  friend's  imagination  had  weakened 
the  strength  of  his  judgment,  and,  toge« 
ther  with  his  hatred  of  Buonaparte,  had 
caused  him  to  overlook  many  diflficultiea 
which  were  plainly  seen  by  others.  It 
was  argued,  that  the  people  of  France 
were  adverse  to  Buonaparte.  He  knew 
it  was  at  all  times  difficult  to  collect  the 
sentiments  of  a  nation  ;  but  there  were 
here  very  strong  indications  that  a  great 
portion  of  the  French  people  were  favour* 
able  to  him.  Of  this  be  was  convinced; 
that  if  they  were  not  attached  to  Buona- 
parte, no  better  mode  could  be  devised, 
for  the  purpose  of  creating  that  attach- 
ment, than  carrying  on  the  war  in  the 
manner  intended.  This  fact  was  of  great 
importance,  in  viewing  this  part  of  the 
subject,  that  thoueh  Louis  the  18th  had 
filled  the  throne  otFrance  for  a  year,  not 
an  arm  had  been  raised  in  his  defence, 
not  a  drop  of  blood  had  been  shed  in  the 
protection  of  his  rights,  when  Buonaperte 
landed  in  France,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
quit  the  capital  of  his  dominions,  without 
a  single  efibrt  .being  made  to  support  his 
claim  to  the  throne.  Every  moment  of 
Buonaparte's  life,  they  were  told,  showed 
the  falseness  of  his  nature,     Aad  the 
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noble  lord,  to  prove  this,  had  referred  to 
a  French  newspaper,  an  extract  from 
which  he  had  read  to  some  personi  in 
France,  who  immediately  declared  there 
was  no  troth  in  the  diflerent  ftatementi* 
But  this  was  not  a  ver^^  happy  illastration 
of  the  noble  lord's  position,  tor  when  the 
newspapers  were  under  the  influence  of 
the  French  monarchical  Government,  they 
were  by  no  means  backward  in  the  pro* 
pagation  of  falsehoods.  The  noble  lord 
mast  recollect  the  numeroos  fabrications 
which  appeared  in  those  papers  from  the 
time  Buonapan6  landed  until  he  arrived 
in  Paris.— It  was  argued  that  we  were  now 
in  a  better,  and  France  in  a  worse  stale, 
for  proceeding  to  war,  than  was  the  case 
last  year.  This  he  did  not  believe  to  be 
the  fact.  We  had  recently  lost  ^reat 
numbers  of  excellent  officers  and  soldiers ; 
and  he  believed  ministers  had  not  yet 
made  up  the  deficiency.  While,  on  the 
other  hand,  Buonaparte  having  got  back 
all  his  prisbners,  and  having  made  great 
exertions  to  levy  additional  troops,  would 
stand  in  a  much  better  situation  than  he 
did  at  the  close  of  the  last  war,  when  his 
forces  did  not  amount  to  more  than  70  or 
80,000  men.  The  right  hon*  gentleman 
then  adverted  to  that  part  of  the  Treaty, 
by  which  the  parties  contracted  never  to 
lay  down  their  arms  till  the  object  of  the 
war  was  obtained.  This  stipulation  he 
strongly  objected  to.  However  firm  the 
coalition  now  was,  we  might  be  again  de* 
serted  by  our  Allies,  as  we  before  had 
been.  What  then  would  be  the  conse- 
quence ?  Why,  this  country  would  be 
reduced  to  the  humiliating 'situation  of 
entering  into  negociations  with  that  Power 
which  we  now  conte.mned.  The  war 
surely  might  have  been  commenced  with- 
out this  country  being  called  on  to  enter 
into  such  a  stipulation.  He  was  one  of 
those,  however,  who  thought  that  this 
country,  in  conjunction  with  her  Allies, 
could  make  a  peace  more  sure  and  fa- 
vourable than  ever  could  be  procured  by 
warfare.  He  did  not  mean  to  rely  on  the 
character  of  Buonapart6.  He  acknow- 
ledged his  abilities,  but  he  respected  not 
his  character.  Stilt  he  thought  that  his 
situation  might  be  so  much  altered,  as  to 
compel  him  to  agree  to  such  an  arrange- 
ment as  would  give  permanent  security 
to  Europe.  The  right  bon.  gentleman 
conclitdid  by  expressing  his  determination 
to  vote  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Plmkxii  thought  that   the  House 
was  now«  for  the  first  time,  called  upon 
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to  give  an  opinion  of  the  policy  of  peac9 
or  war,  under  the  present  circumstances 
of  the  country  and  of  Europe*  This  was 
a  question  of  the  ntmopt  importance,  al: 
all  timet,  and  under  all  circumstances.  It 
wit  important  at  it  involved  the  fate  of 
many  human  beings,  who  moat  be  sacri- 
ficed in  war :  it  was  still  more  important, 
at  it  involved  the  fate  of  thit  country,  and 
the  other  Rations  of  Europe.  He  was 
ready  toadmit  that,  to  which  ever  side  we 
turned,  we 'were  encountered  by  dangers; 
and  that  we  were  so  surrounded  with  evtls, 
that  nothing  was  left  us  but  a  choice  of 
evils.  He  should  consider  that  man  as 
precipitate  in  his  judgment,  and  a  very 
rash  counsellor,  who  would  pretend,  at 
present,  to  foretell  either  the  duration  or 
the  issue  of  thit  war.  He  would  have  as 
little  confidence  in  the  judgment  of  any 
person,  who  would  say,  that  he  considered 
that  a  peace  negociated  with  Boonapart6 
would  afibrd  sufficient  security  to  the 
country.  He  should  have  been  well  con* 
tented  to  have  given  a  silent  vote  on  the 
present  occasion,  if  he  had  not  found  him- 
self under  the  necessity  of  differing  from 
those  friends  whom  he  so  highly  re- 
spectedy  with  whom  he  had  so  long  acted, 
and  with  whom  he  hoped  long  to  act. 
Difiering,  however,  so  materially  from 
them  upon  this  question,  he  felt  it  neces- 
sary for  his  own  justification,  to  explain 
to  the  House  the  grounds  of  his  difierence. 
In  rising  to  answer  the  arguments  of  his 
right  hon.  friend  who  spoke  last,  he  felt 
some  consolation  in  being  protected  by 
the  paramount  ability  of  another  right 
hdn.  friend  who  sat  near  him  (Mr.  Grat- 
tan).  It  appeared  to  him  that  his  right 
hon.  friend  who  spoke  last  was  completely 
mistaken,  when  he  conceived  that  the 
House  was  now  called  upon  to  give  its 
sanction  to  all  the  stipulations  of  the 
Treaty  negociated  at  the  Congress  of 
Vienna.  The  House  was  not  called  upon 
for  any  such  opinion.  He  could  see  no 
absurdity  or  impropriety  in  calling  anon 
the  House  to  sanction  one  part  of  a 
treaty,  without  calling  for  their  opinion 
on  all  the  points  of  it.  Even  if  he  were 
to  admit  the  force  of  all  the  objections 
which  had  been  made  to  other  parts  of 
the  arrangements  made  at  the  Congress  at 
Vienna,  he  should  still  be  most  decidedly 
of  opinion  on  the  question  now  before  the 
House,  that  we  ought,  in  conjunction  with 
our  Allies,  to  prosecute  the  war  against 
Boonapart^.  He  really  wished  to  hear 
the  sincere  opinion  of  the  right  hoh.  gen* 
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lleman  aod.bis  friends,  ai  to  what  conduct 
Ihe  country  ought  to  pursue  under  the 
present  circumstances.    Would  any  man 
aay  that  we  ought  to  make  peace  with 
Buonaparte,  and  war  with  our  Allies;  or 
^fould  they  say»  that  we  should  akogethec 
desert  our  Allies  ?    It  had  been  said»  that 
we  ought  to  negociate  with  Buonaparte  in 
concert  with  our  Allies.    If  it  were  then 
adnittcdy  that  we  ought  to  negociate  in 
concert  with  our  Allies,  it  must  also  ba 
nllowed,  that  if  those  negociations  were 
no^  successful,  we  must  go  to  war  with 
France  in  concert  with  those  Allies.  How, 
Uien*.  was  it  possible  to  separate  the  cause 
4if  this  country  from  that  of  the  Allies, 
^ren  upon  the  supposition  of  trying  ne» 
gociation  instead  of  war?    He  did  not 
believe  that  any  of  those   who  recom- 
mended   negociations  witb   Buonaparte, 
would  deny  that  those  negociations  might 
be  unsuccessful;  and  if  the  v  were  carried 
on  in  concert  with  our  Allies,  we  could 
no  moie  desert  them  in  war  than  in  the 
aegoctatien.    He  was  really  at  a  loss  to 
perceife  how  the  argument  on  the  pre* 
sent  occasion  could  be  at  all  helped,  by 
finding  faults  in  the  conduct  of  the  Allies 
upon  former  occasions.    The  faithlessness 
of  those  Powers  (if  they  had  been  faith- 
less) did  not  apply  to  the  present  qoes* 
lion.    If  it  was  Austria  and  Prussia  that 
were  preparing  an  attack  upon  this  coun^ 
try«  then  we  might  talk  about  their  faith- 
lessness'  on  former  occasions.      It  was, 
however,  from  France  aid  the  faithless- 
ness of  her  Government  that  danger  to 
this  country  was  apprehended.     What 
answer  was  it  to  this  apprehension,  to  say 
that  other  Powers  had  been  faithless  too 7 
Such  an  answer  had  evidently  nothing  to 
do  with  the  question    now  before    the 
House.    As  long  as  France  chose  to  sub- 
mit to  the  Government  of  Buonaparte,  he 
could  see  that  neither  honour,  nor  pface» 
nor  any  thing  that  was  desirable  for  this 
country,  could   be  expected  by  entering 
into  a  negociation  with  him.    As  to  the 
right  of  interfering  with  the  internal  af- 
fairs of  any  other  country,  he  should  ad- 
mit, that  as  long  as  their  intornal  arrange- 
ments did  not  menace  the  peace  and  se- 
curity of  other  countries,  there  could  be 
no  right  to  interfere:    but,  when  the  in<- 
iernal  arrangements  of  one  country  did 
threaten  the  peace  and  security  of  others, 
it  appeared  to  him  as  clear  as  the  light» 
that  interference  was  justifiable,      u  it 
were  asked,  whether  any  thing  in  the 
personal  character  of  a  ruleff  W9nld  jfistify 
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other  nations  in  not  treating  with  him,  he 
shoold    answer    by  stating   a    supposed 
case.    Supposing,  then^  that  any  nation 
shouldi,  in  time  of  peace,  pot  itself  into  aa 
extraordinary  state  of  preparation  for  war, 
-«-if  that  nation  should  organize  itself  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  be  perpetually  pre- 
pared for  commencing  offensive  war-^if 
that  nation  should  embody  itself  under 
the  command  of  a  military  «hief  of  great 
talent  and  experience  in  the  art  of  war— 
if,  for  15  years,  Europe  had  experienced 
that  the  efforts  of  that  nation  were  uni- 
formly directed,  to  aggression,  conquest, 
and    sp61iation,— if   Europe    had    been 
obliged  in  self-defence  to  carry  its  arms 
into  the  heart  of  that  country,   if  the 
capital    of  that   eountry  was   taken-^if 
the    conquerors    in    their    magnanimity 
and  moderation  offered  a  peace  which  was 
accepted  with  gratitude— if  that  Treaty 
was    accepted    with    gratitude    by  that 
individual  who  abdicated  the  throne,  and 
if,  after  ten  months,  that  guilty  individual 
was  to  be^ recalled  by  a  licentious  soldiery, 
for  the  purpose  of  fresh  aggression^— was 
he  then  ta  be  told  in  that  House,  that 
neither  we  nor  the  other  nations  of  EJurope 
had  any. right  of  interference  with  the 
internal  arrangements  of  such  a  nation  ? 
How  did  it  happen  that  the  just  and  legi- 
timate Sovereign  of  France  had  been  driven 
from  his  throne  ?    It  was  because  his  un- 
ambitious virtue  made  him  appear  to  the 
soldiery,  not  to  be  a  proper  instrument  to 
wield  the  unsocial  and  unnatural  energies 
of  the  French  empire.    If  it  were  said  that 
personal  character  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  question,  he  should  ask,  why  was  the 
Treaty  of  Paris  ever  entered  into  ?     That 
Treaty  torned  entirely  on  personal  cha- 
racter, and  those  stipulations  were,  con- 
sidered satisfactory  when  made  with  the 
lawful  Sovereign  of  France,  that  would  not 
have  been  entered  into  with  Buonaparte. 
If  we  were  to  take  the  common  feeling  of 
mankind  upon  this  subject,  we  must  recol- 
lect bow  universally  the  abdication  of 
Buonaparte  was  hailed  in  this  country,  as 
an.  event  mere  important  than  the  most 
brilliant  victories.    Our  question  was,  not 
now  merely  with  Buonaparte,  but  it  was 
with  France.      She    had  purchased  the 
benefits  of  the  Treaty  of  Furis,  by  giving 
up  Buonaparte,   and  taking  her    lawful 
SovereigUiin  whom  Europe  had  confidence. 
If  we  were  now  to  dedare  that  we  were 
ready  to  treat  with  Buonaparte,  it  would 
at  once  put  an  end  to  the  coalition.  If  we 
were  to  tell  the  French  people  that  wt 
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were  ready  to  negociete  witif  B««iiapart6 
as  their  niler»  it  woald  at  once  destroy  all 
the  hopes  that  miglkft  now  fairly  be  enter- 
tained of  the  co^peratioa  of  a  conside- 
rable portion  of  the  nation.  When,  how- 
ever, we  saw  the  situation  in  which  Boo- 
napart6  now  stood;  when  we  saw  him 
reduced  to  make  professions  contrary  to 
bis  very  iMtoffa  ;  when  we  saw  the  ▼euel 
in  which  hts  fortaaes  were  embarked 
laboariog  with  the  stonot  and  its  mast 
bowed  down  to  the  water's  edge,  H  woald 
be  the  height  of  impolicy  and  absurdity 
to  beiitate  on  the  course  that  we  had  to 
parsoe.  We  had  now  a  most  powerful 
combination  of  allies,  not  fomented  by  os, 
but  actiag  from  the  moral  feeling  which 
pervaded  all  Europe.  If  we  were  foolish 
enough  to  throw  away  those  means,  we 
could  never  hope  to  recdl  them.  Those  of 
his  friends  who  had  talked  the  most  abopt 
ho«banding  the  resoarses  of  the  coontry, 
had  confessed,  that  when  an  occasion 
should  arrive,  when  some  important  blow 
ooald  be  stmck  agamst  the  enemy,  that 
system  should  no  longer  be  persevered  in. 
That  important  crisis  had  now  arriveif.  ^  It 
was  vain  to  expect  that  a  more  fevourable 
opportunity  would  ever  arrive.  All  the 
great  Powers  of  Europe  were  now  with 
us,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
population  of  France.  It  bad  been  said, 
that  invading  France  would  be  the  way 
to  unite  the  population  of  that  coun- 
try. The  fact,  however,  was  directly 
the  reverse.  The  not  invading  France 
would  be  the  sure  means  of  reducing  the 
whole  population  under  the  power  of  the 
present  ruler.  He  considered  that  we  bad, 
in  fact,  no  option  between  peace  and  war. 
As  for  peace,  we  could  have  no  more  than  a 
feverish,  unrefreshiog  dream  of  peace,  still 
haunted  by  tbe  spectre  of  war.  In  point 
of  finances,  we  should  find  a  peace  with  a 
war  establishment,  an  evil  much  greater 
than  war  itself.  If  we  did  not  now  go  to 
war  in  conjunction  with  all  the  great 
Powers  of  Europe,  we  would  soon  be  re- 
duced to  a  war  nngle-handed  against 
France.  If  we  did  not  now  invade  France, 
and  carry  on  the  war  upon  her  territories, 
the  time  might  arrive  when  our  country 
would  become  the  seat  of  war,  an<l  we 
should  fall  unpitied  and  despised.  If  we 
were  now  to  torn  our  back  upon  the  great 
Powers  that  were  our  allies,  we  should 
deserve  that  all  nations  should  tarn  their 
backs  upon  us,  when  we  began  to  feel  the 
consequences  of  our  Impolicy. 
Mr.  Thmqf  thought  it  a  moat  unwise 


thing,  and  nvprecedonted  in  the  history  of 
the  world,  to  commence  a  war  for  the  mora 
purpose  «f  getting  rid  of  one  roan.  When 
the  Allies  last  year  talked  of  giving  better 
terms  to  France  in  cooaequence  of  the 
restoration  of  the  Boort^ns,  they  by  that 
very  language  implied  that  some  terma 
would  have  been  granted  to  Boonapart^ 
and  certainly  did  not  sanction  the  iden 
that  there  could  be  no  peace  with  that  in* 
dividual.  Buonaparte  ^had  committed  no 
new  atrocities  since  that  period.  -  He  did 
not  believe,  indeed,  that  bis  character  was 
at  all  changed  ;  doubtless,  he  would  wish 
to  he  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army,  to 
wipe  away  what  he  considered  a  stain  on 
his  military  reputation  ;  but  for  that  very 
reason,  this  country  should  not  be  anxious 
to  put  him  in  such  a  situation.  At  present 
ho  firmly  believed,  that  the  popular  fee)* 
ing  in  France  was  for  peace ;  nor  did  bo 
think  that  Buonapart6  had  the  disposal  of 
the  army.  Carnot  and  the  Constitution- 
mongers,  as  they  were  called,  had  immehse 
influence  over  tbe  military,  and  it  cer- 
tainly was  not  their  object  to  have  a  mili^ 
tary  government.  As  the  Allies,  it  was 
very  evident,  did  not  stir  without  tho 
stimulus  of  our  subsidy,  Buonapartd  would 
have  a  strong  case  to  urge  against  what 
he  would  call  tbe  restlessness  and  ambition 
of  this  country.  For  ourselves,  though 
we  might  not  now  be  in  the  sitoatioo  to 
want  peace  on  any  terms,  yet  be  sincerely 
believed  that  in  two  years  we  should  bo 
in  such  a  condition.  He  feared  that  tho 
real  object  of  the  war  was  to  replace  tho 
Bourbons,  though  the  ministers  did  not 
venture  to  avow  such  an  intention ;  for 
they  knew  that  not  even  in  that  House^ 
and  much  less  in  the  country,  would  they 
meet  with  support  if  they  openly  do* 
claced  that  they  were  actuated  by  such  a 
motive.  Tbe  good  sense  of  the  country 
would  never  submit  to  such  a  cause  of 
going  to  war.  Mr.  Tieriiey  said  he 
firmly  believed,  it  would  be  impossible 
to  continue  the  war  for  two  years  without 
the  ruin  of  public  credit,  and  that  it  was 
altogether  visionary  to  suppose  that  tho 
Irontest  could  be  a  short  one. 

Lord  Mihon  declared,  that  he  went  to 
a  vote  on  this  question  with  trembling  and 
pain,  and  that  he 'felt  comptlled  to  state 
the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  ditsent 
from  his  noble  friend,  and  to  vote  for  the 
Address.  These  were,  that  Buonapart6 
had  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  faith,  that 
the  French  nation  were,  what  was  called 
in  law,  accesaariea  after  the  fect»  and  tInA 
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Europe  was  placed,  with  relatioa  to  France, 
precisely  in  the  state  which  she  was  be- 
fore the  Treaty  of  Paris.  The'  noble  lord 
thought  it  was  better  to  have  war  with  the 
advantages  of  war,  than  peace  without  the 
advantages  of  peace ;  and  considering,  as 
he  did,  that  no  faith  could  be  placed  in 
the  present  ruler  of  France,  be  was  con* 
winced,  that  the  only  real  security  we 
could  have,  was  to  be  found  in  a  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war. 
The  House  then  divided : 

For  the  Amendment •>    92 

Against  it 331 

Majonty 239 

The  Address  was  then  agreed  to. 

w  Usi  of  tke  Minority  m 

Abercrorabie,  hon.  J.  Lyttelton,  hon.  W.  H. 

Althorpe,  viscount  Leach,  W. 

Anson,  sir  G.  Langton,  Gore 

Atherley,  Arthur  Maoocks,  Wm. 

Bennet,  hon.  H.  G.  Martin,  J. 

Bernard,  viscount  Martb,  H. 

Bewicke,  C.  Maitland,  hon.  A. 

Birch,  J.  Monck,  air  C. 

Brand,  hon.  T.  Moore,  Peter 

Byng,  George  Morpeth,  vise. 

Burdett,  sir  F.  Mostyn,  sir  T. 

Butterwortb,  J.  Molyneux,  hon.  H. 

BuUer,  James  North,  D. 

Cavendish,  H.  Newport,  sir  J. 
Cavendish,  hon.  F.  C.    Neville,  hon.  R. 

Campbell,  hon.  J.  Paulett,  hon.  W.  V. 

Campbell,  een.  D.  Parnell,  sir  U. 

Coke,  T.  W.  Pierse,  H.. 

Chaloner,  Robert  Philips,  G. 

Dundas,  Charles  Pijgptl^  sir  A. 

Dundas,  hon.  L.  Pnttie,  hon.  F, 

Duncannon,  vise.  Plumer,  Wm* 

Doveton,  Gabriel  Ponsonby,  rt  hon.  G. 
Fitzgerald,  rt.  hon.  M.    Power,  R. 

Fitzroy,  lord  J.  Pym,F. 

Fergusson,  sir  R.  Biamsden,  J.  C. 

Foley,  hon.  A«  Ridley,  sir  M.  W. 

Foley,  T.  Romilly,  sir  S. 

Greenhill,  Robert  Rowley,  sir  W. 

Gordon,  Robert  Russe/j,  lord  W. 

Grant,  J.  P.  Scudamore,  R.  P. 

Graham,  Sandford  Sebright,  sir  John 

Ouise,  sir  Wm.  Shelley,  Tim. 

Halsev,  Joseph  Smyth,  J.  H. 

Hamilton,  lord  A.   '  Smith,  Wm. 

Hanbury,  Wm.  Stanley,  lord 

Heathcote,  sir  G.  Taylor,  M.  A. 

Hero^,  sir  R.  Taylor,  C.  W. 

Hornby,  Edmund  Tavistock,  marquis 

Hurst,  Robt.  Tiernev,  rt.  hon.  G. 

porner,  Francis  Walpole,  hon.  G. 

Howorth,  H.  Western,  C.  C. 

Latouche,  R.       ^  Wharton,  J. 

Lemon,  sir  Wm.'  Williams,  Owen 

Uoytl,  J.  M.  Winnington,  sir  T. 

Iioyd|  sir  £di^.  Whitbr^td|  Sam. 
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TELLEB9. 

Cavendish,  lord  G. 
Smith,  John 

PAIRED  OFF. 

Mackintosh,  sir  J. 


Tiffhe,  Wm. 
JcKyll,  Joseph 
Spiers,  A. 
Cfalvert,  Charles 
Osborne,  lord  F. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Fridi^,  May  26. 

Naval  Administration  op  the  Covn- 
TRY.]  The  Earl  of  Dandey  said,  he  un- 
derstood that  the  papers  /which  he  had 
moved  for  relative  to  the  navaradminis. 
(ration  of  the  country  had  now  been  laid 
on  the  table,  and  might  be  expected  soon 
to  be  printed.  The  American  war  had, 
indeed,  been  ended,  but  at  the  same  time 
an  investigation  into  the  naval  adminis* 
tration  as  connected  with  that  war  might 
liot  be  without  iu  advantages.  A  new  war 
had  now  commenced,  or  was  about  to  coiA> 
mence  in  Europe ;  and  though  many  were 
of  opinion  that  it  would  not  be  of  long 
duration,  yet  it  could  not  be  denied  thai 
the  contrary  was  at  least  possible.  The 
effect  of  a  long  duration  of  the  European 
war  might  be  the  means  of  bringing  about 
another  American  war ;  for  the  same  ques- 
tion  would  arisen  and  perhaps  give  occa- 
sion to  a  renewal  of  hostilities.  Under 
these  circumstances,  he  thought  it  might 
be  useful  still  to  call  their  lordships  atteo- 
tion  to  this  subject,  not  so  much  with  a 
view  to  censure  the  past  as  to  provide 
against  the  recurrence  of  similar  evils  in 
future.  In  the  hopes  that  all  the  papers 
would  soon  be  printed,  he  now  gave  no- 
tice, that  he  should  submit  to  their  lord* 
ships  a  motion  on  this  subject  on  Tuesday 
se'nnight,  and  he  moved  that  tlie  Lords  be 
summoned  for  that  day ;  which  was  or« 
dered  accordingly. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Friday  May  26. 

Irish  Law  Offices  Fees  Bill.]  Sir 
Jokn  Newport  moved  the  second  reading  • 
of  the  Bill  •*  to  regelate  the  Fees  and 
Emoluments  of  certain  Offices  of  the  Courts 
of  Law  in  Ireland  after  the  determination 
of  the  now  existing  Grants  thereof  respec- 
tively.*' 

The  Speaker  intimated  to  the  right  hon* 
baronet,  that  on  days  when  notice  was 
given  of  votes  in  the  committee  of  supply, 
it  was  customary  to  discuss  them  first. 

Sir  J,  Neu^isM,  he  would  not  prese 
the  measure  on  the  present  occasion  ;  but 
he  had,  in  compliance  with  the  wishes  of 
his  Majesty's  ministers,  postponed  it  so 
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bfleo;  that  he  began  to  fear,  at  this  late 
period  of  the  session .  that,  if  he  did  not 
persist  in  his  motion,  it  would  riot  be 
brought  on  at  all.  Another  reason  which 
induced  him  to  proceed  was,  that  he  had 
heard  with  astonishment,  it  was.  intended 
to  oppose  the  Bill.  He,  therefore,  should 
move,  "  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
second  time." 

Mr.  ^Pecl  said,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty 
to  oppose  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill, 
and  he  trusted  he  should  be  able  to  satisfy 
the  Hoase  of  the  propriety  of  refusing  to 
assent  to  the  motion  of  the  right  hon. 
baronet.     The  measure  then  before  the 
Hou^e  purported  to  be  a  bill  to  regulate 
the  fees  and  emoluments  of  certain  law 
offices  in  Ireland  ;  and  the  reason  stated 
by  the  right  hon.  baronet  for  introducing 
it  was,  that  the  amount  of  those  fees  and 
emoluments  was  greater  than  the  nature 
of  the  situations  called  for,  and  ,that  the 
Legislature  had  already  interfered  in  cases 
of  a  similar  kind.     In  proof  of  this  asser- 
tion, the  right  hon.  baronet  referred  to 
two  bills,  which  had  passed  that  House, 
the   one  introduced  in    1810,   the  other 
in  1812.     On  these  two   bills  the  right 
hon.  baronet   founded  the    propriety    of 
bringing  in  the  measure  then  before  the 
House ;  and  he  begged  to  state  the  nature 
of  those  bills.     The  first  was  brought  for* 
ward  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Wellesley  Pole)    who    preceded  him  in 
the  office  of  chief  Secretary  for  Ireland; 
and  the  right  hon.  baronet  bad  given  to 
his  measure  the  same  title  as  that  given 
to  the  Bill  of  his  right  hon.  friend,  but  its 
provisions  were  entirely  different.     The 
Bill  of  1810  went  merely  to  regulate  the 
emoluments  of  offices;   but  that  of  the 
right  hon.  baronet  not  only  went  to  regu- 
late fees,  .but  to  alter  the  tenure  on  which 
the  offices  specified  were   held,  and   to 
prevent  the  Crown  from  granting  them  on 
the  same  principle  by  which  those  grants 
were  at  present  regulated.     It  went  di- 
rectly to  provide,  that  the  duties  of  those 
offices  should  no  longer  be  performed  by 
deputy,  but  that  they  should  in  future  be 
executed  by  the  parties  themselves.    Now 
the  Bill  of  his  right  bon«  friend  (Mr.  W. 
Pole)  provided  for   the  appointment  of 
deputies,  who  should  return  to  the  Trea* 
sury,  the  amount  of  fees  taken  by  their 
principals.     The  second  Bill  was  intro- 
duced by  an  hon.  gentleman  on  the  floor 
(Mr.  Bankes).    That  Bill  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  abolishing  sinecure  offices,  and 
offices  performed  by  deputy  ;  and  the  title 
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of  this  Bill  would,  in  bis  opinion,  be  much 
more  applicable  to  the  measure  of  the 
right  hon.  baronet  than  that  which  he  had 
chosen.  The  right  bon.  baronet's  Bill, 
however,  differed  materially  from  that  of 
the  hon.  member  for  Corfe  Castle.  la 
each  instance,  it  was  true,  certain  offices 
were  to  be  abolished  in  the  same  way; 
but  the  preamble  of  the  Bill  introduced 
by  the  hon.  member  /or  Corfe  Castle  set 
forth,  that  it  was  expedient,  after  giving 
to  his  Majesty  the  means  of  rewarding 
meritorious  services,  to  abolish  all  offices 
of  a  specified  description.  Now,  the  rigbt 
hon.  baronet  could  not  say,  that  he  had 
accompanied  his  Bill  for  the  abolition  of 
certain  offices  therein  mentioned,  which 
were  in  the  gift  ,of  the  Crown,  with  any 
provision  by  which  the  Crown  would  b« 
recompensed  for  the  loss  it  would  sustaia 
if  his  Bill  were  carried.  The  House 
would  therefore  perceive,  that  the  two 
bills  to  which  the  right  hon.  baronet  re- 
ferred, as  sanctioning  the  measure  pro* 
posed  by  him,  were,  in  fact,  materially 
different  from  it.  Mr.  Peel  th^n  proceeded 
to  animadvert  on  the  conduct  of  the  right 
hon.  baronet,  in  precipitating  this  Bill,^at 
the  very  time  that  commissioners  appointed 
by  the  House,  in  consequence  of  bis  own 
motion,  were  occupied  in  inquiring  into 
the  fees  and  emoluments  attached  to  some 
of  those  very  offices  which  his  Bill  was  in- 
tended to  abolish.  Without  waiting  for 
the  report  of  those  commissioners,  he 
thought  himself  competent  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  make  alterations  of  a  mbst  exten- 
sive kind.  Surely  it  would  have  been 
more  consistent,  if,  before  the  right  hon. 
baronet  proceeded,  he  had<waited  for  the 
report  of  those  commissioners,  appointed 
at  his  own  request,  instead  of  (Proposing  a 
measure  that  went  to  regulate  the  fees  in 
four  of  the  principal  law  offices  in  Ireland* 

Sir  J,  Newport  said,  he  had  formerly 
contended,  that  the  principle  on  which 
this  Bill  was  founded,  had  received  the 
sanction  and  approbation  of  Parliament, 
and  he  would  still  cohtend  that  such  was 
the  fact*  It  proceeded  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple as  that  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
opposite  (Mr.  W.  Pole),  and  that  pro- 
posed by  the  hort.  member  on  tbe  floor 
(Mr.  Bankes).  The  Bill  for  altering  and 
regulating  the  Office  of  Registrar  of  the 
Admiralty  also  recognized  and  sanctioned 
the  principle.  The  last-mentioned  Bill 
provided,  that  the  office  should  not  be 
discharged  by  deputy— that  it  should  be 
held  only  during  good  behaviour— that 
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^af,  while  the  daties  were  efficiently  per- 
formed. On  these  bills  he  had  founded 
the  measure  then  before  the  House ;  and 
]t  was  impossible  to  show,  that,  in  prin- 
ciple, it  was  not  similar  to  them.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  argued,  that  he  (sir 
J.^ Newport)  was  guilty  of  inconsistency, 
in  not  waiting  until  the  result  of  a  com- 
tnission,  which  he  had  prevailed  on  the 
House  to  accede  to>  was  known.  If  the 
House  had  acceded  to  the  appointment  of 
this  commission,  no  person  had  to  thank 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  for  that  event, 
since  he  had  opposed  the  measure  as  for- 
vcibly  as  he  possibly  could.  And  what 
did  the  right  hon.  gentleman  himself  do, 
pending  the  inquiry  ?  He  asked  this 
question,  because  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man called  on  him  to  desist  from  attempt- 
ing to  regulate  those  offices,  till  the  report 
of  the  commissioners  was  laid  on  the 
table.  Had  the  right .  hon.  gentleman 
himself  desisted  in  meddling  with  those 
offices,  while  the  commissioners  were 
employed  in  the  inrestigation  ?  No;  he 
had  not; — pending  the  labours  of  that 
commission,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
himself  given  away  one  of  those  very 
offices  which  he  wished  to  regulate.  Was 
It,  he  would  ask,  to  be  permitted,  that 
offices  of  10  or  12,000/.  a  year  should  be 
given  away,  pending  the  investigation,  the 
moment  their  present  possessors  left  them  ? 
To  guard  against  such  an  event,  he  had 
framed  his  Bill.  But  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man called  on  him  to  desist  until  the  result 
of  ihe  labours  of  the  commissioners  was  laid 
before  the  House.  Now,  he  would  ask 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  whether,  if  one 
of  those  places  fell,  he  would  desist  from 
filling  it  up  ?  Would  he  say,  "  It  is 
better  to  wait  until  the  commissioners 
make  their  report }"  No,  he  would  not; 
for  he  had  not  done  so  in  the  case  of  the 
office  of  Clerk  of  the  Crown  and  Hanaper 
in  Ireland,  which  was  filled  up  immedi- 
ately afjier  it  became  vacant.  He  knew 
that  offices  wDrth  from  9  to  11,000/.  a 
year  had  been  given  to  children.  Two 
offices,  the  annual  emoluments  of  which 
amounted  to  the  sums  he  had  mentioned, 
were  now  erijoyed  by  persons  to  whom 
they  had  been  given  when  they  were  in 
their  cradles-^their  fathers  not  being,  at 
the  time,  professional  men.  It  would  be 
well  if  the  House  would  look  to  the  per- 
sons who  brought  in  the  Bill'of  1810— ^a 
bill  which  clearly  argued  the  necessity  of 
^  altering  this  system.  Those  persons  were 
the  then  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for 
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Ireland  (Mr.  Foster),  the  then  Chief  Se- 
cretary for  Ireland. (Mr.  W.  Pole),  and 
the  Attorney-jGeneral  for  Ireland.  Where 
the  public  were  called,  on  to  loa^  the 
Consolidated  Fund  with  a  variety  of  ne- 
cessary burthens— pensions  to  retired 
judges,  &c.— he  conceived  they  had  a 
right  to  insist  that  nothing  should  be  un- 
necessarily charged  upon  it.  Now,  if  hit 
Bill  were  carried,  the  public  would  save 
from  40  to  50,000/.  per  annum,  after  pro- 
fid  ing  for  the  payment  of  those  who  at 
present  .discharged  the  duties  of  the  offices 
he  wished  to  regulate.  This  sum  carried 
to  the  Consolidated  Fund,  would  assist  in 
relieving  it  from  the  difficulties  which  now 
pressed  upon  it.  Why,  then,  did  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  fight  so  strenuously 
in  support  of  the  system  now-acted  on? 
His  object  was  to  procure  patronage.  It . 
was  for  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
fought.  Jobs,  he  knew,  would  not  ope- 
rate so  well  in  influencing  the  support  of 
gentlemen.  It  was  not  so  easy  to  gain 
them  over  by  gratuities,  artfully  bestowed. 
No  system,  he  was  aware,  was  so  likely 
to  succeed,  as  the  giving  away  of  those 
high  law  offices.  At  the  present  moment, 
one  of  his  Majesty's  cabinet  ministers 
was  drawing  an  income  of  8,S00}.  per 
annum  (partly  made  up  out  of  the  Con- 
solidated Fond)  as  the  emoluments  of 
one  of  those  offices.  Without  doing  any 
duty  whatever,  after  paying  clerks  and 
attendants,  he  had  a  net  income  of  8,300/. 
To  make  up  the  clear  sum  of  8,300/.  be 
had,  in  the  last  year,  drawn  from  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  ],4'60/.  In  proposing 
the  alteration  which  the  Bill  provided 
for,  he  was  supported  by  ancient  as  well 
as  modern  authority.  At  the  Restoration, 
the  great  lord  Hale  laid  it  down  as  a 
maxim,  that  the  emoluments  of  law  offices 
should  be  merely  sufficient  to  remunerate 
those  who  performed  the  business ;  and 
that  no  office  should  be  executed  by  de- 
puty, but  that  persons  should  be  appointed, 
who  were  properly  educated  for  the  per- 
formance of  the  necessary  duties.  He 
never  could  admit,  that  offices  of  this  de- 
scription should  be  bestowed  as  a  remu- 
neration on  persons  who  had  filled  high 
situations  in  the  state.  It  was  not  fit  that 
the  earl  of  Buckinghamshire  should  be 
Clerk  of  the  Pleas  in  Ireland — drawing 
large  sums  from  the  public,  without  per- 
forming any  duty.  Public  services  ought 
to  be  properly  rewarded ;  but  he  would 
never  suffer  the  public  money  to  be  squan- 
dered on  individuals^  who  performed  n» 
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datiea,  merely  for  the  pnrpoaes  of  aggran- 
dizemenk  aod  patronage.- 

Mr.  P€€l  said,  that  after  the  explana- 
Uon  given  on  the  subject  of  the  office  of 
Clerk  of  the  PleaB»  and  after  the  private 
commanication  made  to  the  right  hon. 
baronet  on  the  subject,  he  was  astonished 
that  it  should  again  be  noticed.  As  to 
the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Hanaper,  it  be- 
came vacant  by  the  death  of  the  earl  of 
Westoneath.  It  could  not  be  reckoned 
^ftmongst  the  offices  of  great  emolament^ 
^s  it  only  produced  about  l^OOOl.  per 
annum.  In  disposing  of  it,  there  was 
nothing  whatever  to  fetter  the  discretion  of 
the  Irish  governmenti 

Sir  J.  Newport  said,  he  never  intended 
to  describe  the  situation  ol  Clerk  of  the 
Crown  and  Hanaper  as  equal  to  other 
great  law  offices.  He  should  not  have 
alluded  to  the  filling  op  of  the  situation, 
if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  not  ac- 
cused him  of  inconsistency,  in  not  wait- 
ing till  the  Commissioners  of  Inquiry  in 
Ireland  had  made  their  report. 

Mr.  Tcftfy  Fuzgerald  otMerved,  that  he 
never  knew  an  instance  of  the  disposal  of 
any  office  by  the  Lord-lieutenant  of  Ire* 
land,  that  was  not  founded  on  the  most 
pare,  upright,  and  disinterested  principles. 
He  thought  it  was  not  too  much  for  his 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Peel)  to  ask  the 
right  hon.  baronet  to  abstain  from  such  a 
sweeping  measure  as  the  present,  until  the 
report  of  the  commission,  appointed  at 
his  own  desire,  was  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  House.  He  and  his  right  hon.  friend 
would  not  oppose  a  bill,  similar  to  that 
introduced  in  1810,  for  regulating  those 
law  offices— diminishing  such  emoluments 
as  mighty  from  the  circumstance  of  the 
times,  have  grown  too  great,  and  giving  to 
the  Cro;wn  such  compensation  as,  from  the 
nature  of  the  alteration,  it  had  a  right  to 
demand :  but  he  never  would  consent  to 
a  bill,  taking  from  the  Crown  altogether 
the  right  to  appoint  to  the  offices  specified, 
without,  in  return,  granting  such  a  com? 
pensation  as  would  enable  the  Sovereign 
to  reward  the  exertions  of  public  servants. 
He  should  therefore  move  as  an  amend- 
ment, **  That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second 
time  this  day  six  months." 
,  Mr.  W.  Smith  sapported  the  original 
question.  He  observed,  that  very  little 
practical  good  could*be  derived  from  the 
exertions  of  the  commissioners,  if,  while 
they  were  investigating  the  nature  of  an 
office,  and  inquiring  whether  it  was 
right  ]U>   continMa  or  to   aboUsh  it,  a 


person  was  appointed  to  fill  it.  They 
might  report,  that  it  ought  to  be  doqe 
awav ;  and  then  the  answer  of  course 
would  be,  "  that  is  very  inconvenieat*-*- 
you  see  it  is  fully  pccnpied.'^ 

Mr.  TioTi^  spoke  in  favour  of  the  BilL 
Mr.  Pontonby  considered  the  office  of 
the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  and  Hanaper  as 
essentially  necessary  to  the  administra- 
tion of  justice.  The  person  who  dif- 
charged  that  office,  ought,  he  thought,  to 
be  well  rewarded,  and  he  ahould  feel  hp 
was  deficient  in  duty  if  he  did  not  bear 
his  testimony  ^o  the  great  talent  and  abj* 
lity  of  the  gentleman  who  at  present  held 
that  appointment.  There  were  appoint- 
ments ill  many  of  the  law  courts,  uhich 
he  considered  extremely  objectionable. 
He  should,  therefore,  give  his  support  to 
a  measure  which  had  for  its  object  the 
abolition  of  those  which  were  unnecessary, 
and  the  regulation  of  tboi<e  which  wer# 
really  useful.  With  a  view  of  deciding 
upon  the  real  merits  of  the  Bill,  h« 
thought  it  ought  to  be  permitted  to  gp 
into  a  committee,  where  its  faults  or  its 
advantages  could  be  properly  discussed. 
A  division  then  took  place^-* 

For  the  Amendment ••••     63 

Against  it • •••••    43 


Majority •»*( 

The  Bill  was  consequently  lo9t. 


20 


Subsidies  to  tub  Alubd  Powers.) 
Lord  Casttereagh  moved  that  the  House 
should  resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  Dtf 
Supply  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into 
consideration  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  m 
related  to  the  subsidiary  engagements  en- 
tered into  with  our  Allies. 

Mr.  Uankei  rose  to  dppose  the  motion, 
but 

Lord  C4i$tler€agk  observed,  that  tjiough 
it  was  no  doubt  competent  to  the  hon. 
gentleman  to  object  to  the  Speaker  leaving 
the  chair,  he  wished  to  suggest  that  it 
would  be  better  perhaps  to  debate  the 
principle  in  the  committee,  as  he  had 
some  information  to  communicate  to  the 
House  respecting  the  moide  of  executing 
the  Treaty,  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
himself  woald  perhaps  wish  to  be  in  pos- 
seision  of. 

Mr.  Bankes  expressed  his  willingness  to 
give  way. 

The  Speaker  having  left  the  chair, 

Lord  Ciutkreagh  said,  he  felt  an  anxious 
to  put  Parliameat  in  possession^  so 
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far  as  it  was  possible,  of  the  extent  of  the 
charges  likely  to  be  brought  on  the  coun- 
try in  the  present  session  of  Parliament, 
"and  to  explain  to  them  the  general  nature 
of  the  arrangements  which  had  been 
entered  into.  He  considered  it  a  doty  be 
owed  the  House  to  apprise  them  now  of 
any  other  description  of  service  or  ex- 
pense connected  with  the  foreign  expen- 
diture of  the  country  as  arising  out  of 
these  treaties,  that  he  might  find  it  his 
duty  in  the  present  session  to  bring  before 
Parliament ;  and  he  was  bound,  therefore, 
in  candour,  when  the  House  were  making 
provision  for  this  foreign  expenditure,  to 
inform  them  now  of  the  whole  extent  of 
the  service.  '  When  the  other  sums  came 
to  be  submitted  to  Parliament,  it  would 
be  found  that  they  were  neither  a  subsidy 
nor  a  gratuitous  grant  to  another  country, 
but  a  payment  in  consequence  of  an  ar- 
rangement between  this  country  and  other 
states,  equally  advantageous  to  all  parlies. 
He  should,  in  the  present  session  of  Par- 
liament, and  as  sdoq  as  this  Convention 
was  ratified,  and  in  a  shape  to  be  laid  be- 
fore Parliament,  bring  this  matter  forward. 
The  arrangement  related  to  the  cession  of 
the  colonies  of  Holland  to  this  co,untry. 
From  the  moment  that  Holland  returned 
to  her  ancient  state,  and  became  con- 
nected iig  tin  with  this  country,  there  was 
nothing  so  little  congenial  to  the  feelings 
of  the  House  as  a  wish  to  apply  the  rights 
of  war  rigidly  to  Holland,  and  to  continue 
in  the  possession  of  its  colonies  without  sui 
equivalent;  and  if  no  arrangements  could 
be' made  for  such  an  equivalents  it  would 
>be  perfectly  foreign  to  this  country  to  re- 
tain them.  This  was  not,  therefore,  a 
payment  on  the  principle  of  a  subsidy — it 
vras  not  a  gratuitous  grant,  but  an  arrange- 
ment between  two  Crowns,  in  which  cer- 
tain colonies  were  ceded  to  this  country, 
in  consideration  of  our  paying  the  half 
of  certain  charges  which  would  otherwise 
have  fallen  on  Holland  alone.  These 
colonies  were  materially  connected  with 
the  interests  of  this  country.  They  were 
important  with  a  view  to  our  possessions 
in  the  East  Indies;  and  in  Demerara, 
Berbtre,  and  other  Dutch  settlements  in 
the  West.  Indies,  three  fourths  of  the 
Dvhole  British  capital  in  West  India  colo- 
nies might  be  considered  to  be  vested.  It 
became  important,  therefore,  to  bring 
these  colonies  under  the  natural  protec- 
tion 'Of  this  country.  This  was  not  a  pro-, 
position  connected  with  war,  but  Parlia* 
meat  would  be  called  on,  in  the  course  of 
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the  present  year,  to  contribute  one  million 
in  consequence  of  that  arrangement. 
That  was  the  only  part  which  would  come 
into  consideration  in  the  course  of  the 
present  year.  There  was  another  arrange- 
ment, which  was  not  in  the  nature  of  a 
grant,  of  a  specific  sum-»the  interest  of 
the  loan  obtained  by  Russia  in  Holland, 
which  was  applied  towards  the  fortifica- 
tions in  the  Low  Countries.  The  total 
sum  borrowed  was  three  millions;  but  two 
millions  of  it  only  were  applied  to  these 
fortifications,  atid  one  million  belonged  to 
Sweden.  One  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
pounds  had  been  agreed  to  be  paid  as  a 
consideration  for  that  loan  for  a  certain 
number  of  years.  The  object  of  that 
outlay  was  the  rendering  that  part  of 
Europe  less  vulnerable  than  it  was  when 
it  was  obtained  possession  of  by  the  Allies. 
The  Emperor  of  Russia  was  to  be  relieved 
of  the  charge  of  this  loan,  which  was  to  be 
borne  jointly  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  but  only  so 
long  as  the  Netherlands  should  belong  to 
the  House  of  Orange.  The  price  for  the 
colonies  could  nut  be  considered  exces- 
sive; and  it  would  not  only  go  to  create 
a  system  of  fortification  on  that  barrier* 
but  it  would  make  it  the  interest  of  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  as  well  as  his  duty, 
to  prevent  the  Low  Countries  frotn  falling 
into  the  hands  of  France,  at  least  for  a 
number  of  years.  There  was,  therefore, 
this  security  for  that  country,  in  addition 
to  the  advance  of  Prussia  to  the  Rhine,  by 
which  she  became  also  interested  in  the 
safety  of  Holland.  He  bad  thought 
proper  to  apprise  the  House  of  these  cir- 
cumstances, though  but  a  smallportion  of 
the  charge  would  come  into  operation  in 
the  present  year.  The  House  would  feel 
that  they  had  not  made  greater  sacrifices 
than  the  value  of  the  colonies  called  for. 

Mr«  Tumejf  wished  to  ask  the  noble 
lord,  what  possessions  Russia  had  in  the 
Low  Countries  to  give  her  such  an  interest 
in  their  safety  ? 

Lord  CaiUereagh  said,  that  Russia  had, 
indeed,  no  possessions  in  the  Low  Coun- 
tries ;  but  the  part  of  her  debt  in  Holland, 
which  was  borne  by  Great  Britain  and  the 
King  of  the  Netherlands,  was  contingent 
on  the  preservation  of  the  Low  Countries 
to  the  House  of  Orange,  as  he  had  already 
stated.  He  would  now  proceed  to  the 
other  points,  namely,  the  operation  of  the 
arrangements  entered  into  with  the  Allies. 
By  treaty,  the  armies  of  the  Allied  Sove- 
reigns were  to  amount  to  150,000.    Bui 
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the  efforts  of  the  principal  Allied  Powers 
were  not  lo  be  confioed  to  this ;  and  he 
should  best  consult  the  interests  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  Confederacy,  by  stating 
what  was  the  nature  and  description  of  the 
efibrts  which  the  Powers  of  Europe  were 
making  under  the  present  circumstances. 
It  would  be  taking  a  very  unsatisfactory 
view  indeed  of  the  state  of  affairs,  if  we 
were  to  suppose  that  the  AMied  Powers 
only  intended  to  bring  into  the  field  the 
number  of  150,000  each,  as  settled  by  the 
Treaty  of  Vienna.  As  far  as  he  was  en- 
abled to  give  the  House  information  on 
this  subject,  he  could  state,  that  all  the 
three  great  Powers  were  likely  to  bring 
into  the  field  a  very  large  number  beyond 
what  they  were  bound  to  by  the  stipula- 
tions of  that  Treaty.  He  did  not  mean  to 
include  those  which  might  be  cantoned  in 
their  own  dominions,  but  such  as  would 
be  in  the  field,  and  employed  in  the  active 
exertions  of  the  campaign.  Taking,  how- 
ever, even  the  numbers  in  the  Treaty,  the 
assistance  of  this  country  could  be  no 
rational  ground  for  the  Powers  to  bring 
such  a  force  into  the  field,  and  the  subsidy 
could  only  be  a  secondary  motive  with 
them.  But  this  view  would  be  still 
strenjgthened,  when  the  House  should  be 
informed  how  much  their  efforts  went  be- 
yond the  stipulated  numbers. 

As  far  as  Austria  was  concerned,  there 
were  in  full  operation,  ready  to  act  and  to 
be  put  in  motion, -an  army  of  150,000  in 
Italy,  sufiicient  of  itself  to  satisfy  thf  sti- 
pulations in  the  Treaty.  But  this  Power 
would  have  an  army  of  equal  extent  in 
another  quarter,  towards  the  Khine ;  so  that 
instead  of  1 50,000,  we  might  consider  the 
operating  and  effective  army  of  Austria  to 
amount  to  500,000  men. 

With  respect  to  the  Russian  force,  he 
had  the  satisfaction  to  state,  that  the  Em- 
peror had  engaged  in  the  present  contest 
with  that  decision  which  marked  the  whole 
of  his  illustrious  progress  throughout  the 
late  eventful  war,  and  had  resolved  to  call 
out  a  great  part  of  the  forces  of  his  mighty 
empire.  General  Barclay  de  Tolly  was 
at  the  head  of  as  fine  an  army  as  ever  was 
called  out  on  service  in  any  country,  hav- 
ing such  ample  means  of  selection  in  his 
power.  The  force  in  the  ranks  under  him, 
which  would  arrive  at  the  Rhine,  amounted 
to  225,000,  ^nd  as  this  army  was  accom- 
panied by  a  number  of  volunteers,  it 
would  arrive  at  the  Rhine  as  complete  in 
mmbers  as  when  it  left  the  Russian  em- 
'-  pire.  There  was  assembled  besides^  on  the 


frontiers,  another  army  of  150,000  men, 
under  general  Wittgenstein ;  and  the  Em* 
peror  had  signified  to  his  royal  highnesa 
the  Prince  Regent  his  readiness  to  put  in 
motion  this  army,  if  exigencies  should 
render  such  a  measure  necessary.  No 
money  that  it  was  in  our  power  to  grant 
could  create  such  an  army ;  all  that  w« 
could  possibly  do  was  to  assist  them  in 
their  efforts.  That  force  of  225.000  men 
was  very  nearly  advanced  to  the  Rhine, 
and  in  such  a  state  of  military  eifiiciency 
as  never  was  exceeded  by  any  army.  If 
there  had  been  some  delay  in  the  arrival 
of  the  Russian  force,  it  was  to  be  consi- 
dered that  it  was  drawn  not  only  front 
remote  quarters,  but  from  points  extremely 
distant  from  each 'other,  if  we  looked  to 
the  other  great  power,  he  meant  to 
Prussia,  it  would  be  seen,  that  she  had  as 
little  confined  herself  to  a  cold  attention 
to  the  strict  letter  of  the  stipulations. 
Prussia  had  now  an  army  consisting  of  six 
corps,  and  amounting  to  236,000  men. 

But  the  House  were  entitled  to  inquire 
from  him,  and  he  was  anxious  to  antici- 
pate them  in  their  wish  for  information, 
whether  our  pecuniary  assistance  was  to 
be  confined  to  the  three  great  Powers,  and 
whether  such  other  Powers 'as  might  join 
the  common  cause  were  to  share  all  the 
difficulties  without  receiving  any  extent  of 
assistance  ?  He  thought  it  right  that  the 
House  should  know  what  was  the  extent 
of  that  description  of  force,  and  what  was 
the  value  of  the  aid  which  they  w6re 
likely  to  receive  from  us.  Having  staled 
the  ^rce  of  the  great  Powers,  he  did  not 
wish  to  enter  into  a  statement  of  the  force 
of  each  subordinate  Power.  Considering 
Great  Britain  and  Hollsnd  separately,  he 
would  estimate  the  other  Powers  together 
— some  of  them  would  bring  considerable 
forces  into  the  field :  Bavaria,  for  instance, 
had  an  army  of  60,000  men,  of  thevery  best 
description.  The  force  which  that  Power, 
with  Wirtemberg,  Baden,  Hesse,  Saxony, 
the  Hanse  Towns,  and  the  small  states 
on  the  Rhine,  would  bring  into  the 
field,  amounted  to  150,000  men,  besides 
what  was  already  stated.  That  collective 
mass  was  independent  of  the  force  of  the 
three  great  Powers,  and  the  force  of 
Great  Britain  and  Holland.  The  British 
force  would  be  50,000  men,  and  the  King 
of  the  Netherlands  was  to  furnish  an 
equal  amount  of  50,000  men  to  the  Con- 
federacy. There  were  actually  30,000  of 
them  in  service  in  the  field,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  force  was  in  a  state  of 
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preparatioo,  and  was  expected4o  ba  Moon 
T€ady.  Takiog,  therefore,  ibe  whole  col- 
lective force-— 

Aufttria 560.000. 

Rassia  225,000  . 

Prussia • 236,000 

States  of  Germany  ..••.•     150,000 

Great  Britain    50.000 

Holland   .^.... 50,000 


SMdiu  to  the  AUki  Pmfien. 


[460 


1,011,000; 
it  formed  a  total  of  one  million  and  eleven 
thousand  men  exclusive  of  the  army  of 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  assembled  on  the 
frontiers  of  his  dominions,  and  ready 
to  act  in  case  of  exigency.  He  had  been 
asked  across  the  table,  what  additional 
aabsidy  was  to  be  paid  to  the  other  states. 
The  House  were  aware  that  we  were 
bound  to  furnish  150,(X>0  men,  or  to  ad* 
▼ance  a  subsidy  to  the  other  Powers  for 
the  numbers  in  which  we  might  be  defi- 
cient. If  we  furnished  only  50,000  men, 
we  had  to  pay  for  100,000  men,  accord- 
ing to  the  rate  in  the  schedule  of  the 
Treaty  of  Chaumont.  This  amounted  to 
2,500,000/.  We  should  apply  that  sum 
in  aid  of  the  confederacy,  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  would  be  calculated  to  produce  the 
most  satisfaction.  By  distributing  this 
sum  among  them,  we  should  give  lor  the 
150,000  men  of  the  smaller  states  nearly 
the  same  as  was  paid  to  the  great  Powers, 
which  was  1 1/.  2r.  a  man.  Thi8«  although 
»n  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  expense 
of  bringing  their  troops  into  the  field* 
would  serve  as  a  considerable  encoarage- 
ment,  and  would-  remove  any  feeling  that 
some  were  preferred  and  others  neglected. 
It  might  be  wished,  perhaps,  by  some, 
that  our  own  genuine  and  national  efibrts 
should  be  greater  in  this  contest)  but, 
from  the  manner  in  which,  our  force  was 
at  present  distributed,  we  could  not  ex- 
pect to  bring  more  into  tlie  field.  The 
country,  however,  was  greatly  a  gainer, 
in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  by  this  com- 
mutation of  the  service.  He  well  knew 
that  the  glory  which  the  country  derived 
from  the  creation  and  exertions  of  a  gaU 
lant  army  was  incalculable ;  but  our  army, 
with  all  its  -merits,  was  not  the  cheapest  in 
Europe.  It  re/cfoired  friun  601.  to  70/.  to 
bring  each  British  soldier  into  the  field — 
so  that  on  a  principle  of  producing  the 
greatest  amonntof  exertions  for  the  smallest 
sum  of  money,  this  commutation  was  very 
Advantageous  for  us.  The  Hovse  would 
be  aware  that  Hi.  2s.  a  man,  which  was 
iha  sate  paid  to  the  gr«at  Powers^was 


exceedingly  moderate,  compared  -  irith 
former  subsidiary  allowances.  The  sub- 
sidy to  Sweden  was  calculated  at  io/.  a 
man.  Even  the  subsidy  of  1,800,000/. 
to  Prussia,  in  1794,  for  QOfiOO  men,  was 
30/.  a  man.  In  no  other  case  was  it  ever 
so  low  as  on  the  present  occasion ;  it 
formed  but  a  small  proportion  of  the 
whole  charge  of  rendering  those  armies 
moveable.  Foriperly  we  had  given  sums 
in  addition  to  the  subsidy  to  put  the  armies 
io  movement.  It  was  customary  to  give 
what  was  called  a  friendly  '  raise  en  cam- 
pagne'  for  the  equipment  and  artillery  of 
the  armies,  and  afterwards  to  continue  the 
subsidy.  But  so  far  from  the  armies 
being  at  present  as  it  were  abstract  ideas 
of  armies,  they  were  fully  equipped  and 
in  a  situation  to  .move.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Tierney)  had  thought  it 
improvident  to  make  the  provisions  com- 
mence with  the  Ist  of  April.  But  the 
armies  were  in  motion  on  the  ist  of  April. 
Orders  were  given  for  their  march  as 
early  as  the  Declaration  was  issued,  which 
was  whenever  the  advance  of  Buonaparte 
was  known ;  and  they  were  nqw  near  the 
seat  of  war.  With  respect  to  the  length 
of  time  these  subsidies  might  continue^ 
the  Allies  had  a  greater  interest  than  we 
had  in  not  idling  or  wasting  their  tipne ; 
and  therefore  there  was  not  likely  to  be 
any  abuse  from  that  source.  He  hoped 
the  House  felt  the  arrangement  was  as 
fair  and  reasonable  as  could  possibly  be 
made. 

He  trusted  the  House  felt  bow  ex- 
tremely encouraging  it  was  to  see  such  a 
force  as  this  arranged  against  the  enemy 
with  whom  we  had  to  contend.  And 
though  France  by  the  Treaty  which  she 
had  violated  had  got  back  gsany  soldiers, 
yet  her  acquisitions  from  all  her.  prisoners 
bore  but  a  small  proportion  to  the  aug- 
mentation of  force  which  the  Confederated 
Powers  had  obtained  in  the  interval  be- 
tween the  cessation  of  the  last. war  and 
the  present  moment.  There  was  a  very 
great  improvement  in  the  situation  of  the 
Allies:  for  formerly  the  very  positions 
occupied  by  the  French,  which  dim iai^hed 
the  forces  left  for  the  defence  of  France, 
imposed  at  the  same  on  the  Allies  a 
greatly-multiplied  inconvenience*.  The 
French  held  garrisons  from  the  Vistula 
throDghont  Germany  and  on  the  Rhine 
They  gave  op,  by  the  convention  with  the 
Allies,  56  fortresses,  many  of  them  mo^ 
important  bulwarks.  In  these  garrisons, 
they  Mad  duriDg  the  laf  t  w9ur  great  armras 
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distributed  tbronghont  Eorope ;  and  the 
resources  of  which  the  garrisons  gave 
them  the  command,  were  greatly  beyond 
the  wants  of  the  armies,  and  prevented 
those  armies  from  beitig  any  burthen  on 
France.  Besides,  these  garrisons  reduced 
the  Allies  to  the  necessity  of  detaching  a 
much  greater  force  for  the  purpose  of 
masking  them  than  the  force  which  they 
respectiTely  contained,  that  a  line  of  com* 
monication  might  be  kept  up  from  the 
frontiers  of  Russia  and  the  extremities  of 
Austria  to  the  French  territories.  He  had 
seen  supplies  arriTe  at  the  Russian  army, 
actually  brought  from  Russia,  by  the 
communication  so  kept  up.  More  than 
40,000  men  were  employed  before  Dant- 
2ic  ;  and  more  than  double  the  number 
of  the  garrison  of  Dresden  were  also  em- ' 
ployed  in  masking  and  besieging  it. 
When  we  compared  the  then  situation  of 
the  Allies  with  what  it  was  at  present,  we 
must  see  the  immense  augmentation 
which  the  possession  of  these  garrisons 
gave  to  their  means  of  carrying  on  fo- 
reign war.  The  House  would  not  forget, 
also,  that  on  the  very  frontiers  of  France 
we  had  four  of  the  strongest  places  in  our 
hands,  whence  in  advance  we  could  draw 
strength,  or  in  retreat  could  secure  our 
safety.  Were  the  fortresses  of  Luxem- 
barg  and  of  Mayence  of  no  value  ?  Was 
the  restoration  of  that  chain  of  fortifica- 
tions, destroyed  by  an  infatuated  Prince, 
along  the  Belgian  frontier,  of  no  import- 
ance? He  had  the  satisfaction  to  state 
to  the  House,  that  many  of  the  chief  places 
in  that  part  of  the  Netherlands  were  now 
in  a  state  that  would  enable  them  to  make 
a  vigorous  and  regular  defence.  Behind 
these  we  possessed  Antwerp,  Bergen -op - 
Zoom,  Breda,  and  Maestricht — powerful 
in  aiding  success,  and  thost  advantageous 
in  redressing  calamity.  He  had  therefore 
a  right  to  say,  that  though  Providence 
alone  could  prevent  reverses,  we  had  not 
only  a  just  cause  of  war,  bat  means  wor- 
thy of  sutfh  a  cause.  The  military  force 
of 'all  the  rest  of  Europe'was  combined 
against  the  half  of  France,  which  could 
look  alone  to  the  Allies  for  ultimate  li- 
berty and  happiness.  The  noble  lord  ad- 
mitted, that  it  would  be  most  unjust  and 
unnatural  that  all  our  Allies  should  be 
provided  from  the  resources  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, buf  such  a  statement  would  be  in 
apposition  to  the  fact;  other  countries 
trere  making  parallel  exertions,  and  we 
w«re  contributing  only  in  our  fair,  whole- 
aotie  proportion.     Under  these  eircnm- 


stances,  without  detaining  the  House  fur* 
ther,  he  should  only  think  it  necessary 
simply  to  move  the  Resolution  for  grant* 
ing  a  sum  of  five  millions  to  be  distributed 
between  the  three  great  military  Powers 
he  had  named.  On  a  future  occasion  the 
House  would  be  called  upon  to  provide 
Ways  and  Means  for  raising  this  sum. 
The  noble  lord  concluded  by  moving, 

*'  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com« 
mittee.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  five 
millions  be  eranted  to  his  Majesty,  to 
make  good  the  engagements  which  his 
Majesty  has  entered  into  with  the  Emperor 
of  Austria,  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  and 
the  King  of  Prussia/* 

Mr.  Tifmey  asked  for  some  information 
respecting  Denmark. 

Lord  CaiiUreagh  said,  that  he  wished 
now  to  avoid  entering  into  particulars 
with  regard  to  the  minor  Powers. 

Mr.  Tiemey  wished  to  know  what  part 
Spain  was  to  take  ? 

Lord  Coitlereagh  answered,  that  Spain 
had  signified  her  acquiescence  in  the 
Treaty ;  but  to  what  extent  she  would  en* 
gage  in  the  war,  he  was  not  able  to  state. 

Mr.  Tierruy  inquired  whether  any  part 
of  the  disposable  sum  of  two  millions  and 
a  half  was  to  be  given  to  Portugal,  and,  if 
so,  for  what  purpose  ? 

Lord  Castlereagh  was  not  able  to  state 
the  arrangements  with  all  the  minor 
Powers  who  would,  during  the  contest^ 
come  into  the  field. 

Mr.  TVemry  thought  that,  in  point  of 
candour,  the  noble  lord  was  called  upon 
to  give  the  House  some  information  re- 
specting all  the  subsidies  fur  which  Par- 
liament would  be  called  upon  to  provide. 
He  had  not  stated  whether  any,  and  what 
sums  Sweden  or  Portugal  were  to  obtain. 
At  least  he  could  enable  the  House  to 
form  a  wide  guess  at  the  amount. 

Lord  Caulertagh  wks  not  empowered  to 
give  any  specific  answer,  by  stating  what 
share  they  Would  take  in  the  general  dis- 
position. Whether  Sweden  or  Portugal 
would  be  subsidized  at  all,  he  was  not 
able  to  state. 

Mr.  Tiemey  requested  to  be  informed 
whether  any  great  addition  was  likely  to 
be  made  to  the  disposable  sum  of  two  and 
a  half  millions, 'by  subsidies  to  minor 
Powers  ? 

Lord  Caulereagh  feft  every  disposition 
to  satisfy  the  curiosity  of  the  right  hon. 
member,  but  he  declined  pledging  Go- 
vernment to  any  principle  of  policy  that 
might  hereafter  befound  injurious. 


tSS]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

Mr.  WkUbread  understood  the  noble 
lord  to  have  stated  distiiictiy  that  Sweden 
and  Portugal  were  acceding  parties  to 
the  Treaty :  he  wished  to  know  in  what 
proportion  they  were  to  furnish  a  contin- 
gentf  so  as  to  unite  the  whole  of  Europe, 
in  the  words  of  the  nohle  lord,  against 
half  of  France.  Was  Denmark  also  an 
acceding  party  to  the  Treaty  ? 

Lord  Caulereagh  added,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived the  most  unqualified  assurances 
from  them,  and  they  had  signed  the  De- 
claration of  the  13th  of  March.  He  was 
not  prepared  to  stale  what  force  Sweden 
would  put  in  motion ;  he  apprehended 
she  could  not  now  receive  from  us  the  aid 
she  had  obtained  in  the  last  war,  and 
isrithottt  it  he  doubted  whether  she  could 
provide  a  large  contingent.  If  the  hon. 
member  meant  to  intimate  that  there  was 
any  doubt  of  the  part  Sweden  would 
adopt,  his  lordship  begged  tp  state  that 
lie  had  no  more  hesitation  as  to  the  line 
of  politics  she  would  pursue  than  he  bad 
with  regard  to  Austria,  or  any  of  the  other 
Powers. 

Mr.  Banket  admitted  that  we  had  a  just 
ground  of  war,  but  be  doubted  the  ex- 
pediency of  insisting  upon  it  in  the  mode 
recommended.  As  the  cause  was  com- 
mon, and  all  the  Powers  had  the  same  in- 
terest in  Its  success,  in  his  opinion  ail 
ought  to  be  upon  a  perfect  equality  ;  and 
although  he  concurred  in  the  Address  of 
yesterday,  it  did  not  necessarily,  as  the 
noble  lord  had  observed,  pledge  his  opi- 
nion as  to  the  propriety  of  voting  the 
aubsidies  now  demanded.  His  chief  ob- 
jection was,  that  though  our  Allies  were 
to  be  equally  benefitted,  the  principal 
burthen  fell  upon  England  only,  and  the 
system  of  subsidy  of  late  years  had  been 
carried  to  an  extent  severely  felt  by  the 
nation.  It  appeared  by  documents  upon 
the  table,  that  since  the  year  1793,  Great 
Britain  had  expended  in  subsidies  to  fo- 
reign states  46  millions,  not  including 
many  other  sums  advanced  under  other 
n^mes.  Of  these  40  millions  26,600,000/. 
had  been  voted  by  Parliament  within  the 
last  three  years,  besides  an  immense  quan- 
tity of  clothing  and  arms  supplied  to  the 
minor  Powers,  and  arms  and  money  to 
Holland. 

Lord  Catilereagh  observed,  that  Holland 
had  only  received  arms  and  stores,  but  no 
money. 

Mr.  Bankei  continued.  He  said  he  was 
decidedly  hostile  to  any  exertions  or  sa- 
crifices on  the  part  of  this  country^  that 
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exceeded  those  of  our  Allies,  more  espe- 
cially in  the  present  state  of  oar  finances  : 
though  he  did  not  despond,  it  was  fit  to 
look  our  affairs  in  the  face,  and  we  should 
then  find,  that  though  our  revenue  had 
augmented,  our  expenditure  had  increased 
in  more  than  a  dopble  proportion.  Oar 
revenne  in  1812  was  03  millions,  and  in 
1814,  72  millions,  being  an  addition  of 
nine  millions.  What  was  our  disburse- 
ment? In  1812  it  was  97  millions,  and 
in  1814  117  millions,  an  increase  of  20 
millions  within  the  last  three  years.  This 
was  by  no  means  a  cheering  prospect,  at 
the  moment  we  were  voting  five  millions 
to  our  Allies  for  a  new  war,  besides  what 
we  should  be  compelled  ourselves  to  ex- 
pend. It  was  true  that  we  could  not  pro- 
vide 150,000  men;  but  were  it  in  our 
power,  though  it  might  drain  our  popula- 
tion, it  would  not  drain  the  radical  re- 
sources and  wealth  of  the  country.  The 
noble  lord,  and  with  him  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  seemed  to  make  up  their 
minds  only  to  one  alternative,  viz.  that 
the  war  would  be  short.  It  might  be  so, 
but  it  would  be  fit  to  provide  for  its  pro- 
longation ;  and  although  he  might  consent 
to  vote  five  millions  if  it  were  to  be  **  the 
be-all,  and  the  end-all,''  it  ought  not  to  be 
forgotten  that  that  sum  and  more  would 
be  required  every  year  that  hostilities 
were  continued.  The  money  could  only 
be  raised  by  loans,  which  depressed 
all  commodities  of  sale,  and  raised  all 
those  of  purchase.  If,  from  the  long 
struggle  she  had  maintained,  England  was 
not  able  tp  join  with  equal  vigour  in  this 
new  contest,  why  was  it  not  fairly  stated  } 
and  if  her  inability  had  the  effect  of  de- 
terring her  Allies,  who  professed  to  be  so 
hearty  in  the  cause,  we  might  be  sure  that 
their  spirit,  even  with  her  aid,  would 
scarcely  be  equal  to  the  contest.  Would 
they  not  fight  with  such  assistance  as  our 
means  fairly  viewed  would  afford  ?  and  if 
so,  why  did  we  volunteer  the  squandering 
of  our  money  when  we  could  so  ill  afford 
it  ?  Contemplating  the  comparative  dan- 
gers of  peace  or  war,  he  confessed  that  his 
^ars  of  the  former  were  not  by  any  means 
so  great  as  those  of  the  noble  lord,  though 
he  was  by  no  means  desponding  as  to  the 
result  of  renewed  hostilities.  If  the  Allies 
had  turne«l  their  mind  to  security,  he 
thought  they  might  have  obtained  that 
end  without  making  war  upon  Buonaparte. 
A  treaty  with  him  now  would  be  muci 
safer  than  at  the  time  when,  terms  wee 
offered  to  him  at   Chatiilon.     He    yhs 
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wetker  in  a  military  point  of  view,  and 
there  bad  been  an  inierroption  in  his  title, 
which,  by  making  him  insecore  at  home, 
woald  render  him  unable  to  engage  in 
attacks  on  other  Powers.  The  French, 
too,  were  now,  it  was  said,  divided ;  bot 
foreign  invasion  would  unite  them,  and 
increase  his  power,  by  making  it  neces- 
sary to  give  Buonaparte  such  influence  as 
would  enable  him  ro  direct  their  forces 
efiecioally.  He  did  hot  think,  alio,  that 
the  chances  of  success  against  France  were 
very  great.  However  great  the  force 
brought  against  France  might  be,  that 
nation  would,  when  firmly  united,  baffle 
all  attempts  of  foreign  invaders.  It  was 
said,  that  only  one  half  of  the  population 
of  France  was  in  favour  of  Boonapart^ 
If  the  other  half  would  rise  against  him, 
there  would  then  be  hopes  of  success;  but 
if  invasion,  as  he  thought  it  would,  united 
all  France,  his  po^er  would  be  strength- 
ened by  it.  All  alliances,  also,  contained 
within  themselves  a  principle  of  dissolu- 
tion ;  neither  were  we  to  believe  that  our 
present  Allies  were  elevated  far  above 
their  predecessors.  If  we  have  now  the 
magnanimous  Alexander,  we  had  formerly 
the  magnanimous  Paul.  The  King^s 
speeches  for  the  last  20  years  have  been 
full  of  praises  of  Allies,  who  have  after- 
wards deserted  us.  In  one  of  those 
speeches  we  were  told  to  look  at  the  wis- 
dom,  the  vigour,  and  the  magnanimity  of 
our  great  Ally.  And  who  was  this?— 
The  Ottoman  Porte.  In  1799,  the  King's 
speech  was  full  of  praises  of  the  decision, 
the  magnanimity,  and  the  abilities  of  the 
emperor  Paul;  and  before  the  end  of 
1800,  complaints  were  made  to  Parlia- 
ment, by  the  Crown,  of  the  unjust  deten- 
tion of  British  goods  at  Petersburgh,  anc( 
the  imprisonment  of  British  subjects  there. 
Our  system  should  be  to  husband  our  re- 
sources, and  not  lavish  them  on  Allies,  on 
whose  adherence  to  us  we  could  never 
depend.  The  sum,  too,  which  was  de- 
manded was  larger  than  that  which  had 
ever  been  granted  to  the  three  Continental 
Powers  in  one  year.  Even  in  the  last 
year,  the  sum  granted,  according  to  one 
of  the  papers,  was  less  than  five  millions, 
though,  according  to  another  account,  it 
was  something  more.  He  would  not  con- 
sent to  act  on  the  idea,  that  the  resources 
of  this  country  were  inexhaustible,  that 
we  were  to  pay  the  whole  expense  of  th^e 
war  ;  and  be  thought  it  also  unadvisable 
to  pay  a  subsidy,  which,  if  the  war  con- 
tinued long,  (and  there  was  every  proba- 
(VOL.XXXL)  ^^ 
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bility  that  it  would)  we  should  be  obliged 
to  withdraw^  and  thus  give  a  ground  of 
ofience  to  our  Allies,  who  were  unac* 
quainted  with  our  real  situation.  Thoiigh 
the  danger  of  peace  was  great,  and  the 
causes  of  war  just,  he  did  not  think  that 
there  was  any  impossibility  of  continuing 
at  peace  with  Buonaparte,  if  the  Allies 
had  chosen  to  treat  with  him.  He  should 
not  divide  the  committee  himself;  but  if 
any  other  gentleman  chose  to  divide  it, 
he  should  certainly  vote  against  the  mo- 
tion  of  the  noble  lord. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
know  how  the  hoik  gentleman  who  spoke 
last,  reconciled  his  speech  of  that  evening 
with  his  vote  the  nisht  before.  The  ques- 
tion had  been,  whether  they  should  inter- 
fere to  put  down  a  military  system  in 
France ;  but  when  a  vote  had  been  given 
in  favour  of  an  attack  on  France,  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  House  to  provide  the 
means  of  carrying  on  that  attack  in  the 
most  efficient  manner.  He  was  not  over- 
sanguine  in  his  hopes,  but  he  thought 
there  was  a  fair  prospect  of  success.  It 
was,  however,  to  be  recollected  that,  half 
a  Century  ago,  Frederick  of  Prussia,  by 
the  superior  power  of  his  mind,  supported 
himself  against  all  the  great  nations  of 
Europe,  although  there  was  nothing  of 
that  enthusiasm  in  his  people  which  con- 
stituted the  great  strength  of  the  French  at 
this  moment.  He  was  convinced,  how- 
ever, that  it  was  impossible  to  remain  at 
peace ;  and  he  therefore  thought  it  better 
to  attack  FraAce  unprepared,  while  our 
alliance  was  firm,  than  to  wait  till  France 
was  prepared,  and  our  alliance  was  dis- 
solved. Still- less  should  he  hesitate  on 
the  second  question,  of  granting  a  subsidy 
to  the  .other  Powers  of  Europe.  Setting 
aside  the  subsidy  which  we  might  grant, 
we  should  be  a  very  inconsiderable  state 
in  the  alliance.  The  whole  of  the  force 
we  had  in  the  field  was  50,000  men« 
which  was  not  greater  than  that  of  Bava- 
ria. It  was  necessary  to  contribute  a  fair 
share,  which  we  .could ^best  do  in  money. 
A  sum  of  five  millions,  too,  would  be  of 
immense  service  to  put  the  large  armies 
of  the  continent  in  motion;  fo^  tbough 
the  Allied  Powers  were  immensely  strong 
within  their  frontiers,  the  state  of  their 
finances,  and  the  paper  currency  of  seve- 
ral of  those  states,  rendered  it  a  matter  of 
great  difficulty  to  move  even  small  armiea 
beyond  their  frontier.  One  circumstance 
not  so  satisfactory  was,  that  the  whole  of 
the  subsidy  was  paid  by  this  cooatry*  and 
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that  none  of  the  other  commercial  cban- 
tries,  especially  Holland  and  Porttig^l, 
Iiad  contributed.  Holland  had  fblrmeHy 
feorne  a  large  share  in  the  expensed  of  th\e 
alliance  Tigainst  Louis  14,  and  was  now 
yery  well  ahle  to  come  forward  with  a 
considerable  subsidy.  Her  contingent  at 
present  was  sm^il,  considering  that  she 
was  the  most  in  danger  from  the  military 
power  of  France.  The  prince  of  grange 
nad  been  enabled  to  relievis  the  Dutch 
from  a  part  of  their  foorthens,  whthe  the 
burthen  of  this  country  had  been  p^ogres- 
iiively  increasing.  Portugal,  too,  in  gra- 
titude for  her  deliverance,  should  contri- 
bute to  the  ends  of  the  alliance.  As  to 
Spain,  he  thought  any  direct  efforts  on  her 
part  could  only  be  productive  of  evil, 
rfo  army  which  she  could  send  into  France 
would  be  strong  enough  to  occupy  the 
gendarmerie,  much  less  the  national 
guards,  and  would  merely  route  ti  warlike 
population  in  favour  of  Buonaparte.  There 
were  other  arrangements  which  w^ere  not 
brought  in  a  definitive  shape  before  the 
House,  which  he  could  not  exactly  ap- 
prove of.  These  were  the  grant  of  sums 
to  Holland  for  the  repair  of  her  fortresses, 
which  she  herself  was  well  abjp  to  provide 
for ;  and  a  grant  of  money  to  Russia,  to 
pay  her  for  the  colonies  we  might  receive 
from  Holland,  whkh  seemed  a  most  fan- 
tastical and  incomprehensible  plan.  These 
measures  would  be  better  discussed  when 
the  treaties,  in  which  they  were  arranged, 
came  before  the  House  ;^  but  as  to  the 
general  measure  of  subsidy,  he  fully  ap- 
pro vet!  of  it. 

Mr.  Bemet  condemned  the  policy  of 
granting  Subsidies  to  continental  nations 
to  enter  into  wars  foreign  to  their  inte- 
rests-^and  this,  too,  at  a  time  when  the 
situation  of  our  finances  was  such,  that  if 
the  war  continued  long,  the  stock- holders 
could  not  receive  their  dividends.  It  was 
the  duty  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
quer,  before  (he  House  was  called  on  to 
Tote  such  enormous  subsidies,  to  show 
what  the  state  of  our  finances  really  was, 
lirid  what  would  be  the  consequence  of  a 
long  contest.  He  adroitted,  that  if  by  a 
short  effort  those  paragons-of  justice  and 
policy,  which  were  to  transfer  the  theatre 
of  thefr  operations  from  Vienna  to  Paris, 
succeeded  in  speedily  re-instatlng  the 
Bourbons,  the  fioancea  of  the  country 
might  still  be  supported ;  but  it  was  not 
by  a  pekce  establishment  of  19  millions  a 
year  that  they  could  -in  that  event  be 
prcserreti.    The  object  of  the  war  was  to 
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re-est&blish  a  family  which  httd  shown 
the  greatest  enmity  to  freedom  in  every 
country  where  it  had  been  established— 
in  Spain,  in  France,  and  the  two  Sicilies. 
The  conduct  of  one  branch  of  that  family 
in  Spain  had  produced  in  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  France,  the  mo^t  disadvantage- 
ous impression  towards  the  dynasty  in 
general,  and  had  contributed  more  per- 
haps than  the  Congress  itself,  to  the  de- 
position of  Louis  18.  He  observed  hoW 
different  the  state  of  feeling  in  Europe 
must  be  at  the  present  moment,  since  the 
Allied  Powers  had  shown  what  was  their 
6wn  construction  of  the  declarations  which 
they  had  issued  in  favour  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  nations.  The  proclamations  at 
Dresden  a^d  other  places,  to  Suppress  the 
manifestation  of  public  indignation  against 
the  Allies,  were  indications  of  the  kind  of 
spirit  with  which  the  people  of  Europe 
received  them.  As  he  did  not  think  the 
war  just,  nor  that  the  Resources  of  thh 
country  ^ould  be  sufficient  to  maintaiii 
the  contest  into  which  we  had  been 
pfunged,  he  should  vote  against  the 
grant. 

Mr.  Douglas  urged  the  necessity  of 
going  to  war  with  Buon^pkrte.  When  it 
was  said,  that  he  had  been  I'eformed  by  mis- 
fortune, and  thart  he  might  be  restrained 
by  the  circumstances  of  the  present  times, 
he  wished  that  the  House  Would  consider 
his  conduct  at  the  moment  of  his  landing 
in  France.  Then  he  stood  naked  and  un- 
disguised, and  aVowed  in  his  proclama- 
tions views  that  he  had  since  thought  po- 
litic to  conceal.  After  going  into  the 
general  question  at  pretty  considerablie 
length,  he  concluded  by  saying,  that,  in 
his  Opinion,  (he  tranquillity  of  Europe 
could  only  be  settled  by  the  extermina- 
tion of  the  military  despotism  now  exist- 
ing in  France.  He  concluded  by  saying 
that  he  should  certainly  vot6  for  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  Wkiilrcad  said;  that  although  he 
had  intended  to  of^r  some  observations  to 
the  House  yesterday,  yet  he  should  not 
now  follow  the  example  which  the  bon. 
gentleman  had  set  him,  of  rcpeatiug  the 
speech  Chat  he  intended'  to  have  spoken 
the  day  before.  The  question  now  before 
the  House  w^s  fbr  granting  a  sum  fh  the 
way  of  subsidy,  for  (he  purpose  of  carry- 
ing on  the  war,  into  which  ihinisters  ap- 
peared determined  to  rush.  He  was  sur- 
prised thatthe  hod.  gentTeman^Mr.Bankes) 
who  voted  for  the  war,  Shoc^ld  noW  vote 
against  the 8ubil4iesdeceiaatry  fbr  dlrrymg 
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it  on*  II  appeared  to  blm,  that  the  9QBI  of 
five  millioiu«  mentioned  by  the  noble  lord, 
waf  a  very  moderate  sum  indeed,  for  an 
undertaking  so  greet.    As  to  the  merits  of 
the  war,  his  opinion  upon  the  8n|>ject  was 
already  sufficiently  known.    It  w»s  there- 
fore unnecessary  for  him^  on  this  occasion^ 
to  argue  agaipst  it.     He  disapproved  of  it 
most  strongly,  and  the  more  so,  because 
it  was  his  decided  judgment  that  the  ob- 
ject was  not  so  much  to  remoTe  Buona- 
parte as  to  restore  the  Bourbon^ — as  the 
ot^ect  of  it  qualified  was  to  dictate  a  go- 
vernment  to  France.    But  it  was  probably 
apprehended  by  those  who  endeavoured 
to  disguise  this  object,  that  if  it  were  dis* 
tinctly  avowed,  this  country  would  shrink 
from  the  underuking.     It  seemed,  bow- 
ever,  if  the  statement  of  the  noble  lord 
were  correct,  that  this  undertaking  was  to 
be  commeiKed  with  no  less  than  1,01  \fiQO 
men.     What  a  force!    and  yet  the  dis- 
tinguished orator  (Mr.  Grattan)  who  had 
)ast  night  unshrooded  the  meridian  blaze 
of   his    eloquence,    bad    pnly  collected 
600,000  men    against  France  ;    but  the 
towering  imagination  of  that  r^ght  bon. 
gentleman  was  quite  overtopped — and  who 
would  have  thought  it— by  the  oobie  Se- 
cretary for  foreign  affairs.   The  right  hon. 
gentleman   had,    however,'  estinguishfd 
the  mo^ey,  the  credit,  and  the  cavalry  of 
France  at  one  dash— and  there  hweic- 


as  to  the  calculation  oppn  its  speedy  con- 
clusion ;  for,  supposing  Buonaparti  were 
actually  destroyed  at  the   outset,    who 
could  say  that  hii  deitroction  vvould  tend 
to  put  an  end  to  the  war  \   who  couki  say 
that  the  French  armies  or  the  French  peo- 
ple would  therefore  submit  to  the  domi- 
nkkn  of  the  Sk>ttrbons,  or  to  the  dictation 
of  foreign  government  ?  that  all  the  enthu- 
siasm and  energy  of  the  French  natii^  would 
immediately  disappear  I  Such  a  hope  could 
not  be  ratioQiUy  entertained ;  and  would 
it  not,  then,  be  wise  rather  to  look  for 
security  froni  a«  armed  confederacy,  than 
resort  to  actual  war  }    The  ^ast  of  the 
noble  lor4  ms  to  the  powea  of  the  Confe- 
deracy formed  at  Chaumont,  most  have 
been  quita^v^p,  Vl  a  similar  confederacy 
.would  not  now  praduce  a  sufficient  secu- 
rity^against  Buonaparte,  a^ithoui  plunging 
into  the  calamities  of  war.    Why,  Aen, 
have,  recourse  to  war,  the  duration  or  end 
of  which  no'  one  coyld  fqresee  ?     It  was 
impossible,  indeed,  that  any  one,  that  the 
troble  tord  himself,  could  look  for  the  tec- 
mination  of  the  war  within  the  year,  as 
some  sanguipe  p^sons  seemed  disposed 
to  Expect.    Yet  the  committee  were  novv 
called  upon  to  grant  a  large  sum  of  money 
to  thos^  persons  jlpon  whom  so  much  of 
our  money  had  already  be^n  squandered 
-veach^f  yvhofn  had^fn  former  tccasionSf 
accegt^d  our  subsidtes,  and  deserted  us 


oeeded  the  floUe  lord.    The  object  of  the  I  immediately  lifter.     Such  hs|d  t>^en  the 


proposed  subsidy  was,  i^wal  said,  to  en- 
able the  ^nfe^erates  to  makeji  great,  a 
sudden,  and  a  dectsjve  eftbct.  But  how 
came  this  sudden  effort  to  have  been  so 
long  possponed  ? ..  Two  months  had  al- 


conduct  of  Prussia  hi  1704:  the  conduct 
lof  Austria  and  Russia  towards  us  we* 
quite  notprious.  .  But  the  noble  lord' 
seemed  to  think,  that  he  had  hit  upon  a 
notable  ezpedieni  with  regard  lo  Russia, 


ready  elapsed  since  the  return  of  Buona-  I  upbn  the  subject  of  ibe  Dutc  h  loan ;  whioh 


parte,  pnd  yet,  according  to  a  gpntleman 
on  Mie  other  side,  t«ro  months  more  must 
elapse  before  this  sudden  effort  could  take 
places    Itwasto.be  nirollected,  that  all 
the  force  about  to  act  against  the  French 
must  be    supplied    with   meant  by  ibis 
country  ;  for  Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussta, 
had  neither  money  nor  credit.     This  sup^ 
ply,  too,  mpst  not  only  be  fiirniehed  at 
present,  but  as  long  as  the  war  continued 
<*— and  how  long  it  might  continue,  no  ope 
coold  say  !     He  was  airar^ihat  mmisters 
.held  smu.  an   expectation    that  the  war 
woiJld  speedily  terminate.     Indeed,* this 
prospect  had  been  distinct^  presented  by 
the   Cbanl'ellor  of  she   EiuJieqper  and 
others-^no  doubt  with  a  vienv  to  reconcile 
Parliament  and  the  country  to  the  insane 
project  in  which  we  were  about  to  engage. 
Yes ;  insane  be  would  cidi  ir,  espeictally 


expedient  was,  t(uly,  to  ensure  the  steady 
cooperation  of  Russia,  in  securing  the 
possession  of  Belgium  to  Holland.  Fropi 
tba^  aspedient,  however,  he  (Mr*  VV".) 
could  expect  no  such  result ;  so  far  Iroifi 
iecuring  the.  adherence  ^f  Russia,  that 
Power  qiust  laugh  at  tbose  yvho  enter- 
tained the  caliBulation.  Bat  it  would  not  k|e 
aipiss  to  call  thrnatura  of  the  Dutch  loan 
to  the  recollection  of-ihe  committee.  Tt{e 
Empra«s  Catharine  borrowed  a  certain 
sum  of  mopey  in  Holland,  with  a  view  to 
j>rovidp  fpr  the  invasion  of  Turlfpy .  W'ijh 
a  part  of  which  loan  she  contrived  to  take 
posse^on  of  Oczakow— of  that  very 
Ocaakow,  to  recover  which  the  warlilfe 
genius  pf  Mr.'Pitt,  upon  whose  principles 
the  noble  lord  professed  to  act,  would 
have  involved  this  cowstry  m  hostiliiies*- 
and  with  the  femaipdpr  of  this  loan  Ca- 
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tbarine  invaded  Poland,  and  committed 
that  spoliation  which  all  great  and  good 
'^inen  ihroughoot  the  world  had  unani- 
mooflly  and  uneqaivocally  reprobated. 
Yet  England  had  now  uhdertaken  to  pay 
a  part  of  that  loan.  Yes,  in  this  day  of 
morality,  when  we  were  about  to  wage 
war  in  order  to  put  down  that  arch  fiend 
of  Europe,  Buonapari6,  this  country  un- 
dertook to  pay  a  debt  contracted  by  Russia 
for  such  an  abominable  purpose  as  the  dis- 
memberment of  Polatfd  !  Let  gentlemen 
combine  these  UlcXs,  which  could  not  be 
denied,  with  the  conduct  of  Austria,  which 
had  never  paid  the  loan  she  had  obtained 
from  this  comitry,  and  ask'  ttiefaiselves 
whether  they  eould  consistently  grant  the 
proposed  sabsidy  to  sdch  Powers  ?  whe- 
ther they  could  safety  rely  upon  their 
adherence,  or  upon  the  faithful  perfbrm- 
f  nee  of  their  engagements  ?  These  Powers 
had  deserted  us  already — tl^ey  woeld  de- 
sert us  again  if  it  syited  their  interest,  and 
it  was  probable,  also,  that  they  would 
-desert  each  other — that  they* would  split 
upon  their  own  views  of  aggrandizement* 
This,  indeed,  was  natoi^lly  to  be  expected 
from  their  conduct  at  the  Congress  of 
Vienna,  whertf  each  of  those  Powers 
sought  his  own  views  Vith  the  utmost  ra« 
paeity.  And  let  the  committee  look  at 
the  efietfls  of  that  lapacity.  Thoae  Powers 
had,  by  their  conduct  towards  ^xony, 
discarded  the  wishes,  and  alienated  llie 
auctions  of  the  Saxon  people.  This 
effect  was  but  too  glaring  in  the  transae- 
tion  which  had  recently^  led  to  the  exe- 
cution of  37  unfortunate  Saxon  soldierSi 
and  the  dismissed  of  1^00,  who  were  sent 
home  to  Saxony  from  the  Prussian  afmy 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  them  from 
influencing  the  opinion  of  «thff  Geroian 
people,  and  especially  of  their  coi^ntry- 
men  as  they  passed.  But  the  offinion  of 
these  people  was  known,  and  the  optnipn 
of  all  mankiiii  had  been  outraged  by  tfie 
conduct  of  the  Powers  by  whom  tl^ey  and 
their  Sovereign  had  been  so  grossly 
treated,  with  the  consent  of  that  boasted 
punisher  of  ancient  dynasties,  the  noble 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Aftirs.  The  boo. 
member  concluded  with  expressmg  ftis 
resolution  to  vote  against  the  grant  ef 
any  British  money  to  such  Powers. 

Mr.  Bankei,  in  explanation,  said,  that 
although  he  thought  the  ,war  necessary, 
yet  considering  the  situation  of  our  fi- 
nances, be  thought  that  all  the  confederated 
powers  should  make  what  exertions  they 
eoold  from  their  own  resources. 
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Mr.  C  Grant  junr.  denied  that  the  re* 
storation  of  the  Bourbons  was  the  object 
of  the  war,  and  asserted,  that  that  prin* 
ciple  was  totally  contradicted  in  every 
Treaty  before  the  House.  He  begged 
the  hon.  gentleman,  who  had  dwelt  so 
much  upon  the  twenty-six  millions  of 
subsidy  granted  to  foreign  Powers  during 
the  last  war,  to  recollect  also  the  tri* 
umphant  effect  to  which  that  subsidy  led ; 
and,  recollecting  that  effect,  he  trusted 
the  committee  would  not  hesitate  to  grant 
a  subsidy,  which  promised  to  lead  to  a  re- 
sult still  more  triumphant  and  decisive. 
The  hon.  gentleman  sat  down  amidst  a 
loud  cry  of'  Question,  question  !' 

Sir  John  Newport  said,  that  however 
disagreeable  it  might  be  for  gentlemen  to 
hear  any  discoksion  on  the  question,  who 
not  having  known  a  word  about  it,  came 
now  to  decide  it,  still  they  most  submit 
to  the  prtration  it  imposed,  and  bear  the 
irksomeness  of  listening  to  the  debate. 
On  the  former  night,  the  brilliant  oratory, 
of  his  right  hon  friend  (Mr.  Grattan),  who 
on  that  occasion  displayed  himself  in  the 
meridiaa  lustre  of  his  transcendent  genius 
«— v^ho  manifested  the  same  glow  of  fancy, 
the  «ame  creative  imaginationi  which  dis- 
tingiidsbed  him  oa  every  question  which 
he  undertook  to  illuminate — that  oratory 
had  prevented  \\m  from  venturing  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House  ;  but  be 
would  now  venture  to  express  his  decided 
disapprobation  of  the  general  principle  ef 
the  war.  '  The  interference  of  foreign  nit- 
tions  m  the  internal  'government  of  ano- 
ther country,  was  not  reconcilable  to  any 
principle  of  equity.  How  #oifld  England 
have  received  the  declaration  of  Louis  14, 
if  he  had  presumed  to  prohibit  them  flrom 
choosing  William  3|  at  the  same  time  de- 
claring that  there  was  no  intention  of 
forcing  Jafties  2  .on  tbeir  throne  ^  This 
would  not  be  dictation,  according  to  the 
opinion  -of  certain  gentlemeni  because 
only  one  was  excluded ;  bat  our^  an* 
cestofi  showed  their  indignation  at  evep 
this  negative  mandate,  for  ihey  termed  it 
an  insolent  attempt  to  appoint  tbeir  Go- 
vernment. As  to  the  object  of  the  war,  he 
believedhit  ^m»  therestoration  of  iheBoor* 
bons.  If  not,  why  wai  Louis  19  asked  to 
accede  to  the  Treaty,  and  why  was  he  re* 
quired  to  appoint  his  contingent  of  trotfjps 
to  the^graad  Alliance  ?  Thn  was  a  ma- 
nifestation of  the  principle  that  actuated 
their  conduct.  He  a*greed  with  the  hon« 
member  (Mr.  Bankes),  that  if  the  Allied 
Powers  meant  to  unite  in  one  c^mmoa 
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effort  against  tbe  indiTidaal  at  the  head  of 
the  French  government,  they  ought  to 
fight  with  their  own  resources,  and  bad  no 
right  to  call  on  os  for  additional  burthens. 
HaYing^i?ided  against  the  war,  he  should 
certainly  divide  against  the  subsidy  for 
carrying  it  on.  Ol  this  he  was  persuaded, 
that  when  genilemen  proposed  to  levy 
war  against  tbe  military  power  of  France, 
they  were  taking  the  roost  effectual  means 
of  making  tbe  French  an  armed  people, 
capable  of  destroying  the  independence 
stnd  tranquillity  of  Europe..  The  personal 
character  of  Buonaparte  should  not»  he 
•aid,  preclude  us  from  attempting  to  se- 
cure a  peace  with  France,  and  we  had  no 
right  to  force  the  Bourbons  upon  the 
French*  contrary  to  their  wishes. 

Mr;  Siuari  Wortiey  could  not  avoid  ex* 
pressing  his  surprise  at  the  comparison 
which  the  right  bon,  baronet — a  Whig*— 
had  made  between  the  landing  of  William 
9  in  this  country,  and  the  landing  of  Buo- 
naparte in  France— two  cases  the.  most 
dissimilar  that  could  be  in)agined«  Wil- 
liam 3  was  invited  to  ihe  throne  by  the 
people  of  England.  No  treaty  existed 
between  him  and  Lpuis  14,  similar  to  that 
which  Buonaparte  bad  entered  into  with 
the  Allies^no'  treaty  subsisted  between 
him  and  the  inhabitants  of  England,  lijce 
that  which,  by  implication,  Buonaparte 
had  contracted  wiib  the  people  of  France. 
In  conclusion,  the  hon.  gentleman  stated 
his  determirialSoti  to  Vote  lor  tbe  sdbsidies,^ 
without  which  no  efficient  exertion  could' 
be  made  against  the  c^oynen  enemy.  • 

Mr*  WiUiam  Smii^  was  of  opinion,  that 
if>the  hopesof  ,an  efficient  co-operation 
against  Franee  depended  «n  our  readiness 
to  pay  the  stipulated  subsidies,  then  the 
hopes  of  a  sQccenfol  result  were  very 
slefider  indeed,  the  only  troe  foundation 
of  luccess  could  be  looked  for.  in  tbe  abi- 
lity and  d^rq^nation  of  the  respective 
.  Sovereigns  to  pay  theit  own  armies,  and 
in  the  spirit  of  their  people  to  prosecute 
the  war.  If  the  Allied  Sovereigns  ^ere 
influenced  in  their  proceedings  by  the 
prospect  of  procuung  subsidies  from  this 
country,  tbe  moment  we  ceased  to  pay 
those  subsidies,  that 'moment,  perhaps, 
they  would  ceas^  to  fight.  He  had  one 
other  obsei'valion  to  make*  After^  aiv 
arduous  strtiggle,  the  AUieiJkid  completely 
beaten  Buonaparte—- they  had  got  him 
within  their  power— 4hey  had  almolt  in- 
carcerated him— ^till,  however^  be  had 
contrhred  to  escape ;  and,  he  should  be 
glad  to  know,'  what  security  they  were  to 
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btve«  if  he  were  again  discomfited,  that 
he  would  not  aAerwards  disturb  tbe  peac* 
of  Europe. 

Mr.  Fei<r  Moort  did  not  doubt  that  we 
were  able  to  pay  tbe  subsidies ;  hot  be 
thought,  before  the  committee  agreed  to 
the  vote,  that  the  Chancellor  oi  the  Ex- 
chequer ought  to  stand  forward,  and  sute 
explicitly  the  situation  of  the  finances  of 
the  country.  In  the  name  of  his  consti- 
toents,  be  protested  against  this  war, 
which  would  cover  the  national  character 
with  disgrace,  and  plunge  them  and  their 
families  in  poverty  and  ruin. 

The  Committee  then  divided : 

For  the  motion.. .' I60 

Against  it ....• 17 

Majority •••  145 

The  House  resumed,  and  the  report  waa 
ordered  to  be  received  on  Tuesday. 
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Roman  Catholic  QuisTfON.]  Sir 
Henry  Pamell  observed,  that  he  held  inhb 
hand  a  Petition,  signed  by  6,000  persons 
from  his  Majesty  *s  Roman  Catboitc  sub- 
jects in  York,  Birmingham,  Norwich,  &c. 
praying  for  an  unqualified  emancipation 
from  all  civil  and  military  disquafificationi 
which  at  present  oppress  them.  He 
thought  it  unnecessary  to  speak  to  the 
general  priuciple  of  the  Petition,  as  it 
would  necessarily  be  involved  in  tbe  mo- 
tion he  would  subsequently  submit  to  the 
Hous4^  He  then  moved  that  the  Petition 
be  laid  on  the  table,  which  was  ordered. 

Tbe  hon.  baronet  then  moved,  '*  That 
,  the  several  entries  in  ^e  Journals  of  this 
Heuse,.of  tbe  22d  day  of  Jtfne  1812,  and 
of  the  25th  day  of  February,  and  the  2d 
day  of  March  1813,  of  the  proceedings 
of  tbe  House  in  relatioa  to  his  Majesty's 
Roman  Catholic  subjecu  in  Great  Britain 
and  Irelaod,  might  be  read;''  and  the 
same  being  read, 

.  Sir  HanyPameU  rose  and  addressed  the 
House  as  fellows  :-^Mr.  Speaker ;  I  have 
requested  that  the  clerk  might  read  from 
the  Journals,  the  Resolutions  we  have  just 
t>ctord,  in  order  to  bring  undifr  tbe  view  of 
tbe  House  the  progress  that  has  been 
made  towards  the  entire  repeal  of  the 
penal  laws  which  aggrieve  his  Majesty's 
.  Roman  Catholic  subjects.  The  last  Pur- 
liament  declared  the  expediency  of  taking 
these  laws  into  consideration;  and  the 
present    one   has   expressed,   on   three 
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several  dirisioni,  thai  it  is  advisable  to 
remove  the  civil  and  military  disqaalifi* 
cations  under  which  the  Catholics  labour. 
I  may,  therefore^  say  the  principle  of  a 
legislative  measure  for  eQecting  this  re- 
moval is  absolutely  carried ;  and  that  all 
that  remains  for  ns  now  to  discuss  and 
consider  \»,  the  plan  and  regulations  by 
which  this  principle  may  be  called  forth 
Mito  active  operation.  This  being  the 
case,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me,  in  order 
to  induce  the  House  to  accede  to  the  mo- 
tion I  shall  propose  to  it,  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  commiitee,  to  occupy  any  of  its 
time  in  referring  to  those  great  principles 
of  constitutional  right  and  political  ezpe* 
pediency  which  have  been  so  frequently, 
so  eloquently,  and  so  successfully  enforced 
on  many  former  occasions,  by  my  right 
iiOB.  friend  (Mr.  Grattan).  He  has,  in 
fact,  virtually  carried  this  question  ;  to 
him  is  due  all  the  merit  of  having  been 
the  first  in  the  Irish  Hpuse  of  Commons, 
and  the  first  in  this,  to  obtain  a  vote 
for  the  repeal  of  the  whole  Catholic  penal 
code ;  to  him  every  Catholic  will  yet 
have  to  Iqok  op  as  their  great  deliverer 
from  t)ie  most  intense  system  of  persecu- 
tion that  ever  disgraced  a  governibent  or 
Aggrieved  a  people ;  whatever  mfty  re- 
main to  be  dona  to  raise  the  various  parts' 
of  the  building  of  wh}ch  he  has  laid  the 
foundation,  mustj  in  the  common  course  of 
events,  soon  be  completed,  though  i«3p'e- 
diments  may  check  their  progress,  and 
less  skilful  hands  may  be  jcm ployed  to 
oonstruct  them. 

The  same  reason  which  rendera  it  un- 
' necessary  for  me  to  refer  to  the  great- 
princi()Ie8  of  right  and  expediency,  ren- 
ders it  also  unnecessary  fur  me  id  notice, 
in  the  smallest  degree,  that  maze  of  argu- 
ment which  has  so  often  beenso  largely 
doled  out  from  the  inexhaustible  source  of 
bulls  and  canons ;  or  to  stop  to  consider 
that  other  description  of  adirerse  argument, 
which  has  been  founded  on  the  Bill  of 
Pight^  and  the  Act  of  Settlement;  for 
lioth  these  classes  of  objections  have  been 
fully  and  finally  answered  by-the^vote  of 
ttie  House,  declaring  it  to  be  advisable  to 
remove  all  civil  and  military  disqualifica- 
tions. The  question  that  we  have  totlis- 
coss  and  decide  upon,  is  reduced,  in  fact, 
to  a  very  narrow  compass.  The  obstacle 
to  its  success  is  readily  to  be  learnt  from 
the  fate  of  the  Bill  of  my  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Grattan)  in  the  session  of  1813.  For 
although,  correctly  speaking,  that  Bill 
waa  lost  by  a  majority  voting  against  the 
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clause  enabling  Catholics  to  sit  in  parlia^^ 
mem,  every  one  will  admit,  the  circum- 
stance which  gave  success  to  the  opposU 
tion  to  that  clause,  was  the  hostility  tho 
Catholics  had  previously  Manifested  against 
those  regulations  of  the  Bill,  which  related 
to  the  future   appointments  of  Catholio 
bishops.     Every  one  who  takes  a  dispas? 
sionate  view  of  the  present  state  of  the 
question,  will  agree  with  me  in  aaying, 
that  the  only  obstacle  which  now  exists 
in  the  way  of  the  emancipation  of  the 
Catholics,  is  the  claim  to  give  the  Crown 
a  control  over  the  future  appointment  of 
the  bishops,  as  the  condition  of  conced? 
uig  this  measure,  which  has  been  set  up 
on  one  side,  and  is  objected  to  on  the 
other.    If  either  party  were  to  give  way, 
no  one,  I  think,  can  deny  the  whole  con- 
test would  be  at  an  end,  and  the  emanci- 
pation  would   be  the  immediate  result. 
The  true  question,  then,  at  issue  is,  is  there 
any  just  cause  or  real  necessity  for  this 
control  ?    if  there   is,  the  €athoIics  are 
wrong  in  refusing  to  consent  to  it ;  but  if 
there  is  not,  then  the  fault  rests  on  them 
who  persevere  in  requiring  it.    This,  Sir, 
I  beg  the  House  wfll  observe,  is  the  firat 
opportunity  it  has  yet  had  of  fairly  and 
/oUy  examining  this  question.    It  has  cer- 
tainly often  come  befbre  it  incidentally  ; 
but  n|ver  without  being  embarrassed  by 
the:whd!e  mass  of  conflicting  argument 
which  belongs  to  the  general  question  of 
emancipation.    Let  me  afso^beg  the  House 
will  observe,  that  no  member  ^iias  y«t  ex- 
plained in  what  ivay  the  removal  of  all 
civil   and    military  disqualifications  will 
contribute  to  entlanger  the -Protestant*  es- 
tablishments.   "This  task  it  is  the  duty  of 
those  members  to  perform,  who  say,  they 
will  not  vote  for  the  remosial  of  ibem, 
without  giving  the  Crown  a  control  over 
the  appointment  of  the-biahops ;  it  is  their 
business  to  point  out  in  clea^  and  distinct 
terms,  so  that  every  ordinary  i»;^erstand- 
ing  may  comprehend  them,  how  the  dan- 
ger is  to  arise,  whence  it  is  to  come^  how 
to  operate  to  weaken  the  Protestant  settle- 
ment in  Church  and  State ;  for  all  policy . 
is  extremely  suspicious,  that  sacrifices  any 
part  Q(the  peopie<to  the  ideal  good  of  the 
whole  community*    So  far  as  the  Catholic 
bishops  are  concerned,  no  guilt  i^imputed 
to  them ;  their  conduct  in  the  rebellions 
of  1715,  1745,  and  1798,  and  their  esta- 
blished character  for  prudence,  place  thjsm 
beyond  all  suspicion.     In  regard  to  the 
Catholic  laity,  what  danger  can  be  ex- 
pected from  ibem  can  be  judged  of  by  the 
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prob&bTe  eflTecl  of  complete  emancipation. 
What  can  be  its  certain  and  practical  ef- 
fect on  the  Catholic  body  at  large,  t>ut 
universal  content  and  unqualified  gratitude 
to  the  Legislalure  that  grants  it?  This 
must  be,  according  to  every  principle  of 
haroan  natare,  and  according  to  whit  ex- 
perience teaches  ns,  the  immediate  effect 
of  the  repeal  of  the  penal  code.  Hoiv, 
then,  I  ask,  is  the  supposed  consequence 
to  arise  from  it,  of  danger  to  the  esta- 
blishments? If  this  cannot  b6  made  out, 
then  there  exists  no  foundation  for  the 
claim  of  control  over  the  Catholic  bishops 
<i— and  certainly  till  it  is  fully  proved,  thefte 
is  no  just  ground  for  finding  fault  with  the 
Catholics  for  repugnance  on  their  part  to 
concede  it. 

In  regard  to  the  influence  now  enjoyed 
by  the  Pope  over  the  church  of  Ireland, 
if  this  were  fully  examined  into  and  accu- 
rately understood,  it  would,  I  think,  ap- 
pear that  no  great  degree  of  danger  c^n 
justly  be  apprehended  from  that  quarter. 
The  House  is  not  aware  that  the  Cathblic 
church  of  Ireland  is  a  very  independent 
church  of  the  see  of  Home ;  th^t  it  pos- 
sesses almost  every  power  within  itself 
that  is  necessary  for  its  administration  and 
perpetuation.  In  >vhat  degree  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Pope  is  admitted  may  be 
explained  very  shortly  :  First,  in  respect 
to  marriage,  he  has  the  power  of  dispensing 
with  the  prohibited  degrees  of  marriage:*- 
Secondly,  in  cases  of  disputes  amongst  the 
clergy,  upon  points  of  duty,  precedence, 
&c.  he  decides  on  appeals  in  case  the  do- 
mestic courts  of  appeal  cannot  settle  thei6  : 
*— Thirdly,  he  conters  canonical  institution 
on  bishops.  In  regard  to  the  two  first 
cases,  I  shall  make  no  observations  upon 
them,  because  they  have  fallen  into  disuse, 
but  proceed  a't  once  to  explain  the  nature 
of  the  last.  In  fact  and  practice  th«  Irish 
bishops  and  clergy  fill  up  every  vacancy 
of  a  see.  The  clergy  of  the  diocese  re- 
commend a  fit  person  to  the  bishops  of  the 
province :  the  bishops  install  and  conse- 
crate him.  The  elected  bishop  writes  a 
letter  of  communion  to  the  Pope,  signify- 
iilg  that  he  is  in  communion  with  the 
Other  bishops  of  the  Catholic  church,  and 
the  Pope,  upon  this;  sends  him  the  pall, 
being  the  sign  and  form  of  canonical  in- 
atitution  to  the  see.  But  the  elected 
bishop  is  a  good  bishop,  and  acts  as  such 
for  every  ecclesiastical  purpose,  except 
that  of  giving  holy  orders,  even  before  he 
receives  the  pall.  If  the  Pope  refuses  to 
give  the  pall  to  the  elected  bishop,  ano- 


ther and  another  is  elected  till  the  Pope 
thinks  proper  to  give  it;  but,  in  point  of 
fact,  he  uniformly  gives  it  to  the  first  that 
is  elected. 

According  to  this  statement  it  will  ap- 
pear, that  all  essential  power  of  appoint- 
ing bishops  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Irish 
Clergy— that  the  Pope  only  confirms  the 
dcts  of  others;  and  that  if  he  wished  to 
interfere  to  carry  any  appointment  merely* 
his  own,  he  would  nave  to  contend  with 
all  the  prejudices  and  alt  the  interests  of 
the  Iriiih  Catholic  Cbotch.  But  little  as 
this  influence  of  the  Pope's  always  has 
been,  it  has  daily  become  less  and  less, 
while  we  have  been  occupied  in  forming 
apprehensions  of  the  danger  of  it,  by  the 
successful  efforts  of  tha  Irish  Priests,  to 
restore  the  right  of  xht  De^n  and  Chapter 
to  elect  to  vacant  sees.  On  this  head 
considerable  progress  has  been  made,  and 
thus  the  measure  of  domestic  nomination, 
one  propbsed  plan  of  ftecuritv,  has  been 
silently  and  rapidly  advanced.  This  in- 
fluence must  also  appear  to  many  much 
less  formidable  than  it  did  some  years 
ago,  when  in  the  celebrated  letter  of  lord 
'Grenvilk  on  the  Veto,  the  whole  danger 
^as  made  to  exist,  up6n  the  person  of  the 
Pope  being  in  the  pciwer  of  Budnapart^. 
All  these  several  circumstances,  when 
minutely  looked  into  and  duly  considered, 
must  contribute,  at  least,  to  allay  much 
of  the  apprehension  that  has  prevailed  in 
regard  to  the  Pope,  ff  not  to  remove  it 
altogether.  So  will  also  the  inquiring 
into  the  probable  effects  of  emancipation 
on  the  Catholic  laity,  and  into  the  past 
condcic't  of  the  Catholic  bishops  and 
clergy. 

I  think.  Sir,  oh  the  whole,  I  may  safely 
say,  the  more  this  question  of  a  control 
over  the  Catholic  bishops  is  examined, 
(he  more  evident  it  will  appear,  that  it 
is  somewhat  unreasonable  to  keep  the 
whole  Catholic  body  excluded  from  the 
full  enjoyment  of  equal  laws,  beciiuse  they 
think  that  no  such  control  is  necessary. 
I  think,  also,  that  I  may  safely  say,  that 
it  is  even  still  more  unreasonable,  not  only 
to  continue  this  exclusion,  but  to  be 
angry  with  the  Catholics  for  asking  it 
without  conditions,  because  the  necessity 
of  this  control  should  be  certainly  proved 
before  any  offence  can  justly  be  taken  with 
them— and  I  think  I  may  further  say,  that 
as  the  question  at  present  stands,  between 
those  who  claim  the  control,  and  those 
who  -are  unwilling  to  agree  to  it,  both 
justice  and  expediency  require  the  claim 
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shoald  be  abandoned  altogether.  Feeling, 
Sir,  the  great  and  only  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  the  success  of  my  motion  to  be  the  f  ery 
prevalent  opinion  that  arrangements  for 
giving  this  control  to  the  Crown  shoald 
be  required  as  an  indisputable  condition 
for  giving  the  constitution  to  the  Catholics, 
I  have  endeavoured  to  obtain  a  re-consi- 
deration, by  what  I  have  said,  of  the 
grounds  on  which  that  opinion  is  formed, 
with  the  confident  hope,  that,  if  ev^n  I 
may  fail  in  bringing  others  to  think  as  I 
do  on  the  subject,  I  may  contribute  to  in- 
duce them  Xo  require  no  such  plan  of 
arrangements  as  shall  arouse  the  jealousy 
and  alarm  the  religious  scruples  of  the 
Catholics ;  my  great  and  only  object 
being,  in  all  I  have  advanced,  to  do  every 
thing  that  lies  in  my  power  to  produce  an 
approximation  of  feeling,  and  to  lead  to 
the  mutual  conciliation  of  those  who  now 
so  ardently  press  arrangements,  and  those 
who  are  so  equally  warm  in  refusing  to 
grant  them. 

If,  Sir,  the  House  shall  think  proper  to 
adopt  my  motion  for  going  into  a  com* 
mittee,  I  shall  move  in  it  those  resolutions 
^which  I  communicated  to  the  House  on  a 
recent  occasion.  I  f^el  great  pleasure  in 
being  able  to  say,  that  I  have  received 
very  strong  testimony  of  the  utility  of 
making  those  resolutions  public.  I  learn 
from  Irelandi  that  some  very  learned  Pro- 
testants say,  they  are  simple,  temperate 
and  practicable — and  that  otiiers  more 
violent  admit  they  remove  much  objec- 
tion to  the  measure  of  Emancipation,  by 
showing  that  the  Catholics  do  not  seek 
any  provision  for  endowing  the  Catholic 
clergy  with  tythes^  giving  them  a  per- 
manent establishment  for  building  chapels* 
I  am  told  by  Catholics  of  this  country, 
that  the  publication  of  them  has  been  of 
the  greatest  service  to  their  cause ;  and 
they  certainly  are  the  best  opinion,  as 
being  the  best  judges  of  their  own  inte- 
rests. I  trust  also,  that  some  members  of 
this  House,  who  have  called  for  a  distinct 
and  final  statement  of  what  it  is  the  Ca- 
tholics solicit,  will  acknowledge  that  I 
have  acted  right  in  complying  with  their 
wishes.  The  model  on  which  these  reso- 
lutions have  been  framed,  is  the  Irish  Act 
of  1793.  There  is  nothing  in  them  either 
of  claim  or  of  expression,  which  may  not 
be  supported  on  that  precedent. 

The  House  having  already  voted  the 
principle  of  the  expediency  ofremoving  all 
disqualifications,  it  is  unnecessary  to  call 
upon  it  to  yote  that  principle  again^  and 
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therefore  the  resolutions  have  been  framed^ 
so  as  to  bring  under  the  consideration  of 
the  House  tpe  several  matters  of  detail 
which  are  wanting  to  give  that  principle 
full  ffiect.  Of  the  eight  Resolutions, 
three  are  calculated  for  reinstating  the 
Catholics  in  the  rights  justly  and  natu- 
rally appertaining  to  free  subjects;  and 
five  are  framed  for  removing  specified 
hardships  respecting  the  Catholic  clergy 
-—schools,  education,  marriages,  and  wor« 
ship.  The  first  provides  that  Catholics 
may  hold,  acquire,  and  dispose  of  pro- 
perty, landed  and  personal,  as  freely  as 
Protestants*  The  law  now  prescribes  as  m 
precedent  condition,  that  they  shall  pub- 
licly, in  open  court,  take  and  rekd  aiuud^ 
and  solemnly  subscribe  the  oaths  and  de- 
clarations of  1774  and  17II3,  and  obtain  a 
certificate  of  their  qualification,  and  be 
obliged  at  all  times  to  preserve  and  pro- 
duce such  certificate  as  their  protection. 
If  a  Catholic  shall  happen  -to  neglect 
(through  ignorance,  inadvertence,  or  in- 
firmity) to  perform  this  condition,  all  his 
landed  property,  beyond  farms^of  thirty- 
one  years,  and  held  at  fents  not  less  than 
two-thirds  of  the  f^  yearly  value,  is 
liable  to  be  confiscated  at  the  suit  of  what 
is  called  a  Protestant  Discoverer,  under 
the  Act  of  Anne.  A  suit  of  this  sort  took 
place  not  many  years  ago,  by  which  an 
attempt  was  made  to  set  aside  a  will  of  a 
surgeon  M'Evoy,  by  one  of  his  brothers, 
who  conformed  for  that  purpose*  The 
second  Resolution  places  Catholics  upon 
an  equal  footing  with  their  fellow-subjects, 
respecting  the  elective  franchise.  By  the 
present  law,  English  Catholics  cannot  vote 
for  members  of  Parliament;  but  Irish  Ca* 
tholics  may  do  so  upon  condition  of  taking 
the  oaths  of  1774  and  1793.  Now,  the 
elective  franchise,  being  a  right  appen* 
dant  to  the  enjoyment  of  freehold  .pro- 
perty, ought  to  pass  freely  with  the  pro- 
perty* The  eighth  Resolution  gives  ad- 
mission to  Catholics  to  Parliament  and  to 
all  offices  of  trust,  honour,  or  profit,  in  the 
service  of  their  country.  Its  effect,  if 
passed  into  a  law,  will  b^  that  of  restoring 
religious  freedom  in  principle  and  prac« 
tice  to  the  Catholic  people'  of  the  British 
empire.  The  rights  sought  by  these  three 
Resolutions  stand  upon  the  broad  prin- 
ciple of  equal  benefits,  equal  duties,  and 
equal  protection  for  all  subjects,  the  true 
principle  of  the  British  constitution ;  and 
this  principle  must  be  infringed  if  any 
office  under  the  Crown  be  accessible  to 
one  class,  and  inaccessible  to  the  olber. 
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or  tf  any  c6flNlilioii  of  a  oitH  oalore  bo 
ioifiosed  upon  the  one,  wbkh  i«  not  ioi- 
posod  upon  tfce  6th«r — or  if  iiiy  roKgious 
testy  incontpattble  wtt^t  prtrate  coiMei« 
oace,  is  imposed  op  on  either.  The  re* 
maiiiing  five  resoloiions  relate  wholly  to 
freedom  and  security  of  worship,  protec* 
Uon  of  the  clergy,  forms  of  marriagfCt  fa* 
GtUties  of  education,  and  the  like  objects, 
lo  which  even  the  most  fierce  opponents 
of  the  cif  11  rights  of  the  Catb<ylics  may 
aafely  accede.  In  respect  to  the  Resolotion 
for  securing  to  soldiers  their  own  worship, 
I  bare  received  a  paper  this  morning  that 
will  serve  to  show  how  necessary  it  is  to 
make  some  legal  provilion  on  this  head* 
It  was  posted  upon  a  Cstholic  chapel  in 
Cork  last  Sonday  se'nnight.  It  mentions 
a  case  of  a  soldier  of  the  city  of  Cork  mi- 
Htia  having  been  forced  to  go  to  the  Esta- 
blished Church,  and  goes  directly  to  stop 
all  recruiting.  This  document  proves  the 
General  Order  of  the  Duke  of  York  to  be, 
as  I  have  before  in  this  place  said  it  would 
prove,  wholly  insufficient — ^and  that,  -  if 
vou  mean  to  recruit  your  army  in  Ire* 
land,  you  roust  pass  a  law  on  the  sob* 
ject.  % 

I  think  I  have  a  right  to  say  that  my 
motion  ooght  to  be  acceded  to  for  going 
into  a  committee,  if  it  was  only  in  order 
to  pass  such  a  law.  I  also  feel  that  I  have 
a  right  to  expect  the  votes  of  many  dis- 
tinguished  members ;  of  you.  Sir,  even  if 
you  should  become  capable  of  voting, 
from  the  admissions  that  were  made  in 
the  debates  of  the  session  of  1813;  for  of 
all  that  is  asked  in  the  Resolutions  I  have 
to  propose,  the  whole  has  been  conceded 
as  fit  to  be  giv«n,  except  seats  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  a  few  of  the  very  highest 
offices  in  the  state.  It  will,  I  know,  be 
objected  to  these  Resolutions,  that  they 
contain  no  provision  for  what  is  called 
Protestant  securities.  This  is  very  true ; 
but  although'  they  contam  no  such'  provi^ 
sion,  if  they  are  adopted  and  passed  into 
a  law,  it  will  be  a  law  Confirming  the 
Tery  best  possible  security  to  the  Pro- 
testant esublishments ;  the  British  con* 
nexion  and  the  British  constitution':  be- 
cause it  wiJI  give  the  most  complete  satis- 
fiaotion*  to  the  Catholics,  draw  forth  the 
most  enthusiastic  gratitude,  and  rivet  their 
afl^tions  for  ever  to  the  prospeHty  and 
preservation  of  the  British  empire.  This 
will  be  the  certain  coniequen<fe  of  unqoa* 
tified  emancipation  ;  why,  then,  risk  the 
unme^surable  value  of  such  an  acquisition, 
by  barteriitfr  aboni^  ecclesiiislical  afranse^ 
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menta?  If  in  pr^ifhortfon  that  yo*  gain' 
control  over  the  appointment  of  the  bi- 
shops, 3roo  dfkninttli  the  valoe  of  thO' 
boon  of  eosancipatfoB,  you  do  the  stato  no 
good  by  granting  it^k-and,  ifyoohasnr^ 
the  whole  value  of  the  boon  by  aeeking** 
this  contest,  you  may  actually  do  it  barm;> 
when  a  sound  policy  would  secure  -  the' 
greatest  priee  this  empire  could  now  re* 
ceive,  the  real  umon  of  its  whole  people* 
I  shall  now  conclude  by  moving,  * 

*«  That  this  House  will  resoWe  itself 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
take  into  its  consideration  the  state  of  the^ 
laws  affecting  his  Majesty's  Roman  Ca** 
tholic  subjecu.^' 

Sir  J.  a  HipfMe^  said,  that  he  could 
not  reconcile  himself  tb  a  silent  vote  oq< 
the  present  ocoasion,  having  long  exer« 
cised  all  the  best  faculties  of  his  mind'  ttt 
the  consideration  of  the  general  sobjeeV 
with  which  the  motion  of  the  hoii*  be^ 
ronet  was  so  intimately  connected.  Htf 
regretted  he  had  not  been  in  his  places 
when  the  Petition,  stated  to  be  that  of  iM 
English  Catholics,  was  presented,  as  hc^ 
shookl  certainly  have  called  the  attentionr 
of  the  House  to  it;  and,  indeed,  tte  #aV 
satisfied*  that  there  were  scarcely  twi» 
names  of  English  Catholics  of  weight  aitdf 
consideration  in  the  coontry  to  be  founit 
among  the  signatures.  As  to  nnqealifi^ti 
concession,  such  as  was  contended  for  in 
all  the  petitions  #hich  had  been  pre^ 
sented  on  the  same  subject  during*  tfat^ 
present  iession,  his  views  of  the  que^idil 
had  ever  been  opposed  to  it.  Restrictieni 
operating  against  the  encroachment  of  li 
fbreign  juriklictioft,  such  for  instance,  aiT 
the  Roman  curia,  were  consistent  with  the 
soundest  and  most  equitable  policy.  Wd 
had  only  to  look  to  the  pages  of  history^^M 
to  the  municipal  regulations  of  ev^y 
state  where  tbey  could  be  found  judw 
cioosly  interwoven  with  their  civil  anti 
ecclesiastical  jurisprudence;  In*  the  im-' 
portant  document  under  the  signature  of 
a  great  ecclesiastical  functionary  of  thd 
See  of  Ilome,  and  Which  had  been  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  House— the  Letter  of 
Monsignor   Qu9rantotti*--»thi8    principle 

*  Translation  of  a  Letter  from  Monsignoe 
Qaarantotti,  to  the  Right  Reverend 
Dr.  «Poynter,  V.  A. 

«'  iMost  Illustrious  and  Right  Reverendf 
Lord; 

**  With  great  pletlsure  we  have  Teamed, 
tfhat  a  Bill,  fojr  i\it  emancipation  of  the* 
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was  admitted  it  a  ratioaal  object  to  be  con* 
tended  fdr;-*at  that  period*  namely,  in 
the  abseace  of  the  present  Pope»  that  pre- 

Catholics  of  yoor  flourishing  kingdom 
froln  penal  laws,  which  was  proposed  in 
the  last  year,  and  lost  by  a  small  minority* 
may  probably  be  again  presented  in  this 
session  of  Parliament.  It  is  oor  ardent 
wish,  that  this  Act»  so.mach  desired,  may 
at  length  be  passed ;  and  that  the  Catho- 
lics, who  have  ever  giren  such  distin- 
guished proofs  of  their  obedience  and 
fidelity,  may  at  length  be  delivered  from 
the  heavy  yoke  by  which  they  have  so 
long  been  oppressed;  and  that,  without 
any  detriknent  to  (heir  honours  or  estates, 
they  may  give  full  scope  to  those  exer- 
tions, which  both  religion  and  the  good 
of  their  country  require  of  them.  And 
this  may  be  surely  expected  from  your 
most  beneficent  Sovereign,  and  from  that 
yiustrious  nation,  which,  on  former  occa- 
aions,  and  especially  in  these  latter  times, 
has  acquired  so  much  glory  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  whole  world  for  its  equity, 
prudence,  and  other  virtues.  And,  since 
U  has  been  represented,  that  among'  the 
bishops  certain  questions  and  differences 
have  arisen,  relative  to  the  conditions  on 
which  the  Catholics  are  to  be  placed  on 
an  equality  with  their  fellow-subjects— 
We  who,  in  the  absence  of  the  Supreme 
Pastor,  are  placed  over  the  concerns  of 
the  sacred  missions;  aiid,  for  that  pur- 
pose, are  invested  with  full  pontifical 
powers;  have  thought  it  incumbent  on  us 
to  remove  every  ambiguity  and  obstacle 
which  might  impede  so  desirable  a  con- 
ciliation ;  and,  by  the  authority  and  con- 
aent  of  the  Holy  See,  to  supply  such 
£M:ulties  as  do  not  come  within  the  ordi- 
nary limits  of  episcopal  jurisdiction.  Hav- 
ing, therefore,  taken  the  advice  of  the 
Biost  learned  prelates  and  divines;  having 
examined  the  letters  which  have  been 
transmitted  to  us  both  by  your  lordship 
and  the  archbishop  of  Dublin ;  and  the 
matter  having  been  maturely  discussed 
In  a  special  congregation;  it  is  4iecreed, 
that  the  Catholics  may,  with  satisfaction 
and  gratitude,  accept  and  embrace  the 
Bill  which  was  last  year  presented  for 
their  emancipation,  in  the  form  in  which 
your  lordship  has  laid  it  before  us.  One 
point  only  requires  some  explanation; 
and  that  is,  the  second  part  of  the  Oath, 
by  which  the  clergy  is  so  restrained,  as 
not  to  be  permitted  to  bold  any  cprre- 
^ondence  with  the  Sovereigf^  Pontiff  and 
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late  was  invested  with  all  the  authority^  of 
the  Ecclesiastical  Government,  and  be- 
fore issuing  that  rescript  he  had  called  to 

't  ■  ,  ' 

his  ministers,  which  may,  directly  or  in- 
directly, subvert,  or  in  any  way  disturb, 
the  Protestant  Government  or  Church.  It 
is  evidently  by  divine  authority,  the  special 
doty  of  the  ministers  of  the  Church,  every- 
where, to  propagate  the  Catholic  faith  (the 
only  faithwhich  can  lead  to  eternal  felicity), 
and  to  refute  erroneous  doctrines.  This 
is  tanght  by  the  precepts  of  the  gospel, 
and  by  the  example  of  the  apostles  and 
their  successors.  Now,  should  a  Catholic 
convert  any  Protestant  to  the  orthodox 
religion,  he  might  be  deemed  guilty  of 
perjury ;  as,  by  such  conversion,  he 
might  seem,  in  some  sort,  to  disturb  the 
Protestant  Church.  Understood  in  this 
sense,  the  oath  cannot  lawfully  be  taken, 
as  being  repugnant  to  the  Catholic  Faith. 
If,  on  the  other  «hand,  this  be  the  meaning 
of  the  legislators—that  the  ministers  of 
the  Catholic  Church  are  not  forbidden  to 
preach,  instruct,  and  give  counsel,  but  are 
only  prohibited  from  disturbing  the  Pro- 
testant Church  or  Government  by  violence, 
and  arms,  or  evil  artifices  of  whatever 
kind ;  this  is  just,  and  entirely  consonant 
to  our  principles. 

•'  To  you,  therefore,  it  belongs,  with  all 
humility  and  earnestness,  to  supplicate 
the  high  court  of  Parliament,  that  in 
order  to  quiet  and  secure  the  consciences 
of  the  Catholic  Clerg}^  it  will  affix  some 
modification  or  declaration  to  this  clause 
in  the  oath,  which,  removing  every  ambi- 
guity, may  leave  them  ibe  liberty  peace* 
fully  to  preach  and  to  persuade.  In  case 
the  Bill  be  already  passed,  containii^|^  the 
same  words,  or  that  nothing  in  it  is  al- 
lowed to  be  altered,  let  the  Clergy  acqui- 
esce; and  it  will  be  sufficient  for  them 
publicly  to  declare,  that  this,  and  this 
only,  is  the  sense  in  which  they  have 
sworn  to  it,  so  that  nothing  in  th^  oath 
may  be  adverse  to  orthodox  doctrine; 
and,  that  this  protest  may  be  generally 
known,  and  be  for  an  example  to  poste- 
rity, this  construction  of  it  shall  be  pub- 
licly recorded.  It  were  to  be  wished^ 
likewise,  if  it  can  be  obtained,  that  a  de- 
claration should  be  made  by  some  of  the 
members  of  Parliamertt,  that  Government 
requires  the  oath  from  the  Catholic  Clergy 
in  this  sense,  and  no  other.  Other  clauses, 
which  you  mention  as  contained  in  the 
same  Bill,  may  be  submitted  to  by  the 
indulgence  of  the  Apostolic  See. 
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his  aid  four  or  five  prelates  of  the  greatest 
eminence  then  it  Rome,  who  had  also 
been    engaged    in    considerable  depart- 

"  That  the  King  should  desire  to  be 
certified  of  the  loyalty  of  such  as  are  pro- 
moted to  a  bithioprick  or  deanery,  and 
should  be  auared  that  they  are  endowed 
with  SQch  qualities  as  become  a  good  sub- 
ject ;  that,  to  investigate  these  particulars, 
he  •  should  likewise  appoint  a  committee 
to  inquire  into  their  moral  conduct,  and 
make  a  report  to  his  Majesty,  as  your 
lordship  has  given  us  to  understand  is  the 
case;  that  for  the  tery  same  reason,  the 
King  should  require  that  foreigners,  and 
those  likewise  who  have  not  resided  five 
years  in  the  kingdom,  should  be  excluded 
from  such  dignities-^all  this,  as  it  regards 
only"^  what  is  within  the  competence  of 
civil  authority,  may  be  deserving  of  every 
toleration.  It  is  highly  proper  that  our 
prelates  should  be  agreeable,  and  accept- 
able to  the  King ;  that  they  should  exer- 
cise their  ministry  with  his  full  consent ; 
in  fine,  that  their  probity  should  be  evi- 
dent even  to  those  who  are  not  in  the 
bosom  of  the  Church.  For  a  bishop 
(as  the  Apostle  teaches,  Ist  Epistle  to 
Timothy,  iii.  7.)  must  haye  a  good  testi- 
mony from  them  who  are  without.  On 
these  accounts,  by  the  authority  vested  in 
Qs,  we  allow  that  those  who  are  designed 
for  a  bishoprick  or  deanery,  and  are  pro- 
posed by  the  clergy,  be  admitted  or  re- 
jected by  the  King,  according  to  the  pro- 
posed Bill.  Therefore,  after  the  clergy 
have,  in  the  usual  manner,  chosen  those 
whom  they  shall  have  judged  in  the  Lord 
to  be  worthy  to  be  exalted  to  those  digni- 
ties, in  Ireland  the  metropolitan  of  the  pro- 
vince, in  England  and  Scotland  the  senior 
apostolical  vicar,  shall  announce  them  to 
the  committee  for  the  Royal  approbation 
or  dissent.  If  the  candidates  be  rejected, 
others  shall  be  proposed,  who  may  be 
pleasing  to  his  Majesty ;  but,  if  approved, 
the  metropolitan  or  apostolical  vicar,  as 
above,  shall  send  the  act  of  their  election 
to  this  sacred  Congregation,  which,  having 
weighed  with  care  the  merits  of  each  in- 
dividual, shall  apply  to  the  Sovereign 
Pontiff  for  canonical  institution.  We  ob- 
serve, likewise,  that  it  is  the  office  of  the 
said  committee  to  examine  any  letters 
which  are  sent  to  any  of  the  clergy  of 
Great  Britain  from  the  Ecclesiastical 
Powers,  and  diligently  to  inquire  whether 
any  thing  be  contained  therein  which  may 
be  obnoxiotti  to  the  Government,  or  in 
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ments  of  the  old  Ecclesiastical  Govern* 
ment,  and  who  concurred  in  the  recognition 
of  the  principles  of  restriction  which  havo 

any  way  disturb  the  public  tranqutlHty. 
Since  communication  with  the  head  of  the 
Church  in  spiritual  and  ecclesiastical  con* 
cerns  is  not  prohibited,  but  the  inspection 
of  the  committee  regarda  only  matters  of 
civil  policy,  this  likewise  ought  to  ba. 
acquiesced  in.  It  is  good  that  the  Go^ 
vernment  should  not  entertain  any  suspi* 
Cion  concerning  our  communications. 

«*  What  we  write  can  be  laid  open  to 
all ;  for  in  no  way  do  we  interfere  with 
civil  concerns :  our  attention  is  directed 
to  those  things  only  which  appear  to  ba 
required  by  the  divine  and  ecclesiastical 
law,  and  by  the  salutary  regulations  of 
church  discipline.  Those  matters  only 
shall  be  kept  secret,  which  affect  the  in- 
ternal tribunal  of  conscience;  but  fo^ 
this  we  see  it  is  sufficiently  provided  by 
the  clansea  insei;^ed  in  the  said  Bill :  and 
we  are  well  persuadikl  that  your  wise 
Government,  while  it  is  intent  on  pre^ 
serving  public  security,  will,  by  no  means, 
exact  that  the  Catholics  should  depart 
from  their  religion :  nay,  is  rather  pleased 
that  they  faithfully  adhere  to  it;  for  this 
holy  and  divine  religion  is  friendly  to 
public  authority,  gives  stability  to  thrones, 
and  makes  subjects  obedient,  faithful,  and 
emulous  of  their  country's  welfare*  No* 
thing,  therefore,  can  be  more  gratifying 
and  delightful  to  the  Apostolic  See,  than 
that  between  the  Government  and  its 
Catholic  subjects  there  should  exist  as 
entire  concord  and  a  mutual  confidence  ; 
that  the  ministers  of  the  state  should  never 
be  able  to  doubt  their  loyalty,  obedien<ie, 
and  attachment;  and  that  the  Catholicf 
themselves  should  be  devoted  to  their 
country  with  every  effort  of  zeal,  candour, 
and  alacrity.  We  therefore  exhort  all, 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  especially 
the  bishops,  to  lay  aside  contention ;  and, 
for  the  edification  of  others,  unanimously 
to  adopt  the  same  sentiments,  that  there 
may  be  no  room  for  schism,  nor  any  in* 
jury  be  done  to  the  Catholic  cause :  but 
that,  if  the  Bill  shall  be  passed,  by  which 
the  Catholics  shall  be  freed  from  the  penal 
restrictions  by  which  they  are  now  held, 
they  not  only  embrace  it  with  entire 
satisfaction,  as  has  already  been  said,  but 
express  the  strongest  sentiments  of  grati- 
tuae  to  bis  Majesty  and  his  most  august 
council,  for  so  great  a  benefit ;  and,  by 
their  conduct,  prove  themselTes  worthy  of 
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htnn  to  periidaeioody  reaitted  by  the 
Iriafa  Catholic  Board.  The  hon.  barooei 
Iben  adverted  lo  ihe  Eeioluiions  of  the 
Iriih  Catholic  Biihopsoo  1700,*  4vbich 
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it  In  conclusion,  we  reqoeft  of  yoor 
lordahip,  that  you  will  cause  ^ia  letter 
to  be  comiDunica^  to  M  tAie  biahops 
imd  apostolical  Ticara  in  the  kingdom : 
ftad»  trusting  that  they  will  promptly  and 
entirely  conform  themselyes  to  these 
IhingSy  which  from  the  power  vested  in 
us  have  been  decreed*  we  beseech  the 
Lord  God  Omnipotent  to  preserve  your 
lordship  for  length  of  yeaie ;  and.  at  die 
aame  time,  I  profess  myself  boond  to  you 
by  every  consideration,  and  am 

Your  moat  devoted  Servant, 
J.  B.  duAaANTOTTi,  Vi  CO -President. 
Michael  Adeodatus  Galsassi^ 
Substitute. 
^  Given  at  Rome  from  the  Cham« 
bers  of  the  Congregation  for 
the  Propagation  of  the  Faith, 
I'dth  February,  1814/' 

*  Copy  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  Roman 
Caiholic  Prelates,  assembled  at  Dublin 
on  the  17th,  1 8th  and  I9ib  of  Japuary, 
1799  ; — transmitted  to  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary of  Ireland. 

.  «'  At  a  meeting  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Prelates,  held  in  Dublin  the  ]7tb,  I8th 
and  ISith  of  January  17999  to  deliberate 
QD  a  proposal,  from  Government,  of  an 
independent  provision  for  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic Clergy  of  Iceland,  under  certain 
yegulaiions  not  incompatible  with  their 
doctrines,  discipline,  or  just  influence-*- 

*'  It  was  admitted.  That  a  provision 
through  Government  for  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic Clergy  of  this  kingdom,  competent 
and  secured,  ought  to  be  thankfully  ac- 
cepted. 

"  That  in  the  appointment  of  the  pe« 
lates  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  to 
yacant  sees  within  the  kingdom,  such  in> 
terference  of  Government  as  may  enable 
it  to  be  satbfied  of  the  loyalty  of  the  per- 
aon  appointed^  is  just^  aiad  ought  to  be 
agreed  to. 

"That  to  give  this  principle  its  full 
operation,  without  infringing  the  disci- 
pline of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  or 
diminishing  the  religious  influence  which 
prelates  ef  that  church  ought  justly  to 
possess  over  their  respective  flockr,  the 
fbllowiog  Regulations  seem  necessary : 

''  !•  In  the  vacancy  of  a  see,  the 
clergy  of  the  diocese  to  recomnead,  aa 


ftlio  had  been  praaented  imd  Imd  oo  the 
4ab>le  of  the  House,  signed  by  the  fonr 
mel^opolftanf  and  aijc  senior  biahops; 
in  wbich  they  agreed  to  the  measuree 
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nsoal,  a  caodadale  to  the  prelatea  of  the 
ecclesiastical  pcovince,  who  elect  him  or 
any  other  they  may  think  more  worthy, 
by  a  majority  of  sufliraget ;  in  the  case  of 
equality  of  sufiirages^  the  metropolitan  0|r 
aenior  prejate  u>  have  the  casting  vote. 

*'  9.  In  the  election  of  a  metfopolitaa, 
if  the  provincial  prelates  do  not  agree 
within  two  montha  after  the  vacancy,  the 
aeoiQr  prelate  shall  forthwith  invite  the 
anrviviag  metropolitans  to  the  election,  ia 
which  each  will  then  have  a  vote;  in  the 
equality  of  suffrages,  the  pretidiog  metro* 
politan  to  have  a  casting  vote. 

"  3.  In  these  elections,  the  majority  of 
•uffrages  must  be  ukra  mcdkt^ian,  as  the 
canons  reouire,  or  must  consist  of  the 
soflrages  of  more  than  half  the  elcotors. 

<'  4,  The  candidates  so  selected,  to  be 
presented  by  the  president  of  the  election 
to  Government,  which,  within  one  month 
after  suoh  presentation,  will  transmit  the 
name  of  the  said  candidate,  if  no  objection 
be  made  against  him,  lor  appointment  to 
the  Holy  See,  or  return  the  said  name  to 
the  president  of  the  election^  for  anch 
transmission,  aa  may  be  agreed  on. 

"  5.  If  Government  have  any  proper 
ol]\ieGtion  against  such  candidate,  the  pre* 
sideot  of  the  election  will  he  informed 
thereof  within  one  month  after  presenta- 
tion, who  in  that  case  will  convene  the 
electors  to  the  election  of  another  candi- 
date. 

"  Agreeably  to  the  discipline  of  the  Ro* 
man  Catholic  Churchy  these  regulations 
'  can  have  no  efiect  without  the  sanction  of 
the  Holy  See ;  which  aanction  the  Roman 
Catholics  of  this  kingdom  shall,  aa  soon 
as  may  be,  use  their  endeavours  to  pro* 
cure« 

"  The  Prelates  ate  satisfied  that  the  no* 
mination  of  parish  priests,  with  a  certifi* 
cate  of  their  having  taken  the  oath  i^ 
allegiance,  be  certified  to  Government. 
(Signed)        RiCHAan  (yRsiiXT. 
J.  S.  Troy. 
EnwAao  Dillon; 
Thomas  BaAT. 
P.  J.  Plunkatt* 

J.  MOTLAN. 

Daniel  Dblamt.  . 
;  Edmund  French; 
Jambs  Caulfibld* 
JoflN  CatMaB.'' 


DtprelMled  (by  the  Calh«lici  of  Abe  |^e-  f 
MBi  dsy.  Wfe«ii  be  bed  fir«l  aUttd«4«  ki 
the  UoiMe»  lo  the  •ntuect  of  the  reatora- 
tion  of  the  Jeseito,  an  etlempi  was  made 
40  iimi  hie  appreheMioaa  into  ridicule; 
it  wat  DOW  in  evideace  that  those  appre- 
kenuont  were  but  too  well  ibunded.  The 
esample  of  RuMia,  which  had  been  quoted 
ae  antboriiVt  was  not  applicable  to  this 
coontry;  for  when  Catharine,  for  her 
own  porpoies^  gave  an  asylum  to  the 
Jetiiiis  in  her  dominionfl»  the  took  care 
that  the  Greek  priests  of  the  National 
Church,  should  have  the  charge  of  the 
•religioue  education  of  all  who  were  not 
Catholics,  in  the  colleges  of  the  Jesuits : 
and  he  bad  been  aaored  from  the  best 
authority,  that  there  was  not  a  single  uh 
atance  of  any  convert  havbg  been  made 
4n  their  colleges  fron  the  Gntk  to  that 
of  the  Roman  Communion.  The  bon. 
baronet  then  referred  to  the  Bill,  which 
had  appeared  in  noet  of  the  Dublin  news- 
•papers,  which  was  intended  to  be  brought 
in  by  his  bon.  friend  (sir  H.  Parnell)  if 
•ancoesaful  in  the  previous  measure.  The 
-preankble  of  that  Bill  atated,  that  it  was 
just  and  expedient  that  his  Majesty's 
ftoman  Catholic  subjects  should  be  re- 
atored  to  their  just  rights,  and  to  all  the 
privileges  of  the  British  Constitution.  He 
contended  against  tiie  principle  of  right; 
nnd  that  to  whatever  new  privileges  they 
were  admitted,  they  were  to  be  considered 
as  concessions  of  civil  policy,  not  as  rights 
40  he  demanded.  It  had  been  said,  that 
this  measure  viould  have  the  effect  of 
conciliating  four  or  five  millions  of  Catho- 
lics. It  might  be  so««but  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet had  not  told  them  what  description 
of  persons  were  likely,  thereby,  not  to  be 
conciliated.  Were  there  not  from  twelve 
jto  fourteen  millions  of  subjects  .who  would 
consider  such  concessions  to  the  Catholics 
with  a  very  jealous  eye  }  And  did  not  the 
hon.  baronet  know  that  even  bis  own  eon^ 
duct  was  reprobated  by  the  Catholics 
themselves,  aad  that  he  was  reproached 
in  every  newspaper  i  Was  he  not  called 
the  tool  of  ministers,  of  lukewarm  friends, 
or  of  decided  enemies  ?  so  little  was  his  • 
own  measure  to  the  taate  of  those  for 
whom  he  stood  forward  as  the  advocate. 
With  respcet  to  the  oath,  in  tfaoireaolutions 
proposed  by  the  hon,  baronet,  it  was  in  a 
great  measnre  abrogated  as  a  security,  for 
it  was  to  be  taken  only  hy  those  who  held 
places  and  offices  of  truaL  He  remarked, 
that  if  the  Catholics  woald  be  at  the  Uoo- 
ble  to  torn  lo  dM  pegea  of  their  history. 
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they  wonld  ftnd  that  ^ir  Caldiolic  ance». 
ton  had  most  ywalously  contended  for 
securities  against  the  Pope's  authority 
in  England ;  and  even .  the  bigoted 
Mary  left  on  our  Statute  Book  all  those 
securities  enacted  prior  to  the  20th  of 
Henry  8.— With  respect  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, although  he  almost  despaired 
of  inducing  the  House  to  agcee  to  its  a|^ 
poinlment,  etill,  he  could  assure  them,  ho 
lelt  a  strong  conviction  in  his  mind,  that 
no  other  course  of  proceeding  could  poe^i 
sibly  have  any  adequate  effect  in  settling 
this  important  question ;  nor  could  be  see 
any  sound  objection  to  the  adoption  of 
that  mode  of  investigation,  which  indeed 
preceded  their  decision  on  almost  every 
great  measure.  When  an  alteration  in 
the  Com  Laws  was  contemplated  (among 
the  innumerable  instances),  the  subject  waa 
referred  to  a  select  committee ;  indeed 
there  was  scarcely  any  nmterial  question 
that  came  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  on  which  they  had  not  resorted  to 
the  report  of  a  select  committee  for  their 
instruction.  But  on  this  multitudinous 
subject,  when  they  were  called  on  to 
make  so  wide  a  departure  from  the  prin- 
ciples established  by  their  ancestors -« 
when  tbey  were  told  by  some,  that  the 
measure  would  bring  five  or  six  millions 
of  our  population  within  the  pale  of  the 
constitution— when  so  large  a  mass  of  the 
people  regarded  these  claims  as  matter  of 
right,  and  others  considered  them  merely 
as  concessions  of  policy — they  were  ready 
to  proceed  without  information,  except 
what  was  derived  firom  the  loose  debatea 
to  which,  at  different  times,  it  had  given 
rise.  Let  the  House  look  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  1813.  Was  there,  at  that  time,  a 
paper  relative  to  this  subject  on  the  table, 
with  the  exception  of  those  documents 
which,  on  his  own  motions,  bad  been  placed 
there  ?  And  he  conceived  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
apprise  the  House,  that  he  would  Ibllow 
up  the  course  be  had  commenced,  by 
moving  for  papers  of  a  similar  description, 
till  the  want  of  information  was  so  far  re- 
moved :  yet  all  this  would  fsll  far  short  of 
the  report  of  a  well-constttoud  committee. 
He  called  therofore  for  adequate  inquiry, 
and  he  could  not  support  any  measure 
which  fell  short  of  attaining  that  great  ob« 
ject  Viewing  this  subject  in  all  its  dif- 
ferent Hghu  and  bearings,  he  did  not 
mean  to  oppose  going  into  the  committee ; 
at  the  same  time  that  he  could  not  actively 
support  the  motion  for  that  purpose,  nt 
shonid  act  thss,  becnusoi  although  he  did 
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-not  think  the  motion  could  aniwer  any 
uaefal  purpose*  he  knew>  if  he  opposed  it, 
that  be  would  be  considered  as  having  re- 
sisted inquiry.  Many  of  the  resolutions 
which  the  hon,  baronet  informed  ihem  he 
meant  to  propose  in  the  committee,  were, 
in  his  opinion,  so  much  at  issue  with  many 
€f  those  great  principles  which  were  con- 
nected with  the  very  vitality  of  the  con* 
•atitution,  that  the  introduction  of  such  re- 
aolutions  as  the  basis  of  enactment,  with- 
out adequate  inquiry,  could  never  be  con- 
aistently  countenanced.  .  He  was  averse 
•from  opposing  any  discussion  that  might 
lead  to  useful  information  ;  but,  when  he 
aaw  those  Petitions  on  the  table,  copied 
"one  from  another,  praying  for  unqualified 
emancipation— when  he  knew  the  feelings 
and  opinions  of  the  most  respectable  and 
•ober-minded  Roman  Catholics  were  averse 
from  the  tone  of  those  Petitions,  as  he  had 
it  in  his  power  to  prove— -those  individuals 
being  ready  to  agree  to  certain  restrictions 
with  respect  to  the  nomination  of  bishops, 
as  coDstttoting  that  barrier,  which  was 
.«ne  that  might  be  advantageously  raised 
4igainst  the  encroachments  of  the  see  of 
■Rome — knowing  and  weighing  these  cir- 
«cumstances,  he  could  see  no  adequate 
l^ood  likely  to  accrue  from  the  motion: 
yet,  for  the  reasons  he  had  assigned,  he 
would  not  oppose  going  into  the  com- 
laittee* 

Mr.  Yorke  said,  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  detain  the  House  for  any  great  length 
of  time,  and  he  certainly  meant  to  avoid 
going  into  a  general  detail  of  the  princi- 
ples connected  with  this  subject,  which 
did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  necessary  for 
the  decision  of  the  present  question.  He 
could  not  help  expressing  some  surprise 
«t  the  conclusion  of  the  bon.  baronet's 
speech.  He  had,  in  a  very  clear  and  dis- 
tinct manner,  stated  his  objections  to  the 
resolutions;  and  having  pointed  out,  in 
terms  which  he  would  not  attempt  to 
describe,  the  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  unqualified  emancipation,  he  con- 
cluded his  speech  in  a  way  which  un- 
doubtedly excited  his  astonishment,  by 
declaring  that  he  did  not  mean  to  op- 
pose going  into  the  committee.  On 
this  he .  would  not  dictate  —  he  -would 
leave  it  to  the  hon«  baronet  to  reconcile 
the  inconsistency  which  was  observable 
between  the  general  tenour  of  his  speech, 
and  his  resolution  to  abstain  from  opposing 
the  motion :  but  this  he  would  say,  that  if 
every  gentleman  acted  as  the  hon.  baronet 
|»eant  to  do,  the  very  dangers  which  be 
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apprehended  were  likely  to  be  visited  on 
them,  against  the  conviction  of  their  better 
judgment.  Now,  he  would  ask,  what  part 
of  the  House  were  likely  to  support  the 
present  motion  ?  None  of  those  who  op- 
posed the  committee  in  1813  Were  now 
likely  to  change  their  opinion.  With  re- 
spect to  ,those  (and  he  believed  ther 
were  not  very  numerous)  ^ho,  at  aU  ' 
hazards,  were  ready  to  give  therCAtholica 
what  they  required,  they,  of  course,  would 
raise  their  voices  in  defence  of  the  present 
motion.  But  those  who  voted  for  the 
resolution  of  1813,  and  supported  the  Bill 
brought  In  subsequently,  because  it  com- 
prised a  number  of  restrictive  provisions, 
could  not,  consistedtly,  vote  for  the  mo- 
tion of  the  h<m.  baronet.  What  was  the 
measure  which  received  their  support? 
It  was  a  measure,  strictly  speaking,  of  re- 
striction. The  Bill  was  full  of  restrictions, 
and  was  drawn  in  the  most  cautious  way, 
with  respect  to  the  securities  which  were 
deemed  necessary.  Many  gentlemen,  in- 
deed he  might  say  nearly  ail  who  sup* 
ported  it,  voted  for  the  Bill  on  this  prin- 
ciple—*that  it  was  a  measure  fortified  by 
restrictions;  and  his  noble  friend  (lord 
Castlereagh)  did,  in  his  forcible  speech 
on  that  occasion,  most  pointedly  refer  to 
the  necessity  of  restrictions.  His  noble 
friend  at  that  time  stated,  that  "  minor 
points  of  concession,  which  appeared  ne- 
cessary, he  would  immediately  grant  if 
he  thought  they  would  produce  satisfac- 
tion ;  but,  where  matters  of  high  import- 
ance to  the  empire  were  demanded,  he 
would  look  for  securities— -such  securities  aa 
would  afford  better  safety  to  the  Church 
and  the  State,  than  those  which  were 
then  in  existence/'  On  that  principle  he 
understood  his  noble  friend  to  have  sup- 
ported the.  Bill.  It  was  not  merely,  then, 
a  measure  of  security,  and  artificially 
drawn  for  that  purpose,  but  it  was  con- 
ceded, with  a  general  view  to  the  conci- 
liating of  all  classes  of  his  Majesty*s  sub- 
jects. If  the  proposition  formerly  made 
to  them  embraced  two  objects,  security 
and  conciliation,  what  was  the  nature  of 
that  which  was  then  before  them  )  If  the 
question  were  taken  up  under  existing 
circumstances,  was  there  any  hope  of 
conciliating  all  the  Protestants  of  England 
and  Ireland  }  Was  there  even  a  hope 
that  the  Catholics  themselves  would  be 
conciliated,  when  it  was  known  that  great 
difibrences  of  opinion  existed  between  the 
English  Catholics  and  those  of  Ireland^ 
with  respect  to  the  safeguards  to  be  given 


(OS] 


Jlo^MM  CtlAoUc  fiHMffall* 


Ma^tSO^  1815. 


C4M 


agfttnii  the  power  of  the  See  of  Rome  ? 
The  pelitioos  od  the  table  all  proceeded 
on  the  tame  priDciple— tfae^  called  for 
fall  and  onrettricted  emancipation — bat 
they  did  not  speak  the  ientimentt  of  ail 
the  Roman  Catholtcs.  Many  of  the  peti- 
tions were  coached  in  the  very  same 
words  aa  that  presented  by  the  hon.  ba- 
ronet from  Sheffield*  One  of  them  con* 
cloded  by  praying,  that  '  Freedom  may 
be  granted^  anaccompanied  by  securtties, 
and  unfettered  by  restrictions :'  and  ano- 
ther, though  it  did  not  go  to  that  length, 
yet  gave  not  the  slightest  hope  of  any  in* 
ierference  being  permitted  in  the  nomt'- 
nation  of  Roman  Catholic  bishops.  Now, 
he  could  not  go  ofer  these  petitions, 
without  making  a  few  remarks  on  some 
of  their  expressions.  The  petitioners 
frequently  talked  of  the  '  constitution 
having  been  matured  by  our  Catholic  an* 
castors;'  an  observation  very  common 
also  in  the  speeches  of  those  who  sop- 
ported  unrestricted  emancipation.  They 
exclaim,  '  ^^Y  should  you  not  grant 
their  claims  ?  The  ancestors  of  the  Peti- 
tioners matured  the  constitution,  and  they 
themselves  have  fought  the  battle  of  our 
common  country  with  great  valour  and 
with  gre^t  success  ?'  Now,  as  to  a  claim 
founded  od  their  ancestors  having  matured 
the  British  constitotion,  Parliament  might, 
with  equal  justice,  be  petitioned  to  extend 
the  benefits  of  that  constitution  to  Pagans 
aa  to  Roman  Catholics ;  for  he  would  main- 
tain, that  the  constitution  was  derived  from 
their  Teutonic  and  German  ancestors,  and 
not  from  those  who  claimed  that  merit  in 
the  petitions  on  the  table.  '  The  Con- 
atitution,'  say  they,  '  was  matured  by  the 
patriots  and  kings  ,of  the  Holy  Roman 
Catholic  Church.'  If  this  were  so,  it  must 
have  been  by  the  last  of  them,  and  these 
were  Henry  8  and  queen  Mary.  He  sup- 
posed it  was  intended  to  be  argued  that 
the  constitution  was  improved  by  those 
patriotic  sovereigns  Henry  8  and  queen 
Mary. .  When  they  asked  for  the  full  en- 
joyment of  the  blessings  of  the  constitu- 
tion; and,  at  the  same  time  gave  to  their 
Roman  Catholic  progenitors  the  merit  of 
having,  as  the  phrase  was,  matured  it, 
they  appeared  to  him  not  to  know  pre- 
cisely what  they  were  requesting.— He 
ahould  now  advert  to  the  Resolutions 
which,  according  to  every  statement  of 
the  hon.  baronet,  formed,  essentially,  a 
part  of  the  petition  of  the  Roman  Catholics. 
He  begged  gentlemen  to  compare  those 
Recoiuiions  with  the  Bill  which  they  bad 


•n'pporlhd  last  y^ar.  There  were  some  of 
those  Resolations  of  a  very  inoffensive  aa* 
tore.  He  had  no  heaitation  in  saying,  if 
the  Roman  Catholics  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  suffered  any  grievances  from  the 
circomitancea  alluded  to  in  the  first  Reso«. 
lotion,  either  with  respect  to  their  estates, 
or  with  reference  to  their  marriages,  he. 
woald,  if  the  hon.  baronet  brought  in  a 
bill  connected  with  these  sobjects,  not 
only  not  oppose  it,  but  give  it  his  support* 
He  had  no  objection  to  give  to  the  Romaa 
Catholics,  in  the  shape  of  concession, 
every  thing  necessary  for  the  full  and 
complete  possession  of  their  estates ;  an(t 
he  would  equally  concede  to  them  what* 
ever  was  wanting  for  the  perfect  exercise* 
of  their  ordinary  rights.  These  Resoiu« 
tions,  however,  seemed  to  be  put  forth  in 
the  front  of  the  battle,  to  conceal  the  ma- 
terial Resolution  which  appeared  near  the 
end*-»and  which  went  to  give  the  Romaa 
Catholics  every  thing,  while  nothing  was 
allowed  by  them,  in  return,  but  an  oath. 
The  Bill  of  1813  was  originally  drawn 
with  some  restrictions,  as  to  offices— in 
its  progress,  several  others  were  added— 
and  nothing  was  to  be  given  to  the  Romaa 
Catholics,  except  with  a  view  to  threo 
great  leading  points,  on  which  the  hon. 
baronet  had  touched.  These  points  his 
noble  friend  (lord  Castlereagh)  and  others 
had  insisted! on.  The  points  were:  lst« 
That  the  Crown  should  have  a  power  of 
interfering  with  the  transmission  of  Bulls, 
Rescripts,  &c.  from  Rome  to  these  coun« 
tries,  as  was  admitted  in  all  Other  states : 
2d,  That,  except  private  confessions  be« 
tween  Roman  Catholics  in  the  United  £m* 
pire  and  the  See  of  Rome,  no  transaction 
should  take  place,  to  come  at  a  knowledge 
of  which,  by  the  Government,  some  means 
did  not  exist :  and  8d,  That  an  efiectual 
control  of  the  Crown,  in  the  nomination 
of' bishops,  should  be  provided  for;  in 
order  that  the  Crown  might  know,  before 
the  appointment  of  any  bishop,  whether 
he  was  fit  to  be  invested  with  so  extensive 
a  power.  In  the  Bill  now  handed  about, 
and,  as  stated  by  the  hon.  baronet  who 
spoke  last,  founded  on  the  Resolutions 
which  had  been  recently  read  to  the 
House,  there  was  not  a  single  word  on 
these  subjects.  How,  then,  was  it  possible 
to  entertain  the  present  motion"?  Was  , 
there  any  probability  whatever  of  getting 
through  the  business  satisfactorily,  in  the 
existing  state  of  things  ?  The  hon.  baronet 
stated,  that  when  he  had  thrown  the  Re- 
solutions on  the  .table/  those  Resolutions 
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feroMii^  Hie  beads  of  the  Bi4i  wbiefa  hid  | 
bten  drawn  vp  by  tbe  petitionei^s^  the 
fibote  OHghty  forseoth,  do  what  it  pleased 
with  them.  But  then  came  the  qeetcion; 
How  are  yoa  to  please  the  petitioaieTs  ? 
Sarely  they  moit  hare  heard  of  tbe  €oa>- 
doct  pursued  by  them  in  their  public 
neelings.  He  would  aot  repeat  the  lan- 
guage which  they  used  on  those  occasionsv 
but  it  certainly  seemed  to  breathe  an  in- 
iteterate  hostUiiy  to  British  eonnexioni 
One  of  them,  Mr.  O'Connel,  was  a  gen* 
tiemaa  doubtless  of  hi^h  respectability; 
l^t  when  he  poshed  his  pretensions  so  ht 
as  to  claim  a  descent  irem  the  ancient 
nonarchs  of  Ireland,  it  became  ladicrsus^ 
They  might  as  well  g^o  back  to  the  kings 
of  the  Heptarchy*  or  to  the  monarchs  of 
Seotland  or  of  Wales,  and  seek  a  spurious 
dignity,  by  claiming'  them  as  ancestors. 
If  gentlemen  consented  to  eat  their  own 
'WOl^ds»  which  they  Would  do,  by  passing 
these  Resolutions,  after  what  they  had  be- 
fore  agreed  to,  so  far  from  conciliating 
tliaf  class  of  persons  to  whom  he  had  al- 
luded, they  woold,  in  iaet,  only  treat  the 
boon  with  contempt.  He  knew  not  how 
his  noble  friend  (lord  Casitlereagh)  could 
agree  to  the  proposition  now  made.  He 
never  would  go  so  far  as  his  noble  friend 
was  probably  inclined  to  go— >he  never 
would  entertain  this  question*  with  regard 
to  concessions  of  great  moment,  till  he 
was  perfectly  aware  of  what  the  See  of 
Borne  meanv  to  do.  Till  they  knew  that, 
they  were  proceeding  in  the  dark*  In 
the  present  state  of  the  Catholic  mind,  he 
could  not  coneeive  how  they  could  give 
any  security  for  the  concessions  the  House 
might  be  induced  to  grant,  until  they  were 
apprised  of  what  the  See  of  Rome  would 
sufler  to  be  done,  with  reference  to  eccle- 
siastical points.  He  should  bc^  glad  to  learn 
of  his  noble  friend  what  had  been  effected 
with  reference  to  these  points :  he  should  be 
glad  to  know  whether  any  understanding 
had  been  come  to  on  them ;  and,  if  so,  bow 
flar  the  Roman  Catholics  would  be  allowed 
to  concede  matters,  connected  with  their 
religion,  which  at  present  fbrmed  the 
great  obstacles  to  the  securities  which  he 
conceived  necessary.  He  believed,  not 
only  that  nothing  additional  had  been  re- 
cently done,  but  that  that  which  had  been 
ftyrraerly  effected  by  the  College  deprapa^ 
ganda  fide^  If  not  revoked  by  the  Pope, 
was  at  all  events  sent  back  fbr  consider«K 
tion  ad  referendum.  He  did  expect  that 
his  holiness  would,  before  this,  9ui  Jkrir, 
have  made  some  disclosure^  c$s  cofAecM/  on 
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these  subjects,  to  his  6eek  in  Great  Bri« 
tain  and  Ireland.  Up  to  thai  momait» 
however,  he  was  convinced  nothinw 
had  been  done ;  and  such  were  the  diN 
ferences  between  the  Caibolice  of  Eng- 
land and  Ireland,  that  intr»gaes,  he  be- 
lieved, were  carrying  on  at  Home,  by  the 
mimionaries  of  the  respective  bodies,  with 
a  view  to  prevent  the  present  Pope  lroni< 
cowing  to  any 'opinion  on  the  disputed 
points.  Till  those  points  were  definitiTely 
settled,  he  would  hot  consent  to  stirastep*. 
-—The  right  bon.  gentleasan  then  made  a 
few  observations  on  the  oath  attached  to 
tbe  Resolutions,  which  he  objected  to,  be- 
cause tbe  most  material  parts  of  the  oath 
inserted  in  the  Bill  of  1613  were  omitted 
— and  concluded  by  observing,  that  they 
could  not,  by  entertaining  the  present 
motion,  do  any  practical  good ;  the  ut* 
most  efiect  of  the  proceeding  woqld  be, 
to  keep  the  business  afloat,  and  to  create- 
a  strong  irritation  throughout  the  country, 
as  had  been  the  case  in  the  session  befbre 
the  last. 

Mr.  JTaovsaid,  that  as  it  was  his  intention 
to  oppose  the  roojtion  of  the  bon.  baronet, 
he  felt  it  necessary  shortly  to  state  to  the 
House  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to 
do  so.  No  measure  would  do  more  to 
strengthen  the  connexion  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  than  that  of  giving  to 
tbe  Roman  Catholics  the  full  extent  of  the 
privileges  of  the  constitution:  but  he  was 
sure  that  Parliament  would  never  agree 
to  any  measure  of  that  kind,  without  am- 
ple provision  was  made,  to  prevent  any 
foreign  or  papal  influence.  Though  ie 
bad  not  been,  nor  could  it  be  expected, 
that  there  should  be  a  universal  approval, 
by  the  great  body  of  the  Catholics,  of 
the  measures  adopted  to  ameliorate  their 
situation,  yet  it  was  necessary  that  there 
should  be  a  pretty  general  assent,  other* 
wise  any  plan  agreed  upon  by  Pariiament 
would  be  attended  with  no  eflbct.  In 
1 8 1 3.  he  entertained  a  hope,  that  this  bu- 
siness would  have  been  finally  adjusted. 
He  thought  there  appeared;  amongst  the 
several  parties  in  Ireland,  a  wiiltngneBS  to 
come  to  proper  arrangements.  All  the 
objections,  it  Was  then  hoped,  might  have 
been  removed  by  the  concurrence  of  tbe 
Pope  in  certain  propositions.  As  he  had 
shown  considerable  liberality,  he  thoQgbt 
his  holiness  would  not  refuse  to  do  some- 
thing for  that  important  part  of  hia  flock, 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland.  With  this  hope, 
he  agreed  to  the' Bill  of  1813.  But,  how« 
ever  flattering  tbe  prospect  then  was,  il 
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had  lince  altogether  vaoished.    The  Ro- 
man CatlioHcs  seemed  now  more  ileler* 
mined'  tban  ever  in  their  resistance  to 
the  just  demands  of  the  Protestants  for 
■ecarity.     The*y  had  refuaed,  on  a  late 
occasion,  to  concede  the  Veto,  eten  when 
it  was  proved  that  the  Pope  agreed  to  it. 
An  hon.  haronet  had  alluded  to  the  Re* 
■cript  of  MoBseigoeur  Quarantotli.     How 
was  that  Rescript  received?     Not  with 
pleasare  and  gratitude,  as  the  removal  of 
the  only  bar  against  what  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics demanded.     No ;  it  was  rejected 
tvith  disdain:   the  person  who  brooght  it 
was  held  up  la  detestation,  and  even  the 
character  of  the  Pope  was  not  spared. 
He  was  accused  of  having  acted  from  si* 
nister  motives.     When,  however,  objec- 
tions drawn  from  the  nature  of  their  reli- 
gion failed^  those  who  did  not  wish  the 
matter  to  be  set  at  rest,  had  recourse  to 
points  of  a  civil  description.    Much  stress 
was  laid  on  the  danger  of  increasing  the 
infloence  of  the  Crown,  if  in  its  hands 
were  placed  any  control  over  the  election 
of  bishops.    This  was  an  objection  which 
might  as  well  have  been  advanced  by  a 
Protestant    as    by    a    Roman    Catholic. 
While  the  objection  to  the  Veto  could 
answer   the    purposes   of    the    Catholic 
leaders,  they  made  use  of  it ;   but  when 
the  Pope  seemed  to  agree  to  that  measora, 
they  tomed   round    to   seek    for    other 
■oorces  of  discontent ;   and,  he  believed, 
they  succeeded  in  finding  them.     Those 
leaders  had  no  view  whatever,  either  in 
what  they  had  done,  or  in  what  they  were 
doing,  but  to  keep  alive  a  question  that 
irritated  the  public  mind,   and  created 
aediticn  and  disaflTection.     Without  being 
afraid  of  any  charge  of  inconsistency,  he 
would  vote  against  the  motion ;   and  he 
would  do  so  under  the  thorough  convic- 
tion, that  it  was  impossible,  at  the  present 
time^  to  produce  any  measure  on  this  sub- 
ject, to  which  parliament  ought  to  oon- 
aent,  and  which  would  conciliate  all  the 
parties  who.woold  be  affected  by  it.    He 
would  ask  any  gentleman,  whether  the  least 
hope  existed  of  producing  a  measnre,  that ' 
would  satisfy  the  Roman  Catholics,  daring 
their  present  most  degrading  and   dis- 
graceful subserviency  to  those  men  who 
exercised  such  a  decided  domination  over 
them  ?    Was  there  any  hope  of  procuring 
tbose  securities  from  the  Catholics,  which 
Padiaotent  would  always  insist  on  }  What 
•bjeety  then,  could-  they  attain  by  going 
Into  the  committee  ?     Would  they  grant 
a  lull,  founded  on  the  ResolatioM  ret^  by 
(  VOL.  XXXI. ) 


the  hon.  baronet  ?  If  they  would  not,  the 
House  well  knew  that  the  Rpman  Cathor- 
lies  would  accept  of  no  measure  which 
fell  short  of  that.  The  warmest  friend 
and  advocate  of  the  CathoUc  cause  could 
not  possibly  gain  my  Ibing  by  this  pro- 
ceeding. On  the  contraiy,  if  they  ac- 
ceded to  the  motion,  it  would  have  the 
effect  of  injuring  the  ceu«e ;  because  it 
would  reader  their  leaders  more  violent 
and  unruly.  They  would  say,  ''  As  Par- 
liament have  not  refused  to  entertain  your 
claims,  persevere  with  the  same  spirit  you 
have  lately  manifested,  and  you  will  be 
sure  to  succeed.''  But  if  the  House  re- 
lated to  go  into  the  committee,  the  Uo* 
man  Catholics  woqld  soon  abandon  those 
designing  men,  wbo  were  blighting  their 
hopes,  and  the  hepea  of  their  poaterity, 
and  they  would  be  glad  to  come  t^  Par- 
liament, and  ask  for  that  as  a  boon,  which 
they  now  claimed  as  a  right^that  the 
ancient  establidbmemti  of  this  country 
should  be  altered  .for  their  benefit.. 

Mr.  Mmurkc  FiUs§erM  observed,  that 
the  riflht  hon.  ^ntlsmen  who  spoke  last 
from  the  other  side  of  the  House  (Mr. 
Yorke),  had  very  properly  abstained  from 
discussing  the  principle  of  this  question. 
He  should  follow  his  example,  though  not 
for  the  reasoa  stated  by  the  right  hoa» 
gentleman,  who  seemed  to  think  that  » 
majority  of  the  Houee  was  not  capable  of 
changing  their  opinion.  He  could  not 
agree  to  such  a  propositioB  m  ^his,  whea 
he  recollected,  in  the  ewly  discussions 
on  this  question,  the  immense  mi\joritiea 
which  were  arrayed  agaioet  it.  Those 
msjorities  gradually  diminiabed  ;  end,  on 
the  last  discussion,  a  gr«at  ma\)ority  app 
peared  in  favour  of  emencipation.  He 
was  sure,  therefore,  that  there  was  no  set 
of  men  in  that  Heu^e,  so  insensible  to 
reason,  to  justice,  to  the  pi inoiples  of  the 
British  constitution  itselft  es  to  withhold 
&om  a  great  body  of  their  fellow-subjects, 
those  rights  to  which  tbev  were  intitled, 
merely  because  they  had  been  long  dcT 
prived  of  them.  He  contended  that  the 
right  hen.  gentleman  had  entirely  misour 
derstood  the  preamble  of  the  Bill,  wbidb 
he  had  read  to  the  House*  The  words  of 
the  preamble  were,  «'  It  is  just  and  expe- 
dient that  the  Catholic  inhabitanU  of  these 
realms  be  restored  to  the  free  eiyoymeot  of 
the  righu  and  beoefiu  of  the  constitution.'' 
They  did  not  say  that  they  had  a  right  to 
those  immunities ;  but  they  claimed^  from 
the  wisdom  of  Parliament,  that  they  shool4 
be  allowed  those   privileges  which  the 

(2K) 


y 


499]    HOUSE  OF  COMMON& 

-coiMtitiition  held!  to  be  the  right  of  loyal 
subjects.  This  was  a  fair  explanation  of 
the  preamble;  on  a  misconstruction  of 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  called  on 
ihem  to  reject  the  motion.  He  hoped  the 
House  would  Tiew  the  matter  in  a  dif- 
ferent light ;  and  he  trusted,  notwithstand- 
ing what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  gentle- 
roan  who  spoke  last,  they  would  see,  that, 
if  they  rejected  the  present  motion,  they 
would  act  inconsistently  with  their  former 
▼ote.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  argued, 
that,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  they 
could  not  entertain  the  measure,  so  as  to 
•give  effect  'to  any  object  connected  with 
'Uie  question.  But  he  had  himself  an> 
swered  this  assertion;  for  he. admitted, 
4hat,  on  some  p6ints,  he  was  ready  to 
grant  relief  immedistely.  When  this 
measure  was  examined  in  a  committee  of 
the  whole  House,  in  all  its  bearings,  a  bill 
might  perhaps  be  the  result,  in  the  pro* 
visions  of  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
himself  might  concur.  But,  even  if  no 
specific  measure  arose  from  the  consider 
ration  of  the  question,  it  would  afibrd  an 
opportunity  of  embodying  the  views  of 
gentlemen  on  the  subject,  and  it  could  be 
allowed  to  stand  over  till  the  next  session. 
None  of  the  arguments  of  the  gentlemen 
who  had  opposad  the  motion,  went  to 
fMTove  that  great  benefit  would  not  be  de- 
rived  from  granting  the  committee.  Tliey 
spoke  of  the  language  of  the  petitioners 
out  of  doors;  but  surely  it  was  not  on  such 
m  foundation  that  Parliament  would  pro- 
ceed to  legislate !  There  was  a  petition 
from  a  very  large  body  of  persons  before 
the  House,  calling  for  a  participation  in 
the  rights  of  the  constitution ;  and  it  was 
no  answer  to  the  petitioners  to  say,  "  You 
bavemiscondoctea  yourselves  elsewhere !" 
The  question  was,  "  Is  there  any  thing 
offensive  in  that  petition  ?''  The  parties,  it 
was  said,  called  for  unrestricted,  unquali- 
fied emancipation.  But,  by  doing  so,  did 
they  interfere  with  the  decision  of  Par- 
liament? They  set  forth  the  extent  of 
theiir  own  hopes—they  gave  the  most  en- 
%  larsed  range  to  their  application— -they 
fold  the  House  what  they  expected— but 
they  did  not  do  it  in  the  way  of  dictation. 
When  his  hon*  friend  laid  the  resolutions 
before  the  House>  it  was  not  to  control 
their  jedgmeot.  No ;  it  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  putting  Parliament  and  the  coun- 
try in  possession  of  the  fullest  extent  to 
which  the  strongest  advocates  for  emanci« 
pation  wished  to  go.  It  was  necessary 
that  every  thing  should  be.  understood— 
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that  nothing  should  remain '  behind  for 
future  discussion.  Indeed,  it  was  a  com* 
plaint  frequently  made,  on  former  discos- 
sions,  that  the  whole  subject  was  not  fairly 
brought  forward,  but  that  much  busioess 
of  importance  remained  for  after*consider* 
ation,  since  no  person  could  tell  how  far 
the  Roman  Catholics  were  willing  to  go. 
It  was  undoubtedly  necessary  to  know 
what  securities  would  be  given  for  the 
safety  of  the  establishments  of  the  country ; 
but  it  was  essential,  before  they  went  into 
the  committee,  that  the  whole  extent  of 
the  demand  should  be  clearly  explained* 
He  regretted  to  find  that  an  hon.  baronet 
(sir  J.  C.  Hippisley)  seemed  within  a 
short  time  to  have  changed  his  sentiments. 
At  first  he  had  appeared  a  warm  friend 
of  the  Catholics ;  but,  from  some  ooac* 
countable  circumstance,  he  had  altsred 
his  opinion,  and  now  opposed  all  concea* 
sions  under  all  circumstances.  The  two 
hon.  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him, 
spoke  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Veto 
had  been  received  by  the  Roman  Catho* 
lies,  as  a  good  reason  for  not  considering 
the  question  at  all.  On  this  point  he 
must  observe,  that  he  understood  a  persoii 
was  now  coming  from  Rome,  who  waa 
the  bearerof  a  document,  which  he  thought 
would  prove  extremely  gratifying  when 
known  to  the  British  Government.  The 
person  to  whom  he  alluded,  was  one  of 
those  who  wished  for  conciliation  ;and,per* 
baps,  such  a  communication  might  arrive 
as  would  do  away  many  of  those  ecclesiastic 
cal  difficulties,  that  at  present  surrounded 
the  question.  With  respect  to  a  Veto, 
his  opinion  remained  totally  unchanged. 
With  respect  to  the  feelings  of  the  Catho« 
lies  on  this  point,  which  was  so  nearly 
connected  with  their  church,  he  should 
say  nothing.  It  was  a  pure  matter  of 
conscience.  But,  as  a  Protestant*  he  dis* 
liked  a  Veto;  which|  if  effectuaU  would 
give  to  a  Protestant  government  a  most 
dangerous  '  and  mischievous  power.  ^  It 
would  be  the  means  of  lending  the  patron* 
age  of  the  Catholic  Church  to  the  purpose 
of  Protestant  politicians;  and  tbiSfJie  con- 
ceived, would  be  exceedingly  dangerous. 
It  would  also  have  the  effect  of  introdoc« 
ing  sectaries  amongst  the  Catholic  clergy^ 
who  would  endeavour  to  entice  the  people 
over  to  them,  in  the  same  way  as  similar 
causes  had  operated  in  the  Protestant 
Church.  Neither  a  difference  of  opiniom 
on  the  subject,  of  the  Veto,,  nor  pn  any 
other  point,  could  be  fairly  advao(*ed  as 
an  argument  against  going  into  the  con* 
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mttee.  It  w«t  fiiiile  to  My,  that  no  in* 
Tesiigttion  f hoald  take  place  oDtil  every 
ditpoted  point  was  disposed  of.— >-The 
right  hon.  geDtleman  then  siroagly  en* 
A>rced  the  propriety  of  going  kninediately 
into  the  committee,  as  the  first  step  to- 
wards forming  such  an  arrangement,  as 
would  put  an  end  to  that  irritation  ont  of 
doors,  of  which  gentlemen  had  complained 
ao  moch.  Whilst  th^y  left  the  claims  of 
the  Catholics  open  to  discnssion,  a  weapon 
wu  placed  in  the  hands  of  those  who  were 
ardent  in  their  caus^,  which  they  felt 
thenueUes  obliged  to  use;  but,  if  their 
claims  were  conc^dedj  that  weapon,  which 
now  did  .so  moch  mischief,  would  fall 
harmless  to  the  ground.  It  was  the  higher 
classes  of  Roman  Catholics  in  England  and 
Ireland— 'the  nobility  and  gentry,  whose 
conduct  was  allowed  to  be  most  meritori- 
ous—who  were  particularly  anxious  for 
relief;  and  would  the  House  refuse  to  go 
into  a  commiuee,  preparatory  to  granting 
them  what  they  requested,  because  the 
lower  orders,  influenced  by  men  of  strong 
feelings,  had  over*leaped  the  bounds  of 
moderation  ?— The  right  hon.  gentleman 
then  adverted  to  the  circumstance  of  the 

Setitioo  having  been  transferred  from  the 
ands  of  Mr.  Grattan ;  a .  circumstance 
which  he  deeply  deplored,  file  knew, 
however,  that  it  would  not  damp  the 
yigoor  of  his  right  hon.  friend  in  aupport* 
ing  the  cause  of  his  Homan  Catholic  bre- 
thren, which  he  had  so  long  and  so  ably 
advocated;  and  which,  he  hoped,  he 
would  yet  see  triumphant.  He  concluded 
by  enforcing,  in  very  pointed  terms,  the 
Oece«iity  of  imnfediateiy  entertaining  the 
Question,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
lartber  irritation;  and  that  the  feelings, 
the  wishes,  and  the  views  of  all  the  sub- 
jects of  this  great  empire  might  be  incor- 
porated into  one. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Best  said,  he  would  nojt, 
for  one,  vote  for  the  proposed  committee, 
because  he  could  not  agree  to  concede  to 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  all  they  asked ; 
and  without  such  a  concession,  from  the 
declaration  of  that  body,  it  appeared  they 
would  accept  of  notbin§^.  When  this 
subject  was  formerly  under  the  consider- 
ation of  the  House,  the  terms  upon  which 
concessions  were  to  be  made,  as  well  aa 
the  extent  of  those  concessions,  were  fully 
discussed,  and  he,  for  one,  had  stated  bis 
vvillingness  to  grant  the  Catholics  the 
right  of  sitting  in  that  House,  howeter 
averse  he  might  be  to  their  holding  the 
bighor  offices  of  state.    Tbii  partial  com- 


pliance with  their  wishes  was  however 
rejected  with  contempt,   and  they  now 
came  to  demand  a  full  and  unlimited  ac* 
quiescence  in  all  their  views.    That  soch 
a  demand  would  be  complied  with  on  the^ 
part  of  the  House,  was  not  very  likely  ;  and 
he  was  satisfitd,  if  the  right  hon.  member 
for  Liverpool  (Mr.  Canning)  was  present, 
he  would  not  give  it  bis  sanction  any  more 
than  would  another  right  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Piunkett),  who  was  also  absent,  and 
who  had  distinguished  himself  in  advocat- 
ing the  Catholic  cause.    Was  it  to  be  ex- 
pected, be  would  ask,  that  gentlemen  who 
had  f  oted  for  giving  to  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland  certain  concessions  with  securities, 
would  now  vote  the   same    concessions 
without  securities  ?    If  the  laws  were  un- 
just towards  the  Catholics,  he  conceived 
that  injustice  might  be  obviated  by  a  short 
bill,  without  going  into  a  committee  ta 
consider  the  whole  claims  of  that  body. 
It  was  not  necessary  to  agitate  the  general 
question  for  the  sake  of  <M>taining  a  partial 
remedy.    If  the  hon.  baronet  would  bring 
in  a  bill  for  amending  the  defects  in  the 
existing  law:s  respecting  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholicsi  he  would  most  willingly  give  him 
his  feeble  support ;  but  it  was  not  because 
he  agreed  that  the  laws  ought   to    be 
amended,  that  he  therefore  thought  it  waa 
fit  or  necessary  the  House  should  agree 
to  the  proposed  Resolutions.  The  question 
for  consideration  was  one  of  expediency, 
and  not  of  right ;  and  because  the  peti- 
tioners had  thought  proper  to  claim  as  a 
right,  that  which  depended  upon  the  wis- 
dom and  policy  of  Parliament  to  grant, 
was  a  cogent  reason  for  not  complying 
with  the  hon.  baronet's  motion,     uide- 
pendent  of  this,  however,  the  conduct  of 
the  whole  Catholic  body  in  Ireland  had 
been  such  as  to  call  forth  the  strongest 
reprobation,  and  indeed  to  lead  to  a  con- 
clusion, that  their  sole  object  in  bringing 
forward  th^uestion  in  the  shape  in  which 
it  had  been  submitted  to  the  House,  was 
that    their    claims    should    be   rejected. 
There  was  now  no  qualified  prayer  for 
concession,  but  an  absolute  dictation  of 
the  terms  which  were  to  be  granted,  and 
If  hich  of  itself  affi)rded  abundant  reason 
why  the  House  should  refuse  to  deliberate 
upon   their  petition.    Before    he    could 
agree  to  such  a  deliberation,  he  must  have 
an  assurance  of  their  willingness  to  give 
ample  securities  for  whatever  they  might 
receive.     He  was  ftr  from  believing,  thai 
the  sentiments  ottered  by  the  hon.  baronet 
who  moved  the  resolutions  that  night, 
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weft  in  QiiMim  with  the  principlm  of  tb€ 
Catholict  of  Ireland^  or  ihtt  their  feelings 
were  such  as  were  oberished  by  geod 
mbjecU  of  a  Proteatant  atate  $  mod,  for 
one*  before  he  woi»ld  grant  them  any 
Ibingy  he  should  require  a  dear  explana** 
fton  of  many  of  the  doctrines  which  they 
bad  promulgated.  Foreaoost  among  these, 
be  should  reqoii^  from  Dr.  Milner,  one 
of  the  heads  of  their  Chorcb,  an  exposition 
of  a  passaee  in  a  pamphlet  attributed  to 
him,  in  which  he  laid  it  down  as  a  maxim, 
that  the  arm  of  power  might  be  legally 
raised  against  a  heretic  king.  He  should 
like  to  hear  this  doctrine  disavowed.  He 
did  not  mean  to  assert  positiTely  that  such 
bad  been  the  language  of  Dr.  Milner,  but 
h  had  been  published  to  the  world  as 
such;  and  belbre  he  entered  into  a  general 
eensideration  of  the  Catholic  claims,  he 
should  like  to  bear  it  confirmed  or  denied. 
He  should  also  like  to  have  some  further 
intimation  as  to  the  power  which  his  holi- 
]les8  the  Pope  was  to  hold  over  the  Catho- 
lics of  these  countries  $  as,  fVom  a  letter 
published,  and  alleged  to  be  from  the 
Court  of  Rome,  it  was  stated,  that  oaths 
taken  against  the  Church  were  null  and 
void.  It  would  be  desirable  to  know  what 
bis  holiness's  sentiments  were  upon  that 
point  now*  The  hen.  and  learned  serjeant 
ooncluded  by  observing,  that  as  the  Ca* 
tholics  had  declared  their  intention  to 
accept  nothing  but  an  unlimited  conces- 
sion of  all  they  asked,  it  would  be  useless 
to  go  into  the  committee ;  he  should  there- 
fore give  his  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  PM$tmby  rose  and  said : — I  have  so 
fteqoently  delivered  my  sentiments  upon 
the  Catholic  Olaims,  in  former  debates, 
that  I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  enter 
at  any  length  Hpisn  the  subject  this  night, 
conceiving,  as  I  do,  that  a  repetition  of 
my  arguments  would  be  as  disgusting  to 
the  House,  as  irksome  to  myself  I  shall 
therefore  only  ofler  a  few  reasons  for  the 
tote  which  I  shall  give  for  going  into  the 
eommittee.  At  the  same  time  I  am  ready 
fo  acknowledge,  that  the  time  and  mode 
of  introducing  this  subject  is  not  the  most 
judicious.  In  Voting  lor  *going  into  the 
committee,  in  otrder  to  amrd  the  House 
an  opportunity  of  colssiderittg  the  question 
ill  all.  ito  bearings,  however,  I  do  not  con- 
sider myself  as  bound,  in  the  smallest  de- 
gree, to  any  ohe  of  the  Resolutions  pro- 
posed by  the  hon.  baronet.  It  wouM  be 
a  strange  perversion  of  the  ordltoary  tourse 
of  parliamentary  proceedings,  if  beeause 
ia  agreeing  to  e  committee,  it  was  known 
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tfaat  certain  specifte  propositions  were  le 
be  submitted  in  that  committee,  that  those 
who  had  voted  for  the  committee  were  of 
consequence  to  be  bound  to  adopt  those 
specific  propositions.  I  apprehend  the 
very  reverse  to  be  the  case,  for  the  essence 
and  object  of  every  committee  is  to  exa- 
mine, in  detail,  the  subject  which  shall 
be  submitted  to  their  consideration  ;  and 
without  sueb  examination  they  cannot,  of 
course,  be  considered  as  giving  those  de- 
tails t'heir  assent.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Serjeant  who  spoke  last  has  admitted,  that 
relief  to  a  certain  extent  is  due  to  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  and  has  expressed 
his  readiness  to  give  his  aid  towards  in- 
troducing a  bill  for  attaining  this  end- 
he,  at  the  same  time,  however,  utterly  dis- 
approves of  any  committee  being  formed. 
New,  if  the  hon.  and  learned  serjeant  had 
been  at  all  acquainted  with  the  usage  of 
Parliament,  he  would  have  found  that  to 
introduce  such  a  bill,  without  a  committee, 
would  be  utterly  impracticable,  as  the 
invariable  rule  is,  to  submit  such  questions 
to  the  consideration  of  a  committee,  before 
the  House  is  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in 
the  bill.  Insomuch,  therefore,  the  hon. 
and  learned  gentleman's  observations  are 
favourable  to  the  Resolutions  before  us. 
In  voting  for  the  committee,  I  hold  my- 
self as  free  to  decide  on  the  merits  of  the 
specific  propositions  to  be  discussed,  as  he 
who  is  determined  to  vote  against  them ; 
but  it  is  not  because  I  disapprove  of  the 
conduct  of  the  petitioners,  that  I  am 
therefore  to  oppose  the  committee.  The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  says,  the  Ca- 
tholics, on  this  occasion,  have  come  for- 
ward with  positive  demands,  less  than 
which  will  not  satisfy  them.  I  protest 
against  being  supposed  in  any  degree 
pledged  to  what  are  called  the  demanda 
of  the  Catholics.  The  question  for  con- 
sideration now,  however,  involves  not 
merely  the  interests  of  the  Catholics  or 
the  Protestants,  but  the  freedom  and  the 
happiness  and  the  welfare  of  the  whole 
community.  I  cannot,  because  any  par- 
ticular individuals  have  been  guilty  of  in- 
discretion, deny  that  which  is  due  to  tho 
prosperity  of  the  community  at  large. 
The  Catholics  may  demand  what  they 
please ;  but  no  member  is  bound  to  con- 
cede motie  than  he  may  think  proper,  tt 
is  natural,  where  a  gr^at  deal  is  due,  that 
a  great  deal  should  be  demanded;  bot 
becaose  there  is  a  universality  of  demand^ 
it  does  not  therefore  (bllow  there  shall  be 
a  universality  of  concession.   My  opinion 
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HOW,  however,  ts  it  hai  tlways  baen,  is, 
that  the  neetQre  itBelf  is  the  greatest  se- 
eurity  which  this  ceantry  can  have.  I 
Ihtok  ibat  the  Catholics  would  have  acted 
wisely,  prodeotly,  and  with  jedgment,  if, 
in  seeking  the  accomplishment  of  their 
desires,  they  had  acted  consistently  with 
the  wishes,  or  the  pleasure,  or  the  preju* 
dices  of  the  Protestants ;  and  this  I  have 
declared  upon  more  occasions  than  one. 
Were  a  consideration  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Catholics  to  bias  my  vote  upon  this 
occasioUi  when  Iconsider  the  course  which 
they  have  pursued  towards  my  richt  hon. 
'  and  highly  respected  friend  (Mr.  Grat- 
tan),  it  would  place  me  in  the  list  of  their 
enemies.  To  him  they  owed  more  than  to 
any  other  man  alive,  and  yet  how  did  they 
pay  their  debt  of  gratitude  ?  Iam,neverthe* 
less,  persuaded,  whatever  may  have  been 
the  moiiYes  by  which  they  were  actuated, 
or  however  ill-counselled  they  may  have 
been,  that  the  feelings  of  his  great  mind 
have  not  been  altered,  and  that  their  con- 
duct has  made  as  little  impression  upon 
him  as  it  has  upon  me.  In  considering 
the  question  itself,  the  proceedings  of  the 
Catholics  will  not  induce  him  or  me  to 
vote  against  the  consideration  of  a  subject 
in  which  I  conceive  the  highest  interests 
of  the  united  kingdom  are  involved.  Upon 
these  grounds,  I  shall  vote  for  going  into 
the  committee  ;  but  I  repeat,  in  acceding 
fo  the  motion  for  this  purpose,  I  pledge 
'myself  to  no  distinct  opinion  as  to  the  pro- 
positions which  my  hon.  friend  may  think 
proper  to  propose. 

Mr.  Peel  said,  that  to  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  House  it  was  due  that  the 
motion  for  going  into  a  committee  should 
be  resisted.  If  an  attempt  at  arrangement 
could  only  be  productive  of  dissatisfaction 
and  disunion,  there  was  no  reason  wby 
the  House  should  proceed  to  legislate  on 
the  subject ;  and  on  this  ground  it  was 
ihaterial  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  feel- 
ing among  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  as 
that  feeling  was  to  be  collected  from  the 
declarations  of  persons  who  possessed  the 
confidence  of  that  body.  The  hon.  baronet 
who  moved  the  Resolutions  had  said,  that 
by  repealing  the  laws  obnoxious  to  them, 
the  House  would  obtain  the  gratitude  of 
the  Irish  Catholics.  The  hon.  baronet 
should  have  been  the  last  person  to  talk 
of  the  gratitude  of  the  Irish  Catholics, 
when  he  reflected  on  the  circumstances 
under  which  he  himself  had  been  Induced 
to  present  their  petition  to  the  House. 
Mr.  Peel  said,  he  should  beg  the  attention 


of  the  House  to  some  facts^  which  he 
should  state  principally  from  printed  do* 
cuments,  illustrative  of  the  conduct  of 
that  body  of  men  by  whom  the  petition 
to  the  House  had  been  drawn  op,  and  of 
the  temper  in  which  it  was  probable  that 
any  concession  would  be  received  by 
them,  and  by  the  Catholics  in  general. 
It  bad  been  said  by  the  hon.  baronet,  that 
the  object  was  so  great  that  they  should 
not  '  squabble,'  to  use  his  own  words, 
about  securities ;  but  they  might  see, 
from  the  facts  which  he  would  state,  what 
was  the  security  which  was  to  be  looked 
for  from  the  feelings  of  the  Catholics 
themselves.  The  newspapers  most  in  the 
confidence  of  the  Catholic  body,  had 
given,  under  the  title  of  '^  The  Catholic 
Association,''  an  account  of  a  meeting  of 
that  body  in  Capel-street,  in  which  Mr. 
O'Connel  reported  that  he  had*  waited 
with  the  rest  of  a  sub-committee  on  sir' 
H.  Parnell,  who  with  promptness  and 
cheerfulness  had  undertaken  to  present 
their  petition.  [Sir  H.  Parnell  observed^ 
that  the  House  was  not  to  trust  the  correct- 
ness of  these  reports.]  Mr.  Peel  continued^ 
that  as  a  doubt  was  thrown  upon  the  correct- 
nessof  that  account,  he  should  immediately 
cast  it  aside,  as  he  did  not  attach  much  im* 
portance  to  it,  and  should  merely  assume* 
which  he  believed  no  one  would  deny« 
that  the  hon.  baronet  had  been  induced 
by  that  body  to  present  the  petition,  and 
to  propose  the  Resolutions  which  he  had 
circulated.  He  should  proceed  to  men- 
tion the  circumstances  under  which  this 
bo||y  originated.  In  1811  it  was  deter- 
mined by  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  that 
a  body  should  be  formed,  consisting  of 
the  Catholic  peers,  sons  of  peers,  and 
baronets,  and  the  remaining  members  of 
the  committee  of  1793,  together  with  re- 
presentatives from  each  parish  and  town, 
which  body  was  entrusted  with  the  Ca- 
tholic afiairs,  as  far  as  regarded  petttiona 
to  Parliament,  and  the  forwarding  the  ob' 
ject  of  those  petitions.  Two  members  of 
this  body  were  arrested,  for  having  beei| 
present  at  the  elections,  which  was  illegal 
by  the  Convention  Law,  were  prosecuted* 
and  found  guilty.  The  body  was  then 
in  appearance  dissolved;  but  an  aggregate 
meeting  was  called,  at  which  it  was  re« 
solved,  that  the  members  of  the  Catholic 
Convention  had  the  confidence  of  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland,  and  a  petition  was 
agreed  on  to  the  Prince  Regent,  com- 
plaining of  infractions  of  the  law  on  the 
part  of  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  bis 
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right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  WelJesley  Pole.) 
An  Address  was  prepared*  and  read  to  all 
the  members  of  the  former  body,  who  ac- 
cordinj^ly  met  and  continued  to  meet,  till 
in  the  last  year  it  was  dissolved  by  the 
Lord -lieutenant  in  Coancil,    who   by  a 
proclamation   declared    it  illegal.     The 
Catholic  Committee  was  thus,  as  the  Con- 
Tention   had  been,  in  appearance    dis- 
solved.   An  aggregate  meeting*  however, 
was  again   held,   and   a  resolution  was 
adopted,  recommending  to  the  members 
of  the  Catholic  Board  to  form  a  voluntary 
association.    A  body  was  formed  of  the 
members  of  two  bodies^  one  of  which  had 
been  declared  to  be  illegal  by  a  judicial 
aentence,  and  the  other  by  a  proclamation; 
and  by  this  association  was  the  present 
Petition  to  Parliament,  and  the  Resolu- 
tions drawn  up  on  the  part  of  the  Catho- 
lics of  Ireland.     Every  one  acquainted 
with  the  internal  state  of  Ireland  must 
have  known  the  effect  which  the  existence 
of  these  bodies  had  produced,  or  whether 
they  could  augur  any  thing  of  peace  or 
concord  from  the  members  who  formed- 
part  of  the  voluntary  association.    They 
would  recollect  their  interference  in  the 
right  of  election  by  which  those  Catholics 
who^  had  not  voted  at  the  last  general 
election  rn  favour  of  the  advocates  of  the 
Catholic  claims  had  lost  the  confidence 
of  their  Catholic  fellow-subjects :— -they 
would  recollect  the  project  of  parochial 
aubscriptionS|  by  which  power  was  given 
to  call  on  every  houaehoulder  for  }0d.  or 
a  larger  sum,  to  defray  the  expense  of 
the  petitions  to  Parliament,  and  by  which 
it  was  ordered  that  those  who  had  '' Re- 
fused to  pay,''  should  have  those  words 
written  against  their  names : — they  would 
remember  that  a  circular   was  sent  to 
every  member  of  the  body  to  invite  them 
to  meet  on  the  first  and  third  Saturday  of 
every  month,  because  they  were  appre- 
hensive that  a  religious  persecution  was 
about  to  recommence  in  Ireland.     It  was 
th^t  body  also  which  took  on  itself  to  in- 
quire into  alleged  injuries  to  some  Catho- 
lic soldiers;  and  it  was  in  that  body  that 
it  was  proposed  to  appoint  ambassadors  to 
the  Spanish  Cortes,  to  beg  their  interfe- 
rence in  the  government  of  this  country. 
It  was  that  body  that  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  means  by  which 
the  suffering  Catholics  of  Monaghan  could 
best  be  supported  by  legal  means.    The 
present  association,  to  the  honour  of  the 
former  bodies,  was  not  composed  of  all 
Ibe  members  of  Aiose  bodies;  but  of  their 


Romm  Caiholic  Uumion. 


[908 


leading  and  most  violent  members.  How 
far,  then,  was  the  peace  and  honour  of 
the  united  kingdom  likely  to  be  supported 
by  such  a  body  ?  That  question  might 
be  answered  by  every  member  of  the 
grand  juries,  who  had  almost  unanimously 
attributed  to  that  body  the  disturbed  state 
of  their  counties.  Was  the  House,  then,  to 
accept  Resolutions  dictated  by  this  body? 
But  it  was  said  by  some,  that  the  House 
might  grant  a  part  of  the  claims  of  the 
CaUiolics,  under  the  restrictions  which 
might  be  thought  necessary ;  but  to  this 
the  Catholics  replied,  *'  We  will  not 
thank  you— we  will  resist  a  partial  repeal, 
or  a  repeal  which  gives  you  any  security." 
The  Bill  which  the  hon.  baronet  intended 
to  introduce,  would  have  the  effect  of 
separating  Ireland  from  Great  Britain; 
but  if  a  different  bill  was  to  be  brought 
in,  they  should  first  hear  the  terms  in 
which  the  Bill  of  1813  was  spoken  of  by 
Mr.  O'Connel,  in  a  meeting  of  the  Catho- 
lic Board,  which  was  held  for  the  pur- 
pose of  passing  thanks  on  the  Catholic 
prelates  for  their  opposition  to  that  Bill* 
[Sir  H.  Parnell  here  again  wished  to  ob- 
serve on  the  inaccuracy  of  the  accounts 
which  had  been  given  of  his  interview 
with  the  sob* committee.]  Mr.  Peel  ob- 
served,'that  the  passage  which  he  waa 
about  to  read  did  not  refer  to  any  part  of 
the  conduct  of  the  hon.  baronet,  but  of  a 
gentleman  (Mr.  O'Connel)  who  pos- 
sessed the  confidence  of  the  Irish  Ca- 
tholics in  a  greater  degree  than  any  other 
person,  and  who  had  the  votes  of  every 
individual  of  the  association  for  his  ap- 
pointment to  the  sub-committee  of  which 
he  was  a  member.  At  every  meeting  of 
the  Catholics  of  Ireland  the  thanks  of  the 
body  to  Mr.  O'Connel  were  among  their 
resolutions.  The  opinion  of  a  person  who 
seemed  thus  to  represent  the  opinions  of 
the  Catholic  body  was  of  some  import- 
ance ;  and  the  more  so,  because  he  had 
drawn  up  the  present  Resolutions  and  the 
Bill,  which,  to  save  the  Parliament  the 
trouble  of  legislation,  had  been  drawn  up 
and  previously  circulated,  and  which  the 
Catholics  presented  as  the  only  measure 
they  would  have.  [Hear  !  from  some 
members  on  the  Opposition  side  of  the 
House.J— If  the  hon.  members  thought  a 
different  bill  might  be  brought  in,  they 
might  hear  in  what  terms  the  Bill  of  1813 
was  described  by  Mr.  O'Cobnel— "  It  is 
impossible,''  he  says,  "  that  you  should 
bear  the  name  and  form  of  Irishmen,  and 
not  abhor  that  absurd  end  mischievous 
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Bill.  You  need  not  be  warned  thfti  yoo 
should  not  confide  in  yoar  members.  Ice/' 
Then«  alluding  to  tbe  cheer  with  which 
the  roport  of  the  contested  clause  in  the 
Bill  of  1815  being  lost  was  recaived,  he 
says,  ''Tliat  ruffian  shout  of  English  inso- 
lence may  be  the  last  outrage  on  poor 
fallen  degraded  Ireland.  The  day-star  of 
her  liberty  will  arise"  (in  tbe  shape  of 
tbe  Bill  which  the  hon.  baronet  would 
propose.)  ^  This  last  insult  is  indelibly 
fixed  in  the  mind  of  every  Irish  Catholic, 
and,  though  it  may  be  forgiven,  it  cannot 
be  forgotten.^'  Such  language  augured 
the  impossibility  of  any  conciliatory  ar- 
rangement. Tbe  Bill,  however,  which 
was  brought  in  was  described  as  a  bill  to 
bury  all  animosities,  and  unite  all  the 
subjects  of  his  Majesty  in  defence  of  the 
empire.— If  the  justice  of  the  proposition 
submitted  to  the  House  were  indisputable, 
be  would  admit  that  the  conduct  of  the 
parties  upon  whose  petition  this  proposi- 
tion was  grounded^  would  be  a  matter  of 
no  account.  But  when  the  conciliation 
of  these  parties  was  the  avowed  object, 
that  conduct  was  a  material  subject  of 
consideration.  From  the  celebrated  speech 
of  that  celebrated  orator.  Dr.  Dromgoole, 
in  1813,  at  the  meeting  of  th^  Catholics, 
from  whom  this  petition  emanated,  it  ap- 
peared that  no  such  securities  as  had  been 
submitted  to  that  House  in  the  course  of 
that  year,  could  be  at  all  acceded  to,  con« 
sistently  with  a  due  regard  to  the  disci- 
pline of  the  Catholic  Church.  And  how 
did  this  orator  describe  the  Protestant  re- 
ligion, in  an  authorized  publication  of  his 
speech  ?  why,  that  the  Protestant  religion, 
if  supported  by  Heaven,  required  no 
human  aid ;  but  that,  if  not  so  supported, 
no  laws  could  sustain  it ;  for  it  must  have 
been  built  upon  a  sandy  foundation,  and 
had  lasted  as  long  as  any  other  novelty. 
This  speech  prefaced  the  Resolutions  of 
the  Catholic  meeting,  by  which  the  Bill 
brought  before  the  House  in  1813  was 
marked  with  tbe  most  decided  disapproba* 
tion,  especially  as  to  the  proposition 
brought  forward  for  the  security  of.  the 
Protestant  Establishment.  With  those 
Resolutions,  too,  tbe  declaration  of  the 
Irish  prelates  in  1813  entirely  concurred. 
Nay,  this  ecclesiastical  assembly  voted 
thanks  to  Dr.  Milner,  whom  they  called 
the  unwearied,  incorruptible,  and  able 
agent  of  the  Catholic  cause.  With  these 
proceedings  in  the  recollection  of  the 
House,  he  asked,  whether  any  candid  man 
could  calculate   that   any  measure    the 
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House  was  likely  to  adopts  would  give 
satisfaction  to,  or  escite  the  gratitude  of 
the  Catholic  body  of  Ireland  ?  Such  a 
calculation  would  indeed  be  quite  idle,  as 
must  be  evident  from  the  instances  which 
he  had  cited.  Upon  the  minds  of  those 
gentlemen  who  had,  in  1813,  declared 
their  expectation  that  the  discussion  on 
that  occasion  would  be  final,  as  explana- 
tory of  the  views  of  the  House,  he  trusted 
that  this  consideration  would  have  its  due 
efiect  On  the  whole,  seeing  that  no  ar- 
rangement was  likely  to  take  place  that 
could  promisei  the  conciliation  of  the  peti- 
tioners, if  their  wishes  were  to  be  judged 
of  from  their  own  language,  he  could  not 
accede  to  the  proposed  committee. 

Sir  J,  Newport  thought,  that  looking  to 
the  tranquillity  of  Ireland,  and  the  conso- 
lidation of  the  Union,  it  would  be  most 
unwise  to  dismiss  the  petitioners  before 
tbe  House  without  any  examination  of 
their  case.  Such  a  proceeding  would  in- 
deed serve^  in  his  judgment,  to  aggravate 
that  soreness,  upon  the  expression  of 
which  the  last  speaker  had  so  long  dwelt, 
while  it  must  operate  to  paralyze  a  great 
portion  of  the  strength  of  the  empire,  at 
a  period  when  the  e&ctive  union  of  all  ita 
resources  was  so  essential  to  its  common 
safety.  He  lamented  that  so  much  bitter- 
ness had  been  manifested  upon  both  sides 
of  this  question,  and  especially  that  such 
bitterness  had  appeared  in  that  House. 
But  he  could  not  persuade  himself  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  House  would  repel  the  case 
of  the  petitioners  unheard,  merely  because 
some  of  those  aggrieved  individuals  had 
given  expression  to  their  honest  minds  in 
rather  an  intemperate  manner.  For  it 
might  be,  that  if  any  set  of  gentlemen  in 
that  House  were  equally  aggrieved,  they 
would  vent  their  dissatisfaction  in  terms 
even  more  intemperate.  As  to  securities, 
he  could  not  help  thinking  that  the  best 
security  that  could  be  deyised  for  the  pre- 
sent establishments  of  the  country  would 
consist  in  a  community  of  privileges ;  be- 
cause every  man,  of  every  religious  per- 
suasion, would  then  have  an  interest  in 
supporting  the  system  to  which  he  owed 
the  enjoyment  of  his  privilegesi.  Accord- 
ing to  the  last  speaker,  tbe  House  should 
decline  to  concede  to,  or  even  abstain 
from,  the  consideration  of  the  Catholic 
claims,  until  the  Catholics  should  alto- 
gether suppress  the  declaration  of  any 
angry  feeling :  but  in  his  (sir  J.  N.'s) 
view,  it  would  be  the  better  policy  at 
once  to  remove  the  cause  of  such  angry 
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feelio^.  Sach  «  hoarse,  indeed,  w<»ald  be 
more  Wise  towards  the  states  and  more 
jtost  towards  the  parties  aggrieved.  It 
mattered  not|  according  to  his  judgment 
on  this  occasion,  what  was  the  conduct  of 
the  petitioners  or  their  connexions  ;— for, 
whether  any  petition  was  before  the 
Hoase  or  not,  it  was  due  to  justice  and 
the  public  interest,  to  talce  this  question 
.into  consideration.  Therefore  the  con- 
duct of  no  set  of  men  belonging  to  the 
Catholic  body  should  withdraw  the  House 
from  a  proper  sense  of  its  doty.  He  la- 
ttiented  as  much  as  any  man,  that  any 
portiop  of  the  Catholics  should  hare  in- 
jured their  cause  by  the  indiscretion  of 
their  language  or  conduct ;  but  he  main- 
tained, that  such  indiscretion  should  not 
influence  the  judgment  of  the  House  upon 
the  present  occasion.  For  the  question 
for  the  consideration  of  the  House  was, 
not  what  might  be  the  gratitude  of  any  of 
those  who  were  to  receiye,  but  what  it 
was  due  to  justice  to  give.  Therefore  the 
intemperate  language  of  individuals  should 
have  no  weight  upon  the  decision  of  the 
House  on  this  motion.  The  arguments 
and  the  statements  of  the  last  speaker, 
who  was  so  decidedly  hostile  to  the  Ca- 
tholic cause — who  was  so  wedded  to 
things  as  they  existed— might '  be  very 
impressive  upon  those  who  thought  with 
him  ;  but  in  bis  mind  they  had  no  bear- 
ing upon  the  real  meriM  of  the  present 
question.    According  to  that  right  hon. 

fentleman  it  would  be  derogatory  to  the 
igntty  of  Parliament,  while  it  would  not 
,  tend  to  satisfy  the  feelings  of  the  Catholic 
body,  to  accede  to  this  motion ;  but  he 
^  decidedly  diflfered  from  that  right  hon. 
gentleman.  For  if,,  even  upon  his  own 
atatement,  the  Catholic  people  were  under 
the  influence  of  agitators,  the  best  mode 
of  taking  them  out  of  the  hands  of  those 
aeitators  would  be  to  prove,  on  the  part 
of  Parliament,  a  disposition  to  consider 
the  claims  and  to  redress  the  grievances 
of  that  body,  especially  as  the  object  of 
the  petitioners  was  to  remove  complaints 
in  which  the  Catholic  people  eould  have 
no  other  interest  than  that  which  they 
felt  towards  the  higher  orders,  whose  gra- 
titude could  not  be  questioned  if  reason- 
able concessions  were  granted.  On  these 
5 rounds  he  trusted  that  the  Ht>u8e  would 
ecide  in  this  case  rather  from  judgment 
than  feeling,  without  reference  to  the 
irritation  on  either  side ;  and  that  the  Ca- 
tholic body,  evincing  an  inclination  to 
altjcrifice  whatever  was  not  essential  to 
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their  doctrines,  in  order  to  conciliate  thefr 
Protestant  brethren,  an  arrangement  would 
take  place  satisfactory  to  ail  parties.  It 
would  be  recollected,  that  in  going  into 
the  proposed  committee  tbe  House  would 
not  stand  pledged  to  the  Resolutions 
brought  forward  by  his  hon.  friend,  or  to 
any  other  course  of  proceeding,  it  being 
competent  to  any  member  to  propose  any 
measure  he  might  think  proper;  and 
under  such  circumstances  he  hoped  that 
the  proposed  committee  would  be  acceded 
to.  If  not,  he  could  not  help  thinking 
thai  tba  House  would  be  betrayed  into 
the  abdication  of  a  great  and  important 
public  duty. 

Mr.  hathwm  defended  the  line  of  con* 
duct  adopted   by   his  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Peel),  from  the  animadversions  of 
the  last  speaker,  and  strotlgly  objected  to 
the  mode  pursued  by  the  hon.  baronet 
who  had  introduced  the  question.     It  was 
the  first  time  he  recollected  the  introduc* 
tlon  of  a  proposition  of  this  kind,  by  pro- 
ducing to  the  House  a  series  of  resolo- 
tions>  not  for  their  consideration,  but  fbr 
their  unqualiAed  approval.     To  add  to 
this  incoBststency,  they  were  called  upon 
to  go  into  the  proposed  committee,  not  to 
acquiesce  in  the  tine  fctd  mm  of  the  peti- 
tioners, but  to  see  how  far  they  could  de- 
viate from  it.     He  was  quite  hostile  to 
such  a  courae  of  proceeding ;    for  instead 
of  tending  to  conciliate  those  in  whose 
behalf  the  proposition  was  urged,  it  would 
only  lead  to  their  further  irritation.    Nor 
would  he  ever  concur  in  any  measure  of 
this  description,    until   the    respectable 
class  of  the  Roman  Catholics  stepped  for- 
ward to  rescue  themselves  from  the  thral- 
dom of  those  who  were  meeting  with  an 
avowal  of  ingratitude,  the  interposition  of 
the  Legislature  in  the  adjustment  of  their 
claims.    With  respect  to  tbe  argument  oi 
securities,  an  extraordinary  position  had 
been  taken  by  the  supporters  of  tbe  mo- 
tion—4hat  securities  were  best  obtained 
by  ret^uiring  none.    As  to  the  reasons  for 
going  into  a  committee,  which  were  ad- 
duced by  those  who  professed  to  disap- 
prove of  the  Resolutions  of  the  hon.  ba» 
ronet,   he    could    not    comprehend    the 
ground  of  such  reasons;   for  if  it  were 
proposed  to  substitute  any  other  Resolu- 
tions, why  not  bring   them   forward  at 
onct,  and  make  them  the  subject  of  a  dis* 
tinct  motion  ?  which  would  be  a  more  par- 
liamentary mode  of  proceeding,  than  to 
resolve  into  a  committee  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  negativing  tbe  objects  upon 
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which  tbe  propodcion  before  the  Hoote 
wet  Mbmitted.  The  opifiions  which  had 
been  publicly  ezprewed  by  the  Catholics^ 
he  wae  of  opinion  proved  to  demonstra- 
tion, that  the  coarse  now  recommended, 
would  not  be  tbo  means  of  conciliating 
them,  and  of  terminating  the  existing  diffe- 
rences. The  minor  grievances  of  the 
Catholics  ooghtiMt  to  be  made  a  pretext 
for  going  into  the  committ^.  To  go 
into  a  committee  on  the  Catholic  claims 
at  present,  would  be  to  waste  the  time  of 
the  House ;  for  as  the  former  Bill  had  not 
proved  satisfactory,  there  was  no  reason 
to  suppose  that  the  one  which  the  hon. 
baronet  wished  to  bring  in  would  be  more 
floccessfttl. 

Lord  Bummg  said,  he  would  not  enter 
on  'the  general  question  of  the  claims  of 
the  Catholics,  but  should  vote  for  going 
into  the  committee,  though  he  might  there 
vote  against  every  one  of  the  Resolutions. 
If  he  were  to  narrow  his  view  of  the  sub- 
ject  to  the  consideration  of  the  conduct  of 
individuals  of  the  Catholic  body,  instead 
of  looking  to  the  general  merits  of  the 
question,  it  wee  probable  that  he  should 
come  to  the  same  decision  that  his  right 
hon.  friend  (Mn  Peel)  had  come  to  on 
the  historical  statement  which  be  had 
submitted  to  the  House.  He  much  re- 
ff retted  the  course  taken  by  his  right 
hon.  friend  in  deciding  against  the  prayer 
of  the  Catholics,  on  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  had  acknowledged  that  decision 
to  rest  For  himself,  he  did  not  feel  that 
he  had  any  thing  to  do  with  what  any 
factious  speeches  which  Mr.  O'Connel  or 
Dr.  Dromgoole  might  have  made.  What- 
ever their  conduct  had  been,  it  ought  not 
to  affect  the  general  question.  If  ever  a 
question  had  gained  by  discussion,  this 
had.  He  thought  the  destiny  of  the  Ro- 
man  Catholics  of  Ireland,  had  been  lef^ 
ttt'  their  own  hands.  Had  they  felt  grateful 
to  that  House  and  to  their  firm  and  vene- 
rable friend  (Mr.  Grattan),  they  ^ight 
now  have  been  in  -a  different  situation. 
He  regretted  (the  hon.  baronet  would 
forgive  him,)  that  the  petition  of  the  Ca- 
tholics had  not  been  entrusted  to  the  same 
hands  which  bad  been  so  long  charged 
with  it,  and  he  lamented  to  find  it  wanted 
a  number  of  respectable  names  which  had 
been  always  attached  to  it  before.  He 
objected  to  the  Resolutions,  as  descending 
to  minor  objects,  with  which  it  was  not 
before  thought  advisable  to  encumber  the 
great  measure  of  Catholic  emancipation ; 
and  he  also  objected  to  them  because  they 
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contained  not  one  word  which  went  to 
give  security  to  the  Protestant  establish* 
ment.  There  was  nothing  in  the  oath 
now  proposed  to  that  eiiect,  as  there  was 
in  that  brought  forward  two  years  ago ; 
and  he,  for  one,  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
Catholic  who  would  not  take  an  oath  to 
support  the  existing  establishment,  ought 
not  to  be  entrusted  with  political  power* 
He  was  not  very  sanguine  as  to  the  result 
of  this  day's  debate,  but  he  should  sit 
down  satisfied  thai  the  day  waa  not  far 
distant  when  the  decision  of  Parliament 
would  unite  all  classes  of  his  Majesty'e 
subjects,  and  bury  past .  differences  in 
oblivion; 

Mr.  BaMke9  commented  with  some 
severity  on- the  Resolutions  of  tbe  hon. 
baronet,  which  in  Ireland  had  been  pub* 
lished  in  the  form  of  a  bill,  and  which  it 
appeared  the  hon.  baronet  had  not  brought 
forward  of  himself,  but  had  received 
them  from  a  body  of  men  whom  he  be* 
lieved  to  represent  a  large  portion  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  of  Ireland.  He  saw  no 
prospect  of  conciliatory  measures  being 
successfully  pursued,  seeing  that  the  Ro- 
man Catholics  required  tbe  surrender  of 
all  they  wished  to  obtain  without  offering 
any  security  in  return.  Till  the  Church 
of  Rome  adopted  a  different  mode  of 
treating  those  who  might  be  considered 
as  heretical  from  that  which  had  been 
hitherto  pursued,  he  was  of  opinion  that 
the  Catholics  could  not  be  entrusted  with 
political  power,  without  an  apprehension 
that  they  would  attempt  to  use  it  for 
ollerior .  purposes.  He  thought  nothing 
farther  ought  to  be  «done  with  respect  to 
the  Catholic  claims,  till  they  came  for* 
ward  with  those. securities  which  might 
satisfy  the  .  Protestants.  Till  this  was 
done,  it  was  not.too  'much  for  tbe  House 
to  ^  say,  that  it  would  not  proceed .  one 
step  farther  in  the  business.  Until  that 
time  should  arrive.  Parliament  could  not 
consent  to  invest  that  body  with  political 
power.  Those  who  professed  the  esta* 
blished  religion  had  a  right  to  say.  We 
cannot  give  you  an  extension  of  privi* 
leges,  unless  you  are  willing  to  give  us 
securities.  Some  of  the  most  intelligent 
men  in  the  country  had  endeavoured  to 
form  something  tending  towards  satisfac- 
tory  security  ;  but  that  which  we  looked 
upon  as  a  panacea  had  been  treated  by 
the  Catholics  as  an  abomination.  .  Under 
all  the  circumstances,  -seeing  no  prospect 
of  a  final  and  conciliatory  arrangement 
with  the  Catholics,  seeing  that  the  Reao« 
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kittons  were  not  the  work  of  the  boiw  ba- 
ronety  bat  had  been  pot  into  his  hands  by 
certain  indtvidnals  in  Ireland-^-^eeing  that 
they  had  not  the  concorrence  of  those  re- 
spectable persons  who  bad  utuaUy  been 
Ine  advocates  of  the  Catholics  on  former 
occasions«-4uid  not  seeing  that  any  bene- 
ficial result  could  be  expected  from  the 
coarse  nbw  recommended  to  the  House, 
be  hoped  the  motion  woold  be  thrown 
oot  by  a  large  majoritv* 

Lord  CaHlereagh  said,  that  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House 
at  any  length ;  but  he  could  not  consent  to 
suffer  the  present  question  to  go  to  a  vote, 
without  statine  the  precise  view  which  he 
entertained  of  tt.  It  was  his  solemn  con- 
viction, that  in  bringing  it  forward  in  the 
Manner  it  v^^s  now  produced,  the  ultimate 
iuccess  of  the  measure  would  be  rather 
retarded  than  advanced.  His  opinions  upon 
the  subject  were  in  no  degree  varied  from 
those  which  he  had  pronounced  on  former 
occasions;  and  he  was  thoroughly  con- 
vinced, that  any  measure  of  concession, 
unless  founded  upon  the  general  and  com* 
pr^hensive  principle  heretofore  discussed 
and  admitted,  would  fail  tin  all  those  con- 
ciliating qualities  which  it  was  so  essiintial 
to  regard.  With  respect  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  intentions  of  the  Legislature, 
Hurtng  the  last  session,  were  met  by  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying,  that  if  the  ultimate  decision  of 
the  question  depended  upon  his  individnal 
judgment,  he  should  not  discourage  the 
piving  efi^ct  to  that  measure,. even  thoogh 
It  were  met  on  the  part  of  the  people  of 
Ireland,  by  the  meet  extensive  dissatisfoc* 
tion.  He  did  not  conceive  that  on  any 
great  measure  of  state,  the  people  were 
generalljr  qualified  to  estimate  lis  fitness 
or  propriety  at  the  moment  of  adopting 
it,  when  their  passions  and  interests  were 
itrongly  excited  or  alarmed.  When, 
thcrerore,  he  looked  to  the  speeches  of  the 
individuals  in  Ireland,  who  now  managed 
the  affairs  of  the  Catholics^  and  when  he 
looked  to  their  conduct,  he  might  regard 
Ihem  as  obstacles  to  the  immediate  ac- 
complishment of  measures  of  general  re-. 
)ief,  but  certainly  not  as  containing  in 
thchn  any  thing  dangeroos.  He  had  al- 
ways been  of  opinion,  that  the  question  of 
concetsion,  if  granted  with  those  securities 
which  were  essential  to  it,  would  never 
confer  upon  the  Catholics  that  quantum 
of  power  which  could  render  it  dangerdus 
to  admit  them  inio  the  constitution.  As 
to  the  present  moment,  however,  in  w^cb 
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their  claims  were  brought  fonward*  h  w;ai 
Impossible  to  observe  the  studied  pains  that 
had  been  taken  to  withdraw  their  petition 
from  the  hands  of  one  who  had  conducted 
their  cause  through  all  the  conflicts. and 
enmities  of  party*  with  a  ju<^ment,  a 
temper,  and  a  moderation  that  bad  wpn 
the  homage  of  all  sides*  however  opposed 
in  their  views*  without  feeling  that  the 
measure  now  introduced,  was  distinciiy 
meant  as  a  measure  of  contrast,  to  that 
which  Parliament  had  sanctioned  in  prin- 
ciple during  the  preceding  session.  They 
nowsolicited  onqualified  admission  into  the 
Constitotioni  and  claimed  it  as  a  matter  of 
justice  At  the  hands  of  the  Legislature; 
and  regarding  that  as  the  oiily  object  of 
their  petition*  ho  Certainly  |»as  anxious 
that  the  committee  sboold  be  granted,  if 
it  were  only  thai  an  opportunity  .might 
thus  be  a&raed  of  pronouncing  distinctly 
the  sense  of  Parliament  on  that  subject ; 
and*  that  the  Catholics  themselves  might 
be, taught*  if  they  again  applied  to  Parlia- 
ment* that  tone  of  moderation  which  could 
alone  insure  to  them  the  ultimate  object 
of  their  wishes.  He  did  not  consider  him* 
self*  therefore,  as  acting  with  any  incoii* 
sistency  in  voting  for  the  .committee, 
though  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  in 
the  committee  to  mark  bis  mo<t  decided 
opposition  to  unqualified  conceaiioo.  Nor 
should  he  feel  himself  called  tipon  either 
to  modify  the  propositions,  of  the  hon* 
baronet*  or  to  fubmit  any  others  of  a  dif« 
frrent  description ;  for,  unless  the  Catho- 
lics greatly  altered  their  condnct*  he  was 
persuaded  that,  instead  of  this  country 
becoming  more  inclined  to  conciliate 
them*  the  question  would  lose,  ground  by 
repeated  discussion.  He  had  thus  briefly 
stated  his  presisnt  opinions  upon  the  sob* 
ject*  and  should  nbetain  firom  going  into 
any  general  view  of  its.  merits. 

Mr.  Wkitbremd  said,  he  concurred  with 
the  noble  lord  in  his  opinion  that  a  com- 
mittee would  be  desirable*  though  there 
were  many  of  the  propositions  against 
which  he(Mr.  W.)  should  vote;  but  he 
must  think  that  if  the  committee  wera 
granted,  it  ought  to  do  something  elie 
than  merely  ta  negative  the  wishes  of  the 
Catholics  for  nnquaKfied  concession..  Tbe 
hope  of  qualified  concession*  of  ooncessioii 
with  such  securities  as  were  thought  no* 
cessary*  had  been  strongly  nourished  in 
his  mind,  after  the  proceedingaof  the.sea^ 
sion  of  1 S 1 S*  when  that  bill  emaaated  from 
the  committee*  and  when  the  first  clmose 
of  it  was  lost  only  by  a  majority  of  four : 
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ftom  that  RMMntnl  h«  contidtrad  the  prin* 
eiple  ••  cttiried ;  hot  be  now  obferred^ 
fvHh  the  deepeti  regret,  that  the  day 
of  emattcipgtioOi  intead  of  approaehiag 
nearer,  was  recediog  freaa  their  view. 
Wbv  did  the  noble  lord  now  speak  with 
despondency  opon  the  sabjeel  i  becanae 
cbbgs  hud  oceorred  ih  Ireland  which  took' 
•way  from  the  friends  of  the  CatholieSy 
nnd  from  the  Catholics  themselves,  that 
eangoine  expectation  of  success  which 
they  before  entertained.  For  himself,  he 
coold  set  at  naoght  all  the  violent  and 
idle  speeches  raside  against  members  of 
that  Hooae ;  Imt  when  he  feend  that  they 
have  defeated  themselves  by  their  con- 
dacty  he  conid  not  overlook  or  fail  to 
lament  soch*  conduct.  At  the  same  time 
it  might  be  observed,  that  the  coadnct  of 
Mr.  O'Connel  In  Ireland  had  been  exactly 
the  same  as  that  of  the  right  hon.  Secre-* 
tary  (Mr.  Peel),  who,  by  all  kinds  of  ex- 
aggeration, endeavonred  to  aggravate  tbe 
Irotestanta,  as  Mr.  OK^onnel,  by  exagge- 
ration, thought  to  inflame  the  Catholics ; 
and  if  the  noble  lord  coold  sit  patiently 
and  hear  socfa  language  from  the  right 
hon.  Secreury,  be  must  say,  that  there 
appeared  as  little  hope  of  conciliation  on 
•one  side  as  an  tbe  other.    But  there  was  a 

gentleman  who,  in  all  former  discussions, 
ad  occupied  a  ^try  prominent  part  in  the 
debate,  whose  name  had  not  even  been 
mentioned  that  night,  to  his  (Mr.  Whit- 
bread's)  very  great  surprise  ;  not  a  word 
had  been  said  about  the  Pope,  the  terrible 
Pope,  Buonapartes  Pope,  the  Pope  who 
was  to  have  be«n  met  by  an  Irish  Pope  at 
Ballysbannon.  [A  laugh].  And. why  was 
that  gentleman  totally  forgotten  ?  Be- 
came be  had  not  been  found  what  was  ex- 
pected ;  because  be  wiui  the  mere  tool  of 
Buonapart^«  The  course  of  the  Catholics 
since  1815  hs^d  certainly  been  a  bad  one ; 
and  if  any  one  part  of  their  conduct  was 
more  marked  by  want  of  judgment  than 
another  (he  spoke  without  the  slightest 
disparagement  of  his  hon.  friend),  it  was 
removing  their  Petition  from  the  hands  in 
which  their  cause  had  been  so  long  sanc- 
tified. [Hear,  hear !]  Still,  however,  in 
determtning  upon  the  iimple  questfon, 
whether  they  should  go  into  a  committee, 
he  would  say  aye,  not  because  the  hon. 
baronet  had  a  string  of  propositions  to 
iobmit,  but  because  there  were  conces- 
lions  which  might  be  made  in  that  com- 
laittee,  that  would  do  much  towards  con- 
ciliatiofi.  The  army,  the  navy,  and  the 
k»0  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  were 
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decidedly  boetile  to  anqaallfied  coneesaioii, 
might  be  thrown  open  to  them.  It  had 
been  aaid,  also,  that  they  might  be  allowed 
protection  both  in  the  army  and  navy  in 
their  religions  worship.  And  were  those 
things  nothing  ?  Did  they  not  conatitote  a 
boon  which  the  Catholics  mi^ht  be  happy 
to  receive,  and  which  the  Leaislatare  oogbt 
to  be  deairoaa  to  grant  ?  Were  they  to 
vote  for  the  committee,  like  tbe  noble 
lord,  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  nega- 
tiving that  which  all  agrred  might  be 
conceded,  because  Mr.  O'Connel  made 
violent  speeches,  which  were  in  truth 
quite  unimportant,  or  because  Dr<  Drotth 
goole  made  speeches  not  only- violenl» 
but  absurd  ?  He  hoped  he  should  live  to 
see  the  day  when  the  preaent  condectora 
of  the  Catholica  would  be  removed,  or,  if 
not  removed,  that  they  themselves  wouM 
change,  return  to  a  sound  discretion^  and 
choose  their  former  leader.  [Hear,  hear  !]• 
He  should  most  heartily  vote  for  the  mcN 
tion,  as  being  the  only  course,  under  pr^ 
sent  circ6mstances,  which  afforded  any 
prospect  of  success ;  but  had  he  been  asked 
whether  this  year  or  the  next,  or  what 
period  would  have  been  best  for  bringing 
the  subject  forward,  his  answer  would  nave 
been-»ask  Mr.  Grattan. 

Mr.  tVtlUaey  PdU  said,  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  trespass  long  upon  the  attend 
tion  of  the  Hoose ;  but  under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  he  felt  it  impos- 
sible to  give  a  silent  vote  upon  the  quea^ 
tion.  In  explaining  the  grounds  upon 
which  he  should  vote  that  night,  it  was 
necessary  to  define  accurately  what  the 
question  was  upon  whicb  they  were  thea 
called  upon  to  decide.  Tbe  House  waa 
not  then  called  upon  to  concede  the 
claims  of  the  Catholics,  or  to  determine 
to  what  extent  concessions  ought  to  be 
granted,  but  merely  to  refer  the  Petitioa 
to  the  consideration  of  the  committees 
Tbe  hon.  gentleman  who  had  just  eat 
down,  had,  in  his  opinion,  put  the  ques* 
tion  opon  its  proper  footing,  and  he  should 
follow  ihat  example,  and  confine  himself 
strictly  to  the  question.  Whether  this  Ft* 
tition  ought  or  ought  not  to  be  referred  to 
a  committee }  Retaining/  as  he  dld^  the 
opraion  he  had  formerly  expressed  with 
respect  to  the  elaimt  of  tbe  CathoKcs,  he 
was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  molioii 
of  hir  hon.  friend  (sir  H.  Pamell)  ought 
to  be  agreed  to ;  but,  on  the  other  hand* 
he  desired  to  be  distinctly  understood,  tfaa^ 
in' giving  that  vote,  he  by  no  means  pledged 
himsetf  to  support  the  propositionB  of  hll 


&W]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS^ 

.boa.  friend.  If  be  iboogbt  that  soich  an 
iolerence  could  bo-  fairly  drawn  from  bis 
Toio,  he  shoold  uiidoubiedly  oppose  the 
committee.  Afier  the  fullest  and  most 
mature  consideration  he  coold  give  on  the 
•abject,  be  was  convinced  that  the  Bill 
brought  in  in  a  former  session  by  his 
Tight  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Grattan)  contained 
mil  the  concessions  that  could  be  fairly 
•claimed  by,  or  safely  granted  to  the  Ca- 
tholics ;  and  to  the  extent  •  of  the  conces- 
aions  contained  in  that  Bill  he  was  always 
r.eady  to  go.  He  could  not  help  express* 
jng,  however*  his  regret  at  the  manner  in 
which  the  sabject  had  now  been  brought 
forward.  It  was  not  necessary  for  him  to 
•ay>  that  by  that  expression  he  meant  no 
dierespect  to  his  hon.  friend  (Sir  H.  Par- 
2)ell)»  for  whom  he  entertained  the  highest 
«steem  and  affection ;  but  still  he  could 
not  jbut  lament  that  he  had  undertaken  to 
bring  forward  the  Petition  under  such 
circumstances.  Indeed*  he  should  always 
dCQnsider  it  as  a  misfortune  to  all  parties 
to  have  the  subject  taken  out  of  the  hands 
of  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Grattan),  who 
bad  hitherto  supported  it  with  so  much 
eloquence,  moderation,  and  wisdom,  and 
«nder  whose  aqspices  it  had  the  greatest 
chance  of  success.— Though  he  did  not 
think  this  the  proper  time  to  enter,  into  a 
discussion  upon  the  general  subject,  yet 
he  could'  not  help  observing,  that  his 
fight  hon.  friend  near  him  (Mr.  Peel)  had 
iiot  been  very  fairly  or  candidly  treated 
in  the  observations  which  had  been  made 
upon  bis  statements  respecting  the  Ca- 
tholic Committee.  His  right  hon.  friend 
bad  merely  repeated  their  own  language,i 
and  if  the  repetition  of  their  own  words 
had  the  efifect  of  a  severe  censure  upon 
that  body,  the  fault  undoubtedly  rested 
with  those  who  originally  used  them ; 
knowing,  as  he  did,  the  nature  and  con* 
atruction  of  that  committee,  he  certainly 
did  not  think  bis  right  hon.  friaod  liable 
to  any  animad version  for  what  he  had 
aaid ;  on  the  contrary,  he  might,  he  was 
convinced,  have  gone  a  great  deal  farther, 
avithout  being  liable  to  the  charge  of  exag- 
geration. He  had,  upon  former  occasions, 
been  under  the  necessity  so  fully  to  ex- 
press his  opinion  to  the  House  reapecting 
that  body,  that  it  was  unnecessary  for 
him  now  to  enlarge  upon  the  subject.  He 
had  always  considered  it  as  a  d^gerous  as- 
^mbly;  it  consisted  of  several  hundred 
|>ersons  select««l  from  all  the  different 
ranks  of  the  Catholics ;  they  met  once  a 
Hreejc^  or  ofteaer ;  they  aped  all  the  forms^ 
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and  tried  to  assume  the  'powers  of  a  oen- 
vention  representing  all  the  estates  of  the 
Catholics ;  it  became,  therefore,  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  public  tranquillity,  that 
they  should  be  suppressed.    A*  '^^^  ^^^ 
body  which  now  met- under  the  name  of  a 
Board,  he  did  not  consider  it  as  being  im* 
portant  or  dangerous ;  the  most  respect- 
able of  the  Catholics  had  withdrawn  from 
it,  and  the  board  now  consisted  only  of 
a  few  factious  individuals  meeting  in  ob- 
scure places,  and  forming -an  object  rather 
of  contempt  than  of  apprehension.    But 
it  had  always  appeared  to  him  the  greatest 
possible  injustice  to  the  Catholic  body  at 
large,  to  suppose   that   their  sentiments 
were  spoken  by  the  Catholic  Board.  From 
every  inquiry  which  he  could  make,  (and 
his   means   of   information  were   pretty 
extensive),  he  was  convinced  that  a  large 
majority  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  highly 
disapproved  of  the  violent  and   intem- 
perate proceedings  of  that  board*     He 
lamented    most  sincerely  that    the   Bill 
brought  forward  by  his  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Grattan)  had  not  pasaed ;  because 
be  was  convinced  that,  notwithstanding 
the  declamations  of  the  Catholic  Board, 
and  opinions  expressed  by  the  Catholic 
prelates,  it  would  have  given  satisfaction 
to  the  great  mass  of  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  Ireland,  who  would,  at  this  moment,  if 
his  right  hon.  friend  had  succeeded,  have 
been  gratefully,  and  tranquilly  enjoying 
the  boon  granted  to  them  by  the  Legisla- 
ture.   The  failure  of  that  Bill  had  again 
enabled  the  Board  to  raise  its  voice ;  but 
no  iutemperate  language  which  It  might 
us^,  no  threats  which  it  might  throw  out, 
would  have  the  slightest  effect  in  inducing 
that  House  to  withdraw  its  attentioii  from 
the  claims  of  the  Catholics.     He  trusted 
that  the  House  would  let  the  Petition  go 
to  a  committee,  not  pledging  itself  to 
agree  to  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  Re- 
solutions, but  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
the  question    that  mature  confuderation 
which  its  importance  deserved. 

Sir  N.  Cciihunt  supported  the  motion 
for  going  into  a  ^committee,  and  argued 
against  those  who  maintained,  that  unless 
the  House  went  the  whole  length  of  tbe 
Catholic  demands,  they  would  efiect  no- 
thing. 

Mr.  Ves^  Fkxgerald  said,  he  should 
detain  the  House  very  shortly,  but  that 
on-  a  question  affecting  so  deeply  that 
country  to  which  he  was  bound  by  eveiy 
tie  of  private  affection,  by  every  public 
obligation  nisp«  he  Qoold  hardly  give** 
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tUent  Tote.  He  fell  not  nam  thai  pleunre 
which  the  hon.  genileman  (Mr.  Wbii- 
breed)  had  described  himielf  lo  feeW«-oii- 
.  the  comraryi  be  ceioe  to  the  consideration 
of  the  motion  of  to^night^  not  only  with 
painful  reflections  on  mnch  of  what  bad 
passed,  but  without  any  of  those  animating 
anticipations  of  soccess»  by' which,  two 
years  since,  the  advocates  of  the  Catholic 
claims  had  been  cheered  and  sustained. 
•He,  too,  should  vote  for  the  committee, 
and  witb^  sentiments  similar  to  many  of 
:  those  who,  in  preceding  him,  had  ex- 
plained the  grounds  on  which  they  gave 
that  vote ;  .  but  as  he  did  not  expect  to 
arrive  at  that  point  which  bis  noble  friend 
(lord  Castlereagh)  did,  as  he  hardly 
hoped  from  the  manifested  disposition  of 
the  House,  and  the  coarse  which  the  de- 
bate had  taken,  that  they  should  get  into 
that  coram iitee,  or  that  be  should  have 
an  oppot  unity  of  protesting  against  the 
intended  Kesoluiions  of  the  hon.  baronet, 
be  wished  to  guard  his  vote  against  the 
sospicion.tbat  he  ever  could  be  the  advo- 
cate of  unqualified  emancipation.  Who 
was  there,  even  amongst  its  advocates, 
who  could  hope  to  obtain  it }  He  would 
go  into  the  committee  pledfl^ed  to  the 
principle  only— whatever  might  there  be 
offered  most  resembling  the  Bill  of  1813, 
was  that  which  he  should  approve  the 
most.  No  man  was  now  desired  to  do 
more  than  to  accede  to  the  principle,  and 
it  was  idie  perhaps  to  protest  against 
being  understood  to  be  pledged  to  more. 
Abo? e  all,  he  must  deprecate,  however, 
the  decision  to  which  the  House  was  about 
perhaps  to  come,  as  being  deemed  in  any 
respect  to  be  formed  on  the -main  prin- 
ciple of  emancipation,  or  on  the  merits  of 
this  great  quesfion— the  House  could  not 
separate,  in  its  consideration,  the  question 
kself,  from  the  circumstances  under  which 
it  was  submitted.  He  lamented  those 
circumstances  as  much  as  any  man-^he 
lamented  that  the  splendid  services  of 
years  had  been  forgotten,  and  he  feared 
that  the  Catholic  cause  would  long  have 
to  lament  also,  that  it  had  been  placed  in 
other  bands  than  those-  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman^  who  had  for  so  many  years 
fought. the  battles  of  his  country.  If, 
Sir«  (concluded  Mr.  Fitzgerald)  that  dis- 
tinguished person  could  find  consolation  in 
any  circumstances  which  bad  diminished 
the  favour  with  which  the  claims  of  the 
-Catholics  had  been  entertained  by  Parlia- 
ment, he  might  find  it  in  the  grateful  and 
luanioiQos  tribnle  which  hai(been  paid  to 
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bis  judgment,  bis  moderation,  and  bis  an* 
questioned  patriotism.  I  give  my  vote, 
then,  for  going  to-night  into  this  commits 
tee.  I  give  it  in  consistency  with  my 
former  opinion,  and  In  the  hope  oY  better 
timeaii-H»f  those  times,  when  the  question 
may  again  come  forward  under  the  aus- 
pices of  him,  who  has  before  carried  it 
so  near  to  its  consummation;  and  for  whom 
its  accomplishment  is  yet  reserved  ;  for  I 
do  feel  within  me.  Sir,  that  it  is  reaerved 
for  him,  ere  long  loo,  to^aohieve  a  mea- 
sure which  will  conciliate  tbe  Irish  peo- 
ple, which  will  give  to  the  empire  the 
best  confirmation  of  her  strength,  and 
to  its  illusuious.  author  an  imperishable 
fame. 

Mr.  Huikistom  lamented,  in  common 
with  all  who  bad  spoken  on  the  subject, 
the  conduct  and  the  language  of  the  Ca- 
tholics of  Ireland^-condoct  and  language 
much  more  calculated  to  retard  tbe  at- 
tainment of  their  object,  than  the  argo» 
ments  of  those  who  conscientiously  op* 
posed  their  claims.  He  should  certainly, 
however,  vole  for  the  committee;  be- 
cause when  any  considerable  portion  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects  came  to  Parliament, 
complaining  of  privations  and  disabilities^ 
he,  for  one,  would  never  oppose  the  con- 
sideration of  their  grievances.  At  the  ^ 
same  time  he  wished  it  \a  be  distinctly 
understood,  with  reference  to  the  Resolu* 
tions  which  had  been  proposed,  that  nei» 
ther  on  this  nor  on  any  other  subject,  he 
hoped  the  House  of  Commons  would  allow 
itself  to  be  dictated  to. 

Mr.  Groiiofi  rose  and  said  :»-Sir ;  Ex- 
hausted as  the  subject  is,  I  trust  that  the 
House  will  allow  me  to  trouble  them  with 
a  few  sentences.  I  do  not  wish  to  give  a 
silent  vote  upon  the  question,  particularly 
circumstanced  as  I  am  with  rjespeet  to  it. 
I  shall  certainly  vote  for  going  into  the 
committee,  on  the  principle  which  has 
been  so  generally  stated  this  evening; 
that  the  only  thing  we  have  at  present  to 
determine  is,  whether  or  not  the  Catholic 
question'  shall  be  taken  into  consideration* 
But  in  giving  this  vote,  Sir,  I  by  no  means 
pledge  myself  to  the  support  of  the  Heso* 
lutioos  which  my  boo.  friend  basexbU 
bited.  Further,  I  must  say,  that  for  some 
of  those  Resolutions  I  cannot  vote.  I  beg 
leave  to  observe,  in  considering  the  Ca- 
tholic question,  that  it  is  not-sufficient  to 
dwell  merely  on  what  may  be  strictly 
4ind  absolutely  necesiary^-some  regard 
ought  to  be  paid  to  the  foelings  of  those 
by  whom  that  gnnstion  is  to  be  detei^. 
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■Hoetf.  I  have  no  hesitation  to  rayioff 
that  I  condema  (I  am  lorry  if  I  give  oh 
feoce  to  persons  who  are  of  a  dif&rent 
opinion,)  bot  I  condemo  the  application 
for  onqaalified  concetsion.  The  know- 
ledge 1  have  of  the  sentiments  of.  this 
House  cbnTiQces  me  that  each  a  proposi- 
tion will  not  pass.  When  the  petitioners 
desire  emancipation  without  any  condi- 
tions,  they  desire  two  thiogs^they  desire 
emancipation  and  then  they  desire  tliat 
ii  may  not  be  granted^  because  the  an- 
nexation of  no  conditions  must  render  tiie 
grant  in  this  House  impossible.  I  should 
tberefere  have  flattered  the  Catholics  had 
I  told  th^m  they  were  entitled  to  expect 
a  decision  in  their  favoor>  because  I  know 
that  nnder  those  circumstances  that  can- 
not be.  I  wish  to  support,  and  I  mean  to 
support  the  Catholic  question  with  a 
desperate  fidelity*— if  I  may  so  express 
myself.  I  use  the  word  *  degperate',  not; 
with  reference  to  any  disposition  on  my 
]iart  to  sacrifice  a  single  principle  of  good 
government,. or  a  single  necessary  security 
on  that  question,  but  because  to  my  fide- 
lity I  cannot  promise  success.  Sir,  un^ 
less  the  Catholic  body  pursue  a  concilii^ 
lory  line  of  conduct*— unless  they  come  to 
this  House,  tiot  with  a  silent  and  implied, 
bot  with  a  declared  attachment  to  the 
Tital  principles  of  the  oenstitution,  they 
will  not  soccsed.  I  have  told  them  be- 
fere,  and  I  now  repeat  it,  that  unless  they 
adopt  a  spirit  of  conoiliation,  they  will 
never  succeed.  I  will  say  further,  that 
conciliation  is  not  only  necessary  to 
their  interest,  but  essential  to  Iheir  duty, 
both  to  the  state  and  to  one  another. 
If  CathoNc  emancipaHon  should  not  fi- 
nally be  carried,  it  will  be  owing,  not 
to  the  want  of  candour  and  considera- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Legislatore,  but 
to  the  wamt  of  prudence  and  discretion 
on  the  part  of  some  Catholics,  who  do  not 
assist  the  Protestant  friends  ef  their  cause 
by  expressing  their  ready  concurrence  in 
the  adoption  by  Parliament  of  such  seen- 
vities,  as  to  their  feelings  may  appear  ne- 
cessary, and  which  at  the  same  time  may 
not  be  inconsistent  with  the  Catholic  re- 
li^oa.  Untoss  they  do  this,  they  wHl 
fail  in  their  efibrts»  and  their  fotlure  will 
be  solely  attributable  to  their  want  of  dis- 
cretion. Sir,  I  have  an  ardent  levo  for 
the  Catholic  body.  I  do  not  ascribe  the 
errors  of  some  individualt  to  the  body  at 
large.  Bot  I  once  more  say,  that  sinless 
they  adopt  a  spirit  of  conciiiation,  they 
liavo  net  the  smallest  ehanca  of  suecois. 
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I  will  trouble  the  House  no  further.  Iq 
voting  for  the  committee,  I  do  not  pledge 
myself  to  support  all  my  hon.  friend's 
Resolutions,  bqt  only  some  of  them. 
Should  the  House  go  into  the  committee, 
I  shall  again  exprees  those  sentiment*  on 
this  important  question,  which -hav^  been 
already  registered,  and  which  remain  on- 
changed. 

Sir  Hanry  Parneil  made  a  short  reply^ 
in  which  he  coutendedi  that  the  discoMon 
of  the  subject  mqst  be  serviceable,  and 
that,  as  a  member  of  parliament,,  it  wiis 
his  bonndeo  duty  to  lay  the  case  of  the 
Catholics  before  the  House.  He  urged 
the  House  to  consent  to  the  committoe, 
and  expressed  bis  conviction  that  bo 
should  be  able  in  that  comrmlitee  to  ex- 
plain his  Resolutions  in  a  way  that  would 
be  thoroughly  satisfactory. 

The  House  divided ; 
For  going  into  a  Committee. ••    147 
Against  it  •• SSg 
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Jmnei  iXi/jr  presented  a  Paiition  from  the 
Calholica  of  the  county  of.Galway,  pray* 
Ing  relief,  and  regretted  that  the  decision 
of  last  night  bad  baen  so  anfaTonrable  to 
the  wishes  of  the  petKionera*  Having 
been  ao  nnforliinate  as  tq  have  beea  shot 
out  of  the  division  last  ni^bl,  he  took  this 
opportunity  of  stating  bis  entire  concur- 
lence  with  the,«Mytion  of  the  hon.  baronet, 
being  lullv  conTinced  that  utiless  we  pot 
Ihe  Catholics  of  this  empire  on  a  footing 
of  equality  with  their  Protestant  fellow 
aubjecta,  we  aboald  want  that  cordiality 
which  waa  ao  neceaaary  to  the  proaperity 
of  the  two  conntriea. 

MoNimBN'T  TO  Sib  Eoward  Pakbn- 
BAM.]  Lord  Cmkreagh  rose  to  reqoeat 
an  hon.  general  to  postpone  bia  motion 
for  the  ercctioo  of  a  roonnraeni  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  air  Ed  wwd  Pakanbaai. 


[MS 

It  baa  been  cottMitnlieated  to  GoTornoitM^ 
that  there  did  axial  prtoedeata  closeljr  ap* 
plicabte  to  thia  case ;  and  provided  thai 
point  ware  aaceruinod,  there  conld  re* 
laaia  bal  one  aentiaMOt  with  respect  to 
the  merita  and  character  of  that  gallant 
officer*  ,  It  Itad  ahready  been  a  sufficiant 
mortification  to  Government  to  appear  m 
any  way  oppoeed  to  tbe  aoggeation  of  tbafc 
hoooarable  tribate ;  bat  their  only  motivn 
bed  been  ao  apprehension  thai  they  might 
be  opening  too  wide  a  door,  aiad  to  ba 
agreeing  in  one  instanco  to  what  their 
poblic  dttty  might  render  them  unable  to 
accede  lo  in  others. 

Goneral  gasacynr  declared,  thai  hia 
only  obiect  had  been  to  do  joatioe  to  the 
diatioguiahed  merita  of  as  gaUas^  aa 
officer  aa  bad  ever  fallen  an  the  aervsce  of 
bb  country.  He  had  no  objeeiion  to 
d^fer  bis  motion,  and  iloohled  not  Ibat  ho 
could  satisfy  the  noble  lord,  that  hia  mo* 
tion  waa  atrictly  justified  by  precdeDU 

Motion  BBaPBcxtNo  THBCoMVBitaATieai 

PAID    BT   TBB   BaBK    VOB   STAKPa.]      Mr. 

QmifiUl  roae  to  move  for  certain  Papera, 
to  elucldade  the  Iranaactiooa  between  the 
public  and  the  Bank  of  £of  land,  with^re- 
apect  to  the  atampa  on  the  bilk  and  nolea 
iasued  by  ibem.  A  compromiae  had,  aa 
waa  well  knoem,  been  entered  into  wkfc 
the  Bank.  The  reason*  and  the  only  rea«^ 
aon,  for  thia  iadolgeoce  granted  to  ih^ 
Bank  of  England,  waa  Ihe  practice  whidt 
they  had  been  tn  for  a  considorablo  thwa 
paat-«a  practice  to  which  he  had  no  ob« 
jectioUi^-of  cancelling  ail  their  billaaiid 
nolea  the  moment  they  were  retumed* 
With  thia  arrangement,  or  any  other 
which  bad  a  tendency  to  promote  the  feir 
profita  of  the  Bank  of  England,  it  waa  not 
hia  intention  to  interfere,  ao  long  aa  their 
4>ro&t8  were  not  all  at  the  ezpenae  of  tbo 
public.  He  wished  to  be  allowed  to  mafco 
one  or  two  observations  on  the  difierent 
agreements  which  had  been  entered  intow 
The  first  agreement  was  made  in  1791, 
and  the  sum  agreed  to  be  paid  aa  a  com* 
position  for  the  doty  on  stamps  waa 
12,0001.  per  annum.  At  that  time,  aa  tfao 
House  were  aware,  the  Bank  paid  in  spe« 
eie,  and  no  notes  under  5L  were  iasued. 
The  whole  amount  of  paper  in  circulatioii, 
m  1701,  waa  between  10  and  1I,000,OOOL 
On  thia  agreement  they  went  on  till  1799. 
During  tbe  interim,  several  addttioos  had 
been  made  to  the  Stamp-duties,  without 
any  addition  having  beep  made  to  tbo 
compromiso  on  that  acoooni*    la  1799| 
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wheo  the  Bank  first  tMoed  \L  notesi  a 
d«lyof2A  for  each  note«  or  2d.  apoond 
was  added.  By  the  Act  of  1799,  39  Geo. 
S,  cap.  107»  it  was  enacted  that  the  com* 
position,  in  coDseqoence  of  the  increased 
duties,  should  be  in  fatore  24,000^  In 
this  4,000/«  was  put  down  for  the  notes  of 
twenty  shillings,  and  8,000/.  for  the  dif- 
ferent duties  enacted  between  1791  and 
1799*  In  1804  an  addition  of  50  per 
cent,  was  imposed  on  the  1/.  notes.  At 
that  time  the  circulation  of  the  Bank  had 
increased  four  millions  and  a  half;  but 
Botwithstanding  this  great  increase  in  the 
circulation,  the  addition  to  the  composi- 
lion  was  not  even  in  proportion  to  the  50 
per  cent,  on  the  1/.  notes,  and  no  notice 
was  taken  of  the  addition  to  the  circula- 
tion in  the  mean  time.  In  1808  another 
great  addition  was  made  to  the  stamps 
on.  bilto  of  exchange  and  notes^  An  ad- 
dition to  the  composition  was  made  in 
proportion  to  the  Stamp-duties,  but  taking 
no  notice  of  the  increased  circulation.  It 
did  appear  that  in  -erdry  agreement  which 
bad. been  entered  into  with  the  Bank  for 
the  last  20  or  30  years^  a  most  undue  ad* 
vantage  was  given  to  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land at  the  expense  of  the  public ;  and 
that  this  composition  in  lieu  of  stamps 
was  only  one  of  many  instances  in  which 
the  public  had  been  injured.  They  had 
BOt  only  in  some  instanccfs  foiled  to  in- 
crease the  composition  in  proportion  to 
the  increase  of  stamp  duties,  but  they  had 
also  paid  no  attention  whatever  to  the 
progressive  increase  in  the  Bank's  circu- 
lation. In  1791  the  circulation  was  from 
10. to  11  millions.  When  the  second  was 
imposed  in  ]79{)  it  was  12  millions— in 
1804  it  was  17  millions— last  year  it  was 
increased  to  the  enormous  amount  of  30 
milKons— and  at  the  period  he  was  speak- 
ing the  average  was  27  millions.  Here« 
they  bad  an  increase  of  from  II  to  27 
millions,  without  any  addition  to  the  com- 
position from  this  increase  in  the  circula- 
tion. He  wished  to  suggest  an  annual 
account,  in  which  should  be  stated  the 
whole  amount  of  the  circulation  in  paper 
of  all  descriptions,  arranged  in  classes, 
according  to  the  different  rates  of  Stamp- 
duties.  The  House  woqjd  then  be  ena- 
bled to  judge  what  the  composition  of  the 
Bank  of  England  ought  to  be,  without  any 
injustice  on  either  party.  The  two  papers 
he  should  therefore  move  for  were—- 1st. 
An  Account  of  the  Bank  of  England  paper 
of  all  descriptions,  arranged  in  classes,  ac- 
cording to  the  different  rates  of  doty  cor- 
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responding  to  them.    The  want  of  such 
accounts  as  that  now  moved  for  had  been 
the  cause  of  a  loss  incu/red  by  the  public, 
and' an  improper  gain  made  by  the  Bank, 
amounting  to  hundreds  of  thousands   of 
pounds  [Hear,  hear! J     He  saw  hie  hon. 
friend,  the  Grovernor  of  the  Bank,  soaile  at 
this  ;-^he  was  ready  to  go  into  the  proof  of 
his  assertion  with  his  hon.  friend,  or  any 
director  or  member  who  might  be  dis- 
posed to  question  its  accuracy.     This  was 
the  result  of  calculations  made  on    the 
papers   now   before  the  House,  and    he 
would  pledge  himself  for  their  accuracy. 
The  duties  on  nine  millions,  which  was 
the  amount  of    U.  notes  in   circulation, 
alone  amounted  to  150,000/.    The  calcu- 
lation   he   had   made  upon  the  subject 
showed,  that  on  the  three  last  years  the 
sum  which  the  Bank  ought  to  have  paid 
as  a  compensation  for  the  non-stamping 
of  their  notes  was  300,000/.,  which,  divided 
by  three,    gave    100,000/.   per   annum. 
What  did  the  Bank  in  fact  pay  ?   only 
42,000/.,    consequently  they  were  clear 
gainers  out  of  the  public  purse  to  the  ex- 
tent of  58,000/.  per  annum.    To  that  waa 
also  to  be  added  the  sum  that  would  ba 
produced  by  the  stamps  upon  notes  above 
20/.  in  value  (for  the  estimate   he  had 
made   above  only    referred  to  those  of 
minor,  amount),  as   well  as  the  farther 
revenue  that  would  be  derived  from  Bank 
post-bills,  which  were  likewise  not  taken 
mto  the  account.    He  should  not  have 
the  least  objection  to  the  Bank  deriving 
this  advantage,  if  the  public  was,  in  any  ^ 
respect  as  'important,  gratuitously  served 
by  the  Bank ;  but  when  he  saw  that  the 
nation  paid  so  exorbitantly  already  for 
the  duties  performed  by  that   establish- 
inent,  he  must  put  it  to  the  Governor  of 
the  Bank  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, whether  they  could  expect  that 
the   oppressed  people    should    make  so 
large  a  sacrifice,  to  swell  still  more  the 
treasures  of  a  wealthy  corporate  body  ? 
He  moved,  therefore,  for  an  Account  of  Uie 
amount  of  Bank-notes  in  circulation  on  the 
1st  and  15th  days  of  each  month,  from  the 
1st  of  June  1814,  to  the  1 5th  of  May  1815 
inclusive,  distinguishing,  the    amooot  of 
notes  under  the  several  classes.  •  Also,  a 
similar  Account  of  the.  amount  of  Bank 
post-bills  in  circulation  on  the  1st  of  July 

1814,  1  st«  of  October  1814,  1st  of  January 

1815,  and  1st  of  April  1815. 
Mr.  McUiih  adverted  to  the  time  that 

would  be  taken,  and  the  trouble  given  in 

I  making  out  the  accounta  required*.  Tho« 


ft29]*      lie  CompewtQiUm paid  fy  the  Bank/or  SiaK^.       Mat  $1,  1815. 
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fdughly  to  iQTeiligiite  the  subject  might 
probably  occupy  a  clerk  for  liz  months. 
He  bad  eadeatoored  to  prevail  on  bis 
boo.  friend  not  to  bring  this  motion  be> 
fore  the  House ;  but  as  be  had  not  been 
able  to  succeed  lb  that,  he  despaired  no«r 
of  inducing  him  to  change  his  determina* 
tion«  and  therefore  would  not  take  up  the 
tioie  of  ihe  House  by  going  into  the  ques« 
tion*  He  regretted  the  course  which  the 
boo.  gentleman  had  thought  it  his  duty  to 
take«  from  a  persuasion  that  he  (Mr. 
Greofell)  understood  the  business  of  the 
Bank  company  better  than  they  under- 
stood it  themselves. 

.  Mr.  Tiern^  said,  that  if  one  clerk  could 
make  out  the  return  in  six  months,  twelve 
clerks  would  be  able  to  prepare  it  in  a 
fortnight*  It  might  cost-  the  Bank  trouble, 
but  it  would  save  the  public  58,000/. 
a  year.  Did  the  Governor  of  the  Bank 
mean  lo  ihrow  himself  on  the  mercy  of 
the  House  not  to  press  a  motion  that 
would  require  time  for  compliance  with  it? 

The  CkanceUar  of  the  Exchequer  did  not 
mean  to  oppose  tbe  present  motion,  but 
desired  to  guard  against  its  being  sup* 
posed  that  he  would  feel  it  his  duty,  in 
bis  official  sitoationy  to  grant  further  pa- 
pers on  the  same  subjecu  He  could  not 
agree  with  his  bon.  friend  in  tbe  view 
which  he  had  taken  of  it. 

Mr.  MeUitk,  though  he  disapproved  of 
tbe  motion,  did  not  mean  to  divide  the 
House  on  it. 

Mr.  Pommmby  thought  the  public  ought 
to  be  protected  by  Parliament  as  well  as 
tbe  Bank,  and  was  of  opinioni  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  would  have 
dpne  well  not  to  be  so  much  on  the  alert 
in  announcing  to  them  that  be  should  not 
be  disposed  to  give  further  information. 
Before  he  endeavoured  to  guard  himself 
in  this  respect,  he  might  have  waited  till 
the  papers  now  called  for  had  been  pro- 
duced. 

The  ChmnceUor  cf  the  Exchequer  bad  only 
wished  it  should  be  understood  that  he 
disagreed  with  his  bon.  friend  (Mr.  Gren- 
fell)  on  this  subject,  though  be  did  not 
appose  the  present  motion.  He  did  not 
consider  the  Bank  ought  to  pay  more 
than  it  bad  done  up  to  the  present  time. 

Mr,  GraifeU  did  not  pretend  to  under- 
stand the  business  of  the  Bank  so  well  as 
Its  governor ;  but  be  n^oved  for  the  papers 
now  under  consideration,  that  be  might 
better  comprehend  the  nature  of  the  deal- 
ings between  the  Bailk  and  the  Govern- 
ment.   The  House  ought  jaot  to  b^  kept 

(VOL,  XXXI.) 


in  ignorance  upon  the  subject.  What  had 
fallen  from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche« 
quer  was  rather  alarming,  namely,  that 
be  would  act  upon  no  other  principle  to* 
wards  this  body  than  that  which  had 
hitherto  guided  his  dealings.  Another 
mode  of  composition  ought  to  be  adopted^ 
especially  at  a  moment  when  the  Stamp- 
duties  were  to  be  augmented  50  per  cent. 
Should  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
on  any  future  occasion,  bring  forward 
arrangements  upon  the  old  system,  he 
should  feel  it  his  duty  to  take  tbe  sense  of 
the  House  upon  them  on  every  occasion 
that  was  afforded. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the  mo« 
tions  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Gre^ell  then  moved,  **  That  this 
House  will,  upon  Wednesday  next,  resolve 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  tbe  whole . 
House,  to  take  into  consideration  the  rate 
of  composition  paid  by  the  Bank  of  £ng« 
land  to  the  public  in  lieu  of  Stamp«dutiei 
on  their  Baok-nptes  and  post- bills.'' 

The  Chancellor  of  the  £ccAtf^uer  said,  thai 
if  the  hon.  gentleman  meant  to  give  no* 
tice  of  a  motion  on  the  subject,  when  the 
day  arrived,  he  should  have  no  objectioa 
to  the  question  being  entertained ;  but  if 
he  intended  now  to  press  the  motion,  he 
would  oppose  it  on  this  simple  ground* 
that  it  was  much  too  important  thus  to  be 
brought  before  the  House  without  a  notice 
being  previously  given. 

Mr.  Tiemey  thoughr,  unless  tbe  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  some  doubta 
on  his  mind  as  to  the  course  which  it 
might  be  proper  to  pursue,  there  could  be 
no  good  reason  for  delay.  His  hon. 
friend  was  anxious  to  lose  no  tiiAe  ii| 
brioging  under  tbe  consideration  of  the 
House  what  appeared  to  him  a  case  of 
monstrous  injustice;  inasmuch  as  while 
ministers  were  imposing  new  taxes  upon 
others,  the  Bank  was  exempted  from  the 
imposts  to  which  it  was  justly  liable. 

Mr.  R.  Ward  said,  that  as  no  previous 
notice  had  been  given  of  e ,  motion  so 
very  important,  he  should  certainly  op* 
pose  it. 

The  Chancelhr  qf  the  Exchequer  did  not 
think  it  just  in  the  House  to  revise  a  bar* 
gain  concluded  between  tbe  Government 
and  the  Bank. 

Mr.  Homer  was  much  surprised  at  the 
opinion  expressed  by  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer;  for  when  the  right  hon* 
gentleman  came  to  the  House  to  require 
an  increase  on  the  Stamp-duties,  if,  at  the 
same  time,  tbe  composition  witb  (be  Baa)^ 
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were'inrreased*  it  could  not  be  esteemed  a 
revJMil  of  the  bargain,  but  a  new  compo- 
tition,  proportioned  to  the  increase  of  the 
Stamp-duties. 

Mr,  Baring  said,  that  the  Bank  never 
would  refuse  to  pay  what  the  Legislature 
might  deem  just  and  expedient ;  but  he 
hoped  when  the  question  came  to  be  con- 
sidered, that  it  would  be  entered  upon 
with  a  better  temper,  and  a  more  conci- 
liating spirit  than  the  frequent  attacks 
made  on  it  by  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Gren- 
fell)  would  seem  to  indicate.  The  House 
was  then  called  upon  to  bind  itself  to  an 
examination  of  the  composition,  without 
having,  as  was  acknowledged  by  the  hon. 
member,  any  information  on  which  they 
could  forth  a  correct  decision. 

Mr.  Gret^feH  was  anxious  that  all  the 
information  should  be  laid  before  the 
Douse,  that  it  might  be  satisfied  as  to  the 
correctness  or  incorrectness  of  the  prin« 
ciple  of  the  agreement  with  the  Bank  of 
England.  In  bis  opinion,  under  the  new 
Stamp-duties  it  ought  to  pay  three  times 
the  sum  it  now  gave  as  a  composition  for 
stamps.  The  correct  principle  was  this-* 
that  the  Bank  of  England  should  pay,  as 
a  composition,  as  much  as  the  sum  it 
would  pay  for  stamps  amounted  to,  were 
they  required  to  be  affixed  to  their  notes. 
The  ^um  now  paid  was  58,000/.  short  of 
what  it  ought  ta  be ;  and  he  had  been 
long  convinced  that  most  undue  advan- 
tages were  given  to  the  Bank  in  the  bar- 
gains made  by  the  minister.  For  this 
reason  he  bad  so  often  troubled  the  House 
upon  this  question. 

Mr.  Forbes  said,  that  country  bankers 
complained  that  they  paid  Qd*,  where  the 
Bank  of  England  only  paid  one  farthing. 

The  gallery  was  then  cleared,  and  a 
division  took  place  :  For  the  motion,  43  : 
Against  it,  65  :  Majority,  20. 

Motion  rbspbcting  thb  Application 
of  ^.100,000  grantbd  for  thb  outfit 
OF  THB  pRiNCB  Regent.]  Lord  AUfwrpe 
felt  that|  in  rising  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  motion  he  was  about  to 
make,  he  ought  to  intreat  their  pardon  for 
having  undertaken  a  question  of  such 
weighty  importance.  He  had  hoped  that 
il  would  have  been  undertaken  by  some 
person  of  talents  fnora  commanding  than 
he  could  boast;  but  thinking  it  a  case 
which  could  not  be  neglected,  he  trusted 
that  the  House  would  meet  his  exertions 
with  indulgence.  He  felt  how  aoequal  he 
was  to  the  Usk ;  but  the  question  lay  in  fo 


small  a  compass,  and  was  in  its  nature  bo 
plain  and  so  distinct,  that  he  thought  it  im- 
possible he  could  express  himself  so  ill  as 
not  to  make  it  intelligible  to  the  House. 
The  motion  he  intended  to  make  was,  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  mode  in  which  the  100,000/.  granted 
by  the  House  to  the  Prince  Regent  for 
the  equipment  of  his  Royal  Highness,  on 
assuming  the  Regency,  was  disposed  of. 
He  fancied  that  he  should  establish  a  saf^ 
ficient  ground  for  acceding  to  this  propo* 
sal,  if  he  could  show  a  well-founded  cause 
for  suspecting  that  an  act  of  parliament 
had  been  violated,  and  that,  too,  in  a  case 
of  money,  on  which  that  House  always 
entertained  a  just  and  connitutional  jea- 
lousy.    When  his  Royal  Highness  took 
the  Regency  under  certain  restrictions,  it 
was  said  that  he  did  not  wish  to  accept  of 
any  money  for  an  outfit  \  but  in  the  fol- 
lowing year,  on  the  expiration  of  those 
restrictions,  ministers  came  down  to  the 
House,  requiring  100,000/.  for  that  pur- 
pose.    General   resolutions  were  at  first 
proposed,    and  afterwards,  in  the  com- 
mittee of  supply,  others  were  agreed  to  of 
a  more  particular  nature.    An  act  of  par-> 
liament  was  then  passed,  assigning  that 
sum  for  an  espeeial  purpose ;  and  his  ob- 
ject would  be  attained  by  showing  that 
the  monipy  was  applied  in  a  manner  es^ 
sentially  di£Ferent  from  the  spirit  of  the 
Act.     The  noble  lord  then  proceeded  to 
argue,  that  an  improper  use  had  been 
made  of  the  grant.    He  meant  not  to  press 
on  the  House  the  observations  which  had 
been  made,  when  this  grant  was  originally 
voted.     But  if  nothing  was  said  tn  the 
course  of  the  debates  on  the  subject,  in 
the  smallest  degree  recogniaing  a  right  to 
appropriate  this  money  to  any  other  pur- 
pose than  that  for  which  it  wtis  specially 
voted,   he  certainly  should  place  some 
reliance, on  this  negative  evidence,  in  fa- 
vour of  its  being  appropriated  in  a  parti- 
cular manner.     Nothing  appeared  in  the 
different  discussions,  which  could  for  a 
moment  authorise  the  grant  being  applied 
to  any  other  expenses  than  those  inciden- 
tal to  the  outfit  of  the  Prince  Regent* 
How,  then,  was  the  money  laid  oih  ?    By 
a  paper  recently  laid  befbre  the  House  by 
the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  £x« 
chequer,  it  appeared,  that  part  of  the  slim 
voted  by  the  House,  for  the  mere  purpose 
of  outfit,  had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  commissioners  for  the  liquidation  of 
bis  Royal  Highness's  debts,  and  that  by 
th^m  it  lutfi  b««o  appropriated  to  the  dii* 
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charge  of  toch  bttrtheos  as  they  deemed 
it  proper  lo  remove.    Could  any  person^ 
looking  at  thia  fact,  deny  that  the  act  of 
parliament  had  been  violated  ?     It  wa« 
•aid  in  answer  to  this  that  the  money 
having  been  paid,  and  a  receipt  given  for 
it.  Parliament  bad  nothing  farther  lo  do 
with  it— ^hey  had  no  right  to  inquire  into 
its  appropriation.  But  he  denied  this  prin* 
ciple.  I^e  con(ended«  that  when  the  Legis* 
latore  voted  money  for  a  specific  purpose^ 
they  ought  to  be  well  assured  that  their 
intentions  were  complied  with.    The  reso- 
lutions of  the  committee  stated,  **  That  a 
•um  not  exceeding  100,000'.  should  be 
granted  to  bis  royal  bighnets  the  Prince 
Begenty  to  defray  the  expenses  attendant 
on  his  assumption  of  the  regal  authority;'' 
and,  however  that  resolution  might  be 
quoted  as  admitting  of  such  an  appropria- 
tion of  the  sum  graiited,  as  was  understood 
to  have  taken  place,  he  could  not  see  how 
it  explained  avvay*  or  trenched  upon,  the 
words  of  the  act  of  parliaoieiit.     He  con- 
sidered the  resolutions  (an  act  of  parliit- 
ment  having  been  subsequently  passed  on 
the  subject)  as  nothing  more,  in  point  of 
law,  than  the  debates  which  had  taken 
place  on  the  question.      To   place  the 
matter  in  a  clearer   point  of  view,   he 
would  put  it  thus :— ^Suppose  a  father  al- 
lowed bis  son  a  sum  of  money,  for  a  cer- 
tain purpose,  and  that  he  employed  it  in 
liquidating  debts,    of   which  the  donor 
knew  nothing,  would  that  be  considered 
a  fair  appropriation  of  the   gift?     The 
letter  connected  with  this  subject,  which 
|he  right  hon.  gentleman  had,  on  a  former 
evening,  laid  on  the  table,  was  dated  (and 
the  circumstance  was  worth  observing)  on 
the  20th  of  May.    The  answer,  from  Mr. 
Gray,  was  of  the  same  date.*    Now,  he 

•  Copy  of  a  Letter,  dated  20tb  May  1815, 
from  the  right  hon.  Nicholas  Vansit- 
tart.  Chancellor  of  bis  Majesty's  £jc- 
chequer,  to  Robert  Gray,  esq.  Secre- 
tary to  the  Prince  of  Wales's  Commis- 
sioners. 

Downii^'Sireei,  20M  May,  1815. 
'<  Sir;  Having  received  the  commands 
^f  his  royal  -highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
to  lay  before  the  House  of  Commons  an 
explanation  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
inin  of  oqe  hundred  thousand  pounds, 
granted  to  bi>  Royal  Highness  by  the  Act 
of  the  52d  Geo.  S,  cap.  7,  has  been  ap- 
plied ;  I  request  you  to  furnish  me  with 
fucb  informatiofi  as  it  may  be  necessary 
lo  hj  before  Mie  Honte  of  Commiotni  ac- 


(lord  Althorpe)  had  given  notice  of  t|ie  pre- 
sent motion  on  the  1 8th  of  May,  and  there* 
fore  it  would  appear,  that  both  the  applica* 
tion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  and  the 
answer  of  Mr.  Gray,  were  the  result  of  that 
notice.  Mr.  Gray,  in  his  letter,  stated,  that 
the  sum  of  100,000/.  granted  to  his  Royal 
Highness,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
commissioners  appointed,  in  1812,  for  the 
payment  of  his  Royal  Highness's  debts ; 
for  the  discharge  of  which,  certain  funds 
were  made  over  to  them ;  and,  amongst 
the  rest,  this  sum  of  100,000/.  Witb 
these  sums,  it  was  directed,  that  all  debts 
contracted  up  to  the  18th  of  February 
1812,  should  be  paid.  Of  course,  this 
must  include  every  claim  which  had  ori- 
ginated since  the  year  1793,  at  which 
time  all  the  debts  of  the  Prince  of  Wales 
were  paid  by  Parliament.  lu  the  next 
paragraph  of  the  letter  Mr.  Gray  ob* 
served,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  debts 
to  which  this  sum  was  appropriated,  were 
contracted  in  the  year  of  restricted  Re- 
gency— and  this,  alone,  he  (lord  Althorpe) 
considered  sufficient  to  call  for  parliamen* 
tary  inquiry.  The  noble  lord  opposite 
(Castlereagh)  had,  on  a  former  night, 
stated,  that  this  sum  of  100,000/.  was  not 
to  be  added  to  what  had  been  granted  for 
furniture,  but  ought,  in  fact,  to  be  de- 
ducted from  it— but  this  was  directly  con* 
trary  to  what  Mr.  Gray  set  forth  in  his 
letter,  if  he  rightly  understood  what  that 
gentleman  had  written.  He  did  not  know 
whether  he  had  proved,  technically,  that 
the  sum  of  100,000/.  voted  by  Parliament, 
bad  been  misapplied,  in  this  instance  ;  but 
be  thought  be  had  proved,  to  the  common 
sense  of  the  House,  that  the  Act  of  Parlia* 
ment  had  been  violated.  He  really  be- 
lieved, that,  when  the  vote  of  100,000/. 

cordingly.      I  have  the  honour  to  be« 
Sir,  &c.  N.  VANSirrAiT." 

Copy  of  a  Letter,  dated  20th  May  ]815« 
from  Robert  Gray,  esq.  to  the  right 
hon.  Nicholas  Vansittart;  respecting 
the  manner  in  which  the  sum  of 
100,000/.,  granted  to  his  royal  high- 
ness the  Prince  Regent,  by  the  Act  of 
the  52d  Geo,  S,  cap.  7»  has  been 
applied. 

<'  Somenei'Ptace,  20th  May,  1815. 
««  Sir ;  In  reply  to  your  letter,  signify- 
ing that  you  have  received  the  commands 
of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
to  lay  before  the  House  of  Commons  an 
explanation  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
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was  applied  for,  it  was  intended  to  be 
appropriated  to  a  different  purpose  from 
that  to  which  it  appeared  to  have  been 
directed.  For,  he  was  convinced,  that 
any  person  who  looked  to  the  debates 
of  the  time,  woald  at  once  see,  that,  if 
the  amount  of  the  debts  of  his  Royal 
Highness  had  then  been  laid  before  the 
House,  provision  would  have  been  imme- 
diately made  for  their  liquidation.  This 
would  have  been  the  wisest  and  the  most 
constitutional  mode.  Instead  of  which, 
ministers  came  down,  and,  having  called 
for  a  grant  of  money,  permitted  it  to  be 
laid  out  in  a  manner  utterly  at  variance 
with  its  original  destination.  His  lordship 
concluded  by  moving,  **  That  a  com* 
mittee  be  apporated  to  inquire  into  the 
application  of  the  sum  of  100,000/.  granted 
to  bis  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
by  an  Act  of  52  Geo.  3,  c.  7,  for  defray- 

•um  of  100,000/.  granted  to  bis  Royal 
Highness  by  the  Act  of  52  Geo.  S,  cap. 
7,  has  been  applied  ;  and  desiring  to  be 
furnished  with  such  information  as  it  may 
be  necessary  to  lay  before  the  House  of 
Commons  accordingly ;  I  have  the  ho* 
nonr  to  state,  that  the  commissioners  ap* 
pointed  by  his  Royal  Highness,  under  his 

?rivy  seal  as  Prince  of  Wales,  dated  1 1th 
ebruary  1812,  were  authorized  to  ascer- 
tain and  settle  all  claims  and  demands 
upon  his  Royal  Highness  to  the  ]  8th  day 
of  the  same  month ;  for  discharging  which, 
there  were  certain  funds  made  over  to 
them,  and  amongst  others,  the  before* 
IDeBtjoned  sum  of  100,000/.;  but  the 
commissiohers  were  not  instructed  to  ob- 
serve any  particular  course  in  apportioning 
that  iom  amongst  the  creditors,  nor  was  ii 
ever  intimated  to  them  by  the  then  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  nor  by  any  other 
person,  that  a  separate  account  was  to  be 
kept  thereof,  or  of  the  expenses  specially 
incident  to  bis  Royal .  Highnesses  assump- 
tion of  the  personal  exercise  of  the  royal 
BQthorit3^ 

"  The  general  amount  of  the  claims 
outstanding  on  the  18th  day  of  February 
1812,  comprised  not  only  the  greater 
portion  of  the  expenses  that  ^ad  arisen 
during  the  past  year  of  restricted  Re- 
gency, but  also  a  variety  of  debts  previ- 
ously incurred  for  articles  actually  used 
or  consumed  in  that  same  year,  and  which 
must  then  have  been  provided,  if  they 
bad  not  been  already  in  nae,  or  in  store  ; 
yet  the  difficulty,  and  in  most  instances 
ihc  impracticability  of  determining  what 


ing  the  expenses  incident  to  the  assump- 
tion of  the  royal  authority,  and  that  tb«y 
have  power  to  send  for  persons;  papers, 
and  records.'' 

Lord  Castkreagh  began  by  explaining 
why  the  letter  of  Mr.  Gray  bore  date  the 
20th  of  May,  because  at  that  time  it  had 
first  been  thought  proper  to  embody  the 
information  (which  had  been  before  con- 
tained in  a  memorandum]  in  soch  a  shape 
that  it  might  with  propriety  be  laid  be- 
fore the  House.  He  begged  the  House  not 
to  be  misled  by  that  favour  which  it 
usually  extended  to  a  motion  for  inquiry, 
to  pass  a  direct  censure  on  the  advisers  of 
the  Crown,  because,  unless  a  prestimptive 
proof  of  a  breach  of  the  law  was  made 
out,  the  appointment  of  the  committee 
would  be  unwarrantable.  The  breach  of 
law,  if  it  could  be  made  out,  would  be 
even    criminal ;    but  before    the    House 

was  to  be  deemed  applicable  io  bis  Royal 
Highnesses  use  as  Regent,  and  what  as 
Prince  of  Wales,  is  sufficiently  obvions ; 
and  indeed  it  never  occurred  to  the  com- 
missioners to  attempt  any  separation  of 
the  accounts  for  that  purpose. 

*^  It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  the  com- 
missioners are  not  empowered  or  authorized 
to  discharge  any  claims,  other  than  those 
made  up  to  the  1 8th  day  of  February  1812; 
and  that  the  claims  then  made  up  in- 
cluded all  for  which  his  Royal  Highness 
was  in  any  way  answerable.  I  am,  with 
great  respect.  Sir,  fic. 

"  Robert  Gbat, 
"  Secretary  to  tbe  Prince  of  Wales's 
Commissioners/'  ^ 

Copy  of  another   Letter    from    Robert 

Gray,  esq. 

^  In  answer  to  tbe  farther  inquiry 
made  respecting  the  application  of  the 
sum  of  100,000/.  granted  to  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent  by  the  Act  of 
52  Geo.  5,  cap.  7,  it  is  to  be  observed, 
that  the  Prince*s  commissioners  made  an 
early  distribution,  to  the  amount  of 
97,962/.  Os.  lOd.  amongst  upwards  of 
390  claimanu ;  and  that,  according  to 
such  an  investigation,  as  there  has  been 
time  for  making  in  that  particular,  tbe 
payments  under  that  distribntion  appear 
to  have  covered  debts,  incurred  within 
the  year  of  the  restricted  Regency,  to  tbe 
amount  of  nearly  80,000/. 

«*  Robert  Gray, 
Samenei'Placeg    SecreUry  to  the  Prince'i 
26  iftfoy  1815*  CoQmiinonefa.'^ 
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came  to  inch  a  conclasion,  he  should  beg 
leave  tp  make  a  few  observations  on  the 
general  circuaMtances  under  which  these 
.questions  were  brought  forward,  and  the 
unfair  advantage  which  was  usually  taken 
by  throwing  a  general  odium  upon  the 
administration  of  this  branch  of  the  pubh'c 
service.  He  should  therefore  attempt  to 
ahow^  bv  an  account  of  the  revenues 
which  the  civil  list  now  enjoyed,  and 
those  which  had  been  transferred  to  Par- 
liament, tbal4he  public  had  not  only  sus- 
tained no  loss,  but  received  a  material 
boon  and  benefit  from  the  manner  in 
which  the  Civil-list  revenue  had  been  set- 
tled during  the  present  reign.  A  bargain 
had  been  made  at  the  commencement  of 
the  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  by  which 
the  duties  and  revenues  which  George  2 
had  received,  and  which  would  have  been 
continued  to  his  present  Majesty  if  he  had 
preferred  that  course,  were  exchanged  for 
a  certain  revenue.  By  this  arrangement 
the  Crown  lost  a  revenue  which  might  in- 
crease according  to  the  general  scale  of 
expenditure  in  the  country  for  a  money 
rent.  He  should  state  what  the  amount 
of  both  their  revenues  had  actually  been  : 
what  he  should  slate  would  be  nothing 
more  than  had  been  laid  before  the  com- 
mittee in  papers,  the  result  of  which  would 
be  shortly  before  the  House. 

Mr.  T«enuy  rose  to  order,  and  objected 
to  the  selection  by  the  noble  lord  from  a 

Siper  which  had  not  been  granted  to  the 
ouse.  The  papers  in  question  had  been 
laid  before  the  House  for  the  purpose  of 
being  conveyed  to  a  committee  up  stairs, 
and  his  motion  for  the  printing  of  them 
had  been  rejected.  The  noble  lord  had 
therefore  no  right  to  make  a  selection 
from  that  which  was  denied  to  the  House, 
and  of  which  no  member  could  judge. 

Lord  CtMlereagk  observed,  that  if  he 
was  restricted  from  bringing  forward  any 
new  information,  the  line  of  debate  would 
be  very  much  curtailed,  as  he  should  be 
confined  to  mere  matter  of  historical  in- 
formation. 

^  Mr.  Tieniey  said,  the  noble  lord  might 

five  any  historical  information  he  chose ; 
ot  he  submitted  to  the  Chair,  whether 
any  member  was  at  liberty  to  make  use 
of  that  information  for  a  parliamentary 
purpose,  which  the  House  bad  refused 
Itself  by  its  vote. 

^  The  Speaker  said,  he  knew  of  no  tech- 
nical rule  to  prevent  a  member  from 
inaking  use  of  any  information  which  he 
iaight  possess  ;  but  the  source  from  which 


it  was  derived,  or  the  probability  of  its 
correctness  or  incorrectness,  was  always 
open  to  animadversion. 

Mr.  Whitbread  observed,  that  in  the  pre* 
sent  case  there  was  a  vote  of  fhe  House  on 
the  subject,  by  which  it  had  refused  that 
the  specific  paper  which  the  noble  lord 
was  about  to  read  should  be  printed, ^  and 
put  within  the  reach  of  every  member  of 
the  House.  Whether  the  noble  lord  was 
or  was  not  a  member  of  the  committee  on 
the  Civil-list,  he  could  not  with  pro* 
priety  make  use  of  papers  which  were  un* 
known  to  the  rest  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Baihunt  was  surprised  that  tba 
conduct  of  his  noble  friend  should  be  con- 
sidered out  of  order,  as  there  cotld  be  no 
practice  more  universal  than  that  the  mi« 
nisters  of  the  Crown  should  give  state- 
ments from  documents  not  known  to  tha 
House  in  general.  The'Chancellor  of  tha 
Exchequer,  for  instance,  was  continulilly 
in  the  habit  of  reading  papers  respecting 
the  state  of  the  revenue  which  were  not 
before  the  House. 

Mr^  Homer  thought  the  conduct  of  the 
noble  lord,  in  reading  the  paper  in  ques- 
tion, destroyed  that  equality  which  gave 
the  freedom  of  debate,  and  which  was  the 
foundation  of  all  the  rules  of  order.  It 
was  known  to  every  one  that  a  paper  of 
accounts  would,  with  very  little  ingenuity^ 
present  very  different  views  to  different 
minds ;  and  it  was  an  evident  contravene 
tion  of  the  rules  of  order,  that  those 
papers,  which  had  been  refused  by  two 
votes,  to  the  members  of  the  House,  should 
be  partially  read  by  any  particular  mem* 
ber  who  might  get  possession  of  them. 

Lord  Ceeiiereagh  said,  that  he  should 
not  read  any  thing,  the  results  of  which 
would  not  be  confirmed  by  the  committee. 
He  did  not  conceive  that  he  was  restricted 
in  his  statements  to  information  which 
was  in  the  possession  of  the  House,  be* 
cause  he  might  save  his  time,  if  he  could 
state  nothing  but  that  which  the  House 
knew  before. 

Mr.  Whitbread  wished  to  know,  whether 
the  paper  the  noble  lord  was  about  to 
refer  to,  was  one  of  those  which  had  been 

g laced  on  the  table,  for  the  purpose  of 
eing  referred  to  the  Civil-list  committee* 
and  which,  therefore,  was  not  before  the 
House  r  If  this  were  the  case,  he  objected 
to  any  quotation  firom  it. 

Lord  Casilereagk  said,  it  did  not,  in  the 
least  degree,  vary  the  matter,  whether 
from  a  paper,  or  from  his  memory,  he 
stated  facts  essential  to  the  argument  he 
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hould  submit  to  the  Hoose.  His  right, 
as  a  minister  of  the  Crown,  permitted  oim 
to  quote  those  documents  which  came  into 
his  hands.  He  would,  however,  give  an 
answer  to  the  hon.  gentleman,  that  would 
enable  him  to  sit  down  quietly — the  do- 
cument he  alluded  to  was  not  one  of  those 
to  which  the  observations  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman pointed. 

Mr.  Whubrcad  observed,  that  if  the  do- 
cument was  one  of  those  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  he  should  propose  a  vote  to  the 
House,  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  noble 
lord's  making  use  of  it. 

Lord  Castlereagh, — It  is  not  the  paper. 

Mr.  Wiitbread.^lioi  the  paper !  Is  it 
any  one  of  the  papers  which  have  been 
refused  to  the  House  generally  ? 

Lord  Castlereagh  said,  that  the  gentle- 
men on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House 
seemed  afraid  of  that  information  for 
which  they  were  generally  so  anxious 
9nd  to  dread  the  effects  of  h'ee  discussion. 
He  should  state,  .that  during  the  whole  of 
the  present  reign  the  ordinary  and  extra- 
ordinary revenue  of  the  Civil-list  had 
been  51,623.564/.  The  hereditary  re- 
venue of  the  Crown,  together  with  those 
duties  which  in  the  time  of  Georee  2  had 
constituted  the  revenue  of  the  Civil-list, 
and  which  would  ha?e  been  given  without 
hesitation  to  his  present  Majesty  in  lieu  of 
A  fixed  Civil-list  income,  had  amounted 
in  the  same  time  to  67>494',368/.,  which  ex- 
ceeded the  sum  which  he  had  before  men- 
tioned by  15,860,804'/.  The  noble  lord 
further  stated,  that  the  debts  which  had 
accrued  upon  the  Civil-list  since  his  Ma- 
jesty's accession  to  the  throne,  amounted 
on  the  whole  to  3»200,000/.  of  which  the 
Crown  discharged  1,922,000/.  out  of  the 
idroits  of  Admiralty,  and  other  resources 
belonging  to  the  Crown,  in  the  West 
Indies.  Therefore  Parliament  had  been 
galled  upon  to  pay  only  1,278,000/.  Thus 
it  appeared  that  the  expense  borne  by  the 
public,  on  the  score  of  the  Civil-list,  had 
been  extremely  exaggerated,  and  hence  a 
rery  unjust  impression  had  gone  abroad  ; 
the  more'  so  because  if  the  Crown  had 
continued  to  retain  its  hereditary  revenues, 
as  in  former  reigns,  instead  of  entering 
into  the  new  arranj^ement  concluded  upon 
the  accession  of  his  present  Majesty,  it 
^ould  be  at  present  in  possession  of  a 
Surplus  of  no  less  than  ten  millions,  after 
liquidating  all  iu  debts.  Hence  it  was 
clear,  that  the  arrangement  alluded  to 
formed  an  advantageous  bargain  for  the 
public,  whik  it  w^s  disadvantageous  t^ 
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the  Crown,  inasmuch  as  the  produce  of 
the  hereditary  revenue  had  gone  on  pro- 
gressively increasing  with  the  prosperity 
of  the  country,  while  the  revenue  of  the 
Civil-list  was  fixed.— With  regard  to  the 
application  of  the  sum  referred  to  in  the 
motion  upon  the  Regent's  assumption  of 
the  unrestricted  regency,  he  waa  surprised 
at  the  perpetual  occurrence  of  the  word 
'  outfit  in  the  speech  of  tiie  noble  mover» 
and  of  others  who  had  heretofore  adverted 
to  this  subject.    For  no  such  word  was  tp 
be  found  in  the  Act  to  which  the  noble 
mover  referred,  nor  bad  any  aiacb  word 
been  used  by  t|iose  with  whom  the  Act 
originated.    He  believed,  indeed,  that  this 
word  was  first  brought  forward  and  ap- 
plied to  this  question  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman   on    the    opposite   aide    (Mr. 
Tierney}.      The    right    hon.    gentleman 
must,  however,  in  the  use  of  the  word 
'  outfit'  on  this  occasion,  have  rather  look- 
ed for  the  authority  of  applying  it  to  the 
reports  of  the   debates  contained  in  the 
public  journals,  than  to  the  registers  of 
Parliament;   for  there  certainly  was  not 
any  parliamentary  record  to  warrant  the 
application;     When    the    proposition  of 
this  100^000/.    was   under  discussion,  it 
would   be  recollected  that  it  was  never 
stated  to  be  meant  as  an  outfit ; — that  no 
such  meaning  was  attached  to  it  by  the 
gentlemen  opposite,  whose  only  objection 
to  the  grant  was,  that  it  was  not  accom- 
panied by  any  estimate.    There  was  in* 
deed  on  that  occasion  no  question  what* 
ever  whether  this  sum  was  to  be  applied 
to  the  antecedent  or  subsequent  expenses 
of  the  Regent;  although  it  had  lately  be* 
come  the  fashion  to  insist  that  this  sum 
was  solely  designed  for  the  purposes  of  an 
outfit.     There  was  no  reason  whatever  to 
suppose  that  this  sum  had  not  been  ap-* 
plied  as  it  was  intended,  to  defray  the 
expenses  incident  to  the  Riegent's  aasump* 
tion  of  the  royal  authority.     The  House 
must  be  aware,  that  before  the  Prince  of 
Wales    had  become  Regent,  his   Royal 
Highness  had  placed  his  family  upon  ^ 
very   economic  and    restricted  establish- 
ment, with  a  view  to  provide  for  the  li- 
quidation of  his  debts,  and  to  prevent  any 
new  debts  from  being  incvrfed.     But  on 
his  Royal  Highnesses  assumption  of  tb^ 
Regency,  he  was  obliged  to  extend  bis 
expenses  in  the  purchase  of  carriages  and 
horses,  together  with  other  articles  nepes- 
•ary  to  maintain  the  proper  dignity  of  bis 
station.     It  would  also  be  recollected,  that 
hii   |toyal  Highness   had  given  a  verf 
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splendid  Rte  at  Carlton-house,  of  which 
the  Tight  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Tierney) 
was  competent  to  judge,  as  he  had  been 
present  on  that  occasion.    The  expense 
of  this  fHie  amoanted,  he  was  assured,  to 
no  Fess  than  12,000/.;   and  being  led  to 
think  that  this  expanse  was  defrayed  out 
of  the  Royal  Household,  he  had  made  in* 
quiry  upon  the  subject,  but  fourid  that  his 
Koyal  Highness  had  derived  no  aid  what- 
ever from  that  quarter.     As  to  the  letter 
of  the  Regent's  officer  (Mr.  Gray),  which 
bad  been  so  much   animadverted  upon, 
the  writer  merely  stated  the  difficulty  of 
distinguishing    what    proportion    of   the 
100,0001.  was  applied  prospectively,  and 
what    to  discharge    the  debts  of  former 
years.    Reverting  t»  the  sum  nnder  con- 
sideration, the  noble  lord  itiaintained  that 
there  was  nothing   in   the  letter  or  the 
spirit  of  the  Act    onder    which    it    was 
granted,    prescribing  the  dipplication    to 
prospective  purposes  alone.     But,  in  con- 
aidering  the  subject,  it  vras  but  just  to  take 
into  view,  that  the  expenses  of  the  Ke- 
gent  were  most  materially  diminished  by 
the  property  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  which 
had  been  transferred  to  his  use.    Sure  he 
was,  that  the  obloquy  which  had    gone 
forth  on  this  subject  would  never  have 
existed  if  this  distinction  had  been  duly 
considered  ;— if  the  establishments  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  and  the  Regent  had  been 
separately  viewed,  as  they  ought,  in  order 
to  appreciate  the  reduced  expenditure  of 
the  latter,  through  the  property  derived 
from  the  former.     He  (lord  C.)  had  no 
doubt  whatever  that  if  the  noble  mover 
had  insisted,  that  instead  of  this  transfer 
of  property,  the  Prince  of  Wales  should 
have  alienated  all  his  property  for  the  sa- 
tisfaction of  his  debts,  he  (lord  A.)  would 
have  made  a  very  improvident  bargain 
for  the  public.  '  For  instance,  who  could 
deny  that  if  his  Royal  Highness,  upon  his 
assumption  of  the  KegeOcy,  were  to  have 
all  his  equipments  provided  at  the  public 
expense,  that  instead  of  100,000/.,  2  or 
300«000/.  would  not  have  been  necessary 
ev^n  for  carriages  and  horses.  [A  laugh, 
and    hear!]     He    could  not  pretend  to 
state  the  precise  sum  necessai'y  for  such 
purposes.    But  he  was  persuaded  that  the 
arrangement  adopted  by  his  Royal  High- 
ness was,  under  every  consideration,  much 
more  advantageous  for  the  public,  as  well 
as  more  congenial  to  the  liberality  of  his 
Koyal    Highnesses   own    feelings.      His 
Royal  Highness  desired  that  all  his  pro- 
{Terty  as  Prince  of  Wales  should  be  car- 


ried forward  for  the  use  of  the  Regent,  in 
order  to  save  the  public  from  any  new 
burthens.  As  to  the  precise  applicatioii 
of  the  100,000/.  under  discussion,  he  bad 
endeavoured  to  obtain  all  the  information 
in  his  power,  and  he  had  found  that  his 
Royal  Highness  had  ordered  that  his  debts 
should  be  made  up  to  the  16th  of  Fe- 
bruary 1812,  in  order  that  those  debts,  for 
the  liquidation  of  which  a  previous  provi- 
sion h^d  been  made,  should  not  be  con- 
founded with  such  as  might  be  subse- 
quently incurred.  When  upon  receiving 
the  sum  of  100,000/.,  97.000/.  wero 
promptly  applied  to  t'he  discharge  of  se- 
veral difierent  claims,  80,000i.  of  which 
indeed  had  been  actually  incurred  within 
the  year  in  which  his  Royal  High- 
ness had  acted  as  restricted  Regent ;  the 
House  would  see  that  the  application 
of  this  sum  was  such  as  could  not  be 
found  fault  with.  Among  the  articles  of 
property  belonging  to  the  Prince  of 
Wales  which  had  been  transferred  to  the 
Regent,  the  noble  lord  stated,  that  wine 
worth  no  less  than  15,000/.  had  been  so 
transferred.  But  the  value  of  the  arti- 
cles so  transferred  was  so  very  considera- 
ble, that  if  they  had  been  handed  over  to 
the  commissioners  for  liquidating  the 
debts  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  instead  of 
having  been  so  transferred,  the  amount 
which  the  House  would  have  been  called 
upon  to  advance  to  the  Regent  on  his  as- 
sumption vf  the  royal  authority  would 
have  been  infinitely  beyond  the  sum 
under  consideration.  He  hoped  that  he 
had  satisfied  the  mind  of  the  House  on  all 
the  points  to  which  he  had  referred,  and 
he  therefore  trusted  that  there  was  no 
ground  for  the  proposed  inquiry.  The 
Act  under  discussion  had,  he  contended, 
been  in  no  instance  violated  ;  but  that,  on 
the  contrary,  whether  in  technical  points 
or  in  spirit,  the  object  of  that  Act  had 
been  most  honourably  fulfilled.  The 
Prince  of  Wales  had,  it  was  known,  some 
years  since,  set  apart  53,000/.  a  year  for 
the  payment  of  his  debts  (together  with 
the  revenue  of  the  duchy  of  Cornwall, 
which  his  Royal  Highness  spontaneously 
sacrificed  tor  that  honourable  purpose)^ 
which  sum  was  vested  in  the  hapds  of 
commissioners,  at  the  head  of  whom  was 
Mr.  Adam,  to  whose  integrity  and  capa- 
city it  was  impossible  to  make  any  objec- 
tion; and  a  similar  commission  under  the 
same  gentleman  was  constituted  by  the 
Privy  Seal  in  1813;  which  commissions 
were  quite  distinct.    To  the  latter  the  in- 
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Yetttgatton  of  any  ctatms  upon  the  Regent 
was  consigned  ;  bal  as  to  the  former,  he 
was  prepared  to  state  the  amoont  of  the 
debts  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  which  were 
yet  unredeemed;  and  hence  the  House 
would  see  when  the  sum  of  53,000/.  a 
year,  at  present  under  the  management 
of  that  commission,  would  revert  to  the 
public.  He  could  assure  the  House  that 
no  disposition  existed  to  withhold  any  in- 
formation upon  the  subject,  whatever  in- 
sinuations of  mystery  or  conceahnent 
might  have  been  thrown  out.  Now,  then, 
if  any  part,  or  even  the  whole  of  the 
100,000/.  under  consideration,  instead  of 
being  expended  as  he  had  stated,  had 
been  applied  to  the  liquidation  of  his 
Royal  Highness's  debts  in  aid  of  the  sum 
already  mentioned,  he  was  prepared  to 
maintain  that  such  an  application  would 
have  been  substantially  the  fame  to  the 
public ;  because  the  53,000/.  a  year  at 
present  in  the  bands  of  commissioners, 
would  have  sooner  become  available.  In 
fact,  the  case  would  have  been  as  broad 
as  it  was  long  for  the  country.  On 
the  whole,  he  felt  that  no  part  of  the 
calumny  which  had  too  often  been  pointed 
against  persons  in  high 'station,  would 
have  applied  to  the  Regent  on  this  trans- 
action, if  his  conduct  were  fairly  under- 
stood ;  for  his  Royal  Highness  had  evinced 
m  disposition  to  deal  most  honourably 
towards  his  creditors,  and  most  liberally 
towards  the  public,  as  he  flattered  himself 
he  had  Batisnctorily  shown  to  the  House. 
And  as  to  the  CiviMist  generally,  he 
maintained  that  for  the  last  fifty  years, 
since  that  CiviMist  was  arranged,  the  bar- 
gain had  been  extremely  advantageous  for 
the  country,  while  the  Crown  bad  suf- 
fered a  loss  in  the  privation  of  its  heredi- 
tary revenue,  which  had  gone  on  increas- 
ing in  its  produce  in  the  same  proportion 
as  all  other  descriptions  of  property,  of 
the  nature  of  which  increase  every  indivi- 
dual possessed  of  property  most  be  fully 
aware.  Under  all  the  circuoutances  of 
the  case,  seeing  that  the  public  interest 
had  been  materially  benefited  in  the 
transactions  alluded  to,  and  that  the  Prince 
Regent  had  throughout  acted  with  the 
utmost  honour  and  liberality,  the  noble 
lord  concluded  with  expressing  his  con- 
Tiction  that  the  motion  would  be  resisted. 
Mr.  Tiernty  began  by  observing,  that  if 
the  noble  loid  had  confined  his  remarks 
to  the  motion  before  the  House,  he  should 
not  have  thought  it  necessary  to  add  any 
ihinj[  to  the  able  speech  of  the  noble 
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mover.     But  the  jioble  lord  bad  gone  into 
a  variety  of  details  since  the  reign  of 
George  2,  which  were-quite  irrelevant  to 
the  merits  of  the  motion,  and  also  into  st 
vindication  of  the  conduct  of  the^  Regent* 
to  which  conduct  that  motion  bad  na  re- 
ference ;  for  the  object  of  the  motion  was, 
not  to  question  the  conduct  of  the  Regent, 
but  to  inquire  -into  the  proceedings    of 
those  by  whom  the  application  or  expen- 
diture of  the  sum  under  consideration  bad 
been  directed.    It  would  be  recollected, 
that  when  in  1787  the  sum  of  55,000/. 
was  voted  to  defray  the  expense  of  re- 
pairing Carlton-bonse,  the  Prince  stood 
pretty  much  in  the  same  situation  as  his 
Royal  Highness  was  placed  at  present. 
The  manner  in  which  the  55,000/.  waa 
appropriatedi    was    questioned   in    that 
House ;  and  Mr.  Sheridan,  as  the  Prince's 
friend,  in  consequence  demanded  that  an 
inquiry  should  be  instituted.      Such  an 
inquiry  was  accordingly  moved  by  lord 
Sheffield,  in  1791,  which  motion  Mr.  Pitt 
opposed  until  the  Prince's  consent  was 
ascertained,  when  a  committee  waa  ap« 
pointed,  and  the  report  of  that  committea 
was  entirely  to  the  credit  of  his  Roval 
Highness.   He  had  no  doubt  whatever  tnat 
the  report  of  a  committee  upon  this  occa« 
sion  would  be  equally  creditable  to  his 
Royal  Highness,  whatever  might  be  the 
result  to  his  Royal  Highness's  advisers  or 
agents ;  and  unless  the  contrary  should  bo 
distinctly  stated  by  the  noble  lord  oppo* 
site,  he  could  not  beMeve  that  his  Royal 
Highness  entertained  any  objection  to  the 
proposed  committee.   There  were  several 
points  in  the  noble  lord's  speech  which 
he  would  not  follow,  first,  because  those 
points  were  foreign  to  the  present  qnes- 
tion;   and  secondly,   because  they  had 
been  often  answered  heretofore.    If,  for 
instance,  his  JMLiyestv  were  recommended 
to  resort  to  the  old  arrangement  which 
prevailed  previous  to  the  establishment  of 
the  Civil-list,  Parliament  would  take  care 
that  if  a  surplus  of  10  millions,  or  any 
thing  like  it,  occurred  upon  the  produce 
of  the  hereditary  revenue,  many  articles 
provided  from  the  public  purse  should  be 
defrayed  out  of  that  revenue.    The  oues- 
tion,  however,  at  present  before  the  House 
had  no  relation  to  that  point;  bnt  went  to 
inquire  whether  the  sum   of    \QOfiGOU 
voted  to  the  Regent  for  a  specific  pur* 
pose,  had  been  applied  to  that  purpose 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act— 
The  noble  lord,  continued  ihe  right  hon. 
geaUeiim»  had  appealed  to  bim  re^«ct* 
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ing  the  splendovr  and  beaotjr  of  the  Ate 
which  had  been  given  at  Carlton-hmne. 
Certainly  he  had  the  honour  of  being  pre« 
sent  at  that  f<ftie, '  and  ihe  circamstance  | 
made  the  stronger  impression  upon  his  \ 
mind  becaose  it  was  the  last  time  he  had  ' 
enjoyed  soch  an  honoor**-[a  Uogh} :  bat>  | 
with  the  exception  of  that  f6xe^  he  did  not 
know  of  a  single  occasion  for  expense 
daring  the  year  of  the  restricted  Regency. 
In  fact,  he  did  not  believe  there  war  a 
single  item  of  expenditure  during  that 
period  which  could  be  considered  as 
arising  out  of  the  exercise  of  the  royal  au- 
thority. It  was  not  a  fair  statement,  there- 
fere,  to  affirm  that  such  an  expense  had 
taken  place ;  but  if  it  really  had,  let  it  be 
proved  in  the  committee.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  here  stated  the  manner  in  which 
the  present  question  had  been  brought 
under  the  consideration  of  Parliament, 
luad  referred  to  the  letter  from  Mr.  Gray 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  in 
consequence  of  .inquiries  made  by  the 
latter,  respecting  the  application  of  the 
I00,000i;,  and  which  he  (Mr.  Tierney) 
described  as  the  most  deliberate  insult 
ever  offered  to  Parliament,  for  it  consti- 
tuted a  direct  violation  of  one  of  its  acts. 
That  letter  of  Mr.  Gray,  also,  had  fur- 
nished the  noble  lord  with  an  argument 
which  be  bad  used  in  the  course  of  his 
speech,  and  which  implied  a  proceeding 
on  the  part  of  his  Royal  Highness  to  which 
he  did  not  believe  be  could  condescend. 
He  did  not*— he  could  not-^believe,  that 
his  Royal  Highness,  as  Prince  of  Wales, 
would  stoop  to  supply  the  Regent  with 
wine,-  and  charge  for  it ;  that  he  would 
f^y$  ''Value  my  wine  in' my  cellar  as 
belonging  to  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  let 
me  drinic  it  as  Prince  Regent/'  [Hear, 
bear!]  Then  as  to  the  property  of  his 
Royal  Highness  :•— he  denied  that  he  had 
IMiy  right  to  dispose  of  h»  as  Regent,  for 
the  liquidation  of  hisdebu;  Carlton- house 
had  been  made  royal  property,  and  he 
was  quite  sore  his  Royal  Highness  would 
rather  have  come  down  to  Parliament  in  any 
shape,  for.the  payment  of  his  debts,  if  he 
bad  been  aware  that  the  noble  lord  could 
have  .ipade  soch  a  defence  for  him.  The 
noble  lord  had  spoken  of  the  100,000/.  as 
if  it  were  an  absolute  and  unconditional 
grant  from  Parliament  to  the  Regent; 
but  he  denied  that  it  was  any  such  thing, 
and  he  rested  his  denial  upon  the  express 
words  of  the  Act ;  and  unless  Parliament 
meant  to  recognize  it  purely  as  a  gift, 
abandoning  all  right  to  inquire  jnto  ita  »p- 
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plication,  after  having  voted  it,  they  most 
agree  to  the  motion  of  his  noble  friend* 
7%e  inquiry  proposed  by  his  noble  friend 
would  be  an  act  of  justice  to  his  Royal 
Highness,'  and  the  House  would  only  dis- 
charge the  justice  which  it  owed  to  itself 
in  voting  for  it.  The  history  of  that 
100,0001  was  rather  cortous.  .On  the 
nth  of  February,  1812,  the  Bill  for  be- 
stowing  it  was  passed ;  on  the  same  day» 
other  bills  also  were  passed,  granting  cer- 
tain sums  to  the  Queen  and  the  Princesses ; 
and  then  on  the  l3th  of  February  came 
forth  the  celebrated  letter  to  his  royal 
highness  the  Duke  of  York,  informing  hitxk 
that  the  new  era  had  begun.  That,  he  be- 
lieved, was  the  true  history  of  the  transac- 
tion ;  and  the  new  era  certainly  did  com- 
mence at  the  price  of  160  or  170,000/.  a 
year.  [Hear,  hear!]  It  would  appear, 
however,  that  the  public  had  paid  the 
100,000/.  twice  over ;  and  that  might  be 
proved  without  torturing  any  facts  from 
their  legitimate  tendency.  In  the  report 
of  the  committee  in  1813,  upon  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  Civil-list,  there  was  a  sum 
of,  104,000/.,  in  the  fourth  class  of  the  Lord 
Chamberlain's  department,  which  excess 
arose  almost  wholly  from  the  expenses  of 
Carlton-house,  and  61,000/.  of  that  was 
stated  to  be  for  plate  and  furniture  inci- 
dent upon  the  assumption  of  the  royal 
functions  with  proper  splendour  by  the 
Prince  Regent.  In  the  department  o£ 
Master  of  the  Horse  also,  there  was  m 
charge  of  15,0001.  arising  chiefly  from  the 
additional  purchase  of  horses  and  carriagea 
consequent  upon  the  assumption  of  the 
Regency.  So  that,  notwithstonding  the 
grant  of  100,000/.  for  the  outfit,  neither 
plate,  nor  furniture,  nor  horses,  nor  car* 
riages,  were  purchased^  but  all  those  par- 
ticular items  are  separately  charged,  to 
the  amount  of  76,000/.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, would  the  House  endure  to 
be  told  that  they  were  not  to  inquire  what 
bad  become  of  the  100,000/.,  but  that  they 
roust  pay  another  100,000/.  which  had 
been  employed  for  the  purposes  contem* 
plated. in  voting  the  first?  If  ever  there 
was  a  strong  case  made  out,  or  one  which 
it  was  impossible  for  any  man  living  to 
face,  he  firmly  believed  it  to  be  the  pre- 
sent; and  if  that  House  had  any  regaid 
for  the  public  opinion  out  of  doors,  they 
would  not  venture  to  refuse  his  noble 
friend  the  committee  he  required.  The. 
noble  lord  had  talked  a  great  deal  about 
his  Royal  Highnesses  debu.  Why  bad 
not  these  debts  baen  paid  ?  Why  had  ih^j 
(2N)  "^  ' 
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not  been  fairly  siibmiited  to  Parlimmeiit } 
Becaofle^  alnd  tke  Hoble  lonl^  rt  wm  more 
pleasmH  to  the  feelings  of  bis  Roy a|  Higb- 
ness  Co  psvy  them  oot  of  his  own  income^ 
than  to  tsansfer  them  as  a  burthen  apoh 
the  pubHc.  But  he  denied  that  his  Royal 
Highness  had  any  right  so  to  appropriate 
his  income,  because  he  had  no  right  to 
the  ei^ymient  of  h  at  ali,  from  the  mo- 
ment thai  he  became  possessed  of  the  un- 
restricted allowances  of  the  CiTil-list.  It 
was  true*  the  allowance  which  Parlia- 
ment granted  to  him  as  Prince  of  Wales, 
was  granted  daring  bif  life,  or  during  the 
iife  of  the  King;  but>  would  any  man 
deny  that  the  political  demise  of  his 
Majesty  was  a  circumstance  which  ought 
to  release  the  rerenue  of  the  country  from 
the  120,000/.  per  annum  granted  to  his 
Royal  Highness  ?  Why,  then,  were  his 
debts  left  in  that  state  of  ambiguity,  that 
so  little  of  their  real  amount  was  known  ^ 
Because  there  was  some  seciret  behind  the 
curtain ;  because  it  was  thought  desirable 
to  keep  his  Royal  Highness  in  check,  and 
to  make  him  know  that  the  ministers  had 
aometbing  to  let  oot  if  they  chose  (6  do 
■0.  Hence  the  profound  silence  upon  the 
ffibject  of  his  debts,  so  far  as  any  distinct 
specification  of  them  was  concerned ;  as  if 
they  wished  to  make  it  op  with  his  Royal 
Highness,  which  he  (Mr.  T.)  did  not 
think  possible,  for  the  slur  they  threw 
upon  him  in  1795.  But  he  would  defy 
the  noble  lord  to  point  oot  an  instance  in 
the  history  of  this  country,  where  the 
debts  of  the  Crown>hiid  been  thus  paid  by 
m  kind  of  side  wind.  The  usage  was,  in 
such  oasesi  for  a  message  to  be  sent  dow» 
to  Parliament,  communicating  the  encum* 
brances  under  which  the  Crown  laboured, 
and  referring  thenl  to  its  consideration. 
Again,  he  would  ask,  what  were  the  debts 
of  his  Royal  Highness  ?  The  noble  lord 
said,  if  the  House  wished  it,  he  would 
satisfy  them  upon  the  subject:  for  him- 
self, be  should  not  testify  any  prematsre 
cnriosity ;  but  if  the  noble  lora  chose  to 
make  any  commodicattoa,  it  would  der- 
tainly  be  a  satisfactory  proceeding.  He 
was  certain  they  must  be  large,  from 
the  appropriation  which  had  been  made, 
of  Tariooa  sums,  to  their  liquidation.  With 
respect  to  the  question  immediately  before 
them,  every  syllable  which  had  fallen 
from  the  noble  lord  pointed  to  the  neces- 
sity of  inquiry  ;  and  his  firm  conviction 
was,  that  if  an  inquiry  wer^  granted,  no 
imputation  would  appear  agdinst  bis 
Boyal  Highness^  but:  i^  ?ery  strong  inqm- 


lation  iroold  be  cast  upon  k  cabal  i4hose 
practices  would  be  detected,  ilnd  of  whieb 
practices   they  ought   to    be    a8haincd«f 
[Hear,  hear!]    A  case  would  be  made 
out,  in  the  committee,  very  painful    to 
some  individuals  connected  with  his  Royal 
Highness  and'  others  connected  with-  the 
ministers ;  but  he  was  persuaded  the  eon- 
duct  of  the  Prince  Regent  ^limself  woold 
come  out  of  the  inquiry  free  from  any 
blame  whatever.    If  the  House  refused  to 
go  into  the  examittation,  all  the  people  of 
England  would  see,  and  would  be  ready 
to  exclaim^  that  they  paid  no  respect  to 
the  application  of  the  public  money ;  that 
though  they  held  (he  strings  of  the  pnbli« 
purse,  they  treated  with  indifierence    a 
strong  case  of  wasteful  expenditure,   at 
the  very  moment  when  they  were  calling 
upon  that  people  to  pay  a  tenth  of  iheit 
v^hole  income,  and  to  support' the  burthen 
of  gtanting  subsidies  to  foreign  Powers* 
He  was  sure  the  chftraeter  of  the  Hooio 
was  more  at  stake,  in  the  public  estima*- 
tion,  upon  that  question  than  upon  any 
Other.     The  people   would  regard    the 
whole  transaction  aa  a  dealing  between 
the  Crown  and  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  those  who  voted  against  the  motion 
of  his  noble  friend  wodld  be  considered 
as  paying    their  court   to    the    Crown. 
[Hear,  hear !  from  the  Ministerial  benches.] 
At  no  period  of  the  history  of  this  coon* 
try  was  it  leas  desirable  that  such  an  im^^ 
pression  should  exist  in  the  public  mind, 
than  at  the  present;  when  every  man, 
frokn  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  yught  to 
be  satisfied  that  not  a  farthing  more  was 
pftid  than  the  strict  necessities  of  the  Go- 
vernment required.    If  the  committee  wu 
refused,  a  suspicion  would  work  in  the 
public  mind  as  t6  the  manner  in  which 
the  100;000/.  had  been  applied,  and  that 
would  do  more  injury  to  his  Royal  High* 
ness's  character  than  any   inquiry  that 
could  be  instituted. 

Mr.  Leaeh  said  he  could  not,  after  the 
most  deliberate  examination  of  the  pre- 
sent question,  come  to  the  same  conclosioA 
as  the  right  hon.  gentlenfan.  On  the 
contrary,  he  dkl  not  see  the  slightest 
grounds  for  the  profiosed  inquiry.  The 
Hon.  and  learned  gentleman  warmly  vin^ 
dicated  the  character  and  condtfct  of  Mr: 
Adam  ftom  any  ittvputatioiii  which  liiigbt 
be  supposed  to  attaelif  to  him  as  the  adviser 
and  counsellor  of  <  his  Royal  Hlghneia,in 
respect  to^  the  mode  of  liqoraatiog  bit 
d^bu;  and  then  proceeded  to  atfjruie  the 
qveitlon  nt  some  lekigth^  so  f«»<aiitr^ 
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Uted  to  ibe  tecbriical  conitnietion  of  the 
Acl,  in  which  he  contended^  that,  tirictly 
speakifigf  th«  mpnty  was  not  granted  for 
^ny  ipecifip  porposei  but  for  general  and 
uodetermtned  purposes.  With  regard  to 
the  o^her  point  of  view  in  which  the 
question  might  be  conaidered,  namely, 
whether  in  conteqiience  of  the  uie  to 
which  the  lOO.OOOi.  was  applied,  a  single 
shilling  of  charge  bad  been  thrown  ppon 
the  public  beyond  what  were  the  inten- 
tions of  Parliament ;  he  maintained  that  it 
was  perfectly  indifierent  whether  the 
inoney  was  applied  to  one  purpose  for 
which  Parliament  had  pledged  the  public 
inoney,  or  whether  to  another  purpose  for 
which  Parliament  might  equally   bate 

Eledged  the  public  money  [Loud  cries  of 
[ear,  heur  I  from  the  Opposition.]  If  the 
fom  were  in  fact  applied  to  any  other 
purpose  to  which  the  public  money  was 
already  pledged^  so  far  that  pledge  would 
be  redeemed  to  the  extent  of  the  one 
hundred  thousand  pounds;  and  would 
not  that  be  an  equivalent  i  He  said,  he 
was  arguing  the  point  merely  aa  one  of  a 
pecuniary  nature,  when  he  thus  consi- 
dered it;  and  he  begged  the  House  would 
do  him  the  justice  not  to  misinterpret  his 
▼iews.  Had  the  money  granted  by  the 
House  been  thrown  into  the  sea,  or  de- 
Voted  to  any  purpose  which  Parliament 
bad  never  contemplated,  then  indeed  there 
would  have  been  matter  of  inquiry.  But, 
if  he  wa$  right  in  hia  facts,  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  laboured  under  a  misapprehen- 
sion on  the  subject.  He  could  not,  there- 
fore, concur  with  his  noble  friend  in  his 
motion  for  an  inquiry.  On  the  best  judg- 
ment that  he  was  able  to  form,  the  act  of 
pfirli^ment  had  not  been  violated,  aud  he 
called  on  any  legal  man  to  say  that  it  had. 
No  additional  burthen  had  been  incurred 
by  the  appropriation  of  the  grant  which 
bad  taken  place ;  and  consequently  no- 
thing had  occurred  which  demanded  in- 
vestigation. 

Mr»  Wyim  said,  that  it  was  with  un- 
feigned pain,  feeling  the  respect  which  he 
did  for  bis  hon.  and  learned  friend  who 
bad  just  sat  down,  that  he  felt  it  his  duty 
^o  declare  that  the  argument  of  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend  went  most  directly 
against  the  pirivilege  of  Parliament^  the 
ftubstance  of  the  constitution,  and  that 
active  eontfiol  over  the  Crown  which  the 
Houso  of  Commons  were  bound  to  exer* 
i(ise  in.  the  appropriation  of  the  public 
money.  What !  was  it  a  mei;e  technical 
JBfttter  thai  a  son  of  money  gsaoted  by 


Parlitmeni  for  one  purpose  had  been  ap» 
propriated  to  another  ?  It  was  a  high  mis* 
demeanor  to  apply  the  public  money  to 
any  other  purpose  than  that  lor  whidi 
Parliament  had  voted  it,  This  wwi  not  m 
new  doctrine.  It  prevailed  on  every  sub- 
ject. The  money  voted  for  the  army 
could  not  be  applied  to  the  purposes  of 
the  navy.  This  was  not  a  form  or  tech- 
nicality, but  it  was  of  the  very  substance 
and  essence  of  the  Constitution.  Tho 
second  proposition  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  was«  that  Parliament  had  pledgeS 
themselves  to  pay  his  Royal  Higbneas's 
debts.  This  he  utterly  denied.  He  defied 
any  one  to  point  out  ^  single  line  of  tl^eir 
proceedmgs  to  that  eftct.  It  was  true^ 
that  Parliament  perfectly  knew  that  en- 
gagements of  that  nature  existed;  but 
they  were  such  that  could  not  be  recog* 
nised  by  them  without  the  violation  of  an 
existing  Act.  In  the  event  of  th^  death 
of  his  Royal  Highness^  Parliament  wero 
not  bound  to  pay  those  debta.  Such  m 
step  would  be  contrary  (o  all  precedent 
The'posthumous  dtbts  of  a  Prince  of  Walea 
bad  never  been  recognised  or  provided  for 
by  Parliament.  Frederic  princie  of  Wales 
died  greatly,  in  debt,  but  Parliament  did 
not  saddle  the  coualry  vnth  the  pay* 
ment  It  would,  indeed,  be  a  serious 
matter  if,  after  a  special  act  of  parliament, 
that  no  debts  of  that  description  should 
be  recognised  after  a  certain  period,  that 
House  should  come  forward  and  pay  such 
debts  in  direct  violation  of  the  Act.  Con- 
ceiving that  the  grant  had  been  im- 
properly applied,  he  should  certainly  vote 
for  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  L(mg  contended,  that  though  the 
House  was  never  pledged  to  pay  tne  ho- 
nourable claims  on  his  Royal  Htghnese, 
yet  it  was  aware  that  such  claims  existed, 
and  had  in  fact  recognised  them,  inasmuch 
as  50,0002.  a  year  had  been  appropriated 
for  their  payment  ont  of  the  revenue  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales*  That  annual  sum  would 
now  be  more  speedily  liberated.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  here,  entered  into  a 
statement  to  show,  that  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  reign,  a  som  of 
2,822,804/.  had  been  given  by  the  Cfowft 
out  of  funds  of  its  own,  for  the  service  of 
the  country ;  while  the  money  that  Par- 
liament had  given  for  the  payment  of  the 
debts  of  the  Crown  had  only  exceeded  the 
above  sum  by  a  surplus  of  300,2571.  He 
said,  that  the  isicrea^e  of  the  Prince  Re- 
gent's establishifoent  rendered  the  addi- 
tiooal  aom  Boeeiuvy,  which  bad'  bMi 
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fairly  and  justly  applied.  There  were  no 
grounds  to  admit  a  contrary  inference ; 
and  therefore  he  should  give  his  opposi« 
tion  to  the  present  motion. 

,Mr.  Pomonhy  observed;  that  it  gave  him 
gr^at  pain  to  say,  that  since  he  had  sat  in 
that  House  he  bad  never  beard  so  un- 
constitutional an  argument  as  that  of  bi^ 
hon.  and  learned  friend  near  him  (Mr. 
Leach).  •  To  the  Speaker,  who  was  so  well 
acquainted  with  the  history  of  parliament, 
knd  who  knew,  that  by  a  perseverance  in 
noble  struggles  against  the  two  other 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  that  House 
bad  established  its  right  to  direct  the 
application  of  the  public  money,  it  must 
be  particularly  gratmg  to  hear  it  asserted, 
that  It  was  no  violation- of  the  constitution 
to  apply  to  one  purpose  the  money  which 
had  been  granted  by  that  House  for  an- 
other. With  respect  to  a  learned  friend 
of  his  (Mr.  Adam),  for  whom  he  bad  the 
greatest  regard,  be  must  say,  that  tbe 
heaviest  charge  against  him  was  the  de- 
fence which  it  ,had  been  attempted  to  set 
up  of  his  conduct.  If  any  additional 
motive  were  requisite  to  induce  tbe  House 
to  coiisent  to  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee, it  was  in  order  that  his  learned 
friend  might  have  an  opportunity  of  juati* 
fying  himself;  for  he  was  persuaded  that 
his  learned  friend  could  not  act  as  had 
been  imputed  to  bim.  His  hon.  and 
learned  friend  near  him  bad  said,  that 
there  bad  been  no  misapplication  of  tbe 
public  money,  because  Parliament  were 
bound  to  pay  bis  Royal  Highness's  debts 
in  some  shape  or  other ;  and  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  opposite  had  declared, 
that  that  House  had  recognised  those 
debts.  This  he  denied.  Parliament  were 
under  no  pledge  on  the  subject^-al though 
he  was  persuaded,  that  if  the  inconve- 
niencies  under  which  his 'Royal  Highness 
laboured  had  been  represented  to  the 
House,  they  would  cheerfully  have  relieve 
hiAi  from  tbem^and  even  if  they  were, 
that  would  be  no  justification  for  taking 
the  money  granted  for  one  purpose  and 
applying  it  to  another.  His  hon.  and 
learned  friend  called  these  considerations 
Ibrms.  Forms!  They  were  forms  for 
which  our  ancestors  had  fought  and  bled. 
Let  hon,  members  read  tbe  history  of  the 
Btruagles  of  that  House  with  the  Crown 
on  the  subject.  Let  them  read  how  often 
that  House  had  refused  grants  of  money 
to  the  Crown,  because  former  grants  had 
not  been  applied  to  the  purposes  for 
.wbipb  ^hey  had  been  voted.    liet  them 


see  how  tbe  disputes  in  tbe  reign  of 
Charles  1  were  'embittered  by  this  con* 
test ;  and  what  a  share  it  bad  in  tbe  sub* 
sequent  misfortunes  of  that  misled  and 
unhappy  monarch.  When  pressed  by 
necessity— after  he  had  failed  in  raising 
ship-money— after  be  bad  failed  in  other 
devices  —  the  suggestions  of  profligate 
lawyers  and  unprincipled  jodgei— he  was 
compelled  to  come  to  Parliament  and  ask 
for  supplies,  on  the  express  condition  that 
parliamentary  commissioners  should  be 
appointed  to  superintend  their  distribu- 
tion. In  fact,  the  period  from  Magna 
Charta  to  tbe  Revolution,  had  been  a 
period  of  unceasing  struggles  on  this 
subject;  and  the  Hoosewere  now  told  that 
it  was  a  mere  matter  of  form !  [Hear* 
bear!]  On  the  contrary,  it  was  of  the 
essence  o\  tbe  British  Constitution.  Public 
liberty  depended  on  it.  If  when  a  sum 
of  money  was  granted  to  the  Crown  by 
that  House,  it  was  applied  with  impunity 
to  other  purposes  than  that  for  which  it 
was  voted,  there  was  an  end  of  the  control 
of  Parliament  over  the  public  purse,  and 
the  Crown  would  become  absolute  over  it. 
The  hon.  members  who  opposed  the 
motion,  contended  that  there  had  been 
no  misapplication  of  tbe  grant  Now, 
to  him  nothing  seemed  clearer  than  that 
the  object  of  rarliament  in  voting  it  was 
to  defray  the  increased  expenses  which 
must  necessarily  be  incurred  by  bis  Royal 
Highness,  on  his  assumption  of  tbe  royal 
authority ;  and  therefore,  that  it  was  in 
consideration  of  expenses  which  were  to 
take  place,  rather  than  of  expenses  which 
bad  taken  place.  Tbe  amount  of  tbe  sum 
had  nothing  to  do  with  tbe  principle  of 
the  proceeding.  If  but  one  hundred 
pounds  bad  been  so  voted  and  so  mis- 
applied, he  would  have  argued  as  stre« 
nuously  against  tbe  act.  Tbe  smallest 
violation  of  the  constitutional  doctrine 
ought  to  be  marked  by  the  roost  un- 
qualified reprobation  on  the  part  of  the 
House.  For  these  reasons  be  trusted  the 
House  would  adopt  the  motion  of  his 
noble  friend,  and  by  doing  so  plit  an  end 
to  tbe  possibility  of  their  ever  hearing 
those  forms  described  as  technical ities, 
which  were,  in  point  of  fact,  the  very 
essence  of  the  Constitution. 

^he  SoUcitor  General,  after  declaring  that 
no  one  could  give  a  more  conscientioua 
opinion  on  the  subject  than  himself,  con* 
tended  that  a  strong  case  of  tbe  violatioa 
of  the  law,  oi  of  the  abuse  of  tbe  power 
vested  in  certain,  persona   by  tbe   law« 
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oaght  to  be  made  out  in  order  to  induce 
the  Hoose  to  enter  into  an  inve8tiffation4>f 
this  subject  by  a  committee.  The  very 
appointment  of  such  a  committee  would 
imply  a  censure.  He  was  not  quite  certain 
that  he  understood  the  argument  of  the 
supporters  of  the  motion,  parttcularlv  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last. 
lie  did  not  understand  whether  that  right 
hon.  gentleman  unequivocally  contended 
that  the  money  had  been  granted  alone  for 
the  expenses  which  would  be  incurred  by 
bis  Royal  Highness  on  the  assumption  of 
the  royal  authority,  and  had  no  reference 
to  the  expenses  which  his  Royal  Highness 
bad  before  that  period  been  liable  to.  In  the 
Appropriation  Act,  and  in  the  resolution 
of  the  Committee  of  Supply,  the  House 
would  find  the  words  '  have  been  or  may 
be.'  At  the  ti  me,  the  introduction  of  these 
words  was  opposed  by  gentlemen  opposite, 
but  the  objection  was  over-ruled ;  because 
it  was  intended  that  the  sum  should  be  ap- 
plied to  the  past  as  well  as  the  future  ex- 
penses of  his  Royal  Highness.  Now,  un- 
lets  it  could  be  shown  that  the  sum  had 
npt  been  applied  to  the  expenses  of  his 
Royal  Highness,  there  could  be  no  founda- 
tion for  the  present  motion.  The  general 
propositions  of  the  right  hook  gentleman 
were  such  as  no  person  would  contradict. 
The  public  had  not  been  injured  by  the 
application  of  the  sum  in  the  manner 
which  had  taken  place ;  and  therefore  to 
call  for  a  committee  was  altogether  onne- 
ceuary. 

Mr.  Siuari  Woftley  had  no  hesitation  in 
•&ying>  that  the  Act  of  Parliament  had 
been  violated,  in  as  far  as  it  was  a  breach 
of  the  Act  to  apply  the  money  to  other 
purposes  than  those  expressed  in  it.  It 
appeared  that  all  expenses  of  his  Royal 
Highnesses  household  in  1811,  which  were 
extra  expenses  beyond  those  which  he 
would  have  incurred  as  Prince  ot  Wales, 
were  only,  strictly  speaking,  payable  out 
of  the  grant.  But  yet  the  hon.  gentleman 
opposite  bad  not  made  out  a  case  which 
called  upon  the  House  to  vote  for  a  com* 
nittee.  By  going  into  a  committee  they 
would  be  conveying  an  idea  to  the  coun- 
try that  the  money  had  been  improperly 
applied ;  but  of  that  there  was  not  the 
least  notion  entertained.  The  country  had 
not  lost  one  farthing  by  it.  It  gave  him 
^reat  pleasure  in  coming  to  this  conclusion. 
At  the  same  time  he  acknowledged  that 
the  expenditure  of  the  Civil -list  had  un- 
doubtedly created  a  strong  sensation  in  the 
f  oQDtry,  and  he  felt  convinced  that  the 


strength  of  the  minority  on  a  late  debate 
on  the  subject  would  do  good. 

I/>rd  FoikeHonc  expressed  his  surprise, 
that  the  hoo.  gentleman  should  acknow* 
ledge  that  a  violation  of  the  Act  had  been 
committed,  and  yet  declare  his  intention 
to  vote  against  inquiry. 

Mr.  CS&rq/^  conceived  that  his  Royal 
Highness,  during  his  whole  life«  had  been 
exceedingly  ill  treated  in  money  matters. 
Those  who  had  formerly  been  severe  to- 
wards him,  were  now  endeavouring  to 
make  amends;  but  yet  his  Royal  High- 
ness had  never  been  so  ill-treated  as  he 
now  would  be  if  this  committee  were  re- 
fused: 100,000/.  had  been  voted  for  m 
specific  purpose,  and  when  this  was  ques- 
tioned,  it  was  owned  that  a  direct  misap- 
plication of  that  sum  had  taken  place,  and 
that  this  had  been  advised  by  subordinate 
persons  of  whom  the  House  had  no  cogni* 
cance. 

Lord  Mili<m  expressed  himself  to  be  as 
much  surprised  as  the' noble  lord  (Folke- 
stone) at  the  little  connexion  which  could 
be  traced  between  the  argument  and  the 
conclusion  of  the  hon.  gentleman  who  pre- 
ceded him  (Mr.  Wortley],  He  trusted, 
however,  it  was  possible  that  his  support 
might  yet  be  obtained,  before  the  question 
went  to  a  vote.  In  order  to  secure  it,  he 
wished  to  give  notice,  that  if  the  question 
should  be  negatived,  it  was  his  intention 
to  move  a  resolution,  declaring,  "  that  it 
appeared  to  the  House,  that  the  sum  of 
100,000/.  granted  to  his  Royal  Highness 
on  the  commencement  of  bis  Regency, 
had  been  applied  by  the  commissioners  to 
purposes  contrary  to  those  specified  in  the 
act  of  parliament.^' 
The  House  then  dividM  : 

For4he  motion • 105 

Against  it 225 

Majority  against  it 120 

JUsi  qf  the  Minority. 


Abeiciombiei  hon.  J. 
Anson,  sir  O. 
Atherley,  Arthur 
Babkes,  H. 
Babington,  T. 
Baillie,  James  £. 
Barham^  J.  F. 
Baring,  Alex. 
Barnard^  viscount 
Bennety  hon.  H.  G. 
Brand,  hon.  T. 
Burrell,  hon.  P.  D. 
Byngy  George 
Campbell,  hon.  J. 
Cavendish,  lord  G. 
Cavendishi  hon«  H« 


Cavendish,  Aon.  C. 
Chaloner,  Robert 
Carew,  R.  S. 
Calcrafl,  John 
Cokc.T.W. 
Dundas,  hon.  L. 
Duncannon,  Vise. 
Elliot,  rt.  hon.  W. 
Folkestone^  lord 
Fergusson,  sir  C.  R. 
Fitzroy,  lord  J. 
Foley,  col.  T. 
Foley,  hon.  A. 
Fitzgerald,  rt.  hon.  M^ 
Fane,  J« 
Finlay^K, 
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Gordon,  R. 
<Grrant,  J.  P. 
Greenhill,  R. 
Orcnfell,  Pascoc 
Guise,  sir  W. 
Grattan,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Jleathcote,  T.  F. 
Homer,  F. 
Itanbury,  Win, 
Halsev,J. 
Hamilton,  lord  A.* 
Heron,  sir  R. 
Hornby,  £. 
Howorth,  H. 
Hurst;  Robt. 
Jervoise,  G.  P. 
King,  sir  J.  D. 

Eoy(),  J.  M* 
tngton,  Gojre 
Latouche,  R. 
Lemon,  sir  Wm. 
Law,  hon.  £. 
Jdartin,  H. 
Martin,  J. 
Milton,  viscount 
Moore,  Peter 
Monk,  sir  C. 
Mqlyi]^ux,  H.  H. 
Maitland,  hon.  A. 
Markham,  admiral 
Methuen,  Paul 
l^ewport,  sir  J. 
North,  D. 
Nugent,  lord 
Osborne,  lord  F. 
Power,  R. 
t'arnell,  sir  H. 
Felbam,  hon.  C. 


Pelham,  hon.  0- 
Pierse,  H. 
Philips,  G. 
Pijgott,  sir  A. 
Pnttie,  hon.  F.  A. 
Ponsonbv,  rt  hon.  G. 
Pym,  F." 
Prptheroe,  E. 
Ruspel),  tord  W. 
Ramsden,  J.  C. 
Ridley,  sir  M.  W. 
Romuly,  sir  S. 
Rashleigh,  Wm. 
Scudamore,  R.  P. 
Smyth,  J.  H. 
Smith,  R. 
Smith,  S. 
Smith,  A. 
Shakespeare,  A, 
Stanley,  lord 
Sebright,  sir  J. 
Townsend,  lord  C.  F. 
Tavistock,  marq. 
Tiemey,  rt.  hon.  G. 
Talbot,  R.  W. 
Tremayne,  J.  H. 
Wynn,  sir  W.  W. 
Whitbiead,  S. 
Winnington,  sir  £. 
Walpole,  hon.  G. 
Western,  C.  C. 
Wharton,  J. 
Wilkins,  W. 
Williams,  sir  R. 
Warre,  J.  A. 

TELLERS. 

Althorpe,  viscount. 
Wynn,  C.  W. 


Lord  Milton  then  moved,  "  That  the 
copy  of  a  letter,  dated  20th  of  May  1815, 
from  Robert  Gray,  esq.  to  the  right  hon, 
Nicholas  Vansittart,  respecting  the  manner 
in  which  the  sum  of  100,000/.,  granted  to 
his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  by 
the  Act  52  Geo.  3,  c.  7,  has  been  applied,'' 
night  be  read  ;  and  the  same  beine  read, 
hiji  lordship  next  moved,  "  That  it  ap- 
pears to  this  House,  that  the  sum  of 
100,000/,  granted  to  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent  by  tbe  Act  52  Qeo.  3,  c.  7, 
was  made  over  to  the  commissiooefa  ap* 
pointed  by  his  Ro}'al  Highness  under  his 
privy  seal  as  Prince  of  Wales,  dated  1 1th 
of  February  1812,  for  ascertaining  and 
settling  all  claims  and  demands  tippn  bis 
Royal  Highness  to  tbe  1 8tb  day  of  the  i^fn^ 
inontl^,  coatniry  to  the  aforesaid  A^t»  mA 
in.yiQlatioaof  the  Act  appropsiatiM  the 
supplies  foe  tbe  service  of  the  yeas  IHX^" 

The  motioD  was  negatived  wSthout  a 
divisioiv 

Stamp  •  DyTics^]  The  Houte  ^jiyuig 
resoiyed  itself  into  a  committee  of  supply^ 


.  The  Chancellor  ^the  ExcUquar  observed, 
that  be  proposed  at  so  late  an  hour  of  th^ 
night,  to  omit  several  parts  of  the  new 
plan  of  increased  duties,  till  there  sboald 
be  a  fuller  attendance  of  members  and  911 
ampler  opportunity  of  discussion.  Anaoiigst 
these  were  the  stamps  on  promissory  notes, 
bills  of  exchange,  law  proceedings,  and 
bankers'  licences.  He  had  no  disposition 
to  take  the  House  by  surprise,  or  to  press 
to  an  advanced  stage  any  measure  which 
had  not  already  received  the  apparent 
sanction  and  approbation  of  tbe  House. 

Sir  Charles  mcnck  inquired  whether  the 
rigbt  hon.  gentleman  intended  to  bring 
on  that  part  of  the  schedule  which  related 
to  the  new  tax  on  advertisements. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  stated, 
that  he  had  had  conferences  with  aeverai 
persons  who  appeared  to  represent  tha 
sense  of  those  individuals  who  were  more 
immediately  interested  itt  the  aieasure, 
and  an  arrangement  had  been  agreed  on 
which  wa9  supposed  to  meet  the  views  of 
both  parties.  Tbe  general  result  of  ihia 
arrangement  was,  that  the  progressive 
duty  on  adveriisements  should  be  abas* 
doned,  and  that  in  lieu  of  it  there  should 
be  imposed  a  common  duty  of  an  addi- 
tional sixpence,  making  the  whole  duty 
^.  6d. ;  and  also  an  additional  duty  of 
ope  halfpenny  upon  the  paper  itself. 

Sir  Cnarks  Monck  conceived  that  a  neif 
question  arose  out  pf  this  plan  for  trana- 
posing  the  new  duties  on  advertisements 
and  newspapers.  It  was  generally  co^i 
sidei'ed  that  the  universal  circulation  of 
knowledge  produced  by  the  daily  joorni^f 
and  other  periodical  publications,  was  01^ 
of  the  most  extensive  and  substantial  a4r 
vantages  resulting  from  tbe  liberty  of  the 
press.  The  House,  therefore,  ought  to 
determine  ^l^ether  it  might  np^  be  a  doty 
they  owed  to  the  public,  whose  interests 
w^re  most  concerned,  to  step  ip  betweep 
Go^vernment  and  the  editors  of  newspapers, 
who,  he  could  easily  apprehend,  mig(it 
coincide  in  an  arrangement  convenient  to 
both,  but  by  no  means  equally  beneficial 
to  tbe  public.  He  confessed  he  was  very 
averse  to  seeing  the  necessities  of  the  stata 
supplied  by  ineans  which  seemed  to  tend 
to  the  suppression  of  general  information* 
Tlie  right  hon.  gentleman,  he  hoped, 
would  at  least  l|ave,  no  objection  to  post* 
pope  the  resolution  for  th^  pi^^ent* 

The  Chanf;elloT  <if  %  Exc^cqufir  a8seDte4 
to  the  wish  of  the  hon.  baronet. 

The  other  Resoli|tions  were  then  agreed 
^>,  and  the  Rj^port  was  ocdejrcM}  t,o  bi  re^ 
ceived  tb-morrow« 
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Thundi^fJwte  1. 

FoBSidN  StAtB-TiAOB  Bau]  The 
Marquis  of  Lomdawnt  Amoved  the  second 
readiiiff  of  the  Foreign  Sfave-trside  Bill. 
He  did  not  anticipate  any  opposition  to 
the  motion ;  bat  conceiving  it  to  be  the 
daty  of  those  who  moved  the  second 
reading  of  a  bill  to  state  its  general  nature 
'  «nd  object,  he  should  do  so  in  the  present 
instance,  as  shortly  as  he  could.  It  had 
unfortunately  happened  that  since  the 
abolition  of  the  Slave-trtfde  in  this  country, 
the  Slave-trade  of  foreign  nations  had 
been  carried  on  in  a  great  measure  by 
means  of  British  capital,  and  the  penalties 
imposed  by  the  act  of  1 800  had  been  fdund 
insufficient  to  check  that  practice.  By 
this  advance  of  capital,  a  slave  might  be 

{lurchased  in  Africa,  carried  to  the  West 
ndies,  and  landed  in  the  islands,  where 
the  importation  of  slaves  was  permitted, 
f»r  about  25f.  In  the  British  West  India 
islands,  where  no  such  importation  was 
permitted,  the  price  of  a  slave  was  TOO/. 
The  profits  of  capital  employed  in  the 
Cultivation  of  the  islands  was  about  10/. 
per  cent.,  and  there  was  a  temptation  to 
employ  it  in  this  prohibited  slave  traffic 
of  about  40i.  per  cent.  The  consequence 
Wat,  that  a  great  deal  of  British  capital 
w^s  so  employed ;  and  the  object  of  this 
Bill  was  to  check  that  practice^  which 
contributed  so  materially  to  the  preserva- 
tion and  extent  of  that  nefarious  com* 
merce.  Unless  a  measure  of  this  kind 
were  adopted,  the  former  provisions  of  the 
legislature  would  be  rendered  in  a  great 
degree  nugatory,  as  a  person  who  still 
wished  to  carry  on  the  Slave-trade  might 
do  so  under  another  name.  If  he  were  to 
go  into  minor  considerations  on  a  subject 
of  this  magnitude,  be  might  say,  that  it 
Was  certainly  the  interest  of  this  country, 
and  especially  of  the  West  India  pro- 
prietors,  that  this  Bill  should  pass;  for 
the  facility  of  introducing  slaves  into  the 
foreign  islands,  and  the  procuring  at  a 
rate  so  comparatively  cheap,  would  enable 
them  to  enter  into  a  ruinous  competition 
with  our  own  West  India  islands.  Such 
was'  the  object  of  the  Bill,  and  these  were 
the  grounds  on  which  he  moved  the  second 
reading.  If  any  amendments  in  the  detail 
should  appear  necessary,  they  might  be 
iogc^ested  in  the  committee. 

The  Earl  of  Westtnoreland  had  no  objec- 
tion to  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  but  he 
vras  alarmed  at  the  extent  to  which  it 
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wonM  go«  An  innocent  West  Tiulia  mer« 
chant  Tending  his  money  to  one  who, 
without  his  knowledge  or  participation, 
might  employ  it  in  this  tramc,  might  be 
subjected  to  punishment,  and  therefore 
soipe  caution  ought  to  be  used  in  that 
respect.  Then,  again,  a  person  might 
be  tried  at  any  of  the  colonies  by  a  com- 
mission, and  found  guilty  of  felony,  without 
the  verdict  of  a  jury.  The  noble  marquis, 
who  was  so  mucb-  a  friend  to  the  liberty 
of  the  subject,  ought  hardly  to  support 
such  a  proposition.  For  his  own  part,  he 
was  alarmed  that  British  subjects  should 
in  this  way  be  made  liable  to  such  a  severe 
punishment.  They  might  be  tried  at 
Sierra  Leone,  where  an  unfortunate  case 
of  this  kind  bad  lately  occurred. 

The  Marquis  of  Lantdowne  said,  that 
the  object  was  to  render  the  persons  em^ 
ploying  their  capital,  or  consenting  to 
have  it  employed  in  this  traffic,  guilty  of 
felony;  but  he  was  not  aware  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Bill  would  at  all  com« 
promise  innocent  person!,  and,  as  the 
West  India  interest  was  much  more  fafly 
represented  in  (he  other  House,  he  had 
no  doubt  their  case  had  been  attended  td. 
As  to  the  trials  in  the  colonies,  the  object 
was  to  place  this  on  the  footing  of  piracy, 
which  certainly  might  be  tried  in  all  th^ 
jprisdictions  of  the  country ;  and  as  to 
what  the  noble  earl  called  the  unfortunate 
case  at  Sierra  Leone,  there  was  no  doubt 
that  the  persons  to  whom  be  alluded  were 
really  guilty;  but  the  aenteoce  against 
them  had  been  reversed  from  the  want  of 
a  formal  document,  or  an  irregularity  in 
point  of  form  of  some  description.  The 
execution  of  the  Uw  and  the  appointment 
of  the  officers  rested  with  the  ministers ; 
and  if  they  appointed  ignorant  persons  to 
those  situations,  the  blame  rested  with 
them.  If  any  objection  in  the  detail 
occurred  to  the  noble  earl,  the  best  time 
to  state  and  amend  it  would  he  in  the 
committee. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time, 
and  committed  for  Monday. 

RosEBERRT  DivoRCE  BiLL. j  The  Mar- 
quis  of  Lansdowne  moved,  that  the  report 
of  the  earl  of  Roseberry's  Divorce  Bill  be 
received. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  rose  for  the 
purpose  of  moving  the  rejection  of  all 
those  amendments,  which  went  to  annul 
the  marriage  settlement,  and  also  that 
clause  of  the  tiill  by  which  the  olFendini^ 
parties  were  prevented' frotn  contracting 
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ft  lef^l  DMtrriage.  Before  he  stated  his 
i<eaton8  he  was  anxious  to  say,  that  no 
one  could  have  a  higher  respect  than  he 
had  for  ^the  noble  earl  in  whose  favour 
this  Bill  bad  been  introduced  ;  and  be  was 
far  from  contending  that  this  case  was  not, 
in  some  respects,  one  of  great  atrocity.  It 
had  beeii  settled  as  the  law  of  England, 
that  a  divorce  d  menta  et  thoro  did  not 
enable  the  parties  to  marry  again.  The 
husband,  therefore,  came  to  this  House 
asking  a  boon  from  their  lordships,  the 

f»rivilege  of  marrying  again,  which  the 
aw  did  not  give  him :   but  this  Bill  noi 
only  gave  him  what  he  asked,  but  also 
relieved  him  from  the  marriage  settle- 
ment.    Now  the  settlement  was  a  civil 
contract  entered  into  with  the  wife  and 
her  friends  for  her  benefit,  and  could  not 
at  law  be  impeached  on  account  of  the 
adultery  of  the  wife.    Why,  then,  should 
Iheir  lordships,  because  the  husband  so- 
licited one  advantage,  gii^e  him  another  ? 
He  had  heard  the  highest  legal  authorities 
declare  in  that  House,  that  these  contracts 
ought  not  to  be  interfered  with,  and  he 
,  knew  of  no  principle  upon  which  the 
Legislature  could  justify  such  interference, 
where  the  object  was  merely  to  enable 
the  husband  to  marry  asain ;  and  there 
Nivas  in  effect  this  injustice  in  the  case, 
that  while  a  husband  might  have  this  ad- 
▼antage   against  an  offending  wife,  the 
wife  could  have  no  such  advantage  against 
an  offending  husband.    This  Bill,  though 
its  avowed  object  was  to  give  the  husband 
the  power  to  marry  again,  was,  in  effect, 
bv  the  destruction  of  the  settlement,  a  bill 
of  pains  and  penalties  against  the  wife, 
and  that  without  any  evidence  to  justify 
the  infliction.     Their  lordships  had  had 
lately  before  them  a  Bill  for  disfranchising 
the  electors  of  a  certain  borough ;    and 
it  VM  held  that  a  bill  of  that  description 
was  one  of  pains  and  penalties,  and  a  bill 
which,  ought  not  to  be  passed  without 
such  proof  as  the   House  required  with 
respect  to  bills  of  that  nature  in   other 
Cases.    This,  too,  was  a  bill  of  pains  and 
penalties,  as  far  as  concerned  the  annulling 
of  the  settlement;    and   their   lordships 
ought  not  to  adopt  that  part  of  it  without 
similar  precautions.     In  the  preamble  of 
the  Bill,  it  was   at  first  staled  that  the 
lady  by  her  crime  had   forfeited  all  right 
and  title  to  the  provision  under  her  mar- 
riage settlement.      That  proposition,  he 
believed  would  now  be  admitted  to  have 
been  false  in  law ;    and  accordingly  the 
Bill  had  been  in  that  particular  amended : 
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but  if  it  was  false  in  law,  he  could  not  per-' 
ceive  upon  what  principle  the  House  coald 
agree  to  allow  that  part  of  the  Bill  to  stand 
which  did  in  fact  provide  for  such  a  for- 
feiture.   As  to  the  clause  prohibiting  the 
intermarriage   of  the   offending  parties, 
that  was  founded  upon  a  standing  order  of 
this  House,  that  it  would  pass  no  divorce 
bill  without  such  a  clause.     His  first  ob- 
jection to  that  clause  was,  that  it  was  not 
conformable  to  the  standing  order  ;  for  it 
only  provided  that  such  marriage,  if  con-* 
tracted,  should  be  adjudged .  and  held  to 
be  illegal.     If  the  marriage  was  only  to 
be  adjudged  illegal,  he  presumed  that  it 
must  remain  legal  till  otherwise  disclared 
by  the  sentence  of  a  judge.   The  standing 
order  was,  that  such  marriages  should  be 
illegal  b}*  the  Act  without  any  sentence  of 
a  judge.     [The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne 
said,  the  Bill  has  been  amended  in  that 
respect,  and  such  a  niarriage  declared  to 
be  illegal.]  He  understood  that  the  clause 
had  been  amended  in  this  particular,  and 
made  'consonant  to  the  standing  order. 
Why,  then,  his  first  objection  to  the  clause 
in  that  view  was,  that  it  was  unnecessary, 
because  it  only  did  that  which  the  law 
already  did,  provided  any  one  member, of 
the  community  chose  to  enforce  it;  and 
if  it  was  of  consequence  that  no  such 
marriage  should    be  allowed  to.  remain 
valid,  some  individual  would,  in  all  pro- 
bability, apply  to  the  proper  triboifal  to 
have  the  marriage  declared  illegal ;    and 
it  would  be  better  to  leave  it  to  the. ordi- 
nary tribunals  to  deal' with  these  matters 
than  to  interfere  in  this  way.     His  next 
objection  was,  that  the  insertion  of  this 
clause  might  endanger  the  fate  of  the  Bill. 
Their  lordships  were  aware  that  a  general 
measure  had  been  suggested,  and  had  re- 
ceived the  assent  of  that  House,  to  rf.nder 
such  marriages  illegal  in  all  cases:    but 
that  general  measure  had  been  rejected  in 
the  other  House.  Then  the  standing  order 
was  adopted  in  that  House,  that  it  would 
pass  no  bill  without  such  a  clause  :    but 
that  had  already,  in  several  cases,  been 
dispensed  with,  and  ought  to  be  dispensed 
with  in   the  present,  rather  than  expose 
the  noble  earl  to  the  loss  of  his  remedy 
by   the  rejection  of  the  Bill  altogether. 
The   adoption   of  the  standing  order  in 
question,  under  the  circumstances  which 
he  had  stated,  would  make  it  appear  to 
the  other  House  somewhat  like  an  attempt 
to  legislate  by  the  authority  of  this  House 
only  ;  and   the  insertion  of  such  clauses 
would  therefore  be  regarded  with  pecullaK 
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jealoaiy.  If  U  wm  fit  ibat  these  mtf- 
Fiages  tbonU  be  deeleied  iandid»  it  ought 
to  be  done  by  a  geoerel  meatore^  pawed 
with  the  approbatioii  of  both  Hornet. 
Theie  were  the  reaeona  which  indaced 
him».in  the  diacberge  of  what  he  con* 
ceiyed  to  be  bis  doty,  to  move,  that  the 
clauses  anonlKng  the  settknent  and  do* 
daring  any  marriage  of  the  parties  illegal 
should  be  lefk  onl. 

Lord  OrmmUe  said,  that  he  was  very  far 
from  agreeing  with  his  noble  friend,  that 
the  only  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  enable 
the  iajored  hosband  to  narry  again*  The 
object  was  completely  to  dissolfo  the  mar* 
ciage,  and  conseqoently  all  contracts  da* 
pending  upon  it.  The  difficolty  was,  when 
the  marriaffe.  between  the  parties  was  to 
be  disaolf  ed,  to  find  a  principle  upon  which 
the  settlement  coold  be.sopported.  The 
settlement  was  a  contract  made  in  contem* 
plation  of  the  marriage,  and  of  its  conti- 
nuance ;  and  when,  by  the  misconduct  of 
the  wife,  the  contract  was  broken,  he  could 
not  well  conceit e  upon  what  prinoiple  the 
settlement,  which  was  made  solely  for  the 
purposes  and  upon  the  foundation  of  the 
marriage,  coold  be  allowed  to  stand.  The 
efiect  would  be,  with  respect  to  the  in* 
jured  husband,  to  Icate  his  estate  burtbened 
with  the  obligations  of  a  contract  which 
his  wife  had  chosen  to  put  an  end  to.  It 
was  even  difficult  under  such  circumstances 
to  find  a  principle  upon  which  to  found  the 
alimony  which  this  Bill  provided  for  die 
wife ;  for  as  the  marriage  was  to  be  dis- 
solved, on  account  of  the  misconduct  of  the 
wife,  it  did  nbt  immediately  appear  on 
what  ground  the  husband  was  to  be  sub- 
jected even  to  this  burthen.  He  totally 
disagreed  with  his  noble  friend,  therefore, 
on  the  subject  of  the  clauses  annulling  the 
settlement.  As  the  marriage  was  to  be  dis- 
solved, every  contract  which  was  founded 
upon  it,  and  made  in  the  contemplation  of 
its  remaining  unbroken,  ought  also' to  fsU. 
Then,  his  noble  friend  objected  to  the 
clause  by  which  any  intermarriage  between 
the  offending  parties  was  declared  illegal, 
and  the  objections  rested  on  two  grounds 
— ist.  That  ibis  was  only  doing  what  the 
law  already  did,  if  any  one  chose  to  en- 
force it ;  and  2nd,  That  oven  (he  remedy 
given  to  the  injured  husband,  by  enabling 
hi  in  to  marry  again,  would  be  endangered 
by  the  insertion  of  such  a  clause.  &fore 
be  addressed  himself  particularly  to  these 
objections  he  could  not  help  observing 
generally,  that  in  his  opinion  it  was  much 
to  be  regri^ted  that  in  these  cases  the 
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remedy  must  be  sought  by  application  to 
Parliament  in  each*  individual  case.  It 
would  be  much  better,  as  he  thought,  that 
a  general  law  should  be  eatablished  in  this 
as  in  all  other  cases,  by  which  the  partiee 
wouM  be  enabled  to  see  the  vdiole  conse* 
quences  which  must  follow  from  their 
actions,  and  that  this  law  should  be  admi- 
nistered in  the  ordinary  way  by  the  Judges. 
As  it  was,  howovert  they  had  only  to  con^ 
sider  what  was  proper  in  each  particular 
case,  and  do  that  which  appeared  -  to  b% 
jusi  and  proper  underall  the  circumstance!. 
Then  with  respect  to  his  noble  friend'a 
firat  objection^  to  the  clause,  declaring  the 
marriage  illegal,  if  it  was  fitting  suoh  a 
marriage  should -be  held  illegal,  it  was,  ia 
his  opinion,  necessary  that  it  should  bo 
declared  so  in  this  Bill.  Under  the  ezisU 
ing  law,  matters  of  this  kind  were  left  to 
the  Ecclesiastical  courts ;  and  he  under- 
stood that  it  was  only  under  particolac 
circumstances*  and  at  particular  times,  thai 
the  object  could  be  attained.  The  partiea 
by  living  abroad  and  out  of  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  coorw  till  the  death  of  one  of  them, 
might  render  it  impossible  to  annul  such 
a  marriage,  and  by  this-  contrivance  the  ' 
issue  might  be  legitimatised.  He  was  in- 
formed a^so,  (for  be  could  only  speak  fron^ 
information,)  that  a  sentence  of  nullity 
might  be  avoided  by  a  species  ef  colloston» 
not  very  creditable  to  any  court  of  justice 
by  setting  op  an  informer,  and  in  tbisway 
preventing  soch  a  question  from  ever  being; 
fairly  brought  to  issue;  an^d,  after  tho 
death  of  one  of  the  parties,  the  legality  oC 
the  marriage,  he  understood,  coold  na 
longer  be  questioned.  With  respect  to  th« 
other  objection  of  his  noble  friend,  he  ad«* 
mitted  that  a  general  measure  would  ba 
much  more  preferable ;  and  on  that  heail 
he. still  remained  of  the  opinion  which  h« 
had  given  when  that  measure  was  intro« 
duced  into  that  House,  but  which  had 
unfortunately  as  he  thought  failed  in  tho 
other.  He  was  of  opinion,  that  such  mar« 
riages  ought  to  be  declared  void  by  a 
general  law,  as  contrary  to  sound  morals^^ 
to  the  law  of  the  land,  and  to  the  scrip* 
tures.  When  the  general  measure  failed, 
this  standing  order  was  made:  but  ho 
could  not  agree  with  his  noble  friend  as  to 
the  object  and  view  with  which  it  was 
made.  His  nobie  friend  who'  then  sat  oQb 
the  woolsack,  and  who  bad  introduced  it, 
knew  too  well  the  nature  of  the  Bntish 
constitution,  .and  had  too  great  a  value  foe  % 
it,  to  do  any  thing  so  subversive  of  ita 
principles,. as  to  attempt  to  legislate  hy 
(2  0) 
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tim  moiboriiy  of  this  Hoow  ODly.  Tb« 
r«al  4bject  sod  design  pf  that  fllaiidiBg 
order  be  took  to  be  ibis :  tbal,  m  ibe  Legis'^ 
klure  could  not  agree  in  passing  ageaend 
Meswre,  it  was  deeirabie  ffaat  Ibe  morak 
of  society  sbonid  at  Icaiihave  Ibis  secoriiy, 
that  the  propriety  of  baTing  sacb  a  daase 
introduced  should  be  brought  under  con« 
sideration  in  each  patticuiar  case.  There 
had  been  instances,  accoidinglv,  where, 
npon  consideration,  tbe  clause  bad  been 
dispensed  with ;  and  though  be  should 
have  preferred  a  general  measure  declaring 
ail  such  marriages  void»  yei  since  Cbey 
were  compelled  to  look  into  tbe  state  of 
each  particular  case,  there  were  some  of 
ibote  instances  in  which  he  thought  tbe 
clause  had  been  properly  dispenacd  with. 
Bat  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance,  in 
bis  opinion,  that  there  should  be  a  general 
]aw  on  the  subject,  apprising  tbe  parttea 
beforehand  of  the  consequences;  for  he 
was  convinced,  that  tbe  hopes  of  marriage 
with  tbe  seducer,  in  many  cases,  encou- 
raged the  crime ;  and  as  there  was  no  such 
general  law,  their  lordships  ooghtf  at  least, 
to  consider  well  before  they  dispensed 
with  the  clause  in  any  particular  casee 
and  if  it  was  important  that  such  a  clause 
ahottld  ever  be  introduced  into  such  bills, 
surely,  in  this  case,  of  all  others,  it  oagbl 
not  to  be  dispensed  with.  It  was  for  that 
House  to  do  its  duty ;  and  he  did  not 
believe  that  in  the  other  House  the  reosedy 
in  this  c»ie,  would  be  at  all  endangered* 

Lord  Bllenbm'imgh  said,  that  the  obser- 
vations of  bis  noble  friend  had  very  much 
anticipated  what  it  was  his  intention  to  have 
Mbmiued  to  tbeir  lordships  on  this  caae. 
With  respect  to  the  settlement,  it  bad  been 
justly  aud  properly  stated,  that  when  tbe 
nsarriage  was  to  be  dissolved,  the  contracts 
WMde  in  contemplation  of  it,  and  with  a 
view  to  iu  continuance,  ought  to  fall  with, 
it.  The  noble  earl  bad  said,  that  this  Was 
a  bill  of  pains  and  penalties,  against  the 
My,  by  thus  setting  aside  the  seulement, 
and  that  there  was  no  evidence  to  justify 
it :  but  it  did  appear  from  evidence  given 
at  tbeir  lordships'  bar,  that  she  had  been 

failtv  of  a  crime  whicb  called  for  the 
issolution  of  the  marriage ;  a  crime  than 
which,  under  the  circumstances,  nothing 
abort  of  tbe  higher  felonies  could  be  more 
atrocious.    Let  it  not  be  imaffinad.  how* 
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ever,  that  he  placed  her  guilt  on  a  fooling 
with  that  of  her  seducer.  His  crime  was 
nnqoestionably  more  flagrant :  but  though 
ht  wai  disposed  to  consider  her  oflbnee  as 
dfm  iBiMnr  €baracl#r,  yet  it  w«8  undonbu 


ediy  sach  as  rendered  it  trigUy  impvopar 
to  altow  the  ae^Uement  to  stand.  He 
agread  with  his  noble  friend,  that  it  was 
diffioult  to  ind  a  principle  npon  which  to 
fowid  this  allowance  of  alimony,  which 
was  generaiiy  mode  on  these  oeoasions : 
but  as  tbe  pvaetica  bad  prevailed,  be 
should  be  rather  inclined  to  comply  with 
it  to  a  curtain  eactent,  mora  especially 
when  he  considered  that  it  might  be  tliw 
means  of  enabling  the  wife  !•  avoid,  if  she 
chose,  plunging  herself  in  still  further 
guilt. .  When  the  noble  earl  said,  that  ibn^ 
law  did  not  in  these  cases  put  an  end  to 
ihm  provision  for  the  wife,  ha  bad  forgot 
tbal  the  only  provision  which  was  fixed 
for  the  wifebeibre  these  marriage  aeiile- 
menta  came  in  use>  ibat  of  dower,  was 
completely  at  an  end  by  tbe  commimion 
of  such  an  ofibnoe.  The  factof  her  having 
eloped  with  an  adulterer  might  be  pleailed 
in  bar  of  the  dower,  so  that  she  remained 
bare  and  naked  as  her  crhne  had  left  her. 
With  respect  to  the  clause  for  declaring 
any  marriage  between  the  oflfending  parties 
illegal,  be  bad  suggested  the  amendment  to 
which  the  noble  earl  had  adterted,  because 
tbe  word  *  adjadged^  appeared  to  render 
a  previous  sentence  of  a  judge  necessary 
to  tbe  Illegality  of  tbe  marriage.  It  was 
fitting  that  such  a  marriage  should  by  ibis 
Act  be  declared  illegal,  because,  for  the 
reasons  stated  by  bis  noble  friend,  the  law 
as  it  stood  did  not  aflbrd  an  adequate  secu- 
rity. He  concurred  in  the  opinion  that  a 
genersi  measure  would  have  been  prefn^ 
able  to  annul  marriages  between  the 
efiending  parties  in  all  such  cases :  bat  as 
there  was  none  such,  they  owed  it  to  the 
security  of  civiliaed  society,  to  the  confi- 
dence and  faappinem  of  families,  to  the 
purity  and  honour  of  domestic  life,  that 
'  this  clause  in  the  present  instance  should 
not  be  dispensed  with.  Such  marirTages 
were  contrary,  not  only  to  the  laws  of  the 
Isnd,  but  to  the  law  of  God— and  it  h«i 
been  so  decided ;  and  what  could  be  more 
contrary  to  Ibe  law  of  God,  than  any  thing 
which  might  aibrd  the  least  encoorage* 
ment  to  offences  of  this  natare  ?  It  was  ab* 
solotely  necessary  to  the  interests  of  sound 
morality,  to  the  peace  and  bappinass  of 
social  life,  and  to  the  purity  and  honour  of 
private  families,  that  such  offences  should 
be  marked  out  as  aometbing  agaiuM 
nature.  If  such  an  tnceatuoos  intercoune 
was  to  be  allowed  to  pass  without  suitable 
animadveriion,  where  could  families  iin4 
security  ^  Not  onfy  domestic  comfsris 
would  be  at  an  end>  bnltJia  v«ry  recemeii 
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tltf  very  nofMiitt  •£  privaftit  imiUts  WmiM 

bcoopM  iW  ofatjeci*  of  4blf«afe  i^d  snapi* 

cioB ;  «Bd  •?€»  is  A«  aarM«v«tt  donttiie 

circlMu  jtalooMi  mifhi  true,  1«M  tiM  «•!• 

part  of  the  fiunily  tbould  be  ihe  ganuilt 

•f  tbt  feourim    He  did  wH  wiA  Id  dwell 

upon  Ihuw  hecaeee   he  «••  aware  Imw 

acolely  ibe  wnocettl  ceosexiena  of  ibe 

kdy  fell  epeii  tbia  aebjed :    aad  he  wai 

afffaid»  leti  ibreogh  ibe  ordinary  cbanneia 

by  whieb  their  obiervaiiow  were  cea* 

veyed  to  the  paUicb  any  thing  aaid  by 

him  abenld  aaeet  their  eyea  and  add  to 

their  already  too  heavy  diatreaa:  bat  in 

the  discharge  of  bia  pnUie  doty»  he  ooold 

not  avoid  ataiing  bk  ^^rong  •eoae  of  the 

neceMiiy  of  this  cfaieae  in  the  preaent  BilL 

It  bad  been  said,  that  it  woaid  endanger 

the  remed  y  altogether :  bet  tt  waa  for  their 

lordships  in  the  first  pbice  to  do  their  doty. 

Let  it  be  their  nuatai» "  as  for  as  and  onr 

boose,  we  will  serve  the  Lord/'  leaving  it 

to  the  consciences  of  the  membera  of  the 

other  Honse  of  FarlianMnt,  whether  they 

could  for  a  meflaent  hesitate  to  declare 

that  in  this  case  at  least  sech  a  claeaa  was  |  with  hini»  be  bad  evinced  was,  that  tbo 

sum,  whatever  it  might  be,  shoold  be  pro^ 
perly  secured  for  the  lady.  As  lb  the  iil«- 
trodoeiion  of  tbe  claose  declaring  any 
marriage  between  tbe  oSending  psrttek 
illegal,  be  bad  no  doabt  that  in  this  in« 
stance  at  least  such  a  clause  was  proper.  ' 
The  Earl  of  LautUrdMU  said,  that  as  ho 
saw  that  the  feeling  of  the  House  was  s6 
strongly  againa  bis  proposition,  he  should 
not  nrsM  it  farther. 

The  Report  was  then  received,  and  the 
Bill  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to^ 


that  wUeb  bad  been  suggested  woaid,  in«* 
siead  of  bomg  favourable  to  the  interesia 
of  sound  asorals,  prove  highly  detrimental 
to  these  interests :  but  a  general  measure 
wenid  be  preforable  to  the  sUnding  order 
of  that  Honae  on  that  subject,  for  ii  bad 
ibo  appearance  of  insensibly  and  by 
stealth,  as  it  were,  introdudog  a  practice 
which  as  a  general  measmro  tbe  other 
House  had  rejected.  If  they  theugbi  that 
the  objoet  was  one  of  sech  great  import* 
once,  they  ought  again  openly  to  come 
forward  with  a  general  measure. 

Tbe  Marquis  of  Lamdmone  said,  that 
with  regard  to  the  point  of  alimony,  the 
earl  of  Meseberry  had  no  wish  bat  to  do 
what  the  House  thought  proper.  The 
sum  in  tbe  present  Bill  was  proposed  hj 
tbo  noble  lord  who  usually  sat  on  the 
woolsack,  and  the  earl  of  Roseberry  would 
have  had  no  objection  to  a  greater  sum,  If 
the  House  bad  thought  it  right  to  recom^ 
mend  a  larger,  though  be  did  not  feel  that 
it  was  for  him  to  propose  it.  Tbe  only 
anxiety   which,    In   his   communicationa 


necessary .^  Forbis.part»bewaaconifinced 
that  the  same  eonsiderattens  of  what  was 
duo  to  the  interests  of  morality,  to  the  seen* 
rity  of  social  happiness,  and  the  peace  and 
comfort  of  demtstic  life,  would  induce  the 
other  Honee  to  look  at  the  subject  in  tbe 
aame  way  that  their  lordshipe  dsd« 

The  Archbishop  of  Ctanatkuy  aaid,  that 
he  felt  it  impowible,  in  a  case  of  this  do« 
acription,   to  give  a  silent  vote.    In  his 
opinion,   the  intevosts   of  sounds  morals 
ironld  faavo  been  better  consulted  if  the 
general    meaaure  of  declaring  all  such 
marriages  void  bad  been  adopted :  bnt  as 
that  onfortunamly  did  not  succeed,  it  was 
at  least  fitting  to  consider  tbe  propriety 
of  introducing  such  a  clayae  at  this   In 
every  particular  case ;  and  sorely  in  this 
case  it  ought  not  to  be  dispensed  witb^  for 
how  could  there  be  a  case  which  called 
more  imperiously  for  auch  a  proviston} 
}le  uosted  it  would  never  be  his  lot  to 
meet  with  a  caso   where  such  a  clause 
would  be  more  properly  iutrodoeed.    If 
their  lordships  rejected  ii,  they  would  rum 
the  peace  of  families,  destrov  the  best  a& 
fectiena  of  the  honsan  mind,  and  poiseo 
the  very  sources  of  deasestic  security  and 
happiness.     He  concluded  by  declaring 
his  strong  sense  of  the  necessity  of  tbe 
clause. 

The  Earl  of  Ckamafwm  said,  that  notr 
withstanding  all  he  bad  heard,  be  atiU 
tboaght  that  such  n  general  measure  as 


rrow. 


BOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tkundoj^  JuH9  1.  . 
CoMMiTTan  ON  Tna  Statu  or  tkb  Law 
aaspscTiNo  tsb  Wbit  op  Habuas  Con* 
PUS. J    Mr.  Serjeant  On$U»»  rose,  in  puf- 
snanco  of  bis  notice,  to  move  for  tbe  ap» 
pointment  of  «  select  committee,  to  ii^ 
quire  into  the  itate  of  tbe  Law  respecting 
4he  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpae  ad  Sob)icieii** 
I  dum.'    The  bcA.  and  learned  gentleman 
said  he  made  this  motion  in  oensequence 
of  the   fate  of  .a  Bill  upon  this  subject 
which  bad  pas^d  through  that  House  in 
tbe   most   unanimous   manner,   but   the 
second  rending  of  which  was  postponed 
for  six  months  in  the  House  of  Lords,  the 
Bill    being    thereby    virtually   rejected* 
The  object  which  he  had  in  view,  in  intror 
ducing  tbe  Bill  or  jginally»  was  to  oomOt 
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certain  defects  which  be  ooocdTed  <6 
•iitt  10  the  law  respecting  wriu  of  Ha- 
beas Corpus,  as  it  at  present  existed.  The 
principal  defect  to  which  be  alloded;  was 
the  fact,  that  this  tnost  salotary  law  was» 
axcept  during  the  sittings  of  the  Conrts  at 
Westminster^  whoHy  nugatory;  persons 
who  might  be  onjostly  held  in  confine* 
uent,  at  any  other  period^  having  no 
means  of  redress^  Many  instances  of 
liardship  were  upon  record,  in  which  in- 
diTidoals  had  sofiered  from  this  circum- 
•tance,  and  it  was  for  the  porpose  of  hav* 
ing  these  occurrences  mrestigated  by 
Parliament,  so  that  a  propler  remedy 
might  be  suggested,  that  be  submitted  his 
present  motion.    He  conceived  that  some 

Srovision  might  be  made,  by  which  the 
odges,  during  erery  part  of  the  year, 
whether  in  term-  or  not,  should*  have  the 
power  of  deciding  upon  cases  in  which 
persons  complained  of  undue  impriion- 
nent:  in  all  matters  in  which  the  liberty 
l>f  tlie  subject  was  at  all  concei-ned,  he 
thought  it  was  the  duty  of  Parliament  to 
he  most  jealous.  The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  concluded  by  moving^  «« That 
m  Select  Committee  be  appointed  to  con« 
aider  of  the  state  of  the  Law  respecting 
the  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpna  ad  Subjtcien- 
4am,  and  to  report  their  opinion  thereon 
to  the  Hoose.'^ 

The  question  having  been  put  from  the 
Chair, 

The  Aumney  G^eiMra/ said^  he  should  not 
oppose  the  motion  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend ;  but  he  could  not  help  expressing  a 
doubt  of  the   practicability  of  carrying 
the  suggestion  which  he  had  thrown  out 
Into  ^fft*ct.    He  conceived  that  apprehen- 
sions would  be  entertained  without  doors, 
If  such  a  plan  were  adopted,  that  it  was 
intended  to  give  to  the  Jodgee  a  power  of 
too  extended  a  nature.     Indeed,  he  colild 
not  help  thinking,  that  such  an  inference 
Would  not  be  very  far  abort  of  the  truth ; 
for  \f  the  functions  of  the  Judges  were  so 
enlarged,  it  would  be  giving  to  one  judge 
the  power  of  trying  and  deciding  upon  a 
cause,  unrestrained  by  any  higher  aotbo- 
irity.    Ir  was  true,  that  now  and  then  a 
case  of  injoattce,  or  of  undue  imprison- 
ment, might  arise  under  the  law  as  it  was 
at    present    conttituled  ;    but    then    the 
parties  aggrieved  were  not  without  a  re- 
me'f  y.     If  it  were  poitftible  to  improve  the 
law  upon  this  subject,  he  should  be  most 
happy  in  lending  hi«  assistance  to  promote 
sooh  an  €t^.     He   saw  the   difficulties: 
however,  which  lay  in  the  way ;  imd  al» 


though  he  felt  no  disposition  to  oppose  hi« 
hon.  and  learned  friend's  motion,  he 
thought  it  incnmbeDt  on  fa«m  to  state,  that 
there  were  grave  grounds  of  difficulty 
existing. 

Mr.  Wyim  thought  this  was  a  subject 
which  called  for  the  serioos*  attention  of 
Parliament.    The  boo.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman who  had  spoken  last  seemed   to 
have  insinuated,  that  no  very  many  in* 
stances  had. occurred,  in  which  the  law  an 
it  existed  had  been  attended  with  ill  con- 
sequences.    If,  however,  no  instance  of 
the  sort  had  ever  occurred,  and  the  possi* 
btlity  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject  being 
infringed  only  exited,  be   thought  thai 
bare  possibility  would  be  sufficient  to  call 
upon  the  House  of  Commons  to  take  such 
measures  as  would  obviate  such  a  chance. 
It  bad  been  said  in  another  plaee,  with  re- 
ference  to   tho  BiU  which  had   already 
passed  the  House  upon  this  subfect,  that 
the  House  of  Commons  was  not  entitled 
to  mm^  respect  with  reference  to  any 
act  of  legislation  upon  such  subjects ;  and 
that  the  Bill  could  not  be  coitsidered  as  a 
welMigaated  measure.    He  would  abstain 
from  making  any  comment  opon  this  lan- 
guage, if  it  had  been  used,  and  would 
only  observe,  that  it  reflected  disgrace 
not  on  the  House  of  ComoHMis,  but  on 
the  peisoB  who  had  brmi^t  forward  an 
objectionof  such  a  nature. 

The  moUon  was  then  agreed  to,  and  a 
committee  appointed  acceidingly. 


Bathino  in  thx  Tbamvs.]  Mr.  Wynmf 
in  pursuance  of  his  notice,  rose  to  move 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  repealing  a 
clause  in  the  Thames  Police  Act  prohi- 
bttnig  persons  from  bathing  in  the  river 
Thames,  from  the  East  India  Docks  to 
Batteraea-bridge,  after  the  hour  of  seven 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  before  the 
close  of  day.  He  obwrved  that,  upon 
reading  over  the  Bill  in  question,  he  was 
never  so  much  surprised  as  in  meeting 
this  clause,  for,  from  the  code  of  the  Bil^ 
it  appeared  to  be  an  Act  *«  for  the  more 
efiectuai  prevention  of  depredations  on 
the  river  Thames/'  There  was  not  ene 
word  stated  about  bathing,  nor  did  he  be- 
lieve the  House  in  general  were  at  all 
aware  that  it  contained  such  a  clause  as 
that  to  which  be  referred.  Thii  Bill  was 
introduced  to  the  House  on  the- 81st  of 
Joly  last,  at  the  close  of  the  session ;  it 
had  never  been  printed,  and,  in  fact,  its 
contents  were  little,  if  at  all  known.  The 
clause  in  question,  and  which  he  trosted 


tli«  Hmm  woM  agree  with  him  in  re- 
peeliogt  geve  to  the  magietratet  appoint- 
•d  to  Mpenntead  the  police  of  the  TlMiaief, 
0  power  to  iieoe  noticea*  forhiddiag  per- 
sons to  tMtbe  wiihin  the  boors  and « the 
district  which  l|a  had  menUoned,  and  to 
fine  any  indiridiiais  who.  shonld  be  fbniid 
o^nding  egunst  soch  orders.  He  appro* 
heoded,  that  by  the  common  law  of  the 
land,  any  indecent  exposure  of  a  man's 
person^  whether  on  land  or  water*  was  a 
puttishablo  offflace  ;  and  consequently  it 
was  not  necessary,  osersly  for  the  purpose 
of  prerenting  soch  a  practice,  that  any 
BOW  law  should  be  enacted.  He  knew 
not,  indeed,  opoo  what  principle  the 
House  could  be  called  upon  to  deprive 
the  community  at  large  of  a  comfort, 
which  Im  considered  Iwthing  to  be,  so 
long  as  it  could  be  enjoyed  without  incon- 
venience to  the  public.  The  practice 
was,  in  fact,  in  this  great  metropolis,  es- 
sential to  the  preservation  of  health}  and 
lor  his  own  part,  he  folt  more  satisfaction 
IB  witnessing  such  amusements  than  in 
any  other,  because  the  persons  who  were 
purtlcipating  in  them,  were  attamiog  a 
Jcnowledge  which  might  operate  not  alone 
as  a  safeguard  against  danger  to  them- 
eelvos»  but  as  a  safeguard  for  the  lives  of 
their  fellow-citixens,  who  might  not  have 
ucqutred  the  same  art.  He  would  ask, 
were  the  Wostmioster  boys,  who  bad  hi- 
therto enjoyed  this  recreation  without 
comment,  and  who  were  to  be  seen 
throughout  the  summer  stripping  on  the 
banks'of  the  Thames,  to  be  stopped  all  at 
once  from  this  source  of  health  ?  lo  fo- 
reign countries,  so  important  was  the  art 
of  swimmine  considered,  that  schooli 
were  established  for  its  encouragement; 
and  its  usefulnem  was.  so  manifest,  that 
any  gentleman  who  for  one  moment  con- 
sidered the  subject,  would,  he  was  sore, 
agree  with  him  in  thinking  the  clause  in 
question,  wfiich  had  nothing  in  the  world 
to  do  with  tbe  Bill  into  which  it  had  been 
introduced,  ought  to  be  repealed.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  this  was  one  of  those 
melancholy  evils  which  resulted  from  an 
itch  for  legislating  which  prevailed  in  the 
subordinate  offices  of  tbe  State.  The  hon. 
gentleman  concluded  by  moving,  *'  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeid  so  much 
of  the  Thames  Police  Act  as  relates  to  the 
Bathing  in  the  Thames."   • 

Mr.  Addngkm  said,  it  was  not  bis  in- 
tention to  oppose  the  motion;  but  he 
begged  leave  to  say  a  few  ifords,  explain- 
ing the  reason  nfMw  which  the  clause  bad 
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been  intrednced  into  tho  BHI.  Several 
applications  had,  from  time  to  tim^,  been 
made  to  tbe  office  in  which  he  had  the 
honour  to  act,  by  persons  in  a  most  re- 
spectable rank  in  lim,  complaining  of  this 
custom  of  bathing  having  lately  been 
carried  on  in  divers  paru  o?  tbe-river  side 
to  such  a  height,'  that  it  had  become  an 
absolute  nuisance  ind  annoyance  not  only 
to  their  individual  families,  but  to  the 
public.  These  applications  had  induced 
him  to  give  a  sanction  to  the  clause,  not 
to  prohibit  bathing,  as  the  hon.  gentle- 
man had  represented,  but  to  give  discre* 
tionary  power  to  magistrates  to  punish 
indecency,  carried  to  the  height  which 
had  been  complained  of|  by  giving  notice 
that  in  any  places  where  persons  were 
guilty  of  a  nuisance  in  the  act  of  bathing, 
they  would  be  punished.  He  did  nor, 
however,  object  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  fFyim  ssid  tbe  notices  were  general, 
and  extended  from  Blackwall  to  Battersea. 

Sir  Jokn  Netopori  objected  to  arming  the 
magistrates  of  the  city  with  such  a  power 
as  the  present  law  gave  them.  He  knew 
not  why  persons  were  to  be  deprived  of 
the  exercise  of  an  amusement  so  salutary 
as  that  which  bad  been  alluded  to  by  his 
hon.  friend,  and  had  only  to  lament  that . 
the  Bill  in  question  had  been  introduced 
into  the  muse  at  soch  a  period  of  tho 
session  as  deprived  the  members  of  the 
opportunity  of  giving  it  due  consideration. 

Mr.  Jfarsey  said,  be  would  not  oppose 
the  motion  in  its  present  stage ;  hot  as  he 
lived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Thames, 
he  had  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the 
disgraceful  scenes  which  were  presented 
to  the  public,  and  which,  in  his  estima- 
tion, loudly  called  for  the  interference  of 
the  Legislatore.  Some  measure  was  cer- 
tainly necesssry  to  correct  this  evil ;  and 
he  trusted,  if  the  hon.  gentleman  pro- 
posed* to  repeal  one  clause,  he  would 
suggest  another,  which  would  at  least 
secure  the  public  from  a  repetition  of  the 
nuisance  to  which  he  had  alluded. 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

AMBaicAM  Slaybs.]  Mr.  Homer  said,' 
that  during  the  progress  of  the  negocia- 
tions  at  Ghent,  he  had  pot  a  question  to 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  the 
purpose  of  learning  from  him  what  infor- 
mation was  possessed  by  Government  on 
tho  subject  of  certain  allegations  made  by 
tho  Government  of  the  United  States,  re- 
specting the  mode  in  which  the  war  had 
been  conducted  ia  America.    It  had  been 
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INiblidy  iMfd,  Ikal  weliad  by  proeW 
iMilioD  UimptMl  lh«  >!•▼••  to  ruo  awty 
from  their  noalon ;  aod  that  after  tbey 
bad  sought  the  proloction  of  the  British 
foroeoi  wo  had  soM  them  again  as  slaves. 
The  right  boD.  gentleman  had  slated  at 
the  time  his  conviction  that  there  was  no 
foundation  whatever  for  the  stateasentp 
bot  that  ho  woold  immediately  set  on  foot 
an  ioqairy  into  the  subject  He  was  ex« 
Iremely  anxious  that  this  matter  should  be 
cleared  up.  It  had  not  only  been  as» 
sorted  in  a  message  to  Congress*  by  the 
American  Secretary  of  State,  but  it  was 
also  said  that  the  documents  on  which  the 
statement  resud  had  been  sent  to  the 
commimioners  at  Ghent*  for  the  purpose 
of  being  communicated*  if  necessary*  to 
the  commissioners  of  this  country.  He 
should  be  happy  if  ministers  could  now 
give  a  denial  to  the  whole  of  the  charge. 
Mr.  Gottiteni  said*  that  immediately 
after  this  charge  was  made  known  to  himt 
be  had  addressed  a  note  to  the  American 
plenipotentiaries*  requesting  them*  as  the 
abolition  of  the  Slave* trade  was  a  point 
on  which  they  were  equally  interested 
with  this  country*  to  communicate  the 
evidence  of  which  they  were  in  possession* 
that  it  might  be  in  oor  power  to  briog  our 
officers*  if  guilty*  to  punishment.  It  did 
so  happen  that  the  American  ministers 
did  not  think  themselves  justified  in  com* 
municating  the  information  with  which 
Ihey  were  fornished.  But  at  the  same 
time*  in  a  conversation  with  one  of  the 
.gentlemen*  be  had  expressed  his  willing- 
ness to  furnish  him  (Mr.  Goulburn)  with 
the  information  on  which  the  charge  was 
founded;  and  he  had  the  satisfaction  of 
learning*  that  it  rested  on  the  affidavit  of 
a  single  individual*  who  swora  that  he 
knew  of  a  slave  having  been  carried  in  an 
English  ship  of  war  into  the  Bahamas* 
whom  he  saw  afterwards  sold  to  an  indi* 
vidual  there ;  and  that  he  had  heard  that 
this  was  a  constant  practice.  As  this 
affidavit  contained  the  name  of  the  indi* 
vidual  to  whom  the  slave  was  alleged  to 
have  been  sold*  and  other  particulars*  it 
became  an  eaay  matter  to  asooruin  the 
troth  of  the  charge ;  and  instrnctions  had 
immediately  boon  $ent  to  the  governor  of 
Ibe  Bahamas*  to  toquiro  into  the  whole 
circumstances  of  the  ease.  An  answer 
had  not  yet  been  received,  tbongh  they 
were  in  daily  expectation  of  one;  bot 
before  the  House  should  separate*  he  ex- 
pected to  have  it  in  his  power  to  lalisfy 
them  on  this  iat(|ect» 


Mr.  Jbnuf  expressed  bioisetf  saliAsd 
with  the  conrio  of  conduct  which  bml 
boon  porsuod.  It  gaio  him  the  eiocotcni 
pleasure  to  loam  that  a  charge  of  oo 
serious  a  nature*  aActingiha  character  of 
the  army  and  the  oonntry*  reeled  on  an 
slight  a  foundation. 

Ktw  PosT*OfncB  BtLt.]  Sir  Jansno 
Shaw  appeared  at  the  bar  with  the  report 
of  the  Post-office  Bill*  which  ho  waa  pro* 
ceoding  to  bring  up*  when  the  Speaker 
informed  him  that  the  qaastion  was  nol 
yet  pot. 

Mr.  Jtkins  fVrigki  said*  be  sbaold  ob* 
ject  to  this  report  being  received  at  all* 
He  could  not  consent  to  impose  any  ad« 
diiional  burthens  on  the  pubhc«  onlese 
there  was  an  absolute  necessity  for  such  a 
proceeding;  and  as  be  was  not  satisfied 
that  the  erection  of  a  new  Post-office  waa 
indispensable*  he  should  oppose  the  ap« 
propriatkm  of  the  public  money  to  such 
an  object.  The  business  of  the  Post* 
office  was  at  present  carried  on  with  the 
greatest  degree  of  celerity ;  and  for  hia 
own  part*  be  saw  no  necemity  for  altera* 
tion.  It  was  possible*  that  ailvanugeooa 
alterations  might  be  made^  but  thosn 
ought  to  be  postponed  to  a  convenient 
season* 

Mr.  W.  SnM  ot^ected  to  the  situation 
in  which  it  was  proposed  to  piaee  the 
new  Post-dffice*  as  it  would  bo  in  the  way 
of  the  greatest  improvement  that  coold  be 
made  in  the  metropolis*  that  of  making  a 
street  strait  from  Blackfriarsobridge  (by 
removing  Fleet-market)  to  the  northern 
road.  He  could  not  approve  of  expend* 
ing  900*000^  on  a  new  Post-office*  while 
Someraet-hottse  remained  in  an  onfioished 
state.  If  the  works  there  were  completod* 
he  thought  it  possible  room  might  bo 
found  for  the  Post-office.  Some  altera- 
tion in  ,the  Post-office^  ho  adaaitted*  ought 
to  be  made. 

Mr.  Barclay  opposed  the  bringing  op 
the  Report*  from  an  unwiUingnese  to  voto 
away  the  public  money*  on  works  of  mero 
ornament  rnr  magnincenco*  wbiUt  the 
country  was  burtlMned  with  rnch  heavy 
impositions.  To  erect  such  a  building  aa 
that  proposed  in  the  centra  of  a  sofiering 
population*  would  carry*  in  his  opintosit 
the  appearance  of  an  Insult  on  the  dificolt 
circumstances  to  which  an  nnavnidabia 
war  had  reduced  them.  He  had  heatfd  of 
the  liberality  of  tlie  Gty*  bnt  bo  conCoased 
he  couM  son  very  little  of  it  in  this  affair. 

Mr.  AMeimaaiMMs  dffendnd  tha  picK 
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poied  improvemeiit,  and  the  manner  ifl 
which  part  of  the  expense  was  to  be  met 
by  the  city  of  London. 

Mr.  Gcrdom  tatd,  the  som  offered  by  the 
city  of  Lohdon  wat  «  delation.  In  point 
cf  fact,  the  city  would  not  pay  more  than 
12,000/.  towards  the  ondenaking,  while 
they  threw  a  considerabfe  barthen  on  the 
neighbouring  counties. 

Mr.  Froiheroe  thooght  the  im^roremenl 
contemplated  the  most  economical  plan 
that  could  be  acted  upon. 

Mr.  Banket  lamented*  that  it  bad  been 
deemed  necessary  to  introduce  this  Bill 
tt  the  present  moment,  when  the  nation 
was  so  heavily  burthened.  At  any  rate 
he  thooght  the  House  was  not  yet  suffi- 
ciently informed  upon  the  subject,  and 
that  it  ought  to  be  postponed  until  next 
year.  He  believed  that  a  trifling  addition 
to  the  present  Post-office  would  be  quite 
adequate  for  the  presimt  purposes.  He 
adverted  to  several  unnecessary  expenses 
in  public  buildings,  particularly  at  the 
1Van8port*office  in  cannon- row,  which 
was  ornamented  by  a  colonade  of  Ionic 
pHlars  and  a  basement  story  of  Portland 
stone.  The  Mint,  also,  after  300,000/.  had 
been  expended  on  it,  and  eighteen  private 
houses  erected  within  its  walls,  it  appeared, 
wanted  a  still  farther  sum  to  increase  its 
pnblic  offices.  From  thus  considering  the 
expenditure  of  the  country,  he  felt  a  de- 
cided objection  to  the  adoption  of  a 
measure  like  the  present,  which  at  all 
events  he  thought  it  would  be  well  to 
postpone.  With  this  view  he  would  pro- 
pose as  an  amendment,  '*  That  the  Report 
pe  received  that  day  three  months." 

Mr,  Loekhan  supported  the  amend- 
ment, on  the  grounds,  that  the  pressure  of 
the  times  required  m  strict  attention  to 
public  economy.  Besides,  If  means  were 
necessary  for  a  purpose  of  great  local  im* 
provement,  why  not  draw  them  from  some 
of  those  great  city  funds,  the  application 
of  which  had  been,  from  a  variety  of 
causes,  diverted  from  the  original  intention 
of  the  donors }  For  instance,  large  sums 
were  appropriated  for  the  reidemption  of 
Christian  captives  in  Algiers,  and  he  had 
not  ef  lato  3rears  heani  that  any  such 
persons  had  been  so  released.  If  a  liberal 
^ntribution  were  called  for,  why  not 
afford  It  from  some  part  of  this  local 
pvTse,  which  would  be  particularly  aug- 
mented by  the  adoption  of  the.  measure, 
Wistead  of  drawing  it  from  the  public, 
iKider  the  present  state  of  the  country  f 

Mr.  Jfolm^  Su0mcr  was  of  opinion,  that 


if  a  new  post-office  must  be  erected,  there 
could  be  no  better  spot  chosen  than 
Somerset-house,  in  whicn  case  that  build- 
ing could  be  put  in  a  state  of  architectural 
completion.  Much  hsd  been  said  of  the 
onwoolesome  nature  of  the  situations  In 
which  the  present  office  was  compelled  to 
transact  Its  business ;  and  yet  when  Mr.  . 
Preelingwas  examined  upon  this  point,  ho 
admitted  that  no  argument  in  favour  of  the 
alteration  could  be  drawn  from  the  existing 
state  of  health  of  those  who  were  employ  ea 
in  the  yariouR  departments.  The  hon.  mem-* 
her  then  took  a  review  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  city  of  London,  when  they  caused  th« 
London-bridge  toll  to  be  Uken  from  their  * 
own  backs,  and  placed  on  those  of  their 
neighbours,  and  maintained,  that  at  a  mo« 
ment  when  five  million  of  subsidy  waf 
about  to  be  transmitted  for  the  common 
defence  of  the  country,  such  a  principle 
of  local  taxation  as  that  which  the  pre- 
sent measure  imposed,  ought  not  to  be  ad- 
mitted. Nearly  1,000,000/.  had  already 
been  drawn  from  the  public  for  such  pur- 
poses ;  there  was  500,000/.  for  new  streets. 
9  or  400,000/.  for  this  post-office,  35,000/, 
for  a  penitentiary- house,  and  30,000/.  for 
the  colonade  in  Cannon-row.  The  aggre« 
gate  of  these  sums  would  be  sufficient  for 
a  two-months  subsidy  at  least,  and  there 
were  moments  when  the  ready  payment 
of  such  a  sum  would  probably  terminate  a 
campaign,  which  otherwise  would  be  in- 
complete. He  was  therefore  decidedly 
hostile  to  the  measure. 

The  (^ancellar  qfthe  Exckeauer  said,  that 
if  he  had  thought  it  possible  to  save  the 
money  that  would  be  expended  in  the 
erection  of  a  new  post-office,  in  his  re- 
sponsible situation  he  should  have  beeti 
most  anxious  to  do  so;  but  after  th^ 
fullest  inquiry,  and  the  most  patient  exa- 
mination of  witnesses,  he  had  been  re- 
luctantly compelled  to  decide  in  favour  of 
the  measure.  The  sum  expended  on  this 
post-office  would  repay  itself  in  a  very 
short  time,  and  there  seemed  a  great  pro- 
bability, that  by  the  arrangements  which 
the  new  building  would  facilitate,  an  in- 
crease in  the  revenue  of  50,000/.  would, 
at  no  great  distance  of  time,  take  place. 
On  the  ground  of  public  economy,  there- 
fore, the  measure  was  justified.  As  to 
the  application  of  the  local  fund  at  the 
disposal  of  the  city  of  London,  it  was  but 
fair  that  the  local  improvement  should  be 
paid  for  out  of  the  local  fund.  The  public^ 
who  would  receive  the  greatest  benelit» 
would  contribute  the  largest  share^  and 
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the  city  of  l4>fidon  woald  oontribtite  Ihit 
profX>rtion  which  was  a  fair  compensa- 
tion for  the  benefit  it  wonld  receive  from 
the  improvement  in  point  of  convenience 
end  appearance,  from  opening  an  avenae 
an  that  part  of  the  town  where  the  office 
was  io  be  built.  A  further  delay  would, 
much  enhance  the  expense  of  purchasing 
the  site»  and  the  public  would  pay  at  ■ 
most  ruinous  rate  of  interest  for  the  saving 
which  might  be  occasioned  by  that  delay. 
An  objection  had  been  made  to  the  appli- 
cation of  money  from  the  Orphans'  Fund; 
but  that  fund,  whatever  was-  its  ortgini 
was  at  present  to  be  regarded  in  no  other 
]ight  than  any  other  IocaI  fund ;  many  of 
the  same  nature  existed  in  the  ports  of  the 
kingdom  :  the  duty  by  which  it  was  sup- 
plied, sixpence  on  the  chaldron  of  coals 
brought  into  the  port  of  London,  was 
scarcely  felt:  a  proof  of  which  was,  that 
no  one  had  experienced  any  benefit  from 
the  repeal  of  the  war-duty  to  a  much  U^ger 
amount,  viz.  3«.  a  chaldron*  As  the  post- 
office  must  be  rebuilt,  and  as  no  equally 
good  situation  could  be  found,  he  thought 
the  House  bad  strong  reasons  for  agreeing 
to  the  Report. 

Mr.  Ro§e  said,  that  in  the  opinion  which 
he  gave,  he  was  entirely  guided  by 
.  the  previous  recommendation  of  the  com- 
mittees which  had  sat  on  the  subject.  If 
the  present  post-office  was  decided  to  be 
inadequate  for  its  uses,  the  balance  of  ex- 
pense between  its  enlargement  and  the 
erection  of  a  new  one,  was,  in  his  opinion, 
Sn  favour  of  the  latter,  from  the  many  ad- 
vantages which  it  enabraced. 

Mr.  Browne  defended  ti)e  decision  of 
both  committees,  which  had  fully  entered 
upon  every  consideration  relative  to  this 
.question,  although  tbey^  had  heard  every 
thing  which  was  pertinaciously  urged  in 
opposition  by  the  hon.  gentleman  near 
him  (Mr.  Sumner),  and  also  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Taunton  (Mr.  Baring),  who 
he  supposed  had  altered  liis  opinion  on 
the  subject,  as  he  nb  longer  persevered  in 
bis  opposition. 

The  House  divided,  when  the  numbers 
were : — For  receiving  the  Report,  56  ; 
.  Against  it,  16: — Majority  4Q.  On  the 
motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, the  Report  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ceived on  Monday  next.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  then  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  the  House  resolving  itself 
into  a  committee  of  supply.  In  the  com- 
mittee, the  right  hon.  gentleman  moved, 
'J  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding  240,Q00/.  be 
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advanced  from  time  to  time  out  of  the  re« 
venue  of  the  Post-office  of  Great  Britain* 
for  defraying  the  expense  of  providing  tk 
site  for  a  new  Post-office,  and  making 
proper  avenues  thereto;  one  third  part 
whereof  shall  be  repaid  to  the  said  reve- 
nue from  the  Orphans'  Fund." 

Mr.  Gordon  observed^  that  some  deIo« 
sion  must  have  been  practised  on  the 
Hottse«  as  it  was  understood  that  the  whole 
expense  to  the  public,  both  for  the  par- 
chase  of  the  ground  and  the  erection  of 
the  building,  was  to  be  24O,0p(V. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exckequer  observed* 
that  there  was  a  deduction  made  in  the 
estimate  on  account  of  the  value  of  the 
present  Post-office  materials^  and  -the 
ground  on  which  it  stood. 

Mr.  if.  Sumner  thought  it  should  be 
distinctly  understood,  before  the  House 
voted  a  large  sum  for  clearing  the  groond* 
what  was  to  be  the  building  to  be  erected 
on  it.  No  plan  had  been  before  the  com* 
mittee  of  the  upper  stories  of  the  building; 
and  he  much  suspected  that  those  parte 
would  be  occupied  with  apartmenta  for 
the  officers,  which,  besides  being  an  indi- 
rect increase  of  their  salaries,  would  by 
augmenting  the  number  of  residents  in* 
crease  the  danger  of  fire.  . 

Mr.  Grenfetl  read  a  part  of  the  Report, 
which  distinctly  stated  that  the  whole 
expense  to  the  public  would  be  only 
240,000/.  both  for  the  site  and  building 
of  the  new  Post-offic;^. 

Mr.  Banket  observed,  that  such  would 
be  the  amount  (it  waa  true)  of  the  ultimate 
expense  ;  but  in  the  mean  time  the  pur- 
chase-money must  be  provided,  which 
would  be  reduced  by  the  reaale  of  part 
of  the  ground,  by  the  contribution  from 
the  Orphans'  Fund,  and  the  value  of  the 
old  Post-office. 

Mr.  Gordon  urged  the  propriety  of 
building  the  Post-office  at  Somerset- 
house,  where  there  was  sufficient  ground 
already  in  the  hands  of  Government. 

Mr.  fVrouesley  thought  the  space  vacant 
at  Somerset-house  would  be  quite  inade- 
quate to  the  extent  of  the  building  re- 
quired. 

Mr.  H.  Sumner,  on  the  ground  that  the 
sum  of  240,000/.  would  not  be  required 
till  the  exact  extent  of  the  building  to 
be  erected  wsb  determined  on,  proposed 
an  amendment,  that  the  sum  of  100,000/. 
be  voted  for  the  purpose  above  n^ntioned. 

Mr.  liuticrworih  observed,  that  the  sum 
of  240,000/.  would  be  paid,  not  ail  at 
once,  but  by  instalments. 
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After  m  few  wotdi  from  Mr.  ToU 
CneWf  Mr.  H.  Somner,  and  Mr.  P.  Gren- 
fell,  tbo  imemlmebt  was  negatived^  and 
tkt  origiBsl  grant  wai  carried. 

The  GloacW/or  qf  ike  Bxekequer  next 
propoted.  tbai  the  paritb  in  which  th^  new 
Potl-oflice  ii  to  he  erected  shail  be  com- 
pensated ont  of  the  revenae  of  the  Post« 
office,  for  the  dimtnotion  of  parochial  and 
other  rates,  for  pating,  lighting*  &c. 
which  BMiy  he  oecasion«d  by  the  houses 
to  be  polled  down. 

This  propositioti  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
CaWert,  Gordon,  Somner,  Grenfell,  and 
sir  M.  Wood,  on  these  ground :— ihat  no 
estimate  of  the  amount  of  the  proposed 
•ompensalioB  was  presented  ;  that  In  fact 
no  indemnity  was  doe  for  poor's-rates, 
becaose  as  the  houses  were  to  be  talren 
down,  if  the  amount  of  the  poor's^rates 
were  reduced,  there  would  be  alio  a  pro- 
portionaDy  diminished  claim  upon  those 
poor's^rates  in  consequence  of  the  reduced 
population ;  and  also  that  there  was  no  pre- 
•edent  for  such  claims ;  nothing  of  the 
kind  hafing  been  ever  suggested  in  West- 
nrinster,  upon  the  remoTOl  of  so  many 
streets  to  make  room  for  the  recent  im« 
proTemenu.^-The  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer argued  on  the  other  side,  that  it 
would  be  unfair  to  allow  the  funds  of  a 
particular  district  to  suffer  a  severe  loss, 
by  the  creation  of  an  esublishinent  for  the 
public  good,  and  that  there  was  a  prece- 
dent for  this  proposition  in  the  case  of  the 
new  gaol  of  the  City.»»A  division  took 
plsiee:  For  the  motion,  52;  Against  it, 
21 8  Majority,  Si. 

CflAPBt  EzEMrrioM  Bill,]  On  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
the  Bill  **  to  exempt  churches,  chapelS| 
and  other  places  of  religious  Worship  from 
parochial  rateti''  was  recommitted. 

Mr.  HVoMeiley  said,  it  was  his  intention 
to  propose  a  claose,  that  no  chapels  which 
should  be  built  hereafter,  should  be  ex- 
empted from  the  payment  of  parochial 
rates»  unless  in  every  chapel  a  certain 
number  of  free  seats  were  provided,  pro- 
portioned to  the  sisn  of  the  chapel. 

General  TAonuon  was  extremely  averse 
to  giving  patronage  to  dissenters  :  he  coo- 
aidered  that  the  Bill  would  be  injurious 
both  to  Church  and  State.  He  then  moved 
to  leave  out  the  worda  'meetini^-'houses,' 
and  to  insert  in  their  stead,  « chapels  ac- 
cording to  the  established  religion.' 

Mr.  H.  Mrnim  begged  to  know  whether 
the  hon#  general  meant  that  cbapds  not 
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conforming  to  the  establiehed  teligieo, 
should  be  subject  to  the  payment  of  poor^ 
rates } 

General  Tkonum  said,  he  bfajected  fO 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  and  would  oppose 
it  in  every  stage.  He  had  a  great  disNka 
to  the  levelling  system,  and  thought  it  im- 
properto  throw  aoditional  rates  on  parishes; 
The  Bill  was^brought  in  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer;  but  he  hoped  it  waanot 
a  measure  of  administration.  He  was  not 
for  giving  such  enoouragement  to  dissens* 
era,  by  making  the  persons  of  the  esta- 
blished church  pay  for  the  rates  of  meet- 
ing-houses. It  would  be  much  better  to 
throw  them  on  the  public. 

Mr.  Martin  said,  that  if  such  were  the 
sentiments  of  the  hon.  general,  he  ought 
to  have  opposed  the  introduction  of  the 
Bill 

Mr.  Serjeant  OasJbip  observed,  that  there 
never  was  an  amendment  more  hostile  to 
the  principles  of  a  Bill.  He  perfectly 
affreed  with  the  opinions  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  thanked  him  for 
bringing  the  Bill  forwsrd.  If  the  hon. 
general  meant  to  make  the  Bill  ridiculous, 
he  was  perfectly  right  in  proposing  his 
amendment ;  but  he  hoped  he  would  stand 
single. 

Mr.  Frothiroi  supported  the  Bill,  as  ho 
thought  it  would  remove  a  very  galling 
distinction  now  subsisting  between  two 
classes  of  the  community. 

Tl^e  Chmtotlhr  qftht  BstAefur  defended 
the  introduction  of  the  Bill  as  relieving  a 
number  of  meritorious  indifiduals  frona 
considerable  vexations,  and  by  no  means 
infringing  upon  any  parochial  privitegea. 
At  the  same  time  he  did  not  wish  to  bo 
considered' as  giving  any  other  weight  to 
the  measure  than  what  it  might  justly  de« 
rive  froni  its  own  merits. 

Mr.  Damet  Giddy  considered  the  Bill  a 
matter  of  conciliation,  and  that  it  ought  to 
be  adopted.  He  observed,  that  the  ratea 
arising  from  placea  of  worship  were  incon- 
siderable. 

General  ThamUm  stated,  that  in  one 
parish,  that  of  St.  George's,  Hanover-square, 
the amolintwas  151^  ISs.  4d.  Hedidnotat 
all  desire  to  infringe  on  the  Toleration  Act, 
but  he  thought  this  Bill  extremely  inju- 
rious to  the  established  religion. 

Mr.  Banket  observed,  that  as  many  cha- 
pels were  built  in  the  west  eod  of  the  town, 
on  speculation,,  and  for  the  sake  of  profit, 
it  was  perfectly  just  to  compel  the  payment 
of  rates.  If  those  parochial  rateit  ^ere  not 
enforced,  it  would  be  putting  so  much  the 
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inoN  moDiv  in  ihe  podiilt  of  th«  propnc- 
lorik  H«  UMMiglii  HM  Ihe  «l«Md  to  be  in* 
irodoced  by  the  hon.  gentiemen  (Mr. 
WtMietfey)  nspeeikig  free  fe«ta»  •haold 
*  not  be  j^ffotpictiYe  ooly^  but  eke  letro* 
•pcdire* 

Mr.  Seijeeat  Oufaw  wet  e  slroiig  friend 
to  lh«£stebliebed Chorch»  but  he  coald  not 
kek  eo  thk  Bill  in  the  1^  in  wbi«h 
f  one  gentlemeo  bid  viewed  it  As  to  Arte 
ieet%  be  pirfestly  egreed  wt.th  the  clettie 
which  the  hon.  neoiber  wee  eboot  to 
propose* 

Geoerel  Thomten^s  emendssent  wes 
lheepat«  and  r^ected.  Mr.  Wroitosley 
then  broogbtnp  his  olmese»  which  wes  car- 
ried. Genferel  Thornton  next  mo? ed»  that 
the  #offd8  *  or  for  the  gratoiloes  instruc* 
tion  of  the  poor/  should  be  ooiitted.  After 
a  few  words  from  the  Chancellor  of,  the 
EKcbeqeer*  Mr.  Martio,  and  general 
Thornton,  the  motion  was  pet,  and  negn* 
lived.  The  report  was  then  brought  op^ 
and  ordered  to  be  taken  into  fortber  con* 
siderelton  on  Monday. 

FORXIOII   SOLDtBRS  BNLMTMBVT   BiLU] 

•—The  order  of  the  d  sy  being  read,  for  Uliing 
into  farther  consideration  liie  Report  frani 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  Hoose^  on  the 
Btll  "  to  continue  two  Aou  of  his  present 
Majesty,  for  enabling  Sobjecu  of  Foreign 
Sutea  to  enlist  and  serve  as  Soldiers  in  his 
Majesty's  service,  and  to  enable  bis  Ma- 
jesty to  greni  Commissions  to  Solijeeu  of 
Foreign  States  to  serve  as  OflBcois,  nndar 
eertein  rcstridioBs^" 

Lord  FoUKiimm  observed,  that  the  pre* 
sent  Bill  was  one  of  the  most  serious  im* 
portance,  considered  In  a  constitetionel 
point  of  view»  as  ita  object  was  to  admit 
16»OO0  foreign  soldiers^  ^commended  by 
foreign  officers,  into  the  kingdom*  The 
Bill  likewise  diftred  from  the  former, 
masmuoh  as  the  prseent  eothorieed  the  in* 
Irodection  of  sueh  a  levee  durinc  any  war, 
lehile  the  former  limited  it  to  that  daring 
which  it  had  been  enacted.  But,  not  setls- 
fied  with  admitting  these  foreignem  into 
the  kingdom,  to  esyey  rank  within  their 
knmediete  corps,  the  Oovemflsenl  had 
given  them  commimiens  in  the  English 
ermy,  and  had  advanced  them  to  the  rank 
of  generals  commanding  brigades  and  dis- 
tricts. On  what  priniciple  wee  it,  that 
win le  Englishmen  of  reek  end  fottune  were 
prevented  by  the  roles  of  she  service  from> 
arriving  so  saddenly  et  the  heed  of  the 
ermy,  these  foreigners  shoeid  be  esmmpt 
from  their  operetioB;  end,  having  entered 
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the  ierviee  as  Ueutenent-colonels,  be  ad- 
vanced to  the  rank  of  generals?  As  the 
commenoement  of  the  French  Bevolotie% 
private  persons  were  permitted  to  raise 
regiments,  in  which  they  held  the  tempo- 
rary rank  of  oelonelsi  hot  were  at  the  soom 
time  prescinded  from  the  possibility  of  pro- 
nM>tton«  in  conse^nence  of  the  nature  of 
their  commissions.    Among  others  he  no* 
tioed  lords  Uxbridgs^  Cieveo,  and  Lyne* 
dock»  each  of  whom  was  compelled  lo 
resign  his  temporary  commission,  entering 
the  service  de  nseo,  and  passing  through  the 
regular  gredationsb  in  order  to  obtain  the 
eapabiliiy  they   before   wanted.     From 
tbu  necessity  the  German  officers  were 
exempted,  while  our  own  were  oompelied 
to  submit.    Sisteen  Germans  were  now 
generals  incur  service,  which  be  conceived 
a  great  hardship  to  British  officers.    On 
the  late  regulations  with  regard  to  the 
Order  of  the  Bath,  ten  Grand  Crosses  were 
reserved  for  foreign  officers  in  our  service* 
The  present  Bill  he  conceived  to  be  con* 
trary  to  the  Act  of  Settlement,  and  he 
would  therefore  move,  *^  That  the  Report 
be  taken  into  consideration  that  day  three 
montiis.'' 

.  Lord  lUfMrtfonthouglittheHoese would 
hardly  entertain  the  noble  lord's  proposi* 
tion,  which  went  to  cut  off  120,000  men 
from  our  army,  at  the  very  moment  when 
the  country  was  again  at  war.  As  to  the 
other  observations  of  the  noble  lord,  it 
would  be  very  hard  if  the  German  officeia 
in  our  service  were  to  lose  that  rank  in 
peaee,  which  they  had  merited  by  their 
conduct  in  war. 

Mr.  M,  Martin  thought  it  rather  alarm* 
ing  for  the  House  to  beer,  that  at  no  period, 
even  of  peace,  these  foreign  officers  woekl 
cense  to  belong  to  the  British  army. 

Lord  PelMSffMe  explained,  thai  all  thai 
was  meant  by  this  Bill,  wa^  to  oontinoe  the 
services  of  German  officets,  es  we  were  now 
et  war.  The  Act  was  iionted  to  the  re« 
torn  of  peace. 

Lord  Folkestone's  motion  wns  then  pet, 
and  negatived.  Several  clauses  wero  in* 
troduced  into  the  Bill,  which  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time  to-marrow* 
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larl  iwacpe,  airer  adveicing  tolhedis- 
ONHon  which  bid  token  pioce  relative  to 
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mrlakk  damet  iolbB  Bill,  •tpMwlly  «be 
okoiM  4i«ela«4ttg«iif  OMirritge  belwectt  the 
•fibnding  ptriM  illegal*  nAd,  tbat  be  bed 
aheugbi  k  neti  fyroper  to  refrata  fran 
takfegaay  pert  m  ibet  diieewiee,  becewe, 
at  it  had  been  eiaaftecl  tbat  tbe  eaae  was 
eireedy  provided  for  by  leir»  be  conceifed 
it  weold  be  right  preTioesljr  to  esaaiioe 
bovr  tbe  matter  stood.  He  now  leoad  tbet 
tbere  was  such  a  lew»— en  Aet,'  M  Henry 
%,  by  whkb  aoch  e  marriage  waa  in  efieet 
declered  illegal.  If  tbat  was  the  case,  tbe 
cleese  on  tbat  poim  in  ^  Bill  was  im- 
proper ;  becanse,  in  the  firat  place,  it  wes 
useraas ;  and  in  tbe  next  place,  becaose  lo 
declare  tbat  to  be  few  which  was  already 
clearly  so,  only  weakened  tbe  law's  aotlMH 
rity.  If  tbe  lawyers  should  aflect  not  to 
wnderstand  this  Act,  the  plan  woold  be  lo 
peas  e  general  declarateiry  bill,  and  net 
latrodoce  such  a  claose  in  a  bill  proceed- 
log  at  tbe  ins tenee  of  a  priyate  indtTideal. 
'  Tbe  Bill  was  then  read  a  third  time^  and 
passed. 
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pAVTias'  RewoTAL  Bill.]  Sir  Egertoa 
BnFdges  moved  the  kacond  reeding  ef  tiie 
Bill  to  prevent  the  Remeealef  CbergeeUe 
Paoperi,  M  e  final  edjndicatien  of  Aeir 
respective  Settlemenis. 

Mr.  AMn$  Wr^  ebjeetad  to  the  Bill, 
net  because  be  was  adverse  to  tbe  principle, 
^et  becaose  be  feared  tbvt  ita  provisions 
were  impracticable.  He  thooght  that  the 
vrbote  of  the  Poor  Laws  reqeired  a  ravisieo ; 
a«d  that  till  seme  clear  and  comprehensive 
aHeration  of  the  whole  ceold  be  made,  it 
was  in  vain  to  apply  partial  remedies,  and 
patch  op  a  leelty  system.  He  was  afraid 
liiat  the  daese,  wbich  gave  opportunity  to 
parisiies  to  be  beard  in  tbe  first  instance 
agilinst  an  adladication  by  which  they 
might  be  fixed  with  the  pauper's  settle- 
mcot,  woold  foment,  instead  el  ailayiog 
litigatioa,  and  woeld  be  attended  with  a 
great  deal  of  iroable  both  to  parishes  and 
esagistrates. 

Mr.  NM&btn  CSnAwfV  was  favourable  to 
the  principle  of  this  Bill ;  bos  he  feared 
that  the  complexity  of  its  machinery 
woold  render  it  far  less  boDefkial  in  its 
effects  then  the  hon.  mover  supposed. 
He  dreaded  the  neMber  ef  bearings  and 
re«bearings  that  It  would  cause:  &  was 
efrsM  l^at  it  wooM  etir  op  aitorniea  in  tbe 
first  tastancei  to  contend  with  one  anellier, 
•0*  tbet  te  time  end  encoliett  ef  magis- 


#ales  weeM  be  eawsamad  in  js^ag  be- 
tsreen  oppoimg  tnleresis,.  wbidi  would 
have  no  other  ipiod  cftcU  tha»  in  fiUtog 
kwyers'  peckM.  He  wished  well* lo  the 
measure,  if  is  conld  be  esempted  Anefn 
tbese  objectioM. 

Mr.  JFsWctw  disapproved  •f  this 
euro,  as  1m  bad  dene  last  year*  .m 
He  saw  in  it  endiem  diAcoliies  t  be  ce«ld 
•ot  comprehend  its  macbinecy;.  and  pf 
be  cooldf  he  could  not  see  cm  imo  it  mas 
evented.  He  tiwngbi  thai  pacisbeainigbt 
thes  be  called  on  lo  eppoic,  at  a  gveat  eta- 
peiiseeiidineoBvenieDee,ei^dicatmiebe- 
fiN-e  magistrates;  and  tbe  censequenee 
might  bt^  that  it  would  turn.oot  that  Ae 

Sauper's  sattlemeiit  was  not  vsitb  Ibem, 
ut  with  sQ«o  third  parish;  and  eo  it 
weold  be  proved  tbat  tbey  never  ohgld  lb 
have  been  sMBoaaned.  And  ■then  una- 
tber  parish  might  be  called  en  in  the  seane 
way ;  and  so  it  might  go  on  'fvam  pariA 
to  parish.  He  wre&ve  highly  disap- 
proved the  Bill. 

Mr.  li^sm  really  lehsinceae  ecledanoe 
t*  giTing  bis  opposttien  to  any  meaaure 
w|iicb  hml  in  view  so  benefkrial  an.<^ject» 
as  that  prepeead  by  tbe  ben*  snover  of 
tbia  Bill.  But  be  much  feared  ehat  fbe 
preaent  Bill  woold  haee  a  earyiootHir|r 
efibct  firom  that  which  waa  caoiempiaMd. 
The  clause  w4iieb  piovided  for  cadlii^  on 
parishes  to  resist  .adjudications,  was  preg- 
nant with  seeds  of  contest  and  trs!uble. 
He  thought  Itiat  if  removals  did  not  tabu 
plaee»  as  now«  in  the  firrt  instance^  pe« 
rishes  would  Jose  the  benefit  ef  ascertafa- 
ing- «  pauper's  identity  by  his  pieaanoe 
among  them ;  and  tbat  they  ought  net  09 
he  put  to  ahe  oKpenee  of  taking  n  loBi|r 
jouiney  to  eaoia*eaamioe  a  pas^,'  and 
satisfy  themselves  by  a  personal  ezamina* 
tiou«  As  the*  law  new  steed,  the  pauper 
was  baought  house  lo  tbeir  doem-lor  this 
purpose,  and  tbey  hod  all  the  benefit  of 
it  in  case  of  appeal,  ^w  tbua  tbey  ouuW 
better  *jodge,  jObetbei  iheve  was  gvoaud 
for  Aocb  appeal :  w^le,  ae  Jong  as  he  area 
in  the  custody  of  tbe  romei^g  perioi^ 
they  could  not  have  an  o^uaMy  fiiiee 
impartial  esamination  of  him. 

Sir  ISj^snou  Bryi^sffeseafiot  a  liiti 
prised  at  the  argomesMs which  bodbeea 
urged  in  opposition  to  this  Bill.  He 
ra^r  thoogbt  boo.  enember s-  eMiat4a«aa 
totally  mieunderstood  both  its  natore  end 
pmvtsione.  Its  principle  was  founded  oa 
the  most  incontrDvertiWe  justice.  It 
would  eoavcely  be  contended  in  theae 
daysi^aodit  did  Tiot  eeom  to  be  oootetided. 
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•that It  wnngbll*  expose  apiaoper  tebe 
buidied  ftboot  from  one  end  of  the  king- 
dom to  the  otbeTt  upon  an  ex-parte  adju- 
dication,  which  was  liable  to  be  reversed ; 
-when  air  Ibis  cmehy*  and  all  this  ex* 
pense,    would   be  incurred  for  nothing: 

•  and  when  in  case  of  appeal,  whether  the 
order  was  rerersed  or  confirmed,  the  pau- 
per would  be  called  back  again  from  the 
plaoe  to'  which  he  was  removed,  at  best, 
10  the  character  of  a  witness.  But  it  was 
contended,  that  the  machinery  to  efiect 
this  amendment  was  complex.  He  really 
doubted,  if  bon.  members  who  made  this 
aocosation  could  have  attentively  read  the 

•Sill.  There  was  no  complexity  in  the 
Oiaehidery;  there  was  not  even  novelty 
except  in, one  claase,  which  was  so  far 
from  being  essential  to  his  grand  object, 
that  St  might  be  struck  out  without  leav- 
ing the  smallest  chasm.  Indeed,  the 
elauae  alluded  to,  which  gave  occasion  to 
-aU  the^  arguments  that  had  now  been 
urged  against  the  Bill,  was  not  his  own  : 
•it  had  been  inserted  in  his  Bill  of  last 
year*  at  the  instance  of  4^  Icnmed  mem- 
ber for  Oxford  (Mr.  Loekhart),and  adopt- 
ed in  8d>slance>  but  a  little  simplified  in 
•its  manner,  in  the  present.  This  clane 
provided,  Uiat  aAera  fijcst  examination 
into  a  psnper's  settlement,  justices  should 
give  notice  to  the  parish  where  the  pau- 
per's eeitlement  appeared  to  be,  that  they 
would  proceed  to  an  •  adjudication  on  a 
future  day,  in  order  to  give  sneh  parish  an 
opportunity  of  being^heard  in  opposition 
•to  it>  if  Ihey  chose  so.  10  do.    This  provt- 

•  Am  appeared  to  sir  £•  to  i)e  ealoiary.  It 
was  now  urged,  that  it  woold  tend  greatly 
to  increase  expenses,  and  to  encourage 

. litigation  in  a  pmnatore  stage;   that  at- 
tomies  would  be  oaHed  into  £sttle  against 
attomies;  Mmd  that  witnesses  would  be 
brought  fipom  one  end  «f  the  kingdom  to 
an^er,  to  contend  beletae  nsagistrates  in 
petly  semion,  who  would  be  bewildered 
by  conflicting  aroomente^  .and  after  all 
.aaake  decisions  whioh-woold  be  still  liable 
'to*  appeals,  and/expose;  the  parties,  at  ano- 
.ther  great  expense,  to  agitate  the  ques- 
tion over  again  at  a  qnarter-eemions.    The 
■somber  for  Bmox   (Mr.  Western)    was 
.alarmed  at  still  additional  evils:    he  con- 
ceived that  all  this  prsmature  battle  mixht 
encbinf>t|^  discovery  that  the  parish,  thus 
nrgedrt^y  contend  at  great   trouble  and 
.cost,  bad  nothing  to  do  with  the  pauper ; 
and  that  the  settlement  was  in  some  third . 
parish.    But  did  the  hon.  gentleman  for- 
get thot  aoch  a  discovery  vrould  not  have 
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been  made  but  for  that  contest  f  And  that 
if  the  parish  had  avoided  the  evils  of  ShiB 
opposition,  they  most  have  had  the  greater 
evil  of  supporting  the  panper  himaelf«  ao 
erroneously  thrown  upon  them,  till  they 
could  get  rid  of  him  on  appeal }  But  if  it 
was  the  opinion  of  this  House,  that  the 
evil  of  this  clause  was  greater  than  the 
g^d ;  if  it  was  fairly  liable  to  the  oljec« 
tions  thus  brought  forward,  surely  it  sif- 
fordofl  no  |^roond  for  condemning  the 
whole  Bill :  it  might  be  struck  ont  in  the 
committee,  without  the  least  affeoting  the 
unity  or  principle  of  the  Bill*  For  hie 
own  part>  he  had  no  wish  CO  adhere  ob- 
stinately to  it :  he  would  willingly  sacri- 
fice it,  rather  than  create  even  a  doubt  on 
the  other  parts.  As  to  the  latter,  he  im- 
plored the  House  again  to  cherish  the 
great  objetot  he  had  in  view.  He  pressed 
upon  their  attention  the  anomaly  which 
the  law,  at  it  now  stood»  exhibited  on  a 
subject  a&ctiog  the  essential  happiness 
of  perhaps  not  less  than  one-third  or  onn- 
fourth  of  the  whole  population  of  EnglaiuL 
On  other  points,  even  of  the  most  trivial 
nature,  no  judgment  could  be  obiained 
upon  ex-parte  statement,  or  ex-parte  evi- 
dence; nor  could  any  ^gment  be  exe- 
cuted till  after  appaal,  or  till  the  time  of 
appeal  had  expimd. 

But  hare,  on  a  question,  on  which  de- 
pended the  well*betng,  the  domestic  com- 
foru,  the  moral  feelings,  the  power  of  in- 
dependent livelihoodi  the  very  character 
of  almost  every  poor  person  in  the  king- 
dom, and  perhaps  his  posterity  for  gene- 
rations, an  ex-parte  decision  was  made, 
probably  on  the  most  imperfect  evidencii, 
to  be  carried  into  instant  execution !  Upon 
that  decision  a  pauper,  his  wife,  and  his 
children,  were  to  he  packed  ofi*like  flBions 
for  transportation ;  lifted  into  a  cart,  and 
dragged  away  from  tbeir  home,  to  be  a 
mark  for  the  finger  of  scorn,  through  half 
the  villages  and  towns,  perhaps  from  the 
eastern  point  of  Kent  to  the  Land's- End ! 
Is  this  enormous  evil  still  4o  go  00,  after  it 
has  once  been  brought  under  the  consi- 
deration of  Parliament  ?  Are  minor  diffi- 
culties, if  such  exist,  to  sund  iathe  voir 
of  an  amendment,  for  which  there  ia  socn 
an  imperious  call?  Can  little  objections 
about  machinery,  even  if  real,  much  lem 
if  imaginary,  atand  in  the  way  of  an  en- 
deavour to  take  away^injustice  of  so  ex- 
tensive a  nature  i  But  whose  are  the  ob- 
stacles? Is  th«re  any  obstacle  to  the 
efiecting  the  delay  of  an  order  of  reflH»vel  ? 
Is  there  eny  machinery  required  fcr  % 


4>atiif  «cu«*aa  met  nf  oiiMwni  hcooM 
■01  be  MMd,  OkU  this  m«M«r«  had  kMes 
harmd  Unoiagh  Uw  Hmmo  Tbe  whole 
.•rUweeiDTOlvodiii  Ihoi  BiU,  which  he 
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ked  lost  yeor  the  boooor  to  iatrodoeo; 
ihf  ofter  moch  diacMiioD,  bid 


•od 


_  ihroogh  every  ttoge  exeopi  the 
readiog ;  end  which  leti  step  be  bad 
dedined  to  move,  merely  beceoao  the 
Hooao  hod  orrived  within  two  days  of  the 
ieminalion  of  the  Mttion ;  when  it  was 
ob?ioo<»  that  if  it  paned  here,  it  conld  not 
kave  tiaio  to  go  through  tbe  Lords* 

There  had  .been  oreed  aa  argnmoal  in 
iavoor  of  the  existiag  Taw,  wilh  regard  to 
iflsnediale  remoYals,  and  which  filled  him 
.with  some  siif|mse«  k  was  said,  that  a 
.parish  to  which  a^panpcr  was  adjodged, 
ooght.not  to  be  deprived  of  the  beoe&  of 
apoertaining  bis  identity  by  his  presence 
lamong  them.  Coold  it  be  serionslv  oo»> 
4ended»  that  any  aomber  of  settlement 
rases  lorned '  en  qoestions  of  identity  ?«-^ 
Hay,  was  it  within  probability,  that  a  mat 
mU  instance  of  that  kind  conld  ooonr? 
JHow  many  scarce  possible  coineidencas 
nsest  there  be  to  create  sncb  a  case?  A 
panper,  to  effect  this,  most  fix  on  some 
aarlsb  for  his  settlement,  where  be  most 
mt  be  awaie  that  another  of  his  4iwn 
name  had  been  at  sonm  time  or  other  set- 
lied;  end  then  invest  himself  in  at  least 
Ibe  eolonrable  cifcnamtences  of  that  man*s 
|»fion  and  'life  I  Bot  were  this  question 
.Bol  only  possible,  bot  probable ;  can  it  be 
Iwliered,  thet  ajmrish  wonld  wish  to  per* 
tebese  this  benefit  of  examination,  sncb  u 
H  k,  at  the  expense  of  having  a  paoper 
^nd  his  fiimily  to  support  till  they  can  p;et 
fid  of  him  on  appeal;  when,  aooordmg 
Ao  the  Bill  now  in  discumion,  all  that  in- 
ilarmedi>te  burthen  would  be  totally  taken 
^way  fr^m  tbem  1  He  once  more,  there- 
fore, intreated  the  Hoose,  that  if  they  ad- 
initted  the  principle  of  this  Ball,  they 
vroold  allow  it  to  k>e  now  read  a  second 
lime;  and  if  there  were  any  objections  to 
the  clause,  or  the  machinery,  ibey  might 
beergued,  and  altered  in  the  commiUee, 

Ifr.  Honur  thought  the  hon.  baronet 
deserved  tbe  respect  and  thanks  of  the- 
House  for  l|ro  pains  he  had  uken,  and  tbe 
Unshsken  amiduity  with  which  he  had 
^iven  his  mind  to  a  measure  of  such  vast 
importance  to  the  community*  ^  It  was 
iberelbre  with  great  reluctance,\hat  he 
lelt  hijipself  compelled  to  difier  with  him 
as  to4be  ipeans  which  this  Bill  provided 
for  effecting  his  pespofke*  He  was  much, 
jifirakl  ;that  it  wqold  not  answyr  the  eod 


prepMed.  Tbe  machinery  appemad  4o 
him  liable  to  grant  ol^|ection«»  inasmuch  ae 
it  seemed  rmher  to  encourage,  than  tn 
appease  litigation:  but  if  it  really  would 
cut  short  litigathNi,  it  wouM  only  hasten 
tbe  time  et '  which  the  peup^r  might  bo 
removed ;  an  event,  which  it  seemed  onn 
main  object  of  the  hon«  mover  to  delay. 
He  should  be  most  happv,  if  ,the  greas 
amendment  in  view  could  be  brougkl 
atmut :  but  be  really  feared,  that  practi- 
cable, aseans  of  efiectuating  tbe  desirM 
object  had  not  yet  been  devised.  The 
hon.  member  threw  out  a  hint  by  which 
he  thought  the  object  might  in  part  at 
lemt  be  ofibcted,  firee  from  the  diftcnkaan 
which  struck  him  in  the  present  BilL 

Mr.  Lockkari  was  somewhat  surprised 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  bon«  memlier  who 
spoke  last,  hecauM  be  himself  bad,  in  a 
former  parliament,  brought  in  a  bill  con- 
tnining  preeioely  the  same  plan  as  thai 
whteb  the  hon*  member  now  proposed* 
which  had  tbe  misfortune  to  experience 
his  decided  oppositien. to  it;  and  the  InH 
was  unfortunately  tbown  out.  He  himself 
did  not  approve  of  ail  the  machinery  off 
the  present  Bill.  He  thought  a  greal 
deal  of  evil  and  wasteful  contest  might 
arise  irom  the  clause  whicl)  gave  opnoCf 
tunity  to  parishes  to  oppose  adjuoica* 
tions  in  the  first  instence*  But  as  he  ap« 
proved  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  be  sboold 
not  oppose  the  second  readiog. 

Mrw  WkMnmd  had  alwavs  been  ia 
favoer  of  bills  to  ameliorate  tbe  ceodilieM 
of  the  poor.  He  had  supported  tbe  hon« 
baronet's  Bill  embrai;iog  similar  objecte 
last  year,  and  ho  should  support  tbia. 
He  must  my  that  its  machinery  did  aol 
appear  to  him  as  practicable  as  he  conld 
wish ;  but  he  begged  tbe  hon.  baronet  nol 
to  be  dtscouraped :  it  was  impomible  but 
that  tbe  agitation  of  such  ouestions  should 
do  a  great  deal  of  gooa.  The  pobUe 
mind  was  thus,  step  by  step,  drawn  to  n 
due  attention  to  obfocis  wjiicb  required 
their  continual  deliberation.  He  btosself 
had  nol  been  so  fortunate  as  to  carry  the 
great  measure  which  he  proposed  some 
years  ago  with  similar  views :  but  hf  did 
not  repent  of  tbe  attempt;  nor  did  be 
doubt  that,  though  it  foiled,  the  very  dis- 
cussion  of  it  l»d  produced  important 
benefits.  As  to  the  great  scbeosee  of 
general  revision  which  hon.  niemhera 
talked  of,  and  the  ergomenu  for  delajr 
which  they  founded  on  them,  he  const* 
dered  them  as  nothing  more  than  plausi^ 
ble  pif  teneoSf  to  get  rid  of  a  meusnr^  ' 
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tdgHfMT.  It  ITM  diify  hy  teaching  wmM 
fmAs  ftt  a  tto«  ilMt  we  cdold  twpe 
gmdiittlly  10  tmeiid  n  br«iiie%  df  libe  law 
io  coiDplte«rt«d«  bo  wide,  and  hnvaWtnir 
i»  iMmy  confttcfting  inieraiiu»  He  ^AioaAd 
therefore  certainly  vote  for  the  aecond 
madiag  of  the  Bill,  thhikmg  «hait  if  there 
were  ^ohjeetiooi  to  Ut  details,  they  eoaM 
ha  hett4iBCttsted  and  altered  in  the  «oai*' 
Bilisee* 

The  Hoote  then  divided :  Par  the  Se» 
tond  ftevRling,  55 ;  Agaiaft  it,  t$ :  Ma^ 
jarHy  ia  fktoarof  ihe  Bill,  92. 

'  AaMt  BsTtKATBs.]]  The  House  having 
iwahed  itielf  Into  a  eooialitiee  of  rapply, 
to  which  the  Arniy  Estimatet  were  re* 
■arredt 

Lord  FiUmenkm  aaid,  he  shoaU  merely 
■tate  ioihe  Honte,  in  a  general  way,  Hie 
nature  of  the  arrangemenlt  relititn  to  tlie 
army.  He  had,  in  the  fint  inflianfce,  made 
an  estimate  founded  on  the  eAahfiabttents 
at  Christmas  last,  and  then  he  had  atated 
tlie  aagmenlaiiona  which  had  heen  made 
since  in  consequence  of  the  raptnre  wKh 
I^snce;  and  the  Moose  woaid  thas  he 
eaahled  to  see  what  increase  had  been 
Made  in  consequence  of  the  general  state 
of  ^nr  tehitions  with  Fpnce*  Itiens  wa«, 
apon  the  whole,  a  decreaae  ia  <oor  esta* 
hiiftfamenis  of  this  year,  compared  with 
Aieae  of  ia44,  of  47,000  men,  and 
2,652,0001.  of  charge.  The  total  amooM 
ef  Land  Forces  at  Cbrietmas  last  was 
tM,2S2,  for  which  the  diarge  was 
SfiS^.nrQL  for  Great  Brkarn,  and 
li^MilTSI.  for  Ireland«^in  all  ^,721,880/. 
9nt  since  the  niptnre  with  France,  there 
had  been  an  aogmentation  of  9,146  men, 
awd  317,219/.  of  charge,  leaving  the  ba« 
Iwnce  of  ^minution  in  liiTour  of  the  pre>> 
sent  year,  of  47,000  men  and  2^052,0001. 
ef  charge.  On  the  Household  troops  there 
had  been  a  redaction  of  1200  men. 
The  regiments  of  Oavatry  were  first  re* 
daced  after  the  peace,  on  account  of  their 
|»nrat  ^irpense ;  ea<fh  regiment  was  re« 
do^ed  to  eight  troops  of  00  men  each. 
The  nnmber  df  regiments  &f  infantry  had 
heen  >  considerably  redtrce4-^124  second 
battalions  had  been  entirely  disbanded. 
The  whole  redaction  arising  from  this, 
whhoot  considering  the  aagmentation 
which  had  since  tsAren  place,  amonnted 
ta  22,060  men.  The  next  head,  the  Bm* 
bodied  Militia^  conld  not  be  campared 
vri!li  the  estimate  of  fast  year.  'With 
respacft  to  the  next  head,  khe  pay  ^f  *Ge* 
fseral  OHcers  not  whh  teginenfts/thiv  was 
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foonded  on  iha  ammgaauBltor  laei  yavv 
and  eaald  net  be  aomyared  with  foriMr 
aecoams,  la  the  next  head»  of  Staff  and 
OarriaaiN,  a  aedaetion  of  WIflfXiL  hmi 
taken  ftece,'nf  which  WfiOOL  was  for  the* 
Home  6ta0>  and  the  remainder  for  tha 
Foreign  Staff.  •  He  woald  slata  tha  coaa* 
paraihra  tamant  af  tha  Staff  now,  a»d  aa 
fit  staad  the  former  yean^  The  Seaff  af 
IBl^was  less  even  after  tlM  late  aogasen- 
taiion  than  ia  1814,  by  an  amomit  c(f 
S9  general  olB^rs.— Tha  incraasa  on  tha 
head  of  Pay  for  Saparnamerarv  Officata, 
ran  to  OjOOOl^  Tha  head  of  Half^pay  and 
Military  Allowances  had  expariancad  ak 
increase  of  '38,000(»  Thia  was  partly 
owing  to  the  nnmber  of  ladnetions,  aald 
paftiy  owing  also  la  tha  aagmentaiion  isi 
the  rata  of  helf-pay.'-Jn  tha  head  of  Oai*> 

Cnaianera  of  Cheleea  and  Kilmainham 
spitals,  them  had  baea  aa  tocrasaa  of 
100,000f.  arising  partly  from  tha  4ta> 
-banded  second  battalions,  and  partlvfrom 
invaf  ida.  Tha  Vol anteer  Corpe  had  been 
diminished  hi  expense  l45,000iL  The  as- 
pense  af  the  Lacal  MtUlia  wea  27,0OOOC 
tess  than  in  1814.  In  tha  article  of  Fo- 
reign Carps  there  was  a  dimination  aC 
10,000  asen,  and  S83^000i  This  araaa 
principally  from  the  diabanding  four  Fat- 
reign  corps :  the  Bronswick  infontry,  which 
had  gene  to  ttie  service  af  tha  doka  ^ 
Branswick,  Dillon's  regiment,  and  tha 
Chasaear  battalion.  In  the  Royal  liMhmy 
CoHege  there  was  an  increase  af  7,OOo4 
bat  of  this  0,000  was  only  a  nomindl 
increase*  There  had,  hawever,  been  aa 
actaal  increase  of  something  more  thaa 
IjOOOfL,  of  which  880f.  was  for  a  new 
IniildYng  at  Blackwater.  In  the  Roy^ 
Military  Asylum  there  had  been  a  ^im^ 
■nution  of  S,000/.  In  the  head  of  Ralirei 
Chaplaina  there  had  heen  a  like  redootioa 
af  S,O00f.  arising  chiefly  from  deaths. 
In  the  head  of  Medicines  and  HospitsI 
expenses,  there  had  been  a  diminatson  df 
W»€00l.  an  ihcesiimste  at  last  Chriatmai^ 
bat  then  there  hftd  since  been  anaagmen* 
taiion  of  50,000/.  over  that  estimate, 
leaving  ti  balance  of  S9,000l.  The  in- 
crease in  the  Compassionate  List  amoonted 
to'  17,000^  In  the  Commissariat  Depart^ 
ment  of  Ireland  there  wes  a  total  increash 
of  69,0001.  On  thv.  Barrack  estimate  tha 
easing  was  208,0001.  There  were  some 
other  variations  which  it  would  not  be 
necessary  to  go  fnto  at  present  Tha 
aogmentatimi  in  the  Land  Fbrces,  since 
CImatmas  hn(t,  amoanted  In  all  to  9,148 
men>   and    564,000fc   af  eharf^     Thh 
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MgoMffitatioA  ta  tlie  Siaff  mm  MflOOL 
Of  ibia  6«000L  was  for  ib«  Hodm  Su&;  md 
,lbe  remainder  for  ib«  Foreign  Suff.  Ad 
additional  aiajo«<>general  bad  bcaa  ap- 
IMiinted  on  Iba  bone  aufi*;  Iba  rcowindor 
contiatad  of  madioal  affi«era»  to  ba  wdy  io 
«ata  of  aaj  aapply  being  wanted.  A  far- 
4ber  aaoa  ef  50fiO0L  wonld  be  wanted  lor 
Medical  Sterea.  It  only  remained  for  bim 
10  memion  tbe  bead  ef  Officert  attacbed  lo 
ibe  Ponagoete  Army.  Thia  afoae  from 
tbeir  beinc  detacbed  from  tbeir  regiment, 
end  placed  en  imalinebed  pe^.  He  wooM 
take  tbit  opponnniiy  of  ileting.  tbat  tbere 
would  be  one  aiftditional  cbarga,  wbieb 
4ie  could  nel  yei  aubaui  to  Parliament. 
It  was  10  contemplation  to  make  to  oflkeia 
.marcbing  wttb  ibeir  regimente  on  boaae 
ataiioaa,  an  allowance  .eorreaponding  to 
ihat  made  to  aoldiara  on  tbe  aame  tlatien. 
Tbia  wat  contidered  bot  e^eiteblov  ea  tbe 
officert  were  at  tocb  timet  deprived  of 
tbote  economical  advantagea  wbicb  tbey 
migbt  poatett  in  ttaiionary  qnartera;  and 
ii  wat  tboogbt  better  to  give  ibem  eacb 
an  alkiwance  tban  to  make  n  tatall  in- 
create  to  tbeir  daily  pay.  at  tbe  relief 
wodd  tbot  come  at  tbe  memeni  of  tbe 
preaMire»*-On  a  general  view,  inclading 
ibe  aogmentattoo  tince  tbe  change  in  oar 
ffolationt  witb  France,  tbere  wat  a  dimi* 
nvtion  in  tbe  ettimatea  compared  witb 
Ikote  of  latt  year»  without  inclodiog  tbe 
niiitia.  wbicb  could  noi  with  propriety 
be  taken  into  ibe  cempariton.  boi  merely 
the  land  Ibrcet  and  foreign  corps,  oi 
47.000  men.  and  2,652.000^  cbarget.  He 
fpoold  not  enter  into  farther  detailt.  aa  it 
naight  be  tedioot  to  the  Houte;  bot  if 
any  hon.  member  withed  for  further  in- 
lermaiion.  he  tbonld  be  happy  in  com- 
manicaUng  it.  Tbe  noble  lord  concluded 
with  moving  bit  first  retoletion :  via. 
•<  That  a  number  of  Land  Forcet,  not  ex* 
caeding  ]$^J67  men  (exclusive  of  tbe 
men  belonging  to  tbe  regimentt  employed 
in  tbe  territorial  possessions  of  the  East 
India  Company,  tbe  Foreign  Corps  in 
British  pay.  and  tbe  Embodied  Militia), 
cemmiMioned  and  non-commisaioned  of* 
ficera  inclnded.  be  maintained  for  tbe 
service  of  tbe  United  Kingdom,  from  tbe 
85th  of  December  1814  to  the  24tb  of 
December  1815/' 

:  General  Gmmspyne  said,  it  was  his  In- 
tention to  have  moved  for  an  addition  to 
tbe  half- pay  of  officers;  but  from  the 
alteration  of  affiiirs.  in  consequence  of  tbe 
vrar,  he  did  not  think  it  necessary  new  to 
hriog  f4#rward  any  motion  on  the  subjecl. 
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aa  he  was  apprehanaive  tbat  if  thahalf«pay 
wat  raised  too  much,  it  might  deter  ihaae 
who  bad  Csmiliea  from  actual  service*  Ha 
wished  la  make  a  remark  on  tb^  snftQeot 
of  officers'  widows.  It  waa  tbe  iniantton 
of  the  noble  lord  to*  put  tbe  widows  of 
officers  of  the  army  on  tbe  same  fiMiting 
as  those  of  navy  officers.  Bet  though  tbe 
same  iacreaaa  bad  taken  place  in  the  ease 
of  both,  tbey  isera  by  no  meant  eo  the 
same  footing,  bacauae  tbe  offlcws  of  the 
navy  had  received  an  addition  to  tbeir 
pay.  at  a  time  wbmi  no  addition.took  place 
in  the  case  of  the  army.  It  was  ooder- 
Blood  tbat  lieutenant^coUaels  and  nia|o» 
isera  on  ibe  aame  ranh  witb  peat-captaaaa 
under  three  years  standing.  Now  the 
widow  of  a  post*captatn  received  80/,  and 
the  widow  of  a  iieutenant*colonel  and 
asilior  only  received  9M.  The  whole  snm 
lequistta  to  put  them  all  on  the  sense 
footing  would  be  l.S00(.  He  saw  nothing 
in  tbe  papers  on  the  table  respecting  the 
Cemoiiatarfiat, 

Lord  Ptdmm9tm  aaid.  tbit  waa  ahraya 
the  tubjecl  of  a  aeperate  ettimate. 

General  Qaswyw  proceeded  to  observe, 
that  the  noble  lord  bad  not  staled  who- 
tber  the  oflfeen  on  half^pay  on  tbe  Irish 
and  English  ettablishmenu  weie  on  the 
saaM  footing.  Ha  wiadad  alao  to  know 
by  what  act  the  poundage  on  the  pay  of 
odBcera  was  raiaed.  He  wished  to  know 
whether  the  Portuguese  officers  raceired 
pay  both  from  ^gland  and  PortugaU 
Witb  respect  to  tbe  half-pay  which  had 
been  granted  to  tbe  army,  aceordiog  to 
the  noble  lord's  construction,  it  bad  been 
linsited  to  certain  services.  By  this  meana 
a  great  many  meritorious  officers  would 
be  excluded  from  it*  contrary,  as  be  waa 
convinced,  to  tbe  iniention  of  the  Heuae. 
The  services  in  tbe  Peninsula  were  cer« 
tainly  brilliant ;  but  were  those  officert 
who  had  served  in  Egypt,  America,  and 
FJaodera,  to  be  precluded  from  the  addi* 
tiooal  baif«pay  because  they  were  mn  in 
the  Peninsula?  Many  of  them  were  on 
half*pay.  not  from  their  own  clioice.  He 
wished  therefore  to  move  an  additional 
allowance  of  500/.  to  the  widows  ef 
lieutenant-colonelsy  and  of  7002.  to  the 
widows  of  majors. 

Mr.  Bama  wished  to  inquire  into  tbe 
es|Mnse  of  tbe  Military  College  at  Sand- 
l»fst.  He  had  no  objection  to  the  esta* 
bliabment  itself,  but  he  had  to  the  form 
which  it  seamed  to  amome.  and  which  waa 
calculated  to  give  too  much  of  a  military 
tone  to  the  character  of  the  ooantry. 
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Mr.  WUberf&ree  thongbt  Ilia  Military 
Collage  highly  heoeficial  to  the  country, 
from  iha  iDstnictive  loarca  of  military 
adocalion  which  it  formed.  It  was  sorely 
assential  that  the  officers  in  the  service 
shonld  have  the  opportanity  of  an  esten« 
•iva  preliminary  education. 

Sir  JoAn  Hope  reprobated  the  general 
•Bsortions  in  which  Mr.  Bennfet  had  dealt, 
in  bis  attack  on  the  institution  at  the  head 
of  which  he  had  the  honour  of  being 
placed.  The  object,  if  properly  exe- 
cuted, was  most  beneficial;  it  was  open 
as  day  to  inspection,  and  be  should  be 
iMppy  to  receive  any  hints  that  would  be 
useful ;  as  soon  as  any  useful  sunestion 
was  made,  the  improTement  would  be  at- 
tempted. 

Mr.  Bemiei  replied,  that  bis  objections 
merely  went  to  the  military  tone  which 
the  form  and  manner  of  the  school  as- 
eumed,  not  to  the  general  principle  of  the 
establishment. 

Sir  Jdbi  Hdpe  spoke  highly  both  of  the 
objects  and  success  of  the  insfitotion  in 
qoestioBi  At  the  commencement  of  the 
wnar  we  had  been  obliged  to  study  mili- 
t^T  science  under  foreign  masters ;  we 
had  since,  through  the  munificent  aid  of 
Pktrliament,  acquired  the  means  of  ob- 
taining that  instruction  within  ourselves. 
Out  of  276  students  of  one  class,  1]  4 
either  had  served,  or  were  now  serving  on 
ataff  departments.  The  time  consumed 
in  becoming,  acquainted  with  regimental 
4rill,  and  the  manosovres  of  taking  op 
ground  for  forming  in  line,  did  not  exceed 
an  hour,  or  half  an  hour  in  the  day ;  the 
rest  was  devoted  to  pursuits  becoming  a 
gentleman  as  a  welMnformed  member,  of 
society,  or  more  immediately  connected 
with  the  views  of  that  profession  to  which 
it  was  intended  the  student  should  be 
trained.  In  addition  to  those  branches 
of  instruction  in  which  he  was  supposed 
to  have  already  made  some  progress,  his 
attention  was  directed  to  matbemstics,  to 
fortification,  to  the  principles  of  military 
survey,  both  practical  and  theoretical,  to 
drawing,  and,  according  to  the  abilities 
displayed,  to  an  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  French  and  German  languages.  The 
series  of  bis  studies  was  completed  by  a 
high  finishing  examination  made  by  other 
masters  than  those  under  whose  direction 
he  hsd  been,  and  it  was  those  masterswho 
finally  decided  whether  his  proficiency 
and  qualifications  entitled  him  to  a  com- 
mission without  purchase  in  his  Majesty's 
service*     Of  another  class,  C51  officers 
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htU  already  joined  the  army.  The  sott 
paid  by  an  ordinary  individual  for  these 
various  advantages  was  lOQf.  per  amram, 
but  by  officers,  for  their  sons,  the  sons 
was  proportioned  to  their  own  pay.  He 
could  conceive  no  system  better  calcu- 
lated than  the  one  of  which  he  had  at& 
tempted  a  faint  description,  to  inspire  the 
youths  who  should  be  educated  under  it, 
with  a  love  and  a  veneration  for  that  free 
branch  and  for  thdbe  firee  princtplea  of 
the  constitution  to  which  they  were  in* 
debted,  at  least  in  so  many  instances,  for 
cultivated  minds,  and  brightened  pro* 
spects.  He  could  conceive  nothing  more 
likely  to  console  a  deserving  officer 
than  the  knowledge  that  an  asylom 
existed  where  hit  children  might  receive, 
at  a  charge  proportioned  to  his  means,  the 
benefits  of  instruction,  and  a  favourable 
opportunity  of  pursuing  his  own  honour* 
able  profossion. 

Lord  PnUmenUm,  in  answer  to  the  in- 
quiries  of  an  bon.  meonber,  stated,  that  it 
had  been  agreed,  after  some  difficulty, 
that  the  half-pay  of  the  English  and  Irish 
establishments  should  be  reciprocal,  and 
that  their  respective  officen,  on  removing^ 
should  receive  the  half-pay  of  the  coun* 
try  in  which  they  resided.  The  reason 
which  had  induced  the  exclusion  of  those 
officers  whoso  service  was  anterior  to  the 
last  war,  or  to  the  campaigns  of  the  Pe* 
ninaula,  was,  that  there  were  a  great  num* 
her  of  inefficient  officers,  and  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  come  to  the  alternative .  of  com* 
polling  them  either  to  serve  or  to  relinquish 
their  commissions.  In  many  cases  there 
had  been  no  real  service,  and  the  half-pay 
had  been  purchased  as  an  annuity.  With 
respect  to  the  officers  serving  in  the 
Portuguese  forces,  the  various  difficulties 
they  bad  had  to  contend  with,  in  rendering 
those  troops  fit  for  the  field,  appeared  to 
justify  the  regulation  by  which  ibey  were 
allowed  to  receive  Portuguese  pay  in  ad- 
dition to  their  own.  In  answer  to  a  ques- 
tion put  by  another  hoo.  member,  he 
wished  to  observe,  that  the  military  esta- 
blishment at  Sierra  Leone,  had  been 
formed  on  a  plan  recommended  by  the 
late  member  for  Yorkshire ;  and  its  prin- 
ciple was,  that  as  something  must  be  done 
with  the  captured  negroes,  it  was  a  fa- 
vourable destination  for  them  to  be  put  on 
something  like  the  level  of  a  British  sol* 
dier.  The  establishment  consisted  at 
present  of  566  men,  volunteers,  and  cap* 
tared  negroes,  and  of  104  boys.  After 
what  had  been  so  well  said  by  an  hon. 
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snd  gallant  friend,  he  thoilld  not  enter 
into  a  vindication  of  the  establishment  at 
Sandborst.  He  might  be  allowed,  per- 
haps, jast  to  say,  that  it  might  be  a  ques- 
tion whether  we  should  have  any  army  at 
all,  but  it  coald  hardly  admit  of  a  do'obt, 
that  if  we  had  military  officers,  they  ought 
to  be  .instructed  and  qualified,  rather  than 
ignorant  and  useless.  The  navy  had  al> 
ready  its  seminaries;  the  artillery  and 
the  Indian  army  its  public  colleges.  Was 
the  British  army  alone  to  have  no  means 
of  deriving  a  regular  supply  of  efficient 
and  educated  officers  ?  He  should  say  no 
more  at  present  than  in  reference  to  an 
observation  which  had  fallen  in  the  course 
of  the  debate,  to  state  that  an  inspection 
had  taken  place  in  the  J>uildings  at  Sand* 
hursi,  and  that  it  was  discovered  there 
was  little  or  no  foundation  for  the  rumour 
that  the  dry  rot  had  seised  the  timber* 

Mr.  Long  bore  testimony  to  the  benefits 
arising  from  the  Mititory  College,  and 
explained  the  nature  of  the  poundage 
which  had  been  alluded  to,  and  the  au- 
thority by  which  it  was  drawn.  It  was 
done  away  in  cases  of  full  pay,  and  might 
hereafter  be  subject  to  limitation  in  other 
branches  of  the  service* 

bir  M.  W,  Ridl^  reprobated  the  main- 
tenance of  a  volunteer  cavalry,  whose 
services  were  not  equal  to  the  expense. 
He  was  convinced  of  the  utility  of  the 
Military  College. 

General  Gtucoyne  expressed  himself 
satisfied  with  what  had  fallen  from  the 
Doblelord. 

Mr.  •/.  P.  Grant  explained  the  nature 
of  Mr.  Bennetts  objection  to  the  Military 
College,  but  applauded  the  general  system 
on  which  it -was  conducted,  and  admitted 
Its  great  utility.  The  pressing  of  waggons 
for  the  conveyance  of  baggage  he  believed 
had,  in  some  instances,  been  carried  to  too 
great  an  extent,  and  some  arrangement 
was  in  contemplation  on  the  subject.  As 
to  the  yeomanry,  he  thought  this  species 
of  force  was  roost  valuable,  not  merely  as 
a  military  force,  but  in  aid  of  the  Pal  tee, 
in  which  department  it  had  been  of  the 
most  essential  service. 

Mr.  fVitberforce  approved  of  the  i^sta- 
blishment  of  the  black  regiments,  and 
•tfggested  that  this  description  of  force 
ahould  be  put  on  the  same  footing  as  Eu- 
ropean regiments. 

Lord  pMlmemon  said,  that  they  were  on 
the  same  footing  as  whites,  with  the  dif- 
ference that  two  years  of  service  in  the 
.Weat  Indies  did  not  reckon  for  threa  years 
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-^the  ground  for  that  distinction  ndt  exist- 
ing in  the  case  of  these  regiments. 
-  Mr.  Wilberfofce  said,  he  more  particu- 
larly alluded  to  enlistment  for  a  limited 
period;  from  which  this  description  of 
soldiery  was  precluded.  If  the  blacks 
were  allowed  to  return,  after  a  certain 
period  of  service,  to  their  native  country 
With  their  military  habits  and  associations; 
they  would  necessarily  increase  the  dispo- 
sition among*  their  countrymen  to  enlist. 

General  Gtucoyne-  said,  that  in  certain 
cases  itfe  blacks  had  been  enlisted  for  a 
limited  time. 

Mr.  Wilberf&ree  thought  the  gallant 
general  must  have  been  misinformed,  as 
there  was  a  clause  in  the  Act  excluding 
the  black  troops  from  that  benefit. 

Mr.  W,  Smith  thought  it  was  due  in 
justice  to  the  blacks  who  when  captured 
were' placed  in  the  sitnation' ef  soldiers, 
without  exercising  any  choice,  to  allow 
them,  at  any  rate  after  a  certain  term  df 
service,  the  alternative  of  further  service 
or  of  return  to  their  homes. 

The  Resolution  was  then  agreed  (o. 
Several  sums  were  then  voted  4br  the  dif- 
ferent heads  of  army  expenditure,  forming 
in  aH  a  total  of  7,917,387/. 


AaMY  £KTRAoai>iifAaiB».]    The  Cftoti- 
e^hr  of  the  J^cheqwr,  in  pursuance  of  his 
notice,  rose  to  propose  a  vote  to  complete 
the    Army   Extraordinaries :    he   should 
state  to  the  committee  what  sum  he  had 
thought  fit  to  propose  to  cover  that  branch 
of  expense  for  the  present  year,  although 
from-  former    experience  he  could  not» 
with  any  confidence,  assert  the  accuracy 
of  the  estimate  which  had  been  formed. 
Towards  the  army  extraordinaries-  of  the 
present  year,  three  millions  had  already 
been  voted;  and  it  was  now  in  his  con- 
templation to  •  propose  a  further  vote  of 
nine  millions,  making  in  all  12  millions 
for  the  army  extraordinaries  of  the  cur- 
rent year.     This  amount  was  calculated 
on  three  grounds ;  one  ground  of  calcula- 
tion was  the  amount  oi  the  expenditure 
for  the  first  three  months  of  the  year, 
which  had   been  1»800,000/.'    From  the 
renewal  of  the  war,  the  ribcio  of  expense 
would  no  doubt  be  much  increased,  though 
a  dknir\utton,'  on  the-  other  hand,  would' 
take  place,  by  the  return  of  the  troops 
from    America.      Though    the    increase 
would  be  very  great  on  the  Continent,  he 
calculated  it  could  not  be  more  than  double 
the  presenioxpenditnre.   A  se(56nd  ground 
was,,  the  probable  eUpenditure  under  the 
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differ^Rl  be«da  in  ibe  different  parts  of 
the  world.    The  probable  expense  of  the 
British  on  the  Qontinent,  including  com- 
pe^s^^tiOQ  for  that  part  of  oar  contingent, 
would   be   $00,0001,  per  month,  or   six 
milliens  in  the  year,    in  America  and  the 
West  Indiefy  the  amount  would  be,  per- 
haps, $,0OO,OQ0i.,  and  3,000,0001.  would 
Ve  further  requirai  to  pay  the  debts  con* 
tracted,  and   the  extraordinaries  of  the 
arqiy  in  the  Mediterranean ;   this  would 
Amount  to  12  millions.    The  other  ground 
on  which  it  was  calculated ,  was  the  ex* 
pense  of  the  last  years  of  the  former  war ; 
and  looking  to  the  expenditure  of  the 
years  J^l2  and  1813,  excepting  the  ar- 
Keaia  of  the  former  years,  it  would  be 
ifound  to  be  between  12  and  13  millions  a 
year^'    Erojii  those  three  calculations  an 
approximation  might  be  formed,  and  he 
would  pnt  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  oom- 
aittee,  .whether  the  som  be  proposed  was 
toosmalk    That  it  was  too  large,  he  be«- 
lieved  a9  opia  wonld  be  inclined  to  ima- 
gine. That  the  sum  was  great,  be  allowed ; 
but  on  considerations  both  of  policy  aod 
economy^  a  great  effort,  wbicb    might 
bring  the  contest  to  a  speedy  conclusion, 
was  advisable^    To  rot^  a  smaller  sam, 
vould  lead  tp  disappointments  in  future, 
and  to  present  embarrassments^     He  con- 
cluded by  moviogi  "  That  a  sum  not  ex- 
<:eeding  nine  millions,  be  granted  to  bis 
Majesty,  for  further  defraying  the  Extra- 
ordinary Expenias  of  the  Army  of  Great 
^itain  and  Ireland  for  the  year  18 If*" 
In  answer  to  a  (|uestion  from  Mv*  Tierney , 
The  CfcaBcci(pr^iAtf£f)cAe9«sf  explained, 
that  on  a  former  occasion  be  had  proposed 
six  millions  op  account  for  the  extraordi* 
naries  of  the  present  year,  and  four  miU 
lions  to  pay  off  arrears.    The  right  bon. 
gentleman  had  objected  to  the  ?ote  on 
account,  and  a  sum    of    three  millions 
only,  which  was  the  expente  then  sup* 
posed  to  have  been  incurred  in  this  year. 
was  voted,  together  with  the  foqr  millions 
for  arrears*  It  was  found,  hpwever.  that  the 
actual  expanse  bad  only  been  1,800.000/. 
up  to  Marcb^  the  tima  when  the  yote  took 
place.     The  remaining   l^OOO.OUOl.  was 
applied  to  other  purposes* 

Mr.  Tien^f  observed,  that  the  rest  of 
the  three  millions  voted  for  army  extra- 
ordinaries  must  have  been  applied  to  pur- 
po«es  not  connected  with,  the  army  ex^ 
traordinaries.  The  introduction  into  the 
army  extraordinaries  of  snms  not  con* 
Qected  even  with  the  army,  was  tba  great 
of^osa  of  cwfyiiw  Ul  tboie  ftc^onUi  and 
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the  obstacle  to  a  clear  understanding  of 
tbeir  amount.  It  was  in  vain,  however*  to 
talk  of  finances  at  the  present  moment-^ 
for  en  effort  was  to  be  made  at  any  rnte  ; 
expensive. .  no  doubt,  it  was ;  whether  it 
would  be  effectual,  would  be  seen  by-and- 
bye.  But  this  be  ventured  to  say.  that  if 
we  proceeded  aft  our  present  rate  of  ex* 
peoditure.  the  House  should  have  soma 
reason  before  it  sanctioned  it.  to  belieT« 
that  the  war  would  be  concluded  evmi 
before  the  end  of  the  present  year. 

The  CkanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  iaid« 
that  the  foreign  expenditure  being  all  en« 
trusted  to  the  comoiissaries  general,  tba 
sums  paid  could  not  be  divided  into  tba 
beads  of  ordinaries,  extraordinaries,  Ipc. 
untj  1  the  acconnts  w«tere  brought  to  this  coao* 
try.  The  greatest  part  of  the  1,200«Q00^ 
which  remained  out  of  the  three  milliooa 
voted  for  army  extraordinaries,  had  beeti 
applied  to  the  liquidation  of  bills  of  trade* 
created  in  1813.  by  Act  of  Parliament^ 
but  as  those  bills  were  provided  for  by 
other  grants>  the  som  would  be  still  appli^ 
cable  to  the  army  extraordinariea  for  tbo 
remainder  of  the  year. 

Mr*  TUrm^  wished,  that  at  the  tim« 
when  the  measure  of  war  had  been  sane* 
tinned  by  the  House,  the  expense  had  been 
laid  befora  them.  At  first  the  qoestion 
was  merely  proposed  to  them  abstractedly, 
then  came  a  little  grant  of  money,  and 
then  larger  votes,  till  at  last  the  House 
would  foe  called  on  to  vole  for  the  first 
year  of  the  present  war  80  millions 
sterling  at  the  least  for  the  subsidies  and 
warlike  est^lishments.  such  as  army, 
navy,  ordnance,  transports.  &c. 

The  OumeeUcr  of  the  EtuAemter  said,  it 
was  true  that  the  expense  or  the  year 
would  be  very  great ;  biit  it  would  have 
been  great  even  if  it  had  not  been  a  year 
of  war.  because  the  arrears  of  the  last  war 
which  were  to  be  provided  for.  were  be* 
tween  18  and  20  millions. 

Mr.  Tienuy  said,  it  was  to  be  obseffved. 
that  an  arrear  of  20  millions  had  been  in* 
corred,  during  the  former  war.  while  the 
tiipenditure  of  the  war  was  supposed  to 
have  been  fully  provided  for ;  they  should, 
therefore,  take  care  that  they  did  not  In- 
cur another  20  millions  of  arrears ;  and 
notwithstanding  the  expenditure  oif  80 
millions  in  the  present  year,  we  were  noi 
secure  against  it. 

The  MiolotioB  was  agreed  to* 

CoMDucT  ow  GoTKxiroa  AiNSux.]  Mr. 
Qmifm,  on  rising  la  comaaent  vpoa  tba 
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^ondact  of  a  person  who  had  enjoyed  an 
important  ritoation«  and  wa«of  a  respecta- 
ble character,  thought  it  necessary  to  dis* 
elaioi  all  motiTet  of  personality  towards 
the  indiridoal»  and  to  declare  that  he  was 
actuated  only  by  a  sense  of  doty  to'  the 
pobKc.  He  was  totally  unacquainted  with 
governor  Ainslie,  and  nobody  would  feel 
more  gratified  than  himself,  if  his  conduct 
with  reference  to  the  two  situations  he  had 
held  at  Grenada  and  Dominica  should  be 
perfectly  justified.  The  papers  relative 
to  the  transactions  at  Grenada  had  been*  a 
long  time  before  the  House;  he  should 
therefore  only  briefly  mention  the  circum- 
stances contained  in  them,  on  which  his 
obsenrations  would  be  founded.  It  ap- 
peared that  general  Ainslie,  on  being  ap- 
pointed vice-goTernor  of  Grenada,  had 
issued,  in  November,  T8I2,  a  proclama- 
tion, directing  all  free  persons  of  colour 
In  the  island  to  appear  before  him,  and 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  under  patn  of 
being  sent  away ;  and  the  time  giten  was 
only  one  week  for  those  persons  to  appear 
from  all  parts  of  the  settlement.  A  person 
named  Jean  Micbell  came  and  took  the 
oath  in  November  1812;  but  in  April  fol- 
lowing, the  governor,  with  a  corporal  and 
two  privates,  went  to  the  house  of  Michell, 
lind  ddrvered  him  into  the  custody  of  the 
cage-keeper,  and  after  being  imprisoned 
be  was  punished  by  receiving  twenty 
lashes:  he  was  put  into  a  sort  of  black 
hole,  and  fed  for  three  days  on  bread  and 
water.  On  the  fourth  day,  his  friends 
applied  for  a  copy  of  the  document  under 
which  he  was  imprisoned,  in  consequence 
of  which- the  governor  ordered  him  to  be 
released,  but  gave  no  reason  for  his  con- 
duct. When,  however,  it  was  understood 
.that  civil'  proceedings  were  about  to  be 
instituted  against  him,  he'  sent  and  offered 
blm  a  sum  of  money,  which  the  man  ac- 
cepted, but  afterwards  thought  proper  to' 
return.  The  governor  then  had  him  sent 
away,  and  went  himself  to  the  printer  of 
the  Gaaette,  directing  him  to  insert  ji  no- 
tice giving  an 'account  of  tbnse  proceed- 
ings, and  describing  Michell  to  be  a  free 
man  of  colour,  who  had*  been  shipped  oif 
the  island  in  conseouence  of  not  having 
taken  the  oath  of  allegiance.  The  consc- 
ience was,  that  an  investigation  took 
place  by  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants ;  and 
the  resolutions  which  a  committee  of  the 
Assembly  agreed  to  were,  that  the  Houte 
were  convinced  of  the  loyal  principles  and 

S>od  condtict  of  the'firee  men  of  colour  on 
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them;  they  added,  that  it  had  been  proved 
by  evidencCi  that  the  liberty  of  these  per- 
sons had  been  grossly  abused  by  general 
Aintflie,  and  censured  his  conduct  in  strong 
and  indignant  terms.    The  hon.  gentle- 
man, after  reading  these  resolutions,  con- 
tended that  the  evidenre  against  Michefl 
Was  ex  parte;  and  when  an  action  wa^ 
commenced    against   Green,    the    cage- 
keeper,  the  plea  was,  that  Michell  was  A 
slave.    But  the  proclamation  #air  only  ad- 
dressed tor  free  men,  and  therefore  the 
governor  had  no  right  to  take  a  slave  and 
flog  him,  merely  because  he  might  be 
found  walking  about.    The  result  of  the 
trial,  in  which  the  cage- keeper  was  the 
nominal  defendant,  was,  that  only  5/.  da- 
mages were  given  against  the  governor, 
with  the  right  of  remission  of  it.  If  it  could 
be   proved    that   Michell    was  a  slave. 
Micbell  was  then  advised,  in  consequence 
of  the  smallness  of  the  damages;  to  let  th^ 
business  rest.     On  a  complaint  of  this 
transaction  being  sent  home,  IbrdBathurst 
wrote  to  governor  Ainstie  in'  reprobation 
of  his  comluct.    His  letter  was  dated  the 
l^h  of  March,  1814;  and,  after  animad- 
verting on  the  circumstances,'  it  added, 
that  any  such  conduct  in  future  would  caU 
for  the  severest  reprehension.     Michell 
went  to  Dominica,  to- procure  a  certificate 
of  his  not  having  been  a  slave :  but  on  his 
return,  he  was  not  sufiered  to'  land,  be- 
caoM  he  had  been  sentenced  to  be  flog- 
ged.   General  Aintlie  afterwards  went,  ds 
governor,  to  Dominica,  at  which  time  therer 
was  an  insurrection  amongst  the  slaves,  or 
as  they  were  variously  called,  Maroons,' 
runaways,  or  deserters  from  their  masters. 
On  bis  assuming  the  government  of  Do* 
minica,  this  evil  liad  proceeded  to  a  conv 
siderable    extent.-^The  hon.  gentleman 
said  he  did  not  mean  to  object  to  the  quelU 
ing  this  insurrection,  but  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  governor  in  reducing  it.    He 
published  a  proclamation,  offering  uncon- 
ditional pardon  to  those  who  returned  to 
their   duty,    but  ^declaring    the    utmost 
rigour  against  those  who  held  out,  adding 
that  neither  age  nor  sex  should  be  spared^ 
but  that  all  should  be  indiscriminately  put 
to  the  bayonet.  It  would  be  said,  that  this 
was  only  a  proclamation  «i  ttrrarem,  and* 
that  it  had  never  been  acted  upon.     He 
was  ready  to  admit  that  this  was  so  far 
true;  but,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  itwaaf 
extremely    indiscreet    and    unjust^able. 
That  it  was  not  acted  upon,  might  be 
owing  to  the  good  sense  of  the  officers ; 
for  if  any  of  them  had  a<;ted  with  aoch  ' 
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Tiolence,  they  would  have  found  their 
justification  in  the  document  in  question^ 
There  was»  indeed,  a  declaration  of  a  capi 
tain  Savarin,  ttating,  that  he  had  never 
received  orders  to  pot  to  death  any  run- 
away, but  that  he  had.  sent  for  weeks 
together  agents  to  the  Maroons,  to  tifeat 
with  and  persuade  them  to  return  home ; 
and  it  was  even  customary  for  the  men 
pot  to  return  their  firings*  This  was  cer- 
tainly much  in  ezplapation  of  the  procla- 
mation, and  in  proof  of  its  non- execution. 
But  there  was  another  document,  being 
an  account  of  the  number  of  Maroons 
killed,  &c.,  from  which  it  appeared  that 
J  2  had  been  kttle<)  in  action,  42  punished, 
and  5S0  restored  to  their  owners,  many 
of  whom  had  been  from  10  to  35  years  in 
the  woods.  Now,  it  would  be  curious  to 
know,  bow  the  owners  of  such  persons 
could  be  ascertained,  as  well  as  the  iden- 
tity of  the  slaves.  The  war,  in  a  great 
degree,  resembled  the^  Maroon  war  some 
years  ago  in  Jamaica.  By  prescription, 
from  the  length  of  time  they  had  been 
away,  many  of  these  persons  might  .be 
deemed  free  people,  and  he  hoped  it  would 
be  prov«4«.  at  least,  that  aill  the.  men  so 
Jianded  over  as  slaves  were  runaways. 
There  were  many  testimonies  in  favonr  of 
general  AUislie  from  respectable  people 
in  Dominica,  and  even  from  the  Assembly 
which'  he  himself  had  dissolved^  on  the 
ground  that^it  had  shown  inattention  to, 
the  interesta  of  those  whom  it  represen|ed. 
If  he  understood  the  bon.  Secretary  oppo- 
aite,  he  had.  told  him,  that  governor  Ainslie 
had  satisfied 'Government  as  to  his  cpn- 
duct,  and  that  it  was  their  intention  to 
aend  him  back  again.  It  waa  in  conse^ 
qnenca  of  this  information  that  he  had 
moved  for  the  printing  of  the  papers,  that 
an  opportunity  might  be  given  for  his 
jtfstification.  He  had,  however,  besides  to 
elate,  that  information  had  been  received 
in  a  letter  frqm  Dominica,  that  general 
Ainslie,  on  making  a  tour  through  the 
island,, had  directed  foi|r  black  soldier#  to 
attend  him,  a^id  they  pot  arriving  in  time, 
he,  without  any  court-mariial,  directed 
tUem  to  he  flogged.  For  this  conduct  the 
government  of  Dominica  Y^ere  determin^etd 
to  pause  on  ai;imittitig  him  back. .  There 
was  another  case  of  stiil  ix^ore  importance 
,tban  any  one  of  the  rest,  and  it  was  on  this 
^count  that  it  was  his  intention  to  move 
lit  a  committee  of  investigation,  that 
whatever  related  to  the  general's  conduct 
might  appear  at  once.  A  most  respect- 
able gdntUmaoi  Mr,  Aberdeen,  a  man  of 
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large  property  in  the  island,  bad  received 
a  letter  here  in  London  from  his  manager, 
dated  the.  4th  of  last  June,  in«  which 
he  stated,  that  information  having  been 
given  to  governor  Ainslie  that  two  slaves 
were  in  communication  with  the  run- 
aways camp,  and  had  sold  the,m  some 
provisions,  which,  however,  were  not  the 
property  of  their  masters,  he  ordered 
the  writer,  the  manager  in  question,  to 
have  them  arrested,  and  sent  to  him  into 
the  town.  They  were  sent,  but  this  per- 
son did  not  accompany  them,  because  he 
was  not  aware  that  any  violent  proceed- 
ings were  in  contemplation ;  but  in  a  few 
days  afterwards  a  messenger  arrived  from 
the  governor^  with  a  box  upon  his  head, 
and  a  letter,  saying,  "  I  have  executed 
one  of  the  two  slaves  you  sent  me,  after 
being  tried  by  a  court-martial,  and  this  is 
his  he^d,  which  you  are  to  place  on  a  pole 
upon  the  estate!" — (Hear,  hear!)  The 
pther  slave  was  imprisoned,  and  afterwards 
shipped  off  the  island.  Tiie  hon.  gentle^ 
man  said  he  had  asked  Mr.  Aberdeen, 
why.  if  he  bad  received  this  letter  so  long 
ago.  he  had  not  taken  some  steps  upon  U 
before  now ;  and  he  answered,  that  he  had 
communicated  it  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
adding  that  he  bad  no  idea  Government 
would,  ever. have  thought  of  sending  the 
general  back  to  the  island.  On  the  whole, 
to  say  the  least,  governor  Ainslie  had  beeiv 
guilty  of  such  great  indiscretion,  that  he 
appeared  ignorant  of  the  colonial .  laws, 
^nd  was  oqfit  to  be  a  governor.  .All  such, 
persons  ought  to  be  of  mild  dispositions, 
and  not  given  to  passion.  The  boo.  gen-- 
tleman  then  adverted  to  the  condition  of 
^he  slaves  in  our  colonies,  which  was  sus-j 
ceptible  of  great  amelioration;  and  he, 
cajled  on  those  members  who  had  so  nobly 
exerted  themselves  in  effecting  the  abo- 
lition of  the  trade,  to  reflect  that  much 
remained  to  be  done.  He  had  some  hun- 
dreds of  slfives  under  his  own  protection,* 
and  he  felt  that  he  should  best  perform  his 
duty  and  consult  his  interest  by  consider- 
ing how  he  could  ameliorate  their  situa- 
tion. .        . 

He  concluded  by  moving,  "  That  a. 
Committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  intO; 
the  conduct  of  George  Kobert  Aiijkslie,« 
esq^  w^ile  Vice-governor  of  Grenada,  and) 
Governor  of  Dominica,  and  to  report  their 
opiaion  io  the  House.''  , 

Sir  Robert  Heron  spoke  at  considerable 
length  in  defence  of  the  character  of 
governor  Ainslie.  Ha.  said,  he  would  firsts 
advert  to  the  charge  against  hiffli  of  having. 
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ordered  four  black  soldiers  to  bo  flogged 
without  trial.  The  whole  of  the  story 
rested  on  what  purported  to  be  the  letter 
of  one  Joanna  Claphaoif  who  kept  a  gin- 
shop  at  Roseau^  in  the  island  of  Dominica. 
This  document,  however*  and  the  charge 
itself*  were  now  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Commander»in*chief,  and  he  would 
not  presume  to  anticipftte  what  would  be 
bis  Royal  Highness's  decision  upon  it. 
The  next  charse  was  that  of  flogging* 
without  trial,  a  free  man  of  colour*  of  the 
name  of  Jean  Michel!*  while  acting-gover- 
nor of  the  island  of  Grenada.  la  regard 
to  this  he  would  observe*  that  governor 
Aioslie  found  the  island  in  a  very  disturbed 
state*  it  being  chiefly  inhabited  by  dis- 
alfected  Frenchmen*  who  had  refused  to 
take  the  oaths.  This  Jean  Michel  1  was  a 
native  of  Mariegalante*  and  had  recently 
arrived  on  the  island.  He  allowed  that 
the  governor  had  acted  indiscreetly  in 
punishing  this  man*  before  having  made 
sufficient  inquiry  whether  he  had  taken 
the  oaths  or  not ;  but  he  bad  little  doubt 
that  the  case  would  never  have. been  heard 
of*,  had  it  not  been  to  gratify  the  revenge 
of  a  person  of  the  name  of  Adye*  who  had 
acted  as  coroner  of  the  island,  and  presi- 
dent of  the  senate,  but  who  was  prosecuted 
and  fined  at  the  instance  of  the  governor* 
for  the  fraudulent  sale  of  government  lands 
in  the  colony.  Hence  the  story  of  Jean 
Michel  1  was  brought  forward*  which  never 
would  otherwise  have  been  heard  of.  But 
from  a  paper  which  had  been  presented 
to  the  House,  it  appeared  that  the  real 
charge  against. this  Michell  was  his  having 
robbed  one  Lawrence  by  means  of  a  false 
key*  and  it  was  on  this  account  that  he 
was  flogged.  He  admitted  it  to  be  indis- 
creet in  governor  Ainslie  to  have  ordered 
this  punishment  of  twenty  lashes  by  his 
ovrn  authority ;  but  it  in  fact  amounted  to 
mercy  to  the  offender*  as*  had  he  been 
tried  in  a  court  of  justice,  his  punishment 
would  probably  have  been  much  more 
severe.  When  the  governor  heard  of  the 
strong  sensation  which  the  proceeding  had 
created  among  the  people  of  colour  in  the 
colony*  he  sent  this  Michell  money  as  a 
compensation*  which  he  at  first  took,  but 
afterwards  sent  back*  and  brought  his 
action  against  the  governor  in  the  Colonial 
Court*  in  which  he  succeeded.  The  only 
reason  why  the  governor  did  not  contra- 
dict the  report  of  Michel!  having  been 
flogged  for  not  taking  the  oaths*  was  that 
it  had  the  good  eflect  of  bringing  down  all 
the  others  in  a  similar  situaUgii  to  take  the 


oaths.  The  only  damages  which  the 
Colonial  Court  gave  to  Michell  in  hia 
action  against  the  governor  were  5i ;  so 
thai  they  did  not  estimate  very  highly  the 
injuries  he  had  sustained.  Under  all  the. 
circumstances*  he  thought 'that  governor 
Ainslie  had  been  already  sufficiently  pu« 
nished  for  his  indiscretion.  He  had  paid 
the  fine*  and*  what  must  have  painfully 
afiected  him  as  a  man  of  honour*  he  had 
received  the  reprimand  of  lord  Bathurst, 
It  was  probably  the  zeal  of  gentlemen 
lor  the  black  population  of  the  West  Indies 
that  induced  them  to  push  this  inquiry : 
but  they  should  recollect  that  it  was  poa* 
lible  enthusiasm  might  go  beyond  justice : 
that  they  also  owed  soofketbing  to  their 
white  fellow-countrymen,  and  that  they, 
ought  not  to  export  the  whole  of  their 
benevolence  to  a  foreign  market*  but 
reserve  some  of  it  for  home  consumption. 
The  next  charge  to  which  he  should 
advert,  was  the  governor's  conduct  towards 
the  -Maroons.  The  House  should  know 
that  these  Maroons  were*  in  the  isUnd  of 
Dominica*  entirely  composed  of  runaway 
slaves*  who  took  refuge, in  the<  centre  of 
the  island*  which  abounded  in  the  ■  most 
unapproachable  fastnesses*  wheaco  they 
could  issue  forth  to  the  destruction  of  the 
planters*  and  bid  defiance  to  attack.  -.  Go- 
vernor Ainslie*  on  his  arrival  on  the  island* 
formed  a  corps  of  black  rangers  for  their 
reduction.  He  also  issued  a  proclamation 
sanffoinary  certainly  in  its  terms*  but  in- 
tended for  intimidation*  not  to  be  literally 
executed.  The  Mutiny  Act,  which  Parlia-. 
ment  passed  annually,  was  most  sangui-. 
nary  in  its  enactment*  for  it  denounced 
death  almost  in  every  line  ;  and  yet'  who 
ever  thought  of  shooting  a  soldier  or  a 
militiaman  for  every  offence  to  which  the» 
punishment  of  death  was  there  attached? 
At  the  time  the  proclamation  was  issued* 
the  island  was  in  danger  of  being  ruined 
by  these  marauders : .  the  most  rigoroua 
measures  were  absolutely  necessary*  as. 
these  Maroons  had  shot  both  the  mes- 
sengers whom  the  governor  sent  to  them : 
but  the  proclamation  had  ultimately  the. 
effect  of  saving  even  the  lives  of  men  who 
lived  by  robbery,  and  whose  occupation 
was  murder.  The  rangers  and  the  pro-, 
clamationset  to  work  together :  the  former 
were  instructed  by  the  governor  himself 
to  act  with  the  greatest  lenity*  and  aip- 
cordingly  only  twelve  of  the  robbers  were 
killed  during  the  whole  war*  while  tba 
rangers  were  often  seen  bringing  in  the 
halt-staryed  womep  and  children  of  the 
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to  get  free  of  the  whole  debt :  there  was, 
therefore,  the  strongest  temptation  to 
bring  innocent  persons  to  trial,  if  any 
colour  of  criminality  coblil  be  set  up  so 
as  to  afford  a  chance  for  conviction.  It 
was  also  to  be  observed,  that  the  late  act 
had  never  been  enforced  in  this  respect 
•o  as  to  attempt  the  suppression  of  the 
ofience  by  the  pecuniary  penalty.  The 
only  prosecutions  were  against  persons 
directly  concerned  in  the  traffic,  and  they 
knew  the  issue  of  those  at  Sierra  Leone, 
where  the  learned  surgeon  presided. 

The  Marquis  of .  Lansdowne  sM^  that 
the  clause  as  to  the  lending  money  on 
security  in  the  foreign  islands  extended 
only  to'  mortgages  of  the  land,  and  not  to 
security  on  the  produce— -and  without  such 
a  clause,  the  whole  provisions  of  the  Act 
would  be  nugatory.  With  respect  to  in- 
nocent persons,  the  Act  extended  only  to 
those  who  knowingly  and  wilfully  lent 
their  money  for  this* particular  purpose. 
There  were,  however,  a  few  amendments 
which  he  wished  to  propose.  •  As  to  the 
tribunals,  they  were  such  as  existed  for 
the  punishment  of  piracy,  which  this  of- 
fence very  much  resembM. 

Lord  '  Eltenborough  strongly  argued 
against  the  adoption  of  a  measure  by 
which  a  crime,  very  loosely  described, 
was  to  be  considered  as  felony.  He  con- 
ceived that  for  the  punishment  of  usury,  a 
heavy  mulct  would  be  sufficient  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion  ;  or,,  at  most,  that  the  crime 
should  be  declared  a  misdemeanor,  liable 
io  the  punishment  of  transportation.  No 
me  wished  more  ardently  than  himself 
that  the  Slave*trade  were  abolished  all 
over  the  world,  but  he  could  not  give  his 
consent  to  such  crude  acts  of  legislation 
as  that  before  their  lordships.  He  warmly 
recommended  a  postponement  of  the 
consideration  of  the  measure,  instancing 
several  cases,  in  which,  as  it  at  present 
stood,  unoffending  individuals  mignt  be 
entangled  in  its  provisions. 

The  Earl  of  Wettmoreiand,  in  reply  to 
what  had  been  stated  by  the  noble /mar- 
quis, said,  that  be  had  not  alluded  to  the 
danger  that  innocent  persons  might  be  pu- 
nished, but  to  the  danger  of  their,  being 
brought  to  trialat  such  distant  places  a^d 
before  such  tribunals.  And  he  was  still 
of  opinion,  that  according  to  the  words 
of  the  Act,  providing  that  the  trial  should 
take  place  wliere  the  offence  was  commit- 
ted, persons  might  be  taken  from  this 
country  io  be  tried  before  those  colonial 
tribunals* 


Lord  Qrenvile  said,  that  the  principle 
of  the  measure  was  to  have  it  declared, 
that  persons  guilty  of  this  atrocious  crime 
were  to  be' regarded  as  criminals,  and  to 
be  punished  as  such,  and  by  the  same  tri- 
bunals which  were  appointed  for  the  pu- 
nishment of  piracy.  As  for  the  pecuniary 
penalty,  it  had  been  found  that  tlie  profita 
of  this  abominable  traffic  were  such  as  to 
overbalance  it.  The  only  way  to  check 
the  offence,  was  to  degrade  those  persons 
engaged  in  it  from  that  rank  in  society 
which  the  crime  rendered  them  unfit  to 
hold.  But  he  admitted  that  the  seventy 
of  the  punishment  rendered  it  the  more 
necessary  that  the  law  shoald  be  clear  and 
precise  in  its  enactments;  and  he  hoped 
his  noble  and  learned  friend,  whose  power- 
ful assistance  in  the  business  of  the  aboli- 
tion he  weU  remembered,  and  would 
always  remember  with  gratitude,  would 
lend  his  aid  in  giving  the  Act  all  the  pre- 
cision of  which  it  was  susceptible. 

The  Earl  of  Lherpool  suggested,  that 
the  roost  proper  plan  would  be  to  agree 
to  the  amendments  of  the  noble  marquin, 
and  then  to  have  the  Bill  printed,  that  the 
House  might  see  it  in  its  most  perfect 
state,  and  then  decide  whether  it  might 
not  be  necessary  to  have  it  recommitted. 

This  was  agreed  to.  The  amendments 
were  introduced,  and  the  Bill  ordered  t6 
be  printed  as  amended. 
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Monday t  June  5* 

Scotch  Game  and  Fish  PafiSEavATiON 
Bill.]  Sir  George.  Gierke  moved  the 
order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of 
the  Scotch  Game  and  Fish.  Preservation 
Bill.  ^ 

Mr,  W.  Dundas  opposed  the  principle 
of  the  Bill,  as  being  exceissively  severe, 
arbitrary,  and  unnecessary. 

Sir  G.  Clerke  observing  that  those  terms 
were  pariicultarly  applied  to  two  clauses 
of  the  Bill,  the  one  inflicting  a  severe  pe- 
nalty on  unqualified  persons  killing  game 
and  fish,  and  the  other  on  persons  laying 
snares,  declared,  that  he  was  willing  to 
withdraw  both;  and  hoped,  by  such  a 
concession,  to  conciliate  the  favour  of  the 
hon.  gentleman,  and  also  of  the  member 
for  Glasgow  (Mr.  Finlay),  who  he  under- 
stood intended  to  oppose  the  Bill. 

Mr.  (/.  P.  Grant  said,  that  his  objection 
to  the  Bill  was  not  confined  to  those  two 
clauses,  but  .was  extended  to  another, 
which  he  considered  equally  oppressire. 
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He  alluded  to  that  which  aathonzed  send* 
ing  persons  convicted  of  the  ofience  to  the 
House  of  Correction,  instead  of  the  Coooty- 
gaol,  the  usual  place  of  punishment. 

Sir  George  Wanendet  stated,  that  several 
representations  had  been  transmitted  to 
bim  from  many  parts  of  Scotland,  depre* 
eating  the  proposed  Bill,  and  declaring, 
that  Its  effects  would  be  totally  different 
from  what  were  expected.  The  measure 
was  unknown  to  Scotland,  ill  suited  to  the 
manners  and  feelings  of  the  people,  and 
conse<)ttently  injurious  and  oppressive. 
He  therefore  should  oppose  it. 

Mr.  Homer  expressed  his  unqualified 
diasent  to  the  measure ;  and  that  opinion 
was  in  no  small  degree  confirmed  by  the 
assertion  made  by  an  hon.  member,  that 
it  was  totally  unnecessary,  an  assertion  of 
considerable  weight,  as  coming  from  one 
who  was  himself  a  keen  sportsman.  He 
feared  that  the  gentlemen  of  Scotland  who 
fafoured  the  Bill,  had  not  attended  suffi- 
ciently to  its  object ;  to  afford  them,  there- 
fore, more  time,  he  would  move,  as  an 
amendment,  *'  That  the  Bill  be  read  this 
day  three  months/' 

After  some  further  obsenrationa  from 
•ir  G.  Gierke,  Mr.  Abercrombie,  sir  C. 
Monck,  Mr.  Serjeant  Best,  and  lord  Bin- 
ning, sir  George  Gierke  consented  to 
withdraw  the  Bill  altogether. 

Slate  Trade.]  Mr.  fVUberforce  wished 
toaak  the  noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribbon,  whe- 
ther any  arrangements  had  been  made  with 
Louis  18,  relative  to  the  total  suppression 
of  the  Slave-trade,  in  the  event  of  success 
in  the  present  war  against  Buonapart6  ? 

Lord  Casilereagh  replied,  that  nothing 
should  be  wanting  on  the  part  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  to  execute  strictly  the 
wishes  of  Parliament  on  that  interesting 
•ubject.  The  present  state  of  the  case 
was  most  favourable  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  that  object ;  and  he  could  assure 
bis  hon.  friend  that  the  subject  had  not 
escaped  the  notice  of  ministers. 

Mr.  Wilberfarce  relied  with  the  fullest 
confidence  on  the  feelings  of  his  noble 
friend,  in  his  endeavours  to  suppress  that 
traffic— nothing  could  be  more  satisfac- 
tory than  his  uniform  concurrence  in  the 
attainment  of  that  object. 

Here  the  conversation  ended, 

GoMMiTTEB  OF  SuppLT.]  The  Report 
of  the  Gommittee  of  Supply  was  brougl|t 
up,  and  on  putting  the  question.  That  the 
Resolutions  be  read  a  second  time, 
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Lord  John  UuMttU  rose  to  ezpresa  his 
disapprobation  of  the  war,  which  be  de- 
clared to  be  impolitic  in  iu  origin,  unjust 
in  its  object,  and  injurious  in  its  conse- 
quences. He  could  not  conceive  what 
right  we  had  to  compel  France  to  receive 
any  particular  form  of  government.  It 
was  true,  that  annexed  to  the  Treaty  of 
.  Vienna  was  a  Declaration  that  the  Allies 
would  not  force  the  Bourbona  on  the 
throne  of  France ;.  but  nothing  could  be 
more  contradictory  than  the  purport  of 
the  Declaration,  and  tl>e  1st  and  ttth  ar- 
ticles of  the  Treaty— by  the  former  the 
right  of  Louis  was  waved ;  while  the  lat- 
ter recognised  it  in  full  force.  He  con* 
ceived  that  Declaration  to  be  notbin|p 
more  than  a  pretence  to  satisfy  the  friends- 
of  freedom  in  this  country,  and  to  coeceal 
the  real  object  of  the  confederacy.  As 
to  compelling  France  to  submit  to  loreiga 
dictation,  the  thought  was  absurdi^the  ex- 
perience of  history  wonld  not  wasrant 
such  a  supposition,  and  the  last  war  should 
have  taught  os  the  impossibility  of  effect- 
ing it. 

Mr.  J.  P.,  Grmu  wished  to  know  from 
the  Ghaocellor  of  the  Exchequer  what  re- 
sources he  looked  to  for  carrying  on  the 
war,  w^ich  had  escaped  every  other  per«> 
son's  observation.  He  could  not  conceive 
it  possible  to  carry  on  the  war  without  a 
deficit  beyond  the  war  taxes  of  about  45/ 
millions.  The  whole  income  of  the  conn- 
try  appeared,  from  the  property-tax  r^ 
turns,  to  be  only  about  145  millions;  and 
yet  the  country  would  be  called  on  to  pay 
70  millions  of  taxes,  with  a  deficit,  after 
all,  of  45  millions.  If  he  was  wrong,  he 
would  be  set  right  with  pleasure.  No-> 
thing  he  had  heard  during  the  discussions 
had  changed  his  opinion  of  the  impolicy 
of  this  war ;  neither  by  eloquence,  nor  by 
the  technical  justice  of  it,  deduced  frooi 
Buonaparte's  non-fulfilment  of  a  treaty  for 
which  no  security  was  taken,  and  which 
no  one  could  believe  he  would  abide  by» 
if  his  interest  led  the  other  way,  had  a 
justifiable  case  been  made  out  in  his  mind. 
The  only  argument  that  could  be  urged 
was,  that  it  was  essential  to  our  safety  that 
Buonaparte  should  be  depos^.  It  was. 
the  first  time  in  the  world  that  war  was. 
made  for  such  an  objecL  It  was  the  first 
time  that  it  was  said  in  that  House,  that 
the  character  of  any  individual  was  geound 
for  a  war  for  our  own  safety,  whica  BUUt 
depend  upon  our  own  exertions. 

Mr.  BauMi  animadverted  on  the  eott-^ 
*duct  of  King  Ferdinand  7  of  Spaiui^  wbe* 
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he  contended,  bad  been  enabled  to  carry 
his  detestable  oieasures  into  execution, 
by  the  assistance  of  the  GoTernment  of 
this  country.  Formerly  the  character  of 
this  country  stood  high  abroad ;  but  the 
noble  lord,  and  the  Congress  of  Vienna, 
had  at  length  settled  that  character.  He 
wished  to  know  from  the  noble  lord,  who 
it  was  that  inflicted  such  disgrace  on  the 
character  of  the  nation,  as  to  advise  the 
Order  of  the  Garter  to  be  conferred  on 
Ferdinand  of  Spain. 

Sir  J.  Newport  said,  that  from  what  he 
had  heard,  the  present  system  of  recruit- 
ing the  militia,  particularly  in  Ireland/ was 
extremely  injudicious,  and  conducive  to  a 
ipost  lavish  expense.  He  was  informed, 
that  bounties  were  giren  to  recruits,  who 
were  then  permitted  to  return  home, 
under  a  promise  of  appearing  again  when 
required.  He  wished  to  know  if  such 
were  the  fact. 

Lord  Palmeruon  replied,  that  as  the 
militia  regiments  were  not  as  yet  em- 
bodied, Government  had  been  obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  the  system  mentioned 
by  the  right  hon.  baronet.  The  entire 
bounty  was,  however,  not  paid,  the  re- 
cruit received  only  a  guinea,  and  the 
remainder  being  withheld,  be  expected 
most  of  them  would  appear  again  when 
called  upon. 

Sir  •/.  Newport  said,  that  there  was  no- 
thing to  prevent  every  one  of  them  en* 
listing  in  diflerent  regiments,  and  receiving 
the  bounty  in  each. 

Mr.  Gordon  was  anxious  to  know  whe- 
ther any  means  were  devised  to  correct 
the  lavish  ^expenditure  in  the  commissariat 
department. 

The  Ckanctllor  qf  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  the  attention  of  Government  had 
long  been  directed  to  this  subject,  and  be 
hoped  that  measures  had  been  now  taken 
to  put  the  system  under  more  effectual 
control.  In  Spain,  owing  to  the  nature 
.of  the  country,  and  the  scantiness  of  re- 
sources, which  led  to  the  dispersion  of  the 
officers  of  the  commissariat  very  widely, 
it  was  found  impossible  to  regulate  the 
department  as  well  as  could  be  wished, 
and  abuses  had  crept  in*  In  the  Nether- 
lands the  supplies  being  abundant  and  at 
band,  the  same  difficulties  would  not 
exist.;  and  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Rosen- 
,  hagen  to  the  new  office  of  controller  of 
this  department,  he  hoped  would  be  aU 
tended  with  the  happiest  consequences. 

Mr.  baring  complained  that  the  whole 
^system  of  the  commissariat  in  Spain  bad 
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been  defective,  particularly  the  practice 
of  giving  only  government  paper  in  the 
mountains  of  Gallicia  or  Andalusia,  where 
the  inhabitants  did  not  know  how  to  esti* 
mate  its  value.     He   had  wished  that  a 
committee  should  be  appointed  upon  the 
subject.      He  objected  to  the  great  dis- 
proportion between  the  money  we  were 
to  provide,  and  the  small  force  it  enabled 
us  to  bring  into  the  field.     He  had  under* 
stood  that  for  the  service  of  the  army  the 
agents  of  Government  were  now  in  the 
habit  of  buying  up  guineas.     lie  wished 
to  know  if  that  were  the  fact  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqver  said, 
that  if  such  a  practice  existed  it  had  not 
come  to  his  knowledge.  He  was  happy 
to  say  that  a  larger  sum  of  ready  money 
had  been  obtained  for  the  army,  by  regular 
means,  than  had  been  expected. 

Sir  J.  Newport  hoped  some  regulation 
would  be  adopted  to  correct  the  system 
of  billeting  at  present  practised  in  Ire- 
land, by  which  persons  were  liable  to 
have  the  soldiery  billeted  upon  them  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  officers  whose  duty  it 
was  to  provide  quarters  for  the  soldiers, 
without  any  regard  to  that  fairness  of 
distribution  which  ought  at  all  limes  to  be 
practised. 

Lord  Palmeruon  was  not  so  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  the  laws  upon 
this  subject  in  Ireland,  as  with  those  in 
this  country ;  but  if  the  right  hon.  baronet 
would  point  out  any  improvement  which 
his  knowledge  might  enable  him  to  sug- 
gest, he  should  be  happy  to  attend  to  it. 

Mr*  Peel  said,  that  a  measure  was  in 
contemplation,  whereby,  in  all  cases 
where  soldiers  were  billeted  on  private 
individuals  in  Ireland,  an  allowance  of 
threepence  per  night  for  lodging  money 
would  be  allowed ;  a  sum  which,  on  all 
occasions,  would  be  sufficient  to  induce 
the  soldiers  to  go  elsewhere ;  but  as  there 
were  many  districts  in  that  country  in 
which  public-houses  were  not  to  be  found, 
it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  billets  on 
private  individuals  should  be  granted. 

Sir  «/•  Newport  said,  his  object  was  to 
have  some  measure  adopted  which  would 
prevent  respectable  tradesmen  and  others 
from  being  rendered  subject  to  the  system 
of  billet,  as  was  the  case  in  this  country* 

Mr.  Grcnfell  took  this  opportunity  of 
asking,  whether  it  was  not  now  the  prac- 
tice to  purchase  light  guineas  for  the 
purpose  of  being  re-coined  ? 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  knew  of 
no  sucb  practice. 
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Mr.  Homer  said,  that  it  was  absurd  to 
attempt  to  conceal  the  fact,  that  not  only 
Prauiaii  and  .German,  bat  French  money, 
was  now  coined  at  the  British  Mint  most 
extensively ;  and  it  was  almost  equally 
certain,  that  Britiih  guineas  to  a  great 
amount  were  melted  into  Louis* d'ors.  He 
admitted  that  it  might  be  a  necessary 
expedient,  but  it  was  absurd  to  keep  laws 
upon  the  statute  book  against  individuals, 
to  prevent  melting  the  coin  of  the  realm, 
when  Government  were  guilty  of  the 
crime  to  so  enormous  an  extent. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  that  this  practice  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  exercising  an  nnjus- 
tifiable  act  of  sovereignty  over  those  coun- 
tries whose  coins  we  imitated  wtthont 
expreA  permission.  What  should  we  say 
to  foreign  nations  who  should  venture  to 
fabricate  guineas  for  us  ? 

The  Report  was  then  agreed  t6. 

Monument  TO  Sir  Edward  Paxenham.] 
Lord  CasiUreagh,  in  rising  to  propose  that 
a  monument  should  be  erected  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  sir  Edward  Pakenham> 
assured  the  House,  that  whatever  delay 
bad  taken  place  in  proposing  the  present 
vote,  was  to  be  attributed  only  to  an 
anxiety  not  to  infringe  those  roles  by 
which  the  proceedings  of  Parliament  in 
cases  of  this  nature  had  hitherto  been 
guided.  The  general  principle  had  been 
to  connect  with  records  and  tributes  of  this 
nature  something  of  a  successful  issue  to 
the  pccasion  on  which  the  individual  bad 
fallen,  or  had  acquired  distinction.  There 
were,  however,  he  had  discovered,  excep- 
tions to  this  rule,  and  he  was  far  from 
thinking  that  the  present  instance  was 
not  one  in  which  the  exception  ought  to 
be  allowed.  Monuments  had  sometimes 
been  voted  where  Parliament  had  not 
previously  expressed  their  approbation  by 
a  vote  of  thanks ;  and  if  this  bad  ever  oc- 
curred, he  could  conceive  no  reason  why 
that  honour  should  nut  be  decreed  to  a 
soldier,  distinguished  on  so  many  memo- 
rable occasions,  and  whose  whole  short 
bat  active  career  had  been  passed  in  the 
highest  schools  of  his  profeuion.  He  was 
generally  admitted  to  be  not  only  a  good 
disciplinarian  and  an  exact  regimental 
officer,  but  to  possess  all  those  endow* 
ments  of  mind  which  were  essential  to 
the  more  important  duties  of  command. 
After  having  acquired  great  reputation  in 
the  West  Indies,  where  he  was  twice 
wounded,  he  applied  to  be  sent  to  the 
Peninsula,  though  in    very  bad    health, 


where,  from  the  period  of  the  battle  of 
Talavera,  he  rendered  the  most  important 
services  to  his  country.  He  should  afier^ 
wards  have  the  honour  of  moving  a  similar 
resolution  with  respect  to  generals  Gibba 
and  Gillespie.  He  should  now  move, 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  give 
directions,  that  a  monument  be  erected  in 
the  Cathedral  Church  of  St.  Paul,  London, 
to  the  memory  of  Major-general  the  ho- 
nourable sir  Edward  Pakenbani,  knight 
of  the  most  honourable  Order  of  the  Bath, 
who  tell  on  the  8(h  of  January  last,  in  an 
attack  upon  the  enemy's  works  in  front  of 
New  Orleans,  in  commemoration  of  hia 
eminent  and  distinguished  services;  and 
that  this  House  will  make  good  the  ex- 
pense  attending  the  same." 

General  GoMccyne  bora  testimony  to  the 
gallant  behaviour  of  general  Pakenhamir 
who,  when  first  struck,  had  advanced 
within  thirty  yards  of  the  fort,  which  waa 
the  only  difficulty  which  remained  to  be 
surmounted ;  he  was  then  struck  by  » 
ball,  and  being  about  to  mount  a  horee 
which  was  brought  him,  he  was  struck  by< 
another  ball  in  the  spine,  which  terminated* 
his  valuable  life.  He  hoped  there  >  would 
not  be  a  dissentient  voice  oo  the  qneation* 

Mr.  IVynn  suggested  the  propriety  of 
entering  the  several  votes  of  thanks  ot  the 
House  to  general  Pakenham,  to  the  num* 
ber  of  six,  which  having  been  done,  the 
motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 

Thames  Bathing  Bill.]  On  the  mo- 
tion for  the  second  reading  of  the  Thames 
Bathing  Bill, 

Mr.  Bathurtt  wished  the  committee  on 
this  Bill  to  be  fixed  for  Thursday,  on 
which  day  he  should  propose  a  clause  to 
limit  the  operation  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  ffyjm  observed,  that  the  object  of 
the  Bill  was  to  restore  to  the  public  the 
advantage  of  bathing  in  the  river  Thames, 
of  which  they  had  been  deprived  by  a 
clause  introduced  into  the  Thames  Police 
Bill,  at  a  late  period  of  the  last  session, 
whrch  left  a  discretionary  power  to  the 
magistrates,  of  which  they  had  availed, 
themselves,  by  prohibiting  persons  from.* 
bathing  on  the  shores  ofthe  river  Thames,  > 
from  Biackwall  to  Batter8ea'.bridge,  imder 
a  penalty  of  20r.     As  this  was  a  most 
injurious  encroachment  on  the  comfort  of 
the  lower  classes,  there  being  at  common 
law  sufficient  remedy  against  public  in-  • 
decency,  if  any  such  were  complained  of^. 
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be  ihoaght  tbe  Bill  should  be  allowed  to 
pais  in  its  present  state^  to  pot  the  law 
upon  its  old  footing. 

Mr.  Batkwrat  thought  that  some  power 
•f  sammary  punishment,  by  fine,  should 
be  ffiven  against  offenders  against  decency, 
as  toe  common-law  remedy  was  expensive, 
and  the  punishment  severe. 

Mr.  ^t/Afr/brctf  observed,  that  the  Bill 
before  the  House  would  go  to  sanction 
the  indecency  frequently  committed  on 
the  banks  of  the  Thames,  and  woold  be  a 
declaration  of  Parliament  that  it  was  ex- 
pedient that  persons  should  expose  their 
naked  bodies  on  the  banks  of  tbe  Thames. 
Mr.  Homer  said,  the  bon.  gentleman 
bad  committed  a  pious  fraud  in  his  state* 
aient  of  tbe  case,  because  tbe  Bill  would 
merely  declare,  that  it  was  inexpedient  to 
make  a  provision  to  prevent  all  bathing 
between  the  West  India  docks  and  Bat- 
tersea,  there  being  already  a  law  against 
any  indecent  exposure  of  >  tbe  person, 
either  in  tbe  Thames  or  elsewhere,  which 
bad  been  exerted  against  one  of  the  most 
•celebrated  wits  of  Charlet  the  second's 
«oart,  sir  Charles  Sedley.  Nothing,  be 
thought,  sbonid  be  left  to  the  discretion 
af  the  magistrates  on  this  subject. 

Mrw  Wym  observed,  that  the  country 
bad  gone  on  extremely  well  under  the 
old  Jaw  on  this  subject;  and  if  decent 
ieraalet  who  took  the  water  were  annoyed, 
It  was  better  they  should  suy  at  home 
than  that  tbe  health  of  all  the  lower 
classes  of  the  metropolis  should  suffer  for 
the  accommodation  of  their  delicacy. 
4aeen  Biisabetb,  with  her  maids  of  ko- 
noor,  used  to  go  from  Whitehall  to  Green- 
vich«  or  to  Richmond,  in  barges^  and  the 
arohbiahop  of  Canterbury  to  pass  in  a 
barge  to  attend  bis  doty  in  parliament,  at 
times  when  the  practice  of  batbing  in  the 
Thames  was  more  conaon  than  at  pre- 
eeat.  Besides,  the  Police  Act  had  no 
provision  against  perMms  undressing  or 
exposing  themselves,  so  it  was  not  wKh 
ao  intentien  to  bathe. 

fiir  J.  Ainopor/  said,  if  batbing  was  pro- 
hibited in  the  Thames,  a  similar  law  must 
be  passed  with  reference  to  every  other 
river  in  the  United  Kingdom,  as  it  would 
Im  ttnjost  to  legislate  for  one  place  without 
eatendrag  the  benefit  of  the  same  legisla* 
twa  to  others.  Thus  the  inhabitanu  of 
Deblin,  Liverpool,  Bristol,  and  other  great 
Aewns,  must  be  aabject  to  similar  laws. 

Mr.  IFrofiesky  thoQjsbt  that  the  clause 
««gbt  to  be  repealed^  as  it  bad  been  intro- 
4uiQed  vitbottt  any  aotica* 
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Mr.  Pres/on  thought  that  the  Houae 
would  be  more  nice  than  wise,  if  they  were 
to  legislate  on  such  a  subject. 

Mr.  Witberforce  ssid,  tbat  with  regard  to 
Dublin,  to  which  a  right  hon.  baronet  bad 
alluded,  he  apprehended  it  would  not  be 
very  necessary  to  pass  any  law  for  pro- 
hibiting bathing  in  that  city,  as  he  onder« 
stood  the  river  Lifiey,  which  flowed 
through  it,  was  not  of  that  pellucid  natore 
wMicb  would  afford  many  inducements  to 
such  amusements.  He  did  not  consider 
tbe  antiquity  of  tbe  practice  of  bathing  ia 
tbe  Thames  as  an  argument  for  its  continu- 
ance. If  this  was  ence  admitted,  many 
other  practices  might  obtain,  whrcb  woold 
be  injurious  to  the  peace  of  tbe  metropolis, 
but  which  had  been  abandoned  for  years* 
It  was  only  a  few  days  since  he  dined  witb 
a  gentleman  who  had  shot  snipes  and 
woodcocks  in  St.  Martin's-in^the-Fields. 
However  correct  that  amusement  might 
have  been  formerly,  he  did  not  consider 
tbat  it  ought  to  be  permitted  at  present. 

Tbe  Bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
ordered  to  be  committed  on  Tbofsday. 

Mr.  hatkuni  moTed  that  the  committee 
have  power  to  amend  the  Thames  Police 
Act.  He  iheoght  it  would  be  proper  to 
revive  the  provisions  as  to  batbing,  some* 
what  modified ;  one  reason  for  which  was, 
that  the  want  of  deference  in  the  lower 
classes  towards  the  higher,  which  bad  in- 
creased so  much  of  late  years,  rendered 
some  alteration  in  tbe  law  necessary. 

Tbe  House  divided  :  For  tbe  motion, 
21 ;  Against  it,  15:  Majority,  6. 

Chapel  Exemption  Bill.]  On  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Chancellor  of  tRe  Exchequer, 
tbe  House  went  into  a  farther  considera<* 
tionef  the  Chapel  Exemption  Bill.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  said,  it  had  been  pro* 
posed  tbat  one  seat  in  ten  in  all  chapels  to 
be  built  in  future  should  be  allotted  to  the 
poor;  bat  he  woold  move  as  an  amend- 
ment,  that  one  seat  in  five  shodd  be  re* 
served  for  that  description  of  persons. 

General  Thandan  wished,  in  the  first 
place,  to  oppose  tbe  amendments,  and  then 
to  throw  out  tbe  Bill  altogetber. 

The  Speaker  then  put  the  question,  that 
tbe  Bill,iwith  its  amendments,  be  engrossed. 

General  Tkomtcm  lamented,  that  some 
gentlemen  of  great  libilittes,  who  intended 
to  appose  tbe  third  read  hag  of  the  Bil)| 
were  not  then  present ;  but  as  he  bad  inti- 
mated his  intention  of  opposing  it  in  every 
stage,  he  would  then  declare,  that  it  seemed 
of  a  dangerous  and  alarmiog  natare«    II 
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calUd  on  the  nemben  of  th«  established 
Church  to  support  the  dissentersi  and  ex* 
empt  certain  places  for  ihe  gratuitous  io- 
struction  of  the  poor,  where  no  religious 
instruction  whatever  was  given.  A  right 
reverend  prelate  had  recently  preached  a 
sermon  before  the  Society  for  promoting 
Christian  Knowledge,  wherein  he  main- 
tained, among  other  points*  that  we  should 
guard  against  all  the  modern  doctrines  of 
liberality  and  toleration^  and  that  indifis- 
rence  to  forms  of  faith  was  indifference  to 
truth  and  falsehood.  The  hon.  general* 
therefore,  sincerely  embracing  these  opi- 
nionsy  moTed  that  the  Bill  should  be  en- 
grossed on  that  day  three  months. 

This  amendment  was  put  and  negatived, 
and  the  original  question  carried. 
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Petitions  against  thb  Corn  Bill.] 
Earl  Stanhope  presented  a  petition  from 
Stirling,  praying  a  repeal  of  the  Corn  Bill. 
He  moved  that  the  petition  be  read  at 
length,  that  their  lordships  might  hear  the 
excellent  arguments  which  it  contained. 

The  petition  was  read  accordingly;  and 
after  stating  some  of  the  common  objec- 
tions to  the  Bill,  it  mentioned  something 
respecting  mean  and  selfish  artifices  having 
been  employed  in  passing  the  Bill,^-tbat 
the  object  of  it  was  to  raise  the  price  of 
the  necessaries  of  life«i-4hat  the  Bill  had 
been  passed  with  precipitation,  so  as  to 
render  it  impossible  to  present  numerous 
petitions  which  would  otherwise  have  been 


in  parliament,  but  to  the  means  for  getting 
it  passed)  used  out  of  the  House.  As  lo 
any  other  objections,  he  called  upon  the 
noble  lord  to  state  any  one  of  them. 

Lord  RedesdaU  mentioned  the  word% 
'  that  the  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  raise  the 
price  of  provisions/  which  was  utterly  falsa 
and  unfounded,  as  the  grounds  on  which 
the  Bill  had  been  passed*  vfrere  of  •  totally 
different  description.  He  also  mentioned 
the  passage  where  the  House  was  accused 
of  having  proceeded  with  undue  precipita- 
tion, which  was  a  direct  charge  against  the 
House  of  having  acted  from  corrupt  mo- 
tives. It  was  time  for  their  lordships  to 
make  a  stand  against  petitions  worded  in 
this  manner,  otherwise  they  would  be  per- 
petually insulted :  and  as  to  the  people 
who  presented  them  being  poor  and  starv- 
ing, the  petitions  did  not  by  any  means 
appear  to  be  from  persons  of  that  descrip- 
tion. They  were  from  a  manufacture,  and 
worded  pretty  nearly  in  the  same  manner. 

Earl  SimAipe  did  not  knew  what  the 
noble  lord  meant  by  th^ir  being  from  a 
manufiicture,  lor  he  defied  him  to  point 
out  a  single  petiiion  before  presented 
which  was  so  worded ;  and  that  was  a  flat 
contradiction.  The  petitioners  stated  that 
the  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  raise  the  price 
of  the  necessaries  of  life^  but  they  did  not 
say  that  such  was  the  object  of  that  House ; 
and  as  to  the  charge  of  precipitation,  he 
thought  it  fair,  when  coming. from  those 
who  had  been  prevented  from  petKioning 
against  the  Bill  during  iu  progress,  by  the 
haste  with  which  it  was  carried  through. 

The  House  then  divided  on  the  question, 
that  the  petition  be  received : — Contents, 


uken  place,  lamented  the  little  attention 
which  had  been  paid  to  the  almost  unani- 
mous voice  of  the  people  constitutionally 
expressed. 

Lord  iUdesdak  opposed  the  receiving  of 
this  petition,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not 
couched  in  decent  and  respectful  language, 
and  particularly  isd  verted  to  the  words  that 
mean  artificea.had  been  used  in  passing  the 
Bill.  This  was  acciising  their  lordships 
of  undue  and  selfish  motives ;  and  for  this, 
among  other  groundf,appearingon  theiace 
of  the  petition,  he  could  not  vote  for  its 
being  received. 

Earl  Sianhope  said,  that  while  people 
were  starving,  it  could  not  be  hoped  that 
they  would  be  very  guarded  in  their  lan- 
guage; but  there  was  no  intention  to 
insult  the  House,  for  the  words  'mean 
Artifices'  jM  not  altede  to  anj  thing  done 


presented  against  it-*and  the  petitioners, 

while  they  regretted  the  tomuhs  that  bad  {  5;    Proxies,  5—10.     Not-eontents,   9; 


Proxies^  1 1-— 20.    The  petition  was  ac- 
cordingly rejected. 

The  Marquis  of  Dougku  presented  a 
peution  also  against  the  Cotn  Bill  from  the 
Corporation  of  Weavers  in  Rotherslen, 
which  was  received  as  the  petition  of  th^ 
person  signing  it.  The  marquis  then  pre^ 
sented  a  petition  from  the  Corporation  of 
Tailors  of  Rotherglen,  also  against  the 
Corn  Bill. 

Lord  MehUle  oppoeed  it,  as  containing 
expressions  insulting  to  the  House. 

The  Marquis  of  DomglM  contended  thsiC 
it  was  of  the  greatest  importance  to  throw 
Sheir  doors  wide  open  to  petitioners.  As 
to  insulting  the  House,  he  could  not  believe 
that  any  such  thing  was  intended  by  the 
petitioners  ;  but  h,e  had  done  his  duty  ill 
offering  it.  Their  lordships  would  dispoas 
of  it  as  th^y  thougbt  fiju 
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The  Marqois  of  JLimAiiocoiM  agreeing  that 
the  doors  ought  to  be  thrown  wide  open  to 
petitioners,  yet  thought  that  there  were  in* 
suiting  expressions  in  this  petition^  and  that 
it  ought  not  to  be  receiYed. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  also  contended, 
that  the  language  of  it  was  improper,  as 
accusing  the  House  of  artifice  and  corrupt 
motif  es.  It  had  been  said,  that  the  people 
were  starving:  but  he  would  ask  whether 
the  price  of  corn  had  risen  to  an  nnreasona* 
ble  height,  or  whether  there  was  any  time 
at  which  it  could  with  less  show  of  reality 
be  contended  that  the  people  were  starv- 
ing ?  As  to  the  charge  of  precipitation,  the 
natter  had  been  under  consideration  for 
two  years  in  a  committee  of  the  other 
House,  and  one  year  in  a  committee  of  this 
House,  and  every  exertion  had  been  used 
t»  induce  petitioners  to  come  forward,  but 
without  efiect ;  so  that  the  object  appeared 
to  be  to  keep  them  back  till  the  last  mo- 
ment, so  as  to  procure  some  appearance  of 
a  ground  of  complaint. 

Earl  Sianhope  said,  he  had  not  stated 
that  the  people  were  starving  from  the 
effects  of  this  Bill,  but  that  the  people  in 
the  quarter  from  whence  the  petitions 
came  were  in  great  distress  for  want  of 
employment;  and  being  compelled  to  work 
for  diminished  wages,  they  thought  their 
distress  much  aggravated  by' the  Act  in 
question. 

The  Marquis  of  Douglas,  in  deference 
to  the  sense  of  the  House,  agreed  to  with- 
draw  the  petition ;  but  earl  Stanhope  said, 
that  he  would  not  agpree  to  its  being  with- 
drawn— if  the  House  did  not  like  it,  they 
might  reject  it.  The  petition  was  accord- 
ingly rejected.  ' 

The  Marquis  of  Douglas  then  presented 
a  petition  to  the  same  efiect  from  the 
parish  of  Campsie,  in  Renfrew.  The  peti- 
tion adverted  to  the  want  of  feeling  in  the 
legislature  for  the  interests  of  the  people, 
and  stated  something  about  the  Legislature 
becoming  more  corrupt  than  the  Exe- 
cutive, and  that  there  was  a  point  beyond 
which  submission  ceased  to  be  a  virtue. 

Lord  Redesdak  opposed  it.  Some  of 
these  petitions  seemed,  he  said,  to  be  sedi- 
tious libels,  tending  to  the  disturbance  of 
the  peace,  by  setting  the  landholders  and 
manufacturers  against  each  other ;  and  the 
object  appeared  to  be  to  get  them  into 
circulation  in  this  way,  when  the  peti- 
tioners could  not  venture  to  circulate  them 
in  any  other  way. 

The  Marqois  of  Douglas  had  a  more 
charitable  view  of  the  intentions  of  the 
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petitioners.  The  object  was  not  to  set 
the  agriculturists  and  the  manufacturers 
against  each  other,  bbt  to  show  that  the 
measure  had  been  carried  in  opposition  to 
the  interests  of  both  by  the  Government, 
on  account  of  the  supply  which  it  afibrded 
in  the  way  of  taxation. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  it  was  not  wonder- 
ful, considering  what  the  petitioners  must 
have  heard  about  Aylesbury  and  Helston, 
and  other  places,  if  they  thought  that 
representatives  were  sometimes  sent  op  to 
parliament  in  a  manner  in  which  they 
ought  not  to  be  sent. 

The  Earl  of  Caernarvon  said,  that  the 
petition  contained  something  like  a  me- 
nace, in  speaking  of  a  point  beyond  which 
submission  ceased  to  be  a  virtue,  and  for 
that  and  other  reasons  ought  to  be  re- 
jected. 

The  petition  was  accordingly  rejected. 
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Irish  Master  of  the  Rolls.]  On  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Peel«  the  House  went  into  a. 
Committee  on  the  Act  41  Geo.  3.  c.  25« 
for  the  better  regulation  of  the  office  of 
Master  of  the  Hulls  in  Ireland,  and  for 
augmenting  the  Salary  annexed  to  the 
said  office. 

Mr.  Peel  stated  the  grounds  on  which 
he  proposed  an  increase  of  salary  to  the 
Irish  Master  of  the  Rolls.  His  present 
income  was  3,500/.  a  year— to  this  he 
meant  to  propose  an  addition  of  800/.  to 
make  the  annuity  4,300/.  The  retiring 
salary  of  this  officer  was  2,700/.  to  which 
Ke  would  move  an  augmentation  of  600/. 
to  make  it  clear  3,300/.  The  salary  of  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  in  Ireland  was  rego- 
lated  in  1801  •  Since  that  time  the  salaries 
of  all  the  puisne  judges  had  received  an 
addition,  and  when  it  was  considered  that 
he  ranked  next  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
XingVbench,  and  above  the  chief  judges 
of  the  other  courts,  it  would  appear  evi- 
dent that  the  nature  of  his  station  required 
the  means  of  corresponding  dignity*  The 
proposition  which  he  then  submitted,  had 
received  the  approbation  of  the  present 
and  late  Lord  Chancellors  of  Ireland ;  it 
was  last  year  recognized  by  the  House,  in 
their  having  given  leave  for  the  intro- 
duction of  a  bill,  to  increase  the  retiring 
pension  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  ;  but  the 
Bill  was  not  followed  up,  because  it  did 
not  embrace  the  augmentation  ofi  the 
officer^  while  in  the  discharge  of  bis  duty. 
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The  right  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by 
payinf;  a  handsome  compliment  to  the 
individual  who  now  occupied  that  hi{*h 
station  in  Ireland,  and  moved,  "  That  his 
Majesty  be  enabled  to  grant,  out  of  the 
Consolidated  Fond  of  Ireland,  such  an* 
nuity,  in  augmentation .  of  the  present 
•alary  and  profits  of  the  office  of  Master 
of  the  Rolls  in  Ireland  for  the  time  being, 
as  will  make  up  his  salary  and  profits  to 
the  annual  sum  of  4|S00/.  Irish  currency; 
and  that  bis  Majesty  be  enabled  to  grant, 
under  certain  conditions  to  be  limited, 
unto  any  person  who  shall  have  executed 
the  said  office,  an  additional  annuity  of 
600/.  Irish  currency,  such  annuity  to  be 
granted  to  him  after  his  resignatioh  of 
such  office/' 

Mr.  Ahercromhk  hoped  full  opportasity 
would  be'  given  for  considering  this  mea- 
■ore.  He  believed  the  Master  of  the  Rolls 
in  England  held  a  situation  inferior  in  in- 
come to  that  of  the  Master  of  thov Rolls  in 
Ireland ;  that  be  received  only  4,0007.  a 
year.  He  knew  not  whether  a  house  was 
also  found  by  the  public  in  Ireland.  The 
present  Master  of  the  Rolls  had  declined 
to  receive  an  augmentation  to  his  salary, 
when  the  other  judges  received  theirs. 

Mr.  Peel  said,  that  the  income  of  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  in  England  was  4,500/, 
besides  bis  house. 

Mr.  Homer  hoped  the  measure  would 
not  be  acceded  to  without  discussion. 
Year  after  year  increases  were  made  to 
the  salaries  of  judges  in  Scotland  and  Ire- 
land. The  salary  of  Master  of  the  Rolls 
was  at  present,  on  a  footing  of  equality, 
or  nearly  so,  in  Ireland  and  England. 
Now,  he  held  them  to  be  officers  of  a 
toiaJJy  different  rank,  and  not  to  be  com* 
pared  together.  The  Master  of  the  Rolls 
in  England  was  also  an  officer  of  state, 
and  as  such,  was  exposed  to  considerable 
expenses.  The  Master  of  the  Rolls  in 
Ireland  had  a  larger  salary  than  the  work 
he  had  to  perform  entitled  him  to.  He 
protested  against  the  mention  to  the  House 
of  recommendations  from  judges  in  mea- 
sures of  this  kind.  He  was  not  at  all  sur- 
prised that  this  increase  of  salary  should 
have  had  the  approbation  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor.  And  when  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  should  come  down  in  another 
year  with  a  proposal  for  augmenting  the 
salary  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ireland, 
he  had  no  doubt  that  he  would  be  autho- 
rized in  like  manner  to  state  that  such 
augmentation  had  also  the  approbation  of 
Aha  Master  of  the  Roils.    He  wished  to 

t 


speak  of  the  judges  with  respect;  but  be 
really  thought  that  in  this  country,  as  well 
as  in  Scotland  and  Ireland,  increases  to 
their  salaries  were  granted  a  great  deal  too 
easily.  . 

Mr.  Peel  said,  that  in  his  situation  he 
could  not  be  considered  a  competent  judge 
of  the  adequacy  of  the  salaries  of  judges. 
The  proposed  augmeqtation  hac)  not  only 
the  approbation  of  the  present  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, but  also  of  the  late  Lord  Chancellor 
of  Ireland. 

Mr.  Horner,  said  bespoke  generally;  he 
did  not  care  whether  it  was  lord  chan- 
ccillor  Green  or  lord  chancellor  Manners 
who  recommended  the  measure;  all  he 
meant  was,  that  the  opinions  of  judges  re- 
specting the  increase  of  the  salaries  of 
other  judges  were  no  authorities,  and 
ought  not  to  be  listened  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Peel  was  in  the  sense  of  the  House, 
if  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  had  not 
expressly  said  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  of 
Ireland  would  next  year  come  forward  for 
an  augmentation  of  bis  salary  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls. 

Mr.  Whiibread  asked  if  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  considered  that  lord  Manners 
was  always  to  be  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  or 
that  lord  Eldon  was  always  to  be  Lord 
Chancellor  here?  His  hon.  and  learned 
friend  could  not  be  supposed  to  mean  any 
particular  lord  chancellor. 

Mr.  Rose  supported  the  motion. 

Mr.  Lockhart  understood  that  the  late 
Master  of  the  Rolls  had  not  held  his  situa- 
tion many  years,  and  had  not  retired  in 
ill  health.  Coming  year  after  year  for  an 
increase  of  salary,  had  a  strong  tendency 
to  make  the  judges  dependent  on  the 
Crown.  No  doubt  it  was  with  Parliament 
to  grant  or  refuse  the  addition;  but  still 
the  Crown  had  the  power  of  originating 
the  measure ;  and  he  thought,  therefore, 
that  this  practice  ought  very  much  to  be 
guarded  against.  There  was  not  the  same 
ground  for  proposing  an  increase  of  salary 
now  as  formerly ;  the  price  of  necessaries 
had  very  much  fallen  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Abcrcromhie  thought  that  the  House 
ought  to  be  informed  of  the  extent  of 
duties  which  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in 
Ireland  had  to  perform^  before  they  con- 
sented to  this  increase. 

The  Resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Auction  Duties  on  Sheep's  Wool.] 
Mr.  Western  moved,  that  the  House  should 
go  into  a  committee,  to  take  into  consi- 
deration the  different  acts  imposing  duties 
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on  goods  sold  by  auction,  for  the  parpose 
of  «xemptiDg  from  the  said  duties,  woof 
of  British  growth.  The  expense  of  con* 
veying  such  a  bulky  commodity  as  wool 
to  the  place  jof  sale  would  of  itself  be 
Tery  great,  and  tlie  auction  duty,  in  addi- 
tion to  this,  would  operate  as  a  complete 
bar.  (t  was  an  object  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  facilitate  the  disposal  of  -the 
produce  of  our  own  country,  in  ever}' 
possible  manner:  and  be  really  could 
anticipate  no  objection  to  his  proposition. 
It  was  well  known  that  the  importation  of 
foreign  wool  was  last  year  greater  by  one 
half  than  the  ater^ge  of  the  preceding 
ten  years, 

Mr.  Frankland  Lewit  said,  the  maxim 
that  this  country  ought  to  endeavour  to 
be  independent,  as  much  as  possible,  of 
foreign  supply,  seemed  altogether  to  be 
lost  sight  of  in  the  case  of  wool ;  for  the 
interest  of  the  grower  was  in  every  case 
sacrificed  to  that  of  the  manufacture  and 
manufacturer.  It  had  never  yet  been 
attempted  to  bring  any  wool  to  auction, 
and  therefore  the  revenue  could  not  be 
said  to  suffer  any  thing  from  this  measure. 
The  landed  interest  was  at  present  in, 
great  distress^-the  Corn  Laws  had  not 
remedied  the  evil,  which  was  spreading 
every  hour. 

The  Chancdkr  nf  the  Exchequer  ad- 
mitted, that  a  revision  of  this  matter  was 
desirable,  but  the  present  proposition 
might  be  dangerous.  It  might  be  ad- 
visable to  try  an  experiment  on  a  small 
scale,  such  as  taking  1  instead  of  5  per 
cent.  He  agreed  in  the  propriety  of  en- 
couraging the  growth  of  our  own  wool. 

Mr.  Dame$  Giddy  was  anxious  to  se^ 
the  proper  degree  of  encouragement  ap- 
plied to  the  growth  of  wool,  although  he 
was  aware  that  the  cotton  trade  must  ne- 
cessarily interfere  with  it.  It  was  to  be 
regretted  that  we  had  no  public  wool- 
market,  and  that  the  laws  threw  so  many 
obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  transmit  and 
coasting  trade. 

Sir  H,  Parjtftf  approved  of  the  object  of 
the  motion,  but  recommended  the  with- 
drawing of  it  for  the  present. 

Mr«  /.  P.  Oram  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  wool  trade  ought  at  least  to  be  put  on 
an  equal  footing  with  every  other  branch 
of  trade.  As  an  article  of  revenue,  the 
auction  dqty  on  the  sale  of  wool  produced 
pothing,  and.  could,  tfaerefbre,  be  main- 
tained only  on  some  principle  of  real  or 
supposed  commercial  footing.  It  stood 
)>efore  the  House  aa  a  mere  matter  of 
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regulation,  and  he  was  happy  to  find  from 
the  liberal  views  expressed  hy  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  that  there  was 
now  ground  for  looking  to  the  entire 
abrogationr  of  those  laws  relating  to  the 
wool  trade  which  were  a  disgrace  to  the 
legislation  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Holme  Sumner  was  surprised  that 
the  attention  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  not  long  since  been  applied 
to  this  important  subject. 

Lord  LosceUtt  approved  of  the  measure, 
although  he  did  not  think  it  would  be  as 
productive  as  seemed  to  be  at  first  sight 
supposed.  He  recommended  that  it  should 
be  merely  noticed  this  session,  and  re- 
sumed early  in  the  ensuing  one.  ^ 

"NLfm  Rose  recommended  the  most  ample 
deliberation  previous  to  any  legislative 
interference  with  the  laws  in  question. 

Mr.  Western  thought  his  motion  had 
been  in  some  degree  misconceived.  He 
had  proposed  no  measure  at  all  connected 
with  the  laws  relating  to  the  exportation 
of  British  wool ;  his  object  was  specifi- 
cally confined  to  the  auction  doty. 

The  motion  was  agre<*d  to,  and  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  on 
the  acts  in  question.  A  resolution  was 
then  agreed  to,  that  a  Bill  should  be 
brought  in  for  reducing  the  auction  dntjr 
on  the  sale  of  sheep's  wool,  the  growth  of 
this  country. 

AppaBNTICBS  IN  COTTOM  MlLLS.]      Sir 

Robert  Peel  called  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  expediency  of  some  legisla- 
tive regulation,  for  the  purpose  of  restrict^ 
ing  the  employment  of  young  children  in 
manufacturing  labour.  It  was  well  known 
that  a  bad  practice  had  prevailed  of  con- 
demning children  whose  years  and  strength 
did  not  admit  of  it,  to  the  drudgery  of 
occupations  often  severe  and  sometimes 
unhealthy.  What  he  was  disposed  to 
recommend  was,  a  regulation  that  no 
children  should  be  SO  employed  under  the 
age  of  10  years,  either  as  apprentices  or 
otherwise,  and.  the' duration  of  their  la- 
boor  should  be  limited  to  12  hours  and  a 
half  per  diem,  incltiding  the  time  for  edu- 
cation and  meals,  which  would  leave  10 
hours  for  laborious  employment.  The 
accounts  he  had  recently  seen,  showed 
that  it  was  not  so  much  the  hardship  as 
the  duration  of  the  labour  which  had  pro- 
duced mischievous  effects  on  the  health  of 
the  rising  generation.  It  was  to  be  la- 
mented, however,  that  the  inspectors  ap- 
pointed under  a  late  act  had  been  verj^ 
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reminin  the  perCMriaanca  of  their  duty. 
He  tbonld,  in  cooaequeoce  of  this  misfor* 
lane,  propose,  that  proper  persons  be  ap« 
pointed  at  quarter- sessions,  and  that  they 
should  he  paid  in  due  proportion  for  their 
trooble*  It  was  gratifying,  however,  to 
learn,  that  the  loss  of  life  had  been  of 
late  exceedingly  small,  not  exceeding 
one  per  cent,  per  annum ;  a  loss  falling 
short  of  the  average  loss  sostaioed  in  every 
other  class  of  manufacturing  industry..  As 
he  was  desiroiDi  that  the  measure  be  was 
DOW  suggesting  should  be  put  into  the 
most  perlect  state  that  was  attainable,  he 
ahoold  submit  that  the  Bill  for  which  be 
intended  to  move  might  be  read  a  first 
time,  and  then  printed.  Daring  the  re* 
cess  it  might  be  circulated  through  the 
country,  and  receive  the  proper  amend* 
nents.  It  could,  if  it  should  be  found 
Jiecessary  to  guard  against  the  arts  of  de* 
aiming  men,  be  aAerwards  made  a  part 
or  the  Bill,^that  no  engagement  con- 
tracted after  this  period,  in  violation  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  should  be  law- 
ful. Under  these  considerations,  he  moved 
for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  **  to  amend 
and  extend  an  Act  made  in  the  42nd  year 
of  his  present  Majesty^  for  the  preserva- 
tion  of  the  health  and  morals  of  Appren- 
tices and  others  employed  in  Cotton  and 
4)ther  mills,  and  Cotton  and  other  factories." 
Mr.  W*  Smiih  expressed  his  cordial  ap- 

Srobation  of  the  Bill.  He  considered  the 
on.  baronet  the  fittest  person  to  brine  the 
subject  forward,  and  was  glad  it  bad  fallen 
into  such  good  hands*  He  was  only  sorry 
it  had  not  been  introduced  earlier  in  the 
aession,  and  hoped  even  now,  it  might  be 
passed  into  a  law  before  the  recess.  The 
bringing  of  it  in  alone,  he  was  of  opinion 
would  do  some  good ;  and  the  notice  that 
children  employed  under  eight  or  ten 
years  of  age,  would  not  be  considered  as 
permanently  engaged,  would  of  itself  in 
jome  degree  correct  the  evil. 
.  Mr.  Horner  observed,  that  the  former 
measures,  and  even  the  present  Bill  as  far 
as  he  could  understand  its  object,  fell  far 
short  of  what  Parliament  should  do  on 
the  subject.  The  practice  which  was  so 
prevalent  of  apprenticing  parish  children 
.in  distant  manufactories,  was  at  repugnant 
to  humanity  as  any  practice  which  had 
ever  been  suffered  to  exist  by  the  negli- 
gence of  the  Legislature.  These  children 
were  sent  ofVen  one,  two,  or  three  hun- 
dred miles  from  tbeir  place  of  birth,  sepa- 
rated for  life  from. all  their  relations,  and 
ileprived  of  the  aid  ai^d  instruction  which 
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even  in  their  bumble  and  almost  destitute 
situation  they  might  derive  from  their 
friends.  The  practice  was  altogether  ob- 
jectionable on  this  ground,  but  even  mora 
so  from  the  enormous  abuses  which  had 
existed  in  it.  It  had  been  known,  that 
with  a  bankrupt'^  effects,  a  gang,  if -he 
might  use  the  word,  of  these  children,  had 
been  put  up  to  sale,  and  were  advertised 
publicly  us  part  of  the  property.  A  most 
atrocious  instance  had  been  brought  before 
the  Court  of  King's- bench  two  years  ago^ 
in  which  a  number  of  these  boys,  appren^ 
ticed  by  a  parish  in  London  to  one  manu* 
facturer,  bad  been  transferred  to  another, 
and  had  been  found  by  some  benevolent 
persons  in  a  state  of  absolute  famine* 
Another  case  more  horrible  had  come  to 
his  knowledge  while  on  a  cpmmittee  up 
stairs; — that  not  many  years  ago,  aa 
agreement  had  been  made  between  a  Lon* 
don  parish  and  a  Lancashire  manufacturer^ 
by  which  it  was  stipulated,  that  with  every 
20  sound  children  one  idiot  abouki  be 
taken  !.  A  practice  in  which  there  was  a 
possibility  that  abuses  of  this  kind  might 
arise,  should  not  be  suffered  to  exist;  and 
now,,  or  in  the  next  session  when  the  Bill 
should  be  discussed,  should  meet  with  the 
most  serious  consideration. 

Mr.  PkUips  said,  that  the  system  of 
supplying  the  manufactories  with  parish 
apprentices  had  been  resorted  to  at  a  period 
when  there  was  not  a  population  in  their 
vicinity  to  furnish  the  number  of  hands 
required ;  but  a  population  having  been 
fornwd  by  this  plan,  the  practice  had 
latterly  been  greatly  diminished.  Some 
years  ago  he  had  paid  great  attention  to 
this  subject,  and  bad  had  the  satitfactioii 
of  finding  the  situation  of  the  children 
was  much  improved.  The  nud&ber  of 
young  hands  employed  was  not  so  crre at 
as  might  be  supposed.  In  one  of  the 
principal  cotton  manufactories  in  the 
island,  he  had  found  the  total  number  of 
hands  employed  was  957,  of  which  num'> 
her  he  found  there  were  33  under  ten 
years  of  age,  72  between  ten  and  twelve, 
140  between  twelve  and  fourteen,  and  712 
above  the  age  last  mentioned.  In  other 
respects  their  situation  was  different  from 
what  had  been  understood.  Upon  the 
whole,  he  was  glad  the  hen.  barquet  did 
not  wish  his  Bill  .to  pass  in  the  present 
session,  as  be,  for  one,  had  not  made  up  bis 
mind  on  the  sabject,  and-  wished  for  time 
and  opportunity  for  making  further  in- 
quiry. 

Mr.  Holme  Sumner  approved  of  the  Billr 
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b9%  lb«ughl  a  Bb«Nrt  bin  migfat  b«  pMwd 
ibis  Mttion,  calling  for  iofbraiaiioii  as  to 
41m  slate  of  Ibe  maoofactoriet,  thai  tbe 
Hmu»  migbi  be  batter  able^  to  legislate 
aatisbctorily  on  the  subject. 

Lea^  vras  given*  and  the  Bill  was 
afterwards  broogbt  in,  and  read  a  first 
tiflse. 

East  Inoia  Ships  Rsoistst  Bill.] 
Tbe  Cbancellor  of  the  Exchequer  baTing 
moved  the  order  of  tbe  day*  for  tbe 
House  40  resaWe  itself  into  a  commiitee  of 
tbe  wfaola  Hou^«  upon  tbe  Bill  *'  to  make 
fartker  ragalations  for  tbe  Registry  of 
*8bips  built  ia  India/' 

Mr.  Alderman  Atkm$  said,  that  be  felt 

it  te  be  bis  duty  to  oppose  the  Bill  in  its 

present  stega.     The  sbip-building  esta- 

-meats  on  ma  banks  of  the  Thames  bad 

4bra  long  period  furnished  employment 

Sof  from  3  te  4^000  mechanics.     He  ap- 

fsrahended  it  wm  the  intention  of  Govern- 

'»ent  to  make  such  an  arrangement*  that 

4hose  India-bnilt  ships  already  employed 

in  tbe  trade  between  tbe  two  countries 

imigbt  be  admitted  ia  British  registry ;  but 

if  it  was  intended  that  new  ships  of  that 

xlass  which  bad  lately  becti  furnished  by 

India,  might  still  be  introdoeed  into  our 

cofflmercc*  tbe  business  of  the  establish- 

tneots  on  the  banks  of  the  Thsimes  was  at 

an  end.     He  then  went  into  a  series  of 

calculations  from  documents  before  tbe 

House,  to  show  tbe  great  impoitance  of  the 

baildiag  of  ships  eirgaged  in  tbe  India 

trade  to  the  shipwrighu  of  this  country. 

•if  the 'building  of  these  ships  was  to  be 

"transferred  from  England  to  India,  the 

'gveat  establishments  oa  tbe  banks  ef  tbe 

T4ames  would  be  totally  aanibllatedj  and 

initaad  of  furnishing  employment  for  3  or 

'4/)00  men,  he  calcolatad  they  would  not 

4Diep  mae(B  than  3  or  400.    He  spoke  at 

aeme  length  an  the  £slling«offof  thus  trade 

ibrmef  ly  canried  on  hi  the  yards  on  tbe 

•banks  of  the  Thaases^  aad  Te«Med  tbe 

House  of  tbe  service  rendered  to  tbe  state 

by  tbe  M  or  15  sail  furnished  irom  the 

{>riirate  ^aok-^yards  of  tbe  Thames,  when 

4be  combined  fleets  af  nance*  Spain,  and 

•Holland,  were  appsmd  to  the  power  of 

this  country,  balbre  the  battle  of  Copen- 

bagen;  and  inqatred  what  would  have 

•  been  the  shuatiaa  of  England,  if  wanting 

this  resource,  it  had  been  necessary  to 

wait  till  such  a  force  could  be  obtained 

-from  India.    He  insisted  upon  it,  thst  it 

was  the  doty  of  Government  to  protect  the 

iQteMsts  of  aaiablisbmeots  to  which  the 
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country  owed  so  much,    DepriTod  of  tbe 
baildingaf  ships  for  the  India  trade,  hose 
were  tbe  aitisaas  in  the  dock-yards  to  be 
employed  in  times  of  peace  i     He  could 
not  belieTe  it  was  tbe  intention  of  Govern* 
ment  to  ruin  the  English  ship*wrigbte, 
and  did   not  expect   that  tbe   right   of 
registry  would  be  extended  to  any  sbips 
which  were  not  engaged  in  tbe  trade  car- 
ried an  between  this  country  and  India. 
If,  however,  any  ships  of  1,500  lone  were 
to  be  built  in  India,  to  be  emplc^F^  in  oor 
commerce,  there  was  an  end  of  tbe  trade 
carried  on  in  tbe  yards  on  tbe  Thames^ 
In  case  of  a  long  peace  following  the  pre- 
sent war,  how  were  tiie  numbers  of  men 
now  employed  in  tbe  dock-yards  to  find 
work,   if  the  commercial  marine  should 
not  be  able  to  find  employment  for  those 
who  were  no  longer  aeceswry  to  oar  mi* 
litary  marine?  The  ben.  alderman  con* 
tended,  that  no  apprehensions  eoold  seri« 
ously  be  entertoined  of  tbe  scarcity  of  oak 
timber,  lamented  the  number  of  workmen 
wbom  the  present  Bill  would  neceswrily 
throw  out  of  employment,  and  concluded 
by  opposing  tbe  Speaker's  leaviag  the 
chair. 

Mr.  WoUace  rose.  He  said  be  had  no 
diifioulty  hi  answering  tbe  questions  of 
the  hon.  alderman,  and  stating,  that  it  wm 
intended  that  the  registry  should  be  con* 
firmed  to  all  ships  bulk  within  enr  Indian 
possessions,  and  employed  in  tbe  trade 
between  the  Unitod  Kingdom  and  India, 
wbich  had  alreaily  reeeived  it ;  and  tbat  it 
was  not  intended  tbat  ships  of  the  same 
deseriptioni  employed  in  tbe  East*India 
Company's  trade,  ehould  be  excluded  from 
the  benefits  of  tbe  present  Bill.  Having 
said  this,  be  entered  upon  the  cansidem- 
tion  of  the  measure  itself^  and  assured  tbe 
House  that,  if  he  entertained  tbe  same 
apprebensions  of  the  conseaucaces  to  be 
expected  from  it  whioh  bad  been  steted 
by  tbe  opponents  of  tbe  measure ;  if  be  be- 
lieved that  a  serious  ifljury  was  to  be  in- 
Akted  fav  It  on  tbe  Britisb  ship-bailder, 
or  tbat  tbe  eonetruction  of  our  large  ships 
was  to  be  transferred  to  so  distent  a  brancb 
•of  tbe  empire,  he  sbeuM  be  asanwilling 
to  give  bis  support  to  Its  fbrtber  proareH 
as  tbe  bon.  gentleman  who  preceded  him* 
Nothing,  he  admitted,  would  be  aa^re  im« 
politic ;  but  so  far  from  feeling  this  danger, 
he  could  see  in  the  nmasare  before  them 
no  eacearagement  aflbrded  to  tbe  East- 
Iiulia  ship-buikHng  beyond  that  wbkb  was 
esseatial,  as  well  to  tbe  seearity  of  our 
valuable  poaMmioas  m  tbe  E^it  u  to  the 
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general  (M>Ulical  and  connercial  intereste 
of  this  covalry  ;  and  inalead  of  being  ia* 
jarionty  be  ceatidered  ii  aa  affording  not 
a  pomioaU  as  it  bat  been  represented,  bot 
a  sabs tanftial  protection  to  tbe  sbip«b«ilders 
of  Great  Britain  against  the  most  formida* 
ble  ritalry  tbejr  conld  eneoanter;  a  pro* 
taction  becofltte  tbe  more  necessary  from 
tbe  increased  number  of  India-boilt  ships 
registered  in  the  course  of  the  last  year ; 
a  protectioa»  too»  in  his  epinion»  foimded 
less  in  strict  jostieei  than  in  consideratioas 
of  partiality  to  those  very  interests  of  the 
abip^bailder  at  home,  of  which  the  adro* 
cates  of  the  Bill  wece  accused  of  being  so 
culpably  destitute. 

No  measure  bad  ever  been  the  sol^eet 
of  more  misconception  and  misrepresenta* 
tion  than  the  present  Bill.  This  was  ap- 
]Mirebt  in  ail  the  petitions  which  had  been 
presented  against  it.  The  petitions  were 
of  two  kinds:  those  from  ship*  builders  of 
tbe  Thames^  and  those  from  tbe  outports. 
Of  the  former  he  could  not  help  thinking 
be  had  some  reason  to  complain^  when 
^e  petitioners  stated  a  belief  that  there 
existed  a  systematic  plan  for  tbe  introduc- 
iioo  of  India* built  ships,  not  only  to  the 
India  trade,  bot  for  sale  in  this  country ; 
and  the  more  that  such  an  insinuation 
aboold  have  been  thrown  out  after  tbe 
neasore  had  been  explained  and  discussed 
iocoofbrence  with  his  Msjesty's  ministers; 
and  after  the  petitionen  had  had  in  their 
hands  die  Bill  itself,  the  provisions  of 
which  not  only  affirded  bo  ground  for  any 
such  apprehension,  bot  directly  refuted 
it«  Why.  theuj  was  it  introduced  ?  Why, 
bot  to  excite  the  alarms  of  the  builders  in 
Ihe  outports,  and  to  induce  th^m  to  unite 
Ibeir  clamours  with  those  of  the  Thames 
.builders  against  the  measure.  This  pro- 
ject, however,  was  not  attended  with  very 
eminent  suocestfi  From  tbe  whole  number 
.of  ootportt  there  were  last  year  about 
twelve  petitions,  and  those  unsupported 
before  the  committee;  and  all,  he  be- 
lieved he  might  venture  to  say,  proceed- 
ing on  a  misunderstending  of  tbe  Bill 
against  which  they  were  directed*  They 
assumed  its  object  ti>  be  to  convey  to  the 
ships  in  questioa  tbe  privileges  of  Britiefa 
abips,  and  so  admit  tbem  te  the  goaeral 
trade  of  tbe  country ;  while  the  very  end 
and  purpose  of  it  was  to  confkie  them  ex- 
clusively to  the  India  trade-^-a  trade 
which,  from  its  very  nature,  must  be  con* 
Jned,  in  a  great  de§ree,  if  not  exclusively, 
to  India-built  ships ;  a  trade  wbieb  the 
omporta  savor  liad  ^^j%d^  aUd  never 


could  aiyoy.  Some  of  them,  after  statiag 
the  decline  of  sbip-baildiiig,  attributed  B 
to  tbe  admission  of  the  India-built  ships— 
a  cause  which  it  was  impossiple  eeold 
have  produced  such  an  effect*  Of  all  tbe 
ships  admitted  to  British  regi^y  in  lO 
years,  amounting  to  94,  it  appears  that 
only  17  could  be  found  in  the  gaiteral 
trade  of  the  country— not  quite  a  ship  a 
year;  and,  taking  the  average  el  tb» 
British  building  at  556,  not  aaiouiitinf  to 
a  five-hundredth  part  of  it.  Is  it  possible 
this  could  have  had  any  sensible  eflect  ? 
In  addition  to  this,  It  appeared  that,  in  the 
last  year,  when  these  very  petitions  were 
presented,  the  ship^buildiag  of  Great  Bri^ 
tain  (notwithstanding  tbe  alleged  weai 
of  building  on  tbe  Thames)  not  onljr 
equalled,  out  pensidembly  exueeded  in 
point  of  tonnago  tbe  average  btlildiog  uf 
tbe  preceding  90  yuars«  Had  those  who 
signed  these  petitions  baan  iware  of  tbaljs 
circumstances^  he  did  not  believe  they 
would  ever  have  set  their  oamas  to  tbem; 
in  fact,  they  had  no  interest  in  the  qoea^ 
tion<*-it  was  purely  coanected  with  the  i^ 
teresu  of  the  builders  of  the  Thames  {  aU 
the  evidence  was  confiued  to  the  eflaot 
the  measure  .inigbt  produce  upon  the 
Thames  builders  :  a  most  respeotebla 
body  of  persons  undoubtedly,  but  Itttls  in 
comparison  to  the  gaoeral  ship-buiMiog 
intereste  of  the  empire ;  and  even  of  the 
Thames  ship-builders  it  was  comparative^ 
i  small  proportion  who  had  an  intareat  iu 
the  building  of  ships  for  tbe  India  trade, 
as  it  seemed  not  more  thao  six  or  seveo 
had  ever  been  employed  in  that  line.  It 
was,  then,  these  esteulishmenta  and  their 
intereste  exclusively  which  ware  to  hs 
weighed  against  the  great  national  oosh 
siderations,  both  commercial  and  poUticiikt 
which  this  measure  involved. 

It  ^as  said  to  bo  founded  on  temporar|f 
Acte  which  were  a  departum  from  the  trno 
principle  of  our  Navigation  Laws.  This 
Mr.  Wallace  denied*  Tbe  ofajiect  of  Ibeeo 
Acis^  h^  obseirved,  vras,  as  for  as  they  were 
cottilaoted  with  tbe  present  measure,  to 
correct  the  efiect  of  an  act  which,  in  re^ 
speot  to  ihe  riiips  of  British  India,  wUs  ia. 
direct  contravention  of  that  principle; 
What  waa  the  primary  principle  of  the 
Navigation  Laws,  as  it  was  to  be  collected 
from  the  eaactmenU  themselves?  Ship* 
boildiog?  No:  the  extension  of  com- 
merce and  the  formation  of  seamen.  From 
Oliver  Cromwell,  throuch  tbe  reigns  of 
Charles  fi  and  Jamea  2,  down  to  the  mid«> 
41e  of  William  3,  it  ma  ouiy  reqnirad  ^ 
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that  the  thipi  entitled  to  tiie  privileges  of 
British  trade  should  be  owned  by  British 
tobjects ;  and  thi»  prorision  was  extended 
to  the  islands,  colonies,  and  territories  io 
the  possession^  or  which  shoald  be  in  the 
possession,  of  his  Majesty.  It  was  not 
fid  the  period  last  mentioned,  (the  reign 
of  William  3),  that  tbe  ships  were  required 
to  be  British* boiU;  and  was  it  then  con- 
fined to  the  mother  country  ?  No :  it  was 
otili  extended  to  tbe  colonies  that  actually 
did  or  might  belong  to  it.  Under  this 
latter  enactment  the  privilege  was  enjoyed 
by  America ;  and  I  should  be  glad  (said 
Mr.  Wallace)  to  ask  on  what  principle  it 
18  that  an  advantage  enjoyed,  without  ob- 
jection by  America*  and  especially  by 
Canada^  is  denied  to  our  possessions  in 
India  ?  What,  then,  are  they  not  colo- 
nies ?  Do  they  not  come  under  the  prin- 
ciple and  within  the  meaning  of  tbe 
Navigation  Laws.'  Has  this  been  the 
opinion  of  the  Courts  ?  Mr.  Reeves  gives 
yoQ  several  cases,  and  these  are  confirmed 
by  the  highest  'authorities  of  the  present 
day.  It  is  by  one  provision  of  the  Act 
of  the  26th  of  the  King,  they  are  inad- 
▼ertently  excluded  ;  I  say  inadvertently, 
because  the  principle  of  the  Bill  is  as 
extensive  as  the  Act  of  Charles  2d,  and 
equally  embraces  the  colonies  and  foreign 
territories  of  his  Majesty..  The  difficulty 
Is  a  technioal  one,  and  a  technical  one 
only^  which  an  arrangement  with  the 
•India  Company  might  easily  remove.  If 
this  be  the  fact ;  if  they  are  entitled  in 
equity  to  registry  under  the  Navigation 
Laws,  and  that  registry  would  commu- 
nicate to  them  the  general  privileges  of 
British  shipping,  this  measure,  which  con- 
fines the  future  employment  of  them  ex- 
clusively to  tbe  trade  between  this  country 
and  India,  is,  in  effect,  really  restrictive. 
Bui,  say  the  opposers  of  tbe  Bill,  ad- 
mitting'this,  we  then  contend,  that  for  the 
'security  of  our*  interests  it  does  not  go  far 
enough.  Not  far  enough  ?  After  all  the 
elamour  we  have  heard  ;  after  all  the  en- 
couragement this  Bill  is  alleged  to  offer  to 
the  shipping  of  India,  our  subjects  there 
will  aot  be  on  a  footing  with  those  of  any 
foreign  state  in  amity  with  Great  Britain. 
And  although  tbere  may  be,  and  certainly 
are,  good  reasons  for  imposing  upon  them 
the  restriction  tt  contains,  it  is  not  the  less 
a  restriction  in  favour  of  the  foreigner. 
'One  should  have  thought  that  the  placing 
50  or  60  million  of  our  subjects,  who  are 
constantly  ministering  to  the  wealth,  the 
•ftreqgtbi  find  reaourcea  of  tbe  coantry,  on 
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a  footing  Ite  favourable  than  even  that 
of  a  foreign  friendly  state,  might  have 
satisfied  the  spirit  of  commercial  jealousy 
itself-— but  it  does  not,  it  se^ms,  satisfy  the 
ship-builders  of  the  Thames.  They  call 
for  still  more  restriction,  and  invoke  every 
principle  of  national  policy  in  their  sop* 
port.  To  maintain  pretensions  so  extra* 
vagant,  no  common  case  will  be  sufficient: 
if  expediency  can  ever  be  pleaded  against 
justice,  it  must  at  least  be  an  expediency 
clear,  decisive,  important,  and  national; 
it  is  not  enough  to  show  that  a  few  esta- 
blishments on  the  Thames  may  be  even- 
tually affected;  it  must  be  shown  that 
the  injury  is  certain  and  direct,  and  thai 
in  that  injury  the  national  security  itself 
is  deeply  involved. 

Now  let  us  see  what  is  the  case  brought 
before  us,  in  the  papers  on  the  table,  in 
support  of  the  proposition  adverted  to. 
It  appears  to  divide  itself  into  the  actual 
state  of  the  building  yards  on  the  Thames ; 
the  prospect  of  ruin  to  them  from  a  pro- 
bable want  of  employment,  and  tlie  effects 
this  ruin  will  have  on  the  public  interests. 
As  far  as  the  statement  is  well  founded 
with  respect  to  the  condition  of  the  yards, 
I  regret  it  sincerely ;  but  I  can  by  no 
means  allow,  that  of  all  this  calamity,  the 
admission  of  East-India- built  ships  is  the 
cause,  or  even  among  several  causes  the 
most  prominent.  That  the  want  of  build* 
ing  for  tbe  India  trade  is  one  among  the 
causes  no  one  will  deny ;  but  there  are 
other  causes,  which  (however  little  their 
exposure  might  serve  the  purposes  of  the 
petitioners)  are  of  at  least  equal  effect ;  the 
cessation,  for  instance,  of  the  employment 
of  Government,  which  for  some  years  had 
been  very  extensive,  and,  I  must  add, 
tbe  improvidence  of  tbe  Thames  ship- 
builders themselves,  who  by  their  exces- 
sive charges  have  contrived  .to  drive  from 
the  Thames  every  species  of  building, 
but  that  of  the  most  expensive  deacriptiou. 
It  is  impossible  not  to  be  satisfied,  that 
among  the  causes  improvidence  must 
have  its  share;  why  else,  when  ship- 
building is  actively  proceeding  in  every 
other  part  of  the  kingdom,  when  the 
aggregate  building  of  the  year  exceeds^ 
as  bas  been  stated,  the  average  of  tbe  last 
20  years— the  Thames,  and  tbe  Thames 
only  should  be  deserted  ?  Such,  however* 
is  the  fact ;  and  it  is  for  this  4oss,  for  the 
loss  of  the  employment  of  Government, 
and  fbr  this  consequence  of  their  own 
improvidence,  that  these  gentlemen  are 
now  seeking  indemnity  at  tbe  expense  of. 
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India,  of  the  national  interests,  and  of 
justice  itself.. 

The  dependence  of  the  Thames  esta- 
blishments on  the  boilding  of  £ast«lodia 
•hips,  Mr.  Wallace    observed,  was  not 
borne  out  by  the  evidence.    By  an  ac- 
count before  the  House,  it  appeared  that 
the  average  buiiding  for  ten  years  in  the 
Thames  for  the  India  Company,  was  two 
ships  a  year.    Now,  coa)d  two  ships  give 
support    to   twenty-one  yards?    But  if, 
added   he,  every  India-built  regular  ship 
in  the' India  Company's  service  had  been 
boilt  in  the  Thames,  it  would  not  have 
made  the  dtfierence  of  one  a  yesrr,  and 
4herefore  could    not  have  obviated  the 
distress  complained  of;   as  he  had  been 
given    to   understand    that    the    annual 
building  of  6  or  7  ships  was  necessary  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  establishments  in 
question.    The  general  want  of  employ-^ 
ment  in  the  Thames  was  the  consequence 
of  peace ;  an  event  for  which  the  Thames 
builders  ought  to  have  provided  by  pre- 
«erving  the  West  India,  and  other  building 
which  they  had  formerly  enjoyed.     He 
observed  that  the  same  state  of  things, 
and  the  same  complaints  had  followed 
the  return  of  a  former,  peace,  by  which 
the  Government  employment  necessarily 
ceased  ;  and  quoted  a  petition  from  the 
shipwrights  in  1787,  to  show  thataimilar 
distress  bad  been  said  to  exist  at  that  time, 
when  it  appeared  that  the  building  ef 
India  ships  was  carried  on  to  an  unusual 
extent.     He  stated  the  India  building  to 
.  have   been  little  more  than  one-third  of 
the  boilding  in  the  Thames,  and  referred 
to  an  abstract  of  men  employed  in  the 
three  principal  yards,  which  showed  that 
nearly  the  same  numbers  were  employed 
in  them,  whether  building  for  the  India 
trade  was  going  on,  or  not.      He  then 
entered  into  some  calculations  respecting 
the  shipwrights,  to  show  that  even  without 
any  or  the  building  for  the  East-India 
trade  or    for  Government,  the  greatest 
proportion  of  the  business  of  the  yards 
might  be  supposed  still  to  retnain  to  them, 
if  the  evidence  on  the  subject  was  to  be 
relied  on.      Bflbrts  had    been  made  to 
connect  the  decline  of  building  for  the 
East-India  Company  with  the  admission 
'of  India-built  ships,  which  led   him  to 
'  advert  to  several  accounts  to  show  that 
^  the  boilding  for  the  India  Company  had 
been  greater  since  1793  than  in  the  20 
years  previous  to  that  date,  during  which 
period'  no  Indian  ships  were  iregistered, 
and  th«  CbmmatatioD  Act  wbicb  so  qiach 


increased  the  shipping  of  the  Company 
was  passed ;  and  also  to  show,  that  the 
building  for  the  Company  was  the  greatest 
in  periods  when  the  greatest  numbeV  of 
India  ships  were  admitted  to  registry.  He 
then  stated,  that  the  want  of  India  building 
in  the  Thames  was  chiefly  attributable 
to  the  extension  of  voyages  and  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  Company's  ships  ii» 
respect  to  their  engagement ;  by  an  ac* 
count  before  the  House  it  appeared  that 
not  less  than  SO  regular  ships  would. re- 
quire to  be  replaced  for  the  immediate 
exigencies  of  their  trade.  If,  therefore, 
no  ships  bad  been  built  in  the  Thames,  it 
was  not  because  India-built  ships  had 
been  substituted  for  them,  but  because  fin 
fact  the  Company,  for  reasons  of  their 
own,  had  deemed  it  prudent,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  abstain  from  taking  new  ship* 
into  their  service. 

This  state  of  things,  he  argued,  must 
speedily  lead  to  new  contracts;  and  then 
entered  into  the  question  of  the  probabi* 
Hty,  or  rather  necessity  of  their  sbipt 
being  boilt  in  the  Thames. 

It  might  be  urged,  that  it  was  for  the 
interest  of  the  India  Company  to  encou- 
rage the  building  of  ships  in  India  front 
the  advantages  they  derived  from  it : — in 
some  respects  this  was  true ;  and  he  hoped, 
to  a  certain  extent,  they  would  encourage 
it.  But  the  building  in  India  did  not  de- 
pend entirely  on  the  pleasure  of  the  Com* 
pany  :  the  law  prescribed  the  manner  in 
which  ships  must  be  taken  up  by  them 
when  they  were  wanted.  They  might 
give  permission  for  the  building  in  India, 
but  they  could  not  command  it.  It  might 
be  for  the  interest  of  the  parties  who  en* 
gaged  to  build  the  ships,  rather  to  build 
here  than  in  India  ;  for  though  the  India* 
built  ships,  if  to  be  purchased,  might  be 
on  the  whole  cheaper,  yet  if  each  of  the 
owners  were  to  supply  the  articles  of 
equipment  from  his  own  manufactory,  it 
might  be  to  them  more  advantageeus  to 
build  here,  As  a  proof  of  this  being  the 
case,  he  adverted  to  an  account,  showing 
that  in  the  course  of  certain  years,  out  of 
IS  ships  laid  down  on  the  bottoms  of 
others,  one  only  had  been  laid  down  ia 
India.  He  mentioned  the  capacity  of 
India  to  supply  the  demand  if  made  upon 
her.  Neither  the  present  means  of  Bom- 
bay or  Bengal  were  at  all  adequate  to 
meet  it.  It  was  true,  that  great  facilittea 
of  increasing  the  docks  were  said  to  exist: 
but  even  if  that  were  done,  where  wero 
the  sbipwrighu  to  be  foond  f  It  had  bee^ 
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turoogly  insMied  upon  in  evideace»  that 
so  British  tbipwright  was  competent  to 
his  business  in  i«is  than  se?en  years ;  and 
it  was  hardly  to  be  believed  thai  the  na- 
tives of  India,  whatever  credit  might  be 
given  to  their  iogenaity  and  aptitude  to 
the  mechanical  arts,  could  perform  that 
at  once,  for  the  perfo? mance  of  which  an 
Snglishman  required  seven  years  instroc* 
lion.  Referring  to  the  advantages  derived 
to  this  country  from  the  sbip*bailding  in 
India,  he  said  it  was  a  great  error  to  ima- 
gine, that  every  ship  which  was  built  and 
equipped  in  India,  for  the  trade  between  the 
two  countries,  was  a  loss  t^  our  industry 
and  manufactures  at  home.  A  great  pro- 
portion of  the  equipment  of  every  shipj 
amounting  to  not  less  than  one- third  of 
the  whole  cost,  was  sent  from  this  coun- 
try :  he  instanced  the  Bslcarras,  the  cost 
of  which  was  about  60,000/*,  for  which 
articles  of  British  Aanofactuce  to  the 
amount  of  22,000/,  had  been  exported. 
Ha  had  understood  that  a  similar  propor- 
tion of  European  articles  was  used  in  the 
building  of  the  ships  employed  in  the 
country  trade ;  if  that  was  the  case,  the 
advantage  this  country  had  derived  from 
the  shipping  actually  belonging  to  the 
ports  of  Calcotu  and  Bombay,  could  not 
fall  short  of  half  a  million.  The  repairs, 
too,  of  the  India  ships,  which  by  their  ex- 
clusion most  be  totally  lost,  were  not  of 
ao  insignificant  an  amount  as  they  had 
been  sometimes  represented.  Of  this  t^e 
Thomas  Granville  was  an  instance ;  which, 
ia  repairs  aad  equipment  in  her  three  first 
▼oya^es,  had  produced  an  expenditure  in 
the  Thames  of  nearly  70,000/. ;  and  there 
were  to  ba  found  in  the  minutes  of  the 
CTidence  on  the  table,  accounts  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  India-built  ships  employed  in 
the  private  trade  with  India,  and  belong* 
ing  to  three  mercantile  houses*  amounting 
to  near  half  a  million. 

With  feapect  to  the  articles  sent  to 
India,  il  was  said,  thai  though  the  fact 
be  tr«e,  al  prescat,  it  is  an  advantage 
that  cannot  be  expected  to  be  more  than 
temporary ;  that  in  the  rapid  progress  of 
improvement  m  India,  the  several  articles 
of  equipmetit  alJaded  to,  vrould  soon  be 
aupplied  ther#<  This  he  doubted;  at 
laast  that  it  eooM  be  ao  in  any  short  pe- 
xiod*  It  waa  tme,  the  people  of  India 
possessed  iroa,  wod  bad  long  possessed  it, 
bat  bad  naver  been  aUe  to  convert  it  to 
the  iMirpasea  reqaired  la  the  constraction 
of  shipa.  .  That  capper  could  be  procured 
Irom  other  amitoaa  thaa  Great  firataitt,  wm 
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also  true ;  but  it  was  equally  sd^  that  no 
man  had  ever  known  a  ship  coppered 
with  Indian  copper ;  or  a  bolt,  or  evea  a 
nail  manufactured  from  it.  The  fact  want 
that  it  was  not  adapted  to  these  purposes^ 
but  employed  exclusively  in  the  fabrica« 
tion  of  the  common  domestic  utensils  iis 
use  among  the  natives.  Cordage,  indeed, 
was  manufactured  in  India,  but  of  a  qua- 
lity so  inferior  to  the  British,  that  it  ap- 
peared the  latter  alone  could  be  relied  oa 
for  the  mosc  important  parte  of  the*  rig- 
ging. Sails  also  were  manufactured  there ; 
but  that  they  had  come  into  use  in  any 
considerable  degree,  was  owing  to  the 
enormous  di£ference  of  price  between 
caoTass  of  Indian  and  European  manufac- 
ture, as  stated  iu  th^  evidence  ;  and  yet, 
even  with  this  enormous  difference  against 
the  latteri  it  appeared  it  waaatill  preterred 
for  ships  that  were  intended  to  pass  the  Cape. 
It  had  been  stated  as  a  great  advantage  on 
the  part  of  Indian  ships,  that  thev  were 
built  free  from  taxation*  How  far  thki 
advantage  could  bo  claimed  for  them  Mr^ 
Mitchelritestimony  sufficiently  explained. 
It  appeared  from  his  statement,  that  on  tbe 
imported  articles  manufactuiad  subject  to 
British  taxatioui  and  by  British  labottr, 
additional  duties  to  the  amount  of  about 
8  per  cent,  are  levied;  that  the  building  and 
timber  are  subject  to  heavy  duties ;  and 
by  a  ne«v  regulation,  the  Company  oblige 
the  builder  to  purchase  timber  of  them 
exclusively,  and  at  their  own  price; 
which,  he  believed,  was  about  20  per 
cent,  more  than  it  could  be  obtained  for, 
if  he  was  at  liberty  to  seek  it  at  the  beat 
market.  Mr.  Wallace  regretted,  he  said, 
that  such  restrictions  as  be  stated  did 
exist,  aad  trasted  that  a  wiser  system 
would  be  adopted,  and  the  Indian  builders 
relieved  from  some  of ^  these  impolitic  im- 
posu.  Under  this  taxation,  and  other  cir- 
camstanoes,  he  believed  the  Indian-built 
were  brought  to  sea  at  a  higher  first 


charge  than  those  built  in  England.  The 
advantages  they  possessed^  arose  from  their 
superior  darabiiity,  the  less  frequent  no* 
cessity  for  repair,  and  the  banefit  of  a 
home  freight.  These  ware  the  advantages 
which^  it  was  said,  created  so  decisive  a 
preponderance  in  favoar  of  Indiin  buiM- 
ing»  as  to  reqaire  a  Icfislative  praiactioa 
against  it:  in  these  advantages  is  the 
whole  case  of  oar  opponents.  Adm^t 
these,  say  they,  and  yoo  admit  evei^ 
thin|^.  These,  Mr.  Wallace  aaid,  be  did 
admit,  and  oaly  regretted  that  iti  eSN:t 
tbey  were  not  greater  tban  tbey  really 
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were;  bectme  k  wbvld  be  the  meftttsof 
•ecoriBg^  to  this  cduntry,  witb  greater  cer- 
Iftioiy,  all  the  eeoiinercial  adfantaget  he 
anticipated  from  the  employment  of  them. 
Agaiost  these  adrantages  proteetion  was 
sooght :  we  were  modestly  called  upoii» 
A>r  the  benefit  of  a  few  Yards  on  the 
Thames*  to  deprive  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant branches  of  oar  empire,  as  well  as 
oorset?es,  of  all  the  benefit  of  the  great 
natural  advantages  she  possessed,  be- 
caiiae,  forsooth,  they  were  so  great :  we 
were  called  upon  to  protect  the  British 
•hip-baUding  as  a  maoofacture.  It  was 
said,  Yoo  protect  the  cotton  raannfactare 
•— yott  protect  other  manofactorea— Why 
net  that  of  ship-botlding  ? — ^Tbis  sounded 
plaasible;  and  were  it  the  ship-building 
of  the  coantry  that  was  likely  to  be  af- 
fected, he  should  not»  he  owned,  hesitate 
in  holding  a  course  dtrectly  the  reverse 
of  that  he  now  held.  But  such  was,  hap« 
pilyt  not  the  case;  the  protection  so 
claimed  for  the  wbi^e,  codid  apply  only 
to  comparatively  a  very  small  part.  Of 
that  part,  too,  it  was  right  perhaps  to  con- 
sider a  little  the  real  value.  It  was  not 
his  intention  to  instiittte  any  invidious  in- 
quiry into  the  comparative  merits  of  the 
building  in  the  King's  dock-yards,  and 
the  merchants'  yards.  He  was  ready  to 
admit,  that  the  ships  constructed  in  the 
one  might  be  as  good  as  those  of  the 
other ;  they  were,  however,  considerably 
dearer:  JVIr.  Seppings  staled  the  difie- 
rence  as  high  as  5L  per  ton,  which  in  a 
frigate  makes  5,000/.^  and  in  a  seventy- 
four  about  10,000/.  On  these  terms  we 
may  receive,  and  have  received,  ships 
from  the  merchants'  yards  when  they 
were  required ;  but  this  was  the  extent  of 
the  whole  public  advantage  derived  from 
them.  Men  we  obtained  from  them  al- 
most none;  they  were  chiefly  supplied 
by  the  northern  ports.  Mr.  Seppings  also 
told  us,  that  such  were  the  improvements 
which  bad  been  made,  and  the  regula- 
tions introduced  into  the  King's  dock- 
yards, as  to  render  Government  in  future, 
whatever  might  be  the  demand,  entirely 
independent  of  external  aid,  both  in  re- 
spect to  the  repairs  and  the  building  of 
large  ships.  Frigates,  it  was  known,  had 
%een  and  might  be  equally  well  built  at 
^he  oatportSk  It  was  true,  it  might  be 
fnofe  convenient  to  repair  or  bnild  in  the 
Thames  than  at  the  outports  ;  but  it  was 
only  more  convenient.  What,  then,  be- 
came of  this  public  necessity  for  the  main- 
lenaace  of  these  Thames  establishments. 
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upon  which  the  security  of  the  country^ 
and  the  support  of  the  navy  was  said  so 
much  to  restf  It  resolves  itself  into  a 
mere  matter  of  convenience— a  questoin# 
whether  the  same  thing  shall  be  equally 
well  performed  in  a  nearer  or  a  more  dis* 
tant  port.  If,  Sir,  no  one  ship  that  is  ever 
again  to  sail  between  this  country  and 
India  were  to  be  built  in  the  Thames,  oof 
navy,  thank  God,  might  still  be  secure* 
The  fictitious  importance  ascribed  to  these 
establishments  I  always  thought  ridiculous; 
and  when  touched,  it  dissolves  into  air. 
If,  then,  we  are  to  make  a  sacrifice  to  them« 
it  is  not  firom  any  alarms  for  the  foture-^it 
is  for  services  they  have  already  performed 
— services  which  I  am  far  from  depreciat- 
ing, but  which  I  must  observe  were  not 
wholly  without  their  reward-— services, 
however,  which  I  cheerfully  admit,  with 
this  proviso,  that  if  they  are  to  be  pleaded 
on  the  part  of  the  Thames  builder,  they 
may  be  equally  admitted  on  behalf  of  the 
Intlian  one  ?  If  we  are  to  be  told  of  the 
battles  of  Camperdown  and  Trafalgar,  we 
must  not  forget  the  acquisition  of  the 
Cape,  of  Ceylon,  of  the  Mauritius,  of  Java, 
ana  the  glorious  expedition  to  Egypt: 
these  bear  honourable  testimony  to  the 
poMic  services  the  Indian  ship*buiider  has 
rendered;  and  if  still  greater  servicee 
have  not  been  performed,  it  is  only  be* 
cause  greater  exertions  have  not  been  de- 
manded from  him. 

We  are  required  to  protect  the  Thames 
ship- building  as  a  manufacture— this  sort 
of  protection  is  at  all  times  a  matter  of 
rather  questionable  expediency ;  it  is  not 
applicable  in  any  case  except  where  there 
is  a  complete  command  of  the  market;  for 
to  impose  duties  upon  those  who  have  th^ 
obvious  resource  of  finding  their  supply 
elsewhere,  is  as  absurd  as  it  must  be  in- 
effectual.  It  is  a  principle,  too,  that  has 
never  been  applied  to  the  shipping  of  our 
colonies ;  nor  is  it  less  incompatible  witb 
sound  poNcy  than  repugnant  to  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  our  Navigation  Laws. 

It  was  said  in  the  debates  on  the  Com 
Bill,  that  corn  was  a  kind  of  raw  material, 
the  price  of  which  entered  into  every 
thing ;  the  same  may  be  said  of  freight, 
with  respect  to  every  manufacture  that 
derives  raw  material  from  import,  or  is 
itself  afterwards  to  be  the  subject  of  ex« 
portation.  In  commercial  competition  % 
low  freight  is  an  advantage;  and  if  froni 
natural  or  political  causes  you  afe  sub- 
jected to  a  high  one,  it  is  a  disadvantage 
yon  would  resort  to  all  prudent  means  aa 
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far  ai  possible  to  remedy  or  aneriate :  but 
for  a  commercial  country  volnotarily  to 
inflict  on  itself  this  disadvantage,  seems  to 
me  an  act  of  self-immolation,  that  would 
prove  something  little  short  of  insanity  ; 
and  for  a  body  of  men  gravely  to  recom* 
mend  it,  appears,  I  must  say,  to  argue  a 
degree  of  boldness  that  the  word  efirontery 
▼ery  feebly  describes.  Yet  this  is  pre- 
<!isely  what  is  proposed  to  you  by  the 
opposers  of  this  Bill.  And  when  ?  not  at 
a  moment  when  by  the  commanding  supe- 
riority of  your  fleets  scarce  a  foreign  ship 
traverses  the  ocean ;  but  when  the  resto* 
iration  of  peace  calls  forth  again  into  life 
the  long-suspended  commercial  enterprise 
of  every  part  of  the  world,  and  exposes 
your  trade  to  various  competitions,  against 
which  you  have  no  arms  but  those  of 
a  commercial  nature  to  contend  with. 
Amongst  the  first  objects  for  which  you 
have  thus  to  struggle,  is  the  trade  of  India, 
as  a  participation  in  it  will  be  the  first 
object  of  foreign  states  to  obtain.  They 
y possess,  undoubtedly,  a  great  advantage 
in  the  cheapness  of  their  ships,  but  that  is 
the  whole.  We  also  have  our  advantages; 
we  have,  if  not  so  cheap  as  theirs,  a  descrip* 
tion  of  colonial  shipping  jcheaper  than  our 
own  British  shipping  to  resort  to*  It  is 
said,  indeed,  that  even  then  foreigners  will 
|iave  the  advantage;  that  our  eflbrts  to 
secure  the  trade  must  prove  unsuccessful 
and  that  we  are  incurring  therefore  an  un- 
profitable risk.  This  would  be  true  if  on 
this  one  point  alone  the  issue  depended — 
but  have  we  no  other  advantages?  the 
facilities  which  residence  and  our  lonff 
connexion  with  the  country  has  created| 
the  partiality  which  subjects  will  always 
feel  to  their  native  country,  and,  above  all, 
what  no  foreign  nation  can  possess,  unless 
our  unjust  and  impolitic  restraints  throw 
it  into  their  hands,  a  commanding  capital 
ready  for  us  on  the  spot.  The  chief  sup- 
port of  a  great  proportion  of  the  trade 
from  India,  is  known  to  depend  on  the 
remittance  of  the  acquisitions  of  indivi- 
duals.  They  will  naturally  give  the  pre- 
ference to  the  British  trade,  on  equal,  or 
nearly  equal  terms.  This  preference, 
however,  has  its  limits,  which,  if  exceeded, 
the  benefit  of  that  remittance  is  immedi- 
ately diverted  to  the  support  of  foreign 
commerce,  and  passes  under  foreign  flags. 
KoW|  the  measure  of  this  preference  has 
been  experimentally  ascertained,  and  we 
know  it  to  be  precisely  the  difference  be- 
tween the  forced  employment  of  British 
and  the  free  employment  of  India-built 
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ships.  Experience  has  left  no  doubt  on 
this  point.  The  trade  of  America*— the  Por- 
tuguese^  the  Danish  trade,  all  drew  their 
chief  support  from  this  ill-advised  restric- 
tion imposed  on  British  subjects.  The 
moment  the  restriction  was  removed,  the 
trade  fell  into  its  natural  channel,  and  the 
foreign  export  trade  lost  all  the  support  it 
had  hitherto  derived  from  British  capital. 
Lord  Wellesley,  in  his  letter  to  the  Court 
of  Directors  in  1800,  tells  them  ''  It  would 
be  doubtful  whether  foreign  nations  would 
be  able  to  retain  any  considerable  portion 
of  the  trade  from  India  to  Europe,  were 
the  British  merchants  in  India  permitted 
to  avail  themselves  of  their  9uperior  means 
of  drawing  the  whole  of  the  trade  to  Eng- 
land. Their  local  knowledge,  added  to 
ail  the  advantages  necessarily  derived  from 
a  constant  residence  on  the  spot,  must 
always  enable  them  to  command  a  supply 
of  goods  of  a  better  quality,  and  at  a 
cheaper  rate  than  foreign  merchants  can 
obtain.  In  the  conveyance  of  Indian  gooda 
to  Europe  rests  the  foreign  merchant's  sole 
advantage  over  the  British*  The  superior 
facility  which  the  foreign  merchant  enjoys 
in  this  respect,  giving  him  so  decided  a 
command  over  the  trade,  that  he  is  ena- 
bled not  only  to  outbid  the  British  mer- 
chant in  India,  but  also  to  outbid  him  in 
the  markets  of  Europe.  Were  the  British 
merchants  in  India  permitted  to  provide 
their  own  tonuage  as  occasion  might  re- 
quire, every  reason  exists  to  justify  a 
belief  that  toey  would  soon  possess  them- 
selves of  nearly  the  ^hole  of  the  private 
export  trade  from  India  to  Europe,  and 
would  render  London  the  upiversal  mart 
for  the  manufactures  aud  produce  of 
Asia." 

This  opinion  is  amply  confirmed  and 
supported,  by  the  reports  of  external  com- 
merce ;  it  appears  that  three-fourths  of 
the  trade  to  Hamburgh,  Denmark,  and 
Portugal,  was  carried  on  by  British  capital 
till  the  year  17U8.  He  distinctly  states  in 
his  report,  *'  that  in  1798-9,  when  British 
merchants  in  Calcutta  were  permitted  to 
load  their  own  ships,  or  to  make  their  own 
arrangements  for  freight  to  London,  there 
was  not  a  single  bag  of  sugar,  or  bale  of 
cloth,  shipped  by  them  to  any  foreign  port; 
whereas  ir  such  permission  had  hot  been 
granted,  the  shipments  in  Anslo-Danish 
vessels  would  have  continued.  Again^ 
"  To  the  low  rate  of  frfight  in  1798-99 
may  be  attributed  the  additional  quantity 
of  gruff  goods  shipped  to  England  in  com* 
parison  with  preceding .  years^  and  the 
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total  annihilation  of  the  trade  carried  on 
in  ships  conjectured  to  be  Anglo-Danes 

Srior  to  that  period."  In  another  passage 
e  says,  "  in  consequence  of  the  Tarions 
pabiications  whi(^  have  lately  appeared 
in  London  on  the  sobject  of  the  private 
trade  of  India»  and  the  hopes  entertained 
by  many  merchants  residing  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, that  India-boilt  shipping  would  no 
longer  be  permitted  to  carry  merchandize 
to  the  river  Thames,  as  allowed  by  indul- 
gence since  the  year  1798-9,  ihe^Euro- 
.  pean  Anglo- foreign  trade  has  already  com- 
menced. 

'  It  would  be  easy,  said  Mr.  Wallace,  to 
tnultiply  quotations  to  the  same  effect; 
but  I  flatter  myself  I  have  already  done  so 
sufficiently  to  show  how  much  our  posses- 
sion of  the  trade  of  India  is  connected  with 
the  permission  to  use  India  shipping,  and 
that,  notwithstanding  some  advantages 
enjoyed  by  foreigners,  we  possess  the 
power  to  secure  it  to  this  country,  and  to 
make  her  the  great  emporium  of  Asiatic 
Cf^nmerce,  if  we  do  not  improvidentiy 
reject  the  means  that  are  open  to  us. 
Then,  adverting  to  the  importance  of  the 

Srivate  trade,  he  stated  the  sale  amount  of 
le  imports  from  the  year  1801  to  1810,  to 
have  been  24  millions  sterling :— that  it 
consisted,  partly  of  goods  for  re-exporta- 
tion, and  partly  of  gruff  goods  and  raw 
materials  for  the  use  of  our  manufactures. 
The  firiit,  as  a  carrying  trade,  must,  of 
course,  be  affected  by  the  price  of  freight: 
the  latter  he  stated  as  having  arisen  out 
of,  and  being  entirely  dependent  on,  the 
employment  of  the  India-boilt  ships  :— 
that  it  could  not  bear  a  high  freight ;  that 
It  required  every  facility  that  could  be 
given  to  it,  and  that  we  must  possess  it 
through  the  medium  of  the  India  ships,  or 
be  content  to  *  abandon  it  altogether. 
Among  the  goods  of  the  latter  description 
vrere  hemp,  sugar,  cotton,  and  many 
others.  It  was  known  how  important  the 
import  of  this  last  article  from  our  own 
territories  was;  and  it  was  not  difficult  to 
perceive  how  much  more  important  it 
might,'  under  certain  contingencies,  be- 
come to  the  manufactures  of  the  country. 
From  1792  to  181 1,  it  appeared  that  above 
84>,000,000  of  pounds  had  been  imported, 
(in  one  year  23,000,000^  of  which  only 
S,000,000  had  been  exported,  leaving 
81,000,000  applicable  to  our  own  manu- 
factures. The  actual  advantage  of  this 
would  not  only  be  lost  to  us,  but  would  be 
transferred  to  support  the  trade,  promote  I 


and  power  of  foreign  and  rival  states, 
whose  manufactures  we  should  thereby 
foster  at  the  expense  of  our  own,  and 
create  a  formidable  competition  against 
one  of  the  most  important  branches  of  tha 
national  industry.  Nor  would  this  be  all. 
Every  hope  that  we  can  entertain  of  ex« 
tending  the  sale  and  consumption  of  British 
manufactures  in  India,  must  rest  upon  the 
power  of  affording  them  at  the  cheapest 
possible  rate  to  the  consumers.  This  the 
return  of  the  India  ships,  which  haVe  made 
the  voyage  to  this  country,  furnishes, 
because  the  freight  already  received 
enables  them  to  carry  the  return  cargo 
almost  without  profit,  and  thus  to  afford 
the  fairest  chance  of  extending  to  the 
utmost  point,  to  which  circurostancefC 
admit  it  to  be  extended,  the.  use  of,  and 
demand  for,  the  manufactures  of  Britaiilk 
amongst  the  vast  population  qf  our  Eastern 
dominions. 

It  was  asked,  why  this  might  not  b^ 
effected  by  the  British  ships,  of  which  the 
merchant  might  have  the  same  command 
as  of  an  Indian  one.  Was  this  all,  then, 
that  was  essential  to  success  ?  did  no  other 
disadvantage  remain?  Either  the  merchant 
must  possess  British  ships  in  India,  or  must 
depend  on  their  being  sent  from  England. 
It  was  not  his  ha?ing  the  complete  com- 
mand of  his  ship,  the  assortment  of  hts 
cargo,  and  the  time  of  dispatch  that  wais 
alone  necessary  to  the  merchant,  but  that 
his  ship  should  be  of  the  cheapest  kind, 
and  best  adapted  to  the  general  purposed 
of  his  trade.  The  effect  of  imposing  upoa 
him  British  ships  would  be,  to  oblige  hioi 
to  use  a  species  of  shipping  that  had  beea 
stated  in  evidence,  to  be  not  only  dearer 
but  not  adapted  to  the  general  purposes  o£ 
his  trade,  which  was  that  of  India,  while 
the  employment  of  his  ship  on  a  European 
voyage  was  occasional.  If  he  depended 
on  the  ships  sent  out,  his  supply  of 
shipping  must  be  precarious,  governed  by 
the  views  and  speculations  of  the  ship* 
owners  at  home,  and  would  sometimes  be 
abundant  and  sometimes  deficient.  Of 
such  uncertainly  the  prejudice  was  obvious. 
It  would,  besides,  throw  the  Indian  mer- 
chants without  resource  into  the  hands  of 
the  British  owner,  and  in  fact  place  them 
in  a  worse  situation  than  they  were  under 
the  former  system,  so  justly  complained 
of;  which  at  least,  in  case  of  distress,  ad« 
mitted  of  a  resort  to  the  native  shipping. 
Was  it  to  be  expected,  that  under  sucti 
difficulties  any  commerce  could  flourish  ? 


the  industry,  and  augment  the  resources    was  it  consistent  with  justice  ?  was  it  con« 
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•iftent  with  the  principle  of  the  former  pro* 
ceedingi  of  Par  liemeDt  ?  The  Act  of  1 793  re* 
cognized  theneceaaity  of  emoderatefreight, 
if  we  would  secure  to  this  country  the 
fall  adTantages  of  the  commerce  to  India. 
Sereral  proTitioni  of  that  Act  were  founded 
on  this  principle,  and  a  sort  of  free  trade 
was  grafted  on  the  monopoly  of  the  Com* 
pany.  The  late  lord  Melville^  the  author 
of  the  Act,  and  who  had  introduced  the 
provisions  in  favour  of  the  private  trade, 
confessed  that  they  had  completely  failed 
in  their  object,  and  himself  called  for  a 
revision  of  them,  which  took  place  in 
1801,  in  order  to  effectuate  the  purpose  to 
which  they  were  avowedly  directed,  and 
which  they  had  failed  to  obtain.  Hence  the 
arrangements  in  respect  to  the  extra  ships. 
This,  again,  from  the  embarrassments  and 
obstructions  it  suffered,  has  been  productive 
of  nothing  but  dissatisfaction  and  cooi- 
plaint,  which  attended  it  up  to  the  period 
of  the  final  opening  of  the  trade  in  the 
year  1813,  founded  on  the  very  principle 
I  have  stated,  and  on  the  conviction  that 
the  trade  could  only  be  preserved  to  this 
country  by  encouragement,  facility,  and 
freedom.  In  vain,  Sir,  has  the  wisdom 
and  firmness  of  Parliament  triumphed  over 
all  the  prejudices  that  opposed  it ;— in  vain 
has  it  removed  the  monopoly  of  the  Com- 
pany and  the  restrictions  connected  with 
it ;— in  vain  has  it  opened  the  commerce 
of  India  to  the  subjects  of  the  empite, — if 
it  imposes  restrictions  even  more  oppres- 
sive than  the  pre-existing  ones»  and  pro* 
nounces  a  prohibition  against  the  use  of 
the  only  vessels' in  which  that  trade  can 
be  cairned  on  with  safety  or  success.  This 
is  not  to  realize,  but  cruelly  to  mock  the 
bo  pes  your  former  proceedings  have 
created.  This  is  not  what  the  country, 
its  manufacturer's,  and  its  merchants  have 
a  right  to  expect  at  our  hands. 

These,  Sir,  are  the  grounds  on  which  I 
profess  myself  an  advocate  for  the  present 
measure; — these  are  the  public  advan- 
tages, commercial  and  political,  which  I 
confidently  anticipate  from  it.  There  are 
other  advantages  of  a  contingent  nature 
that  may  accompany  it,  and  are  npt  wholly 
without  importance,  though  I  own  they 
have  little  influence  on  my  opinion.  Oae* 
consideration  particularly,  I  think,  has 
been  made  to  assume  a  much  more  pro- 
minent character  in  the  discussion  of  this 
question  than  justly  belongs  to  it— I  mean 
that  of  the  state  of  the  timber,  which 
occupied  so  much  of  the  attention,  and 
formed  so  large  a  part  of  the  inquiry  of 


the  committee.  I  own.  Sir,  so  little  am  I 
affected  by  this  consideration,  that  had 
the  result  been  totally  different  from  what 
it  appears  to  me  to  be,— were  the  existing 
and  prospective  abundance  of  oak  timber 
as  manifest  as  I  think  it  is  the  reverse,— 
had  every  thing  attempted  to  be  proved 
on  this  subject  been  completely  and  unan- 
swerably made  out,  it  would  not  have 
shaken  my  opinion  of  the  policy  of  this 
measure,  or  taken  one  jot  from  the  earnest* 
ness  with  which  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
support  it. 

On  entering  the  committee  last  year, 
we  heard  that  all  the  results  of  the  pre- 
ceding inquiries  into  the  state  of  timber 
were  founded  in  error,  and  all  the  alarms 
which  had  been  entertained  inconsequence 
of  them,  idle  and  visionary.  This  propo- 
sition, considering  how  these  inquiries  had 
been  conducted,  and  by  what  persons  these 
alarms  had  been  felt,  appeared  rather 
hazardous;  and,  in  fact,  |the  success,  in 
point  of  proof,  corresponded  so  little  with 
the  boldness  of  the  statement,  that  I  came 
out  of  th^  committee  with  pretty  much 
the  same  impreuions  under  which  I 
entered  it;  namely,  that  such  was  the 
state  of  the  timber,  as  to  render  every 
practicably  economy  in  the  use  of  it  highly 
desirable,  if  not  indispensably  necessary. 

I  will  not  trouble  the  House  with  going 
through  the  different  inquiries  that  have 
taken  place  within  a  few  years ;  that  be- 
fore a  Committee  of  this  House  in  177  1, 
which  led  to  the  Restraining  Act  of  1772  ; 
that  of  the  Commissioners  of  Woods  and 
Forests  in  1792;  with  that  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  Naval  Revision  at  a  subse- 
quent period,  forming  the  ground-work  of* 
the  plans  which  have  been  adopted  by 
Government  to  provide  for  the  future  sup* 
ply  of  oak  to  the  British  Navy.  AH  these 
mvestigations  tend  to  prove,  that  those 
who  have  been  engaged  in  them  have  had 
a  similar  conviction  of  the  progressive  de- 
ficiency of  naval  timber.  Scarcity  and 
abundance  are  relative  terms.  In  speaking 
of  the  former,  I  wish  not  to  be  onuerstood 
as  supposing,  that  there  is  not  a  great 
deal  of^oak  in  the  country :  that  in  various 
parts  of  it,  if  it  was  within  the  power  of 
Government,  a  supply  for  several  years 
might  not  be  foynd.  If  it  should  appear, 
that  the  demand  has  been  easily  met  at  a 
moderate  price,  and  without  the  assistance 
of  foreign  importation,  I  am  ready  to  ad- 
mit it  is  a  proof  of  sufficient  supply :  but 
if  that  is  not  the  case,  if  the  demand  has 
been  met  with  difficulty,  and  at  a  pro- 
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gressive  and  rapidly  iocreaiing  price  of 
the  article,  and  with  the  assistance  of  a 
great  annual  foreign  import,  I  think  I  do 
not  ask  too  nnach  if  I  say  the  existence  of 
a  practical  scarcity  ooght  to  be  conceded 
to  nve* 

The  witnesses  adduced  on  one  side,  are 
most  of  them  clear  that  there  is  no  actual 
scarcity,  and  none  to  be  apprehended ; 
and  this  opinion  appears  to  be  founded 
chiefly  upon  their  own  comparatively 
narrow  dealings,  which  they  state  to  have 
been  easily  supplied.  Of  the  amount  of 
the  general  demand  and  means  of  supply 
they  know  nothing.  All  they  know  is, 
that  the  quantities  they  have  wanted  they 
have  found,  and  that  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  oak  of  various  descriptions  growing  in 
different  parts  of  the  country.  Now,  Sir, 
I  have  been  at  the  trouble  of  taking  the 
amount  of  the  dealings  of  each  of  these 
individuals,  to  see  what  inference  could  be 
drawn  from  their  being  so  readily  sup- 
plied, and  I  find  that  all  together  they 
amount  annually  to  about  38,0(X)  loads, 
which  is  not  more  than  one^fonrth  part  of 
what  is  required  annually  for  the  naval 
purposes  of  the  kingdom.  With  respect 
to  what  is  standing,  the  evidence  is  very 
loose;  it  is  what  these  individuals  have 
seei^  in  going  about  the  country,  or  what 
they  believe  to  exist  in  the  districts  they 
are  acaoainted  with.  Mr.  Read  tells  os, 
be  could  find  in  eight  counties  a  74  in 
each  county,  that  is  about  3,000  loads ; 
but  there  would  be  no  more  such  timber 
for  the  next  50  years.  Mr.  Hervey,  a 
most  intelligent  witness,  estimates  the 
power  of  Stafibrdshice,  which  he  deems 
one  of  the  best  wooded  counties  in  the 
kingdom,  at  10,000  loads  a  year,  if  gen* 
tlemen  could  be  induced  to  cut.  What 
18  this,  compared  to  the  demand  ?  It  would 
require  twenty  counties  as  well  wooded 
as  Staffordshire  to  meet  it ;  and  where  are 
they  to  be  found  ?  It  has  been  said«  that 
the  supply  has  hitherto  been  found  in  the 
home  counties,  and  that  the  vast  resources 
beyond  this  circle  are  as  yet  inviolated. 
Let  (his  be  answered  by  the  account  of 
limber  brought  round  the  Land's-end  for 
the  use  of  the  dock-yards;  which  will  snffi- 
ciently  show  how  much  the  remoter  coon- 
ties  have  already  contributed.  By  this  it 
appears,  that  of  timber  contracted  ibr  by 
the  Navy  Board  in  eight  years,  154,822 
loads  came  round  the  Land's-end,  while 
89,360  were  supplied  by  the  home  coon* 
ties.  The  diminution  of  large  timber  is  a 
eircumstance  not  to  be  denied.    It  is  ex- 


pressly admitted  by  many  of  the  wit- 
nessesj  and  the  great  increase  of  price 
by  all*  Mr.  Alexander,  an  experienced 
dealer^  tells  us,  that  on  the  same  farm  for 
the  same  species  of  timber^  he  now  gives 
12  or  IS/,  for  what,  20  years  ago,  he  paid 
from  50f.  to  S/.  lOs.  What  rise  in  any 
other  article  bears  a  proportion ,  to  this  f 
This,  too,  notwithstanding  all  the  facilities 
afforded  by  the  multiplied  and  extended 
internal  navigations  of  the  kingdom. 

What  have  we  on  the  other  side  f  Thd 
confirmed  proof  of  the  greatly  increased 
price;  the  admitted  diminution  of  tha 
large  timber,  positively  stated  to  be  not 
less  than  two-thirds  in  the  space  of  a  few 
years,  and  the  difficulties  of  obtaining  the 
supplies  of  timber  required,  with  all  tba 
expedients  resorted  to  to  save  it.  It  must 
be  obvious,  that  the  supply  of  an  article 
can  only  be  certain  and  permanent  when 
it  is  advantageous  to  the  producer;  yet  it 
may  easily  be  shown,  that  it  never  can  ba 
a  beneficial  speculation  to  employ  the 
ground  on  which  alone  oak  will  grow  well 
in  producing  timber  for  the  purposes  of 
the  navy.  It  is  not  less  clear,  that  it  can« 
not  be  a  profitable  speculation  to  preserve 
it  to  the  age  that  those  purposes  require  ; 
and,  according  to  the  testimony  of  several 
witnesses,  an  earlier  period  of  its  growth 
is  that  at  which  it  is  most  advantageous  to 
the  possessor  to  convert  his  trees  into 
money.  None  of  those,  said  Mr.  Wallace, 
who  spoke  on  the  subject  of  the  growth  of 
oak,  made  its  progress,  even  under  the 
most  advantageous  circumstances,  as  fisr 
as  I  recollect,  such  as  to  double  its  value 
in  20  years.  Now,  it  is  well  known,  that 
money  at  compound  interest,  with  which 
the  fair  comparison  must  be  made,  will 
double  the  original  sum  in  a  much  shorter 
space  of  time. 

If,  then,  it  appearS|  that  it  is  neither 
beneficial  to  plant,  nor  to  preserve  6ak 
with  a  view  to  the  navy,  it  may  be  asked« 
How  has  the  supply  been  hitherto  ob- 
tained ?  Why  is  so  much  wood  planted^ 
and  why  so  much  preserved  ?  The  taste  of 
these  who  possess  the  land  of  the  coon- 
try— the  pleasure  of  contributing  to  its 
beauty— tne  pride  of  possessing  what 
marks  the  dignity  and  antiqoiay  of  a  resi* 
dence,  and  the  affluence  or  its  possessor, 
will  solve  the  problem.  But  the  same 
causes  that  lead  to  planting,  induce  the 
proprietors  to  plant  trees  of  the  more  rapid 
growths ;  and  those  which  lead  to  pre* 
servingi  unfortunately,  in  very  many  in* 
stancesi  induce  the  proprietors  to  preserve 
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it  beyond  the  period  when  the  timber  can 
be  uAeful  in  ship-building  ;  bence^  in  parts 
of  the  country ,  appearances  of  abundance 
of  wood,  where,  ii\  fact,  there  is  substan- 
tially very  little,  when  brought  to  the  test 
of  regular  examination.  How  easily  men 
are  deceived,  we  have  a  proof  in  the  state- 
ment  of  some  of  the  witnesses  as  to  the^ 
quantities  of  timber  standing  in  parts  of 
the  country  with  which  they  were  ac- 
quainted, and  which  they  estimated  at 
froQi  82,000  to  103,000  load,  but  which, 
when  brought  to  the  ordeal  of  strict  sur- 
vey) turned  out  to  be  only  a  fifth  of  that 
quantity,  namely,  about  19,000  loads.  If 
we  may  take  the  survey  of  Mr.  Fermor, 
in  conjunctfon  with  the  evidence  of  Mrt 
Thome  and  Mr.  Staples,  as  a  fair  cor- 
rective of  the  accounts  of  the  abundance 
of  ship-timber  said  to  be  standing  in  the 
country,  we  shall  find,  that  oar  depen- 
dence on  our  own  internal  supply,  is  not 
%  very  sound  one.  Lord  St.  Vincent,  when 
at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  was  so  con- 
vinced of  the  necessity  of  economising 
the  expenditure  of  naval  timber,  that  he 
strongly  .recomnyended  it  to  the  East  India 
Company  to  desist  from  building  large 
ships  ^  and  they  accordingly  extended 
their  contracts  with  the  ship-owners  for 
additional  voyages. 

In  addition  to  these  observations,  Mr. 
Wallace  adverted  to  the  declaration  of  the 
abip-bo.ilders  in  1805,  when  contracting 
for  a  certain  number  of  ships,  that  if 
40,000/.  (which  could  hardly  have  ob- 
tained above  8  or  9,000  loads)  was  em- 
ployed in  purchasing  timber  for  Govern- 
ment, their  contracts,  though  at  the  aug- 
mented rate  of  36/.  per  ton,  would  become 
ruinous  to  them.  The  means  resorted  to 
for  the  saving  of  British  timber,  as  stated 
by  Mr.  Seppings ;  the  use  of  fir ;  and  the 
extensive  importation  of  foreign  oak  into 
the  dock-yards,  which  in  one  .year 
amounted  to  ^OflOO  loads ;  all  these  cir- 
cumstances. Sir,  continued  be,  lead  me 
irresistibly  to  the  conclusion,  that  there 
bas  been  a  grpwing  deficiency  of  naval 
timber,  and  that  we  are  bound  to  avail 
ourselves  of  the  most  efiTectual  means  we 
cafi  j-esort  to,  both  for  sparing  and  assist- 
ing the  reaources  the  country  still  pos- 
sesses. If  so,  to  what  are  we  to  look  but  to 
economy  in  the  wie  of  our  native  oak,  and 
to  i\w  relief  of  our  immediate  wants  by  an 
external  supply  of  timber  fit  for  naval  pur- 
poses ?  and  if  we  admit  external  supply, 
whence  can  it  be  obtained  with  so  many 
concomitant  adyantages,  as/iooi  India  ? 
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It  may  be  said,  that  the  encouragement 
to  build  in  India  will  destroy  the  price  of 
oak  in  this  country.  In  the  degree  in 
which  building  large  ships  shall  take 
place  in  India,  it  will  certainly  lessen  the 
competition  for  the*large  timber  required, 
for  them,  and  produce  this  effect;  but  I 
do  not  think  the  possessors  of  timber  ii^ 
this  country  need  entertain  much  appre- 
hension on  this  ground,  if  they  look  only 
for  a  fair  price  for  their  timber;  this  will 
always  be  secured  to  them  by  the  excess 
of  the  demand  above  the  supply  the 
country  can  furnish.  It  appears  that  for 
the  ten  years  from  1803  to  1812  inclusive, 
the  average  consumption  of  foreign  oak 
in  the  dock-yards  has  amounted  to  about 
15,000  loads;  if  the  whole  of  the  shipping 
employed  by  the  Company,  taking  it  at 
58,000  tons,  and  allowing  it  a  duration  of 
twelve  years,  was  to  be  transferred  to 
India,  the  probable  annual  building  there 
would  require  not  quite  two- thirds  of  that 
quantity,  or  about  9,000  load;  so  that 
there  would  still  be  a  necessity  of  import- 
ing for  the  dock -yards  at  home  one« 
third  of  the  quantity  of  foreign  oak  which 
had  been  heretofore  imported  annually. 
But,  if  those  who  possess  oak  desire  (of 
which  I  fully  acquit  them)  more  than  a 
fair  price ;  if  their  object  be  to  raise 
its  value,  by  shutting  out  a  competition, 
they  must  not  stop  at  the  opposition  to 
this  Bill ;  they  must  prohibit  the  importa- 
tion of  all  foreign  timber,  which  may 
enter  into  the  market  against  their  own  ; 
and,  what  will  be  the  eilect  ?  What,  but 
to  increase  the  price  of  ship-building  in 
the  United  Kingdom,  in  a  degree  abso- 
lutely incompatible  with  the  commercial 
enterprize  and  prosperity  of  the  country  ? 
— And  let  gentlemen  consider  what  are 
the  advantages  they  derive  from  com- 
merce, now  that  it  extends  over  every 
part  of  the  produce  of  their  estates^  the 
effect  it  has  had  in  the  increase  of  their 
rents,  as  well  as  in  the  augmented  value 
of  the  land  itself.  Let  tjaem  compute 
this,  and  then  calculate  how  far  a  feer 
shillings,  or  even  pounds  per  load  upon 
,tbe  oak  they  possess,  will  form  an  ade- 
quate compensation  for  the  possible  con- 
sequences of  checking  the  prosperiiy  and 
efforts  of  our  commerce.  / 

If  we  require  aid,  India  is  a  source  thai 
possesses  recomroendationa  which  belong 
to  no  other  quarter.  We  have,  indeed, 
received  solemn  warninga  of  the  ha2ard 
of  making  a  great  part  of  our  naval  means 
dependent. upon  so  remote  a  ierritery^  aa 
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if  we  bad  ever  eotertained  so  dangerous, 
so  extravagant  a  notion*  No  man's  sense 
of  khe^  impolicy  of  removing  that  great 
arm  of  our  strength  to  a  distance  from  the 
seat  of  government,  goes  "beyond  mine ; 
but  I  must  always  distinguish,  and  beg 
the  House  to  distinguish,  betWeen  this 
which  I  condemn,  and  that  for  which  I 
am  the  advocate,  namely,  the  availing  our- 
selves of  the  resources  of  India  in-  aid  of 
those  of  the  United  Kingdom ;  and  thus, 
by  seasonably  sparing  our  own  means, 
ettecting  our  real  independence,  not  only 
on  India,  but  on  the  whole  worlc).  We 
are  told  that  our  possession  of  India  stands 
on  a  precarious  foundation^— that  it  hangs 
on  a  thread.  Is  it  more  precarious  than 
the  amity  of  those  Powers  on  whom  we 
Qow  depend  for  our  naval  supplies?  But, 
be  it  so ;  be  it  as  precarious  as  you  will*- 
and  no  man  feels  more  strongly  than  my- 
self the  contingencies  to  which  it  is 
^xposed— what  is  the  inference?  What 
is  the  lesson  it  should  teach?  What  is 
the  wisdom  of  him  who  has  no  reliance 
on  the  future  ?  Is  it  not  to  enjoy  the  pre* 
sent  ?— -The  more,  then,  we  are  impressed 
with  the  perils  that  belong  to  the  tenure 
of  our  dominions  in  India,  the  more  eager 
ought  we  to  be  to  profit  by  the  means 
which  tha(  country  possesses,  of  adding  to 
our  strength  (and  supporting  our  resources 
while  it  is  yet  in  pur  power.  How  long  we 
may  be  destined  to  retain  that  miraculoos 
dominion,  which  Providence  for  its  own 
wise  purposes  bias  committed  to  our  hands, 
it  is  impossible  to  predict ;  but  if  its  tenure 
can  be  protracted  by  any  human  means, 
they  are  those  of  protection  and  support, 
not  those  of  injustice  and  oppression.  It 
has  been  asserted  that  the  natives  of  India 
are  not  interested  in  this  question ;  that  it 
is  only  a  few  British  merchants,  established 
at  the  diflEerent  presidencies,  to  whom  its 
effects  will  be  confined.  It  i9  a  great 
proportion  of  the  external  commerce  of 
India  that  is  at  stake.  It  may  be  true, 
that  a  few  merchants  at  each  presidency 
■re  the  channels  of  that  commerce ;  so,  in 
this  country,  the  merchants,  who  are  the 
channels  of  commerce  "are,  in  comparison 
to  the  population,  few  iA  number :  but  is 
there  one  individual,  be  his  station  what 
it  may,  that  does  not  feel  tho  benefit 
which  flows  from  the  cooimerce  conducted 
by  them, — the  landholder,  the  mannfac- 
tnrer,  the  agriculturist,  the  labourer;  all 
feel  it.  Look  around  at  the  improved 
state  of  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  and 
sfty  what  is  the  caosp  of  it!    I^et  us  not. 


then,  be  told  that  the  Indian  is  not  alike 
deeply  interested  in  the  commerce  of  his 
country,  through  which  the  reward  uf  his 
industry,  and  support  of  his  family,  are  to 
be  received ;  and  let  us  reflect  what  efit;ct 
it  will  produce  upon  the  mind  of  that 
people  when  they  shall  see  tlie  ships  of 
every  European  nation  taking  in  the  pro- 
duce of  their  manufactures  and  transport- 
ing  the  fruits  of  their  labour,  except  the 
British  ;  to  see  their  trade  conveyed  under 
every  flag,  but  that  of  their  natural  and 
legitimate  protector.  It  is  true,  that  in 
this  view  they  are  less  interested  than 
Great  Britain  herself  ;— their  manufactures 
will  be  supported,  their  industry  will  be 
rewarded,  their  prosperity  will  be  pro* 
moted,  though  we  shall  not  be  the  visibio 
instruments  of  producing  these  effects, 
or  reap  any  benefit  from  them.-rTo  the 
natives  of  India,  therefore,  in  this  view, 
the  question  is  of  little  comparative  im« 
portance ;  to  as,  it  is  of  the  greatest,  as 
it  involves  the  preservation  of  an  exten- 
sive and  flourishing  branch  of  our  com^ 
merce,  the  support  and  encouragement  of 
our  manufactures,  and,  above  all,  the  sta* 
bility  of  one  of  the  main  foundations  of 
our  power  in  India ;  for  in.  no  way  caa 
power  be  so  effectually  strengthened  and 
confirmed  as  by  insuring  the  confidence, 
the  gratitudci  aqd  the  affection  of  those 
we  govern. 

Mr.  MartyaU  said,  that  the  present  Bill 
was  calculated  to  givo  support  to  the 
people  in  the  East  Indies,  at  the  expense 
of  the  most  important  interests  of  the  ship- 
builders of  this  country,  the  encourage'* 
ment  of  whom  was  most  essential  to  the 
support  of  the  British  navy.  He  could 
not  see  the  reason  why  they  should  be  in- 
dulged with  so  great  a  preference  in  com- 
parison of  what  was  enjoyed  by  our  colof 
nial  possessions,  which  were  bound  to 
take  our  manufactures  at  our  own  price, 
and  to  send  us  exclusively  in  return  their 
raw  material*  In  the  East  Indies  they 
were  exempt  from  all  these  restrictions. 
Their  country  was  open  to  the  flags  of 
different  nations,  and  they  had  a  right  to 
buy  as  cheap,  as  they  could,  and  tp  sell 
their  commodities  for  the  very  higheat 
price  they  could  obtain  for  thim :  and  aa 
they  were  not  subjected  to  colonial  re.- 
strictions,  they  were  not  entitled  <to  mor^ 
than  colonial  privilege^.  The  price  of  oak 
was  not  more  than  double  the  price  it  was 
aixty  years  ago,  and  the  ose  of  it  wa« 
greatly  diminished ;  of  course  the  demand 
br  ilokwi  bo  leavy  for  it  waa  well  know* 
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that  the  supply  of  efery  commodity  was 
in  proportion  to  the  demand.  It  was  a 
fact  well  ascertained,  that  in  varioas  parts 
of  this  kingdom  there  were  extensife 
plantations  of  oak»  which  had  been  set 
on- foot  within  the  last  twenty  years^  and 
if  the  Legislature  showed  a  strong  inclina* 
lion  to  encourage  any  measure  that  tended 
to  depreciate  its  value,  the  proprietors  of 
these  oaks  would  be  apt  to  grub  them  up 
and  destroy  them  ;  and  if  after  that,  by 
the  loss  of  Indiap^which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  acknowledged  was  more 
than  probable—- we  should  be  thrown  back 
on  our  own  resoorbes,  we  should  then  find 
we  had  impoverished  ourselves.  If  this 
argument  held  good  with  respect  to  ships, 
it  applied  equally  to  all  articles  of  manu- 
facture lA  India,  and  that  was  directly 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  system  of 
legislation,  which  had  always  been  di- 
rected to  the  protection  of  our  own  manu- 
factures against  the  competition  of  foreign 
rivals.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
laid,  that  no  danger  could  arise  to  this 
cotmtry  from  building  ships  in  India,  for 
they  could  not  build  ships  there.  If  that 
argument  was  true,  it  went  directly  against 
the  Bill  itself,  for  it  was  ridiculous  to  pass 
a  bill  for  the  protection  and  encourage- 
ment of  ship-building  in  a  country  where 
such  a  measure  was  not  to  be  effected. 
But  the  argument  destroyed  itself  by  going 
too  far,  as  it  was  too  well  known  that  they 
could  build  ships,  and  had  built  ships;  and 
Inrther,  that  they  could  build  them  cheaper 
than  we  could  in  this  country ;  and  it  wasjust 
asclearly  ascertained,  that  all  nations  would 
IMirchase  where  they  could  do  it  the  cheap- 
est. The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  also  told 
us,  we  were  in  danger  of  losing  India. 
He  was  sorry  to  say,  that  we  had  a  similar 
▼ersion  of  that  doctrine  from  even  a  higher 
authority  than  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 
Warren  Hastings  himself  had  declared  in 
that  House  that  we  held  India  only  by  a 
thread,  and  that  thread  was  public  opinion. 
India  bad  already  been  three  times  in  great 
danger  from  want  of  attention  to  this. 
Once  from  the  interference  and  intrigues 
of  foreign  enemies,  who  had  nearly 
turned  the  tide  against  us;  another  time 
from  som/ridiculousy  but  wanton  altera* 
tion  of  their  turbans  or  -the  cut  of  their 
beards;  and  the  third  from  a  difference 
between  the  King's  and  the  Company's 
officers.  It  had  been  said,  that  we  were 
bound  to  encourage  and  support  India  by 
all  the  means  in  our  power ;  but  we  were 
not  bound  to  give  such  encouragement  at 


the  expense  or  risk  of  our  own  paramount 
security— our  maritime  strength.  For 
these  reasons  he  should  oppose  the  further 
progress  of  the  Bill. 

Mr.  K  Douglas  replied  to  the  argn* 
ments  of  the  last  speaker,  whose  appre- 
hensions from  the  enactment  of  this  Bill 
he  considered  as  altogether  visionary.  The 
hon.  member  appeared  to  him  to  have 
quite  mistaken  the  authorities  to  which 
he  had  referred,  with  regard  to  the  secu- 
rity of  our  Indian  empire.  That  empire 
would  be  best  secured  to  this  country,  by 
treating  Its  inhabitants  with  justice — by 
allowing  it  to  make  use  of  its  produce,  and 
import  its  commodities  on  the  ^rest 
terms.  Such  was  the  object  of  this  Bill, 
and  therefore  he  should  support  it,  being 
always  willing  to  treat  our  colonies  as 
friends  rather  than  to  deal  with  them  at 
enemies,  which  seemed  to  be  the  import 
of  the  last  speaker's  observations. 

Sir  Charles  Monck  opposed  the  Bill. 
He  had  hoped,  from  the  full  consideration 
which  this  measure  had  undergone,  that 
his  Majesty's  ministers  would  have  seen 
the  expediency  of  abandoning  it  altoge* 
ther,  as  a  measure  inconsistent  with  those 
principles  of  national  advantage  which  it 
was  our  duty  to  ^uphold. 

Lord  ^ianiiig  supported  the  measure. 
What,  he  asked,  had  the  hon.  gentlemen 
opposite  proved  i  Merely  that  recourse 
had  been  occasionally  had  to  the  merchant- 
yards  in  the  river  Thames,  but  not  that 
they  ought  to  be  always  emf^loyed.  I| 
would  be  a  monstrous  proposition  to  main* 
tain,  that  the  navy  of  England  should  de- 
pend on  a  few  ship-builders  in  the  river. 
He  contended,  that  ships  built  in  India 
were  entitled,  by  the  Navigation  Laws,  to 
be  received  and  registered  in  the  ports  of 
this  country.  Though  he  did  not  think 
that  oak  timber  was  so  scarce  as  was  re- 
presented, yet  from  all  the  reports  made 
on  the  subject  at  different  periods,  it  was 
clear  that  there  was  a  necessity  for  hus- 
banding our  resources.  The  benefit  of 
the  new  charter  wonld  not  be  obtained  if 
the  House  did  not  agree  to  pass  the  pre- 
sent Bill. 

Mr.  Manyai  thought,  that  if  the  case 
required  it,  they  might  import  timber,  but 
not  ship^-not  the  manufactured  article. 

The  House  then  divided  on  the  question 
for  going  into  the  committee.  The  nom* 
hers  were : 

For  going  into  the  Committee...    51 

Against  it  •• 22 

Majority  ••    —90 
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The  Bill  was  accordingly  commHted^ 
the  blanltt  filled  up,  and  the  amendments 
agreed  t«K  After  which  the  Hoate  re- 
sumedy  and  the  report  was  received,  and 
ordered  to  be  taken  into  further  consi- 
deration on  Thursday. 

Zitf  of  the  Minority* 


Astell,  W. 
Allan,  O. 
Caknifty  John 
Crickett,  R.  A. 
Carcw,  R.  P. 
DovetoHy  gen. 
Davenport,  D. 
Ellison,  Cuthbert 
Egerton,  J. 
Grenfell,  Fascoe 
Houblon,  J.  A. 
Lester,  B.  L. 
Marryaty  J. 


Meyler,  R. 
Mitfoid,  W. 
Morritt,  J.  B.  S. 
Newark,  lord 
Ridley,  sir  M.  W. 
Round,  J. 
Sumner,  H. 
Western,  C.  C. 
Wigram,  sir  R. 

TELLERS. 

Mr.  Alderman  Atkins 
Moncky  sir  C. 


HOUSE   OF   LORDS. 

Wednesday,  June  7. 

Local  Militia  Bill.]  On  the  order 
of  the  day  for  the  thira  reading  of  the 
Local  Militia  Bill, 

Lord  St.  Jokn  rose,  to  state  some  ob- 
servations and  doubts  with  respect  to  this 
Bill,  at  the  same  time  declaring,  that  no* 
thing  coold  be  forther  from  his  intentions 
than  to  throw  any  difficulty  in  the  way  of 
the  measures  of  defence  and  vigoroos 
prosecution  of  the  war  which  Government 
might  find  it  necessary  to  adopt  at  the 
present  crisis.  The  local  militia  had 
been  found,  he  believed,  a  most  valuable 
and  efficient  domestic  military ;  which  was 
in  no  small  degree  owing  to  the  zeal  and 
alacrity  with  which  gentlemen  of  counties 
came  forward  as  officers  to  assist  in  bring- 
ing this  species  of  force  to  the  utmost  per- 
fection of  which  it  was  susceptible,  for  the 
purpose  of  defending  their  own  property 
and  that  .of  others.  Nothing  could  be 
more  impolitic,  therefore,  than  to  do  any 
thing  that  might  disgust  these  officers.  But 
last  year  a  part  of  this  force  had  been 
called  out  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
men  to  volunteer  their  services  for  forty- 
two  days  out  of  their  counties,  a  bounty  of 
one  guinea  being  given  to  each  man  so 
▼olunteering.  While  this  volunteering 
continued,  the  regiments  were  hi  a  state 
of  the  greatest  derangement,  and  scenes 
of  riot  and  drunkenness  were  permitted, 
subversive  of  military  discipline,  and  not 
▼ery  creditable  to  the  service  itself.  He 
spoke  from  his  own  experience,  having 
commanded  a  regiment  of  local  militia,  in 


which  these  scenes  had  been  exhibited  to 
a  very  considerable  extent.  These  things 
were  apt  to  disgust  the  officers,  and  it  was 
on  this  ground  that  he  had  doubts  as  to 
the  policy  of  calling  out  the  local  militia 
for  the  purposes  of  this  volunteering.  He 
recollected  also,  that  doubu  had  then  been 
entertained  whether  Government  had  a 
right  under  the  Act  to  call  out  the  local 
militia  for  this  species  of  volunteering; 
the  Act  only  giving  power  to  call  them 
out  for  the  purposes  of  exercise,  or  in  case 
of  invasion.  He  again  repeated,  that  it 
was  not  his  object  to  throw  any  obstroc* 
tions  in  the  way  of  the  military  exertiont 
now  making. 

Lord  RoUe  stated,  that  he  himself 
marched  into  a  place  which  he  named,  at 
the  head  of  a  thousand  men,  6alled  out 
for  the  purpose  of  this  voluateeriog,  and 
that  all  the  officers  had  encouraged  tha 
volunteering  to  the  utmost  of  their  power. 
The  men  at  first  thought  there  was  some 
trick  in  it,  but  afterwanis  they  were  satis* 
fied,  and  volunteered  cheerfully. 

Viscount  Sidmoutk  said,  that  nothing 
could  be  more  fair  and  candid  than  the 
manner  in  which  the  noble  lord  had  stated 
his  objections  to  this  Bill,  or  rather  his 
doubts  and  observations  upon  it.  He  ad« 
mitted  that  every  thing  ought  to  ba 
avoided,  if  possiblci  which  could  give 
ofi*ence  or  disgust  to  the  officers  of  this 
valuable  species  of  force.  Nothing  could 
exceed  the  zed  and  alacrity  with  which 
the  gentlemen  of  the  country  had  coma 
forward  in  behalf  of  their  country,  and  the 
exertions  which  all  of  them  madfe  to  pro« 
mote  the  views  of  Government  in  this 
particular.  Their  lordships  had  to  con« 
sider  first,  whether  the  same  occasion 
now  existed  for  this  measure  as  had  existed 
when  it  was  before  resorted  to;  and  if 
they  thought  that  an  equally  pressing 
occasion  did  exist,  they  had  then  decided, 
in  a  great  measure,  on  the  principle  of 
this  Bill :  that  an  equally  pretting  occa- 
sion did  exist  he  was  sure  their  lordships 
would  feel,  and  therefore  he  need  say 
nothing  further  on  that  point.  The  reasons 
which  induced  Government  to  have  re* 
course  to  a  measure  of  this  kind,  for  it  wai 
not  exactly  the  same  as  this,  at  a  former 
period  was  this :— -In  order  to  procure  a 
large  supply  for  the  disposeable  force  of 
the  country,  it  had  been  thought  expe« 
dient  to  allow  a  volunteering  from  tha 
regular  militia  into  the  line  to  an  amount 
of  about  one- half  of  the  whole  number  of 
the  militia.      The  militia  amounted  to 
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70,000  men,  and  it  was  expected  that 
aboat  30,000  men  might  be  procared  for 
the  army.    This,  howeyer,  would  trench 
materially  on  the  domestic  force;  and  as 
it  was  intended,  if  possible,  to  aroid  the 
mode  of  filling  up  of  the  regular  militia 
by  ballot,  it  was  resolved  to  invite    a 
certain  portion  of   the    local  militia  to 
Toluiiteer    their    services    beyond    their 
counties   for  42  days.      By   this  means 
17,000  men  had  been  induced  to  volun- 
teer,  and  therefore   the  expedient  in   a 
great  degree,  though  not  to  the  full  extent, 
had  answered  the  purpose.     It  was  true 
that  a  notion  had  spread  among  the  men, 
that  if  they  accepted   the  bounty  of  a 
guinea,  they  would  be  liable  to  serve  for 
an  indefinite  time,  and  in  any  part  of  the 
country,  instead  of  being  limited  to  the 
adjoining  counties  :    but  they  must  now 
have  been  satisfied  by  the  fact  that  such  a 
notion  was  erroneous.     With  respect  ^o 
the  present  measure,  the  militia  had,  at 
the  conclusion  of  the  late  peace,  been  in  a 
great  measure  disembodied.     In  calling 
them  out  again,  it  was  desirable  to  avoid 
the  inconvenienciesand  personal  vexations 
of  the  ballot,  if  it  was  possible  to  avoid  it. 
He  bad  now  to  state,  that  great  progress 
had  been  made  in  raising  them  by  beat  of 
drum,  and  it  was  hoped  that  the  mode  of 
ballot  might  be  avoided.     But  this  mode 
of  liaising  the  men  by  beat  of  drum  must 
take  up  some  time,  the  duration  of  which 
could   not  be  exactly  calculated ;    andj 
therefore,  it  had  been  thought  expedient 
that  Government '  should   be  empowered, 
in  case  of  necessity,  to  accept  the  services 
of  a  portion  of  the  local  militia  out  of 
their  own  counties.    The  service  was  to 
be  only  for  28  days  instead  of  42  days, 
as  In  the  former  act,  and  it  was  not  in- 
tended actually  to  resort  to  the  measure 
unless    it    should    be    found    necessary. 
Under  these    circumstances,   he    trusted 
their  lordships  would  think  it  expedient 
that  the  Government    should    have  the 
power  to  accept  of  these  services  in  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  modified.     The 
masters  would   feel   much   less  inconve- 
nience in  sparing  the  services  of  their 
servants  for  the  28  days,  than  they  must 
have  felt  when  deprived  of  them  for  42 
days. 

^  Lord  St,  John  requested  some  explana- 
tion as  to  the  power  of  Government  under 
the  act  to  call  them  out  for  this  purpose  of 
volunteering. 

Viscount  Sidmouth  said,   that  Govern- 
nent  had  the  power  to  call  the  men  out 
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for  exercise,  or  in  case-  of  invasion ;  and 
the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  had  given  it 
as  their  opinion,  that  when  called  out, 
their  services  in  this  way  might  be  ac^ 
cepted. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  third  time« 
and  passed. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
'  Wednesdt^,  June  7. 

Iff  SOLVENT  Debtors  Bill:]  Mr.  Lock' 
hart,  by  desire  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend,  (Mr.  Serjeant  Best,]  begged  leave 
to  move,  that  the  second  reading  of  the 
Insolvent  Debtors'  Amendment  Bill  should 
he  postponed  to  that  day  thtee  months. 
He  observed,  that  his  hon.  ami  learned 
friend  took  this  course,  with  the  view,  not 
of  abandoning  the  measure  altogether, 
but  of  bringing  it  forward  in  the  next 
session  in  such  a  form  as  he  trusted  would 
be  in  accordance  with  the  general  feelings 
of  the  House.  With  respect  to  the  Bill 
now  in  existence,  he  had  oQly  to  observe, 
that  every  day's  experience  showed  ho^ 
much  it  required  amendment. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Master  of  the  Rolls  in  Ireland.] 
The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  pro- 

Sosition  for  increasing  the  Salary  of  the 
faster  of  the  Rolls  in  Ireland  was  brought 
up.  On  the  motion  that  the  Resolution 
be  agreed  to, 

Mr.  Horner  said,  that  the  proposed  in- 
crease of  the  income  of  the  Irish  Master 
of  the  Rolls  still  appeared  to  him  to  be 
a  most  objectionable  grant.'  The  Master 
of  the  Rolls  in  Ireland  ought  not  to  have 
his  salary  placed  on  the  same  footing  with 
that  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  England, 
as  the  latter  had  much  more  business 
brought  before  him,  and  had  besides 
highf  r  duties  to  perform.  The  proposed 
augmentation  of  the  income  of  the  Irish 
Master  of  the  Rolls  would  make  it  nearly 
equal  to  that  of  the  same  ofiicer  in  this 
country,  as  it  went  to  raise  it  to  4>,S00/. 
while  the  emoluments  of  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls  in  England,  including  every 
thing,  did  not  exceed  ^,500i.  Till  within 
these  fevf  years  the  office  of  the  Master  of 
the  RofTs  in  Ireland  had  been  a  mere 
sinecure.  Certainly  it  was  not  so  now  ; 
but  still  he  saw  no  reason  for  making  the 
proposed  addition  to  the  salary  attached 
to  the  situation. 

Mr,  Peel,  in  bringing  forward  the  pro- 
position now   under   consideration,  had 
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wished  the  tame  principle  to  be  acted 
upon  whicb  had  been  adopted  with  re- 
apect  to  the  puisne  judges  of  Ireland.  He 
bad  not  intended  to  place  the  salaries  of 
the  Masters  of  the  Rolls  in  England  arid 
Ireland  on  the  same  footing.  The  reso- 
lotion  which  he  had  submitted  to  the 
House  went  to  gif e  the  Master  of  the 
Kolls  for  Ireland  an  income  of  4,300/. 
Irish  currency.  This»  in  British  currency » 
was  reduced  to  ^,QO0U  He  had  considered 
Stoch  an  augmentation  was  but  jost,  as  a 
compensation  for  the  Six*clerks  Offices, 
which  had  formerly  been  at  the  diiposal 
of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  but  which  had 
ceased  to  be  so.  The  character  of  the 
^sent  Master  oC  the  Rolls  could  furnish 
no  objection  to  the  grant,  as  in  the  dis* 
charge  of  his  official  duties,  his  conduct 
had  given  such  general  satisfaction,  that 
only  three  appeals  from  his  decisions  had 
yet  bei^n  receired. 

'  Sir  5.  RomUfy  raised  no  objection  on 
the  character  of  the  indiridnal  holding 
the  situation  of  Master  of  the  Rolls  for 
Ireland,  but  he  did  not  consider  the  pro- 
posed addition  to  his  income  to  be  neces- 
sary as  compensation  for  the  disposal  of 
the  Six-clerk«  Offices  beinff  withdrawn 
from  him.  In  lord  Kenyon  s  time  those 
offices  were  never  sold.  The  sale  of  them, 
he  believed,  though  established  by  usage, 
was  not  sanctioned  by  law. 

Mr.  IVe/  said,  that  in  the  last  session  an 
Act  was  passed,  intituled  "  An  Act  for  the 
Ibrther  prevention  of  the  sale  or  brokerage 
of  offices,"  in  which  the  offices  of  Six- 
clerks  were  recognized  as  bein^  saleable. 
'  Sir  Frederick  Plgod,  although  m  general 
disposed  to  .disapprove  of  measures  which 
went  to  charge  Ireland  with  additional 
incumbrances,  yet  from  the  nature  of  the 
present  proposition,  and  a  conviction  of  its 
justice,  he  should  give  it  his  suppori. 

Mr.  Seijeant  Onthw  felt  it  painful  to 
object  to  a  grant  proposed  for  the  remu* 
neration  of  a  person  holding  a  judicial 
situation,  but  he  could  not  refrain  from 
saying  that  the  reasons  given  for  the 
large  increase  of  income  now  called  for, 
were  not  such  as  ought  to  be  satisfactory 
to  the  House. 

/  Sir  J.  iVctcpondid  not  think  it  neces- 
sary for  the  salary  of  the  Master  of  the 
llolls  in  Ireland,  to  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  with  that  of  the  Master  of 
the  Rolls  in  England.  He  wished  time  to  be 
given  for  making  further  inquiries  on  the 
subject,  and  thooght  it  might  be  well  to  de- 
fer bringing  in  tho  Bill  Ult  the  next  session* 
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Sir  J.  Stewart  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
Report. 

Mr.  /.  P.  Grant  thought  he  had  the 
authority  of  Parliament  itself  for  saying, 
that  it  had  never  intended  the  salaries  of 
the  Masters  of  the  Rolls  in  England  and 
Ireland  to  be  placed  on  the  same  footine ; 
as  when  the  office  of  Master  of  the'RoTia 
in  Ireland  was  created,  that  difference 
was  established  between  the  emoluments 
of  the  two  situations  which  existed  at 
present.  What  the  House  had  to  consider 
was,  whether  the  salary  of  the  Irish 
Master  of  the  Rolls  was  sufficient  to  sup* 
port  the  dignity  of  his  situation,  and 
unless  proved  to  be  inadequate,  no  in^ 
crease  ought  to  be  sanctioned.  The  re« 
peated  applications  of  this  nature  made  to 
the  House  ought  to  be  strictly  investigated. 

Mr*  Shaw  of  Dublin  spoke  in  favour  of 
the  resolution,  and  in  flattering  terms  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  present  Master 
of  the  Rolls  in  Ireland  performed  ihm 
functions  of  his  office. 

Mr.  Homer  thooght,  if  the  Irish  Master 
ef  the  Rolls  had  been  in  the  habit  of  re* 
ceifing  money  for  the  Six- clerks  Offices^ 
he  bad  been  guilty  of  a  gross  breach  of 
the  law,  and  of  a  misdemeanor  ibr  whicia 
he  might  have  been  impeached.  It  might 
be  sanctioned  by  the  Act-  passed  at  the 
close  of  the  last  session,  when  very  few 
'  members  were  present,  and  the  subject 
could  not  be  fully  examined;  but  wiih 
the  exception  of  the  provisions  of  that 
Act,  such  conduct  had  no  jostificatioa 
in  law. 

Mr.  Peel  was  not  aware  that  any  racancy 
in  the  Six-clerks  Office  had  occurred 
since  the  appointment  of  the  present 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  but  he  believed  it 
had  invariably  been  the  practice  of  the 
person  holding  that  situation  to  make  a 
profit  of  them.  Besides  the  purchase* 
money,  a  fee  bad  usually  been  paid  to  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls,  which  fee  would  now 
no  longer  form  a  part  of  the  emolumeota 
of  that  individual. 

The  Report  was  agreed,  to,  and  leave 
was  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill. 

G;iBENwicH  Hospital  Estates.]  Sir 
GkarleB  JHonck,  without  imputing  any  im* 
proper  conduct  to.  thpse  who  bad  the 
mansgementof  the  esta  es  in  Northumber- 
land, belonging  to  Greenwich  Hospital^, 
(which  estates,  from  his  own  observation^ 
he  could  say,  were  in  many  respects 
managed  exceedingly  well,)  thought  if 
desirable  that  the  House  should  bepu^  lA 
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poiMiiioii  of  tbe  SQOit  «zptodeii  op,  md 
the  reveiMie  derived  from  them.  He 
Uierefore  Bioved,  ''Thai  there  be  laid 
before  thii  Hoiut,  en  mccount  of  tbe  grow 
lenUl  of  the  eiutea  of  Greenwich  Hoe* 
pital,  10  the  county  of  Northamberiand, 
and  of  the  net  produce  of  them  io  tbe 
yeaff  1808, 1800.  1810,  UU»  UlSt,  1813, 
and  181^  diitingiaishing  the  net  pro* 
juce  of  lands,  hoQjie«»  woods,  mineiit  and 
other  diflereat  kinds  of  prodooe,  from 
each  other,  and  the  net  prodvce  of  the 
whole  fjr9ni  the  gross  prodnco  of  tbe 
Vbole*  52.  An  account  of  all  mooiea  ex* 
^einded  upon  repairing,  extending,  build* 
mg  anew,  and  rebaildiog  Gurai*houses» 
ont-hoifses,  and  all  other  appurtenances  to 
larm-booses  and  farm^office^.  upon  the 
aaid  estates,  in  tbe  years  1811, 18iS^  1813. 
9ud  1814.  5.  An  account  of  the  number 
of  agente  and  bailift  employed  in  ma- 
naging the  said  estates,  with  their  several 
i^ames  and  salaries*'' 

Mr.  Qroker  said,  that  tbe  ostMes  had 
been  ei^ceediagly  well  nanafedj  and  it 
could  not  have  been  the  inVireH  of  tbe 
recetvert  that  they  shoold  be  efberwise. 
^  the  expenses  incurred  on  tbe  linde 
9ouid-  not  he  the  means  of  pqtting  a  single 
iaribing  into  their  pockets.  He  could 
not  say  that  they  had  been  regelated  wi4b 
the  same  economy  with  which  a  private 

Csntleman  might  manage  his  own  eatsite ; 
Bt  within  the  last  ten  years  their  p roduee 
bftd  been  doubled.  In  the  year  180^  the 
rental  of  them  was  l^jOOOL  and  in  the 
last  year  it  was  somewhere  about  ^QfiOQl, 
This  inerease  hftfl  been  eSeoled  in  such  a 
way,  that  it  had  not  been  opmremire  tp  tbe 
teaanta.  There  wom  no  bad  debts  in  am* 
le^yience  of  the  .ndvaoced  rents,  no  run* 
nway  tenants,  but  on  the  eontrary«  those 
livia|r  on  tbe  estates  mere  in  a  state  of 
comftart*  if  not  of  afflnence»  Tbe  papeiQi 
^Ued  for  would  gife  the  House  very  imp- 
perfect  information  with  respect  to  the 
gen^mil  etn%e  of  the  aiaim  of  the  Hospital, 
but  they  might  supply  tbe  bnn*  benmet 
with  the  means  of  mere  mtisfiMrtoriiy  in- 
vestigating the  snb^ct  during  tbe  recem; 
and  therefore  he  should  not  resist  the 
snetion. 

Sir  M*  W.  XiilQf  nndentood  the  estates 
were  at  present  managed  by  two  veceirersi 
who  were  paid  1,600/.  per  ammm.  He 
ifcengbt  one  parson  would  be  suifieient  to 
took  to  them,  and  that  he  might  be  paid 
with  a  smaller  salairy.  Tbope  were  alee 
n  i)omber  of  sgents  and  under-agent#,  who 
might  bu  dispensed  witk     Other  re^ 
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irenebmenu  he  tbonght  mifbt  be  mmie* 
At  all  events  th«  necounie  onght  to  bo 
preducedAaatbey  Woeld  be  mtismctory  ta 
tbe  House*  sod  were  bet  wh^t  tbey  bad  st 
right  to  demwid* 

Mr.  Crqkcr  stated  the  veeeirevs  to  bn 
paid  by  a  percentage  on  whet  tbey  col* 
lectedi  and  it  was  thought  two  mould  be 
better  than  one,  aa  each  might  be  supposed 
in  some  meesurn  to  be  a  cheek  ^n  the 
other, 

Mr.  Baring  thought  it  was  impeesibla 
tbe  esietes  cmtid  be  mnnaged  to  economi* 
colly  aa  they  ought  to  be*  and  therefora 
was  of  pinion  it  might  be  better  to  sell 
tbemi  and  place  the' money  in  the  funda. 

Mr»  Xmig  said  the  queatien  whether  or 
not  it  would  be  wise  to  sell  them*  and 
plaoe  the  money  m  tbe  funds,  was  not  now 
before  tbe  House.  Thie,  howerer*  they 
h«d  bcfoi#  tbf  m^tbat  in  llt05*  they  pi^ 
duced  but  18^000/.  and  that  in  the  last 
year  tbey  gave  iofiOOL  Had  they  been 
sold  ten  years  efpe,  be  feared  tbe  result 
wonld  have  been  less  ib?onrable  for  tbe 
Hospital.  He  faiul  no  objectioa  lo  tbe 
proenctien  of  the  p(^>ers.  He.  was  con* 
lident  tbe  whole  of- the  dkeetora  wonld 
be  willing  to  giro  the  House  aU  pomible 
informalMn  en  the  subject ;  and  be  doubted 
not,  on  an  ia^iry  being  made*  fw^y 
thing  would  be  loeod  perfectly,  satislae^i 
tory. 

The  flMtion  wm  then  pot  and  earried. 

STiJiF«I>UTfsa-«*  NswsPAiPsas.]  Thn 
House  having  resoWed  itself  into  a  Com« 
Qwttee  of  Waya  and  Means* 

Tbe  Ch^fmtUmr  9f  tk  Ex^htufmr  aoae  to 
propose  the  eobedule  el  $»amp«dutiea  oS 
which  be  had  given  notice*  He  ob- 
served, that  the  subjects  on  which  the 
additienai  Siamp^doties  were  to  be  imp 
posed,  wtere  law  duties  and  newspepera. 
Tbe  first  of  tbese  aal^ncts»  the  taxation 
of  law  prooeedings*  was  one  on  wbicb  too 
much  attention  neoki  not  be  beatowed. 
lie  bad  sAmitted  Jthe  present  schednle  tn 
several  very  experienced  persons  in  tbe 
professinn  of  the  law ;  and  since,  tbe  sche* 
dale  had  been  before  produced*  there 
were  many  alterations  made  in  it  whieh 
would  render  it  kes  otu^fcianvble*  One 
alteration  wn«»  that  the  increased  dutiea 
were  not  nlade  prpgressiae  on  tbe  sine  of 
the  tnstmment  stamped,  but  that  a  certain 
increase  of  dnty  on  each  pro^vedins 
shoiikl  take  place»  An  objection  also  had 
been  started  againat  tbe  sohedide*.  wbaoh 
WIS,  ibet  tbe  incceaie  of  the  dntina  wnntd 
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Mf  e  u  liMqvftl  #ftet  spea  iIm  protMd^ 
kigt  in  tmall  cdovU.  Thii  alio  btd  been 
tamedied  by  m  dimniitbml  smIc  of  duties 
applied  «to  the  miaU  coartt*  Thosjgh  ihe 
Uzet  on  law  proceedings  were  on  general 
grounds  objeclioftable^  yet  when  it  was 
considered  h6w  small  A  proportion  of  the 
espeniit  in  a  law-loit  consisled  of  law 
dniM9»  the  objeetiena  wdold  ttol  upptar  m 
greas  as  as  ftrst  aright  be  imagined*  in  a 
salt  in  which  the  soHciler's  bill  was  ¥M,, 
Ihe  amannt  af  tha  sM  law  dutMS,  together 
sritb  the  new,  ivai  40i.  In  another.  In 
whieh  the  eipedsa  was  5BL,  tbeStamp* 
daties  ware  M  Iher e  was  noti  Iherelarei 
iha  same  ob[j«ctiM  to  these  daties  which 
as  first  sight  seemed  to  atuch  to  tbem.-*<^ 
As  to  the  dalles  on  newspapers,  the  first 
idea  whieb  ha  had  was  (o  laj  an  additional 
las  of  Id.  on  each  paper;  bat  as  it  was 
lapresaoted  that  this  tax  Would  hate  the 
most  disadvantageoas  efitot  open  tha  etr** 
cahuion  4f  the  papers,  be  had  imagined 
tha  iadrease  of  the  dutir  on  advariisatnentt 
in  pnaportian  to  their  fength ;  bat  thoogh 
Ibis  seemed  a  fair  propdsltion,  it  aras 
strongly  objeoted  to  by  the  editare  of  the 
Bewspapen,aml  an  additionalSiamp^aty 
<»f  one  balfpenby  oa  each  paper,  and  Od 
an  each  adtertisemeat  was  preferred  by 
the  majority  of  the  persons  occupied  in 
this  line.  To  prateet  the  public  from  an 
jocfaasa  of  tha  price  of  the  papers  be- 
jrond  the  amount  of  the  tas,  an  additional 
ducouot  would  be  allowed  to  these  wba 
only  increased  the  price  of  their  piper 
firam  sizpenoc'^halfpenoy  to  ecTen-pence, 
which  discoant  waald  not  be  allowed  to 
those  who  Incremed  the  price  to  a  greater 
saai.  Althaagfa  tha  praprletars  of  the 
London  paper*  were  net  equally  witling 
to  coincide  In  the  arrangement  wbidi  be 
had  made,  he  was  eoiif  incad  that  no  duly 
would  be  mare  cbeerfally  paid  by  the 
pablic  than  an  increase  of  ana  halfpenny 
an  tha  price  of  a  newspaper.  Tha  sale 
of  these  publications  depending  almost 
wholly  an  the  sUnation  of  public  affuiri, 
and  as  at  the  present  time,  and  probably 
for  soBM  yeara  to  oeme»  a  laadaWe  cario- 
sliy  wauld  be  directed  to  the  avenu  whieb 
were  passmg,  and  wfaich  escteded  in 
Importance  any  which  iar  ages  befsia 
had'  ocanrred,  the  additional  price  of  one 
balfpemy  on  the  pablicaiions  thfoif  h 
which  tha  public  derived  their  iaferma* 
tien  wauM  net  be'  gradged  by  the  pur« 
abaseis* 

*  Srr  X  Newfcn  Ml  a  radical  ofajectien 
ta  die  tas  upstf  nawtpupari}  it  was  of  the 
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otmael  hnporianaa  to  the  iHiUic  Ail  this 
channel  of  ganeral  information  should  be 
as  ft-ee  as  passible  to  tha  commanity  at 
large;  and  m  the  proposition  of  tha  right 
hon«  geutleman  was  Uhely  to  limlir  that 
circoiaiion,  ha  thaagbt  it  highly  object 
tionable.  As  to  the  consoianon  which 
tha  right  hen.  gentleman  gate  tha  pobilc^ 
that  the  same  mehmcholy  Indacemcnt 
Iar  polHicil  intelligence  was  still  lihely 
to  be  procraeud,  so  far  Itora  ihinhing  tMe 
a  proper  groand^  af  sapparl  to  a  measure 
lihe  the  ptesent,  ha  thoaght  it  the  ter^ 
laasoa  why  a  difiereat  poKoy  ought  to  ha 
pareaed;  Mcadse,  at  such  limes  of  ga^ 
•aral  promura  ta  tha  commaqity,  every 
fiscilhy  of  inetrnctiah  ought  to  be  freely  ad*- 
mitlad.  Becaute  great aalamity  was  lihely 
to  open  upon  the  world,  were  the  people 
to  be  driven  ta  endaro  iha  still  greater 
weight  of  addiilanal  tasadan?  The  t^ 
▼erse  waa  sorsAy  tha  true  view  of  tha 
sabgect.  Nothmg  could  be  maro  aofsiiv 
when  tha  pohtical  sitaatiaa  of  the  caantry 
rendered  it  alira  to  passing  events,  than 
that  tha  Cbaueullor  of  tha  Bxcbei|aer 
shoald  oome  forward  and  say— «*'  We  will 
mahe  you  pay  far  imelligenee,  new  thM 
we  see  year  necesslites  compel  yoa, 
from  the  very  op^ratioa  sf  their  preeiare, 
to  be  asore  anxlaus  for  its  receptiaou^ 
Now,  be  (^r  John  Newport)  would  ca#- 
icnd  that,  so  Car  froni  this  positian  being 
the  correct  one,  the  direct  contrwry  wm 
the  fact,  and  that  pabhc  cariostty  had  a 
rittbt  to  be  with  maro  facility  indalged, 
wbea  the  stale  of  the  counwy  afibrded 
sufficient  reasan  far  iu  eaeiienienl.  ih 
proportion  to  the  magaitada  af  tha  eov- 
cems  of  Great  Britain,  tha  ciroulatisss  of 
her  newspapers  appeared  smaller  thaa 
these  of  other  coantrias.  Leak  to  Jim^ 
rica,  for  idsunoey  and  seo  how  fin"  mdra 
estended  was  their  circulation ;  aiid  Ik 
them  Consider  the  consequences  of  drying 
op  these  sources  of  cheap  and  geaersA 
information.  He  Was  not  a,ware  tiiat  tha 
made  by  which  the  right  hoii.  geiiilemaa 
soaght  to  guard  the  pabiie  against  oltr^ 
mately  payhug  mere  than  the  addition^ 
halfpenny  on  tach  paper  would  be  m  all 
eflecimili  or  that  it  would  remove  his  ol^ 
jeclions  to  tha  tax.  it  would,  m  the  end,  be 
was  sore,  prove  as  unproductive  as  all  such 
expedianto  of  gratuiious  tmnlien  had  ever 
been  fouad.  Besides,  tha  tight  hon.  gem- 
tleman  could  not  be  ignorant  tbai  if  the 
prow  were  thus  called  into  action  againm 
tha  pressure  of  a  measufe  like  the  present, 
the  .affect  wontd.  be,  that  aithough  it 
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ivoold  be  vhlikely  gnml  pnblic  mmorei 
would  be  iQ  faiore  exposed  to  mierepre- 
aentationt  yet  ihey  woold  be  open  to  a 
aert  of  high  coloonngt  perhapa  not  exactly 
of  that  kind  which  it  woold  auit  the  right 
boo*  gentleman  to  encoonter.  On  the 
whole,  it  wai  one  of  the  last  taxes  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  ought  onder  any 
circnmstaoces  to  have  proposed. 

Sir  M.  W.  RidUy  said,  he  did  not  object 
to  the  tax  on  newspapers  on  account  of  the 
effect  it  would  have  upon  the  proprietors ; 
bot  because  it  woold  diminish  the  circula- 
tion of  information,  he  should  oppoae  that 
pert  of  the  Reaolutioo.  As  to  tne  addi- 
tion of  siiypence  on  advertisemenls,  he  did 
not  object  to  it.  He  understood  the 
charge  for  the  insertion  of  adTortisements 
in  the  London  papers  was  very  great,  and 
the  delay  considerable ;  for  though  a  lau- 
dable practice  existed  at  the  offices  of  in- 
serting advertisements  by  routioa,  yet  a 
practice  as  much  to  be  reprobated  exist- 
ed, that  advertisements  were  inserted  out 
of  their  rotation  on  the  payment  of  an  ad- 
ditional sum.  At  the  last  general  elec- 
tion, when  he  had  had  occasion  to  adver* 
tise  a  circular  to  the  freemen  of  the  town 
which  he  represented,  resident  in  London, 
lie  had  selected  four  London  papers  for 
that  purpose,  and  was  surprised  to  find 
the  expense  for  the  insersion  of  the  adver- 
jtisement  twice'  in  four  papeiai.  He  was 
informed,  on  examining  the  acconotSy  that 
it  was  the  custom  ta  charge  twice  as  much 
for  advertisemenu  at  the  time  of  a  general 
election ;  a  rule  which  did  not  exist,  be 
believed,  with .  the  country  papers.  It 
was  also  remarkable,  that  there  was  a  dif- 
ference in  these  charges.  The  papers 
were  two  evening  and  two ,  morning  pa- 
pers^—the  Morning  Chronicle,  the  Morn- 
ing Post,  the  Globe,  and  the  Courier ;  in 
the  Morning  Chronicle  he  was. charged 
10  guineas,  m  the  Morning  Post  12  gui- 
iieM»  in  tbe  Globe  12  guineas,  and  in  the 
Courier  16  guineas.  This  variety  seemed 
Migular  to  him,  and  it  was  not  the  less 
singular  that  those  papers  who  adhered  to 
the  principles  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  charged  most  for  their  adver- 
tisements. As  the  duty  bore  so  small  a 
proportion  to  the  charge  on  advertise- 
ments, he  should  not  oppose  it. 

Sir  C.  Mmick  opposed  the  tax  on  news- 
papers, and  thought  there  could  not  be  a 
time  more  ill  chosen  to  deny  the  public 
Information  on  the  state  of  public  events 
in  which  they  were  so  deeply  interested* 
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every  adVertiaement  was  agraod  to ;  the 
House  resumed,  and  the  Report  was  or* 
dered  to  be  received  to*jnorrow. 
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Tlmndayt  June  8. 

Slati  Tbadb.]  Lord  Orttmlk  rose 
and  said  :— «My  Lords;  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  imporlant  discosaion  la 
which  year  lordships  are  about  to  engage, 
I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  yoor  lord* 
ships  to  a  subject  in  which  the  boooor  of 
this  country  seems  to  ose  to  be  most  deeply 
concerned.  By  an  article  of  the  Treaty 
of  Vienna,  Louis  18  is  invited  to.  accede 
to  the  Treaty.  I  do  not  wish  lo  throw 
any  doubts  whatever  on  the  propriety  of 
thatjirticle,  nor  do  I  meaa  to  advert  to 
any  of  the  other  circumstances  which 
must  of  necessity  form  a  part  of  any  con- 
cert between  the  Allied  Powers  aiid  Uiat 
Monarch  :  bot  your  lordships  know  that 
both  this  and  the  otl^er  House  of  Parli»* 
ment,  previously  to  the  signature  of  the 
Treaty  of  Peace  last  year,  expressed' their 
wish  that  the  restoration  of  the  French 
colonies  should  be  accompanied  by  an  en* 
gagemeot  on  the  part  of  France,  imme* 
diately  and  totally  to  abolish  the  Slave- 
trade.  Such  was  the  wish  of  Parliament 
and  of  the  country  at  that  time;  and  op  to 
this  moment  all  that  has  been  done  during 
the  negociations  at  Vienna  and  at  Paris^ 
whatever  that  ipay  be,  has  been  done  in 
partial  fulfilment  of  the  desire  so  express- 
ed. Yoor  lordships  are  also  aware,  that 
on  the  late  change  of  Government  in 
France,  the  person^who  is  ik/acto  at  the 
head  of  that  Government  went  beyond  the 
engagemenu  into  which  France  had  en- 
tered with  us  on  this  subject;  and,  as  one 
of  the  first  acts  of  his  Government,  issued 
a  decree  for  the  instant  and  complete 
abolition  of  the  Slave-trade.  My  lords, 
disapproving,  as  1  do,  of  the  character  and 
of  the  whole  tenoor  of  the  life  of  that  per« 
son,  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  withhold 
praise  from  so  great  an  act  of  humanity. 
Whether  done  by  him  or  by  any  other 
person,  it  is  entitled  to  high  and  unqua* 
lified  commendation.  It  /orms,  in  this 
instance,  a  striking  contrast  to  the  genersi 
Conduct  of  the  individual  in  question. 
The  Slave-trade  is  now  altogether  abolish- 
ed in  France.  .  If,  my  lords,  the  result  of 
the  operations  which  are  about  to.  com* 
mence  should  occasion  another  change  in 
(he^  French.  Government— if  the  cause 
which  will  ^ave  my  best  wishes  shooU 
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eventuatty  tdanph,  I  do  tnin  tbtt  this 
covntrv  will  never  partictpate  in  any  con- 
tracts by  which  it  may  be  proposed  to 
revive  that  atrocioas  traffic.  I  trust  that 
It  will  be  clearly  seen  by  those  to  whops 
the  bonoor  of  tne  British  empire  is  con- ' 
fided,  that  it  is  their  sacred  and  imperative 
doty  CO  refuse  any  aeqniescence  in  snch 
engagements.  I  do  not  ask  what  are  the 
neuurcs  that  have  bee^  adopted  on  this 
subject*  nor  do  I  ask  what  it  is  likely  will 
be  the  meens  resorted  to  to  give  eflect  to 
oar- own  wishes,  and,  hereafter  to  establish 
a  community  of  feeling  with  respect  to  it. 
But  I  hope  it  will  be  thoroughly  under- 
stood«  that  this  country  never  can  consent 
to  execute  a  treaty  of  concert  with  Louis 
18»  without  dtstinetly  declaring*  that  in 
the  event  of  a  favourable  issue  to  the  con- 
test (if  Providence  should  be  so  pleased), 
no  measures  should  be  taken  to  overthrow 
the  great  work  which  has  been  established 
in  France,  and  which,  by  whatever  hands 
accomplished,  is  pregnant  with  nothing 
but  good.  My  lords,  in  expressing  this 
expectation,  I  -  do  not  conceive  that  I  am 
doing  any  thing  at  all  calculated  to  em- 
barrass his  Majesty's  Government.  It 
vras  uniformly  declared  by  Louis  18,  and 
I  implicitly  subscribe  to  the  sincerity  of 
the  declaration,  that  if  he  opposed  any 
obstacle  to  the  completion  of  the  wishes 
of  this  country  tor  a  total  and  an  imme- 
diate abolition  of  the  Slave-trade,  it  was 
in  contradiction  to  his  own  feelings  and 
to  his  own  conviction  of  right  and  justice, 
and  was  only  in  deference  to  the  sense  of 
the  people.  This,  it  now  appears,  was  the 
case.  It  seems,  that  on  this,  as  well  as 
'oil  other  subjects,  his  Majesty's  own  cor- 
rect judgment  was  perverted  by  the  ad- 
vice of  those  about  him.  That  measure 
was  represented  to  him  as  likely  to  pre- 
judice his  interests  in  France,  which  the 
person  who  is  contending  with  him  for 
the  crown  of  that  kingdom  accomplished 
the  very  first  moment  after  his  amumption 
of  .the  royal.  jMithority,  and  at  a  period 
when,  as  aM  n»  other  actions  unequivo- 
cally show,  he  felt  it  necessary  to  conci- 
Tiate  the  nation  by  every  means  in  his 
power*  Under  these  circumstances,  there- 
fore, my.  lords,  bis  Majesty'^  Government 
can  have  no  difficulty  in  making  to  Louis 
18  the  preposition  which  I  have  stated; 
but,  let  it  be  difflcnltor  not  difficult,  it  is 
their  doty  to  maker  and  to  abide  by  that 
propotttion*  If  they  do  not,  they  will  cover 
with  stains  the  character  of  Great  Britain. 
I  have  thought  it, right  thus  to  call  your 
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lordships'  attention  to  this  interesting 
topic;  and  in  the  confidence  that  his  Ma*« 
jesty's  Government  will  not  fail  to  adopt 
the  line  of  proceeding  which  their  duty 
seems  to  me  to  presoribe  to  them,  I  ab-^' 
stain  from  making  any  further  observatiOiW 
upon  it. 

The  Earl  of  Uperpool  said :— I  shaft 
trouble  your  lordships  wHh  only  a  few 
words  on  what  has  fallen  from  the  noble 
baron.  I  entirely  concur  in  the  noble 
lord's  general  statement,  that  it  is  the  doty 
of  his  Majesty's  Government  to  avail 
themselves  of  every  means  in  their  power 
to  accomplish  that  object,  which  they  feel 
as  strongly  as  the  noble  baron,  of  as  any 
other  person  existing,  will  be  conducive 
to  the  universal  happiness  of  the  world; 
Without  entering  into  further  particulars^ 
I  have  no  difficulty  in  saying,  that  fromr 
the  first  moment  at  which  it  could  be 
taken  into  consideration,-  this  subject  has 
occupied  the  earnest  and  anxious  attentio/i 
of  the  Prince  Regent's  servants,  and  that 
measures  have  already  been  adopted  with 
a  view  to  give  full  eflect  to  the  wishes  of 
the  noble  baron,  of  Parliament^  and  of 
the  country.-  We  have  the  strongest  rea- 
son to  hope  that  our  efibrts  -  on  this  sub- 
ject will  be  successful.  This,  at  least,  I 
may  say,  without  committing  his  Majesty's 
Government  to  any  'declaration  which 
future  occurrences  might  possibly  render 
imprudent,  (and  lam  persuaded  that  no 
one  can  be  more  desirous  than  the  noble 
baron  that  I  should  not  so  commii  them}^ 
that  no  exertion  will  be  wanting  on  their 
part  to  complete  this  good  work,  gene- 
rally as  far-  as  lies,  in  their  power,  and 
particularly  as  it  respects  its  accomplish- 
ment in  France ;  and  that  no  treaty  will 
be  concluded  with  the  King  of  France^ 
either  by  Great  Britain  ((ingly,  or  by 
Great  Britain  in  conjunction  with  the 
Allies,  without  a  positive  effiirt  to  that 
efl^t.  My  lords,  when  the  proper  time 
shall  arrive,  his  Majesty's  ministers  will 
be  perfectly  prepared  to  render  to  your 
lordships  the  fullest  possible  explanation 
of  their  conduct  on  this  important  subject. 

Roman  CArnouc  Quxstion.J  The 
Duke  of  Sussex  presented  a  Petition  from 
the  county  of  Lancaster,  in  favour  of  the 
Catholic  Claims,  and  observed  that  it  was 
left  to  his  discretion,  whether  he  would 
present  it  or  not.  He  f^lt  it  his  duty  to 
present  it  to  their  lordships,  at  the  same 
time  reserving  a  discretion  to  himself  as 
to  the  ground  upon  which  the  Petition 
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w«ii«»whichir4fthaloftiflit.  SirlSlMi* 
bope  tMg  be  •boiild  f  ote  Tor  Ibe  Peutio|i» 
'St  be  conceived  Ibtt  relief  in  all  tneb  cMe« 
WM  m  matter  of  rigbt, .  and  not  of  fa« 
Toor.  Tbe  Earl  of  Donoa§^more  pre- 
lented  Petitions  from  Galvrtj,  and  otber 

J  arts  of  Ireland,  on  the  lame  subjects  Hie 
^rcbbip  alio  preiented  one  fron  tbe  Ro- 
man Calbolica  of  Great  Britain^  wbioh  be 
stated  was  pot  into  bis  bands,  he  knew 
not  why*  It  was  respectfalJy  wordedi 
and  respectably  signed.  He  was  not  Suf- 
ficiently acquainted  with  the  different 
parts  from  which  tbe  stgnatores  were  ob^ 
tained,  to  speak  positiTely  as  to  their  go« 
neral  importance^  but  many  of  the  names 
were  highly  respectable.  The  PetitMns 
were  all  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  order  of.  the  day  for  suniimoning 
their  lordships  being  rcad» 

The  Earl  of  DcmSugknwrt  rose,  for  the 
purpose  of  submitting  to  the  House  the 
motion,  of  which  be  bad  gifen  notice, 
with  respect  to  the  Catholic  Claims*.  Be* 
fore  he  entered  on  the  subject,  and  stated 
to  their  lordships  what  tbe  question  for 
their  consideration  was,  ho  thought  it 
would  be  necessary  for  him  distinctly  to 
premise  what  tbe  question  was  not,  to 
which  he  meant  to  call  their  lordships' 
attention.  He  was  quite  unfettered  and 
uninfluenced,  in  introducing  this  questiofi, 
bv  any  discussions  that  might  have  taken 
place  out  of  Parliament^-HMr  was  he  tied 
down  by  any  directions,  as  to  the*  course 
that  ought  to  be  pursued.  Ho  was  0 
party  to  no  specific  avrangemente  that 
would  tend  to  circumscribe  or  interfere 
with  tbe  deliberate  judgment  of  the  House* 
He  had  not  embodied,  in  any  distinct  re<* 
solutions,  what  be  might  be  desirous  their 
lordships  should  do  on  this  sebject««mueh 
less  had  he  reduced  any  propositions  into 
tbe  shspe  of  a  legUlatire  enactmonw  in 
what  be  had  just  said,  he  desired  not  to 
bo  misunderstood  as  expressing  any  opi* 
nion  on  the  course  adopted,  or  intended  to 
bate  been  adopted,  in  another  place.  The 
Basolutions  which  were  printed  and  eireu- 
jated  after  the  late  discussion,  had  pro- 
bably imparted  instruction  on  this  impor* 
taot  question,  which  waa  most  neeessary 
and  most  important*  Bui,  as  he  did  not 
intend  to  animadrert  on  tbe  new  mode  of 
bringing  this  great  sobj.ect  forward,  he 
certainly  felt  that  he  hod  an  ondonbled 
right  to  declare  against  any  thing  that 
BMghi  be  alleged  m  disapproval  of  the 
line  o(  conduct'  which  he  bad  himself 
ndopted  on  ibis  occasion* 
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baring  thus  snfllciently  goaid«d  Una- 


self  against    misrepresentntioii 
spect  to  the  course  1m  doeitted  it  neceaenr  jr 
to  pursue^  he  should  next  proceed  to  ob* 
serve,  that  for  nothing  but  inqoky'^^forf 
inquiry  only— was  he  heir  abeol  to  aBOT#« 
That  their  lordshipe  sbovkl  Uke  ioto  iili« 
mediaie  consideration  tbe  state  of  bis  Mah* 
jesty's  Catholic  suliti««te  of  GreaS  Briftem 
and  Ireland,  was  the  full  Oxtent  of  wbaft 
he  meant  to  require  from  tbe  House.     He 
hoped  that. he  should  be  suceessfnln  If, 
indeed,  any  Soceem  ever  ottended  bib 
humble  efforts  in  sdppori  of  tbe  great 
cause  which  be  would,  that  day^  fcgaat 
place  before  their  lordships*  Vor  the  dene 
and  satisfactory  eensidetasion  of  this  eub^ 
ject,  it  would  be  fitting,  thai  be  should 
divide  it  into  distinct  and  sepasate  beade« 
In  tbe  first  pUco,  he  would  apply  tnmself 
to  the  onuses  which  called  for  the  innne* 
diate  consideration  of  the  question;  and, 
in  his  opinioo,  evwy  principle  of  justice 
and  of  policy,  reanired  this  proceeding. 
He  should,  secondly,  adrert  to  Ibe  relief, 
from  existing  disabilities,  thAt  ought  to  be 
extended  to  the  Catbolics>--^ho,  be  be-* 
liered  it  would  not  bediOted,  badeea* 
dncted  tbemstflves  In  tbe  moel  satisfoeiory 
manner  for  tbe  last  twenty  years;  and 
be  should  state  to  tbe  House  tbe  ptopo^ 
sitfons  he  should  deem  it  necessary  to 
submit,  if  Inquiry  were  agreed  to,  en  their 
bbhalf.    In  tbe  third  place,  be  sbonM  de« 
liver  his  opinion  en  tboee  additional  secv 
rities,  wbiisb  bad  been  cbntended  for,  as 
indispensable,  by  some  very  respectnUe 
members  of  both  Hoiaes  of  ^arlia«en»' ' 
and  tbe  consequent  arrangements,  with 
respect  to   the  Catholic  Church,  which 
#ere  to  be  found  in  the  measure  of  1813. 
And,  lastly,  be  should  briefly  reply  to  tbe 
argumenC  tb*t  had  been  So  efteo  ami  so 
triumphantly    nr^sd  agatnet  the  imme^ 
diate  oensideraiion  of  tbiesubiect;  nan^ly* 
whether,  in  tbe  present  dissatisfied,  and, 
as  it  wee  alleged  to  bobinflamed  staOe  of  ibe 
Catbolia  body.  Is  would  be  prtriemt  to  en^ 
tertain  tbe  question^    Frodl  4us  division 
of  the  svbyect,  bio  lordsbip  hoped  if  woeld 
net  be  inferred,  that  be  intended  to  eniet 
into  it  at  any  orent  length.    PkY»foBBio|^ 
M  he  did,  that  inquiry  alone  vr«U  bis  ob« 
jeet,  secb  a  oenrse  would  be  quHe  enna* 
cessnry .    He  foM^  however,  that  be  #oiild 
not  be  joilified  in  caMng  theiv  fordhbips 
to  a  diecussion  en  m  snbpMit  of  inch  im* 
menee  impertanee,  witboas  putting  tbe 
House  in  posseesie^Mi^iy  as  shenly  oea»« 
proaiod  a  siaieMcnt  us  possibl  v*^^^  wbai 
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biftownmw  ^  the  ^itiaa  ww*  asi  of 
ih«t#  gptat  objfcu  wiiick  he  wUbud  to 
eibet«»io  by  liie  propoif d  iai|Qiry. 

With  raipeot  lo  tbe  fim  he«d«<aho 
ciMMit  whid»  ptcvUiHriy  deAMnd#4  ip^ 
qoiry>— tfcott  oaqitt  wero  to  very  n«OM«> 
roup,  thol  b«  know  not  with  wbicb  of  Ui«io 
ho  aboold  begio*  lo  tbo  firat  ploc9»  o 
gso»l  body  of  lb«  p«oplo  of  Iiolaad  wtio 
doprived  of  ibo  oojoymwrt  of  many  ngku ; 
tbey  wert  dobonrod  from  v^riowi  polUicol 
oftoMb  of  gnot  woigbl  aod  retpoet.  li 
bad  bean  mrgned,  tbal  gram  doogcr  woald 
rMuk  w  Aha  Skato.  if  tho  Catholiet  wera 
adoittad  to  tba  onjoyiacol  of  thoia  tiuwr 
tionc  TUt  wot  diraoUy  daoiad  by  thcnu 
Tbf y  caota  fnrwacdt  and  eballaogad  in* 
qoiry*  Tbty  ofitMd  lo  provo»  btforo 
PtrliamaiMU  that  choir  fidalily  lo  iba  Stale 
had  been  fim  iMtd  ouriialMa.  Tbaia 
grievaocea.  grea4  at  Ihey  wart^  becMOo 
stiU  greatoTt  when  ibay  contidered  the 
rM9lL  omobar  of  painoM  who  toflerad  br 
ihem.  In  this  oooniry  aMoy  indmdoalt 
wore  oppfBiied  by  tbe  aytieat :  io  Ireland- 
fowT'fifiha  of  Ibo  emke  popoblioD  were 
•Acted  by  ii.  If  toch  jiievoocet  at  theto 
weee  pormitiad  to  exitt  if  t)iey  wore 
tuAered  to  remeio  wHboat  io^iry*  be 
coBccMred  il  would  be  moti  oajoti,  meal 
impeliiic*  But  the  tyateea  pereeed  wiib 
retpeetrto  tbe  Cetheiict;  wat  different  m 
dittMOot  pane  of  the  ooiltd  kingdom*  in 
SootJendt  the  Caiholiet  bad  a  capability 
of  holding,  aa  he  botiored^  every  office, 
civil  and  miiiiai^,  wMiooi  any  reference 
to  reli^NMM  opinion*  In  tbtteoontry,  the 
Calholica  enjoyed  a  very  taiaH  addition 
indeed  to  what  wot  granted  by  tbe  ttaioce 
of  17194  •  In  Irelondy  tbey  were  permitled 
to  eseiciie  tba  elective  franchiie,  aari 
they  ware  in  peatettionof  all  tSioie  liberal 
aooetaipoa  of  privilege^  which  the  AcH  of. 
179>  eilendod  te  theat.  Wat  tuch  an 
anaanalaot  elate-  of  tbingt,  be  woald  atk« 
UPoi^y  to  oentinoe  in  exiaienee  ?  Their 
loadabipa  moat  not  think  thel  he  wished 
to  give  to  tbe  Ifith  CatboHea  more  than 
be  weold  deaMmd  for  thom  who  inhabited 
other  parte  of  tbe  United  Kingdom;  fbot 
be  oenld  teeao  jnH  aeaton  for  not  pniting 
thean  on  the  eene  taaiing  with  their  Noi> 
tbam  neighbetira.  •  Waa  these  any  thin^ 
in  their  eoodeot  or  demeanoer*  that  en- 
tbled  them  to  gneaior  veMnf  than  tbe  Co- 
thotica  of  Ireland  ?  This  wat  a  monatroea 
anomaly*  and  caUod  for  the  ioterfereooe 
of  tbe  Legialaaam.  AU  Ibaft  be  asked  of 
tbeir  loedahipt  waa»  to  inqoiae  fiilly  into 
ibfi  f  uatlioo>  thai  it  migbl  be  promptly 


and  definitively  te|  ai  reat«^thal  aH  tho 
inhabitanta  of  the  United  Kingdom  thonld 
be  edjniited  to  the  pnvileget  of  the  Con* 
ttitmion^^tfaat  lomething  anilorm  tbeolA 
be  dene»  by  which  tbe  atrengtb  of  the 
eoipire  weiM  bo  improved  and  eomoli* 
dated.  What,  he  demanded,  had  tho 
Soman  Galboliot  dene,  to  deierve  tho 
poniabmeni  which  wet  inflicted  on  them  } 
What  bid  tbey  dono»  thai  rendered  iO 
neeestery  to  impose  on  tbem  thoao  liar* 
foitores,  which  the  laws  awarded  to  cqbH' 
victed  felons?  Was  it  not  right  for  their 
lordships  to  ooaaa  forward*  and  state,  in  n 
ce«nmittee»  where  tbe  subject  eoold  bo 
best  inqeired  tnto»  if  those  laws  were  to  be 
kept  up»  what  the  Catholics  bad  done  to 
deserve  it,  or  what  their  lordsbipswem 
afraid  tbey  weold  do*  ossome  futore  time, 
which  iadooed  them  to  continoe  tuch  harsb 
and  oppressive  meaaerts  ? 

There  was  another  reeson  fer  inqeiry, 
which  be  conceived  te  be  full  as  stfOn^ 
as  tbat  be  bad  addctced.  it  appeared  to 
him,  that  tbe  eontinnance  or  those  re* 
Ktrletfve  measores.  was  contrary  tn  ihw 
pijncipiea  of  tho  Union.  He  coiild»  per«> 
baps,  ^peek  on  this  point  aa  accorately  aa 
most  noble  lerda^perhapa  more  atrongly 
and  more  ecenrately  than  many.  He  waa 
a  friami  to  the  Union*  pnrely  and  entirely* 
becanse  be  thovgbt  it  woeM  giro  to  tbe 
Ibemen  Catbalica  those  franchises^  and 
\hH  esUeosicMa  of  privileges*  wbicfa*  bo 
beliered*  they  weald  not  hove  received 
from  tbeir  own  Parliament.  By  a  Birlia^ 
asentary  Unioo^  be  hoped  tbey  weold  have 
recovered  their  rigbttk-»for  tbey  had  ap» 
plied*  in  ^ain*  te  the  Irish  Parliament. 
That  Psrliafltent  was  se  constituted*  that 
it  alwaye  expressed  ksclf  against  tbe  Ca« 
tbstoe  cjaiois.  Ha*  and  others  who  wished 
tbe  qoestien  wtU,  cooaidered  the  Union 
aa  tbe  only  mode  by  wbicb  it  could  bo 
brougbi  10  a  aececasnil  lerminetioo.  He 
did  ooi  oseen  to  aay»  that  any  direct  pro* 
misct  wat  made  on  tbe  aabject;  but  cer« 
ininly  a  s^iesef  engagement  appeared 
lo  have  been  entered  into  et  tbe  period 
of  the  Union*  If  this  feeling  bed  not'been 
entertained  by  otbers*  he  might  bavo 
inaagioed*  that  what  was  said  to  bim  ow 
the  sohject*  bad  been  miaondersteod.  BoS 
having  taken  a  veiy  Active  pert*  to  iedooo 
othera  to  adopt  the  same  opinion  tbat  ho 
eaaeraained  on  the  subject  of  tbe  UniQ0«i« 
having  prevailed  on  tbe  Bonmn  Catholics 
of  tbe  great  okvand*  county  of  Cork  to 
express  tbemseJvce  in  frtfonr  of  that  mea« 
surer  by  uiing  the  same  statement  te  tbem^ 
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which  bad  been  made  to  him,  he  did 
conceive  thai  the  Catholici  woold  have  a 
right  to  complain,  if  their  cause  was  not 
carried,  sinc'e,  with  a  view  to  its  success, 
they  bad  conceded  the  Union.  They 
would,  he  contended,  have  a  strong  ground 
of  complaint,  if,-  having  supported  the 
Union,  for  the  purpose  of  recovering  their 
privileges,  those  rights  were  withheld  from 
them,  bv  the  prospect  of  which  they  had 
been  induced  to  act  as  they  had  done.  He 
did  not  ask  for  any  thing  specifically  for 
the  Galholics,  but  he  demanded  inquiry  ; 
and'  he  had  a  right  to  ask  it,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  engagement  which  was 
entered  into  with  them  at  the  time  of  the 
Union ;  and,  to  prove  that  they  conceived 
Mch  an  engagement  to  have  been  made, 
it  was  merely  necessary  for  them  to  advert 
to  their  feelings.  The  measure  of  the  Union 
could  not  have  been  carried  by  any  other 
mode :  it  was  carried  by  the  Soman  Ca- 
tholics«>not  by  bribery  or  corruption-* 
not  by  the  private  acu  of  any  individual, 
but  by  the  fair  and  nprisht  act  of  the 
Catholics  themselves.  ««  Give  us,''  said 
the  Government,  ''  your  assistance  to 
alter  the  constitution  of  Parliament,  and 
our  first  act,  under  the  new  system,  will 
be,  to  open  to  *yoa  a  fair  opportunity  for 
the  recovery  of  your  righu.*'  The  Union, 
therefore,  formed  a  strong  claim  on  their 
lordships.  But  there  was  another'  point 
irorthy  of  their  attention,  which  was  de- 
rived from  what  had  passed  recently  in 
that  House.  When  he  said  recently,  he 
alluded*  to  a  motion,  made  by  a  noble 
marquis  (Wellesley)  about  three  years 
since.  The  discussion  created  great  satis- 
faction at  the  time ;  the'  opinion  of  their 
lordships  on*  this  question  had  not  since 
been  expressed ;  and  he  t>elieved  nothing 
had  occurred  to  alter  the  feeling  of  their 
lordships'  minds  with  respect  to  it.  That 
motion,  he  need  scarcely  remind  the 
House,  was  tfll  but  carried  by  a  majority ; 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  noble  lords 
were  in  favour  of  it;  one  hundred  and 
twenty-six  were  opposed  to  it ;  amongst 
the  latter  was  a  reverend  prelate,  who  did 
not  feel  any  .unwillingness  to  the  principle 
of  considering  the  question,  but  who  did 
not  wish  the  House  to  pledge  itself  to  a 
consideration  then.  But  for  this  the  num- 
bers woold  have  been  equal ;  and,  there- 
fore, he  had  a  right  to  say,  that,  on  the 
very  last  occasion  when  the  question  was 
discussed  in  that  House,  it  was  carried  by 
•  very  thing  but  a  majority* 
.He  now  came  to  ihe  second  point— 
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namely,  the  claims  ofthe  Roman  Catholics. 
And  here  he  woold  state,  what  he  meant  to 
propose  in  their  behalf.  He  should  call 
for  their  complete  and  perfect  restoration 
to  every  privilege  that  was  now  withheld 
from  them.  He  would  fhc  th^m  precisely- 
in  the  same  situation  as  all  his  Majiesty'ia 
other  subjects  wer^  placed  in— saving 
what  related  to  the  ecclesiastical  govern- 
ment. In  every  respect  but  this;  if  their 
lordships' went  into  a  committee,  he  would 
propose  to  give  the  Catholici  a  perfect 
equality  with  (heir  fellow-subjects.  By 
the  Ati  of  17£^3,  the  Roman  Catholics 
gained  much.  That  Act,  which  was  said 
to  be  the  work  of'  the  then  Secretary  of 
State,  was  most  valuable.  Ireland  never 
before  received  such  a  parliamentary  boon 
— ^it  proceeded  on  the  best  a^d  wisest 
principles-^it  removed  many  ofthe  griev- 
ances  by  which  at  that  time  the  Roman 
Catholics  were  afflicted.  That  Act,  which 
gave  to  them  so  many  important  privi- 
leges, formed  a  title,  by  which  they  now 
claimed  all  those  rights  and  liberties  of 
which  they  wereT  at  present  deprived.' 
Had  their  lordshipi,  at  the  time  they 
granted  them  those  privileges  which  the 
Act  of  1793  conferred,  any  doubt  of  their 
fidelity  ^  Did  any  fear  aris6  In  their  minds, 
when  they  conceded  those  rights  ?  'What 
did  they  then  feel  ?  Did  they  not  believe-^ 
that  they  were  granting  those  privileges* 
to  loyal  and  well-afiected  iubjects-^to 
persons  whose  religion  contained  nothing 
that  was  incompatible  with  the  duties  of 
loyal  and  well-affecied  subjects  ?  They 
gave  the  Catholics,  at  that'period,  privi- 
leges, which  if  they  were,  in  fact,  subject 
to  that  influence  which  some  noble  lords 
feared,  ought  not  to  have  been  extended 
to  them.  The  oath  imposed  by  the  Act 
of  1793,  he  considered  a  sufficient  security. 
If  any  thing  were  omitted  in  the  formation 
of  that  oathj  the  deficiency  was  not  occa- 
sioned by  a  want  of  jealousy  in  the  learned 
gentlemen  who  drew  it  up*  He  gave  tha- 
noble  lord  opposite,  who  was  then  in  Ire- 
land, credit  iPor  having  had  nothing  to  do 
with  that  shameful  oath— that  disgraceful 
collection  of  shoclting  abominations— 
which  could  not  be  heard  without  horror 
and  detestation.  It  did  not  originate  with 
him.  '  It  was  the  rancorous  production  of 
some  old  mefi,  who  could  not  bte  controlled 
by  the  power  of  the  Irish  government. 
That  oatbwas  long  enough.  There  was 
nothing  that  a  man  could  do,  or  saj,  or 
think,  that  was  not  provided  for  in  it» 
Tbe^Rompn  Catiiplica  accepted  tfaatpatli 
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—for  iweniy-ona  yean  tbey  h»d  sworn  ii. 
There  was  nothing  thai  could  be  said 
against  that  unjostly  defamed  class  of  their 
fellow-subjects,  which  that  oath  had  not 
sufficiently  disavowed  for  twenty«one 
years.  That  oath  was  considered  a  suffi- 
cient security  when  the  elective  franchise 
was  granted  to  the  Catholics.  Under  that 
oath  they  got  more  than  was  erer  before 
given  by  any  govemment-to  an  excluded 
set  of  men.  The  Government  of  1793 
conceived  that  oath  a  perfect  security  for 
every  thing  they  could  give.  He  recoi« 
lected,  at  that  time,  many  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  wished  to  give  the 
Roman  Catholics  every  privilege  (except 
those  connected  with  the  ecclesiastical 
establishment)  under  the  sanction  of  that 
oath.  Amongst  those  persons  was  a  noble 
frijend  of  his,  then  in  the  frish  House  of 
Commons*  and  a  right  hon..  friend  (Mr. 
Grattan)  who  had  at  present  a  seat  in  the 
other  House.  He  was  so  perfectly  satis- 
fied .with  the  security  of  the  oath,  that, 
except  ecclesiastical  privileges^  he  was 
ready,  under  it,  to  grant  them  every  thing. 
He  (lord  D.)  was*  at  the  period  to  which 
he  alluded,  ready  to  concede  every  thing 
to  the  Catholics,  under  the  security  of  the 
oath — and  he  was  equally,  or  rather  be 
was  more  ready,  to  do  so  now,  because  he 
had  a  more  extended  experience  of  their 
conduct.  He  called  their  lordships  recol- 
lection back  to  this  Act  of  1793,  as  giving 
to  the  Catholics  not  only  all  those  privi- 
leges which  they  at  present  possessed, 
but  also  as  holding  out  to  them  the  best- 
founded  expectation  that  they  would  ulti- 
mately receive  what  was  withheld  from 
them— and  he  knew  of  no  good  reason 
against  now  fulfilling  that  expectation. 
Every  person  who  was  aware  of  the  im» 
poverished  state  of  Ireland,  before  the  re- 
peal of  many  of  those  obnoxious  Ijsws,  and 
contrasted  it  wiih  the  flourishid'g  state  of 
things  which  had  arisen,  in  proportion  as 
they  were  removed,  would  at  once  per- 
ceive the  wisdom  and  policy  of  repealing 
those  that  remained.  Any  person  who 
marked  the  energy  which,  for  the  last 
twenty  years,  bad  distinguished  his  coun- 
trymen—-who  then  began  to  feel  the  spirit 
of  freemen,  and  to  walk  erect— would  per- 
ceive the  propriety  of  granting  them  their 
rights—of  making  them  more  respectable 
members  of  the  community—- of  restoring 
to  the  empire  their,  full  and  undivided 
stren^^th-' their  best  and  most  valuable 
energies— and,  by  one  act  of  generosity 
and  of  justice,  making  them,  as  it  were, 
(VOL.  XXXI.)  '         ,        ' 
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new  men.  The  Roman  Catholics  had  a 
right,  from  the  gradual  repeal  of  thoso 
laws,  to  expect  that  the  time  was  come 
when  those  which  remained  should  be 
erased  from  the  Statute  Book.  He  wanted 
to  know  why  a  man,  who  was  intrusted 
with  the  execution  of  the  laws,  as  a 
magistrate,  should  be  excluded  from  the 
situation  of  a  judge  ?  He  knew  of  no  prin« 
ciple  of  the  Constitution  by  which  the  one 
privilege  might  be  enjoyed  by  a  person 
who  was  incapacitated  to  exercise  the 
other.  On  this  point  he  had  nothing  fur-* 
ther  to  say.  If  their  lordships  went  into 
a  committee,  he  should  there  propose  to 
restore  to  the  Catholics  every  thing  (with, 
the  exception  he  ha<)  before  stated],  under 
the  present  oath.  He  could  not  conceive 
why  the  line  of  1793  was  never  to  be  over-< 
stepped.  Those  who  had  been  trusted  so 
far,  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  considered 
as  completely  trustworthy. 

He  now  came  to  the  third  head-^he 
additional  securities  which  were  de- 
manded. As  he  conceived  that  no  addi- 
tional securities  were  necessary, .  he  need 
scarcely  inform  their  lordships,  that  the 
clauses  added  to  the  Bill  of  1813  appeared 
to  him  objectionable — and  he  staled  hia 
objections  to  those  who  were  concerned 
in  framing  them.  He  declared  his  opinion 
to  be,' that  sucl\an  arrangement  would  not 
be  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  Ireland. 
He  even  went  farther,  and  stated,  that  it 
could  not,  and,  in  his  opinion,  it  ought  not 
to  be  satisfactory.  One  of  the  bugbeara 
against  which  those  clauses  were  directed^ 
was  the  influence  of  the  Pope.  But  could, 
any  man  really  believe  that  the  Pope  had 
it  in  his  power  to  do  mischief  in  tha 
United  Kingdom  ?  There  was  not  any 
point  of  communication  with  him,  uot 
ever  bad  been,  from-  which  danger  could 
fairly  be  apprehended.  I^id  not  their 
lordships  koow  very  well,  that  there  wa^ 
scarcely  any  communicatiop. whatever  be- 
tween the  Catholic  Church  of  Ireland,  and 
the  See  of  Rome  ?  The  only  communica- 
tion was  for  the  purpose  of  investing 
Bishops  ;  and,  previous  to  that  ceremony, 
the  individual  was  able  to  perform  every 
duty,  except  that  of  consecrating  other 
bishops.  He  could  not  perceive  on  what 
just  principles  those  clauses  were  intro- 
duced. If'the  fears  which  they  indicated 
were  well  founded,  instead  of  extending 
the  privileges  of  the  Catholics,  the  Legis- 
lature ought  to  take  back  what  they  had 
before  granted.  But  it  was  impossible 
that  so  idle  a  thought  could  enter  the  head 
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6f  a  fdbier  ttimn,  as  that  a  shadow  of  danger 
from  ibe  iA€uence  of  the  Pope  had  existed 
during  the  last  twenty  years.  Then  came 
the  dread  lest  the  Protestant  Church  and 
the  Protestant  succession  should  be  de- 
stroyed. Who  wese  in  array  against  them  ? 
Perhaps  it  would  be  answered,  the  CathoJ 
lie  bishop^,  and  the  Catholic  pope.  But, 
during  a  loYig  war,  could  a  single  instance 
be  adduced  in  which  a  Catholic  biAop 
bad  misconducted  himself?  Were  they 
not,  on  the  Contrary,  always  endeavouring 
to  discharge  their  sacred  functions  to  the 
beftt  of  their  ability  ?  He  objected  to  such 
A  principle  of  proceeding,  because  it  was 
i^ontmry  to  justice.  When  those  addt« 
tional  securities  were  called  for,  it  was 
Almost  saying,-^''  We  will  ffive  the 
l^ity  nothing,  unless  the  clergy  nil!  down 
before  us;  we  will  decade  the  Church, 
for  the  purpose  of  givmg  liberty  to  the 
people/'  With  respect  to  the  wish  enter- 
taii\ed  by  some,  for  supportfncp  the  Catholic 
Clek*gy  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  he 
should  merely  obserre,  that  they  desired 
to  remain  as  they  were.  They  Granted 
nothing  from  the  Crown — and  they  did 
not  conceive  that  the  Crown  had  a  right 
to  extort  any  thing  from  them.  On  the 
whole,  he  decidedly  disapproved  of  those 
additional  securities,  because  they  tended 
to  throw  unfounded  imputations  upon  a 
most  worthy  and  respectable  set  of  people. 
He  knew  them  well— ^he  had  lived  amongst 
them  in  quiet  and  in  turbulent  times-^and 
this  he  would  say,  that,  as  a  magistrate,  he 
bad  derived  more  effectual  assistance  from 
the  Catholic  clergy,  than  from  any  other 
class  of  men  whatever.  He,  therefore, 
never  could  assent  to  any  thing  that  ap- 
peared to  cast  a  slur  npon  them. 

He  now  came  to  the  la&t  division  of  his 
Subject.  And  he  conceived  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  House,  without  reference  to 
any  thing  that  took  place  out  of  doors,  to 
inquire  and  to  legislate,  as,  in  their  wii« 
dom,  they  might  think  fit.  He,  as  much 
as  any  other  man,  objected  to  any  thing 
that  looked  like  dictation.  He  might  here 
observe,  that  those  person^  who  took  the 
lead  in  the  affairs  of  the  Catholic  body 
were  men  perfectly  conversant  with  the 
laws  of  their  country — extremely  eloquent 
»-and  possessing  mental  powers!  of  the 
most  estimable  kind.  The  assistance  of 
those  individuals  would,  in  his  opinion,  be 
extremely  useful  in  framing  a  measure 
which  was  so  nearly  connected  with  their 
best  interests.  He  stated  this  now,  be- 
cause he  always  entertained  that  opinion ; 
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and  fie  trd«M»  that,  ill  htiy  ^otolftanicft* 
tiota  htS  ever  bad  with  the  Ostholk:  body, 
be  had  showti  himself  a  decided  enemy  to 
dictation,  it  hid  been  saM^  thM  ttre  great 
object  of  those  persons  was  to  inflame  the 
CathoHcmind.  But  was  nothing  done,  oa 
the  other  iride,  to  create  inflammation  f 
Had  the  Government  press  done  nothing 
to  oHend  the  Catlioiic  population  of  Ire* 
land  ?  Had  not  the  public  ttaoney  been 
paid  for  the  publication  of  libels  against 
the  Roman  Catholics  ?  Let  any  person 
read  the  Dublin  papers  in  the  pay  of 
Qoverament,  and  he  wonld  see  the  troth 
of  this  statements  When  he  spoke  of  the 
Government  papers,  he  thought  it  right 
to  observe,  that  he  ctoteriained  a  high 
respect  for  settle  of  the  persons  by  wbmn 
they  vrere  condttcted*  But  the  publication 
of  those  Kbels  on  the  Roman  Catholics  was 
not  their  acu-«lt  was  the  ad  of  the  Go- 
vernment Itself.  Persons  who  Were  In  the 
habit  of  receiving  a  stipend  from  Govern- 
ment, Would  not,  of  course,  be  very  ready 
to  put  into  their  leading  articles  any 
natter  th^t  would  not  please  those  by 
whbm  they  were  employed;  therefore, 
though  it  was  true  that  great  irritsAion 
prevailed  oh  tliis  subject,  it  was  no  less  une 
that  that  irritatieo  existed  on  both  sides.  By 
granting  the  clslhns  of  the  Catholics,  how- 
ever, by  removing  the  cause  of  complaint, 
all  the  irritation  which  created  so  much 
bad  feefHug  in  the  comitry,  would  at  once 
be  done  away  •  He  had  always  been  yery 
earnest  'on  this  qaeation-^but  he  had  no 
personal  interest  whatever,  coimecCed  with 
the  concessions.  As  an  individual,  he 
should  not  be  served  in  any  maimer  by  the 
emancipatiob  of  the  Catholics.  He  still, 
however,  persevered,  because  he  loved 
the  Catholics,  and  had  'been  connected 
wiAi  thdt  cause  from  the  commence- 
ment of  his  parliamentary  life.  He 
persevered,  because  the  conceaston  of 
the  Catholic  claims  would  make  Ire- 
land strong-^he  meant  strong  for  the 
support  tf  niis  country.  However  warmly 
he  might  have  spoken,  at  any  time,  in 
bringinft  (his  subject  forward,  he  thanked 
God  he  i>ore  enmity  to  no  man;  and  if  he 
had,  either  in  that  House  or  elsewhere, 
thrown  oot  any  thing  that  might  bare 
given  oflence,  he  could  now  truly  and 
conscientiously  declare,  that  it  was  not 
the  result Of'premeditation.  [Hear, bear!] 
His  lordiftijp  then,  in  a  very  energetic 
strain,  enforced  the  propriety  of  Hn  imme- 
diate consideration  of  this  knportant  sub- 
ject by  the  Legislature,  and  concluded  by 
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noTiagt  "  That  (hit  Hoom  will  l»kt  intp 
iuimiiedi«t«  cpQiideraiioii»  ia«  commitlec 
9fUi«wholf  HonKb  tb«  prMfnitime  of 
kit  Mu«iij*t  Bonan  Calbolic  tahj«cU  <tf 
Grf at  Brilaia  and  Ir«laii4»  with  rf feiaiif?^ 
lo  iha  law*  by  which  ibf  y  liill  contiava 
lo  bt  agsf  i^ired/' 

TbalSarl  of  Bacttwi«M>m  taiii,  ha 
•hoold  noi  faal  it  neoaawry  to  IratpaM 
long  op^  thair  lordahipa  attaotioa  oo  (ha 
preaoDt  occaaioii.  Tha  qaaatioa  bafora 
tham  had  always  rasoWad  itialf»  in  hit 
miod^  ioio  two  poiot^  wbatbof  tha  Le|ia« 
latare  aboold  go ,  the  laagth  of  grantiqg 
complata  amancipatioa  to  tha  Catholipa, 
or  whathar  it  tbould  abida  by  tha  law  aa 
BOW  axitting.  Ha  waa  perfectly  ready  to 
concur  with  tha  noble  lord  in  opinion, 
that  the  Act  of  1703  waa  where  a  stand 
ought  to  be  made:  baca«ia>  by  that  Act 
OTary  thing  waa  gitan  to  the  Catholics 
which  they  conid  enjoy  under  a  Protestant 
govenMnant;  efery  tbing«  indafd,  that 
was  essential  to  their  prosperity ;  and,  be- 
cause  the  Catholics  could  enjoy  all  the 
privileges  which  we  could  give  thev, 
without  danger  to  the  constitution  in 
Church  or  State.  The  noble  lord  had 
said  a  great  deal  about  the  oath  prescribed 
by  that  Act,  which  he  described  as  full  of 
abominations, and  therefore  paid  bin  (lord 
Buckinghamshire)  the  compliment  of  sup- 
posing it  to  have  been  enacted  against  his 
consent;  but  ha  must  beg  leave  most  dis- 
tinctly to  disclaim  the  compliment.  The 
oath  was  framed  upon  a  declaration  made 
by  the  Catholics  thantseives,  and  they 
proposed  to  giro  that  security,  provided 
thay  were  parmitted  to  anjov  the  privi- 
leges they  claimed.  It  should  be  ramem- 
h^rad  also»  that  what  they  then  claimed 
was  mnch  less  than  what  they  obtained. 
But  there  waa  another  oath,  the  Oath  of 
Supremaisy,  which  it  was  necessary  the 
Catholics  should  take  before  they  could 
aafoly  be  admitted  into  the  enjoyment  of 
all  those  privileges  for  which  the  noble 
lord  soslpo^gly  contended :  foreign^suprov 
inacy,  howavar,  was  an  immutable  prin- 
ciple of  the  Catholic  religion,  and  hence 
tha  ncfassituof  impMosing  that  oath.  With 
lespect  to  tha  sacnritiaa,  if  what  the  Ca- 
thcrfiea  aaked  could  be  granted,  thera 
voajd  ba  no  Nse  for  those  sccorities.  The 
idea  nf  aacucitiasy  cpnnacted  with  such 
privileges  as  were  demanded  by  the  Ca^ 
4holiai|,  ahaaya  appaarad  to  him  as  gieat 
an  incpniisi^ncy  as  strengthening  tha 
waUa  of  a  house  in  order  to  secora  it 
i^SaiM  ayplosion  from  a  miia*    Ha  did 
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not  think  that  any  sacnrltiea  would  laisa% 
tha  danger,  and  especially  when  he  riH 
mambared  the  santimenu  axpramed  by 
the  Catholic  bishops  of  Ireland^  upon  tha 
provisions  of  the  KU  that  waa  brought  ij| 
durins  the  seauon  of  ]918»  The  union 
had  also  been  alluded  to  by  the  noble  lordy 
bm  certainly  ba  nefar  considered  that 
le^sislative  measure  as  one  that  pledged 
this  country  to  a  concamion  of  all  Uiat  tbif 
Catholica  now  claimed ;  if  ba  had,  ba 
should  ha?e  Qppi^sed  i\$  as  strongly  as  hf 
had  siipported  it.  The  only  pledge  which 
it  contained  was  one  of  conciliation*  and 
ha  w^uld  pnt  it  to  tha  candour  of  tha 
noble  lord,  whether  that  pledge  had  not 
been  amply  redeemed.  Vpon  the  whole, 
he  saw  no  sufficient  ground  for  going  in^q 
a  committee  at  the  present  moment,  and 
therefore  he  felt  himself  compelled  to  opr 
pose  the  motion.  .     , 

Lord  Dc  Dumtancitte  conceived^.  |baf 
going  into  a  comniiitee  would  be  ilTusivf 
and  niigatory,  and  tending  to  ezpite  hopaa 
in  the  minds  of  the  Catholics  which  it  vaf 
not  poasible  aftarwards  to  fulfil.  It  woald 
be  a  tacit  promise  which  the  House  woulq 
not  eventually  perform. 

Lord  GranUU  said,  that  his  opinioni 
upon  the  subject  of  the  Catholic  clainM 
were  too  well  known,  and  had  been  toq 
often  delivered  before  their  lordships,  t^ 
render  it  necessary  for  him  to  travea  Qvaj; 
the  same  ground  on  the  present  occasipn? 
In  the  Httle  that  he  should  now  sayt 
therefore,  in  support  of  the  vote  be  ior 
tended  to  give*  he  should  confine  biinself 
strictly  to  whatever  might  be  considereq 
as  new  matter  in  the  actual  circumsti^icea 
of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  or  in  the  pre^ 
sent  times.  His  noble  friend  had  dis** 
tincdy  disclaimed  any  connexion  between 
his  motion  and  cer^m  Resolutions  vbicU 
they  had  heard  of  in  another  place ;  an4 
he  (lord  6.)  begged  leave  as  distinc^ly^, 
and  as  positively,  to  disclaim  any  similar 
connexicfi  with  respect  to  his  vote  that 
night.  As  long  as  ne  bad  the  honour  of 
holding  a  saat  in  tha  British  Parliament^ 
ha  should  consider  it  his  first  and  para^ 
mount  duty  to  resist  with  firmness,  qay, 
with  indignation,  any  attempt  to  dictate 
to  the  wisdom  and  discretion  of  tha  lAi^ 
gislatura.  Besidas,  those  Resolutions  went 
to  an  extent  firom  which  his  mind  turned 
with  abhorrence,  that  of  shaking  tha  Pro? 
tastant  establishments,  of  this  country  to 
thair  foundation ;  and  had  they  come  be^ 
fore  their  lordships  in  the  shape,  either  ai 
ir^MinUfiW I  9^  H  digested  into  a  biU|  n^ 
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consideration  upon  earth  should  have  in- 
duced  him   to    give  them    his    support. 
[Hear,  hear!]     In  voting,   however,  for 
the  committee    proposed   by  his    noble 
friend,  his  object  would  be,  what  it  always 
bad  been,  to  give  the  subject  that  grave 
and  mature  deliberation,   which  he  had 
long  thought  it  necessary   to  give,  and 
whioh  every  year  had  rendered  more  im* 
perioosly  so.     With  respect  to  the  law  of 
1793,  upon  which  his  noble  friend  bad 
said,  he  meant  to  make  his  stand,  he  had 
always  been  of  opinion  that  that  law  had 
been  framed  in  a  spirit  of  liberal  concilia- 
tion, aiid  with  a  determined  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  extend  to  every 
class  of  the  subjects  of  these  realms,  a 
certain  portion  of  civil  freedom.    No  one 
took  a  more  active  part,  in  that  measure 
than  the  individual  who  had  now  the  ho- 
•  Hour  of  addressing  their  lordships;   and 
therefore  he  could  not  be  suspected  of  a 
wish  to  depreciate  its  value  or  character, 
when  he  said  that  it  rested  upon  a  prin* 
ciple  perfectly  anomiilous.    It  rested  on 
the  avowed  desire  to  ffive  to  the  Roman 
Catholics  all  that .  could  be  given  them, 
consistently  with  the  state  of  the  times; 
and  when  he  recollected  all  the  diQcoIties 
of  that  situation,  he  had  never  seen  any 
reason  to  feel  other  than  unmingled  satis* 
faction  at  the  part  he  bore  in  the  success 
of  the  measure.     But  he  did   not  then 
think,  nor  bad  he  ever  since  thoueht,  that 
t^e  subject  was  closed,  or  that  it  rested 
upon  any  general  principles  which  would 
preclude  any  further  consideration  of  it. 
jEven  if  be  had  so  thought  at  that  time, 
bis  opinion   would  necessarily  have   re- 
ferred to  Ireland  as  an  independent  and 
separate  country,  and  not  to  Ireland  as 
she  now  happily  was,  forming  an  integral 
part  of  the  empire.     On  those  grounds, 
therefore,  be  conceived  that  the  measure 
of  I793'wa8  one  which  could  not,  by  any 
possibility,  rest  in  its  present  situation.    It 
lad  a  necessary  tendency  to  force  itself 
upon  the  attention  of  the  Legislature,  and 
it  must  infallibly  produce  disseption  and 
discontent,  until  Parliament  consented  to 
go  into  a  committee  and  inquired  into  all 
the  subjects  connected  with  that  vast  and 
important  question  of  Catholic  concession, 
not  shortly  and  unsatisfactorily,  by  sweep- 
ing resolutions,  but  gravely  and  solemnly, 
as  became  the  infinite  importance  of  the 
measure.    The  longer  that  inquiry  was 
retarded,'  the  more  arduous,'  the  more 
doubtful,  and  the  more  difficult  it  would 
become.    The  question  of  secaritiesi  upon 
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which  something  had  been  said,  would 
more  properly  come  under  discussion  in 
that  committee,  and  therefore  he  would 
not  anticipate  it  now.     He,  for  one,  would 
carry  his  mind  into  that  committee  un- 
prejudiced by  any  thing  that  had  passed,  and 
would  endeavour  to  view  the  matter  as,  m 
his  opinion,  it  must  be  vtewed,  not  through 
the  medium  of  any  fixed  or  general  prin- 
ciples, but  in  reference  to  the  varying  dis* 
positions  and  tempers  of  the  people  of 
England  and  Ireland.    He  earnestly  en- 
treated their  lordships  to  lay  entirely  out 
of  their  minds  all  recollectioo  of  whatever 
had  been  improperly  said  or  improperly 
done,  by  the  Catholics  themselves  or  their 
advisers.    The  measure,  if  successful,  was 
to  be  adopted,  not  to  gratify  this  or  that 
indif  idoai,  or  any  particular  class  of  peo- 
ple, but  to  determine  whether  it  could 
make  more  contented,   more  free,    and 
therefore  more  happy  because  more  ffee, 
a  great  body  of  our  fellow<k:itizens ;   they 
were  to  consider  whether  they  could  safely 
give  that  portion  of  civil  freedom  to  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland,  which  hitherto  it  bad 
been  thought  they  could  not;  whether  it 
was  not  the  indispensable  duty  of  the  Le- 
gislature not  to  rest  upon  general  prin- 
ciples, upon  dates,  and  epochs,  but  to  ac- 
company the  progress  of  light,  of  educa- 
tion, and  of  civilisation  in  that  country, 
deriving   from    them   improved   and  in- 
creased means  of  diffusing  happiness,  and 
by  extending  happiness,  securingin  return 
attachment  and  fidelity  to  the  welfare  of 
the  State.    Those  were  the  gre»nnds  tipoa 
which  the^ measure  was  to  be  deliberated, 
and  therefore,  even  though  he  were  con- 
vinced that  a  few  angry  individuals  spoke 
the  sense  of  the  whole  nation,  and  even  if 
he  believed  that  four  or  five  millions  of 
Catholics  could  be  so  unreasonable  as  to 
reject  a  boon   and  a  benefit  from   the 
hands  of  the  Legislature,    because    not 
offered*  in  the  terms  and  in  the  mannei' 
they  wished,  he  should  still  bid  their  lord- 
ships do  what  was  right,  consult  the  plaia 
path  of  their  duty,  and  provide  for  tho 
happiness  of  the  people.   It  was  upon  that 
view  of  the  subject,  and  upon  those  |>rin*' 
ciples  that  he  had  always  supported'  the 
measure ;    and  on  the  same  principles,' 
and  from  the  same  view  of  what  ougnt  to 
be  done,  he  should  now  vote  forihe  mo- 
tion of  his  noble  friend. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  his  opi- 
nion upon  this  question  ■  was  already 
known,  and  he  assured  their  lordships 
that  that  opinieii  had  not  uadergone  any 
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change  whftteTer  ;  but  he  did  not  think 
It  necessary  on  this  occasion  to  enter  into 
the  merits  i>f  that  question.  He  opposed 
the  motion  before  the  House,  because  he 
did  not  cooteiTO  that  the  House  could  at 
present  resoWe  Into  the  proposed  com- 
mittee with  any  view  to  a  satisfactory 
result;  but  he  had  another  objectfon  to 
this  motion,  namely,  that  this  was  not  a 
anbject  upon  which  any  inquiry  could  be 
deemed  necessary.  For  thu  was  not  a 
queitioD  invoU ing  any  uncertainty  as  to 
nets  upon  which  inTestigation  was  re* 
quired.  The  House  was  already  aware 
bf '  all  the  advantages  and  all  the  mconve- 
niencies  belonging  to  the  present  system  ; 
for  that  system  had  been  too  frequently 
discussed  to  allow  any  ignorahce  or  doubt 
to  remain  upon  that  subject.  Whether, 
then,  it  wu  right  or  wrong  to  make  the 
'concessions  required  by  the  Catholics,  the 
House  was  quite  ripe  to  determine  without 
any  farther  inquiry.  That  the  concessions 
required  would  inrolre  a  considerable 
alteration  in  the  constitution  of  the  coon* 
try,  could  not  be*  disputed,  and  he  depre- 
cated the  idea  of  proposing  that  alteration 
^— of  sounding  the  alarm  which  such  a 
proposition  most  produce,  without  any 
atatement  of  the  remedy  meant  to  be  ap- 
plied. He  agreed  with  the  noble  mover, 
that  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  excite 
any  expectation  which  it  was  not  intended 
to  gratify.*  With  regard  to  what  had 
passed  in  Ireland  upon  this  subject,  he 
could  not  pretend  to  be  as  accurately  in- 
formed as  the  noble  mover ;  for  he  was 
not  a  member  of  the  government  at  the 
period  referred  to  by  the  noble  lord.  But 
their  lordships  had  the  record  of  what 
passed  in  another  place  upon  the  discus- 
sion of  the  Union,  and  upon  reference  to 
that  record  it  would  be  seen,  that  accord- 
ing to  the  opinion  of  the  individual  who 
took  a  lead  in  that  discussion,  the  Catholic 

Suestioo  would  be  ltd  open  for  the  consi- 
oration  of -Parliament,  namely,  that  if 
the  Union  were  adoptied.  Parliament  would 
find  it  safer  to  concede  to  the  wishes  of 
the  CathoKcs,  if  it  should  think  that  con- 
cession expedient,  or  to  resist  such  con- 
,  cession  if  it  thought  contrary.    It  would 
'Indeed  be  recollected,  that  that  point  was 
pecoliarly    laboured    bv  the    individual 
alluded  tOb    From  the  diiM:nssion  referred 
to,  then,  it  codld  not  be  inferred,  that  any 
pledge  or  promise  was  held  out  to  the 
Catholics  by  the  proceedings  of  Parlia- 
«ienV.^>^BQt  without  adverting  further  to 
^ok  proceedings,  he  felt  it  his  doty  to 


withstand  the  present  motioui  because  he 
was  unwilling  to  hold  out  any  expecta* 
tioo  to  the  Catholic  body  which  wais  likely 
to  be  disappointed  ;'  and  he  was  the  more 
disposed  to  resist  this  motion,  from  the  in- 
de6nite  form  in  which  it  was  presented  to 
the  House.  He  should,  therefore,  prefer 
the  proposition  of  some  specific  measure, 
as  in  the  year  179S,  in  order  that  the 
question  might  be  brought  before  the 
House  in  a  distinct,  intelligible  shape. 
On  this  ground,  then,  he  should  frankly 
say,  that  if  he  were  even  friendly  to  the 
Catholic  cause,  he  should  object  to  the 
eourse  of  proceeding  proposed  by  the 
nobl^  mover;  for  he  should  desire  to  have 
at  once  laid  before  their  lordships  a  pre- 
cise statement  of  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  evil  alleged  to  exist,  as  well  as  of  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  remedy  which  it 
was  proposed  to  substitute.  Although  he 
bad  stated  thus  much,  the  noble  lord  saiid; 
that  it  was  not  his  intention  at  present  to 
enter  at  large  into  the  merits  of  this  great 
question,  but  should  reserve  his  observa- 
tions for  a  future  and  more  convenient 
opportunity.  He  was,  however,  on  thi^ 
occasion  free  to  say  tbit,  as  the  noble 
mover  admitted,  that  the  Crown  was  essen- 
tially Protestant,  and  connected  with  a 
Protestant  ecclesiastical  establishment,  so 
in  his  (lord  Liverpool's)  opinion,  sh6old 
the  members  of  the  Government  and  of 
the  Parliament  be  Protestant  also.  For 
the  question  was,  whether  a  Protestant 
dynasty,  tfnd  a  Protestant  ecclesiastical 
establishment  should  be  supported  by  a 
Protestant  Parliament|  and  a  Protestant 
Administration.  This  appeared  to  him 
substantially  the  qoestiQn  which  their 
lordships  were  called  upon'to  consid^er. 
Upon  this  point,  he,  for  one,  had  seen  no 
ground  to  alter  the  decision  which'  be  had 
already  stated  to  fheir  lordships  r  but  it 
would  be  for  the  House  to  consider  in  this 
casCy  whether  under  a  government  which 
was  not  arbitrary,  which,  on  the  contrary, 
was  limited  by  law,  it  would  be  wise  to 
entrust  the,  maintenance  of  that  govern- 
ment which  was  essentially  Protestant,  to 
any  other  than  Protestant  councils ;  whe- 
ther it  would  be  safe  to  commit  that  go-i 
vernment  to  the  administration  of  Catho- 
lics. '  This  was,  indeed,  the  great  question 
which  he  would  not  then  argue  in  detail ; 
but  he  felt  it  to  be  the  real  question  for 
the  consideration  of  Parliament.  He  was 
aware  that  many  individuals,  for  whom  be 
entertained  the  utmost'  respect,  were  of 
opinion  (hat  the  Catlbolics  might  be  con- 
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cUifttedt  while  all  ground  of  aUrm  would 
be  remoTed  from  the  miDd  of  the  Pro^ 
teetentt  through  the  etublithneat  of  cer« 
taiD  securities.  But  for  himself,  he  w«s 
Qoable  to  comprehend  bow  iha  securities 
proposed  could  serve  to   execute  their 

{urposes.  On  the  cootrarr,  accordiug  to 
is  judgment  it  appearea  impossible  to 
produce  any  such  securities  as  should  at 
once  satisfy  the  Protestant  and  conciliate 
the  Catholi^MQch  as  should  remove  the 
jealousy  of  the  one,  and  be  agreeable  to 
the  feelings  of  the  other-*such«  in  a  word, 
as  should  form  the  basis  of  a  legislative 
arrangement  satisfactory  to  all  parties: 
and  his  view  of  the  subject  was  justified 
by  the  proceedings  of  the  Catholics  of 
Ireland,  who  had  loudly  and  universally 
ezpresMd  their  disapprobation  of  the  plan 
of  securities  which  had  on  a  late  occasion 
been  submitted  to  that  House.  What 
alteration,  and  whether  any  would  take 
place  in  the  state  of  the  Catholic  church, 
and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Catholic  people 
in  Ireland,  which  might  render  it  safe  for 
the  Legislature  to  concede  to  the  preten- 
sions of  the  Catholic  body,  he  could  not 
pretend  to  say;  but  at  present  he  was 
decidedly  of  opinion,  that  no  such  con« 
cession  was  proposed,  as  it  would  be  pru- 
dent in  the  Legislature  to  grant  with  any 
probability  of  meeting  a  graceful  recep- 
tion from  the  Catholics.  Under  these 
considerations  he  was  adverse  to  the  pro- 
posed concessions.  But  whatever  his  opi- 
nion might  be  as  to  the  policy  of  these 
concessions,  he  saw  no  advantage  that 
could  result  from  the  proposed  inquiry, 
and  therefore  he  should  give  it  his  decided 
negative. 

Viscount  AfelvUk  thought  that  the  adop- 
tion of  this  motion  was  not  calculated  to 
satisfy  the  Catholic  body,  and  therefore  be 
should  vote  against  it,  although  he  by  no 
means  concurred  with  those  who  resisted 
the  proposed  concession,  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  endanger  the  security  of 
the  Church  establishment,  for  the  security 
of  which  he  was  as  ansioos  as  any  one  who 
heard  him.  Therefore,  although  he  should 
resist  the  proposed  inquiry,  as  unlikely  to 
lead  to  any  satisfactory  result,  he  hoped 
that  some  legislative  measore  would  be 
devised  for  the  conciliation  of  the  Catholics 
^thont  alarming  the  Protesiants.  But 
from  the  late  period  of  the  seesmo»  and 
from  what  had  pamed  elsewhere,  ho  could 
Mt  expect  that  any  practical  benefit 
irould  be  derived  from  resolving  into  a 
committto  of  iwpirj  upon  Uui  iwjfct  at 
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presen|»  with  a  view  to  any  satisfactory 
conclosioo  within  this  session.  Being* 
however,  friendly  to  the  Catholics*  a&  b« 
had  manifested  by  his  vote  upon  a  former 
occasion,  he  hoped  that  some  legislative 
measure  would  b«  brought  forward  at  an 
early  period  of  the  next  session*  such  aa 
could  be  acceded  to  consistently  with 
sound  policy  and  justice  to  all  parties ;  it 
should  have  his  cordial  support,  for  he  waa 
satisfied  that  things  could  not  fairly  remaia 
as  they  were* 

The  Puke  of  Smux  declared  his  inten- 
tion to  vote  for  the  m6tion,  upon  the 
grounds  already  so  ably  sUted  by  the 
noble  mover  and  others,  who  supported 
his  view  of  the  subject. 

Lord  Mnlgravi  spoke  strongly  in  favour 
of  ibe  motion,  and  deprecated  the  idea  of 
abstaining  to  do  justice  to  the  Catholic 
body,  because  some  unreasonable  persons 
were  not  likely  to  be  satisfied.  It  was,  in 
his  opinion,  the  duty  and  the  policy  of  the 
Legislature  to  separate  the  reasonable  from 
the  unreasonable  part  of  the  Catholics,  and 
to  render  justice  to  the  former,  without 
any  regard  to  the  complaints  or  capricee 
of  the  latter;  but  to  rerose  inquiry,  and  to 
hold  out  no  expectation,  was  not  the  way 
to  afford  due  satisfaction  to  any  party. 
He  dissented  entirely  from  the  proposition 
of  his  noble  friend  (the  earl  of  Liverpool), 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  secure  a 
Protestant  government  and  a  Protestant 
church;  if  Catholics  were  admitted  into 
Parliament,  or  rendered  eligible  to  certain 
civil  appointments.  So  much. as  to  the 
merits  of  the  general  question ;  and  as  to 
the  motion  before  the  House,  he  should  vote 
for  it,  with  a  view  to  hold  out  an  expect- 
ation to  the  Catholic  body,  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  House  to  remove  their  just 
complaints,  for  he  was  persuaded  that 
things  conM  not  remain  in  their  present 
state. 

The  Earl  of  Hammhy  agreed  with  hit 
noble  friend  who  spoke  last,  that  things 
could  not  remain  in  their  present  states 
and  should  be  ready  to  subscribe  to  his 
arguments  in  favour  of  the  motion*  if  they 
were  brought  forward  in  February  nax^ 
instead  of  the  present  advanced  period  of 
the  session ;  but  yet,  on  the  grounds  stated 
by  bis  noble  friend  (viscount  Melville),  he 
could  not  help  declaring,  that  if  be  were  a 
Catholic  he  i&iould  consider  the  adoption 
of  the  present  motion  as  a  asore  mockery. 

Lord  Bamgitm  said,  it  would  be  imposp 
sibia  for  him  to  give  has  negative  lo  the 
prewn  piop9titm  i  but  be  bmit  k^m 
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the  tone  Mid  Imper  of  iKe  H<mM  at  Hie 
prftfeot  moiiifliit,  tliAt  ft  would  be  impos- 
kiblo  to  bring  ibe  <)iie«tioii  to  a  favo«r*Me 
iwoe,  in  bebalf  of  ibote  for  wbom  it  w«b 
brooght  forward.         ' 

The  Earl  of  Dmoughmavt  expreued  hit 
dbposttioD  to  coofbrm  to  the  wishes  of  the 
noble  lorda  oppotite,  and  therefore  pro* 
posed  as  an  aaiefidaient-«*Tbat  the  House 
shonld  resoWe  into  a  committee  upon  the 
question  at  an  early  period  of  the  next 
session. 

Lord  Grmff&k  suggested  that  this 
amendment  might  be  adopted,  by  consent, 
among  those  who  were  friendly  to  the 
principle  of  the  motion. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  declared  his  in* 
tention  to  oppose  the  principle  of  the 
motion. 

Viscount  MehiHc  expressed  his  appro- 
batton  of  the  amendment 

The  Earl  of  Wtstmorehmd  declined  at 
present  to  pledge  himself  Mpon  the  subject, 
although  he  would  probably  support  a 
teasonable  concession  to  the  Catholics,  if 
brought  before  the  House  in  the  course  of 
the  next  session. 

Lord  Redadak  concurred  in  the  opinion 
of  the  earl  of  Literpool,  observing,  that 
the  system  of  sectitities  proposed  on  a  late 
occasion,  appeared  to  him  rather  to  increane 
than  to  diminish  the  danger  of  complying 
with  the  wish  of  the  Catholic  body.  He 
approved  of  the  concessions  made  to  the 
Catholics  of  Ireland  in  1793,  but  he 
thought  any  farther  concession  would  be 
extremely  inexpedient,  at  least  until  a 
material  change  took  place  in  the  character 
of  that  body. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  supported  the 
motion,  on  the  ground  that  by  the  motion 
lie  was  not  pledged  to  any  general  prin* 
ciple,  but  merely  to  an  inquiry,  for  which 
fae  thooffht  the  present  moment  inauspi- 
cious, in  the  next  session  the  situaiion  of 
Europe  might  enable  them  to  decide 
without  danger  on.  the  claims  of  the  Ca- 
tholics. 

The  Motion  was  then  put  in  the  amended 
form,  and  the  House  divided : — 

Non-contents,  42;    Proxies,  44-^86 

Contents, 29;    Proxies,  31—60 

Majority  against  the  Motion  — 26 

IaU  of  the  Minori^* 

PBESENT. 

Dukes.  Marquisses. 

Sussex  Buckingham 

Norfolk  Lansdowne 

Somerset  Wellesley 


Doog^ 

EAats. 


Hanowhy 

Viscovim* 
Torrinstou 
Melville 

Loaos. 
St  John 
Grenville 
Braybroke 
Lyndoch 
Boringdon 
Calthorpo 

BiSBOV. 

Norwifli 

PXOXISS. 

KelUe 

Londondeny 
Granard 
Ormond 

Viscounts. 
Anson. 
Clifden. 

Ixm^s. 
Ponsonfcy. 
Crewe 
Asbburton 
Glastonbury 
Dundas 
Hutchinson 
Somers 
Yarborough 

Bishop. 
Rochester. 


Cowper 

Jers^ 

Stanhope 

Carnarvon 

Rosriyn 

Grejr 

Cassilis 
Laudeidale 
Donou^unofo 
Aberdeen 

Mulgrave 

DVSB. 

Leinster. 

Makiqumsss. 

Downsbire 

S%> 

Camden 

Eakls. 
Besborough 
G«iilford 
Thanet 
St.  Vincent 
Spencer 
Ossory 
Ilcbester 
Suffolk 
Pitzwilliam    - 
Carysfort 
Derby 
Hardwicke 

The  duke  of  Devonshire,  the  earl  of 
Darnley,  and  the  earl  of  Albemarle's 
proxies  had  been  given,  but  were  lost  to 
the  vote,  by  the  peers  who  held  them 
baviog  been  accidentally  absent. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

TkundiQfp  Jtme  8. 

Mendicity  op  tbb  MsTaopoLis.^  Mr* 
Roie,  in  pursuance  of  bis  motion,  rove  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
mendicity  of  the  metropolis*  He  believed 
as  accurate  information  had  been  obtained 
on  vhat  subject  as  it  would  well  admit  of. 
A  Mt.  Martin,  a  respectable  gentltman  In 
this  neighrboorhood,  and  well  known  to 
many  members  of  this  House,  had,  with 
the  greatest  industry,  compiled  an  account 
of  the  numbers  and  description  of  people 
in  a  mod  leant  state  in  the  metropolis  and 
its  vicinity,  an  account  which  he  was 
ready  to  submit  to  the  House.  According 
to  this  account  there  were,  on  the  whole; 
somewhat  more  than  15,(KK>  persons  in 
the  metropolis  and  its  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood %vho  subsisted  by  begging. 
They  were  dirided  in  ibis  manner.    Tho 
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persons  who  had  setUemeiiU  id  the  me- 
tropolis or  neigbbourhoody  amoonted  to 
6,690;  of  this  number  4,1 5(^  were  chil- 
dren, and  2,540  adolts.  There  were  be- 
sides 2,604  persons  who  had  settlements 
in  different  parts  of  the  coontry^  that  is  in 
England ;  of  these  1,374  were  adolu,  and 
IfiSO  children.  Of  the  persons  who  had 
BQ  settlements  in  this  kingdom  there  were 
^,310  Irish,  of  whom  3,273  were' children, 
and  2,037  adults.  The  Scotch  amoonted  to 
504,  of  whom  309  were  children,  and  195 
adults.  The  persons  who  had  no  set- 
tlements in  any  of  these  kingdoms, 
amounted  to  177.  The  result  gave  nearly 
6,000  adults,  and  9,000  children.  They 
were  not  ail  of  them  beggars,  but  some 
were  artificers  who  earned  as  much  as  40«. 
a  week  when  in  health,  but  who,  from  not 
being  members  of  anv  friendly  society, 
were  left  onprovMed  lor  when  unable  at 
any  time .  to  work.  Allowing  for  the 
maintenance  of  these  people,  sixpence  a 
day  for  such  as  were  adults,  and  three- 
pence a  day  for  the  children-*the  whole 
would  amount  to  100,000/.  a  year.  But 
he  was  persuaded  that  the  gains  of  the^ 
people  were  actually  much  greater;  and 
the  result  of  his  inquiry  was,  that  he  would 
state  the  sums  of  money  received  very 
low  if  he  allowed  3«.  a  day  to  each.  He 
knew,  however,  to  an  absolute  certainty, 
that  many  of  them  received  considerably 
more  than  this ;  but  35.  a  day  would 
make  somewhat  about  328,000/.  a  year, 
supposing  only  the  adults  to  receive  it, 
and  potting  the  children  out  of  the  ques- 
tion. The  inconvenience  to  the  public 
was  nptorious,  not  only  from  being  incom- 
moded' by  these  persons  in  the  'streets 
(which  was  the  least  part  of  the  evil),  .but 
from  their  having  no  regular  means'  of 
subsistence,  it  was  clear  that  the  children 
must  be  brought  up  in  habits  of  idleness, 
vice,  and  misery.  Their  system  of  edu- 
cation was  most  pernicious.  This  class  of 
persons  never  sent  their  children  to 
school ;  for  the  children  were  instruments 
Jn  their  hands  to  obtain  relief  by  impor- 
tunity. ..  That  schools  were  of  the  utmost 
advantage ,  to  the  children  of  the  poor,  ^ 
there  could  be  no  doubt;  ther^  were  even 
instances  of  these  children  actually  re- 
.forroing  their  parents  :  be  was  acquainted 
with  several  instances  of  this  description. 
There  were  many  schools  about  the  me- 
^tropolis  on  a  very  extensive  scale— the 
jichool  for  the  children  of  Soldiers— -the 
Royal  Na?al  Asylum  :  there  was  one  in 
.Wtstmiuster  for  not  less  than  one  thousand 
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children,  which  owed  its  existence  cbi^fly 
to  the  Speaker,  in  conjunction  vrith  the 
late  master  of  Westminster-school.  Such 
schools  were  deserving  of  every  degree  of 
encouragement.  A  good  deal  of  attenti«n 
had  also  been  paid  to  the  situation  of  the 
poor  of  the  capital  and  its  neighboarhood. 
There  was  the  association  with  which  Mr. 
Martin  was  connected  :-*a  number  of 
gentlemen  were  authorized  to  deliver 
tickets  to  those  people  whom  they  might 
find  begging ;  they  carried  their  tickets  to 
Mr.  Martin's  house,  who  made  inquiry 
into  their  character,  and  if  he  found  they 
were  persons  deserving  of  relief,  they  ob- 
tained assistance  from  him.  Inadditioo 
to  this,  there  was  an  establishment  which 
was  called  The  Stranger's  Friend,  not 
generally  known*,  but  which  was  admirably 
conducted.  *  Tlie  persons  themselves  went 
about  town,  and  informed  themselves  as  to 
the  situation  of  various  paupers,  whose 
modesty  would  not  allow  them  to  beg  in 
the  common  way,  and  gave  them  relief. 
There  was  another  iqstitution,  called  The 
Refuge  for  the  Destitute,  which  was  better 
known  than  the  former.  There  was  also 
another  lately  established,  called  The  Irish 
Benevolent  Society.  Hia  intention  was  tp 
propose  to  the  House  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  consider  the  State  of  Mendicity 
in  the  Metropolis.  If  this  should  be 
agreed  to,  he  would,  in  the  first  place 
propose,  that  the  committee  should  en- 
deavour to  ascertain  the  fact  of  the  extent 
of  the  evil.  It  was  at  least  deserving  of 
attention  to  try  if  some  means  could  not 
be  devised  for  remedying  it.  When  the 
wisest  and  best  of  men  had  failed,  it  would 
be  presumptuous  to  suppose  that  complete 
success  could  be  expected^  but  still  he 
thought  something  might  be  done.  Nearly 
7,000  of  these  people  had  settlements  in 
or  near  the  metropolis.  The  law  of  the 
country  had  provided  a  remedy  for  that» 
With  respect  to  those  who  had  settlements 
in  the  country,  the  same  thing  might  be 
done  with  them.  The  next  class  was 
those  who  belonged  to  Scotland  and  Ire- 
land i  those  from  Scotland  were  few  ia 
number,  and  might  be  sent  back  to  that 
country.  But  with  respect  to  Ireland  the 
difficulty  was  much  greater,  as  they  wer^ 
more  numerous,  and  in  Ireland  there  were 
no  poor-rates.  In  Scotland  there  were 
means  of  relief  for  the  poor;  and  though 
there  were  no  poor-rates  generally  in  that 
country,  yet  the  law  wts  on  thai  subject 
precisely  >hc  same  as  in  England.  Of 
the   foreigners,  many,  of  them  might  be 
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sent  bon^e  to  their  own  coaotries.  There 
were  often  to  be  seen  seamen  begging 
with  one  arm  only,  or  one  leg.  Knowing 
the  false  impntation  wbiph  they  brought 
on  ibe  country,  he  had  often  spoken  to 
soch  persons,  who  admitted  that  they 
receWed  a  pension  of  8/.  a  year.  These 
were  the  most  importnnate  of  all  beegars. 
After  alluding  to  Edinburgh  and  Ham- 
burgh* where  mendicity  was  prevented, 
the  right  bon*  gentleman  concluded  with 
moving,  "  That  a  committee,  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  state  of  Mendicity 
in  the  Metropolis  and  its  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood, and  to  report  the  same,  toge<* 
ther  with  their  obserTations  thereupon^  to 
the  House/' 

Mr.  Hammersky  thought  that  an  esta- 
blishment on  the  same  plan  as  the  House 
of  Industry  in  Dublin  might  be  serviceable 
in  this  country,  as  it  would  give  an  op- 
portunity at  once  to  refer  all  mendicants 
to  a  certain  place. 

Sir  M.  W.  RidUy  approved  of  Mr.  Mar- 
tin's plan.  Of  the  tickets  given  to  pau- 
pers, four  out  of  five  were  never  brought 
to  the  office,  as  the  mendicants  dreaded 
the  inquiries  which  would  be  made.  If 
that  institution  were  more  known  and  fur- 
ther extended,  be  thought  it  would  mate- 
rially tend  to  check  and  lessen  the  num- 
ber of  beggars.  He  alluded  to  the  soldiers 
who  pretended  to  have  been  blinded  by 
the  ophthalmia  in  Egypt,  and  who  exposed 
themselves  in  a  disgusting  manner  in  the 
streets. 

Mr.  Peel  was  doubtful  whether  it  would 
be  politic  to  extend  an  establishment  like 
the  House  of,  Industry  in  Dublin  to  this 
country.  It  cost  50,000/.  a  year,  and 
relief  was  given  to  every  person  that  ap- 
plied, because  there  were  no  poor-rates : 
out  if  he  was  to  judge  of  its  efficacy  from 
the  slate  of  mendicity  in  Dublin,  his  opi- 
nion would  be  far  from  favourable,  as 
there  was  no  city  in  which  mendicity  pre- 
vailed to  such  a  degree  as  in  the  Irish 
capital. 

Sir  /.  Newport  preferred  the  plan  of 
work-houses  like  those  in  existence  at 
Cork,  and  other  places,  in  which  a  previous 
examination  took  place  before  paupers 
were  admitted.  To  extend  ran  establish- 
ment in  which  no  inquiry  was  allowed, 
would  merely  extend  beggary. 

Mr*  Lockkart  thought  that  if  mendicants 
were  prevented  from  begging,  many  of 
ihem  would  resort  to  more  dangerous 
practices.  They  would  spread  into  the 
country,  would  avoid  well-regulated  towns, 
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and  we  should  hear  of  their  devastations 
in  places  where  the  police  was  less  active, 
or  not  so  well  conducted.  He  doubted 
whether  all  charitable  institutions  bad  not 
a  tendency  to  create  the  evil  which  they 
were  intended  to  relieve. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  it  was  desirable  that  the 
respective  parishes  should  take  care  of 
their  own  poor.  Nobody  was  more  averse 
than  himself  to  remove  any  person  whil« 
he  could  maintain  himself;  and  he  had 
first  introduced  a  law  to  that  effect. 

The  Chancellor  qf  tfte  Exchequer  rose  to 
detain  the  House  but  a  very  few  moments; 
but  he  could  not  help  bearing  testimony 
to  the  assiduity  and  diligence  of  the  gen* 
tleman  who  had  principally  conducted  th* 
plan  of  the  mendicity  inquiry,  first  under 
the  auspices  of  lord  Pel  ham,  and  subse* 
qucntly  under  those  of  lord  Sid  mouth. 
He  would  not  entertain  too  sanguine  hopes 
of  an  entire  remedy  being  provided  for 
the  evil;  but  be  that  as  it  might,  he 
thought  it  a  subject  highly  deserving  of 
such  consideration,  as  Was  due  to  the  be* 
nevolence  of  the  individual  who  had  con- 
ducted it,  and  that  the  mass  of  informa* 
tion  which  he  knew  to  have  been  already 
collected,  would  be  of  great  use  to  the 
committee  which  should  be  appointed  to 
consider  the  subject. 

After  a  few  further  observations  front 
sir  John  Sebright,  Mr.  Alderman  Atkins, 
and  sir  Charles  Monck,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  ac* 
cordingly. 

Thames  Bathing  Bill.]  Mr.  Barclay 
presented  two  petitions  against  the  Thames 
Bathing  Bill :  the  one  from  the  watermen 
that  ply  upon  the  Thames,  and  the  other 
from  the  inhabitaiits  and  householders  on 
the  banks  of  the  river.  He  thought  that 
something  should  be  done  to  prevent  the 
indecencies  which  were  now  witnessed, 
and  which  otherwise  would  extend  to  a 
greater  degree.  He  defended  the  princi- 
ple of  these  petitions.  He  had  heard 
much  of  the  rights  of  man,  and  lately  of 
the  rights  of  Scotch  poachers :  he  hoped ' 
he  should  not  hear  of  the  right  of  indecent 
exposure.  The  remedy  by  action  at  law 
was  slow  and  expensive. 

Mr.  M.  A,  Taylor  bad  lived  for  twenty- 
seven  years  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames, 
and  had  never  perceived  any  acts  of  inde- 
cency. Some  time  he  had .  not  seen  six 
persons  bathing  in  the  course  of  twelve 
months.  Were  we  wdrse  than  our  an* 
cestois  ?  As  a  magistrate  he  did  not  recol* 

(ay) 
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lect  that  any  particular  acts  of  that  natore 
jiad  come  under  his. knowledge ;  and  if 
they  had,  they  could  not  be  punished  by 
an  action,  but  by  fine  and  imprisonment. 

Mr.  Harvey  had  likewise  the  pleasure 
of  living  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames,  and 
he  could  not  help  saying  that  it  was  al- 
.  most  impossible  for  any  decent  person  to 
live  in  such  a  situation  from  the  number 
of  persons  undressing  themselves,  Imd  ex- 
posing their  naked  bodies  to  view. 

Mr.  Cahert  begged  leave  to  state,  that 
lie  did  not  1>«lleve  either  petition  pro* 
ceeded  from  the  inhabitants  of  Southwark. 

The  petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.  Mr.  Wynn  then  moved  the 
order  of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolve 
itself  into  a  committee  on  the  Thames 
bathing  Bill.  The  House  having  re- 
volved accordingly, 

Mr.  Harvey  proposed  a  clause,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  prevent  persons  from 
bathing  in  the  River  Thames  in  particular 
places;  by  imposing  a  penalty,  recover- 
able before  a  magistrate,  of  not  less  than 
5«.,  and  not  more  than  105*  for  the  first  of- 
fence, and  of  205.  for  the  second  offence  ; 
the  magistrates  having  power  to  prohibit 
bathing,  on  application  from  the  inhabi- 
tants, in  particular  districts. 

On  this  a  division  took  place,  without 
comment.  The  numbers  were— For  the 
clause,  28  ;  Against  it,  5Q ;  Majority,  28. 
The  Bill,  in  its  original  form,  was  then 
Agreed  to,  and  the  House  resumed* 

Stamp  PurrBS— Newspapebs.]  Mr. 
Brogden  brought  op  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  On  the 
resolution  for  imposing  a  duty  of  an  addi- 
lional  halfpenny  on  newspapers  being 
read. 

Sir  JbAnJ^tfU^por/ suggested  the  propriety 
'of  reducing  this  duty  to  its  original  state. 
*He  was  quite  sure  that  the  quantum  of 
Revenue  the  increase  would  produce,  would 
in  no  respect  compensate  the  public  for 
the  loss  which  they  would  sustain  by  the 
impediments  which  would  be  thrown  in 
the  way  of  receiving  that  information 
Vhich  at  this  particular  period  was  of  such 
general  importance.  The  right  bon.  ba- 
ronet then  moved  an  amendment  by  sub- 
■tituting  three- pence  halfpenny  in  the 
room  of  four- pence. 

After  a  few  words  from  the  Chancellor 
^f  the  Exchequer,  which  were  inaudible 
in  the  gallery,  a  division  took  place— For 
the  Amendment,  1$;  Against  it,  53; 
Majority,  37.  The  resolution  iraa  then 
agreed  to» 
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lAsi  of  the  Minoriiy. 
Alien,  G.       ^  Montgomery,  sir  K. 


Compton,  earl, 
Duncannon,  vise. 
Homer,  F. 
Lefevre,  €•  S« 
Moore,  P. 
Martin,  J. 
Marryatt,  J. 
Monck,  sir  C. 
Majoribanks, 


Newport,  sir  J. 
RiddeU,8irJ.B. 
Ridley,  sir  M.  We 
8mith,  J. 
Tiem^,  G. 

TELLERS. 

Bennet,  hon*  U.  <X 
Gordon,  E. 


East  India  SRiK^allEGisTar  Bill.]  The 
Report  of  the  committee  on  the  East  Indisi 
Registry  ^ips  Bill  being  taken  Into  fur- 
fcher  consideration, 

Mr.  Wallace  proposed  to  introduce  a 
clause  to  substitute  350  tons  to  100.  Aa 
the  Bill  stood,  no  ship  under  100  tons  waa 
to  obtain  a  registry :  he  found  that  ships 
of  that  tonnage  were  not  employed  in 
the  East  India  trade,  and  therefore  Wished 
to  alter  the  number  to  350. 

Mr.  Marryatt  renewed  his  opposition 
to  the  BilL  ft  had  been  said  by  an  bon* 
member  (Mr.  C.  Grant)  on  a  former  day^ 
when  he  (Mr.  Marryatt)  had  announced 
his  intention  to  offer  a  clause  Ibr  restrict* 
ing  the  operation  of  this  Bill,  that  it  might 
as  well  be  attempted  to  take  from  the 
East  India  Company  their  charter,  as  to 
prohibit  them  from  employing  India-built 
ships.  He  would  state  what  had  been 
advanced  on  this  subject  by  that  hon. 
member,  l&nd  other  directors  of  the  East 
India  Company  on  a  former  occasion,  and 
leave  him  to  answer  his  own  arguments 
aa  he  could.  Re  then  quoted  the  report  of 
a  committee  of  the  East  India  Directors, 
dated  January  27,  1801,  in  which  the 
admission  of  India  ships  into  a  format 
participation  in  the  commerce  and  navi- 
gation between  Britain  and  India  wai 
viewed  with  the  most  lerious  apprehen- 
sion. In  another  part  of  the  same  Report 
such  a  line  of  conduct  was  **  deprecated 
as  tending  to  supersede  the  Company's 
privileges,  isdd  open  the  way  to  what  all 
agreed  ought  to  be  prevented— >the  coloni- 
zation of  Europeans  in  India.''  It  was 
further  stated  "  to  involve  principles  and 
effects  dangerous  to  the  interests  both  of 
the  Company  and  of  the  nation,  to  lead 
to  the  pouring  of  Europeans  of  the  loweir 
tort  into  India,  and  thus,  by  lessening  that 
respect  entertained  for  the  British  cha- 
racter, which  had  hitherto  contrrbuted  to 
maintain  our  ascendancy  in  the  East,  t5 
disturb  and  shake  our  Government  there.** 
In  a  second  Report,  the  plan  of  the'Go- 
trernor-general  respecting  India  thifh  ^^ 
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described  to  be  at  Tariance  with  ibe  prin* 
ciple  adopted  by  the  Court  of  Directors.* 
A  third  Report   atated^  '*  the  public  to 
have  been  under  a  delusion."    They  had 
beard  so  much  of  British  manufactures 
and  surplus  produce,  that  they  neyer  be- 
lieved other  objects  were  in  view ;  at  last, 
Jiowever>  the  mask  fell  off,  and  the  truth 
appeared  to  be— a  trade  in  India*boilt 
ships.    It  was  added^  "  that  though  this 
was  the  primary  object  of  the   parlies 
concerQed  in  these  representations,  their 
friends  in  this  country  were  aware  that 
Sritish  ships  could  not  be  sacrificed  for  so 
flimsy  a  pretence.'^    In  one  of  the  Reports 
it  was  stated  that  <«  the  Directors,  after 
viewing  the  question  respecting  India  ships 
generally,  entertained  a  decided,  opinion 
Uiat  it  was  sound  policy  to  look  with  a 
jealous  eye  on  any  other  description  of 
naval  or  military  strength,  or  the  seeds  of 
■it  that  might  be  about  to  arise  in  India, 
that  was  not  British/*    The   Directors, 
however,  added,  ^'  they  were  willing  to 
sacrifice  their  own  judgment  to  that  of  the 
Government,  and  to  endeavour  to  carry 
into  effect  the  plans  of  the  ministers  for 
the  public  service  ;  but  doing  this,  the^ 
were  aware  that  they  ought  to  be  on  their 
^uard,  to  speculate  upon  events,  and  to 
look  for  combinations  far  di^rent  from 
those    which    had   formerly    occurred/' 
In  replying  to  the  statements  which  had 
hetn  made,  it  had  been  said  ia  the  Report, 
that  "  it  would  be  impracticable  lo  bring 
the  foreign  trade  to  the  River  Thames,  if 
teak  ships  were  employed  as  the  mean^ 
The  best  and  only  means  consistent  with 
•the  combined  and  extensive  interests  of 
J  and,  commerce,  and  manufactures  and 
navigation,  at  the  same   time  that  the 
public  faith  would  thereby  he  preserved 
inviolate,    would    be  to  employ  British 
ships/'    It  was  added,  "  that  if  there  were 
any  well-founded  claim  on  Government 
at  that  time,  it  wa&  the  fair  and  just  claim 
of  British  ships  and  seamea  to  provide, 
and  not  to  deprive  them  of,  the  means  of 
employment,  in  return  for  the  great  and 
meritorious  services  rendered  during  the 
war.*'     These  Reports  were  subsequently 
confirmed    by   tbQ   Directors    and  Pro- 
prietors.   After  some  farther  observations, 
be  concluded  by  moving  the  following 
clause,  "  That  no  ship  or  vessel  employed 
by  the  East  India  Company  in  the  China 
trade,  and  not  bailt  within  the  United 
Kingdom,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  privi- 
leges of  British-built  vessels.'' 
Mr.  Gratu  thought  the  boo.  gentleman 


bad  laboured  hard  to  make  the  worse 
appear  the  better  reason.     He  had  quoted 
reports  of  the  COurt  of  Directors  to  sup- 
port a  doctrine  contrary  to  the  obvioua 
mtention  and  scope  of  those  reports.    The 
Court  of  Directors  had  never  any  parti« 
cular  objection  to  teak  ships  more  than 
te  other  ships ;  but  their  objection  was  to 
admitting'  any  other  ships  into  the  parti- 
cipation  of  their  rights.     He  conceived, 
that  the  clause  proposed    by   the  boo. 
gentleman  would  have  the  effect  of  taking 
away  the  charter  from  the  Company,  and 
siviog  them  up,  bound  band  and  foot,  into 
tne  power  of  a  few  ship- builders  on  the 
River  Thames.    His  argument  went  upon 
the  fallacious  supposition,  that  if  this  Bill 
were  to  pass,  all  the  ships  to  be  employed 
in  the  trade  for  the  future  would  come 
from  India.    The  only  conseouence  would., 
be,  that  the  Company  would  not  be  left 
entirely  at  the  mercy  of  about  haff  a 
do2en  ship-builders  on  the  River  Thames^ 
to  be  charged  whatever  exorbitant  price 
they  thought  proper.    Ia  1793  the  price 
they  charged  was  Hi.  a  ton.     In  1800 
it  was  19L  lOi.;  but  after  J  805   it  rose 
from  251,  to  SlL  per  ton.    The  price  of 
wages,  which  in  1793  was  three  shillings 
and  sixpence  a«day,  had  afterwards  got 
up  to  seven,  and  even  to  ten  shillings. 
If  those  men  choose  to  idle  three  days  ia 
the  week,  it  was  the  East  India  Company 
that  most  pay  for  it.    For  a  long  period 
of  time,  the  Company  had  been  entirely 
at  the'  mercy  of  the  ship-builders  of  the 
River  Thames.    The  power  of  building 
ships  in   India  had    certainly  rendered 
them    somewhat    more  independent    of 
them.    India,  however,  had  not  the  means 
or  resources,  nor  would  it  have  for  a  long 
time,  of  finding  tonnage  equal  to  the  de- 
mands of  commerce.    lie  believed  tha^ 
out  of  the  last  79  sUips,  13  only  had  been 
built  in  India.     As  the  building  for  India 
was  never  above  a  third  of  the  whole  bo« 
sioess  of  the  ship-builders  in  the  Thames;^ 
it  wa$  going  too  far  to  say  that  their  trade 
wouki  be  airoihilated,  even  if  the  whole 
of  the  East  India  business  was  withdrawn 
from  them.    There  was  no  reason,  how- 
ever, to  doubt  but  that  they  would  for  i^ 
long  time  have  by  much  tl^  greater  part 
of  their  business.     When  the  worthy  al- 
dermap  (Atkins)  had  spoken,  on  a  former 
night,  of  the  number  of  shipwrights  that 
would  be  thrown  out  of  employ,  he  must 
obserye  that  he  believed  the  whole  nunH 
ber  of  shipwrights  in  the  Thames  did  ilo| 
exceed  4,500^  and  that  W>  (not  quite  e 
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tenth  of  these)  were  a] I  that  were  ever 
employed  in  building  ships  for  the  East 
India  Company*  Were  all  the  great  in* 
teresls  of  the  Company  then  to  be  sacri- 
ficed to  the  interest  of  a  very  small  number 
of  ship-builders  and  shipwrights  on  the 
Thames?  All  that  these  persons  could 
now  complain  of^  was,  that  their  monopoly 
voold  be  affected  by  introducing  a  sort  of 
competition.  It  was  a  most  mistaken  idea 
to  conceive  that  India  ought  to  be  go- 
verned at  all  like  a  colony.  It  was  a 
great  and  populous  empire,  rich  in  arts  and 
manufactures,  when  we  first  came  there  : 
it  would  be  therefore  most  unjust  to  pre- 
vent them  from  availing  themselves  of 
their  natural  advantages.  It  would  be 
also  most  impolitic  for  this  country  to 
refuse  to  avail  itself  of  the  advantages  that 
-  their  great  forests  afforded  for  ship-build* 
ing.  .  As  to  the  apprehension  of  the  In* 
dians  becoming  a  great  maritime  nation^  it 
must  be  recoljected^  that  of  all  the  classes 
of  Indians  it  was  only  the  Mahometans 
that  ever  became  sailors,  and  therefore 
the  Indian!  sailors  could  only  be  taken 
from  among  those  Mahometans  that  hap- 
pened to  live  near  the  sea- coasts.  As  to 
what  had  been  said  about  the  probability 
of  a  revolution  in  India,  he  considered 
that  our  government  was  now  more  con- 
firmed and  stable  than  at  any  former 
period. 

Mr.  Marryati,  in  explanation,  said,  that 
his  clause  did  not  at  all  respect  the  ships 
employed  in  the  trade  between  India  and 
this  country,  but  bad  only  reference  to 
the  trade  with  China,  the  monopoly  of 
which  was  allowed  to  be  a  great  advantage 
to  the  Company. 

Mr.  Alderman  Atkins  observed,  that  the 
surveyors  of  the  India  Company  exercised 
the  right  of  survey  as  to  the  lAaterials  of 
the  ships  built  for  them  in  the  river 
Thames,  as  strictly  as  it  was  exercised 
OR  the  part  of  the  royal  navy.  The  great 
'  increase  in  the  price  of  ship-building  had 
not  proceeded  from  any  exorbitant  de- 
mands on  the  part  of  the  ship-builders, 
but  from  the  great  price  to  which  foreign 
timber  had  been  raised,  from  our  being 
excluded  from  the  trade  of  the  Continent. 
Ah  to  the  price  of  labour,  the  war  had 
raised  the  value  of  a  man's  labour,  in  the 
same  proportion  that  other  articles  were 
raised. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  said,  that  there  ought  to 
b«  a  fair  and  open  competition  with  re- 
gard to  thip-buiidingi  and  opposed  the 
olauseK 
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Mr.  Forba  spoke  a  few  words  against 
the  clause. 

The  House  divided :  For  the  clause,  1 1  ; 
Against  it,  39;  Majority,  28.  The  Bill 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  to- 
morrow. 
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Parish  Apprentices'  Bill.]  On  the 
order  of  the  day  for  taking  into  further 
consideration  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  Bill  to  amend  the  laws  respecting 
Parish  Apprentices, 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly  said,  he  thought  the 
Bill  would  be  the  means  of  doing  much 
good.  The  greatest  abuses  arose  from 
the  practice  of  binding  children  at  a  great 
distance  from  their  relatives.  There  was  a 
clause  in  the  present  Bill  which  might 
have  very  salutary  effects,  he  meant  that 
which  appointed  the  indenture  to  be 
signed  by ,  the  magistrates  of  the  parish 
from  which  the  child  came,  and  that  to 
which  it  was  taken.  He  hoped  that  ma- 
gistrates would  conscientiously  attend  to 
their  duty,  and  inquire  not  only  into  the 
manner  in  which  the  child  was  bound* 
but  respecting  the  person  to  whom  it  was 
bound,  as  they  were  empowered  to  do ; 
that  they  would  consider  themselves  as  in 
the  situation  of  fathers  to  those  unfortunate 
childreni  He  was  astonished  at  the  fact 
which  had  come  out  in  the  course  of  the 
inquiries  which  this  Bill  had  given  rise  to* 
that  magistrates  often  signed  indentures 
blank,  without  knowing  any  thing  of  the 
masters,  and  that  it  frequently  happened 
that  there  was  no  other  formal  party  to 
the  indenture  but  the  magistrate;  and  ma* 
gistrates  of  the  county  of  Surrey  were  ex- 
pressly named  as  having  acted  in  this 
manner.  He  hoped  the  law  in  this  re- 
spect would  be  attended  to,  for  it  was  no 
use  to  pass  laws  if  they  were  not  carried 
into  execution. 

Mr.  WUbraham  Booth  had  no  doubt,  on 
further  inquiry,  that  the  abuses  would  be 
discovered. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Onskw  thought,  that  ma- 
gistrates too  often  confounded  judicial 
with  miniMerial  functions.  He  knew  the 
individuals  alluded  to,  and  was  convinced 
of  the  purity  of  their  intentions.  The 
mistake,  however,  was  a  most  mischievous 
one,  and  he  hoped  this  mention  of  it  in 
the  House  would  call  the  attention  of  ma- 
gistrates to  the  subject. 

The  report  was  taken  into  further  eonr 
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aideratioo,    and  the  Bill  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  time  od  Thursday. 

'  Ordnancb  Estimates.]  The  House 
having  resolyed  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  Supply,  to  which  the  Ordnance  Esti- 
mates were  referred^ 

Mr.  Ward  then  entered  on  the  state- 
ment of  the  Ordnance  Estimates.  The 
Ordinary  estimate  for  that  service  amounted 
to  1,141,0^/. 5s.  Wd.;  which  was  147,000/. 
less  than  the  former  war  establishment* 
The  companies  in  the  Ordnance  were  re- 
duced 20  men  each,  viz.  from  120  to  100. 
The  Eztraordinaries  would  amount  to 
2,246,917/.  12s.;  which  was  492,000/.  less 
than  the  estimate  of  the  last  year  of  the 
former  war ;  and,  all  together,  it  was  less 
by  700,000/.  than  if  we  had  still  gone  on 
on  the  war  establishment  of  1814:  this, 
therefore,  would  appear  to  the  committee 
as  a  serious  diminution  in  the  general  ex- 
pense. The  total  amount;  then,  for  the 
fiervice  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  present 
year,  will  be  3,459,600/.  Is.  lOd. ;  and 
that  for  Ireland,  375,820/.  ]8j«  lOd. ; 
making  a  grand  total  for  the  service  of  the 
][Jnited  Kingdom  of  3,835,421/.  Os.  Sd. 
This  sum  was  greater  than  our  peace 
establishment  by  nearly  1,500,000/.;  and 
less  than  our  last  war  establishment  by 
784,000/.  He  should  be  happy  to  afford 
any  information  in  his  power  on  this  sub- 
ject, to  any  gentleman  requiring  it;  but 
there  was  one  item  of  the  expense -to 
which  he  would  particularly  allude— it 
was  the  increase  of  salaries  to  clerks, 
making  a  sum  of  5,000/.  for  the  land  ser- 
vice, and  the  same  for  the  sea  service. 
The  salaries  formerly  received  were  in- 
adequate for  procuring  the  clerks  the 
common  necessaries  of  life ;  he  was 
therefore  convinced  the  committee  would 
not  object  to  the  increase.  He  concluded 
by  moving,  "  That  a  sum  not  exceeding 
J3,835,42l/.  0^.  8d.  be  granted  for  the 
purpose  of  defraying  the  charges  of  the 
Ordnance  Establishment  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland.'' 

Mr.  Betmet,  remarking  on  the  immense 
expense^  for  repairing  and  building  forti- 
fications and  other  works,  lamented  that 
they  should  be  incurred  in  executing  the 
plans  of  a  Board,  the  members  of  which 
iiad  never  seen  any  foreign  service. 

Mr.  R.  Ward  eulogized  the  great  abi- 
lities and  science  of  the  Inspector-general 
of  Fortifications  and  of  the  membera  of  the 
Board;  and  contended,  that  a  man  of 
aciencei  who  bad  oerer  Quitted  his  library. 
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was  as  capable  of  planning  and  of  exe- 
cuting defensible  fortifications,  as  men  who 
had  seen  active  service,  which,  indeed, 
was  not  in  the  least  necessary. 

Mr.  Bennti  said,  that  he  had  not  men* 
tioned  any  particular  person,  nor  was  he 
by  any  means  willing  to  deny  the  talents 
and  scientific  knowledge  of  the  Inspector- 
general  ;  but  he  could  not  assent  to  the 
opinion  expressed  by  the  hon.  gentleman^ 
of  the  inutility  of  practical  knowledge. 

Mr.  Ward  acknowledged  that  no  parti* 
cular  name  had  been  mentioned,  bot#  how- 
ever, the  persons  alluded  to  were  no  less 
understood.  A  great  injustice  had  been 
done  to  an  officer  of  distinguished  merit, 
whose  valuable  life  had  been  devoted  to 
the  service  of  his  country.  He  challenged 
the  hon.  gentleman,  or  any  of  his  parlia* 
mentary  friends,  to  rival  the  knowledge  of 
the  Inspector-general.  He  stated,  that 
maps  had  been  drawn  out  of  the  several 
counties  in  England ;  which,  however. 
Government  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to 
publish  at  present,  lest  they  might  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy :  and  in  jus- 
tification of  this  reserve,  be  adduced  the 
example  of  Buonaparte,  whom  he  desig- 
nated as  the  ablest  captain  in  the  world-— 
and  who,  threatened  with  invasion  by  the 
Allies,  destroyed  Cassini's  maps  of  France, 
lest  the  enemy  might  thence  obtain  use* 
ful  information.  And  to  show  bow  highly 
the  maps  of  this  country  were  prised  by 
Buonapart6,  he  mentioned  that  when  re- 
tirins  to  Elba,  he  was  seen  particularly 
careful  of  a  large  box,  which  was  sup* 
posed  by  many  to  contain  some  valuable 
treasure ;  but  on  opening  it,  nothing  was 
found  but  some  maps  oi  the  sea-coast  of 
England. 

Mr.  Whiibrcad  admired  the  happy  dis* 
cretion  exercised  by  his  Majesty's  mi* 
nisters,  in  withholding  the  maps  of  Bed- 
fordshire, and  Buckinghamshire,  and  other 
interior  counties,  while  it  was  acknow- 
ledged that  maps  of  the  maritime  districts 
were  in  possession  of  the  enemy.  [Hear !] 
But  there  was  one  expression  in  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  which  sur- 
prised him  not  a  little.  He  alluded  to  his 
having  called  'Buonaparte  the  ablest  cap- 
tain in  the  world.  This  was  an  acknow- 
ledgment he  had  by  no  means  expected 
at  the  present  moment  from  a  gentlemaa 
filling  an  official  situation  in  this  country. 
If  such  ah  opinion  had  fallen  from  any 
one  on  his  side  of  the  House,  censure 
woulcl  be  incessant  in  its  attacks,  and  it 
would  have  been  received  with  an  up^ 
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roarioas  exclamationf  of  astonish cnenfc  and 
triamph. — [Hear!]     Certainly,  however, 
such  an  opinion    would  have  been  less 
wonderful  than  when  coming  from  a  per- 
son of  the  hon.  gentleman's  gravity,  and 
tutored  in  principles  so  totally  different. 
It  was  to  have  been  expected,  that  at  least 
a  rival  should  share  that  name  with  Buo« 
naparte,  and  that  even  if  the  hon.  gentle- 
man-were desirous  of  ranking  him  as  the 
first  captain  in  the  world,  he  would  asso- 
ciate the  Duke  of  Wellington  with  him  in 
ihe  title,  and  so  make  out  two  first  cap- 
tains  in  the  world — [Hear!  and  laugh- 
ing.]    Yet  this  Buonaparte,   so  highly 
esteemed,    is   represented    as  a  second 
Alaric,    aozioos  to  destroy  a    work  of 
geniusy  and  to  annihilate  Cassini's  plates ; 
and  the  hon.  gentleman  most  needs  take 
ihe  first  of  men  as  his  example :  differing 
from  him  in  this  only,  that  while  one  de- 
stroys the  source  of  knowledse,  the  other 
is  equally  desirous  to  withhold  it.    To 
him,  likewise,  are  we  indebted  for  an  ad- 
ditional anecdote  of  Buonaparte,   which 
shows  that  those  maps  of  England,  whence 
danger  might  be  apprehended,  were  in 
our  enemjrs  possession^  while   we  were 
withholding  others,  which  could  not  by 
any  means  be  considered  injurious.    The 
hon.  gentleman  had  argoed,  as  if  his  hon, 
firiend.had  not  a  right,  or  was  unable,  to  exa- 
mine the  competency  of  persons  appointed 
to  fill  particular  offices.  "  Oh !"  said  he,  <'  if 
you  have  any  doubts  on  the  subject, call  me, 
or  some  of  my  coadjutors  to  the  bar,  and 
we  will  prove  the  competence  of  the  per- 
sons alluded  to.''    But  be  insisted  on  the. 
right  of  his  hon.  friend,  as  a  member  of 
parliament,  to  make  the  remarks  be  had 
done,    and  to  demand    the  information 
which  he  called  for.     With  respect  to 
this  mighty  secret,  which,  it  seemed,  was 
to  be  confined  under  10,000  padlocks,  he 
could  inform  the  hon.  gentleman,  that  it 
was  published  long  before  the  Govern- 
ment knew  any  thing  about  it.   In  making 
the  celebrated  survey  of  the  coast,  foreign 
artists  had  been  employed.     One  of  them, 
a  roan  of  very  great  abilities^  had  pro- 
ceeded to  France  the  moment  peace  was 
concluded  in    1802,    and    what  he    had 
published  was  quite  sufficient  for  every 
purpose  the  French  might  have  in  view — 
it  contained  every  thing  which  they  could 
desire  to  know  on  the  subject.   Now,  that 
which  he  and  his  hon.  friend  wished  to  be 
produced,  related  solely  to  the  interior  of 
the  country.    Surely  they  were  not  now 
afraid  of  invasion.    The  right  hoo.  the 
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Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  bad  informed 
them,  that  Buonapart6  was  to  be  destroyed 
by  a  great  simultaneous  effort— he  was 
to  be  run  down  sooner  than  the  King  of 
Naples  was*     And  yet  the  hon.  gentle- 
man seemed  to  think,  that  if  those  maps 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  the/ 
would  quickly  force  their  way  into  -  the 
interior  of  the  kingdom,  in  spite  of  the 
country  gentlemen,    their  local    militia, 
and  all  their  appointments.  [A  laugh.]  He 
contended  that  he,  or  his  hon.  friend,  had 
a  perfect  right  to  comment  on  the  capa- 
bility of  any  officer  employed  in  the  pub- 
lic service.    It  was  not  to  be  endured,  that 
an  attempt  should  be  made  to  interfere, 
with  that  right,  or  that  ihe  tnfbrmatioa 
demanded  should  be  refused.    The  forti- 
fications   at   Dover  and    Chatham— the 
canal,  and  the  Martello  towers»-had  been 
carried  on  in  a  manner  that    appeared 
ridiculous,  in  the  eyes  of  those  who  were  . 
perfectly   capable    of  judging    of   such 
works.    Here,  then,  a  necessity  for  ex- 
planation was  evident.    A  great  waste  of 
public  money  had  taken  place  in  erecting 
those  Martello  towers,  and  in  raising  for- 
tifications at  Dover  and--  Chatham ;    «nd« 
therefore,  his  hon.  friend  was  warranted 
in  asking,  who  were  the  persons  consti- 
tuting the  Board  that  superintended  those 
works,  and  what  their  specific  services 
had  been  ?     Those  persons  had,  no  donbt» 
decided  honourably,  and  acted  to  the  besi 
of  their  judgment;  but  certainly  they  bad 
proceeded  in  a  manner  that  excited  the 
surprise  of  many  persons  who  had  seen 
much  service.    And  here  he  begged  leave 
to  relate  an  anecdote,  in  return  for  the 
ode  with  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
favoured  the  committee.    When  the  Mar- 
tello towers  were  first  projected,  two  sets 
of  engineers  waited  on  Mr.  Pitt,  who, 
though  he  could  reason  very  acutely  oi| 
most  subjects,  certainly  was  not  an  engi- 
neer*    After  bearing  various  arguments 
adduced,  on  the  one  side,  in  favour  of 
Martello  towers,    end,  on  the  other,  'm 
support  of  canals,  as  the  best  Q>ode  of 
defending  the  coast,  he  observed — "  I 
have  heard  so  much  on  both  sides,  that  I 
am  at  a  loss  to  which  I  should  give  the 
preference— therefore,  let  us  have  both ;" 
and  both  he  had  accordingly.  Those  who 
saw  the  canal,  smiled  at  the  futility  of  such 
a  mode  of  defence.    It  was  indeed,  very 
weak  to  imagine  that  a  ditch*  30  or  40  feet 
wide    would   stop  the  approach    of   an 
enemy  who  baa  landed  on  pur  shores. 
With  respect  to  the  capacity  of  the  mem* 
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bers  of  that  House^  in  general,  to  jwlge  of 
the  utility  of  such  works,  he  conceived  tt 
was  at  least  equal  to  that  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman^^whose  time  had  principally  been 
devoted  to  the  stady  of  the  law  of  na- 
tionS'^to  the  inTestigation  of  that  which 
ought  to  prevent  war.  But,  as  to  mili- 
tary matters,  he  had  only  applied  him« 
self  to  them  very  late  in  life— when, 
for  particular  purpose^  he  was  selected 
to  fill  the  office  be  now  held.  [Hear, 
bear!]  The  hon.  gentleman  might  be 
Very  nt  for  the  office  he  was  appointed  to 
-—but  members  would  be  extremely  unfit 
for  the  situation  they  filled  in  that  House, 
Sf  they  did  not  ask  questions  as  to  the 
competence  of  individtrals  to  perform  par* 
licular  duties. 

Mr.  H.  Ward  observed,  tbat  the  hon. 
gentleman  had,  as  hh  custom  was,  mixed 
up  a  great  number  of  matters  iti  his  speech, 
which  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  question 
before  the  House.  In  every  speech  be 
made,  the  hon.  gentleman  was  in  the  habit 
of  indulging  in  personal  allusion  and  at* 
tac^.  With  all  the  respect  he  felt  for  the 
hon.  gentleman  out  of  the  House,  be  must 
inform  him  thtLt  those  attacks,  whether 
arising  from  the  feebleness  of  the  public 
grounds  on  which  be  opposed  ministers, 
or  arising  from  rashness  of  character  or 
impetuosity  of  temper,  were  perfectly  un- 
important to  him,  and  were  heard  with 
the  utmost  indifference.  Knowing  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  was  in  the  habit  of  making 
attacks  on  all  sides-^recoUecting  how 
Isgregionsly'he  had  faiiled  in  all  his  at- 
t^empts  during  the  present  session,  he  al- 
most felicitated  himself  on  becoming  the 
object  of  his  animadversion  on  this  occa- 
sion. [Here  Mr.  Whitbread  laughed.! 
It  was' very"  well  to  endeavour  to  laugh  it 
oflT,  but  that  was  not  the  way  to  disprove 
his  statement.  The  hon.  gentleman,  when 
he  was  absolutely  ignorant  of  what  was 
passing  in  the  world,  during  the  absence 
of  his  noble  friend  (lord  Castlereagh),  came 
down  to  the  House,  and  attempted  to  hold 
bim  out  to  the  public  as  a  person  un- 
worthy of  their  confidence;  but,  when 
idared  to  proceed,  he  retired,  and  nefused 
to  bring  forward  any  specific  question,  on 
which  tbe  sentiments  of  the  House,  with 
respect  to  the  conduct  of  bis  noble  friend, 
cgM  be  fairly  manifested.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session  he  considered 
falm  the  best  friend  Government  eyer  bad, 
and  he  now  continued  of  the  same  opinion. 
IIThat  had  he  done  on  the  present  occa- 
lloa  ?    Thb  being  a  Yote  for  a  rery  iarge 
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sum  of  money,  ihe  hon.  gentleman  had 
confined  his  observations  to  the  single 
question  of  maps.  This,  it  appeared,  wass 
tbe  only  point  of  objection,  on  a  vote  of 
4,000,000/.  of  public  money.  The  hon« 
gentleman  seemed  to  think  that  no  dan^ 
ger  could  arise  from  the  pubHcation  of 
those  maps,  because  tfdme  of  chem  haft 
been  given  to  the  world.  But  was  tfaei% 
no  information  of  an  objecttonable  nature^ 
to  be  derived  from  them,  with  respect  to 
Scotland— *to  Ireland-— and  to  manry  coun- 
ties of  this  kingdom?  Was  it  to  bfe 
argued,  because  a  survey  of  three  aoun* 
ties  had  been  published,  that,  therafbre, 
the  whole  should  be  fiirthcoming? 

Mr.  Wkkhead  observed,  that  the  bon. 
gentleman's  description  of  a  personal  at- 
tack was  extremely  curious.  He  (Mr, 
Whitbread)  was  stated  to  be  Ift  tbe  haMc 
of  striking  at  random^-of  hitting  evtrjr 
one  about liim;  and  thia  the  hon^  gentle* 
man  denominated  a  "personal  attack.  Tbe 
hon.  gentleman  accused  him  with  faavmg 
taken  a  direct  aim,  which  he  afterwardv 
explained  as  being  nothing  mora  than  « 
random  shot.  With  respect  to  what  passed 
in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  the  Joor« 
nals  of  the  House,  and  the  debatea  on  tha 
dlflerent  questions  he  had  introduced, 
would  best  prove  whether  he  had  failed, 
and  whether  he  had  acted  in  complete 
ignorance*  of  the  subjects  he  had  brOMught 
under  consideration.  Of  this,  however, 
he'was  sure,  that  the  boh.  gentlematt  hiAi 
thown  himself  quite  ignorant  of  the  de- 
tails of  the  business  of  the  House,  or  be 
never  would  have  hazarded  tbe  remarka 
he  had  made  on  this  particular  point.  Tbe 
hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  argue,  that  be 
had  a  better  right  to  understand  i)ie  qua- 
lifications of  certain  public  servants,  tbam 
gentlemen  who  were  not  connected  with 
ministers.  As  he  (Mr.  Whitbread)  bad 
not,  like  the  hon.  gentleman,  taken  office, 
there  was  little  doubt  that  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman was  possessed  of  more  information 
on  this  point,  than  he  could  pretend  to. 
But  that  infornaatron,  he  conceived,  ought 
to  be  stated  to  the  House  when  it  was 
called  for.  He  wished  to  make  no  obser« 
vation  that  was  not  founded  in  good  hu- 
mour and  'Sincerity ;  and,  however  be 
might  respect  the  hon.  gentlemah,  he  was 
really  of  opinion,  that  persons  might  be 
found  more  fit  to  fill  the  situation  he  At 
present  held,  than  be  was. 

Mr.  A.  Ward  said,  that  the  attadc  of  the 
hon.  gentleman,  who  vraa  so  fond  of  0tak« 
'  hif  cbargtsi  did  notafleethimf 
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Mr.  WkUbread.-^!  brought  no  charge 
against  the  ■  bon.  gentleman.  All  1  said 
was,  that  a  person  who  was  educated  as  a 
cifiliani  could  not  be  more  capable  of 
judging  of  military  matters  than  members 
of  parliament  in  general  were. 

Mr.  Fronklaad  Lewis  said,  that  when  it 
was  originally  determined  to  form  an  ac- 
curate survey  of  this  country  and  of 
France,  it  was  intended  for  the  benefit  of 
the  two  nations ;  artists  were  selected  from 
each,  and  degrees  were  measured  on  both 
aides  of  the  water.  No  person  thought  of 
danger,  until  it  was  too  late  to  think  of 
preventing  it.  Surveys  of  Kent,  Sussex, 
Essex,  and  a  great  part  of  Dorsetshire, 
were  poblished  under  the  administration 
of  the  duke  of  Richmond.  One  of  two 
conclusions  must,  in  the  present  instance, 
be  come  to*  Either  the  maps  ought  to  be 
published,  with  a  view  to  that  public 
benefit  which  was  originally  intended,  or 
the  project  ought  to  be  abandoned  alto- 
gether, if  danger  were  apprehended  from 
it.  How  could  Government  think  of  pro- 
ceeding with  so  expensive  an  undertaking, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  refuse  to  let  the 
poblic  participate  in  the  benefit  of  it? 
The  whole  of  the  argument  in  favoar  of 
the  concealroeqt  of  those  copper-plates, 
was  uncongenial  with  English  feeling,  and 
reminded  him  of  the  mean  jealousy  of  the 
ChinesjB  and  Spaniards. 

Mr.  P.  Giddy  said,  that  if  the  proba- 
bility of  danger  from  the  publication  of 
those  maps  could  be  clearly  shown,  he 
certainly  thought  it  would  be  right  to 
refuse  them.  But  he  saw  no  reason  to 
apprehend  any  disadvantage  whatever. 
Indeed,  he  understood,  that  a  set  of  maps 
had  been  published   in  France,,  which 

.  (although  the  elevations  were  not  marked 
on  them)  could  very  easily  be  filled  up, 
M  as  to  answer  every  practical  military 
purpose.  He.  had  stated,  last  session,  that 
if  ministers  persevered  in  refusing  those 
maps,  he  should  make  a  motion  on  the 
fubject;  but,  as  it  might  (lave  been  con- 
sidered a  hostile  measure,  he  had  ab- 
stained from  it.  The  hon.  gentleman  had 
stated  to  the  House,  that  it  was  not  expe- 

.dienttogive  any  farther  information ^  on 
ihis  subject;  but  if  some  good  reasons 
were  not -given  in  the  next  session,  for 
withholding  those  maps,  he  should  feel  it 
bis  (duty  to  bring  the  matter  under  the 
consideratbn  of  Uie  House.    In  that  part 

« of  the  country  (Cornwall)  with  which  he 

.was  particularly  connected,  a  Geological 
Society  h|td  bee^  reqentl^  a^tablisbed; 
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they  were  about  to  publish  a  very  large 
map,  six  inches  to  a  mile,  in  which  all  tho 
lodes  s^nd  veins  of  ore  would  be  marked, 
as  well  as  the  elevation  of  the  different 
hills,  which  was  a  point  of  great  import- 
ance in  mining.  If  he  thought  any  public 
disadvantage  was  likely  to  arise  from  the 
publication  of  this  geological  map,  he 
certainly  would  not  put  private  benefit  in 
competition  with  the  safety  of  the  coun- 
try. The  same  remark  would  apply  to 
the  maps  which  had  given  rise  to  this  coiv- 
versation;  from  the  publication  of  which 
he  conceived  no  inconvenience,  and  much 
benefit,  would  be  derived. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  that  Cassini's  maps 
had  not  been  destroyed :  he  had,  in  bis 
possession,  a  very  good  set  of  them.  He 
considered  it  truly  ridiculous  to  apprehend 
any  danger  from  the  publication  of  the 
remainder  of  the  British  survey,  after  the 
enemy  were  placed  in  possession  of  all  the 
information  they  could  possibly  want,  the 
maritime  counties  having  beeifi  already 
published.  The  hon.  gentleman  imagined, 
that  there  was  nothing  connected  with 
those  estimates,  to  which  they  could  ob- 
ject, except  the  grant  which  respected 
maps.  There  was,  however,  a  sum  o€ 
240,000/.  charged  for  fortifications,  in  the 
present  year,  in  this  country,  to  which  he 
strongly  objected.  It  would,  perhaps,  be 
asked,  ''  Do  you  wish  those  fortifications 
to  be  abandoned  ?7  ^^  ^^^  ^^  hesitation 
in  sayiug,  that  he  sincerely  wished  they 
were,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  great 
naval  arsenals  of  Portsmouth  and  Ply- 
mouth. It  was,  perhaps,  expedient  to  have 
them  fortified ;  but  he  believed  there  was 
no  man,  conversant  with  the  military  de- 
fence of  a  country,  who  would  not  say, 
that  the  fortifications  at  Dover  and  Chat- 
ham were  utterly  useless. 

Mr.  Ward  began  to  address  tlie  com- 
mittee, and  was  observing,  that  he  did  not 
repent  any  expression  he  had  made  use 
of,  in  answering  the  hon.  gentleman  op- 
posite—when he  was  interrupted  by 

Mr.  fVhitbread,  who  said,  it  haa  never 
occurred  to  him,  that  any  thing  calling 
for  repentance  had  happened  in  the 
course  of  the  evening.  But,  when  the 
hon.  gentleman  alluded  to  what  .had  pre- 
viously passed,  and  stated,  that  he  did  not 
repent  it,  he  (Mr.  Whitbread)  thought  it 
right  to  call  for  an  explanation  of  the  hon. 
gentleman's  expression. — (Loud  cries  of 
"  Chair !") 

Mr.  Brogden, — I  think  there  has  beea 
too  much  of  personal  attack  and  of  per- 
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soDftl  feeling  in  the  observations  of  the 
hon.  gentlemen.    It  had  better  rest  here. 

Mr.  ffkiibread.'^The  attack  I  conceived 
to  be  parliamentary ;  and  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  met  I  thought  also  to  be 
parliamentary.  But  the  manner  in  which 
the  hon*  gentleman  has  alluded  to  it,  I 
look  upon  to  be  unparliamentary,  and  I 
object  to  it. 

Mr.  tt.  Ward  said,  when  he  stated  that 
be  did  not  repent  any  words  he  had  ot- 
tered, it  was  with  reference  to  a  public 
subject,  and  to  his  conduct  on  that  par- 
ticular subject :  and  he  begged  leave  to 
disclaim  any  wish  to  treat  the  gentle- 
man (whose  private  character  he  highly 
.esteemed)  with  disrespect. 

Mr.  ff7iu^rea^«-7-Tbere  is  a  word  omit- 
ted, which,  situated  as  I  am  before  the 
committee,  ought,  I  think,  to  have  been 
particularly  used.  The  hon.  gentleman 
speaks  of  me,  as  the  "  Gentleman,"  not 
the  "  Honourable  Gentleman.''  This,  I 
take  to  be  unparliamentary. 

Mr.  R,  Ward  meant  to  have  designated 
him  as  the  '^  Honourable  Gentleman.'^  He 
did  not  repent  a  single  word  he  had  said ; 
but,  in  making  this  observation,  he  in- 
tended nothing  personal. 

Mr.  Brogden  was  desirous  that  the  con- 
versation should  cease. 

Mr,  Bemtet  expressed  a  similar  wish ; 
at  the  same  time  observing,  that  there 
was  something  in  the  course  pursued  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  that  very  naturally 
excited  the  notice  of  his  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  R,  Ward  said,  that  with  respect  to 
the  course  he  might  feel  it  necessary  to 
adopt,  he  should  always  fellow  his  own 
discretion.  He  then  proceeded  to  defend 
himself  from  the  charge  of  having  as- 
serted, that  gentlemen  were  not  competent 
to  criticise  military  works,  because  they 
were  not  military  persons.  He  never 
stated  any  such  thing.  He  merely  ob- 
served, when  gentlemen  were  censuring 
military  works,  in  general  terms— calling 
this  ridiculous,  and  that  preposterous— 
that  those  who  understood  the  subject 
better,, thought  otherwise.  £?en  though 
a  civilian,  be  conceived  he  was  quite  com- 
petent to  make  this  remark. 

JVIr.  Whkbread  observed,  that  the  hon. 
gentleman's  profession  of  unrepeotance 
was  quite  unnecessary,  as  he  had  not  been 
called  on  to  repent.  For  his  own  part,  he 
should  not  desist  from  observations  on 
those  estimates  in  future;  and  so  far  the 
hon,  gentleman,  who  was  desirous  of  being 
attacked,  would,  from  the  manner  in  which 
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they  were  brought  forward,  be  pretty  Dure 
to  be  gratified,  as  he  (Mr.  \VhitbreFi(i} 
should  find  it  very  inconsivtent  with  his 
feelings  or  principles  to  sink,  like  some 
other  hon.  gentlemen,  into  perfect  silence 
with  a  good  grace. 

Sir  J.  Newport  asked  why  the  accounts 
of  Ordnance  Contracts,  which  had  bt-en 
ordered,  were  not  laid  before  the  House. 
He  was  well  informed  that  a  provision 
which  had  been  ordered  by  the  law  of 
1782,  to  be  inserted  in  all  contracts  with 
Government,  viz.  that  no  member  of  that 
House  should  participate  in  the  profits, 
had  not  been  inserted  in  those  contracts. 
He  had  also  very  good  information,  that 
in  a  contract  with  another  Board,  »s  ap- 
peai'ed  by  the  answer  to  a  bill  of  (!i<f- 
covery,  two  members  of  the  House  had 
actually  participated.  A  very  ^'ood  pro* 
vision  had  been  inserted  in  thc^  Orc!naocd 
Contracts,  viz.  that  no  clerk  of  ihe  oHicc 
should  participate;  but  this  was  no  j<;>(i- 
flcation  of  the  omission  of  that  which  ihe 
law  required. 

Mr.  R,  Ward  said,  that  as  soon  as  the 
accounts  were  made  out  they  would  be 
presented.  They  had  been  voted  but  ten 
days.  He  could  certainly  state,  that  no 
member  of  parliament  had  entered  into  a 
contract  with  the  Ordnance. 

Mr.  Baring  wished  to  know  whether 
that  provision  which  was  ordered  by  the 
law  of  1782,  had  in  fact  been  inserted  in 
the  Ordnance  Contracts? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  answered, 
that  it  bad  by  inadvertence  been  omitted, 
as  he  had  found  on  inquiry. 

Mr.  H,  Martin  asked  on  what  ground 
the  addition  of  1,500/.  had  been  made  to 
the  salary  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Master* 
general  of  the  Ordnance  ? 
'  Mr,  R.  Ward  answered,  that  formerly 
there  were  two  secretaries,  but  that  in 
1B13  the  experiment  had  been  tried  of 
performing  the  service  by  one,  %vhich  bad 
succeeded.  The  two  secretaries  had  staff 
appointments  in  addition  to  their  salaries, 
and  received  fees  on  warrants.  The  staff 
appointments  were  now  taken  away,  and 
the  fees  were  paid  to  the  account  of  the 
department;  so  that  instead  of  an  increase 
of  expenditure,  tho  public  had  in  fact  saved 
between  1 4  and  1 500^  a  year. 

Mr.  H.  Martin  observed,  that  he  hoped 
the  increase  of  expenre  would  turn  out  to 
be  a  savin«r  in  other  instances;  but  since 
the  year  1810,  when  accounts  of  the  in- 
crease of  salaries  had  first  been  presented 
to  the  House,  there  had  been  au  increase 
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of  allowances  to  the  cfiicers  in  this  depart- 
ment little  short  of  30|()00/. 

Mr.  A.  Ward  said^  the  increase  of  allow- 
ance was  made  to  the  servants  of  the 
pobKc  in  the  Ordnance  Department  in 
proportion  to  their  length  of  service,  on 
certificates  of  good  behaviour.  The  clerks 
were  paid  less  in  the  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment for  the  same  service  than  in  any 
other. 

Mr.  Martin  wished  to  know  on  the 
sabject  of  a  pension  to  colonel  Congreve, 
which  he  should  at  some  future  time  bring 
before  the  House  in  a  speciBc  form,  whe- 
ther  there  was  any  precedent  for  the 
manner  in  which  that  pension  had  origi- 
nated, viz*  by  the  intimation  of  the  Royal 
pleasure  to  the  Master-general  ?  He  should 
•ay  nothing  at  present  of  the  grounds  of 
that  pension,  but  he  merely  wished  to 
know  as  to  the  form,  which  had  been  also 
followed  in  the  case  of  the  pension  to 
colonel  Shrapnell.     . 

Mr.  R.  Ward  said,  the  form  of  proceed- 
ing in  the  case  of  these  two  pensions  was 
the  same  which  had  always  been  followed 
from  time  immemorial  on  the  grant  of  any 
pension  or  allowance  in  this  department, 
tIz.  by  an  intimation  of  the  Royal  pleasure. 

The  Resolutions  were  then  agreed  to. 

Convention  between  Great  Britain 
AND  THE  Netherlands.]  Lord  Castle- 
restgh  presented,  by  command  of  the 
Prince  Regent,  a  copy  of  the  following 

Convention  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  Netherlands;  signed  at 
London,  iSlh  August,  1814. 

In  the  Name  of  the  Most  Holy  and  Undi- 
vided Trinity, 

The  United  Provinces  of  the  Nether- 
lands, under  the  favour  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, having  been  restored  to  their  inde- 
J>endence,  and  having  been  placed  by  the 
oyalty  of  the  Dutch  people  and  the 
achievements  of  the  Allied  Powers,  under 
the  government  of  the  illustrious  House  of 
Orange :  and  his  Britannic  Majesty  being 
desirous  of  entering  into  such  arrange- 
ments with  the  Prince  Sovereign  of  the 
United  Netherlands,  concerning  the  colo- 
nies of  the  said  United  Netherlands,  which 
have  been  conquered  by  his  Majesty's 
arms  during  the  late  war,  as  may  conduce 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  said  State,  and 
may  afford  a  lasting  testimony  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's friendship  and  attachment  to  the 
family  of  Orange,  anu  to  the  Dutch  nation : 
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the  said  High  Contracting  Parties,  equally 
animated  by  those  sentiments  of  cordial 
good-will  and  attachment  to  each  other* 
have  nominated  for  their  plenipotentiaries: 
namely,  his  Majesty  the  King  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, the  right  honourable  Robert  Stewart, 
viscount  Castlereagh,  one  of  his  said 
Majesty's  most  honourable  Privy  Council, 
a  Member  of  Parliament,  Colonel  of  the 
Londonderry  regiment  of  Militia,  Knight 
of  the  most  noble  Order  of  the  Garter,  and 
his  principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  &c. ;  and  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  of  Orange-Nassau,  Prince  Sove- 
reign of  the  United  Netherlands,  his  ex« 
cellency  Henry  Fagel,  his  Ambassador 
extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary  at  the 
Court  of  his  Britannic  Majesty: — who, 
after  having  exchanged  their  full  powers, 
found  in  good  and  due  form,  have  agreed 
to  the  following  articles :—  , 

Art.  1.  His  Britannic  Majesty  engages 
to  restore  to  the  Prince  Sovereign  of  the 
United  Netherlands,  within  the  term  wbicb 
shall  be  hereafter  fixed,  the  colonies,  fac- 
tories, and  establishments  which  were 
possessed  by  Holland  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  late  war,  viz.  on  the  Ist  of 
January,  1 803,  in  the  seas  and  on  the  con- 
tinents of  America,  Africa,  and  Asia ;  with 
the  exception  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
and  the  settlements  of  Demerara,  Esse- 
quibo,  and  Berbice,  of  which  possessions 
the  High  Contracting  Parties  reserve  to 
themselves  the  right  to  dispose  by  a  sop- 
plementary  convention,  hereafter  to  be 
negociated  according  to  their  mutual 
interests ;  and  especially  with  reference 
to  the  provisions  contained  in  the  6th  and 
9th  Articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  signed 
between  his  Britannic  Majesty  and  his 
Most  Christian  Majesty  on  the  SOth  of 
May,  I814u 

Art.  2.  His  Britannic  Majesty  Agrees 
to  cede  in  full  sovereignty  the  island  of 
Banca,  in  the  Eastern  Seas,  to  the  Prince 
Sovereign  of  the  Netherlands,  in  exchange 
for  the  settlement  of  Cochin  and  its  depen- 
dencies on  the  coast  of  Malabar,  which  is 
to  remain  in  full  sovereignty  to  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty. 

Art.  3.  The  places  and  forts  in  the 
colonies  and  settle  men  ts,  which  by  virtue 
of  the  two  preceding  Articles  are  to  be 
ceded  and  exchanged  by  the  two  High 
Contracting  Parties,  shall  be  given  up  in 
the  state  in  which  they  may  be  at  the 
moment  of  the  signaturcT  of  the  present 
Conyention. 
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Art  4.  Hit  Britannic  Majtsty  guaran- 
tees to  the  subjects  of  hia  royal  highness 
Ihe  Prince  Sovereign  of  the  United 
Netherlands,  the  same  facilities,  privileges, 
and  protection,  with  respect  to  commerce 
and  the  security  of  their  property  and 
persons  within  the  limits  of  the  British 
sovereignty  on  the  continent  of  India,  as 
are  now  or  shalT  be  granted  to  the  most 
favoared  nations. 

His  royal  highness  the  Prince  Sovereign, 
on  his  part,  having  nothing  more  at  heart 
than  the  perpetual  duration  of  peace 
between  -  the  Crown  of  England  •  and  the 
United  Netherlands,  and  wishing  to  do 
his  utmost  to  avoid  any  thing  which  might 
affect  their  mutual  good  understanding, 
engages  not  to  erect  any  fortifications  in 
the  establishments  which  are  to  be  restored 
to  him  within  the  limits  of  the  British 
sovereiffnty  upon  the  continent  of  India, 
and  only  to  place  in  those  establishments 
the  number  of  troops  necessary  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  police. 

Art.  5.  Those  colonies,  factories,  and 
establishments  which  are  to  be  ceded  to 
bis  royal  highness  the  Sovereign  Prince 
of  the  United  Netherlands  by  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty,  in  the  seas  or  on  the 
continent  of  America,  shall  be  given  up 
within  three  months,  and  those  which  are 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  within  the 
six  months  which  follow  the  ratification  of 
the  present  Convention. 

ArL  6.  The  High  Contracting  Parties, 
desirous  to  bury  in  entire  oblivion  the  dis* 
sentions  which  have  agitated  Europe, 
declare  and  promise,  that  no  individual  of 
^^atever  rank  or  condition  he  may  be,  in 
the  countries  rrstored  and  ceded  by  the 
present  Treaty,  shall  be  prosecuted,  dis- 
turbed or  molested  in  his  person  or  pro- 
perty,  under  any  pretext  whatever,  either 
pn  account  of  bis  conduct  or  political  opi- 
nions, bis  attachment  either  to  any  of  the 
contracting  parties,  or  to  any  government 
which  has  ceased  to  exist,  or  for  any  other 
reason^except  for  debts  contracted  towards 
individuals,  or  acts  posterior  to  the  date  of 
the  present  Treaty. 

Art.  7.  The  native  inhabitants  and 
aliens  of  whatever  nation  or  condition 
they  may  be,  in  those  countries  which  are 
to  change  Sovereigns,  as  well  in  virtue  of 
the  present  Convention  as  of  subsequent 
an^angements  to  which  it  may  give  rise, 
shall  be  allowed  a  period  of  six  years, 
rec)u>ning^roin  the  exchange  of  the  rati- 
^cations,  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of 
Ibeir  pnqpeirty,  if  they  think  fit^  whether 
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it  be  acquired  before  or  during  the  late 
war,  and  of  retiring  to  whatever  country 
they  may  choose. 

Art.  8.  The  Prince  Sovereign  of  tha 
United  Netherlands,  anxious  to  co-operate^ 
in  the  roost  effectual  manner  with  his  ma* 
jesty  the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  so  as  to  bring 
about  the  total  abolition  of  the  Trade  ii| 
Slaves  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  having 
spontaneously  issued  a  Decree  on  the  15tbi 
of  June,  1814,  wherein  it  is  enjoined,  that 
no  ships  or  vessels  whatever,  destined  for 
the  Trade  in  Slaves,  be  cleared  out  or 
eouipped  in  any  of  the  harbours  or  places 
ot  his  dominions,  nor  admitted  to  the 
forts  or  possessions  on  the  coast  of  Guinea* 
and  that  no  inhabitants  of  that  country- 
shall  be  sold  or  exposed  as  slaves— does 
moreover  hereby  engage  to  prohibit  all 
bis  subjects,  in  the  most  effectual  manner^ 
and,  by  the  most  solemn  laws,  from  taking 
any  share  whatsoever  in  such  inhumaa 
traffic. 

Art.  9.  The  present  Convention  shall 
be  ratified,  and  the  ratifications  shall  bQ 
duly  exchanged  at  London  within  three 
weeks  from  the  date  hereof,  or  sooner  if 
possible. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  the  undersigned 
Plenipotentiaries,  in  virtue  of  our  respecr 
tive  full  powers,  have  signed  the  present 
Convention,  and  have  affixed  thereto  the 
seals  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  London>  the  13th  day  of  August 
1814. 

(L.  S.)     Castlerbagh, 
(L.  S.)    H.  Fageu 

FiaST  ADDITIONAL  ARTICLE. 

In  order  the  better  to  provide  for  the 
defence  and  incorporation  of  the  BelgiQ 
provinces  with  Holland,  and  also  to  prp- 
vide,  in  conformity  to  the  Ninth  Article 
of  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  a  suitable  compen- 
sation for  the  rights  ceded  by  his  Swedish 
Majesty  under  the  said  Article,  (which 
compensation,  it  is  understood,  in  the 
event  of  the  above  re-union,  Holland 
should  be  liable  to  furnish  in  pursuance 
of  the  above  stipulations) ;  it  is  hereby 
agreed  between  the  High  Contracting 
Parties,  that  his  Britannic  Majesty  shaU 
take  upon  hiipself,  and  engage  to  defray- 
the  following  charges : 

1st.  The  payment  of  one  million 
sterling  to  Sweden,  in  satisfaction  of  tha 
claims  aforesaid,  and  in  pursuance  of  % 
Convention  this  day  executed  with  his 
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Swedish  Majesty's  Plenipotentiary  to  that 
elFeci,  a  Copy  of*  which  Convention  is 
annexed  to  these  Additional  Articles. 

2dly.  The  advance  of  two  millions 
sterling,  to  be  applied^  in  concert  with 
the  Prince  Sovereign  of  the  NetherlanAs, 
in  aid  of  an  equal  sum  to  be  furnished  by 
him  towards  augmenting  and  improving 
the  defences  of  the  Low  Countries. 

3rd1y.  To  bear,  equally  with  Holland,, 
such  further  charges  as  may  be  agreed 
tipon  between  tlie  said  High  Contracting 
Parlies  and  their  Allies,  towards  the  final 
and  satisfactory  settlement  of  the  Low 
Countries  in  union  with  Holland^  and 
under  the  dominion  of  the  House  of 
Orange^  not  exceeding,  in  the  whole,  the 
sum  of  three  millions^  to  be  defrayed  by 
Great  Britain. 

In  consideration^  and  in  satisfaction  of 
the  above  engagements,  as  taken  by  his 
Britannic  Majesty,  the  Prince  Sovereign 
of  the  Netherlands- agrees  to  cede  in  full 
Sovereignty  to  his  Britannic  Majesty  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  the  settlements 
of  Demerara,  Essequibo  and  Berbice, 
upon  the  condition  nevertheless,  that  the 
subjects  of  the  said  Sovereign  Prince, 
being  proprietors  in  the  said  colonies  or. 
'settlements,  shall  be  at  liberty  (under  such 
regulations  as  may  hereafter  be  agreed 
upon  in  a  Supplementary  Convention)  to 
carry  on  traae  between  the  said  settle- 
ments and  the  territories  in  Europe- of  the 
said  Sovereign  Prince. 

It  is  also  agreed  between  the  two  High 
Contracting  Parties,  that  the  ships  of  every 
kind  belonging  to  Holland,  shall  have 
permission  to  resort  freely  to  the  Cape  of 
Good '  Hope  for  the  purposes  of  refresh- 
ment and  repairs,  without  being  liable  to 
other  charges  than  such  as  British  subjects 
are  required  to  pay. 

SCCOND  ADDITIONAL  ARTICLE. 

The  small  district  of  Bemagore,  situated 
close  to  Calcutta,  being  requisite  to  the 
due  preservation  of  the  peace  and  police 
of  that  city,  the  Prince  of  Orange  agrees 
to  cede  the  said  district  to  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  upon  a  payment  of  such  sum 
annually  to'  his  Royal  Highness  as  may 
be  considered,  by  commissioners  to  be 
appointed  by  the-  respective  Governments, 
to  be  just  and  reasonable,  with  refer- 
ence  to  the  profits  or  revenue  usually  de- 
rived by  the  Dutch  Gorernmejit  from  the 
4ame« 
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THIRD  ADDITIONAL  ARTICLE. 


The  present  Additional  Articles  shall 
have  the  same  force  and  validity  as  if 
they  were  inserted  word  for  word  in  the 
Convention  signed  this  day.  They  shall 
be  ratified,  and  the  ratifications  shall  be 
exchanged  at  the  same  time  and  place. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  the  undersigned 
Plenipotentiaries  have  signed  and  affixed 
to  them  the  seal  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  London,  this  thirteenth  day  of 
August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fourteen.  (L.  S.)     Castlereagh. 

(L.  S.)    H.  Fagel. 

4 

Convention  between  Great  Britain 
and  Sweden.]  Lord  Castlereagh  pre- 
sented, by  command  of  the  Prince  Regent, 
a  Copy  of  the  following 

Convention  between  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty and  the  King  of  Sweden,  signed 
at  London  the  13  th  August,  1814. 

In  the  name*  of  the  most  Holy  and 
Undivided  Trinity, 

His  Swedish  Majesty,  by  Article  9  of 
the  Treaty  concluded  at  Paris  on  the  SOtb 
of  May  last,  having  consented  in  virtoe 
of  arrangements  stipulated  with  the  Allies, 
that  the  Island  of  Guadalonpe  should  be 
restored  to  his  Most  Christian  Maljesty, 
and  it  being  understood  and  agreed  that 
in  consideration  of  the  incorporation  of 
the  Belgic  provinces  with  Holland,  as  pro* 
vided  for  in  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  Holland 
should  be  liable  to  furnish,  out  of  the 
colonies  now  in  possession  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  the  compensation  to  which  his 
Swedish  Majesty  is  entitled  for  the  rights 
ceded  as  aforesaid  ;  and  whereas  it  has 
been  deemed  more  expedient  by  his 
Swedish  Majesty,  and  by  the  Prince  Sove« 
reign  of  the  Netherlands,  that  in  the  event 
of  such  incorporation  taking  place  as 
aforesaid,  the  compensation  to  be  fur« 
nished  by  Holland,  should  be  made  in 
money;  and  his  Swedish  Majesty  having 
agreed  to  accept  the  sum  of  24  millions 
of  livres  in  full  satisfaction  of  his  saici 
rights :  and  his  Britannic  Majesty,  as  the 
friend  and  ally  of  both  Powers,  being 
willing  to  become  answerable  to  bis 
Swedish  Majesty  for  the  doe  and  punctual 
discharge  of  the  said  compensation,  their 
said  Majesties  have  resolved  to  enter  intd 
engagements  accordingly,  and  have  for 
this  purpose  nominated  as  their  Pleinpo* 
tentiaries,  namely,  his  Mikjesty  the  King 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland^  the  right  boaourahie  Robert 
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Stewart,  viscount  Castlereagb,  one  of  bis  |     Contiiitiom  bbtwebk  Gbeat  Britaiw, 


said  Majesty's  most  honoarable  Privy 
Council,  Member  of  Parliament,  Colonel 
df  the  Londonderry  regiment  of  Militia, 
Knigbt  of  the  most  noble  Order  of  the 
Garter,  and  his  principal  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  &c.  &c. ;  and 
his  Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden,  the 
Sieur  Gottbard  Maurice  de  Rehausen,  his 
Envoy  Extraordinary,  and  Minister  Ple- 
nipotentiary to  bis  Britannic  Majesty, 
Colonel  in  his  Armies,  Commander  of  bis 
Order  of  the  Polar  Star,  and  Knigbt  of 
the  Order  of  the  Sword;  who,  after 
having  exchanged  their  full  powers,  found 
in  good  and  doe  form,  have  agreed  to  the 
following  Articles  :-— 
'  Art.  1 .  His  Britannic  Majesty  agrees 
to  pay,  and  his  Swedish  Majesty  to  ac- 
cept the  sum  of  24>  millions  of  livres,  in 
full  discharge  and  satisfaction  of  his  claims 
under  Articlf  9  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris. 
The  said  sum  to  be  payable  in  London 
to  bis  Swedish  Majesty's  minister,  accord* 
ing  to  the  rate  of  exchange  between 
London  and  Paris  at  each  time  of  pay- 
ment, in  twelve  equal  monthly  instal- 
ments :  the  first  monthly  instalment  to 
become  doe  and  payable  by  his  Britannic 
Majesty  one  month  afler  the  ratification 
of  the  Treaty,  by  which  the  said  Belgic 
provinces  sbaH  be  incorporated  with  Hol- 
land as  aforesaid. 

Art.  2.  It  is  fjgreed  and  understood, 
that  the  above  arrangement  being  con- 
iingent  upon  the  due  execution  of  the 
engagements  contained  in  the  Treaty  of 
Paris,  bis  Swedish  Majesty's  rights  to 
compensation  from  his  Britannic  Majesty 
and  his  Allies,  shall  not  be  prejudiced  by 
any«  failure  or  non-fulfifment  of  the  en- 
gagements in  question,  but  shall  continue 
m  full  force  and  effect,  unless  otherwise 
satisfied,  as 4f  this  Convention  had  not  been 
made. 

The  present  Convention  shall  be  ratified, 
ftnd  the  ratification  shall  be  exchanged  at 
London  within  one  month  from  the  date 
hereof,  or  sooner,  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof,  we,  the  undersigned 
Plenipotentiaries,  in  virtue  of  our  respec- 
tive full  powers,  have  signed  the  present 
Convention,  and  have  affixed  thereto  the 
■eals  of  our  arms. 

*    Done   at   London,  this    13th ,  day   of 
August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1814. 
(L.  S.)        Castlbrbagh. 
(L,  S.)       G.  M.  db  Rbhausen. 


THB  Netherlands,  and  Russia.]  Lord 
Castlereagh  also  presented,  by  command 
of  the  Prince  Regent,  the  following   • 

Substance  of  a  Convention  between  bis 
Britannic  Majesty,  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands,  and  the  Emperor  oC 
Russia,  respectively.^ — Signed  at  Lon- 
don, May  19,  1815. 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Nether- 
lands, being  desirous,  upon  the  final  re* 
union  of  the  Belgic  provinces  with 
Holland,  to  render  to  the  Allied  Powers 
who  were  parties  to  the  Treaty  concluded 
at  Chaumont  on  the  1st  of  March  1814,  a 
suitable  return  for  the  heavy  expense  in- 
curred by  them  in  delivering  the  said  ter- 
ritories from  the  power  of  the  Enemy,  and 
the  said  Powers  having,  in  consideration 
of  arrangements  made  with  each  other, 
mutually  agreed  to  wave  their  several 
pretensions  under  this  head  in  favour  of 
his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  All  the  Ros* 
sias;  his  said  IVIajesty  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands  has  thereupon  resolved  to 
proceed  immediately  to  execute  with  bif 
Imperial  Majesty,  a  Convention  to  the 
following  effect,  to  which  his  Britannic 
Majesty  agrees  to  be  a  party,  in  pursuance 
of  engagements  taken  by  bis  said  Majesty 
with  the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  in  a 
Convention  signed  at  London  on  the  1 3th 
day  of  August  18 14. 

In  conseciuence  thereof,  the  three  said 
High  Contracting  Parties'  have  appointed 
as  their  Plenipotentiaries,  viz.  his  Majesty 
the  King  of  the  United  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  the  right  hon.  Robert 
Stewart,  Viscount  Castlereagh,  Knight  of 
the  most  noble  Order  of  the  Garter,  one  of 
bis  said  Majelty's  most  honourable  Privy 
Council,  Member  of  Parliament,  Colonel 
of  the  Londonderry  regiment  of  Militia^ 
principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  &c.  &c.  &c» ;  bis  Majesty  the 
King  of  the  Netherlands,  the  Sieur  Henry 
Baron  Fagel,  a  member  of  the  Corps  des 
Nobles  of  the  Province  of  Holland,  his 
Ambassador .  Extraordinary  and  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  his  Britannic  Majesty,  &c,  &c. 
&c.;  and  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
All  the  Rossias,  the  Sieur  Christopher 
Count  de  Lieven,  Lieutenant-general  .  of 
his  armies,  his  Aide-de-Camp  General,  bis 
Ambassador  Extraordinary  and  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  his  Britannic  Majesty,  Knigbt 
of  the  Orders  of  St.  Alexander  Newsky^ 
of  St  George  of  the  the  third  class. 
Grand  Cross  of  St.  Vladimir  of  the  secpnd 
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class^  of  St.  Anne  of  the  first  class.  Com- 
mander of  the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jeru- 
salem, Knight  of  the  Prussian  Orders  of 
the  Black  and  Red  Eagles,  and  Comman- 
der Grand  Cross  of  the  Svredish  Order  of 
the  Sword,  Sec.  &c.  8tc,,  who,  after  having 
mutually  exchanged  their  full  powers, 
found  in  good  and  due  form,  have  agreed 
upon  the  following  Articles:— ^ 

Art.  1.  His  Majesty  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands  hereby  engages  to  tarke  upon 
himself  a  part  of  the  capital  and  arrears 
of  interest  to  the  Ist  of  January  1816,  of 
the  Russian  loan  made  in  Holland,  through 
the  intervention  of  the  house  of  Hope  and 
Co.  in  Amsterdam^  to  the  amount  of  25 
millions  of  florins,  Dutch  currency ;  the 
annual  interest  of  which  sura»  together 
with  an  annual  payment  for  the  liquida- 
tion of  the  same,  as  hereinafter  specified, 
shall  be  borne  by  and  become  a  charge 
upon  the  kingdom  of  the  Netherlands ; 
and  hit  Majesty  the  King  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  en- 
gages on  his  part  to  recommend  to  his 
Parliament  to  enable  him  to  take  upon 
himself  an  equal  capital  of  the  said  Russian 
loan,  viz.  25  millions  of  florins,  Dutch 
currency*  the  annual  interest  of  which 
sum,  together  with  an  annual  payment  for 
the  liquidation  of  the  same,  as  hereafter 
specified,  shall  be  borne  by  and  become  a 
charge  upon  the  Government  of  bis  Bri- 
tannic Majesty. 

Art.  2.  The  future  charge  to  which 
their  said  Belgic  and  Britannic  Majesties 
shall  be  respectively  liable,  in  equal  shares, 
on  account  of  the  said  debt,  is  to  consist 
of  an  annual  interest  of  5  per  cent,  on  the 
said  capitals,  each  of  25  millionsi  together 
with  a  sinking  fund  of  one  per  cent,  for 
the  extinction  of  the  same ;  the  said  sink- 
ing fund  being  subject,  however,  to  be 
increased  on  the  demand  of  the  Russian 
Government,  to  any  annual  ^sum  not  ex- 
ceeding three  per  cent.,  the  same  to  be 
payable  till  the  capital  of  the  said  debt 
shall  be  fully  discharged,  when  the  afore* 
said  charge  for  interest  and  sinking  fund 
shall  wholly  cease  to  be  borne  by  their 
said  Belgic  and  Britannic  Majesties  re- 
spectively. 

Art.  3.  Their  said  Belgic  and  Britannic 
Majesties  respectively  bind  themselves, 
qn  or  before  the  usaal  day,  or  days  in 
each  year,  on  which  the  interest  on  the 
said  debt  shall  be  due  and  payable,  to 
deposit  with  the  agent,  of  the  Russian  Go- 
vernment in  Holland,  their  respective  pro* 
portions  of  the  said  i/itjerest  and  sinkiog 
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fund,  as  above  specified;  provided  al- 
ways, that  previously  to  the  advance  of 
each  successive  instalment  so  to  be  paid, 
the  said  agent  shall  be  authorized  to  fur- 
nish a  certificate  to  each  of  the  said  two 
High  Contracing  Parties,  declaring  that 
the  preceding  instalment  has  been  daly 
applied  in  discharge  of  the  interest,  and 
in  reduction  of  the  principal  of  the  said 
debt,  together  with  the  corresponding 
payments,  on  account  of  the  Russian  Go- 
vernment, on  that  part  of  the  debt  which 
shall  remain  a  charge  on  the  said  Govern- 
ment. 

Art.  4.  The  Russian  Government  shall 
continue  as  heretofore  to  be  security  to 
the  creditors  for  the  whole  of  the  said 
loan,  and  shall  be  charged  with  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  same ;  the  Governments 
of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  and  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty,  remaining  liable  and 
bound  to  the  Government  of  his  Imperial 
Majesty,  each  for  the  punctual  discharge, 
as  above,  of  the  respective  proportions  of 
the  said  charge. 

Art.  5.  It  is  hereby  understood  and 
agreed  between  the  High  Contracting 
Parties,  that  the  said  payments,  on  the 
part  of  their  Majesties  the  King  of  the 
Netherlands,  and  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain as  aforesaid,  shall  cease  and  determine, 
should  the  possession  and  sovereignty 
(which  God  forbid)  of  the  Belgic  pro- 
vinces at  any  time  pass  or  be  severed  from 
the  dominions  of  his  Majesty  the  Eling  of 
the  Netherlands,  previous  to  the  complete 
liquidation  of  the  same. 

It  is  also  understood  and  agreed  between 
the  High  Contracting  Parties,  that  the 
payments  on  the  part  of  their  Majesties 
the  King  of  the  Netherlands,  and  the 
King  of  Great  Britain  as  aforesaid,  shall 
not  be  interrupted,  in  the  event  (which 
God  forbid)  of  a  war  breaking  out  between 
any  of  the  three  High  Contracting  Parties^ 
the  Government  of  his  Majesty  the  Em- 
peror of  all  the  Russias  being  actually 
bound  to  its  creditors  by  a  similar  agree- 
ment. 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

Monday,  June  12. 

Offices  in  Reversion.]  Earl  Groive* 
nor  stated,  that  considering  the  advanced 
'period  of  the  session,  it  was  necessary  that 
the  Reversion  Bill  should  be  brought  to  a 
second  reading  without  delay.  He  had 
been  desirous  to  wait  till  a  time  when  he 
could  be  assured  that  the  uoble  and  learned 
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lord  who  usually  sat  on  the  woolsack 
could  be  in  the  House,  and  he  hoped  that 
the  noble  lord  would  be  able  to  attend 
before  Friday;  but  he  did  not  at  any  rate 
think  it  would  be  proper  to  postpone  the 
second  reading  beyond  Friday,  and  there- 
fore he  gave  notice  that  he  would  make 
the  motion  on  that  day. 

Lord  Eilcnborouji^h  adverted  to  the  cir- 
cumstance that  the  opinion  of  the  House 
had  been  lately  taken  three  times  on 
'this  subject,  and  that  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  alluded  to  had  taken  a  large 
share  in  the  discussions  which  took  place 
on  those  occasions.  He  therefore  sug- 
gested that  the  second  reading,  according 
to  the  usual  courtesy  shown  by  their 
lordships  to  each  other,  ought  not  to  be 
proposed  at  a  time  when  the  noble  and 
learned  lord  might  not  be  able  to  attend. 
There  were  strong  hopes  that  he  would 
very  soon  be  able  to  attend  in  his  place ; 
but  in  case  he  should  not  be  there  on  Fri- 
day, he  trusted  the  noble  lord  would  not 
then  press  the  second  reading. 

Earl  Grosvenor  agreed  to  name  Monday 
instead  of  Friday,  but  stated,  that  con- 
sidering the  time  of  the  session,  he  could 
riot  accede  to  any  further  delay.— >The 
Lords  were  ordered  to  be  summoned  for 
Monday. 

Convention  between  Great  Britain 
AND  the  Netherlands-^Russian  Debt.] 
Lord  St,  John,  after  adverting  to  the  Con- 
vention between  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  Netherlands,  which  had  the  other 
day  been  laid  on  the  table,  stated,  that 
there  appeared  in  that  document  a  stipu- 
lation, with  respect  to  which  it  was  de- 
sirable that  their  lordships  and  the  coun- 
try should  have  some  explanation.  He 
alluded  to  that  part  of  the  Convention  by 
which  we  agreed,  in  conjuuction  with  the 
King  of  the  United  Netherlands,  to  take 
upon  ourselves  a  part  of  the  capital  and 
interest  of  a  loan  contracted  by  Russia 
with  certain  Dutch  merchants.  A.  very 
general  impression  prevailed  in  the  coon- 
try,  that  part  of  this  loan  was  contracted 
by  Russia  for  the  carrying  on  of  that  war 
which  ended  in  the  cession  of  Oczakow  to 
that  Power ;  a  measure  which  this  country, 
out  of  its  anxiety  to  preserve  the  balance 
of  Europe,  had  opposed.  Another  part 
of  that  loan  was  said  to  have  been  con- 
tracted for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
those  operations  which  terminated  in  the 
subversion  of  the  constitution  of  Poland. 
Could  the  noble  earl  opposite  gi?e  the  House 


any  explanation  on  this  point  ?  He  should 
be  sorry,  indeed,  if  this  country  were  to 
be  called  upon  to  take  upon  itself  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  contracted  for  any  such 
purposes  as  those  which  he  had  mention- 
ed ;  and,  therefore,  he  was  most  anxious 
to  hear  from  the  noble  earlsome  explana* 
tion  on  the  subject,  which  would  at  least 
relieve  the  country  from  so  severe  a  mor- 
tification. If  the  noble  earl  would  have 
the  goodness  to  state  to  the  House  the 
dates  of  the  periods  at  which  th^  loans 
were  contracted,  the  House  and  the  coun* 
try  would  be  enabled  to  form  some  judg^ 
ment  as  to  the  objects  for  which  the 
money  was  raised. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  he  was 
disposed  to  give  the  noble  lord  and  the 
House  all  the  explanation  on  the  subject 
which  he  could  give;  but  he  really  did 
not  know  what  were  the  dates  of  the  pe« 
riods  at  which  these  loans  were  contracted, 
nor  with  what  views  the  ddbt  had  been 
originally  incurred,  nor  did  he  conceive 
that  these  matters  had  any  thing  what* 
ever  to  do  with  the  merits  of  the  question 
in  the  shape  in  which  it  at  present  came 
before  their  lordships.  He  did  not  mean, 
at  this  moment,  to  enter  into  any  detailed 
discussion  of  that  question :  but  the  state 
of  the  case  was  exactly  this :— -The  great 
exertions  which  Russia  had  lately  made 
in  the  common  cause,  and  the  distressed 
state  of  the  finances  of  that  empire,  were 
both  well  known  to  all  Europe.  An  ap- 
plication had,  under  these  circumstances, 
been  made  to  Great  Britain,  to  take  upon 
itself'the  payment  of  a  part  of  a  certain 
debt  which  Russia  had  contracted;  and 
from  a  consideration  of  the  vast  exertions 
which  Russia  had  made  in  the  cause  of 
Europe,  and  the  distressed  state  of  her 
finances,  it  had  been  thought  that  the  pro- 
position was  entitled  to  some  favourable 
attention.  On  this  account  the  ministers 
of  the  Government  had  thought  themselves 
justi6ed  in  taking  upon  themselves  to  re- 
commend to  the  British  Parliament  to 
enable  the  Prince  Regent  to  become 
bound  for  the  payment  of  a  part  of  the 
Russian  debt.  This  might  be  wise  policy, 
or  it  might  not.  He  should  not  now  enter 
into  that  question,  though  he  was  per- 
fectly prepared  to  argue  the  point  when 
the  proper  time  came  :  but  the  object  was 
merely  to  relieve  Russia  from  a  part  of 
this  pressure,  for  the  reasons  which  he  hud 
stated,  without  reference  to  the  cause  for 
which  the  debt  had  been  originally  in- 
curred, or  the  period  when  it  was  con- 
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tracted.  These  we^e  considerations  which, 
in  the  view  taken  of  the  case  by  the  Bri- 
tish Government,  bad  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  the  present  question  :  but  con* 
tidering  the  prodi{;ious  exertions  v^ich 
had  been  made  bv  Russia  in  the  late  cam* 
paign  for  the  great  cause  in  which  the 
Allies  were  engaged,  he  did  maintain,  and 
would  be  ready  to  argue  at  length  when 
the  proper  occaiion  arose,  that  this  cir- 
cumstance, combined  with  the  actual 
pressure  on  the  Russian  finances,  did 
afford  a  strong  ground  for  receiving  the 
proposition  with  the  most  favourable  at- 
tention. 

Earl  Grey  said,  that  he  was  very  far,  in* 
deed,  from  being  satisfied  with  the  expla- 
nation which  the  noble  earl  had  given  on 
a  subject  which|  under  the  present  circum- 
atances  of  the  country,  must  be  regarded 
as  one  of  the  greatest  importance.  He  did 
not  mean  at  this  period  of  the  session,  and 
with  the  sort  of  attendance  which  he  should 
be  likely  to  procure,  to  bring  forward  any 
formal  motion  on  the  subject;  but  be  could 
,DOt  suffer  this  opportunity  to  pass,  the 
last  which  he  should  probably  have  for 
the  present,  without  making  some  observa- 
^tionsupon  this  lavish  expenditure  of  the 
public  money,  and  the  careless  indiffe- 
rence which  appeared  in  this  as  well  as  in 
otjier  instances,  about  heaping  the  most 
enormous  burthens  on  the  oppressed  and 
deluded  people  of  this  country.  His  noble 
friend  had  state4  the  general  impression 
which  prevailed  that  this  debt,  for  the  pay- 
ment of  part  of  which  this  country  was  to 
become  bound,  had  bee  r  contracted  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  oa  the  operations 
which  ended  in  the  cession  of  Oczakow  to 
]$ussia,  and  he  had  very  properly  asked, 
whether  it  was  possible  that  this  nation 
was  at  last  to  be  called  upon  to  pay  the 
debt  incurred  by  that  loan,  which  had 
enabled  Russia  to  carry  those  measures 
into  execution  which  Great  Briuin  had 
opposed,  on  the  ground  of  their  tendency 
to  subvert  the  balance  of  Europe.  This, 
in  his  opinion,  was  a  most  material  ques- 
tion, and  one  which  well  deserved  their 
lordships  most  serious  attention.  But  the 
noble  earl  bad  said,  that  this  consideration 
bad  nothing  to  do  with  the  question ;  and 
defended  the  stipulation  on  the  ground  of 
the  great  exertions  made  by  Russia,  and 
the  pressure  upon  ihe  finances  of  that 
country.  The  exertions  of  Russia,  how- 
ever, were  made  in  a  cause  common  to  all; 
in  a  cause  in  which  Russia  was  no  less  in- 
terested than  the  rest  of  the  confederates. 
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In  the  course  of  this  long  war,  (for  it  might 
be  considered  as  one  continued  war  froaa 
1793  down  to  this  moment,)  had  the  exer- 
tions of  this  country  been  inferior  to  those 
of  Russia,  or  any  other  Power  of  Europe  ? 
This  nation  had  made  its  proportion  of 
exertion,  and  had  suffered  its  full  share  of 
the  burthen;  and  wdy,  in  a  cause  common 
to  all,  should  it  be  called  upon  to  take  upon 
itself  an  additional  burthen  which  did  not 
properly  belong  to  it  ?   Look  at  the  ex- 
penditure of  the   present  year:     it  was 
absolutely  frightful.    If  any  credit  was 
due  to  the  rumours  that  prevailed  out  of 
doors,  the  loan  for  the  present  year  would 
amount  to  no  less  a  sum  than  36  millions 
sterling.     Besides  tliis,    there   had    been 
issued  18  millions  of  Exchequer-bills,  and 
to  all  this  was  to  be  added  a  vote  of  credit 
of  6  millions,  making  in  all  60  millions 
sterling.     Let  it  be  recollected,  that  this 
enormous  sum  was  to  be  raised  at  a  time 
when  taxes  unknown  to  our  ancestors  had 
been  resorted  to  in  order  to  raise  a  large 
proportion  of  the  sums  necessary  for  the 
expenditure  of  the  year,  and  that,  too,  for 
the  very  purpose  of  keeping  down  the 
capital  of  the  national  debt ;  but  at  a  time 
when  twenty  millions  of  war  taxes  were 
collected,  a  sum  three  times  that  amoant 
was  raised  in  the  manner  he  had  stated, 
making  an  addition  to  the  capital  of  the 
national  debt  of  about  one  hundred  mil- 
lions.   It  was  absolutely  impossible  they 
could  go  on  in  this  manner  without  speedy 
and  irretrievable  ruin«   At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  revolutionary  war,  if  he  was 
not  mistaken,  the   whole  capital  of  the 
national  debt  was  about  240  millions ;  and 
now, .  after  the  unparalleled  burthens  to 
which  the  country  had  been  exposed  in 
this  war  which  had  lasted  ever  since  1793 
— ^for  during  the<whoIe  period  we  never 
bad  really  enjoyed  the  blessings  of  peace 
—an  amount  of  capital  was  in  a  single 
year  to  be  added  to  the  debt,  nearly  equal 
to  one  half  of  the  whole  of  it  at  the  com- 
mencement   of   the  revolutionary    war  ? 
Yet  under  these  circumstances  the  coun- 
try was  to  be  called  upon  to  take  upon 
itself  additional  burthens,  which  no  con- 
sideration of  justice  or  sound  policy  re- 
quired that  it  should  bear.    Never  were 
burthens  imposed  with  less  reason  upon 
an  oppressed  and  deluded  people;   and 
the  result  of  such  a  lavish  and  inconsiderate 
expenditure  must  at  last,  he  repeated,  be 
irretrievable  ruin.    Besides  this  payment 
on  account  of  Russia,  there  was  another 
sun  of  tyro  millions,  and  possibly  of  fiv» 
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mitlions  to  be  paid  to  Holland  for  augment- 
ing and  improving  the  defences  of  the 
Low  Coontries ;  and  this,  too,  deserved  the 
most  serious  attention  of .  their  lordships. 
Thin  expenditure  he  considered  as  entirely 
useless.  If  the  arrangements  made  at 
Vienna  had  been  brought  under  considera- 
tion, he  would  have  contended,  that  the 
incorporation  of  the  Low 'Countries  witb 
Holland  was  a  most  impolitic  measure. 
He  should  have  preferred  infinitely  to 
kave  her  colonies  witb  Holland,  and  give 
ap  the  Netherlands  to  some  third  power 
capable  of  defending  them.  But  as  for 
those  sums  employed  in  the  repair  of  the 
fortresses  on  the  frontiers,  be  considered 
them  as  entirely  thrown  awa^.  As  a  mea- 
sure of  defence,  or  for  any  other  good  pur- 
pose, he  considered  it  as  perfectly  nuga- 
tory. A-*.  to  the  advances  to  Holland  in 
lien  of  her  colonies,  he  protested  that  if 
those  colonies  had  been  ofTered  to  him 
gratuitously  he  would  have  declined 
accepting  them  ;  for,  instead  of  being  an 
advantage  to  this  country,  he  was  con- 
vinced they  would  be  only  another  bur- 
then added  to  those  with  which  the  nation 
was  already  so  heavily  loaded.  He  did 
not,  as  he  had  before  stated,  mean  to  go 
at  length  into  the  subject;  but  as  this 
opportunity  had  presented  itself,  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  allow  it  to  pass 
without  thus  stating  to  their  lordships  the 
impression  made  on  his  mind  by  the  papers 
now  laid  on  their  lordships'  table,  and^the 
state  in  which  the  country  was  placed 
under  these  circumstances  of  enormous 
and  lavish  expenditure. 

The  £arl  of  Livcrpooi  said,  it  was  not  his 
intention  to  go  at  targe  into  this  subject 
now ;  bat  after  what  had  just  fallen  from 
the  noble  earl  who  spoke  last,  it  was  im- 
possible for  him  not  to  say  a  few  words. 
He  had  before  said,  and  he  still  main- 
tained, that  the  prodigious  exertions  made 
by  Russia  in  the  common  cause,  aild  the 
distressed  state  of'her  finances,  entitled  the 
proposition  to  take  upon  us  a  part  of  this 
debt'  to  our  favourable  consideration. 
True,  the  exertions  of  Russia  were  made 
in  a  common  cause ;  but  let  it  be  recol- 
lected that  the  exertions  of  Russia  had 
ffOne  much  beyond  what  was  necessary 
for  her  own  security.  After  the  enemy 
had  been  driven  from  her  own  territory, 
and  at  a  time  when  she  might  have  made 
peace  with  much  less  danger  than  any 
other  power  in  Europe,  she  still  continued, 
in  spite  of  the  deraogsri  state  of  her 
finances,  to  make  exertions    chiefly  in 
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favour  of  the  rest  of  Europe,  such  as  had 
never  been  surpassed  by  any  nation  in  the 
world.    True,  this  country,  too,  had  made 
its  exertions,  and^ad  endured  its  burthens. 
No  one  could  be  more  sensible  than  he 
was  how  much  this  was  the  case.    The 
situation  which  he  held  necessarily  gave 
him  the  means  of  being  peculiarly  able  to 
appreciate  the  burthens  and  privations  to 
which  the  nation  was.  exposed;   but   it 
ought  never  to  be  forgotten,  that  during 
the  whole  of  this  eventful  struggle  this 
favoured  country  had  never  been  the  scene 
of  foreign  invasion.   It  had  at  least  escaped 
that  dreadful  devastation-^those  tremen- 
dous calamities— with  which  the  progress 
of  the  invader  must  have  been  attended  £ 
and  when  we  looked  at  Ihe  exertions  and 
sacriRces  of  Russia  as  compared  with  our 
own,  let  u6  consider  what  would  have  been 
the  situation  of  this  country  if  a  great  part 
of  it  had  been  occupied  by  the  enemy  ;  iC 
our   territory    had    been    ravaged,    and 
London  had  been  laid  in  ashes  !   He  was 
well  aware' of  the  efTorta  which  this  coun- 
try had  made — of  the  burthens  which  it 
had  endured — of  the  privations  which  it 
had  suffered  during  the  period  which  the 
noble  earl  had  mentioned :  but  it  was  a 
most  erroneous  view  of  the  subject  to  look 
at  it  in  that  light  merely.    This  country- 
had,  indeed,  made  exertions,  and  suffered 
much  and  severe  privations ;   but  let  the 
effect  of  these  exertions  and  privations  be 
also  taken  into  account. '  To  what  did  we 
owe  our  present  state  of  comparative  secu- 
rity and  prosperity-— to  what  did  we  owe 
the  preservation  even  of  our  existence  ? 
When  we  looked,  therefore,  atour  burthens, 
let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  to  our  patient 
endurance  of  those  burthens,  to  our  per- 
severing exertions,  we  owed  the  compara- 
>  tive  security  and  prosperity,  probably  the 
salvation  of  our  country.    Considering, 
then^  the  vast  exertions  of  Russia  beyond 
her  own  territory,  the  great  advantage 
which  we  derived  from  those  exertions^ 
and  the  state  of  the  Russian  finances,  be 
would  confidently  submit  to  ,their  lordships 
and  the  country,  that  the  engagement  o( 
ministers  was  fully  justified  by  the  soundest 
views  of  policy  and  expediency.    He  ad- 
mitted that  it  was  not  a  claim  of  strict  and 
rigid  justice,  but  an  appeal  to  the  liberality 
of  this  country  ;  but  be  trusted  their  lofd* 
ships  and  the  nation  at  large  would  concur 
with  the  Government  in  thinking,  that  it 
was  an  appeal  which,  under  the  circum- 
stances, merited  the  most  favourable  at- 
tention and  consideration*    With  respect 
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to  the  rams  to  be  advanced  to  ilolland, 
tbeir  lordships  woold  observe  that  only  two 
millions  were  to  be  paid  at  present.— The 
noble  earl  bad^  said,  tba%  the  money  ex- 
pended on  the  frontier  fortresses  was 
thrown  away:  bat  in  that  respect  his 
opinion  was  widely  diflferent  from  that  of 
the  most  eminent  military  characters ; 
and  on  a  former  occasion  it  had  been  arged 
with  considerable  force,  that  this  was  by 
far  the  cheapest  mode  in  which  the  great 
interests  which  this  country  had  in  the 
protection  of  the  Netherlands  could  be 
•ecored.  The  expense  of  one  campaign 
to  repair  the  mischief  that  might  resolt 
from' the  want  of  these  fortresses  would  be 
greattirthan  that  which  would  be  required 
tb  put  the  whole,  of  the  frontier  in  a  com- 
plete state  of  defence.  This,  therefore, 
was  an  expense  which  was  warranted  by 
every  consideration  of  sonnd  policy*,  and 
even  of  an  enlightened  economy.  With 
regard  to  the  colonies,  they  weraln  many 
respects  of  great  importance  to  this  coun- 
try, but  particularly  so  in  this  view— that 
they  were  in  a  great  measure  cultivated 
by  British  capital.  Without  going  further 
into  the  subject  at  present,  he  trusted  their 
lordships  would  be  of  opinion  that  th^ 
ministers  of  Government  had  not  departed 
from  the  line  of  their  duty*  but  bad^  upon 
a  sound  view  of  the  whole  circumstances 
of  the  case,  acted  in  the  manner  best  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  permanent  interests 
of  the  coontry» 

Earl  Gr^  conceived  the  security  of 
which  the  noble  earl  boasted^  to  be  good 
for  nothing,  and  to  be  just  so  much  money 
thrown  away.  It  woold  have  been  better 
to  hafe  left  the  Sovereign  of  Holland  his 
colooieij  and  to  have  givea  the  Nether- 
lands to  some  third  Power,  capable  of  de* 
fending  them.  ' 

The  Earl  of  Lmrpoo/ said,  that  the  opi- 
nion of  the  noble  earl  on  thissobject  was 
at  variance  with  the  opinion  of  the  firat 
military  adthorities. 


Naval  AoMiNisTaATioN  of  tbb  Cod»- 
TBY.]  The  Earl  of  DanUy  rose  and  said  ; 
^  My  lords;  Under  the  most  favourable 
circumstances— with  public  attention;  per- 
fectly alive  to'  the  subject,  and  with  all 
the  charms  of  novelty  to  recommend  it«-*I 
«m  not  vaiii  enough  to  imagine  thai  any 
thing  brought  forward  by  me  can  have 
much  claim  to  the  attention  of  tl|e  House; 
but  when  I  consider  the  many  ancf  unusual 
disadvantages  under  which  I  labour  on  the 
present  occaaion,  t  am  under  the  necessity 


of  soliciting  a  more  than  usual  portion  of 
your  lordships'  indulgence.  Nothing,  in- 
deed, but  a  sense  of  duty,  and  the  desire 
to  appear  consistent,  would  have  induced 
me,  at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  with 
other  objects  of  more  immediate  interest, 
and  of  greater  importance  than  this  (how- 
ever important  I  may  still  think  it)  preas- 
injg  upon  your  attention,  to  .attempt,  to 
divert  it  for  a  moment,  to  the  mass  of 
papers  on  your  table,  for  which  I  have 
moved. in  order  to  prove  the  assertions  I 
have  .heretofore  made,  on  the  conduct  of 
the  late  War  with  ^^merica,  and  more 
especially  the  Naval  Administration  of  the 
Country.  1  certainly  could  have  wished 
that  the  task^of  calling  your  attention  to 
this  subject  had  originally  fallen  into  other 
and  better  hands.  I  am  fully  aware  of  the 
difficulty  of  doing  justice  to  so  extensive 
and  complicated  a  subject;  and  I  think  I 
have  some  reason  to  complain  that,  among 
near  a  thousand  members,  of  which  the 
two  Houses  of  Parliament  are  collectively 
composed,  there  should  be  found  no  one* 
bnt  the  humble  individual  who  hasnoir 
the  honour  of  addressing  your,  lordships, 
to  call  for  an  inquiry  into  those  repeated 
naval  disasters,  which  more  than  two  years 
since  first  impelled  me  irresistibly  to  being 
forward  that  most  interesting  subjecu 

On  that  occasion,  your  lordships,  it  k 
true,  thought  fit  to  reject  my  motion  for 
inouiry ;  but  I  have  the  satisfaction  to 
reflect,  tbat'your  time  was  not  altogether 
thrown  away.  I  flatter  myself  that  my 
attempt  to  direct  the  attention  of  Govern- 
ment more  particularly  to  the  cauaea.of 
the  disasters  of  which  I  complained  did 
not  altogether  fall.  Certain  it  is,  that* 
from  whatever  cwse,  abonubat  time  .they 
beg^  to'  equip  and  construct  a  larger 
descriptioii  of  frigates,  of  which  there  are 
at  present,  as  appeara  by  one  of  the  papers 
on  the  tehlOf. twelve  in  comminiooj  whereas 
at  that  time  there  was  not,  one.;  the  £a- 
dymiopf  the  only  one  in  existence,  not 
having  then  been  fitted  out.  The  man* 
ning,  however,  of  ships,  is  of  far  more 
consequence  than  their  constructipn» ,  For 
I  will  venture  to  assert  that  the  difference 
of  a  few  more  guns  is  comparatively  of 
liule  impprlance,  provided  the  tw^  abips 
opposed  to  each  other  are  upon  sesnethiBg 
like  an  equality  in  the  number. and  de- 
scription of  their  ccew«  I  baUeve^  if  the 
ships  liad  been  tolerably  wejil  manpedjtbe 
three  successive  disasters  of  the  Goeriiere^ 
the  Macedonia%  and  the  Java,  wosdd-not 
have  taken  place.    The  hmt  of.tbeee.waf 
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the  imihiediate  cause  of  my  htring  ori« 
ginaily  brought  the  subject  before  the 
HoQte ;  atid  I  canuoi  but  recollect  that 
(be  noble  ionl  at  the  bead  of  ^tbe  Ad- 
ttiraity  on  Chat  occasion  stated,  that  at 
least  the  Java  was  adequately  mannedv 
in  point  of  nusabers  she  certaini v  was ; 
but  injustice  to  thememory  of  her  gallant 
and  lamented  cooamanden  I  roost  now 
state,  what  I  have  lately  learnt  from  the 
best  authority,  that  the  crew  of  the  Jara 
was  of  the  worst  possible  description,  com* 
posed,  in  the  first  place,  of  a'  small  and 
weak  crew  of  a  frigate,  paid  off  in  the 
rifer,  and  sent  to  Portsmouth  just  before 
the  ship  sailed,  and  made  up  to  tbe  nam* 
ber  wanted  by  that  of  a  sloop  of  war  sent 
home  from  the  West  lodies,  for  having 
shown  sjrmptoms  of  mutiny^  and  disinclt* 
nation  to  fight  against  the  Americans^ 
Captain  Lambert  was  so  well  aware  of  the 
nature  of  his  ship's  complement,  that  no- 
thing  but  a  s^ose  of  duty,  paramoont  to 
erery  other  eonslHeratioo,  would  have  in- 
duced him  to  go  to  sea  with  them  $  %ni 
he  was  beard  to  declare,  that  in  the  event 
of  blling  in  with  an  American  frigate  he 
must  inevitably  be  taken.  Yet  notwith- 
standing the  disadvantage  of  such  a  crew, 
which  he  had  n6t  any  time  to  discipline 
or  arrange,  in  the  welUfooght  action, 
which  terminated  in  the  destroclion  of 
himielfatid  his  ship,  by  a  (be  in  every 
respect  so  much  superior,  he  not  only  did 
Hot  decline  the  contest,  but  was  uniformly 
the  assailant.  Since  tbe  destruction  of  the 
Java,  no  disaster  of  the  same  nature  has 
happened  in  the  case  of  Mgtuks ;  bat  mady 
circumstances  have  taken  place  equally 
disastrous  in  tbe  cispture  and  destruction 
of  sloops  of  war.  The  midotes  of  the 
courts-martial  in  two  of  these  cases  nre  on 
the  uble,  in  consequence  of  motions  made 
by  me;  and  your  lordships  will  see,  by 
referring  to  these  decbments,  that  in  point 
of  siae  add  gons,L  and  still  more  in  the  in- 
adeqoacy  of  their  craws,  the  British  vessels 
had  no  chance  whatever  of  success,  in 
these  nnaqual,  thoogh  welt-fought  contests. 
In  the  case  of  the  Bp^rvier  it  appears 
that.  In  addition  to  these  disadvanuges, 
by  some  strange  and  most  culpable 
tieglect  in  fitting  her  out,  the  gans  of  this 
ship  were  so  badiy  secured,  thai  at  the 
first  broadside,  five  out  of  nine  became 
bnsesflcoable;  and  by  referring  to  the 
tant^olce  of  the  court-martial,  you  will  finld 
^  th^  Court  agreed,  that  the  iMiMe  of  the 
capture  of  his  Msjesty's  lato  sloop  E^r- 
^9  ^I9U  the  yery  supariov  fbict  of  th^ 


«neniy,  the  inseifure  manner  ih  vrhich-  the 
fighting  bohs  of  li/e  Epersier  were  fitted, 
and  the  breeching  bolu  drawing  fi^imi  be- 
ing badly  clincbml,  and  the  inefficiency 
of  the  crew.''  With  respect  to  the  last, 
it  consisted  of  105  naen  f proved  in  the 
evidence  to  have  been  ot  tbe  wont  de- 
scription) and  15  boy84  whereas  the  crew 
of  her  opponent,  the  Peacock,  consisted 
of  1  gfl  picked  meni  smd  onl?  8  boys;  The 
other  case  of  the  Wasp  and 'Avon  %^mi- 
nated  in  tho  destruction  of  the  latter,  with 
the  loas  of  40  killed  and  woaoded,  out  of 
an  equally  weak  crew,  while  the  American 
lost  only  1  killed,  and  2  wounded,  and  was 
apparently  unhurt  by  the  eflects  at  the 
adioo.  '    ' 

These,  and  other  d  testers  of  the  same 
nature,  we  must  conclude,  at  length  in- 
duced the  Admiralty  to  torn  their  atten- 
tion to  providing  a  better  and  streiigec 
description  of  ^oops  of  war  tocope  with 
these  powerfiil  and  well-appointed  veasels 
of  that  class  belODgidg  to  the  United 
States^  as  thev  had  before  in  the  case  of 
the  frigates ;  but  in  doing  so,  they  appear 
to  have  exceeded  all  the  bungling  and 
Ignorance  which  have  at  all  times  more 
or  less  prevailed  in  this  branch  of  our 
naval  service.  To  prove  that  this  has 
been  the  case,  I  will  qnote.  an  authority 
to  which  the  noble  tiscoont  most  pay 
the  greatest  deference'^I  mean  t^e  Re- 
port of  the  Commissioners  of  Naval  Re- 
vision.-  In  their  third  Report  they  state 
that,  •<  Where  we  hikve  built  exactly  after 
the  ibrm  of  the  best  French  shtt>s  that  we 
have  taken,  thus  adding  oar  dexterity  in 
building  to  their  knowMge  in  theory,  the 
ships,  it  is  generally  allowed,  have  proved 
the  best  in  our  navy  ;  but  whenever  our 
bmlders  have  (>een  so  far  misled  by  their 
little  attainments  in  the  science  of*  naval 
architecturOi  as  to  depart  from  the  model 
befinre  them  ifr  any  material  degree,  and 
attempt  improvements,  tbe  tpie  principles 
open  which  sliips  ought  to  be  constructed 
being  imperfectly  known  to  them,  have 
been  mistaken  «rr  counteracteii,  and  the 
alterations,  according  to  the  informAion 
given  to  us,  have  in  many  cases  douQ 
harm.  Frbni  the  sam^  cause  there  has 
been  infinite  variety  in  the  alterailooa 
made,  and  in  the  forms  which  have  been 
adopted.  The*  alterations  b^ng  on  no 
certain  principles,  no  similarity  in  the 
Ibrm  off  the  ships  could  be  expected,  and 
they,  have  the  appearance  of  having  been 
-eonstrocted  on  the  chance,  that  in  the 
muliSlade  cf  trials  jnade^  some  one  inight 
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be  iMid  of  fopcffior  escellenct*  Whilc» 
tlieffefor»»  oor  rivaU  io  naval  power  were 
employing  men  of  the  greatctt  ulenu  and 
noet  extensive  acqnirenienU  to  call  in  the 
mid  of  tdence  for  improving  ibe  cooetrac* 
tion  of  shipiy  we  have  contented  oorselvet 
with  groping  only  in  the  dark  in  qoctl  of 
onch  djiooveries  as  chance  might  hring  in 
cor  wa^.  Nothing  certainly  can  he  more 
•orprisuifl,  than  that  in  a  nation  ao  en- 
Jigblcned  as  this  is,  and  whose  power, 
importance,  and  even  safety,  depend  on 
its  naval  snperioity,  matters  so  essential  to 
the  preservation  of  thatsoperiority  should 
ao  long  have  heen  neglected/' — iSigmtd, 
Pordyce,  Cartis,  Domett,  Serle.] 

This  Report  was  made,  I  think,  in  the 
year  1806;  and,  to  prove  that  no  amend- 
jnent  has  yet  taken  place,  in  the  constroc- 
tion  of  the  two  large  ships,  the  Newcastle 
•nd  the  Leander,  the  Navy-board  having 
procored  a  plan  for  the  former  ship,  which 
they  were  themselves  nnable  to  furnish, 
and  which  by  all  accounts  has  perfectly 
answered  in  the  constmction  of  the  latter, 
]iave,as  osnal,  made  some  alteration  which 
lias  spoilt  the  symmetry  and  perfection 
of  the  model.  But  the  most  curious  in- 
atance  of  ignorance  and  misconduct  in  the 
construction  of  ships  of  viFar,  that  ever 
appeared,  is  probably  to  be  found  in  the 
papers  on  the  uble ;  and  to  which  I  must 
Mg  the  attention  of  the  House.  It  seems, 
that  before  the  war  with  America,  as  long 
ago  indeed  as  the  beginning  of  the  year 
•J  810,  the  Board  of  Admiralty  gave  direc- 
tions for  the  building  of  a  sloop  of  war  to 
be  called  the  Hermes,  after  the  model  of 
the  Boone  Citoy eone,  which  had  formerly 
been  taken  from  the  French,  and  was 
found  to  possess  excellent  qualities  as  a 
▼easel  of  this  cIsm,  far  superior  indeed  to 
any  sloops  of  war  orij^inally  of  British 
coDstructioa.  Not  having  any  model  of 
our  own  to  work  from,  or  any-  men  of 
anfficient  science  to  furnish  a  plan  equally 
good,  I  do  not  blame  the  adoption  of  this 
measure.  But  how  was  it  carried  into 
execution  ?  The  Hermes,  when  fit  for  sea, 
was  placed  under  the  command  of  an 
officer  of  great  merit  and  abilities,  whose 
case  has  lately  been  brought  before  your 
lordships  by  a  noble  earl  (Egremont) ;  and 
in  consequence  the  Admiralty  have  re- 
atored  him  to  bis  rank,  of  which  he  ap- 
pears,to  have  been  deprived,  without  suffi- 
cient reason,  by  the  sentence  of  a  court- 
snartial  j  and  are  about,  I  trust,  by  employ- 
ing him  agjain,  to  make  him  farther  amends 
for  the  injury  he  has  sustained.    It  ap- 


pears   by  the    correspondence   betwaeQ 
captain  Browne  and  the  Admiralty  and 
Navy  Boards,  that  as  usual  the  model  was 
altered  and  spoilt.    The  Navy  Board  at 
first  assort  poaitively,  as  appeara  by  the 
Report  on  the  table  (see  Letters  of  the  4th 
of  October,  1811,)  that  the  new  ship  is 
boilt  by  the  lines  of  the  old  one,  and 
precisely  similar;  but  afterwards*  when 
pressed  on  the  subject,  they  confeas,  that 
they  had  given  her  greater  width  in  tha 
after-part,  at  the  vring  transom  ;  the  coo- 
sequence  of  which  wa^  that  although  whea 
light,  the  Hermes  sailed  well  (for  &eo  the 
lines  of  the  Bonne  Citoyenne  took  efiect), 
as  soon  as  the  increased  width  umch^ 
the  water,  she  coold  not  sail  at  all ;  and  in 
other  respects  her  construction   was  so 
faulty,  that  nothing  but  the  skill  and  exer- 
tions of  her  commander  coold  have  ren- 
dered her  an  effective  man  of  war :  that, 
however,    she    became,    notwithstanding 
her  fianlty  construction,  and  was  one  of 
the  very  few  in  the  British  navy,  in  any 
way  likely  to  he  capable  of  contending 
on  equal  terms  with  the  American  shipa 
of  the  same  class.    Another  ship  was  then 
ordered  to  be  boilt  after  the  same  model, 
to  be  called  the  Myrmidon,  whose  captain 
informs  us  in  a  letter  on  (he  table,  of  a 
recent  date,  that  though  intended  to  re- 
semble the  Bonne  Citoyenne,ahe  is  unlike 
her  in  every  respect.    It  appears,  also, 
that  among  the  alterations  suggested  by 
captain  Browne  in  the  Hermes,  one  was 
to  lower  the  deck  forward,  or  to  raise  it 
abafL    In  the  Myrmidon  the  sorveyora 
of  the  navy  did  both,  and  thereby  equally 
spoilt  the  ship. 

We  come  now  to  the  remaining  four- 
teen ordered  to  be  built  on  the  same  lines, 
but  of  reduced  dimensions.  The  credit 
of  these  precious  vessels  belongs,  as  I 
have  been  told,  rather  to  the  Admiralty 
than  to  the  Navy  Board ;  but,  be  that  as 
it  may,  it  appears  clearly  that  they  never 
have  been,  and  never  can  be,  with  all  the 
bungling  expedients  and  alterations  that 
have  been  resorted  to,  efficient  men  of 
war,  so  that  their  cost  (which,  ezclosive  of 
alterations,  amounts  to  between  two  and 
three  hundred  thousand  pounds)  has  been 
absolutely  thrown  away.  But  that  is  not 
the  worst ;  for  the  attempt  to  use  thesa 
vessels,  puts  in  perpetual  danger  the 
lives  of  our  brave  officers  end  men,  and 
the  honour  of  the  British  flag.  If  yoor 
lordships  will  take  the  trouble  of  reading 
these  papers,. you  will  find  that  some  cap* 
taina  copplain  of  one  thing«  f  onto  of 
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«lher.    In  gcoertl  they  think  them  over- 
masted.   One  officer  is  of  a  contrary  opi- 
nion, and  wants  larger  matu  and  yards. 
But  one  thing,  of  which  freqaent  notice  is 
taken,  appears  quite  sufficient  to  account 
lor  their  bad  qualities.  .  The  sise  of  these 
Tesseis  was  considerably  reduced,  and  yet 
they  are  fitted  with  the  same  guns  and 
weight  of  metal  as   the  larger  vessels. 
At  first,  indeed,  the  Board  ordered  them 
to  carry  two  guns  more  ;  till  one  of  the 
officers  commanding  represented  that  with 
only  80  poru  be  could  not  mount  '22  guns. 
But  it  is  obvious,  that  if  a  certain  weight 
of  ordnance  was  just  sufficient  for  a  ship 
of  300  tons,  it  would  be  too  much  for  one 
of  450;  and  that,  in  this  case,  as  in  ail 
others,  the   ignorant  attempt  of  panial 
alteration  bad  destroyed  the  symmetry 
of  the  machine,  and   utterly  spoilt    it. 
One   of   these   ships,    the    Lee,  was  in 
March  last  nearly  lost,  and  with  difficulty 
escaped,    by    throwing  over- board    ber 
guns  in  a  gale  of  wind;   and  after  this 
severe  trial  her  captain  earnestly  recom- 
mends that  she  should  be  armed  with  24 
instead  of  32  pound  cannonades,  which 
he  deems  *'  far  too  heavy  for  ber^^'  and 
although  this  suggestion  of  the  captain  was 
aopported  by  the  recommendation  of  the 
Ktvy  Board,  the  captain  is  threatened  to  be 
auperseded  if  he  does  not  choose  to  go  to 
aeaiu  the  ship— or.  in  other  words,  fordoing 
his  duty  by  stating  that  these  wretched 
craft  were  unequal  to  their  weight  of  guns. 
In  short,  whoever  will  take  the  trouble 
of  looking   into  the   details  which   the 
papers  furnish  on  the  subject  of  these 
vessels,    will  find    that  a  stronger  case 
of  mismanagement  and'  waste  of  public 
money  never  was  presented  to  Parliament. 
This  miserable  attempt  to  provide  a  num- 
ber of  veuels  of  adequate  qualities   to 
cope  with  the  powerful  American  stoops 
of  war,  has  utterly  failed ;  and  at  this  mo- 
ment, after  all  the  experience  and  warning 
we  have  had,  there  are  not  more  than  two 
or  three  vessels  of  that  description  in  the 
British  navy.    For  I  repeat  what  I  have 
before  asserted,  that  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  the  smaller  vessels  of  war,  which 
by  the  accounu  on  the  table  appear  to 
have  been  in  commission  at  the  close  of 
the  contest  with  America,  were  utterly 
iifteless  for  any  purpose  except  that  of 
patronage.    The    list  of  sloops  of  war 
amounu  to  173.    The  best  of  these  were, 
in  point  of  Ibrce,  and  still  more  from  the 
inefficiancy  of  their  crews,  unequal  to  the 
•dfenariaa  they  bad  to  en^ oontelP,  as  has 


been  abundantly^  proved  by  the  minatea 
of  the  courts-martial  on  the  table,  as  well 
as  by  other  instances.  But  72  of  this 
number  being  of  a  small  size  under  Id 
guns,  could,  as  ships  of  war,  be  of  no  use 
whatever;  and  served  only  to  occupy 
4,000  seamen,  exclusive  of  officers ;  which, 
if  they  had  been  jodicidusly  distributed, 
to  strengthen  the  more  effective  ships, 
woold,  in  all  probability,  have  prevented 
those  disasters  of  which  the  country  has 
so  much  reason  to  complain. 

On  the  subject  of  the  warfare  in  the 
lakes  of  Canada,  I  must  beg  the  House  to 
recollect,  that,  on  the  first  day  of  the 
seuion,  the  noble  viscount  boldly  as- 
serted, that  it  would  be  found  on  inquiry, 
that  every  thing  necessary  to  carry  on 
those  naval  operations  with  vigour  and 
eflfect,  was  not  duly  supplied,  but  amply 
supplied  by  the  Government  at  home, 
and  generally  (I  think  he  added)  in  n 
twofold  degree.  But  how  does  the  cor- 
respondence on  the  table  substantiate  this 
assertion,  imperfect  as  I  believe  it  to  be, 
and  without  those  earnest  and  repeated 
applications  which  I  understand  were 
made  by  sir  James  Yeo,  for  men,  and 
supplies  of  every  description  ?  But  this 
correspondence  between  the  Government 
in  Canada  and  his  Majesty's  ministers, 
abundantly  proves  that  the  frequent  disas- 
ters were  occasioned  by  the  want  of 
adequate  means.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  war  (August  26  1812)  sir  George 
Prevost  informs  you,  that  the  British 
force  was  decidedly  superior  on  all  the 
lakes.  In  less  than  a  year  (on  the  24th 
of  July,  1813)  he  tells  you,  "  the  United 
States  have  acquired  a  decided  superiority 
on  Lake  Ontario;"  and  an  equally  de« 
cided  superiority  on  Lake  Erie  was  too 
fatally  proved  by  the  disaster  of  the  gal- 
lant and  unfortunate  captain  Barclay; 
The  details  of  this  transaction  are  in  the 
papers  before  the  House ;  and  every,  part 
of  them  prove  most  decidedly, the  total 
want  of  every  thing  necessary  to  consti- 
tute an  adequate  naval  force.  The  whole 
squadron  bad  not  more  than  50  British 
seamen,  while  that  opposed  to  it  appears 
to  have  been  perfectly  well  manned  and 
equipped,  and  superior  in  sailing  and 
efficiency  of  every  description. 

Amongst  the  attempU  made  by  Govern* 
ment  to  remedy  the  want  of  an  adequate 
foi'ce  to  cope  with  the  Americans  on  the 
lakes,  the  building  of  two  frigates  and 
two  sloops  at  Chatham^— to  be  a^in  takea 
to  pieces,  sent  acrois  the  Atlantic*  landed 
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be  baiK  there  a  second  Ume^^s  not  the 
least  carious.  It  appears*  by. the  papers 
on  the  table,  that  bn  the  spot  the  plan  was 
at  once  deemed  impracticable;  and  al- 
thoogh»  by  the  zeal  and  exertions  of  an 
indifiduaC  one  of  the  ships  was  actaally 
conveyed  ta  its  place  of  destination,  and 
there  altered  and  laonched,  the  three 
others  were  disposed  of—we  are  not  in« 
formed  how ;  nor  are  we  told  what  the 
expense  of  ihis  senseless  project  has  been 
to  the  nation. 

Just  at  the  close  of  the  war  we  recovered, 
it  IS  true,  our  saperiority  on-Lake  Ontario, 
by  the  equipment  of  a  three-decker. 
Bot  bow  was  this  effected  ?  Not  by  any 
ferethooght  or  provision  made  by  the 
GoTemment  at  home,  but  by  the  acci<* 
dental  arrival  of  some  men  of  war  on  the 
coast  of  America^  with  part  of  the  Duke 
of  Wellington's  army,  after  the  conclasion 
of  the  war  with  France,  which  furnished 
their  stores  just  in  time  to  enable  sir 
James  Yeo  to  fit  out  the  large  ship, 
which,  .hut  for  this  Accidental  supply, 
could'not  have  been  brooght  forward  be- 
fore the  winter.  Some  of  these  ships 
fomished  anchors  and  cables  and  other 
necessary  stores,  and  the  Centaur'  her 
lower-deck  guns ;  without  which  the  new 
•hip  could  not  have  been  eflfective ;  and 
her  being  rendered  so,  in  the  opinion  of 
sir  Jamies  Yeo»  as.  I  have  been  informed, 
saved  the  province  of  Upper  Canada. 

On  the  sabject  of  the  military  opera* 
iiotts  In  the  late  war  with  Aolerica,  I 
shall  say  little ;  and  it  is  bot  justice  to 
acknowledge  that  our  gallant  army,  on 
every  occasion,  aiaintained  its  high  repu* 
tation ;  even  in  that  concluding  scenoi  i» 
the  ill-judged  and  ill-faied  expedition  to 
Ifew  Orleans.  On. this  subject  I  most 
observe,  that  no  disaster  in  the  history  of 
this  country  eter  called  mote  loudly  for 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  authors 
and' projector's  of  the  plan.  It  sdems  to 
liavo  been  originally  undertaken  without 
any  object  bot  Hist  of  plunder;  and  it  is 
difficult  to  imagine  what  national  advan* 
tage  could  have  Arilen,  or  how  the  great 
objects  of  the  War  conld  have  been  ma* 
terially  promoted  by  complete  sQcoess« 
Its  complete  failure  was  calamitous  in> 
deed,  attended   by  tt  heaty  loss  of  the 

Sllant  and  victorious  fdllowersi  and  of 
t  companion  and  brother  of  the  illus- 
trious Wellington  himself.    And  yet  such 

was  the  totri  Absence  of  ull  j^ieHsoiiog 


at  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  tor  attention,  even  when  the  ioihlligeiica 
taken  op  the  rapids  to  Lake  Ontario,  to   -first  arrived,  that,  I  am  ashamed  to  any, 

I'really  believe,  the  paltry  occdrrance  of 
^e  breaking  of  my  windows,  aiid  thoaa  of 
the  noble  and  ieariied  lord  on  the  wooU 
sack,  which  happened  about  the  lame 
time,  occasioned  a  'greater  aeosation*  How 
then  can  I,  at  this  dialance  of  tioie,  hope 
to  call  the  attention  of  this  Houise  add  the 
public  to  this  iatal  and  dbgracafoi  trans- 
action ?  Bot  it  was  impossible 'altogetftier 
to  pan  over  what  appears  to  me  to  form  a 
asost  proaaineiit  fcature  in  the^mtscondiict 
of  the  late  war* 

But,  my  lords,  to  return  to  the  cdnduct 
of  the  Naval  Administration,  which  is  my 
principal  object,-— it  appears  to  me,  tbat 
however  you  may  bo  disposed  to  forget 
the  late  war  with  America,  and  to  think 
all  retrospective  inquiry  inexpedient  and 
unavailing,  you  cannot  shtit  your  eyes  to 
the  importance  of  considering,  whether 
the  naval  service  of  the  country  is  well  or 
ill  condutted.    On  the  subject  of  the  con* 
•tructbn  of  our  men  of  war,  I  hare  endea* 
voured  to  call  year  attention  to  a  very 
flagrant' case  of  misconduct,  detailed  in 
the  papers  on  yaor^tabie.    But  this  is  by 
no  means  the  only  case   of  a   aiasitar 
nature.    In  the  naval  administratioo  of 
the  noble  earl  now  at  the  head  of  the 
ordnance  (earl  Molgrave)^  a  gr^at  nomber 
of  74«gun  ships  Were  built,  which,  as  I 
hear,  are  -familiarly  known  in  the  navy 
hv  the  aime  of  th^  Forty  Tfaievev.    The 
pbn  and  eomtrucilon  of  these  shipsiwero 
faultv  in  the  exireme;'and  they  ntvhr 
could  have  been  good  men  of  war,  if  they 
had  been  composed  of  gbod  masiirials; 
hut  the  execution  was;  if  possihlo,  worse 
tlmn  thfe  f^lan^  and  man^  of  them  showed 
immediate  sympioms  of  prethMore  ilecay, 
and  the  neoe«ity  of  great  ilnd  axpensive 
repairs'befbra  they  hid^been  many  months 
at  sea.    The  original  boat  to  the  AalioB  of 
thase  40  ships  cannot  hate  been  so  kittle 
asfonrmtlitmis;  and  Lfear  veft'y  >fotr  of 
them  woiild  4>e  fo«md  at  this  aomant  in 
any  respect- e£foctive  men  of  war. 

The  dueen  Charlotte;  h^flivt  rale,  i« 
i^ell  known  to  baTU  bi)en  found  in  ao 
defective  a  Hate,  as  soon  as  aha  was 
laune&cdi  that  it  became  naceaeeryi' Ik* 
fore  she  could  be  aeat  to  aea,  Co  repair 
hery  o^  rether,  it  may  be  said,  to  buvid 
her  over  again  hi  an  expense  (as  I  Mto 
been  informed)  of  70,00(U. 

With  these  and  many  such  fheta  b^fben 
utf,  can  it  be  staled,  that  the  IMty  ton^ 
srtQciian  and  pioautoiw  deoay  <>f  Mf  iMft 
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of  war  if  not  a.  fit  Mitci  of.th*  mo»t««» 
Hoot  inqairy  i .  On  tb«  inpoitaiil  tobjeci 
of  tbo  pctwrvatiQA  of  timber  for  natal 
porpoiat«  I  have  faerftofare  UPOubW  yoor 
lorcubipf.  In  the  laat  teMioa  Lpreseated 
a  petitioa  from  captain  layman  on  the 
aotiliect  of  a  ditoofery^  which  he  statea 
faaa.beeo  oiadc  by  biai«  of  a  meihod  to 
increaae  the  strength  aod  duration  of  tim* 
ber.  Captain  Lavman  ia  a  very  intelli* 
gont  and  welUinrocmed  nan ;  and  as  an 
officer,  he  haa  the  highest  testimony^  that 
of  the  iUastrioos  NeUoo«  in  his  favoor. 
Bat  whatever  his  persooal  claims  to  atten* 
tion  may  .  be,  bis.  alleged  discovery  must 
be  admitted  to  be,  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance, and  well  deserving  the  consMerti- 
tion  of  Parliament*  There  are  many 
other  topics  connected  with  this  subject 
of  the  navy,  on  which  neiUier  the  pa* 
tieiice  of  the  House,  nor  the  present  state 
of  my  health  (which  almost  incapacitates 
me  from  addressing  your  lordships  at  all) 
wU  I  permit  me  to  enlarge.  I  camiet,  how* 
ever,  sit  down  without  briefly  adverting 
to  some  of  them.  .Perhaps  the  SMMt 
injurious  coaso^nee  of  the  naval  dis* 
asters  we  have  experienced  in  our  late 
contest  with  the  United  Sutes,  has  been 
the  moral,  effect  produced  by  them  on  the 
ihinds  of  our  seamen.  Doomed  as  they 
have  been,  in  so  many  instances,  to  cer<- 
uin  defeats  it  .is  impossible  that  their 
minds  should  not  have  been  alienated 
from  the  service,  and  disgusted,  by  the 
manner  in  which  their  lives  have  been 
sacrificed  in  unavailing  eootesta  with  snoh 
superior  forces  I  have,  indeed,  beard  that 
great  disinclination  to  serve  in  these  ine& 
ficient  sloopsof  war  has  been  manifested, 
and  frequent  desertions  itaina  been  the  coni 
ssquencct 

Amongst  other  refepms,  which  it  ap« 
pears  ta  me»the  naffal  aerv  ice  reqaireay  the 
constitution,  of  icoonts-martiai  ought  Aot  to 
be  forgotten.  It  certainly  shoald  *wm 
by  some  late  inaMmcas  .that  have  came 
before,  the  public,  that  the  .sentence,  is 
aometimea  at  variance  with  the  evidence 
and  the  law  of  the  case.  That  to  which 
I  have  before,  alluded*  appears  u>>.havo 
been  uowarraatably  severe;  and* the  eon*' 
duct  of  the  Admirsity  in  restoring,  to  his 
rank  the  officer  .condemnadt  'showa  they^ 
were  of  the.  same  oploioa*.  But  I  have 
seea  lately  another,  case  of  acontvary  da* 
scription, ,  where  too  much  lenity,  appears 
to  have  been  shown;  whefe.  the. evidence 
established  proofs  .of  the  most  deliberate 
and  cruel  nuuder.. .  I  forbear  to  particu^ 


larise  |  but  thO'  nable  •  viscount  knows  the 
case  to  which  I  allude  and  I  tbiuk  it  of 
the  utmost  impartance  that  British  leamea 
should'  he  well  assured  that  they  can 
never  be  ilUtreated  with  impunity ;  but 
that  the  most  strict  and  impartial  justice 
should  punish  -  every  case  of  cruelty  or 
oppression.  These  cases,  I  will  admit* 
are  extremely  rare*  There  is  perhaps  no. 
bo^y  of  men  ec^aally  numerous  so  frea 
from  blame,  in  this  respect,  as  the  officera 
of  the  navy*  They  are,  for  the  most. part, 
as  humane  as  they  ace  brave ;  but  therm 
will  be  always  amongst  a  great  number  oC 
human  beings,  some  of  a  contrary  descrip« 
tion;  and  these  should  be  restrained  by 
the  strong.and  impartial  arm  of  the  law* 
and  the  certainty  of  punishment. 

Although  I  am  ready  to  admit  that 
Government^  has  not  been  regardless,  of 
the  just  claimaof  the  navy>  and  has  show» 
a  disposition  to  improve  the  condition  both 
of  officera  and  men,  on  this  head  much 
still  remains  to  be  done ;  and  I  think  the 
navy  have  a  right  to  expect  that  no  less 
favour  should  be  shown  to  them  than  to 
the  army^  which  in  several  points  is  not 
the  case.  For  instance,  the  widow  of  a 
naval  officer,  when  she  applies  for  her  pen*^ 
sion,  is  obliged  to  swear,  that  she  derives 
no  emolument  from  any  other  sosirca 
whatever ;  wberess  the  widow  of  an  offi<* 
cer  of  the  army  proves  only,  that  she  re«i 
oeivea  no4»thei^  emolument  from  GovenH 
mentf 

My  lords ;  it  appears  to  me  too  mucb 
the  .practice  of  the  present  day  to  strain 
every nesve  to  make  this  country  a  great 
military  power';  whicby  in  my  judgment^ 
it  can  never  become  advantageously  to 
any  great  degree ;  but  must  ;mainly  de* 
pen4  for  its  security  and  greatness  on. its 
naval  strength.  This  is  the  natural  foufr* 
datiea  of  the  power  and  glory  of  the  Bri« 
tish  empire ;  and  on  thia  basis  our  principal 
se^rity  must  ultimately  rest.  It  is  truf,. 
tha  contest  Ja  which  we  are  unfortunately 
engaged,  assumes  at  present  almost  exclu'* 
si«e|y«a  military  character;  but  if  it^ 
should  be;  protracted-  (and  even  the  most 
saaguiBe'Caaaot  deny  the  possibility  of 
suoE  an  event),  .we  shall  have  to  contend 
not  only  with^e  naval  power  of  Francei^ 
buU  io  all  probahjlit^  with  that  of  Ame^ 
rlcaalsow.  A  atate  of  war  inJSuropecaa 
scarcely,  fail  to  bnUg  forward  again  those 
quaitiona  of  neutial  righta  and  blockada 
which  <  have  not  been  decided  by  tfaa 
peace.;'  and  their  auccesses  in  the  late 
war  wtU  tend  greatly  to  encourage  the 
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Americtni  to  renew  tbe  coofceili.  In  thit 
point  of  view  an  inqoiry  into  the  state  of 
onr  naval  affairs  most  be  deemed  an  ob- 
ject of  the  highest  importance;  bat,  for  the 
reasons  1  have  before  stated,  it  is  not  my 
intentton  at  present  to  nrge  it. 

I  srm  faliy  aware  of  the  very  imperfect 
manner  in  which  I  have  discharged  the 
doty  I  had  imposed  on  myself  of  bringing 
the  sobject  before yoar  lordships;  and  no- 
thing bat  a  paramount  sense  of  doty,  and 
a  desire  not  to  appear  to  act  with  levity 
or  inconsistencyt  in  leaving  the  docaments 
for  which  I  had  moved  under  more  pro- 
mising circumstances  unnoticed  on  your 
table,  would  have  induced  me  at  this  time 
to  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  House. 
The  noble  earl  concluded  with  moving. 
That  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Viscount  MchiUe  said,  he  shoald  leave 
It  to  the  House  to  decide  whether  the  no- 
ble lord  had  made  not  a  grave  case  against 
tbe  naval  administration  of  the  country, 
and  should  content  himself  with  noticing 
only  a  few  of  the  most  prominent  topics 
of  the  speech  they  bad  just  heard.  Tbe 
first  charge  brought  against  the  Admiralty 
was,  ihat  of  neglect  in  not  fitting  out  a 
class  of  vessels  able  to  cope  with  those  of 
America.  With  regard  to  this  he  would 
observe,  that  it  had  always  been  the 'sys- 
tem of  tbe  British  Admiralty  to  adapt  our 
ships  to  the  nature  of  those  with  which" 
they  had  to  contend ;  but  it  coald  not  be 
supposed  that  the  whole  system  of  our 
navy  could  at  once  be  changed  in  order 
to  meet  ajfew  American  frigates  of  a  larger 
size  than  any  vessels  that  had  ever  gone 
under  that  name.  The  -fact  was,  that  the 
Admiralty  had  fitted  out  two  or  three  ves* 
sels  of  this  class,  but  it  was  impossible  to 
cover  the  seas  with  them,  so  as  to  meet 
the  American  vessels  wherever  they  were 
to  be  found.  Witli  regard  to  the  noble 
lord's  statement,  as  to  tbe  deficiency  of 
tbe  Java's  complement,  it  was  the  first 
time  he  had  ever  heard  of  it,  and  he  be- 
lieved it  to  be  totally  unfounded.  With 
regard  to  the  capture  of  that  frigate,  he 
thought  it  no  disgrace  in  a  ship  of  inferior 
force  being  obli|;ed  to  yield  to  another 
that  was  greatly  its  superior.  The  same 
general  observation  was  applicable  to  the 
capture  of  some  of  oiir  sloops  of  war.  The 
Americans  had  three  or  four  heavy  vessels 
of  this  class,  and  it  so  happened  that  they 
fell  in  with- some  British  sloops  of  inferior 
size,  when  tbe  result  of  the  contest  was 
unfortunate.  But  the  noble  lord  had  not 
•drerted  to  the   captures  of  American 


merchantmen  and  men  of  war  by  the  Bri-' 
tish  navy,  by  which  their  commerce  had 
been  alipost  annihilated,  and  by  which 
the  hoiitour  of  the  British  flag  had  been 
upheld.  The  noble  lord  complained,  that 
adequate  attention  had  not  been  paid  to 
skill  in  ahip-butlding  by  tbe  British  Ad- 
mi  ralty.  It  might  be  said,  however,  that 
this  country  had  become  the  first  naval 
power  in  the  world,  and  that  no  nattoa 
could  seiid  to  sea  and  keep  at  sea  abe 
same  number  of  valuable  and  useful  ships. 
From  tbe  number  of  our  distant  settle- 
ments, it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  we 
should  have  large  and  roomy  ships,  capa- 
ble of  great  stowage,  and  of  keeping  the 
sea  fbr  a  long  time ;  we  could  not,  there-' 
fore,  generally  imitate  the  light  American 
schooners,  that  were  calculated  rather  for 
expedition  than  for  those  purposes  to 
which  our  navy  must  generally  be  applied. 
Measures  had  been  adopted  to  remedy 
that  deficiency  in  ship-building  skill 
which  had  been  complained  of,  and  he 
trusted  that  they  would  soon  remove  all' 
ground  of  complaint.  The  nobfe  viscount 
next  adverted  to  the  complaints  of  tbe 
inadequate  protection  of  our  irade^  itbtch 
he  contended  to  be  without  foundation  «* 
They  had  heard  of  American  privateers 
infesting  our  coasts,  and  committing  de« 
predations  even  in  our  creeks  and  har- 
bours. He  would  assert,  that  the  com- 
plaints on  this  head  were  grossly  exag- 
gerated ;  and  when  the  merchants  who 
made  them  were  asked  for.their  authority/ 
they  could  assign  no  othfsr  but  that  of 
newspaper  reports.  He  would  repeat 
what  he  had  stated  on  a  former  occasion, 
that  it  appeared  from  the  books  at  Doyd's, 
that  the  number  of  captures  last  year  in 
the  European  seas  as  far  as  the  Canarif  t, 
amounted  to  172.  Of  these  the  wbolenom- 
ber  of  coasters  captured  was  13,  while  of 
running  ships,  and  those  that  deserved  con- 
voy, the  number  was O^.  Thefaet  was, that 
many  captains  of  merchantmen,  on  bear- 
ing  of  the  termination  .of  hostilities  with 
France,  ventured 'a  run  without  convoy. 
This  was  peculiarly  the  case  with  those 
from  the  Mediterranean ;  and  ofi'  Cape  St. 
Vincent's  they  were  exposed  to  American 
privateers.  He  could  add,  that  the  report 
of  several  captures,  which  appeared  in 
the !  newspapers,  was  totally  unfounded. 
Of  this  description  was  that  of  a  vessel 
said  to  he  taken  in  Dublin  bay,  and  also 
the  reported  capture  of  the  Blazer  gunw 
brig  ofi*  the  coast  of  Ireland. — ^The  next 
topic  to  which  be  should  briefly  adveri^ 
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was  the  condact  of  the  war  od  the  lakes  of 
America.  The  noble  lord  asserted,  that 
oor  disasters  there  aroae  from  inadeqoale 
supplies :  bat  perhaps  there  was  no  ooe 
circamstanOe  more  sorprising  than  the 
exteai  of  the  iia?al  exertions  that  were 
made  in  that  qoarter.  •  For  every  seaman, 
shipwright,  cable,  and  every  article  of 
military  equipment,  sent  oat  from  this 
coentryi  the  Americans  cooid  with  facility 
i|opply  doable  the  nomber;  and  yet  the 
war  ended  with  an  acknowledged  supe- 
riority on  oor  part  on  the  principal  lake 
—a  superiority  so  decided,  thai  the  enemy 
durst  not  venture  to  come  out  to  meet  us* 
The  noble  lord  had  insinaated  that  deser* 
tion  had  latterly  .increased  in  the  British 
navy,  from  the  moral  effects  of  American 
success.  He  would  utterly  deny  the  ^^ 
aertion;  for  the  fact  was,  that  desertion 
had  greatly  decreased ;  and  it  was  a  cir- 
cumstance most  honourable  to  the  cha- 
racter of  British  seamen,  that  it  was 
almost  unknown  on  the  lakes,  where  they 
were  engaged  in  a  species  of  service  the 
most  laborioua  and  anxious, '  witboot  hope 
of  priae^ money,  and  where  stroi%  encou- 
ragements to  desertion  had  been  held  out 
by  the  enemy.  If  any  one  circumstance 
bad  more  than  another  engaged  the  at- 
tention of  the  Board  of  Admiralty  for 
years  past,  it  was  thai  the  teamen  should 
fiave  no  just  ground  of  complaint  as  to 
their  treatment;  and  he  would  venture  to 
say,  that  there  waa  not  a  seaman  in  thoi 
navy  that  was  worth  his  victuals,  who] 
would  assert  the  contrary.  The  noble 
viscount  next  proceeded  to  make  a  variety 
of  observations  on  th'o  state  of  the  dock* 
yards,  in  the  course  of  which  he  said,  thai 
there  was  now  a  constant  supply  of  well- 
seasoned  timber  for  the  purpose  of  ship- 
building,* and  that  no  necessity  now  existed 
for  resorting  to  the  merchants'  yards.  He 
concluded  by  opposing  bis  negative  to 
the  present  tnotien. 

Lord  RolU  rose  to  express  his  opinion 
that  a.  weaker  case  had '  never  been 
brought  before  the  *HoUse,'  particularly  as 
contfasted  with  the  voluoiinoas  mass  of 
papers  that  had  been  moved  for  in  support 
^  it.  Het  could  assuie  the  noble  mover, 
that  he  would,  never,  vote  for  his  being 
made  firat  lord  of  the  Admiralty. 

'  •  < 

The  Earl  of  Damley  replied;  after 
which  hir  motion  was  pot,  and  negatived. 
The  BUis  on  the  table  were  then  passed 
through  their  various  stages^  and  the 
liouse.adjparned. 

(VOL.  XXXI.) 
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HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 
Monday,  June  12. 

Nsw  PosT-orncB  Bill.]  The  order 
of  the  day  for  the  further  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Post-oSke  Bill,  having 
been  read,  Mr.  Lushington  moved,  **  Thai 
the  Bill  be  now  re- committed." 

Mr.  If.  Siumm  then  rose,  and  stated  thai 
objections  he  had  uniformly  advancejd 
against  the  re-buikJing  of  the  Post-office, 
on  the  contemplated  plan,  since  the  mea- 
sure was  first  agitated.  He  apologised  for 
being  absent  when  the  subject  was  last 
discussed.  The  reason  of  which  was,  that, 
as  it  stood  amoogat  the  orders,  and  a  great 
variety  of  notices  preceded  it,  on  a  dajr 
when  the  notices  were  to  come  on  first,  he 
had  no  idea  that  the  subfect  would  have 
been  discussed  on  that  evening.  Many 
of  the  notices  were,  however,  d^erred,  for 
the  purpose  of  then  cmisidering  the  Bill— 
a  proceeding  which,  he  did  not  think  fair 
or  candid.  With  respect  to  the  mode  in 
which  the  expense  of  erecting  the  new 
Post-office  was  to  be  defrayed,  it  appeared 
to  him  to  be  in  the  highest  degree  unjust* 
All  taxation  should  Jbe  aa  general  as  pos- 
sible ;  and,  except  in  cases  of  local  im* 
provement,  this  principle  ought  never  to 
be  deyiated  from.  But,  in  the  present 
instance,  the  citizens  of  London,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  some  of  the  adjacent  conn* 
ties,  would  be  taxed  for  a  public  work, 
from  which  they  would  derive  no  more 
benefit  than  the  other  subjects  of  the 
empire.  He  never  could  agree  to  charge, 
on  the  Orphans^  Fund,  any  part  of  the 
expense  of  the  new  buildin||«  That  Fund 
was  placed  under  the  management  of  the 
corporation  of  London ;  and  he  was  one 
of  those  who  did  not  much  admire  the 
way  in  which  they  had  discharged  thtf 
trust  committed  to  them.  No  less  than 
900,000^  had  been  subtracted  from  that 
Fond,  and  kpjpropriated  to  that  for-whichi 
it  was  never  intended.  The  bonds  issued 
to  raise  600,000/.  of  that  sum,  bore  a 
discount  of  id,  IS,  and  even  20  per  cent., 
so  that  in  raising  the  money,  the  public 
had  sustained  a  loss  of  not  less  than 
160,000/.  The  works  which  the  City  bad 
caused  to  be  exeoutfed/aifd  which  were  to 
be  defrayed  out  of  this  Fond,  were  not  en- 
titled to  approbation.  .  Blatkfriars  Bridge 
had  been  open  about  43  years,  and  it  was 
now. in  such  a  state  of  decay,  that,  unless 
40  or  50,000/.  were  laid  out  in  necessary 
repairs,  it  would  not  probably  last  fo^ 
twenty  years  more..    Hour  ill  Newgate 
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was  adapted  io  the  purposes  for  which  it 
was  erected,  was  a  cooiplaint  made  by 
every  person  who  examined  it  That 
baildinf  cost  ^SfiOoL^  and  the  committee 
<sf  that  House,  lately'  appointed  to  exa^ 
mine  the  state  of  the  gaols  in  the  metro* 
polis,  obser? ed,  in  their  refxlrt,  that  it  was 
much  to  be  lamented  so  large  a  snm  had 
beert  so  ill  applied.  In  his  opinion,  the 
Orphans'  Fond,  placed  as  it  was,  under 
the  direction  of  the  corporation  of  London, 
was  a  p^rpetoal  source  of  job  to  many  of 
th^  officers  connected  with  that  corpora* 
lion.  The  hon.  gentleman  then  adverted 
|o  the  accounts  of  the  balances  of  the 
Orphans'  Fund,  which  bad  been  laid  before 
Ihe  House,  and  which,  he  expressed  his 
belief  were  not  correct^  He  denied  the 
Becessity  of  fauTinff  a  collector  of  the  coal 
doty  in  the  port  of  London-— although  the 
person  who  filled  the  situation,  he  ad- 
mitted, was  rery  moderately  paid,  having 
only  1501.  per  annum.  But  where  there 
was  a  diamberlain,  into  whose  hands  the 
money  ought  to  be  paid,  he  could  not  see 
•  the  prudence  of  allowing  balances  to  accu* 
mumte  in  the  bands  of  another  perton. 
•  SirJawMf  Ska»  decided  the  city  of 
I^adon  from  the  imputations  attempted 
Ao  be  cast  upon  it  by  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  had  spoken  last,  and  repeated  thcT 
arguments  which  he  had  urged  on  former 
occasions  in  favour  of  this  Biii.  He  con- 
sidered the  Orphans'  Fond  could  not  1^ 
better  applied  than  in  the  erection  of  a 
Bew  Post-offico,  which  would  not  alone 
.prove  beneficial  to  tbo  city  of  London 
.Itself,  but  to  the  coontry  at -large,  from  the 
great  Aicility  wiSich  would  be  given  in  the 
transaction  of  public  imsmess  in  this 
depaitment* 

Mr.  GnfifeU  considered  that  his  hon. 
friend  was  entitled  io  considerable  praise 
Ibr^e  sseal  which  he  had  displayed  in 
his  opposition  to  this  measure.  He  could 
Bot  agree,  however,  in  the  commenu 
which  he  had  made  on  the  hon.  alderman 
opposite  (sir  W.  Curtis),  whose  conduct 
be  considered  as  having  be^n  unobjec- 
tionable in  every  sense  of  the  word,  as  far 
as  regarded  hisdotyof  collector  of  the  duty 
on  coals. 

Sir  W.  Curtis  defended  himself  from  the 
charge  which  had  been  brought  against 
him,  and  submitted,  that  the  compensation 
which  he  received  for  the  trouble  of  col- 
lecting the  duties  on  coals  was  far  from 
being  too  liberal.  There  were  many 
Situations  in  which  collectors  received  5L 
per  centi  for  the  execution  of  their  duties. . 
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wfaeraas  he  rsceived  but  t#o*penue  in  the 
pound,  and  he  was  responsible  lor  ver^ 
considerable  sutnsb  With  respect  to  the 
course  taken  by  the  city  of  London  in  tho 
appropriation  of  the  Orphans'  Fund*  he 
tbougnt  they  could  not  do  butter  than  in 
appropriating  it  to  the  improvement  of 
their  streets. 

Mr.  Bardif  was  convinced  that  whatever 
the  hon.  baronet  had  had  to  do  with  the 
Orphans'  Fund,  had,  like  every  other  tram^ 
aettmi  of  his  life,'%een  conducted  with  the 
strictest  honour.  I^ot  ho  could  not  let  the 
subject  pass  without  again  entering  his 
protest  against  tho  wanton  and  onneces- 
sary  expenditure  of  money  on  the  buHding 
of  the  new  Post-office,  There  was  no 
doubt  that  it  wu  intemled  to  prolong  the 
doty  upon  coals,  in  order  to  replenish  tho 
Orphans'  FOnd,  and  make  up  for  the 
money  to  bo  taken  bom  it.  The  city  of 
London  imposed  these  duties  not  only 
upon  the  city  of  Westminster,  but  also 
on  the  country^  for  thiity  or  forty  miles 
round;  and  this  tax,  altogether  objection- 
able, was  laid  upon  people  who  had  no 
interest  in  the  improvemeofts  to  which  it 
was  applied.  The  hon.  gendeman  then 
repeated  the  objectioiis  he  had  made 
against  the  Bill  in  iu  different  stages.  It 
seamed  as  if  the  Treasury  overflowed  with 
money,  and  that  Govemmeiit  was  looking 
about  to  see  how  It  could  be  expended. 
Something  between  80,000/.  and  90,000(2 
had  been  spent  upon  the  present  Post- 
office  within  the  last  ten  years;  and  before 
much  of  the  mortar  was  hardly  dry,  the 
same  persons  who  had  thus  enkrged  it. 
came  to  parliament*  to  apply  to  have  it 
pulled  down  sind  rebuilt,  ,at  an  expense  of 
600  or  700,0001.  The  buildings  as  they 
now  stood  were  in  good  repair,  and  per- 
fectly adequate  to  the  purfwses  to  which 
they  were  devoted.  The  hon.  gentleman 
concluded  with  moving^  as  an  amend- 
ment, that  instead  of  *  now,'  the  Hooae 
should  go  into  the  committee  '  this  day 
three  months.' 

The  House  divided:  For  the  amend* 
menty  55 ;  Against  tt^  eS-^^Majority,  50. 

Tho  House  then  went  into  the  com- 
mittee, when  Mr.  H.  Somner  proposed  ea 
amendment  to  the  clause  relative  to  the 
committee  for  superintending  the  building. 
It  was,  that  instead  of  the  names  of  the 
Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commoa 
Council  of  the  City  of  London,  be  sobati- 
luted  those  of  the  members  for  London, 
Westminster,  and  the  46ut  countiee  ef 
Middlesex,  Sorreyi  £sseX|  aqfl  Konu    Ob 
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this  adtfitioii  looii  place :  For  the  raieiid- 
]|ienl»  15;  Ag^iut  it«  62 — Majority^  47* 

T)ie  conmiUee  furocc^ded  lo  go  woufgh 
tba  remaining  clausei. 

Mr.  ISmnar  obterred*  that  it  woald  be 
proper  ip  r^tript  tlie  power  of  parcbaaing 
biiildiiigA*  whicb  was  now  giyen  to  the 
pablic  ror  five  yearf*  He  thought  they 
ihoald  be  obliged  to  decide  in  eighteen 
nonthe  what  buildings  or  ground  they 
voald  pi|rchase»  and  to  conpbte  the  pur- 
chase'within  sis  months  a/ter. 

Mr.  Gordm  observed^  that  there  was 
no  clause  in  the  Bill  to  insure  the  compe- 
lition  of  architects  in  preparing  estimates. 

The  CAoaceflor  qf  the  Exckquer  said, 
that  it  was  for  the  Treasury  lo  procure  a 
plan  by  competition  between  the  archi- 
ificu,  but  he  did  not  intend  to  propose  the 
insertion  of  a  clause  to  that  effect  in  the 
Bill.  Before  Parliaotent  metagain^it 
might  be  in  the  power  of  the  Goverpmen| 
to  select  the  plap  and  submit  it  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  Summer  thought  that  the  House 
should  see  the  plan  and  estimate  before 
the  money  was  yoted* 

Mr.  BuUenoorth  observe^,  that  a  fair 
estimate*  founded  on  the  size  of  the  pro- 
posed area^  had  been  given  in. 

Mr.  Baihe$  thought  the  proposed  area 
was  much  larger  tlum  necessary. 

Mr.  Stfsuur  said*  that  he  always  sus- 
*pected,  and  still  did  suspect,  that  there 
wiis  some  abominable  job  lurking  in  the 
back  ground.  When  an  area  was  pur- 
chased so  m^ch  larger  than  the  necessities 
of  a  post-office  required*  he  did  suppose 
that  the  object  was  lo  build  elegant 
kouses  for.  the  persons  employed  in  the 
Pos^office.  Whe^  be  endeavoured  to 
get  information  for  the  oommitt^  on  this 
subject*  the  constant  answer  was*  that  al- 
most every  office  he  c^uhl  mentipn  ynuft 
be  on  the  ground  floor*  or  there  might  be 
i  mosi  ferious  public  inconvenience.  He 
bad  even  a#ked*  was  it  abfolutely  necessarv 
that  the  roon^  in  which  the  coachmen  s 
great  coats  were  left  should  be  on  the 
ground  floor*  and  he  was  told  that  it  was 
necessary.  The  consequences  that  be  ex- 
pected to  follow  we|ce-r-that  after  a  very 
great  area  of  ground  was  bought*  and 
covered  witii  all  the  necessary  offices  for 
carrying  on  the  business  of  the  Post-office 
<m  the  ground  floor*  it  would  then  oe 
proposed  to  fit  up  elegant  apartments  over 
them*  for  the  accpmmodation  of  thpse  per* 
eons  to  whom  it  was  wished  to  afford  this 
tpopmipvedation. 


Upon  the  elanse  for  appointing  com* 
missioners  to  superintend  the  clearing  o( 
^he  around, 

Mr.  Siiamer  observed*  tliat  the  value  of 
the  materials  of  the  houses  purchased  for 
thisarea  would  be  about  GO^OOOL*  of  which 
the  Orphans'  fund  ought  to  be  given  credil 
for  its  proportion,  nt  understood  that  all 
this  was  to  be  applied  la  making  a  nem 
great  sewer.  Now  be  conld  not  see*  if  if 
sewer  was  necessary  in  this  part  of  the 
town*  why  it  should  not  be  made  at  thc| 
expense  of  the  parishes,  or  why  it  should 
be  thrown  on  the  Orphans'  Fund. 

Upon  the  clause*  that  4he  sum  of 
240*000/.  sho|uld  he  granted  by  Qoreni'* 
ment  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act* 

Mr.  Sumner  declared*  that  he  ^was  no( 
one  who  found  fault  with  the  righl  bon. 
gentleman  for  raising  S6*000*OOOiL  foa 
carrying  pn  the  war.  He  considered  i^ 
as  a  choice  of  twp evils* and  was  decidedly 
of  opinion*  that  it  was  better  to  engagei 
mahfttlly  in  the  qootesi  at  this  niomenit 
than  to  labour  under  more  disadvantagea 
twelye  iponths  hence*  He  thought  it 
better  to  make  the  effort  at  once*  and  gjkfm 
his  concuncei|ce  niost  cordially  to  t^e  po« 
licy  that  wu  about  to  be  poraued.  At 
the  same  time,  howeyer*  it. was  painful  for 
him  to  find  many  grievous  and  unnecessary 
burthens  brought  into  the  account;  ha 
considered  it  quite  unnecessary  to  fote  so 
large  a  spm  of  money  for  building  a  near 
PosUoffice*  whilst  the  country  was  groan? 
ing  and  dying  under  the  anticipation  of 
future  taxation*  He  objected  to  every 
superfluous  expense*  and  must*  thereforop 
resist  this  clause. 

The  Chancdlar  qf  ike  Eja^equer  thought 
it  more  manly  to  bring  forward  the  ex* 
penses  at  once.  It  was  not  to  b^  under* 
stood*  that  the  whole  of  the  money  would 
be  wanted  immediately*  but  power  waa 
given  to  provide  for  the  charges*  as  they 
should  be  required  from  time  t6  time. 

Mr.  Sumtur  maintained*  that  a  progres* 
sive  vote  would  manifest  a  due  and  proper 
attentioa  to  the  expenses  of  the  country* 
under  existing  circumstances.  It  would 
show  a  wish  on  the  part  of  Government 
to  reduce  the  expenditure  as  much  aa 
possible. 

Mr.  Gord(m  could  not  understand  that 
it  wa#  absolutely  necessary  to  build  anew 
Poit-office  this  year*  as  theliusiness  had 
bjsen  l^itherti^  conducted  with  so  much 
ability.  He  trusted*  therefore*  .that  his 
bon.  triend  would  press  a  division  on  this, 
claufo. 
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Tbe  House  dirided :  For  the  Claiise,  48 ; 
AgBioBih,  14;-~Maiority  34.  TbeHoote 
retained,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to 
be  received  to*morrow. 

CoNTCIITIOir    WITH    THB    KlNG   OP   THE 

KBTHEaLANDs.3  Tbe  Sobstance  of  tbe 
Convention  between  bis  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty, the  King  of  tbe  Netherlands,  and 
the  Emperor  of  Rossia,  respectively, 
•igned  at  London  the  19tb  of  May  1815  ; 
tbe  statement  of  tbe  capital,  interest,  and 
•inking  fond  of  that  part  of  the  Rnssian 
debt  in  Holland,  to  be  provided  lor  by 
Great  Britain,  in  porsoance  of  tbe  Con* 
mention  of  the  19th  May  1815,  having 
been  referred  to  the  consideration  of  a 
committee  of  tbe  whole  House, 
'  Lord  Cattkreagh,  in  rising,  porsoant  to 
tbe  notice  he  had  given,  said,  be  was  de- 
airoos  of  carrying  the  feelings  of  tbe  com* 
mittee  back  to  that  period  at  which  the 
independence  of  Holland  was  restored. 
At  that  aospicious  moment  he  was  sare 
bot  one  sentiment  pervaded  tbe  coontry, 
and  nothing  could  have  been  less  con- 
genial with  it,  than  for  ministers  to  have 
exercised  tbe  riffhu  of  war  with  respect 
to  tbe  colonies  of  Holland,  after  the  deli- 
▼erance  of  that  country  from  the  hands  of 
tbe  enemy.  It  would  have  been  in  oppo- 
aition  to  tbe  feelings  of  tbe  nation  to  have 
treated  Holland  in  any  other  respect  than 
as  a  country  wiib  which  it  was  our  object 
to  maintain  tbe  most  friendly  relations ; 
and,  much  as  be  should  have  lamented  if 
an  amicable  arrangement  could  not  have 
been  made  by  which  England  could  retain 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which,  was  so 
important  to  this  country  from  its  con- 
nexion with  our  territories  in  the  East,  and 
reluctant  as  he  ^ould  have  been  to  have 
lost  any  opportunity  of  placing  so  large  a 
mass  of  British  property  as  was  contained 
in  tbe  iftlinds  of  Berbice,  Bemerara,  and 
Essequibo,  permanently  under  tbe  protec- 
tion of  the  Crown  of  England ;  much  as 
be  should  ^ave  regretted  such  important 
cessions,  still  would  be  have  been  content 
to  forego  all  the  benefits  of  retaining  them, 
rather  than  have  failed  to  act  with  friendly 
Kberality  towards  Holland.  It  ought  not 
.to  be  disguised,  that  though  France  might 
have  overrun  Holland  from  the  lust  of 
Conquest,  much  of  the  misery  which  had 
fallen  on  that  unfortunate  coontry,  had 
been  inflicted  on  account  of  the  attach- 
ment it  had  cherished  for  England.  This 
feeling,  so  difficult  to  extinguish,  has 
never  ceased  to  manifest  itself  $  and  it 


was  possible  that  but  for  this,  HoHand 
might  for  a  longer  time  have  eacaped  tbe 
storms  by  which  she  was  overwhelmed^ 
If  be  was  right  in  supposing,  that  from  tbe 
period  at  which  we  bad  the  satisfection  of 
witnessing  tbe  restoration  of  Holland, 
there  was  no  disposition  to  exercise  the 
righu  of  war  harshly  against  her,  be 
trusted  tbe  arrangement  be  had  now  to 
bring  under  the  consideration  of  the  com- 
mittee, wodld  be  approved  as  consonant 
with  the  true  policy  of  England,  and  as 
fair  and  liberal  with  respect  to  Holland. 
There  were  three  points  to  which  he' 
should  now  address  himself :' First,  the  sum 
proposed  to  be  given  to  Sweden  in  consi- 
deration  of  tbe  abandonment  of  her  claims 
on  tbe  island  of  Goadaloope:  Second, 
tbe  grant  for  tbe  fortifications  of  the  Ne« 
therlands :  And,  thirdly,  tbe  advance  to 
be  made  in  favour  ^f  Russia  on  account  of 
a  loan  raised  in  Holland.  Tbe  arrange- 
ments which  bad  been  made,  and  for 
which  he  was  about  to  call  upon  them  to 
provide,  it  was  proper  to  observe,  bad  all 
been  made  independent  of  tbe  present 
circumstances  of  Europe,  and  would  all 
have  been  to  be  submitted  to  Parliament, 
bad  no  new  occasion  called  for  their  co- 
operation with  this  country  in  a  strug- 
gle against  tbe  power  of  France.  It 
would  be  recollected  that  the  island  of 
Goadaloupe  had  been  ceded  to  Sweden 
by  this  country.  Our  right  to  it  had 
been  transferred  to  Sweden,  though  no 
positive  guarantee  had  been  entered  rnto 
that  she  should  continue  to  possess  it  after 
war  should  be  at  an  end.  We,  however, 
were  certainly  bound  to  support  her  pre- 
tensions as  our  Ally,  when  peace  should 
be  concluded,  so  far  as  circumstances 
would  permit.  When  the  Swedish  Treaty 
was  discussed  and  sanctioned  by  that 
House,  there  was  no  point  perhaps  that 
was  more  particularly  looked  to  than  this, 
on  account  of  the  embarrassments  it  was 
feared  it  might  throw  in  the  way  of  a  fu- 
ture accommodation  with  France;  and 
could  it  then  have  been  foreseen  that  this 
difficulty  might  be  obviated  by  a  pecu- 
niary arrangement,  it  would  have  lessened 
the  number  of  tbe  objections  urged  against 
that  Treaty.  When  peace  Was  aboot  to 
be  made  with  France,  then  no  longer  an 
a(|verse  power,  he  could  not  but  feel  that 
havinff  lost  St*  Domingo,  unless  she  re- 
gained Guadaloupe,  she  would  want  that 
existence  in  tbe  West  Indies,  which  he 
thought  she  ought  at  all  times  to  possess; 
for  he  was  of  opinion  that  tbe  interests  of 
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ber  commerce  made  it  neceisary  that  she 
aboald  be  of  importance  in  that  qaarter« 
and  this  be  regarded  at  essential  to  the 
peace  of  the  world.  Under  these  ctrcam> 
stanceSi  then,  it  would  be  seen,  that  had 
oot-'SWeden  lent,  herself  to  the  arrange- 
ment  necessary  to  get  over  this  difficolty, 
there  would  have  been  much  embarrass- 
meht  in  conclading  the  late  pelice.  From 
this  statement,  it  would  be  seen  that  the 
vote  which  would  be  proposed  in  favour  of 
Sweden,  did  not  at  all  arise  out  of  the  pre- 
aent  circumstances  of  Europe,  bat  out  of 
the  arrangement  which  had  been  thooght 
advisable  at  a  period  of  the  late  war, 
when  the'  state  of  things  was  not  so  fa* 
vourable  to  the  Allies,  as  they  were  at  a 
aobsequent  time,  and  when  but  for  the 
arrangement  referred  to,  it  might  have 
beten  impossible  for  Russia  to  make  the 
eflR>rts  she  had  made,  and  which  had  led 
to  the  Treaty  of  Paris.  The  fortifications 
in  the  Netherlands  would  call  for  no  ad- 
vance from  this  country  in  the  present 
year.  The  system  of  fortifying  the  Ne- 
therlands  he  considered  wise,  even  as  a 
measure  of  economy.  It  was  necessary 
to  preserve  Holland  and  her  navy  inde* 
pendent  of  France,  and  this  could  only  be 
aecored  by  making  the  Netherlands  strong 
as  a  military  position.  This  would  save 
the  country  the  excessive*  expense  of  re* 
pelling  the  attempts  which  France  might 
be  induced  to  make*  at  any  future  period. 
With  this  view  of  the  subject,  he  con* 
ceived  this  country  to  be  highly  interested 
in.  fortifying  the  Netherlands  in  the  man- 
ner ptopo^ed,  the  expense  of  which  would 
be  met  gradually.  With  respect  to  thd 
loan  raised  in  Holland,  for  the  service  of 
Russia,  which  we  were  called  on  to  pay, 
be  really  was  not  in  possession  of  the  in- 
formation necessary  to  enable  him  to  say 
•whether  or  not  the  anecdote  recounted  by 
the  hon.  *  gentleman  (Mr.  Whitbread)  of 
its  origin,  was  correct.  If  the  loan  was 
raised  for  the  purpose  which  had  been 
stated,  he  would  join  with  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman in  reprobating  its  object;  but  the 
propriety  or  improprieitv  of  the  present 
arrangement  could .  not  be  determined  by 
the  policy  which  caused  the  loan  to  be 
raised.  The  fact  was,  such  a  debt  was  in 
existence,  and  the  question  for  the  com- 
mittee to  consider  was,  whether  Russia 
was  entitled  to  such  assistance,  and  whe- 
ther Holland  had  done  any  thing  to  entitle 
ber  to  expect  that  England  would  give  it  ^ 
The  noble  lord  then  proceeded  to  set 
forth  the  claims  which  Russia  bad  to  the 


gratitude  of  Holland,  and  the  necessity  of 
Uiose  charges  being  cheerfully  borne  by 
a  country  delivered  from  foreign  oppres- 
sion, which  were  attendant  on  the  opera- 
tions of  those  who  were  the  means  of  re- 
storing its  liberty.  If  nations  placed  in 
this  situation  failed  gratefully  to  uke  uponr 
themselves  koch  expenses,  the  effect  would 
be  fatal  to  the  cause  of  freedom,  as  those 
great  Powers  who  had  the  means  of  pro- 
curing  their  emancipation,  would  be  taught 
to  pu/sue  a  more  insulated  line  of  policv. 
On  the  advance  of  the  Allies  to  the 
Rhine,  the  Sovereigns  of  the  smaller  states 
(twenty-two  in  number)  had  agreed,  in 
aid  of  the  exei;tions  of  the  three  great 
Powers,  not  only  to  furnish  a  certain  quota 
of  men  for  the  future  operations  of  the 
campaign,  but  they  had  also  agreed  each  to 
contribute  a  sum  of  money  equal  to  one 
year's  revenue  of  their  respective  domi- 
nions. It  was  thooght  Holland  ought  to 
^o  9s  much  as  these,  and  indeed  some- 
thing more,  as  before  her  military  exer- 
tions had  not  been  so  great.  With  the 
wishes  of  the  Allies  the  King  of  the  Ne* 
therlands  had  complied.  The  noble  lord 
then  went  on  to  prove  how  equitable  the 
claim  was  which  he  felt  it  bis  duty  to 
prefer  on  the  part  of  the  King  of  the  Ne- 
therlands. The  arrangement  made  would 
be  as  beneficial  to  him  as  it  was  consonant 
tb  the  policy  of  this  country.  It  went  to 
give  the  greatest  power  in  Europe  an  in- 
terest in  the  conservation  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  Holland ;  and  however  ready> 
that  Power  might  have  proved  itself  to 
make  great  sacrifices  for  the  public  good, 
he  considered  it  no  misfortune  for  the  poli- 
tics of  Europe,  that  interest  should  in  this 
instance  unite  with  duty.  It  was  said  that 
Russia  might  again  act  as  from  circum- 
stances she  had  found  herself  compelled  to 
do  in  the  last  war;  and,  in  that  case,  the 
payments  by  Holland  would  cease.  If  that 
period  should  arrive,  our  payments  also 
would  be  suspended,  as  they  would  if  by 
any  circumstance  the  Netherlands  should 
be  separated  from  Holland.  The  state  of 
things  which  had  called  upon  us  to  take 
this  charge  upon  ourselves,  had  given  us 
an  opportunity  of  fairly,  and  without  the 
appearance  of  illiberality,  proposing  to 
Holland  the  cession  of  her  colonies  to 
England.  He  had  much  satisfaction  ia 
stating,  that  our  conduct  in  this  respect 
had  been  justly  appreciated  on  the  part  of 
Holland.  She  had  viewed  it  as  a  fair 
proposition  made  by  a  friendly  power, 
and  not  considered  it  as  the  demaml  of  a 
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MiioB  who,  hftviog  obftained  jpott^on  of 
her  colonies  in  time  of  war,  refined  to  re- 
linqaish  them  on  the  return  of  peace,  The 
^lonies  obtained  by  the  arranoement 
entered  into  with  Hollaoi]*  were  o7  great 
importance  to  this  ^ontry,  not  only  on 
jlccounV  of  their  connexion  with  o^r 
Sastern  possenioni*  but  on  account  of  the 
aituation  in  which  the^  placed  os  with 
respect  to  South  America,  by  which  a 
constant  supply  of  cotton  was  secured, 
which  would  pro? e  an  important  adran- 
iage  U>  the  manufacturers  of  one  of  oiir 
staple  commodities.  The  King  of  the 
Ii^etherlands  bad  certainly  of  himiolf  taken 
measures  for  putting  an  end  to  the  Slare- 
irade ;  but  the  situation  of  some  of  the 
ceded  colonies  presented  such  facilities  to 
1^  smuggling  of  sla? es  into  them,  that  it 
could  hardly  be  hoped  the  evil  would  be 
effectually  remedied  but  by  placing  thein 
pnder  the  care  of  this  country.  The  ar- 
i^angement  made  had  not  be^n  decided 
upon  from  an  inordinate  wish  to  extend 
cur  colonial  possessions,  but  to  promote 
t)ie  interests  of  oujr  manuf|tctfiries^  and  to 

EVe  greater  effect  to  that  system  of  po» 
:y  which  the  country  had  so  anxiously 
at-heart.  With  respect  to  the  payn^nts, 
he  bad  to  slate,  that  the  first  to  be  made 
on  account  of  the  loan  to  Russia  would  be 
about  the  ouddle  of  the  year  18li$,  and 
its  amount,  including  interest  and  sinking 
^und,  would  be  136.000/.  This,  as  he  had 
before  stated,  wouljl  only  be  continued  $o 
long  as  the  Netherlancb  were  separated 
from  France,  and  would  cease  it  the 
Orange  family  should  unCortoniUely  be 
displaced.  Kothing  would  be  required 
at  present  for  the  fortifications  of  the  Ne- 
therlands; but  in  a  Committee  of  Supply, 
he  should  mo?e  the  grant  of  l,0P0/)00(. 
to  Sweden,  as  compeaiaf.ion  to  her  for 
gif  ing  up  Guadaloupe.  The  poUe  loxd 
concluded  by  mo? ing,  "  That  prof^ibn 
be  made  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of 
Great  Britain  for  the  payment  of  the  in» 
lerest  Qn  the  capital  anm  of  twenty-five 
millions  of  florins,  Dutch  currency,  being 
part  of  the  loan  made  in  Holland  for  the 
aervice  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia;  toffe* 
ther  with  a  sinking  fund  for  the  liquida- 
tion thereof,  and  toe  expenses  attending 
the  same/' 

Mr.  WkUbread,  in  reference  to  what  had 
been  said  by  the  noble  lord  of  the  affree- 
ment  made  by  the  Sovereigns  or  the 
amaller  states,  to  advance  in  aid  of  the 
common  cause  a  aum  equal  to  one  year's 
sevenoe  of  their  respective  domuuoo^ 

•  i 


desired  to  l^ow  if  any  peypeota  ba4«  u) 

Kint  of  fact,  beao  QMtde.  Th^  debt  owed 
^  Russia  loiloUafid.  be  believe^f  bad 
been  cootracted  by  *tbe  grpuKlmother  of 
the  Emperor  Alexander,  ai|d  for  a  number 
of  years  no  part  of  the  princi|^al  or  inte- 
rest  had  been  paid. 

Lord  Coithreagk  stated  eoo>o  tmn^  to 
have  been  made  by  the  mjnor  at^tea,  of 
Exch^uer-bills,  or  something  of  thai 
sort,  in  consequence  pf  the  friangfment 
to  which  they  were  parties.  The  ^perof 
of  Bossifi  had  indeed  made  the  discharge 
of  the  debt  duf  to  Holland  a  point  ef 
honour;  but  the  pavmimts  had  been  ses* 
pended  while  Holland  Wfa  essentially 
French. 

Mr.  WhHbread  considered  the  explana- 
tion of  the  noble  lord  te  be  but  a  poor 
excuse  for  the  conduct  of  )9UMsia»  The 
country,  he  thooght,  wp^ld  be  little  dis- 
posed to  pay  a  loan  which  had  been  con- 
tracted to  put  a  Russian  aripemeni  in 
motion  against  the  independence  of  Po- 
land, after  supportiw  with  |beir  money 
the  oppofite  side  of  the  question  on  a 
former  occasioo*  He  tl^ght  it  very 
desirable  tha(  ivo  should  imow  whether 
or  not  wo  were  callea  upon  to  pay  the 
price  of  that  iniquity  which  we  thought 
It  our  do^y  to  oppose  before.  Notwith- 
standing the  arrangemenl  which  had  been 
made,  he  considered  the  situation  of  the 
creditors  of  Russia  in  Holland,  to  be  but 
indiffereot  after  all. 

Mr.  Tiem^  admired  nothing  so  UMch 
aa  the  ingenuity  of  the  noble  lord.  It 
was  only  when  he  got  to  the  end  of  hia 
speech,  that  those  who  listened  to  him 
could  t(ell  what  was  going  on.  He  apoke 
much  of  the  amicable  arrangement  which 
had  taken  place,  but  spoke  as  if  it  was 
attended  with  no  inconveniaoce,  aa  if  it 
was  to  throw  no  burthea  on  the  people, 
and  after  all  it  came  ou^  that  8,0QO|O0QL 
was  to  be  sent  from  this  coujutry. 

Lord  CoitUreogh  contiojverted  this  atste- 
ment,  and  shoyred  the  right  ho^*  fOeoUer 
o^An  that  in  no  i(ray  coaU  i^  be  fMif^vfB^ 
that  the  charges  refei^ed  to  would  exceed 
SflOOfiOOl, 

Mr.  Ttcmey^adpitting  tliem  to  be  but 
$,000,0001.,  would  venture  io  say,  that 
nobody  jwjbo  heard  the  speech  of  the 
noble  lord  could  hAve  thooght  from  hjs 
mamier  ibat  he  was  about  to  propoee  a 
vote  of  5,000,000/.  |t  wi|s  lirorliiy.of 
remark,  that  these  conirentK>ns,whic^  had 
been  concluded  some  tipe,  were  not 
brooght  {ojrimi  Ml  the  jnidd^e  of  Jooe. 
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He  thtaght  H  riMfel  iippear  to  the  Heoie, 
tlMt  there  hed  been  m  wbh  for  cenceeU 
meat  on  the  part  ot  the  lioUe  lor^.  On 
prirete  inletaMiioB  he  had  tentaf  ed  three 
months  ego  to  atk  the  noble  lord  a  qeei^ 
tion  connected  wMi  the  eobject  of  them. 
The  answer  was  aeibigeotts^^it  was  in 
sobstance,  that  the  Oppeiition  were  at 
their  okl  irickn— ibey  were  asking  many 
impertinent  qoeitions,  to  which  be  shoold 
not  ihea  rsply,  bat  a  time  would  come 
when  he  wonld  satisfactorily  answer  all. 
Itshoold  seem  this  time  was  now  arrited ; 
bat  he  thought  he  had  a  right  to  ask, 
why  it  did  not  come  before  ?  He  thought 
there  was  something  rery  f  mproper,  and 
(net  to  nse  the  word  In  an  oflfensite  sense)* 
a«spiciooS|  in  siMi  contiealment.  Why 
these  papers  had  not  been  bronght  for- 
ward before,  the  neble  lord  ought  to 
ezplam  before  he  left  the  Hoase  that 
night.  These  arrangements  might  be 
adf  antageous  to  EaropOy  but  why  should 
this  country  bliTe  lo  pay  for  them  ?  Be- 
omise  Sweden  had*  Consented  to  accept  a 
compensatien  of  95»000,000  of  firsncs  fof 
Guadaloune»  his  Britennie  Majesty,  as  a 
friend  and  ally,  wm  pleased  to  uke  the 
payment  of  that  %um  upon  blmselfi  Bat 
wherefore  should  he  llo  fit  ^  This  was  what 
be  wished  to  know.  Helhmd  had  gahied 
the  whole  of  the  Austrian  Netherlands, 
and  nughl  to  consider  the  exclftang^  of 
four  colonies,  for  that  large  portion  of 
Boropean  territory,  a  ▼ery  good  bargain. 
The  noble  levd's  speech  a  few  nights  since 
had  excited  much  astonishment  in  Hol- 
land; and  he  badteoeiyed  a  letter  from 
an  honest  Dufchman,  Wbo  said,  ^^  I  have 
endeatoured  to  understand  lord  Castle- 
reagh's  speech,  and  bate  Mot  been  able  to 
make  out  one  word  of  h/'  The  finances 
of  Holland  were  itot  hi  so  dilapidated  a 
state  as  to  require  such  an  interference  on 
our  part*  By  her  onion  with  France, 
she  had  got  rid  of  two-thirds  of  her  debt. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Excheqoer  might 
smile  at  this  method  of  disposing  of  a 
national  debt;  but  if  he  went  on  much 
longer,  he  would  be  compelled  to  hare 
recourse  to  similar  means.— (Hear  !}->->The 
noble  lord  had  no  right  to  pledge  the 
Oountry  to  pay  one  million  withoat  the 
knowMge  of  Parliament  From  his 
speech  it  would  appear  that  the  price  of 
the  colonies  Ceded  to  England  was  on}y 
}9<l,OdOI.,  whilst  It  was,  m  foct,^Te  mil- 
lions, which  fbr  surpassed  their  Taloe. 
What  was  the  use  m  our  retaining  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope^  When  we  were  in 


possession  of  the  Mauritius }  Holland^ 
at  the  time  she  i%rt  ai  up  the  so?ereignt]f; 
of  that  colony,  presenred  all  its  uses  to 
hersMf,  and  only  left  us  the  expense  of 
its  possession.  It  was  the  same  with  the 
three  other  colonies ;  all  persons  residing  in 
them  were  to  hare  the  right  of  trading  as 
before,  with  the  Dutch  dominions  in 
Ettrope;  so  that  they  mighty  if  they 
pleased,  refuse  to  conrey  their  merchan- 
dine  to  this  country.  It  made,  therefore, 
no  diffinrebce  to  us  whether  those  islands 
were  in  the  hands  of  the  Dutch  or  in  oar 
own.  The  last  thing  that  ought  to  have  beeA 
done,  ought  to  have  been  bargaining  for 
eolonies  in  the  West  Indies.  But  he  wai 
continced  there  remained  a  story  to  be  told 
of  some  secret  arrangement,  which  would 
creep  out  in  another  tweWemonth.  It  had 
been  said  that  we  h^d  made  a  good  bar- 
gain, when  for  fire  millions,  which  the 
lt>ss  on  the  exchange  would  reduce  to 
four,  we  had  obtained  000«000  men  from 
the  Allies.  But'  there  was  perhaps  an« 
other  colonial'  arrangement  of  five  mil- 
Kens  behind.  The  noble  lord  said,  that 
the  country  would  only  have  136,000/.  to 
pay ;  but  this  expenditure  was  to  go  oa 
until  the  two  millions  should  be  liquidated, 
which  would  not  lake  a  shorter  period 
than  93  years.  Could  not  Holland  have 
enduredfsoch  a  debt?  If  unable  to  pay 
the  two  millions  at  once,  she  could  not  be 
embarrassed  with  the  arrangement  that 
had  been  made,  and  could  have  easily 
met  the  yearly  instalments  of  130,<X)0v. 
This  very  arrangement  showed  that  there 
was  no  necessity  we  should  take  them 
upon  ourselves.  With  all  the  noble  lord's 
power  in  that  House,  if  he  had  fajrly  said 
that  the  country  wks  to  pay  five  millions^ 
he  would  not  have  obtained  a  majority. 
He  wished  to  know  how  we  came  into^ 
possession  of  the  island  of  Banca,  which"" 
we  bad  ceded  to  the  Dutch.  Wheh  the 
noble  lord  wanted  five  millions  to  fortify 
Be^ffium,  which  was  to  remain  in  the  pos- 
session of  Holland,  he  ought  to  show  that 
Holland  was  unable  to  do  it  herself;  other- 
wise be  plundered  the  people  of  England. 
He  should  like  to  see  ministers  negociaiing 
with  Holland  to  pay  for  the  fortifications 
of  Plymouth  or  the  Isle  of  Man !  The 
country  could  not  bear  such  expenditure. 
When  the  finances  were  completely  drahi'« 
ed,  to  pull  out  of  one's  pocket  papers  con- 
cealed for  a  twelvemonth,  and  ask  five 
millions,  required  all  the  powers  of  the 
noble  lord's  countfienance  to  face  it  At 
this  time  of  the  session^  the  House  was 
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entirelf  at  hU  meroj.  Creollenieii  were 
necessarily  engaged  ia  iBe  countrv,  and 
coald  not  attend.  After  such  a  laborioos 
session,  he  did, not  complain  of  their  ab- 
sence, but  of  the  noble  lord,  for  delaying 
^nattera  of  this  importanca' until  he  knew 
there  coald  be  no  opportaniiy  of  their  be- 
ing effeclually  discussed. 

Lord  CoHlereagh  stated,  that  tlie  reason 
why  the  Treaties  had  not  been  brought 
down  before,  was,  that  they  were  not  then- 
in  a  proper  shape :  they  were,  e? en  now, 
imperfect.  The  Convention  between  the 
emperor  of  Russia  and  the  king  of  the 
Netherlands,  which  alone  gave  them  vali* 
dity,  had  ,not  been  concluded  until  the 
]9th  of  May  last.  He  mainlained,  that  to 
fortify  the  places  in  Belgium  was  not  a 
Dutch  object  merely,  bat  one  which  in- 
lerested  all  Europe,  and  this  country  in 

S articular,  and  that  Holland  ought  not  to 
a  allowed  to  exhaust  her  resources  by 
incurring  expenses  beyond  her  strength* 
If  England  alone  bad  conquered  the  Ne« 
therlands,  then  it  would  ^ave  been  fair 
and  just  in  her  to  excnange  them  for  the 
Butch  colonies,  and  to  pay  no  other  price. 
But  that  was  not  the  case :  she  had  no 
right  to  dispose  of  Belgium  as  she  pleased, 
as  it  was  as  much  in  the  power  of  the 
Allied  Sovereigns  as  in  hers.  With  re- 
spect to  the  island  of  Banca*  he  toold  not 
charge .  his  memory  with  the  manner  in 
which  we  had  acquired  it ;  but  he  had  no 
doubt  our  title  to  its  possession  would  be 
found  a  good  one. 

Mr.  WaUact  stated,  that  the  rajah  of 
Banca,  having  murdered  all  the  Dutch, 
and  declared  himself  independent  of  them, 
which  he  was  not  before,  had  afterwards 
been  obliged  to  fly.  His  brother  had  then 
been  made  sovereign,  and  had  ceded  his 
rights  to  us. 

Mr.  Forhc$  believed  that  the  rajah  of 
Banca  bad  been  forced  to  enter  into  an 
improvident  contract  for  tin  by  the  Dutch 
government:  that  be  had  assisted  us  in 
taking  Java,  but  that  when  after  the  suc- 
cess of  that  enterprise,  bur  commander  had 
insisted  on  his  fulfilling  the  contract,  en- 
tered into  with  the  Dutch  government,  he 
had  resisted  it.  The  consequence  was, 
that  we  had  sent  an  army  against  him  and 
taken  possession  of  his  territories^  This, 
he  was  convinced,  was  the  original  cause 
of  his  losing  Banca.  As  to  his  being  de- 
posed afterwards,  he  could  say  nothing. 

Mr.  Wkitbread  remarked,  that  according 
to  the  last  speaker,  the  rajah  of  Banca  had 
assisted  the  English  in  the  conquest  of  Java* 


.  Mr,  Wallace  danied  that  fiict.  He  had 
never  moved  until  .after  the  English  bad 
taken  pofsession  of  Java,  when  be  had 
seized  that  occasion  to  murder  ali  the 
Dutch  inhabitants  in  bis  dominions. 

Mr.  Bankci  objected  to  the  treaty  under 
whiph  the  payment  of  the  Dutch  loan  vras' 
guaranteed  to  Russia  by  this  coantry, 
having  formerly  objected  to  the  original 
treaty,  of  which  this  was  to  be  considered 
a  branch.  The  noble  lord  had  mng  the 
changes  upon  the  terms,  grand  syatem, 
national  generosity,  and  liberal  policy, 
until  he  almost  persuaded  himself  that  this 
country  was  capable  of  supplyinja^  pecu* 
niary  resources  to  the  whole  of  Europe  ; 
and  it  was  obvious  that  Holland  was  not 
now,  and  could  not  for  many  years  be  in 
a  situation  to  repay  to  England,  even  the 
salvage  of  her  colonies,  much  less  the 
enormous  sums  that  they  had  cost  this 
country.  He  objected  to  the  sysfom  opon 
which  Government  was  now.  acting  with 
regard  to  foreign  powers ;  they  were  em- 
barking this  country  too  much  in  foreign 
policy,  and  connecting  her  too  intimately 
with  continental  afiaira  Upon  a  question 
like  the  present,  the  utmost  deiibaratioa 
was  necessary,  and  be  thought  that  the 
treaty  ought  to  have  been  ptesented  to 
Parliament  long  ago. 

Lord  CasUtreaf/i  observed,  that  it  was 
wholly  inconsistent  with  the  ptactice  of 
Parliament,  and  indeed  with  the  esta- 
blished system  of  the  constitution,  that 
treaties  should  be  laid  upon  the  table' 
pending  negociations,  and,  on  that  ac- 
count, that  which  related  to  the  question 
Qow  before  the  House  had  been  delayed. 
Undoubtedly  his  hon.  friend  possessed  a 
very  enlarged  mind,  but  he  had  a  singular 
facility  in  contracting  it  to  .the  nar cowest 
view  of  the*  question;  thus,  while  be 
painted  to  the  House  so  strongly  the  in- 
conveoiencies  that  might  result  from  the 
payment  of  this  moneyi  be  forgot  entirely 
to  consider  the  alternatire,  of  what  might 
be  the  consequences  if  the  demand  were 
not  discharged:  wh^le  he  was •  censoring 
the  subsidies  that  during  the  late  war  had 
been  paid  to  our  Allies,  be  neglected  to 
notice  the  brilliant  events  that  it  had  pro- 
duced, and  ihp  full  equivalent  thatG^at 
3ritaifi  had  derived  for  these  sacrifices* 

Sir  Johm  Nnopori  dwelt  fupoo  the  im- 
policy of  repairing  the  fortresses  on  the 
frontiers  of  Belgium  that  mightjn  future 
devolve  into. the  hands  of^fae  ^namy^.and 
allow  him  to  turn  our  own  weapons  upon 
ourselves,  while  ^e,  eten  when  we  re-; 
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ftitraed  them,  obttined  mo  adtquale  ad- 
▼aDUg«»  Th«  iiobl«  lofd  bad  said  naoh 
•f  the  incrtaaed  faciliiief  vre  possessed  of 
terminatiiig  the  Slate-trade  when  Damc- 
rara,  Easeqoibo,  and  Berbice,  were  io  our 
bands;  bol  unless  we  possessed  the  most 
important  colony  of  Sarinam  alsoj  sir  John 
doubled  whether  we  ooeld  act  with  the 
least  efifect.  He  recommendsfd  that  the 
House  should  pause  before  it  consented  to 
the  present  vote*  or  sanctioned  a  treaty 
transferring  the  island  of  Banca  to  another 
power»  when  in  faot  it  was  not  known 
what  right  we  had  to  dispose  of  it»  no 
satisfactory  information  having  been  given 
it  what  way  it  came  inio  our  bands.  Ail 
that  the  noble  lord  coold  say  was,  that  we 
had  (>ossession  of  it,  and  therefore  he  pre* 
aumed  that  it'  came  fairly  and  honestly 
into  our  hands. 

Mr.  -tarmg  contended^  that  not  tbe 
slightest  foundation  had  yet  been  laid  for 
the  proposition  of  the  noble  lord;  he 
conceived  that  it  was  quite  irregular  for 
Parliament  to  be  called  upon  to  give  its 
sanction  to  a  treaty  before  it  had  been 
ratified  by  the  foreign  power  with  whom 
it  was  .made.  There  seemed  neither  rea* 
son  nor  justice  in  calling  upon  Great  Bri* 
tain  to  make  good  this  debt  to  Holland ; 
and  the  probability  appeared  to  be,  that 
wbile  the  So? ereigns  were  squabbling  at 
Vienna  for  pieces  of  territory,  tbe  nobla 
lord,  to  restore  harmony,  had  thrown  in 
ibe  money  of  Great  Britain,  without  re- 
ferenca  oither  to  the  amount,  or  the  bene- 
fits it  was  likely  to  produce.  It  would 
doubtless  be  replied,  that  the  value  of  tbe 
Dutch  colonies  was  great ;  hut  the  troth 
was,  that  the  islaitd  of  6oadaloupe  al6ne 
was  worth  iafinitely  more  than  all  tbe 
Dutch  pnssessieps  in  the  West  Indies  united. 
[Lord  Cattereagh  shook  his  head.]  If  the 
poble  lord  ventured  to  oontradict  this 
assertion,  it  would  only  show  that  he 
really  knew  nothiqx  about  the  subject. 
He  doubted  even  whether  it  would  have 
been  politic  to  have  accepted  these  colo- 
nies from  the  Dutch.  The  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  cpuld  he  of  no  use  to  us,  Mauritius 
and  St.  .Helena  bekig  in  our  hands;  tbe 
only  ol^aci  which  was  desitaUe.  was  to 
keep  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  eot  of  hostile 
hands :  but  in  tfie  handa  or  the  Dnich,  our 
allies,  it  weoJd  be  safe;  so  that  the  only 
question  was,  who  should'  bear  the  ex- 
pense I  There  was  one  reason,  to  be  sure, 
why  we  should  bear  it— -which  was,  that 
we  had  a  governor  there,  in  tbe  receipt  of 
jtaooo^*  a  year  (Hear!);  for  twiccT  which 
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sum  the  thrifty  BiatchmaB  wooM  hava 
snppoited  the  whole  colony.  la  the  col»^ 
nies  also  the  Dutch  were  to  have  a  joink 
trade  with  oorselv^;  for  thoogh  this 
benefit  was  to  be  limited  to  Dutch  pvo^ 
prietors,  it  would  not  be  very  easy  to 
prevent  those  peiaons  from  eiporting 
goods  which  weie  not  the  prodnce  of  their 
own  estates.  It  was  plain  thai  tbe  pur« 
chase  of  the  colonies  had  been  the  real 
object,  but  that  thfe  bosineu  was  transacted 
upon  other  principles,  which  the  noble  lord 
had  styled  grand  views;  and  that,  in  fact, 
the  Stales  assembled  at  Vienna  being  dts* 
mtisfied  with  their  shares  of  spoil.  Great 
Britain  had  stepped  in<to  sapply  all  defi* 
ciencies  with  her  gold*  As  to  the  s»m  to 
be  paid  to  Sweden,  the  treaty  and  tba 
atatement  of  the  noble  lord  were  at  vari* 
ance :  tbe  treaty  spoke  of  M  milKens  of 
florins,  which  would  amonnt  to  abotit  a 
million  and  ona«third;  but  the  noble  lord 
said  it  !«as  but  one  million  sterlin|;. 

Mr.  Bmkum  thought  that  too  narrow  a 
view  had  been  taken  by  the  i^pposera  of 
the  vote,  as  they  had  not  oonsidered  -tho 
consequences  which  might  haife  resalte(i, 
if  any  member  of  the  alliance  had  wit(^ 
drawn  itself  during  the  last  war,  or  tbrowA 
itaelf  into  tbe  opposite  scale.  When  an 
hon.  member  had  said  it  was  tio  aupply 
the  deficiencies  in  the  spoii  that  we  had 
stepped  forward,  why  had  be  closed  hie 
eyes  to  the  Low  Co«nlries,  'which  waa 
obviously  an  object  for  the  annexation  of 
which  to  Holland  this  country  should 
make  some  sacrifices  f  By  the  Treaty  of 
Paris,  all  that  was  decided  as  to  the  ^e4> 
therlands  was,  that  they  should  not  belong 
to  France.  Thoogh- mm  what  he  had 
heard,  he  was  not  disposed  to  rank  tlia 
Dutch  colonies  so  low,  in  comparison  with 
Goadaloupe,  as  the  hon.  member  who 
spoke  last ;  it  was  not  on  the  ground  of 
their  absolute  value  that  this  country  bad 
retained  them,  bdt  because  so  many  British 
subjects,  and  so  much  British  capital  had 
been  engaged.  Tbe  fortification  of  tb6 
frontiers  of  the  Low  Countries  mm  tbe 
only  meana  by  which  that  country  could 
be  made  secure,. and  C((nsequently  of  an^ 
advantage  to  this  country;  and  as  this 
object  could  not  be  accomplished  for  less 
them  eight  or  ten  millions,  of  which  sum 
tbe  revende-'of  Holland  was  not  in  a  state 
to  supply  the  whole,  was  not  oor  aid 
justified  ?  It  bad  been  poved  by  expe-* 
rience  that  it  was  not  secure  in  the  hands 
of  the  Dutch ;  and  tC  was  therefore  better, 
even  with  a  vtovr  t^  economy,  tbatwa 
(SC) 
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•hoiild  retain  it,  than  be  at  the  expanse  of 
re- conquering  it  at  a  fuiore  time.  On  the 
general  Tiew  of  the  qi]eitipn»  and  not 
iooktng  merely  at  ^e  powide,  shillings, 
knd  pence,  he  thought  the  proposition 
justified. 

Mr.  Bming  obserTed,  that  the  question 
bad  been  pot  on  a  beUer  foeling  by  the 
abandonment  of  the  allegation  that  the 
purchase  of  the  colonies  was  the  real 
ground  for  the  Tote.  But  still  he  thought 
that  the  arrangement  was  not  justified  on 
any  principle  jof  Britith  policy.  Our  in* 
terest  was,  that  some  great  Continental 
Power  should  hold  the  Netherlands,  which 
might  be  able  to  protect  them  asainst 
France ;  but  if  no  such  power  would  take 
Ihem,  we  should  not  at  any  rate  have  paid 
other  Powers  for  the  transfer  of  them  to 
Holland.     [Cries  of '  Question !']. 

Mr.  IV.  Smiik  said,  it  was  with  the  ut- 
Qioit  difficulty  that*  the  House  could  be 
prevailed  on  to  pay  any  attention  to  a 
subject  of  such  importance;  bot  he  felt  it 
his  duty  to  protest  against  the  vote.  If 
this  country  bad  only  contributed  by -her 
jtooney  to  the  object  of  the  war,  the  other 
Powers  might  call  on  us •  to  accommodate 
natters  wiih  our  gold  or  paper;  bot  they 
should  remember  that  we  had  constantly 
kept  op  150,000  seamen,  and  a  land  force 
immense  in  comparison  to  our  popula* 
tion.  Why  then  were  we  to  pay  all  other 
Powers?  As  to  the  fortifications  of  Bel- 
gium, it  was  necessary,  as  we  were  to-pay 
two  millions  towards  that  object,  to  have 
some  security  that  it  would  be  accom- 
plished ;  otherwise,  we  might  be  merely 
so  much  the  poorer,  and  the  frontier  of 
Belgium  never  the  stronger.  Why  were 
we  to  pay  Holland  also  (or  accepting  what 
Austria  rejected,  and  other  Powers  for 
giving  up  that  which  we  paid  Holland  for 
receiving  ?  He  had  no  doobt,  that  even  if 
we  had  not  subsidised  them,  the  Conti- 
nental Powers  would,  by  some  means, 
have  found  money  to  continue  the  contest 
against  France. 

Mr.  Lockhari  opposed  the  principle  of 
the '  treaties.  The  Netherlands,  be  ob- 
served, were  in  part  conquered  by  British 
arms— they,  were  conquered  by  our  vic- 
tories in  Spaia  and  France ;  and  we  had 
therefore  a  joint  title  to  dispose  of  them. 
The  Cape  of  Good  Hope  conki  be  oC  no 
b^efit  to  u8H-4t  was  as  safe  In  the  hands 
of  the  Dutch.  He  did  not  think  that  in* 
dustrious  people  could  want  our  aid  to  re- 
pair their  own. fortresses.  It  was  of  the 
VUnfist  importance  to  strengthen  the  hands 
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of  Government,  but  of  greater  consequence 
to  maintaio  public  credit,  which  coold 
only  be  done  by  a  vigilant  eye  on  the 
public  expenditure.  The  noble  lord-  had 
boMted,  at  the  time  when  the  Treaty  with 
Sweden  was  formerly  considered,  that  we 
hsd  not  guaranteed  'Guadaloupe  to  her ; 
but  now  we  were  called  on  to  pay  a  mil- 
lion' of  money  on  the  ground  of  some 
pecuniary  engagement  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Forbe»  objected  to  the  transfer  of 
the  island  of  Banca,  but  considered  the 
cession  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  as  moat 
advantageous  to  this  country. 

The  House  divided :  For  the  motion, 
104;  Againstit,  19;— Majority,  85.  The 
report  was  ordered  to  be  r^eived  to- 
morrow. 

•    List  of  tJte  Minority* 

Barclay,  C.  Moore,  Peter 

Bennet,  hon.  H.  G.  Mont^m^y,  air  H* 

Birch,  J.  Martin,  H. 

Baring,  Alex.   .  Newport,  sir  J, 

Bankes,  H.  Pyin,  F. 

Babington,  T.  ftidley,  sir  M.  W. 

Duncannon,  vise.  Ticraey,  rt.  hon.  G- 

Grant,  J.  P.  Whitbread,  S. 
Grenfell,  Pascoe  TELLsa. 

Gordon,  R.  Smiih,  Wm. 
Lockbart,  J.  I. 

On  the  motion  of  lord  Castlereagb,  the 
House  went  into  a  Committee  of  Supply. 
Mr.  Barlnff  objected  to  going  into  the 
question  of  Supply  at  so  iat«^  an  hour. 
After  some  observations  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Bankes,  thaChancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
and  Mn  Baring,  it  was  agreed  that  the 
subjects  likely  to  excite  discussion  should 
be  postponed. 

Lord  Castlereash  then  moved;  that 
1,000,000^  should  be  granted  to  enable  bis 
Majesty  to  carry  into  execution  the  Con- 
vention with  the  King  of  Sweden,  dated 
13th  August  16 14^  which  was  agreed  to. 
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21iefd!ey,  June  IS. 

MASTBa  OF    THE  RoLLS    IN    IeBLAND.] 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Peel  it  was  ordered, 
that  the  order  of  the  day,  for  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill  to  augment  the  Salary 
of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  Ireland,  aod 
to  enable  his  Majesty  to  grant  an  addttionai 
Annuity  to  such  Master  of  the  Rolls,  on 
the  resignatk>n  of  his  office,  and  to  regu* 
late  the  disposal  of  the  offices  of  the  Six 
Clerks  in  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  Ire- 
landf  be  now  read ;  and  the  same  being 
read,  the .  righit  hon.  gentleman  oioved> 
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That  the  Bill  be  read  a  second  tiiae  tm 
Monday. 

Mr,  Vaimime  Blahe  regretted  the  poet« 
ponemeot ;  but  as  it  wooid  be  impoarible 
for  bSm  to  attend  in  his  place  in  the  future 
xStages  of  the  Bill»  he  triuted^  the  House 
would  eKcase  him  for  offec ing  a  few  words 
OD  the  present  occasion*  He  was  anxions 
to  express  his  approbation  of  the  measure, 
and  also  to  correct  an  impression  calcn* 
lated  io  be  prodoced  by  the  statement  of 
a  right  bon.  baronet,  that  the  Master  of 
the  AolU  in  Ireland  was  raised  to  his 
judicial  dnties  in  order  to  enable  the  Lord 
Chaneeller  of  Ireland  to  do  that  which  he 
nerer  had  done,  namely,  to  attend  in  his 
place  in  the  Hoose  of  Peers.  The  doty  of 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  England*  was 
dirided  with  the  Vice-Cbancellor ;  there 
was  no  Vice-Chancellor  in  IreUiid,  and 
therefore  the  doty  of  the  Master  of  the 
Bolls  in  Ireland  was  enoaily  important 
and  onerous  with  that  of  the  Master  of  the 
Rolk  in  England  ;  and  that  doty  has  been 
performed  with  an  ability  and  diligence 
quite  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  eminent  law 
aothoriiy  who,  presided  at  the  Court  of 
Chancery  in  Ireland,  and  also  to  the  full 
satisfaction  of  the  whole  bar,  and  people  of 
that  country.  There  was  no  instance  of 
an  appointment  received  with  such  general 
approbaUon  as  that  of  the  present  Master 
of  the  Rolls  in  Ireland*-an  approbation 
which  was  quite  sufficient  to  silence  in  the 
mind  of  his  cotemporaries  erery.  feeling  of 
jealousy  or  of  envy.  Was  it  fit  that  he 
should  not  be  enabled  to  preserre  the  dig« 
nity  of  his  judicial  situation  by  an  adequate 
allowance?  The  salary  of  the  present 
Master  of  the  Rolls  of  England,  including 
the  Tulue  of  his  hoose,  was  5j0i0Ol.  per 
annum,  and  it  would  hare  been  mere  if 
he  had  not  declined  an  increase.  It  was 
equally  competent  to  that  right  hon.  gen* 
tlemf  n  to  ofler  to  do  the  doty  of  hb  office 
without  any  salary;  but  such  an  olfer 
could  not  alter  the  principle  acted  upon 
by  Parliament  when  the  increase  was 
oAred.  The  case  therefore  was  to  be 
^enfor  the  purposes  of  the  present  argu* 
ment,  as  if  the  increase  had  not  been  re« 
faaed.  t 

Mr*  Hema*. re-stated. some  of  his  objec* 
tiofie  to  the  measure,  and  declared  that 
even  the  authority  of  the  Attorney  ^Gene- 
ral for  Ireland  would  not  satisfy  him  that 
the-Masier  of  the  Bolls  had  a  right  to  make 
money  of  the  Six  Clerks  offices. 

Mr.  Peel  said,  the  present  Master  of  the 
Bolls  for  Ireland  bid  aerer  taken  those 


emoluments  for  the  Six  Clerks'  offices 
which  his  predecessors  bad  enjoyed,  and 
.shortly  vindicated  the  measure. 

Mr.  Pomondy,  when  the  subject  had  been 
brought  forward  in  Mr.  Perceval's  time, 
had  been  of  opinion  that  the  Six  Clerks 
who  bad  purchased  their  offices  with  aifa 
understanoing  that  they  might  sell  them 
again,  ought  to  be  exempted  from  the 
measure  then  submitted  to  Parliament 

The  second  reading  of  the  Bill  was  poBt<* 
poned  to  Monday*    . 

MoTieir.  asspa<;niio  tea  Paopire  of 
TBB  Bank  of  Enoland*]  Mr*  Gra^i^ 
prior  to  proceeding  with  the  motion  ojf 
which  he  had  given  notice,  on  the  subject 
of  the  balance  of  public  money  in  thc^ 
hands  of  the  Bank,  moved,  *'  that  the 
second  Report  of  the  Cbmmittee  on  the 
Publif  Expenditure  be  entered  as  read  ;'' 
which  having  been  done,  the  hon.  gentle* 
man  proceeded  to  observe,  that  the  motion 
he  was  about  to  submit  to  the  House  was 
founded  on  the  document  which  lutd  just 
been  entered  as  read,  and  on  various  papers 
which  had  been  laid  on  the  table  of  the 
House  ■huffing  reference  to  certain  trans- 
actions subsisting  between  the  Bank  of 
England  and  the  Government.  He  was 
here  desirous  of  stating,  that  it  had  never 
entered  into  his  contemplationi  to  propose 
a  measure  that  would  operate  on  any  con- 
tract now  existing  between  Governnient 
and  the  Bank — and  still  less  had  it  entered 
into  his  view  of  the  subject,  to  bring  for- 
ward a  proposition  that  would  go  to  rescind 
any  of  those  agreements,  made  by  the 
Bank  of  England,  and  sanctioned  by  the 
authority  of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  wMch 
would  expire  in  the  month  of  April  next.- 
Yet  it  was,  he  conceived,  in  some  degree 
neoessary  that  he  should  not  let  the  pre- 
sent session  pass  away,  without  laying  be- 
fore the  House,  a  cofl^bined  practical  view' 
of  the  focts  contained  in  the* papers  laid' 
before  them»  He  meant  not  to  move  any 
thing  on  those  papers  that  would  operate 
at  present*  What  he  had  in  view  was, 
some  ulterior  proceedings  with  respect  to 
those  transactions,  that  would  lead  to  an 
improvement  of  the  existing  system,  in* 
the  ensuing  session  of  Parliament.  Inorder 
to  effect  thia  object,  it  appeared  to  him' 
(and  '  he  was  glad  to  iBod  his  own  jadg- 
ment  on  this  point  confirmed  by  the  opi- 
nion of  others)  that  the  best  mode  would 
be,  to  submit  io  the  consideration  of  the 
House  a  series  of  resolutions  of  fact,., 
founded  on  the  papers  now  on^the  table 
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p-Mri  in  fwbich  weold  be  emlMNlied  Um 
firacUcal  retuU  of  the  dociMwnls  iboflM^ 
feWes.  With  tbis  feeliftg  be  bad  dmwn 
up  e  nuaiber  of  reiobnioiii^  wbieb  appeeted 
to  bim  to  aosw^r  ibe  comemplftted  per* 

£09e*  .  Sefore  be  read  tboae  reaolaiiona» 
e  hoptd  ibe  Hoiue  would  aliei*  btm  to 
oril  iu  aUention  to  a  few  faeta»  cemiecied 
wltb  Ifbe.  wbole  of  tbis*.  aa  it  appeared  to 
him,  very  important  aebjaot  In  Ibe  first 
place  henrould  atale^  tbat»  neitber  in  ibe 
origin  or  progress  of  thUproceediogi  was 
be  actuated  by  any  improper  feeling  to* 
ward*  (be  Bireeiors  of  tbe  Bank  of  Eng- 
land— nor.  by'  any  wisb  to  abridge  or 
curtail  tbe  fair  and  legitimate  profils  of 
Ibat  establisbment.  Amongst  ibe  diredora 
tbere  were  many  wbom  be  bad  long  been 
proud  to  call  bis  fri^nds'^-and  tbere  was 
not  en  individual  in  ibat  body  towards 
wbom  be  did  not  look  wilb  respect*  As 
to  ibe  establisbment  itself,  no  person  ap^ 
preciated  more  bigbly  iban  be  did,  ibe 
great  ad  vanuge  whicb  tbe  country  derived 
from  itj  and  be  boped  it  would  long  con- 
tinue to  derive,  benefit  from  ibat  great  lo- 
aiitution.  But  it  appeared  to  bim,  ibat  all 
tbe  advantages  whicb  it  was  capable  of 
bestowingi  migbt  be  obtained  without 
calling  for  those  great  pecuniary  sacrifices 
from  tbe  public,  which  helped  to  support 
that  wealiby  corporation.  He  meant  not 
to  cast  blame  or  censure  on  tbe  directors 
of  the  Bank  for  what  had  passed.  If  ceo- 
flure  were  at  all  necessary,  be  conceived  it 
ought  rather  to  be  directed  agaiest  tbe 
right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (tbe  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer),  and  those  who 
had  filled  tbe  situation  be  now  held  for 
fiftv  years,  for  the  facility  with  which  they 
bad  lent  themselves  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  Bank  of  England,  in  the  transac* 
tions  to  which  he  had  adverted,  than  to 
the  directors  of  that  establishment;  And, 
standing  in  ibat  place,  be  could  not  help 
expressing  a  doubt,  whether  tbe  House 
itself  did  not  deserve  blame  and  censure, 
rether  than  the  Bank  :  for  though  he  held 
that  the  Bank  directors  had  duties  to  per* 
fprin  towards  the  public  (panienlarly  in 
tbe  present  state  of  the  currency  of  tbe 
country),  and  were  not  to  be  considered 
merely  as  the  protectors  of  tbe  proprietors 
of  Bank  8tock~yet,  looking  to. the  facili* 
ties  that  were  given  to  them  for  the  last 
fifty  years,  it  could  not  be  expected  that 
they  would  shun  profits,  and  refuse  bar- 
gains, whicb  were  highly  beneficial  to  tbe 
general  body. 
Having  said  tbns  mocb,  be  should  now 
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endeavour,  as  shortly  as  possible,  to  state 
the  view,  which,  as  it  appeared  to  btfls,  it 
might  be  expedient  for  toe  House  to  take 
on  the  Whole  of  ibis  subject,    in  doing 
tbis,  be  would  proceed  on  tbe  arrange* 
ment  to  which  he  had  adhered,  when  be 
first  brought  the  question  forward— con- 
fining his  obsarvations  to  two  principsd 
branches  of  tbe  subject.    One  of  these 
bad  reference  to  tbe  deposits  of  poblie 
money  in  tbe  bands  of  tbe  Bank — the 
other  respected  ibe  charges  made  for  me* 
nagiog  tbe  national  debt.     When  be  first 
brought  tbe  subject  of  tbe  deposits  under 
tbe  notice  of  the  House,  be  founded  his 
statement  «i  tbe  Report  of  tbe  ConmHtee 
of   Public   Expenditure— than  which,  a 
more  able  or  luminous  exposition  of  e 
sttbfect  of  tbis  nature,  never  emanated 
from  any  committee.     On  the  eoibority 
of  ibat  keport,  be  stated,  that  tbe  total 
amount  of  tbe  depoaiis  of  public  money, 
in  tbe  bands  of  tbe  Bank,  in  1807,  was 
ll,O0O,000f. ;  and,  having  no  reason  to 
believe  that  any  diminution  bad   taken 
place  in  those  balances,  fi'om  1807  to  the 
period  when  he  introduced  bis  motion^  he 
rated  them  at  tbe  same  amount,  namely, 
1  i  ,000,000/.    He  contended  then,  as  be 
did  now,  that  those  balancesi  which  were 
unpioducttTe  to  tbe  poblie,  were  produc- 
tive to  tbe  Bank,  to  tbe  amount  of  tbe 
wbole  anneal   interest  on  ibe  entire  of 
those  deposits— and    which,    of   course, 
most  be  550,000/.  per  annum.    This  be 
considered  as  the  sum  whicb  tbe  pvbltc 
paid  to  tbe  Bank  of  England,  for  tbe 
limited  and  ciroomscrtbed  service  of  act- 
ing as  bankers  to  ibe  natioil.     He  was 
told|  that  he  bad  greatly  exaggerated  the 
amount  t^f  tbe  deposits,  for  the  balanees 
bad  been  very  much  diminished,  as  would 
appear  when  the  papers  were  produced. 
Tbe  papers  were  now  produced ;  and  what 
was  the  result  ?  Why,  he  found  that  the 
balanees  were  not  diminished,  bat  ibat 
they   were  Increased.    Oil   an  average, 
these  balances  amoonted,  in  July,  1814, 
to  11,966,371/.;   and  be  contended  that 
be  vras  entitled  to  consider  the  iritercet  on 
that  sum,  Making  nearly  600,0001.  as  tbe 
price  whicb  tbe  public  paid  to  tbe  Bank 
in  that  year,  i^r  acting  as  their  bankers. 
The  Items  of  tbe  difierent  balances  were 
as  follow :«— 

1814»UDoki|Bed  Divi4eadl... JS  6¥>fiO0 

Castooii^  fixcisei  aodSUaips  507,000 

Pott-Master-Geberal 31,000 

▼arioiiB  deposits  of  Gorem* 

meat  rf..«.<..«<tMM  '    Sf*l^,0^ 
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other  bftUocfls 479,00d 

Under  the  head  o/  Excbe- 
chequer  Deposits  (Exche- 
«)iierb  bills  and  Bink^lioles 
deposited  in  chests  of  the 
Tellen  of  the  Eieheq«aer 
ascasb) ^ ^..       6^42,000 

The  whole  makiog  an  aggregate  of ...      1 1,9^,000 

He  thought  hf  hnd  said  eHoogh  ott  this 
ptn  of  the  f  tibjecty  to  saliify  the  Hoi^e 
that  be  wai  noi  guilty  of  isy  emggera* 
tiofii  whon,  in  April  lntt«  he  took  the 
aiDooDt  at  U,000|000/.  There  were  iwo 
poiota»  retpeoting  these  depo6iU,on  which 
bowoold  make  a  lew  obiervations—Firtt. 
bow  far  ihoee  bi^aiioes  were  pradoctive  of 
profit  to  the  Bank;  and  next»  hdw  hi  it 
was  practicable  to  anke  thoai  profitable 
to  the  public.  He  ^ould  not  detain  Ibe 
House  long  on  these  poinia;  for,  what- 
OYer  difierence  of  opinion  might  exiat  on 
other  matters^  he  belioTed  but  one  tentl*- 
ment  prevailed  at  present  on  the  sabjett 
of  |be  pse6t  aaade  from  those  balatices, 
namely^  that  they  were  as  beneficial  to 
the  Bank  of  £nghuid,  aa  they  woald  be  to 
private  bankcrsi  if  placed  in  their  bands. 
Nay,  they  were  more  profitable«»-becaose 
deposits  cannot  be  mane  available  to  pri* 
vate  bankers  to  their  whole  extent.  They 
mast  always  bare  in  their  drawers  a 
certain. portion  of  unproductive  capital  to 
meet  any  demand  that  might  be  made  on 
them.  This  was  not  the  case  with  the 
Bank  of  England.  They  had  no  necessity 
to  keep  any  balance  in  their>  coffers.  If 
a  demand  were  made  on  them,  they  had 
only  to  provide  themselves  with  papei^ 
pen,  and  ink,  and  they  were  at  onee  able 
to  meet  it.  Sopposing,  however,  that 
thete  were  persons  who  sCill  contended 
that  those  balances  were  not  productive 
to  the  Bank  of  England,  they  most  admit 
this,  that  they  were  unproductive  to  the 
public;  and  if  any  means  conld  bede> 
irised  to  make  them  beneficial  to  the 
ooontry,  they  could  not  deny  that  it  wonld 
be  a  very  desirable  object.  The  qaestion, 
then,  was,  in  what  way  they  could  be 
tendered  profitable?  He  bad  no  heaita'- 
tion  in  saying)  that  various  modes  might 
IM  adopted  §oT  that  porpoae,  which  could 
bo  easily  carried  into  e4iect,  tf  the  Bank 
of  England  gave  its  cordial  oo-operauoo, 
and  which  were  practicable,  even  if  the 
Bank  endeavooi^  to  resist  them.  In  the 
first  plaee,  the  Bank  might  advance  to  th^ 
public,  without  interest)  socb  a  proportion 
nf  those  balances,  as,  in  the  judgment  of 


oogfat  lo  avail  tbentftelvea  of<^in  tho  samft 
way,  precisely^  as  the  Bank,  at  present^ 
granted  S,000,000<.  tritbout  interest.   Tbik 
whs  merely  usrryiog  the  principle  to  a 
greater  extent.    There  was  anotber  mode, 
similar  to  that  by  which  the  tnnsactioHB 
of  the  London  and  country  bankers  wem 
regulated.    A  certain  sum  of  money  was 
Isft  hi  she  hands  of  the  London  banket^ 
the  ase  of  which  was  considered  as  a 
stationary  reward  for  his  transacting  the 
bMsiness  of  the  country  banker.     Every 
gomea,  beyond  that«  waa  charged  with 
interest.      Why  might  not  an  arrange* 
meat  of  this  sort  be  adopted  in  the  trans- 
actions between  the  public  ind  the  Bank  f 
Suppose   n  balance   of   1, 000,000^.  was 
iodged  with  the  Bank— 4t  would,  he  con- 
oeived,  bo  a  full,  libersl,  and  most  mtini*- 
flcent  remuneration  for  carrying  on  th# 
whole  of  those  services ;  and,  he  was  coo- 
fideift  n  private  banker  would  transact  the 
boslnesi  for  one^fth  of  the  hate^est  of  that 
suasi  which  woukl  amcmnt  to  M,000/.  per 
annum.     How  woold  suoh  an  arrango* 
ment  apply  at  present  f  The  total  amooni 
of  balances  lodged  with  the  Bank  wns 
11,966,000/.    If,  then,  this  arrangement 
took  place,  the  Bank  would  advance  lo  tho 
public,  without  interest,  in  1815^  no  lesa 
iban   I0,9a6,000j.-^o«ie   million  balance 
being  left  as  a  saifioient  remuneration  for 
the  services  of  the  Bank.— The  next  bmncii 
was,  the  charge  for  managing  the  public 
debt.     On  the  5th  of  July,  1799,  the  sum 
paid  for  that  service  was  d9;000/.— «on  thh 
5th  of  April,    1615,  it  was  281,000/.*^ 
being  an  increase  of  1 82,000/.     Here,*  hn 
oonceived,  there  was  a  great  ground  for  a 
redoction  of  charge. 

There  wss  one  other  topic  on  which  ho 
wished  to  touch*— he  meant  the  increase 
in  the  circulation  of  bank-notes.  He  did 
not  wish  to  be  strictly  understood  as  de- 
siring to  soggest  the  propriety  of  any  par^ 
ticipatton,  by  the  public,  in  the  profits 
derived  by  the  Bank,  under  this  head ; 
but,  if  it  were  not  expedient  that  the  coun- 
try should  participate  in  that  advantage, 
it  at  alt  events  formed  a  strong  claim  M 
the  liberality  and  generosity  of  the  Bank. 
At  the  period  whc-n  the  restrictions  wert 
imposed,  the  amount  of  bank-notes  in  cir- 
culation, was  from  10  to  11,000,0001.;  in 
th^  lait  year,  it  was  S0,000,000f. ;  and  the 
average  was  27,000.000/  H^^rci  then,  was 
an  increase  of  lO,()00,OOOi* — giving  a  pro- 
fit of  800,000/.  per  annum.  He  concluded 
by  reading  the  following  Resolutians : 
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1 .  *'  Thai  it  appears  that  tbero  was  paid 
bjr  the  ptiblic  to  ibe  Banic  for  managing 
4he  national  debt,  including  the  charge 
for  contribntibns  on  Loans  and  Lotteries, 
in  the  year  ending  5tb  July,  1792,  the 
sumof  99,80S/.  12f.  Si.;  and  that  there 
was  paid  for  the  like  senrice,  in  the  year 
ending  April  5, 1815,  thesom  of  28 1,568^ 
0#.  liji.  being  an  increase  of  181,7M(. 
]  U*  6|i.  In  addition  to  which  the  Bank 
of  England  have  charged  at  the  rate  of 
IfiSOL  per  million  on  the  amount  of  pro- 
perty duty  received  at  the  Bank  on  pro* 
fits  ariiing  from  professions,  trades,  and 
offices. 

2.  ^  That  the  total  amount  of  bank* 
notes  and  bank  post* bills  in  circulation  in 
the  years  1795  and  1796  (the  latter  being 
the  year  preyioos  to  the  restriction  on 
cash  pay  menu),  and  in  the  year  1814  was 
'as  follows: 

1795,  Febw  1,  18,735,580/. ;   Aag.  1,  n»814,000t 

'     1796,  Feb.  1,  10,784.740/.;  Aug.  1,    9,856.1101 

1814,  Feb.  1,  85,154,950/.  j  Aog.  1,88,808,^0/. 

3.  "  That  at  present,  and  during  many 
years  past,  more  particularly  since  the 
year  1806,  considerable  sums  of  public 
money,  forming  together  an  average  sta* 
tionary  balance  amounting  to  many  mil- 
lions, hate  been  deposited  with,  or  ether- 
wise  placed  in  th;  custody  of  the  Bank  of 
England,  acting  in  this  respect  as  the 
bankers  of  the  public. 

4«  "  That  it  appears  from  a  Report, 
ordered  to  be  printed  August  10,  1807, 
4iroro  <  the  Committee  on  the  Public  £x- 
*  penditure  of  the  United  Kingdom,'  thai 
the  ai^gregate  amount  of  balances,  and 
deposits  of  public  money  in  the  hands  of 
the  Bank  of  England,  including  banlc- 
notes,  deposited  in  the  Exchequer,  made 
up  in  four  different  periods  of  the  quarter, 
ending  5th  Jan.  1 807,  fluctuated  betwixt 
the  sums  of  11, 46 1,200/.  and  12,198,236/., 
including  bank-notes  deposited  in  the 
chests  of  the  Exchequer;  or,  8,178,536/, 
and  9,948|400/.,  excluding  bank-notes  de. 
posited  in  the  Exchequer. 

5.  *'  That  the  aggregate  amolintof  such 
deposits,  together  with  the  exchequer^biils 
and  bank-notes  deposited  in  the  chests  of 
the  four  Tellers  of  the  Exchequer,  was,  on 
an  average,  in  the  year  1814,  11,966,371/. 
including  bank-notes  deposited  at  ~  the 
Exchequer,'  amounting  to  642,264/. ;  or, 
1 1,324,107/.,  excluding  bank-notes  depo* 
sited  at  the  Exchequer. 

6.  "  That  it  appears  that  this  aggregate 
amount  of  deposits,  together  with  such 
portions  of  the  amount  of.  hank-notea.and 
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bank  'post-bills,  in  circolation,  as  may 
liaTe  been  invested  by  the  Bank  in  secu- 
rities bearing,  interest,  was  productive, 
during  the  same  period,  of  interest  and 
profit  to  the  Bank  of  England. 

7.  "  That  the  only  participation  hitherto 
enjoyed  by  the  public,  since  the  year 
1806,  in  the  profits  thus  made  on  such  de^ 
posits  by  the  Bank,  has  consisted  in  a  loaiv 
of  3,000,0001.  advanced  to  the  public  hy 
the  Bank,  by  the  46  Geo.  3,  cap.  41,  bear* 
ing  3  per  cent,  interest,  whioa  loan  was 
discharged  in  December,  1814,  and  in  an* 
other  loan  of  3,000,000i.  advanced  to  the 
public  by  the  Bank,  by  the  48  Geo.  3, 
cap.  3,  free  of  any  charge  of  interest, 
which  loan  became  payable  in  December 
1814;  but  has,  by  an  Act  of  the  present 
session  of  parliament,  cap.  16,  been  con« 
tinued  to  the  5th  of  April,  1816. 

8.  '<  That  this  House  will  Uke  into  early 
consideration  the  advantages  derived  by 
the  Bank,  as  well  firom  the  management  of 
the  National  Debt,  as  from  the  amount  of 
balances  of  public  money  remaining  in 
their  hands/  with  the  view  to  the  adoption 
of  such  an  arrangement,  when  the  engage* 
ments  now  subsisting  shall  have  expired, 
as  may  be  consistent  with  what  is  due  to 
the  interests  of  the  public,  and  to  the 
rights,  credit,  and  stability  of  the  Bank  of 
England.'' 

The  question  being  put  on  the  first  Re- 
solution, 

The  ChmteeUar  qf  the  Exchequer  observ* 
ed,  that  on  a  string  of  resolutions  which 
related  to  so  many  complicated  trsnsac* 
tions,  it  was  impossible  for  the  House  im- 
mediately to  decide,  with  satisfaction  to 
themselves  or  justice  to  the  parties;  and 
he  could  take  no  other  course  than  to 
move  an -adjournment  of  the  debate  to 
afford  time  for  consideration.  If  the  bon. 
mover  had  taken  the  same  view  of  the 
question,  it  would  have  been  the  most 
convenient  course  that  he  should  have  ab- 
stained from  any  remarks  on  bringing 
them  forward ;  but  as  the  hon.  mover  had 
made  some  observations,  he  (the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer)  should  also  think 
it  necessary  to  say  a  few  words.  Asa 
servant  of  the  public,  it  was  his  duty,  per- 
haps, to  attempt  to  push  ^to  the  utmost 
extent  the  statements  of  the  hon.  gentle^ 
man;  but  he  had  .a  duty  to  justice,  which 
was  superior  to  his  official  duties,  and 
which  obliged  him.  to  say,  that  bon>  gen- 
tleman's statements  were  exaggerated,  and. 
his  deductions  erroneous.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman bad  taken  the  amount  of  the  ba.« 
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lance  in  the  hands  of  the  Bank  jast  pre« 
tiout  to  the  bargain  conclnded  between 
Mr.  Perceval  and  the  Bank,  with  that  now 
in  their  hands.  The  increase  had  been 
not  quite  a  million,  and  the  poblic  conti* 
nned  to  receive  the  remuneration  which 
Mr.  Perceval  had  stipulated  for.  Wheh 
that  agreement  of  the  Bank  with  the  pub- 
lic expired,  it  might  be  proper  to  consider 
how  far  that  bargain  had  been  beneficial ; 
in  the  mean  time,  the  Bank  could  not  be 
censured  as  if  it  had  imposed  upon  the 
public,  as  it  paid  the  sum  which  had  been 
stipulated  for  in  1 808.  It  was  said  ihat 
the  Bank  tould  make  more  profit  from  the 
balance  which  remained  in  its  hands  than 
private  bankers,  because  it  need  only  have 
recourse  to  pen  and  ink.  If  the  Bank  so 
managed  their  aiiairs,  poblic  credit  would 
be  in  a  most  dangerous  state;  neither 
would  they  be  justified  to  Parliament  and 
the  Country  if  they  increased  their  issues 
without  regard  to  any  thing  but  their  own 
convenience.  As  to  the  terms  on  which 
privatebankers  would  undertake  the  care 
of  the  public  money,  he  was  very  ready 
to  believe'  that  there  were  many  in  Lon- 
don who  would  be  glad  to  get  eleven  mil- 
lions into  their  hands  on  any  terms  at  all ; 


entrusted  to  them,  and  he  should  in  a  few 
days  snbmit  a  motion  to  the  Hoase,  th'e 
object  of  which  was  to  make  an  arrange^ 
ment,  by  which  the  poblic  would  obtain  a 
benefit  from  the  extent  of  this  species  of 
circulation.  The  extent  of  the  Bank  issues 
had  been  alike  advantageous  to  the  Banl^. 
and  the  Country,  and  afforded  no  ground 
to  extort  unfair  terms  from  the  Bank  in 
any  bargain  made  between  that  body 
and  the  public.  As  to  the  charge  on  tKe 
amount  of  the  Property-tax  paid  into  the 
Bank,  it  was  so  small  that  it  was  the  last 
thing  he  should  have  thought  would  have 
been  objected  to ;  indeed,  the  whole  of  the 
management  of  that  tax  was  extremely 
economical.  He  should  move  as  an 
amendment^  that  the  debate  be  adjourned 
to  this  day  week :  in  the  mean  time  any 
hon.  gentleman  might  move  for  parwrs  to 
elucidate  the  transactions  to  which  the 
Resolutions  referred. 

Mr.  Poiuonfy  did  not  rise  to  oppose  the 
amendment  of  the  right  hon.  gentlemijf% 
but  to  correct  the  mis-statements  which 
he  had' urged  against  the  motion  of  his 
hon.  friend,  Jwho  by  no  means  insinuated 
a  charge  against  the  Bank  for  the  terms 
on  which  they  transacted  the  public  bu- 


but  the  question  wasj  whether  these  bank-    siness ;  but  merely  on  the  ground  of  an 


ers  could  afford  such  security  to  the 
public  as  to  justify  the  repeal  of  twenty 
Acts,  by  which  the  public  money  was 
specially  directed  to  be~  paid  into  the 
Bank  of  England.  It  was  true  that  the 
charge  of  the  Bank  for  the  management 
of  the  pulMic  debt,  had  increased  from 
about  lOOiOOO/.  to  280,000/.  since  1792; 
but  the  amount  of  the  debt  manag^  had 
increased  in  a  still  greater  proportion,  and 
the  accounts  had  been  multiplied  to  an 
extent  not  foreseien.  The  rate  of  al  lowance 
on  the  management  of  the  debt  had  been 
lessened  of  late  years,  but  that  allowance 
might  be  revised  upon  doe  consideration ; 
but  in' the  mean  time  they^could  not  com- 
plain that  injustice  had  been  done  to  the 
poblic.  It  was  not  any  great  distance 
of  tfmt  since  the  present  allowance  had 
seemed  reasonable  to  the  Hoose.  The 
bon.  gentleman  had  not  taken  the  expense 
of  the  management  of  the  debt  at  the  lime 
when  the  last  arrangement  had  been  made 
(1808),  but  had  mounted  to  an  earlier 
period,  to  compare  the  charge  at  that  time 
with  the  charge  of  the  present  year ;  such 
a  comparison  was 'not,  therefore,  fair  to^ 
the'  Bank.  As  to  the  increase  of  the  issue 
of  bank-notes,  the  Bank  was  answerable 
to  Parliament  if  they  abused  the  discretion 


improvident  bargain  having  been  made 
on  the  part  of  the  public.  No  imposition 
was  impdted  to  the  Bank ;  all  that  \vas 
wanted  was  a  revision  of  the  contract  in 
'  future,  and  he  concorred  in  the  necessity  , 
of  allowing  intermediate  time  for  that 
purpose.  The  plain  object  of  his  hon. 
friend's  motion  was  to  procure  a  fair  bar- 
gain for  the  public ;  in  doing  this  he  by  ^ 
no  means  cast  any  reflection  upon  the 
Bank.  With  reference  to  the  general 
Acts  of  Parliament^  these  were  only  bind- 
ing for  a  certain  time,  and  it  was  compe- 
tent for  Parliament  to  revise  them  at  plea- 
sore.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  concluded 
by  calling  the  serious  attention  of  th% 
House  to  the  Resolutions,  and  hoping  that 
they  would  be  printed  preparatory  to  any 
further  discussion. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  %Mt  that 
he  was  very  glad  to  hear,  that  there  was 
no  intention  of  bringing  any  charge 
against  the  Bank. 

Mr.  Grenfell,  in  explanation,  said,  that 
he  was  astonished  that  the  Chancellor  of 
the-  Exchequer  should  have  conceived 
that  there  was  any  such  intention.  He  had 
taken  pains  most  explicitly  to  disclaim 
any  such  intention. 

Mr.  Ro9c  observedi  that  the  hon.  move? 
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kad  not  explwned  to  the  Hoq^e  in  wba( 
method  the  pt^blip  money  was  to  be  dis^ 
posed  of»  if  Qot  left  ia  the  haods  of  the 
Bank.  His  only  alternative  was  to  entrust 
it  to  private  bankers. 

Mr.  Groiftf^^  explained,  that  be  had  only 
aieationed  private  bankers  with  a  view  to 
ascertain  what  was  the  proper  remunera- 
tion to  the  Bank  for  the  management  of 
ibe  public  debt* 

•IVIr.  Rose  observed*  that  if  private 
bankers  were  not  resorted  to,  there  was 
no  alternative  but  to  trust  the  money  to 
the  Bank. 

Mr.  Tiemey  saidy  that  according  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  the  public  were  in 

•  the  bands  of  the  Bank,  and  it  was  lucky 
they  did  not  exac(  still  harder  terms  frop 
ibe  public.  As  to  the  entrusting  the  pub- 
lic money  to  private    bankers,  bis  hon. 

.  friend  who  made  the  motion  had  said  no* 
Ihing  of  the  kind  ;  he  had  merely  meii«> 
tioned    private  bankers  to   illustrate  the 

.  subject.  He  would  appeal  to  any  banker 
in  the  House,  whether  the  staple  balance 
which  his  hon.  friend  had  fixed  on  as  a 
remuneration  to  the  Baak  was  not  ample, 
supposing  the  security  sufficient.  Would 
not  the  hon*  baronet  opposite  (sir  W, 
Curtis)  be  ready  to  jump  at  one-third  of 
the  sum  ?  Notwithstanding  the  assertion 
of  the 'right  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke 
last,  it  had  been  thought  by  some  welU 
informed  persons,  that,  it  was  possible  to 
set  up  an  establishment  in  opposition  to 

*  the  Bank  of  £ogland  as  its  rival  in  the 
management  of  the  money  affairs  of  the 

,     public.-^The  right  hon.  gentleman  ex* 

Eressed  his  surprise  that  the  House  had 
eard  nothing  upon  the  subject  from  the 
Bank  itself.  There  were  the  governor 
and  two  directors  pf  the  Bank  in  that 
House,  and  yet  none  of  them  spoke  a 
word.  But  it  seemed  the  resolution  of 
these  gentlemen  never  to  open  their  lips, 
unless  they  could  get  something  by  it. 
They  should  not,  however,  leave  a  discus* 

,  aion  of  this  nature  to  be  managed  on  their 
part  solel)^  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  £x* 
'  chequer^  for  that  was  not  dealing  fairly 
either  by  that  right  hon.  gentleman  or  by 
the  House.  Biit  such  conduct,  combined 
with  other  circumstances,  served  to  be» 
tray  the  existence  of  that  clandestine  sys- 
tem between  the  Bank  and  the  Treasury 

^  which  he  had  long  suspected;  for  he 
could  never  get  at  the  secret  of  how  many 
exchequer- bills  were  purchased   by    the 

^  Bank.  No;  this  fact  was  studiously  con- 
cealedf  and  that  conceal^ient  acc9^uoted 
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for  the  secret  understanding  which  pre- 
vailed between  the  parties  alluded  to* 
But  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  Chancellor 
of  the  ]Ej[chequer  for  the  time  being,  thai 
the  Bank  was  not  made  duly  answerable 
for  the  profit  of  the  public  b^^noes  re- 
maining in  his  hands.  For  no  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  could,  under  existing 
circumstances,  safely  dispute  with  tbe 
Bankji  as  the  foct  was,  that  the  Treasnry 
could  not  go  on  without  the  concurrence 
and  aid  of  that  body.  Hence  the  Bank 
had  tbe  power  to  make  as  good  a  bargaiq 
for  itself  as  it  thought  proper*  Tbe  Hooae 
had  no  doubt  heard  a  great  deal  aboni 
liberality  and  fine  feeling  in  the  Uraosac- 
tiona  of  the  Bank  with  regard  to  the  pah* 
lie ;  but,  without  n^eaning. any  disrespect^ 
he  really  could  not  calcnlete  upon  much 
fine  feeling  or  liberality  to  the  eaat  4)f 
Temple-bar,  especially  upon  money  mat* 
ters— [A  laugh].  The  object  of  his  hon, 
friend's  motion  was  |o  asoertain  the  eeso* 
lumeiits  derived  by  the  Bank  ffom  its 
transactions  with  tha  public,  in  order  to 
know  wh^t  participation  of  profit  the  pub^ 
lie  vf as  intitled  to  expect ;  tmd  eccoidin^ 
to  the  last  Resolution,  i\  was  tbe  opinioa 
of  his  hon,  friend  tbtl  ^  ssucb  better  ar<r 
rangemeot  for  the  public  might  be  made 
with  the  Bank,  |haa  ^hat  which  at  pfesant 
existed.  In  this  opiiiioa  be  decidedly 
concurred.  He  did  qot  require  or  expect 
that  an  improved  artaiigemeat  ooold  be 
obtained  by  the  Chancellor  ^f  the  Ex« 
chequer,  or  by  any  individual  holding  hi9 
office  ;  for  he  could  qol  Well  drive  a  bar^ 
gain  with  a  body  upon  whose  will  the 
Treasury  was^  so  dependent.  But- he  pot 
it  to  that  House  to  consider,  whether  the 
public  had  not  a  fw  claim  to  a  doe  share 
of  those  enormous  pvofits,  which  tbe  Bank 
extracted  from  the  exigencies  of  the  count 
try.  No  one  coald  deny,  that  in  coose* 
quence  of  the  restriction  of  cash  payments* 
the  Bank  derived  a  profit  far  beyond  what 
could  have  been  contemplated  by  the 
Bank  proprietors,  before  that  restriction 
took  place.  Those  proprietors,  then, 
should  not  be  allowed  to  monopolise  pro- 
fits arising  out  of  tbe  distress  of  the  em- 
pire. Some  return  was  safely  due  to  the 
public;  but  an  adequate  return  oould 
never  be  expected  through  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  of  the  Treasury.  IC 
however,  that  House  took  up  the  qoealioii* 
he  had  no  doubt  that  the  Bank  wonld 
be  obliged  to  make  such  return ;  and 
with  that  view  he  supported  hhi  hon. 
friend's  proposiUoOt    But  he  shoald  ceo* 
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sent  to  the  proposed  postponement  of  ihe 
discuMiooy  in  the  hope  tbat  some  resolu- 
tions woold  be  broeghi  forward  on  the 
other  side,  calculated  to.  put  the  House 
ID  ciocnplete  possession  of  the  case.  Those 
ResolOlioDs,  however,  should  not  be  left 
entirely  to  ihe  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer«  but  should  coiHain  what  the  Bank 
bad  to  state;  and  therefore  he  expected 
that  althoiigti  the  Bank  directors  declined 
to  speak » they  would  endeavour  to  wr4te 
for  the  information  of  the  House  upon  thi« 
question. 

Mr.  Roic  explained.  He  thought  it 
migbi  be  proper  to  re-consider  the  bar- 
gain with  the  Bank>  as  the  public  Were 
undoubtedly  entitled  to  as  good  an  ar- 
rangement as  could  be  n»ade  for  them. 

Mr.^  HuikiMion  defended  ihe  bargein 
made  with  ihe  Bank  by  the  late  Mr.  Per- 
ceval, in  ia08.  '  In  ihai  transaction  Go* 
▼ernment  had  emplojred  every  possible 
argument* in  favour  of  the  public,  and  It 
was  not  without  considerable  difficulty 
ihat  they  obtained  from  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors a  loan  of  three  millions  without 
interest.  It  was, '  hosr ever,  now  open  to 
ihe  House  to  re-emisider  the  bargain. 

Mr.  Tienuy  explained.  He  was  now 
more  fully  convinced  than  ever,  thai  no 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could  do 
what  he  wished  to  do,  t^l  different  ar- 
langements  were  made.  It  now  turned 
out  that  the  bargain  was  such  as  might 
have  been  mended  ;  and  as  Mr.  Perceval 
bad  tried  every  argument  without  efiect, 
it  showed  that  Threadneedle-street  was  an 
overmasch  for  Downing-atreet, 

Mr.  Hwkiison  eiiplained.  Government 
had  only  consented  to  such  a  bargain  as 
ihey  thoogbtv  was  6t  between  the  public 
and  ^he  Baok. 

Mr.  Tkomion  said,  thai  as  i^  was.  in- 
iendad  to  print;  the  hon.  gentleman's  Re- 
aoltttions,  he  •should  have  abstained  from 
making  any  remarks  until  a  future  day, 
but  he  thought  the  House.might  be  misled 
by  the  Hesolution  Ihat  excluded  the  bank* 
notes  deposited  at  the  Exchequer  from 
ihe  public  balances  in.  ihe  two  periods  of 
1 807  '  and  1814,  w  hie  h  were  com  pared 
with  each  other,  as  the  leaving  out  these 
bank-notes  made  a  difference  in  the  de- 
posit ^  of  three  millions  beyond  what  it 
ceally  was.  He  objected  to  the  last  Re- 
solution, by  which  the  House  was  called 
upon  to- pledge  itself  to  take  into  consi- 
deration the  arrangement  between  ihe 
Bank  and  the  public,  which  bad  always 
theretofore  been  entrusted  to  the  Executive 

(VOL.  XXXI.  I 


Government,  and  in  matters  of  so  much 
confidence  and  delicacy,  could  not  be 
.elsewhere  so  well  placed.  With  respect 
to  the  allowance  to  the  Bank  for  the  ma- 
nagement of  ihe  public  debt,  he  said  it 
was  true  that  in  171^2  the  allowance  was 
about  99,000/.,  and  in  1814,  280,000/.: 
but  did  gentlemen  consider  the  immense 
increase  in  the  national  debt ;  the  risk  and 
the  difficulty  of  conducting  it?  The  num- 
ber of  clerks  was  in  the  first  period  380  ; 
and  now  above  1,000.  He  next  adverted 
to  the  gratuitous  services  rendered,  by  the 
Bank  to  the  public:— for  receiving  the 
tax  on  trading  profits,  they  charged  no- 
thing ;  17,500,000/.  5  per  cents,  had  been 
either  paid  of}^  or  converted  into  other 
stock,  without  any  charge  for  superintend" 
ing  this  aervice;  nearly  one  hundred 
millions  of  exchequer-bills .  had,  in  the 
last  eif^ht  years,  been  funded,  and  no 
charge  n^e  for  it  by  the  Bank.  Lastly, 
by  the  capital  of  the  Bank,  lent  at  3  per 
cent,  interest,  three  millions  without  in- 
terest, and  other  concessionS|  the  public 
derived  a  benefit  from  that  corporation  of 
490,000/.  a  year.  He  stated,  that  it  was 
his  anxious  wish,  and  that  qf  his  brother 
directors,  that  what  was  fair  and  just  be* 
tween  the  public  and  the  Bank  should 
take  efiect;  and  he  was  confident  the 
House  might  safely,  as  heretofore,  leave 
the  arrangement  to  theman^Government, 
reserving  to  itself  the  undoubted  right  to 
sanction  or  disapprove  the  bargain  when 
it  should  have  been  made.  One  principle, 
however,  he  must  guard  the  House 
against,  which  was,  the  k>eing  supposed  to 
connive  at  the  restriction  on  cash  pay- 
ments longer  than  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary. If  the  Bank  and  the  public  were  to 
participate  in  the  profits  on  the  supposed 
issue  of  an  increased  extent  in  copsequence 
of  the  restriction,  they  would  naturally 
and  very  fairly  be  supposed  to  have  a 
concurrent  interest  in  continuing  it  ;  and 
the  best  security  for  a  wholesome  limit  to 
its  duration  would  be  taken  away.  He 
wished,  and  could  with  confidence  say  of 
the  other  directors  of  the  Bank,  that  they 
were  axious  to  maintain  a  limited  issue  of 
bank«noles,  and  to  return  to  the  payment 
of  their  notes  in  cash  the  moment  it  could 
be  done  with  safety  to  the  commercial 
and  political  interests  of  the  state* 

Mr.  Grtnfell,  in  reply  to  the  hon.  di- 
rector, stated,  that  he  did  not  propose  any 
inquiry  with  regard  to  ihe  private  affairs. 
of  the  Bank:  bu&^as  far  as  the  public 
were    concerned    ^ith    that    body,     h^ 
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thoDght  it  the  daty  of  the  House  to 
instiiote  an  ioquiiy,  in  order  to  secore 
to  the  public  its  doe  share  of  profits 
upon  a  coarse  of  dealing  in  which 
the  Bank  was  a  naterial  gainer.  He  de- 
nied that  bis  Resolulions  conuined  any 
iiiaccoracy.  As  to  excheqoer-bills,  he 
asked  whether  the  Bank  was  not  in  the 
habit  of  depositing  such  bills  at  the  Ex- 
cheqoer,  in  exchange  for  bank-notes, 
which  bills  bore  interest  not  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  poblic,  but  for  that  of  the  Bank? 
Also»  whether  the  Bank  was  not  in  the 
habit  of  depositing  special  notes  with  the 
Tellers  of  the  Excheaoer,  which  notes 
coo  Id  not  be  properly  denominated  Bank- 
notes, and  which  were  not  therefore  in* 
claded  in  the  accoont  of  the  issoes  of  the 
Bank  ?  If  he  was  rightly  informed,  the 
answer  mast  be  in  the  afllnnatire,  and 
this  system  furnished  an  additional  source 
of  profit  to  the  Bank,  withcat  any  doe 
return  to  the  public.  With  regard  to  the 
number  of  clerks  employed  by  the  Bank, 
it  could  not  be  pretended  that  any  great 
proportion  of  those  clerks  was  engaged  in 
the  public  service.  One  hundred  of  them, 
indeed,  were  employed  in  superintending 
the  issue  of  ll.  and  2/.  notes;  and  as  to 
the  collection  of  the  Property-tax  upon 
the  dividends,  it  was  simply  nothing  more 
than  ihi9,  that  where  a  stock-holder  was 
entitled  to  a  dividend  of  100/.  the  Bank 
paid  him  only  90/.,  and  how  could  the 
Bank  pretend  to  demand  any  remunera- 
•tion  from  the  public  for  a  thing  which 
could  not  be  said  to  occasion  any  trouble? 
'Bat  the  case  between  the  public  and  the 
Bank  was  shortly  this,  that  the  latter  de* 
rived  an  increased  profit  of  80,000/.  per 
annum  from  the  restriction  of  cash  pay- 
ment, of  which  profit  he  maintained  that 
the  public  was  entitled  to  a  fair  participa- 
tion, and  to  obtain  that  remuneration  was 
the  object  of  his  propositions. 

Mr.  Forbes  said,  that  the  country  owed 
a  great  obligation  to  the  hon.  member  for 
bringing  this  question  before  the  House, 
and  added,  that  the  Bank  did  not  pay  by 
any  means  a  due  commutation  for  stamp- 
duties  ;  for  it  paid  only  42,000/.  a  year 
on  this  score,  while  160,000/.  were  paid 
by  the  private  banks,  although  the  latter 
did  not  issue  half  as  many  notes  as  the 
former.  In  order  to  ascertain  the  compa- 
rative issue  of  these  notes,  the  hon.  mem- 
ber gave  notice  of  a  motion  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  GrenfcU  hoped,  the  hon.  gentle- 
man vtouki  make  a  motion  on  that  sub- 


ject ;  if  not,  he  pledged  biiMelf  Io  tnake 
it.  He  believed,  that  ep  to  last  aMNitfa, 
the  amount  of  bank-Dotea  in  circnlatioti 
was  27  millions. 

.  After  a  few  words  fron  Mr.  Meliiah^ 
the  question  was  pot,  and  carried,  that  ibe 
farther  debate  on  the  Rcsolotioiis  riKNiM 
be  adjoamed  to  that  day  se^ooight* 

Bill  to  ncTcirr  iLLfciT  IiiPorrATiox 
OP  Slaves.]     Mr.   WUkerfaret  rose,  par* 
suant  to  notice,  to  bring  ender  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Hoose,  his  motioo  re* 
specting  the  registry  of  slavea  in  the  Brr- 
ttsh  colonies.     He  feh  a  satisfaction,  he 
said,  in  thinking  that  the  measure  which 
he  intended  to  propose  was  one  which  in* 
volved  no  novehy  of  principle,  bat  woe,  ia 
fact,  merely  a  supplement  to  the  Bill  for 
the  abolition  of  the  SlaTe-trade.    It  had 
been  already  adopted,  to  a  certain  extent, 
in  the  island  of  Tirinidad,  after  a  most  ma- 
tore  and  deliberate  investigation,  and  had 
proved  highly  beneficial.     He  was  happy 
to  add  also,  that  the  principle  of  the  mem* 
sure  was  one  which  had  rttmweA  the  de- 
cided approbation  of  the  late  Mr.  Perce- 
val, and  which  it  had  «)ways  been  his  in- 
tention to  extend  to  those  eokmies  which 
have  colonial  legislatures,  as  weH  as  to 
those  which  had  not.     He  was  concerned 
to  hear,  however,  that  he  might  expect  to 
receive  opposition  from  many  gentlemen 
in  thai  House,  who  represented  the  West- 
India  Interest  in  it ;   and  that  opposition 
rendered  it  the  more  necessary  that  be 
should  distinctly  state  the  great  principle 
upon  which  he  intended  to  rest  his  niea« 
sure.    The  object  of  it  was  not  merely  to 
check  the  various  means  by  which  the 
abolition  laws  were  evaded  or  violated, 
but  to  prevent   the  continaanee  of  the 
source  of  the  evil  itself.    Many  of  bis 
friends  who  then  heard  him  would  re* 
member  that,  daring  the  variooa  diacas- 
sions  upon  the  abolition  of  the  Slave-trade, 
it  was  constatitly  urged,   both    in   that 
House  and  out  of  it,  that  no  sabatantial 
bent  fit  could  be  obtained,  unless  measures 
were  devised  to  introduce  those  moral  re- 
gulations with  respect  to  the  treatment  of 
the  slaves,  which  might  secure  a  sapply 
of  slaves  without  looking  to   the  slave* 
market  for  that  supply.    The  great  abject 
of  the  abolitionists  at  that  time  certainly 
was  to  stop  the  supply  from  Africa,  and 
thus  lay  the  foundations  for  any  soper* 
structure  which'  it  might  afterwards  be 
expedient  to  raise.     Bat  it  was  impoasible 
to  do  all  that  might  have  been  vriahed,  at 
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once;  and  indeed  be  would  frankly  con* 
fets,  that  when  the  Slave-trade  Bill  paued, 
tbe  frieoda  of  lb  at  measure  did  not  dare  lo 
encumber   it  then  wltb   more  extensive 
•operations  than  at  tbut  time  belonged  lo 
ii.   Now,  bowever,  tbe  period  bad  arrived 
wben  supplementary  measures  migbt  not 
only  be  resorted  tOj  but  wben  in  fact  they 
were  called  for  from  the  practices  which 
undoubtedly  existed   in  the  West  India 
islands.      He    most    earnestly  entreated 
tbose  gentlemen*  therefore,  who  intended 
lo  resist  tbe  motion  be  should   have  the 
honour  of  lubmitting,  maturely  and  deli- 
berately to  weigh  ail  tbe  merits  of  it  be- 
fore they  were  induced  to  oppose  it.     He 
had  been  informed,  from  various  sources 
of  intelligence,  that  tbe  illicit  introduc* 
tion  of  slaves  into  the  West  India  islands 
(he  was  bound,  injustice,  however,  to  ex* 
cept  tbe  island  of  Jamaica)  was  siill  car- 
ried on  to  a  very  great  extent ;  and  a 
strong  fact  in  confirmation  of  that  intelli- 
gence was  ^^^^  (here  had  been  but  little 
iaoreaae  in  the  price  of  slaves  since  the 
passinff  of  the  Abolition  Act.    Great  and 
dreadlal  abosei  also  in  the  treatment  of 
those  unhappy  beings  still  prevailed ;  and 
it  was  impossible,  he  feared,  to  expect 
any  beneficial  reCorm  till  some  positive 
•nactment  took  place,wbicb  ihould  clearly 
render  it  tbe  interest  of  those  who  had  a 
property  in  them  to  promote  their  com- 
forts, and  secure  tbe  means  of  their  in- 
crease without  any  possible  supply  from 
Africa.     He  was  now  contending  for  the 
happiness  and  beneBt  of  the  West  Indian 
slaves ;  and  undoubtedly  if  there  were  any 
means  that  could  be  proposed  which  would 
render  completely  eilectual  the  Abolition 
Act,  he  could  not  doubt  that  the  House 
would  be  earnestly  disposed  to  promote 
tbenu     He  would  therefore  •  stale  to  the 
House  tbe  measure  which  he  bad  in  con- 
templation for  accomplishing  that  object. 
It  was  in  fact  by  tbe  means  of  registering 
the  slaves.    The  House  was  aware  that  a 
register  of  them  was  already  kept  in  every 
island  ;    but  it  was  not  so  particular  and 
exact,  as  to  render  it  a  specification  by 
which  the  identity  of  tbe  slave. could  be 
ascertained.    Tbe  mode  of  registry  which 
he  intended  to  propose  would  precisely 
accomplish  that  object;    a  duplicate  or 
counterpart  of  it  would  also  be  transmitted 
to  this  country,  .where  it  would  be  pre- 
served,   and  constitute  the  title  of  the 
owner  to  tbe  negro  ^  so  thai  in  order  to 
praie  that  title  or  claim  to  a  negro,  it 
would  be  absolutely  ueceiaary  to  produce 


the  register.     Tbe  illicit  introduction  of 
slaves  would  thus  be  effectually  prevented, 
as  all  frauds  or  falsification  in  that  register 
would  be  subjected  to  heavy  punishment. 
Such   was  the  leading   principle   of  bis 
measure,  which  was  so  simple  that  it  ex- 
plained itself,  and  so  safe  and  so  useful, 
that  be  thought  it  would  be  laying  the 
foundation-stone  of  a  reform  which  would 
gradually  operate  through  all  tbe  ramifi- 
cations of  West-Indian  management  with 
respect  to  slaves;    and  if  such  were  the 
cfiects  that   might   be  anticipated,   who 
that  felt  any  interest  in  the  welfare  and 
happiness  of  those    unfortunate   beings, 
would  hesitate  to  give  bis  support  to  it  ?— * 
With  respect  lo  the  objection,  that  the 
measure  would  interfere  with  tbe  colonial 
legislatures,  he  denied  its  cogency.    The 
most  enlightened  of  those  legislators  would 
also  deny  it.     The  paramount  right  of 
control  on  the  part  of  tbe  Legislature  of 
this  country,  had  been  at  all  times  acknow- 
ledged.  On  this  subject  tbe  delusion  would 
soon  pass  away,  as  it  had  passed  away  on 
the  subject  of  the  abolition  of  tbe  Slave- 
trade  itself — a  measure  which  was  now 
.universally  allowed  to  be  one  of  undeni- 
able justice  and  humanity.     It  was  not  to 
be  expected  that  the  colonial  powers  would 
resist  tbe  operation  of  this  proposed  mea- 
sure ;   and  were  they  to  resist  it,  that  re- 
sistance would  be  inefiectual.   There  were 
other    considerations,    of  a  much   more 
powerful  nature,  to  induce  the  House  to 
accede  to  his  proposition,  arising  out  of 
the  duty  of  Parliament  to  provide  for  th^ 
moral  and  religious  instruction  of  tbe  ne- 
groes;   and  thus  to  endeavour  to  make 
tbem  some  amends  for  their  sufferinigs  in 
this  world,  by  opening  to  them  brighter 
prospecta  of  a  future  existence.     Above 
all  other  circumstances,  he  had  looked  to 
tbe  encouragement  of  marriage  among  the 
slaves,  as  a  necessary  and  most  beneficial 
consequence  of  tbe  abolition  of  tbe  trade. 
In  Africa,  it  appeared  from  Park's  account 
that  marriages  were  very  prevalent,  and 
very  rarely  violated.      In  St.  Domingo, 
after  the  slaves  had  vindicated  their  rights, 
marriages  became  universally  prevalent, 
and  were  much  encouraged  by  rendering 
unmarried  men  incapable  of  admission  to 
high  offices  in  the  state.     Adverting  to  the 
abolitionof  the  Slave-trade  in  France,  he  ob- 
served that  the  character  of  Buonaparte  jus- 
tified tbe  suspicion  tbathe  would  endeavour 
to  tamper  with  our  isIaiKi8,and  thus  the  Ex- 
pediency was  confirmed  of  attaching  to  our- 
selves as  much  as  possible  the  negroes  ae 
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well  as  the  free  coloured  race;  the  recent 
admission  of  the  last  of  which  to  the  right  of 
giving  evidence  on  criminal  trials,  he  had 
beefi  very  happy  to  learn.  Another  sti- 
mulus to  a  due  attention  to  the  interests  of 
the  negro  population  arose  from  the  con- 
templation of  the  numbers  of  our  brave 
soldiers  who  had  fallen  victims  to  their 

.  efforts.  How  desirable  would  it  be  to 
convert  the  slaves  into  a  free  and  happy 
peasantry,  capable  of  defending  the  islands 
which  they  inhabited,  instead  of  endan- 
gering them  by  their  presence  !  The 
legislature  of  Antigua  bad  done  themselves 
immortal  honour  by  their  resolution  ex- 
pressive of  their  willingness  to  accede  to 
any  plan  of  rational  and  practicable  reform ; 
and  be  trusted  that,  on  cool  consideration, 
all  the  rest  of  our  colonies  would  see  the 
advantage  of  imiiating  so  liberal  an  ex- 
ample. He  should  be  most  happy  to  have 
them  for  his  coadjutors  in  this  great  work. 
In  conclusion,  he  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  **  for  better  preventing  the  illicit 
Importation  of  Slavea  into  the  British 
Colonies.'' 

Mr.  A.  Browne  said,  that  he  felt  consi- 
derable difficulty  in  addressing  the  House, 
after  the  eloquent  and  impressive  speech 
they  had  just  heard  ;  but  he  would  not 
shrink  from  the  task  from  any  sense  of 
personal  inconvenience.  The  House 
would  perceive  in  the  explanation  which 
the  bon.  member  had  given  of  the  object 
of  his  Bill,  abundant  reason  for  postponing 
any  further  consideration  of  it,  in  the 
present  advanced  state  of  the  session,  even 
if  they  should  be  disposed  to  grant  leave  to 
bring  it  in;  and  indeed  if  the  session  were 
not  so  hr  advanced,  considering  how  se- 
riously theBidafiected  the  private  interests 
of  individuals  unrepresented  in  this  House, 
and  who  are  removed  to  a  distance  from 
the  immediate  influence  and  protection 
of  the  government,  and  how  seriously  it 
affected  the  constitutional  and  local 
authorities  of  the  colonies, — the  House  in 

*  its  justice  would  feel  the  necessity  of  post- 
poning any  proceedings  upon  h,  until  the 
nature  and  object  of  the  Bill  was  known 
to  those  who  had  so  deep  an  interest  in  its 
enactments. 

He  regretted  to  find  so  much  room  for 
objection,  both  in  the  principle  and  in  the 
detail  of  the  plan,  by  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman sought  to  accomplish  the  purpose 
of  preventing  the  clandestine  importation 
of  slaves.  Possibly  no  professions  of  his, 
frith  respect  to  a  desire  on  his  part  to  see 
the  great  work  of  abglition  carried  into 


effect,  would  be  receired  with  much 
credit  by  the  hon.  gentleman  or  thoee 
who  acted  with  bim.  The  noble  lord 
over  the  way  had  not  been  free  from  that 
suspicion;  and  if  after  the  anxiety  which 
he  had  manifested  to  extend  and  perfect 
that  great  object, — if  after  all  the  great 
taleni  which  he  had  employed  to  extend 
the  influence  of  our  opinion  of  the  nature 
of  this  trade,  to  the  other  Powers  of  Europe, 
with  a  view  to  one  common  and  general 
condemnation  of  it«-^if  after  all  his  exer* 
tion,  he  had  not  escaped  suspicion,^-! t  was 
not  for  him  to  complain,  if  without  such 
claims,  or  without,  indeed,  any  claims 
whatever,  he  should  be  subject  to  the  like 
suspicion.  Undoubtedly,  however,  there 
had  been  no  want  of  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  those  members  of  the  House,  who 
were  connected  with  the  colonies,  in  any 
and  every  measure  that  had  been  devised 
to  grve  efiect  to  the  abolition  law.  An 
Act  had  been  passed  to  render  the  offence 
a  felony,  against  which  not  a  voice  'bad 
been  raised :  and  this  year,  an  Act  had 
passed  this  House  at  least,  with  rtry  little 
objection,  which  had  been  thoaght  else* 
where  to  be  carried  to  an  unnecessary  and 
extravagant  length.  He  was  entitled, 
therefore,  to  say,  that  whatever  difference 
of  opinion  the  present  proposition  might 
occasion,  that  difference  of  opitiion  must 
proceed  upon  other  grounds  than  a  want  of  # 
feeling  to  give  effect  to  the  bond  fide  abo- 
lition of  the  trade. 

The  present  proposition  involved  some- 
thing further  than  the  mere  preventing,  by 
a  prohibitory  statute,  any  clandestine  im- 
portation of  slaves-— it  went  to  effect  a 
measure  of  internal  regulation  in  the  colo- 
nies, and  involved  therefore  the  doubtful 
and  hazardous  question  of  the  right  of  this 
country  to  legislate  for  the  internal  and 
domestic  concerns  of  the  colonies.  It 
was  subversive  of  the  local  constitutional 
authorities  of  their  legislatures,  and  seemed 
to  threaten  with  the  most  fearful  conse- 
quences, the  whole  tenure  of  private  pro- 
perty. The  hon.  nfember  had  employed 
himself,  not  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying 
the  House,  that  in  spite  of  the  law  as  it 
stood,, a  clandestine  importation  of  slaves 
bad  taken  place,  so  as  to  make  farther 
measures  of  prohibition  necessary ;  bat  he 
had  used  almost  the  whole  of  his  speech 
in  reprobation  of  the  general  system  of 
the  colonies,  and  to  excite  that  general 
feeling  which  had  been  so  usefcii  upon 
former  occasions:  but  he  would  confi- 
dently appeal  to  the  House,  whether,  in  ^ 
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due  regard  lo  tho  consistency  of  their  own 
proceedings,  they  ought  not  to  be  satis&ed 
that  the  evil  against  which  they  were  about 
to  guard*  did  in  point  of  fact  exist,  and 
that  the  law  as  it  stood  was  insufficient  to 
prevcjnt  it.  The  general  system  of  the 
colonies,  whether  good  or  bad,  was  foreign 
to  the  present  question  :  ihey  were  desired 
to  give  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  prcTent 
the  clandestine  importation  of  tkaTes. 
The  Statute  Book  being  full  of  AcU  to 
prerent  the  carrying  on  any  traffic  what- 
ever in  slaves,  and  to  make  it  a' felony  for 
any  one  to  do  so ;  surely  before  the  House 
could  Ji>e  reasonably  asked  to  make  any 
further  law'  upon  the  gabj^ct,  it  ought  to 
be  shown,  in  a  regular  parliamentary  way, 
that  the  law  was  insufficient  to  prevent  the 
offence,  and  that  a  clandestine  importation 
had  taken  place.  He  himself  did  not 
believe  that  any  such  clandestine  import- 
ation bad  taken  place  in  any  of  the  islands. 
The  hon.  member  had  admitted  that  there 
had  been  none  in  Jamaica.  He  (Mr. 
Browne)  was  persuaded  there  had  been 
none  in  Antigua :  nor  didhe  believe,  from 
any  inquiries  that  he  had  been^  enabled  to 
make,  that  any  clandestine  importation  bad 
taken  place  in  any  of  the  other  islands.  It 
was  his  intention,  therefore,  to  move  for 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  fact,  as 
the  necessary  foundation  of  any  further 
legislative  proceedings.  If  It  should  be 
found  that  the  evil  did  exist,  he  wonkl 
go  every  length  in  his  power  to  prevent 
it ;  but  without  the  establishment  of  the 
fact  by  a  parliamentary  inquiry,  he  would 
not  involve  a  whole  class  of  men,  unfor- 
tunately doomed  to  a  residence  in  the 
West  Indies^  in  a  charge  of  so  conniving 
to  elude  the  law,  as  to  make  it  necessary 
to  render  the  ofience  more  penal  or  more 
difficult  to  be  committed.  It  was  due  to 
those  whose  characters  were  thus  involved, 
and  it  was  moreover  doe  to  the  regular 
course  of  parliamentary  proceeding. 

But  the  hon.  membier  aimed  at  some- 
thing more  tbaR  preventing  any  clandes- 
tine importation  of  slaves, — he  aimed  at  a 
general  power  of  legislating  for  the  colo- 
nies ;  and  this  was  the  commencement  of 
a  system  of  interference  on  the  part  of 
this  country,  which  was  to  efiect  a  change 
conformably  to  the  views  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman, but  destructive  of  the  whole 
tenure  of  property.  It  was  unnecessary 
for  him  to  give  any  opinion,  at  this  period 
of  the  discussion,  upon  the  right  wliich 
the  Parliament  of  this  country  possessed 
io  legislate  for  tho  colonies,  in  niattera  of 


internal  regulation ;  bot  the  possession  of 
a  right,  and  the  exercise  of  it,  were  two 
distinct  things.  If  the  right  were  possessed, 
undoubtedly  it  would  not  be  fit  to  exercise 
it,  without  a  strong  case  of  necessity; 
without  a  due  regard  to  the  feelings  of 
persons  who  were  interested  in  it;  and 
above  all,  without  ^a  due  regard  to  that 
security  and  sanctity  of  private  property, 
around  which  our  constitution  and  our 
laws  had  thrown  the  impenetrable  shield 
of  their  protection.  If  the  measure  of  a 
registry  of  slaves  be  the  best  expedient 
that  could  be  devised  to  prevent  the  clan* ' 
destine  importation  of  slaves,  why  not, 
in  the  first  instance,  propose  to  the  colo« 
nies,  under  a  recommendation  from  the 
colonial  secretary,  to  pass  a  law  to  that 
efiect  themselves?  What  occasion  was  there 
for  any  great  haste  ?  Why  not  wait  to  see 
what  they  would  do  in  the  first  instance  I 
Why  irritate  their  feelings  by  passing 
such  a  law  here  unnecessarily  ?  They 
have  delegated  to  them  the  power  of 
legislating  for  themselves.  That  power 
cannot  be  interfered  with  (to  concede  for 
the  sake  of  argument  the  question  of  right) 
without  some  imputation  upon  their  own 
conduct,  and  without  giving  occasion  for 
much  dissatisfaction  and  discontent. 
Could  it  be  necessary  (o  risk  all  this? 
The  purpose  may  be  effected  in  a  better 
way:  if  it  should  be  found  that  they  will 
not  adopt  the  recommendation;  if  their 
sincerity  with  respect  to  the  abolition 
should  be  doubted; — why,  then  it  may  be 
time  enough  to  stand  upon  the  right,  and 
insist  upon  carrying  the  object  into  effect. 
There  would  then  be  some  foundation  for 
this  extravagant  proceeding,  and  the 
House  would  find  its  own  justification  in  the 
necessity  of  the  case :  but  as  the  case 
stood,  without  any  parliamentary  evidence 
of  the  existence  of  the  evil-^^ithout 
having  ascertained  whether  the  legislatures 
themselves  will  do,  of  their  own  accord, 
that  which  thie  House  is  required  to  do 
for  them  offensively  and  injuriously;  it 
would  be  highly  unwise  for  the  House  to 
go  the  length  that  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
proposed :  it  was  not  necessary  for  the 
purpose  which  the  hon.  gentleman  pro- 
fessed to  have  in  view,  and  if  it  was  neces- 
sary for  other  purposes,  surely  it  became 
the  House  to  look  upon  it  with  some  sus- 
picion, and  to  consider  its  probable  efiect 
upon  the  general  interests  of  the  colon iesj 
which  had  been  established  by  the  Par« 
liament  of  this  country,  at  tb»  best  period 
of  its  history,  and  pontinued  doriPg  % 
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period  of  two  centaries.    These  were  con- 
lideratioDs  not  to  be  overlooked,  not  to  be 
•aerifiGed  to  the  wild  ftad  indigested  theories 
of  those  who  seemed  to  be  exclusively  oc- 
copted  in  the  general  emancipation  of  the 
negroes.    The  Hoase  woald  not  disregard 
the  moral  duty  while  they  were  endea- 
Toaring  to  benefit  the  one  description  of 
persons,  ^t  to  do  a  vital  injury  to  the 
other.    As  the  Bill,  however,  coald  not  be 
proceeded  upon  this  year,  he  would,  for 
the  reasons  which  he  had  stated,  move  as 
an  amendment  to  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
gentleman,  **  Thai  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  whether  any  clandestine 
importation   of  slaves  into  the   colonies 
had  taken  place  since  the  Abolition  Act.'' 
Mr.  Frotheroe  was  not  only  desirous  of 
promoting  by  every  means  the  great  oh* 
ject  of  the  entire  abolition  of  the  Slave- 
trade,  but  he  was  even  desirous  of  lending 
bis  support  to  the  plan  which  his  hon. 
friend    had   now   brought  forward.  •  But 
while  he  said  this,  he  owned  he  was  also  a 
good  deal   struck  with  what  had   fallen 
from  an  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last. 
It  became  the  House,  in  a  business  of  con* 
sequence,  not  to  proceed  with  any  undue 
haste.     Did  his  hon.  friend  think  that  it 
would  'be  possible  to  proceeed  through  the 
Bill  in  the  present  session,  and  that  an 
a&ir  of  so  great  interest  to  the  colonies 
should  be  decided  on  without  alFording 
them  ati  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
sentiments  }    He  wu  not  very  sanguine, 
however,  in  his  expectations,  that  the  coio* 
oial  legislatures  would  adopt  this  measure; 
and  it  was  the  less  likely  because  the  mea- 
sure was  brought  forward  here,  as  they 
would  consider  it  an  infraction  of  their 
righu.     He  was  willing  to  allow  that  the 
Legislature  of  the  parent  country  had  a 
paramount  right  to  legislate  for  the  Colo- 
nies ;  but  the  exercise  of  that  right  ought 
to  be  determined  by  the  combined  con- 
sideration of  the  importance  of  the  object, 
and  the  possibilily  of  its  being  eflected. 
He  hoped  his  hon.  friend  would  move  for 
the  appointment  of  a  committee,  that  the 
result  of  their  labours  might  be  laid  before 
the  House  in  the  next  session.  . 

Sir  Jtdkn  NetBpori  said,  if  the  lateness  of 
the  session  was  prejudicial  to  the  conside- 
ration of  the  Bill,  it  was  equally  unfiaToura- 
ble  to  the  formation  of  a  committee.  What 
would  the  committee  do?  They  would 
prepare  a  Bill,  which  would  lie  over  from 
next  session  to  the  following.  He  depre- 
cated the  proposed  delay,  and  thought 
thai  this  blessing  ought  to  be  conferred  on 


I  these  unfortunate  individuals  at  as  early  a 
period  as  possible.  In  all  the  colonial 
legislatures  the  members  must  be  guided 
by  the  feelings  of  the  people  whooi  they 
represent,  and  the  imperial  legislature 
ought  to  interpose  its  authority  ia  a  case 
of  this  consequence. 

Mr.  ilfan3Mili  thought,  injustice  to  them- 
selves and  the  colonies,  that  the  Hoase 
ought  to  have  a  legislative  foundation  to 
act  on.    He  considered    the  committee 
from  which  this  measure  proceeded,  aa  by 
no  means  the  safest  guides  for  the  House. 
By  their  construction  of  the  Abolition  Act 
and  our  Treaties  with  Spain  and  Portugal, 
which  had  been  sent  to  all  commanders 
of  vessels,  numerous  captures  had   been 
made  of  vessels  belonging  to  those  coun- 
tries:   and    our  Government  had    been 
obliged  to  pay  Portugal  300,000/.  for  ves- 
sels unjustly  captured,  and  Spain  was  cUim- 
ing  two  millions  of  dollars  on  the  same 
account,  which  be  had  no  doubt  we  should 
be  obliged  to  pay.    This  was  broogbi  on 
the  country  by  the  abolitionisis  taking  on 
themselves  officitl  authority,  without  being 
in  official  situations,    it  was  not  only  a 
loss  of  money,    but  a  loss  of  national 
honour,  and  we  owed  it  to  the  African  In- 
stitution.    He  thought  the  African  Insti- 
tution had  not  dealt  with  candour  by  the 
public-~i-they  had  published  only  the  docu- 
ments in  their  own  favour,  but  had  with- 
held other  documents  which  were  of  a 
contrary  description.     He  woold  instance 
the  onfaimess  of  suppressing  a  letter  from 
the  governor  of  Sierra  Leone,  for  eight 
years,  which  had  lately  come  out.    In  the 
publicalion  of  the  late  mission  of  the  late 
unfortunate  Mungo  Park,  they  .had  given 
statements  with  a  view  of  establishing  the 
increase  of  the  domestic  industry  of  the 
natives  of  the  country  round  Sierra  Leone, 
which  when  properly  explained   would 
bear  no  such   construction.    They  had 
obtained  reports  from  all  the  governors 
on  the  coast  of  Africa  in  answer  to  ques- 
tions respecting  the  progress  of  agrtcultore 
and  domestic  industry  among  the  natives 
since  the  abolition,  stating  that  there  had 
been  none  whatever.   But  all  these  reports 
were  suppressed.    This  was  hardly  fair. 
He  did  not  impute  any  unfair  motives  to 
the  body  of  the  African  institution;  but 
he  contended  that  they  had  not  bad  Miffi- 
cient  time  for  the  consideration  of  all  the 
sofagects  before  them,  and  that  they  bad 
entrusted  these  matters  to  individuals  who 
had  net  dealt  with  candour  towards  the 
public.    The  arguments  in  fav6ur  of  claor 
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destine  importation,  derived  from  the  com • 
parison  of  reiami  in  the  island  of  Trinidad, 
were  by  no  meane  conclusive,  as  the  old 
returns  were  extremely  defective.  He 
could  say  that  no  less  than  5 1  estates  had 
been  abandoned  in  Trinidad  for  want  of 
nesroes  to  cultivate  them.  The  negroes 
had  decreased  in  namber  in  that  country. 
In  Grenada  the  same  thing  bad  taken 
place.  A  poll-tax  was  laid  on  the  negroes 
of  that  island ;  and  from  that  tax  it  ap« 
peared  that  the  number  in  1 808  amounted 
to  26,109,  and  in  1813  only  to  22,565.  It 
had  been  contended  that  no  amelioration 
had  taken  place  in  the  condition  of  the 
slaves  since  the  abolition;  but  he  could 
•ay  that  a  great  amelioration  had  taken 
place  in  the  island  of  Grenada,  the  colony 
with  which  he  was  best  acquaintad,  where 
before  the  abolition  the  slaves  worked  day 
and  night,  and  were  divided  into  gaogi, 
as  on  board  of  ships  hot  this  practice  bad 
been  abolished.  The  expense  of  the 
returns  in  Trinidad  had  been  enormous, 
and  the  proprietors  of  slaves  had  been  pot 
to  a  great  deal  of  unnecessary  trouble.  It 
had  been  said,  that  without  such  a  registry 
as  that  proposed,  no  man  could  prove  his 
freedom ;  but  every  man  who  resided  in 
the  West  Indies  could  have  no  difficulty 
in  proving  his  freedom.  It  was  no  un- 
common thing  for  slaves  to  run  from  one 
island  to  another,  where  they  gave  them- 
selves out  as  free  men :  this  description  of 
people  would  be  protected  by  the  pro- 
posed measure.  A  man  who  was  really 
free,  took  out  a  passport  when  he  left  a 
place,  and  it  was  impossible  then  to  molest 
him.  Registers  of  the  sort  proposed 
would  be  of  use  to  criminal  and  run-away 
slaves,  but  of  no  use  to  innocent  people. 
A  good  deal  had  been  said  about  colonial 
rights : — he  was  not  now  disposed  to  deliver 
an  opinion  on  the  subject,  but  he  knew 
what  opinions  had  been  delivered  on  the 
subject  during  the  American  war.  The 
Act  of  the  ]8th  Geo.  3,  renounced  the 
right  of  raising  money  in  any  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's colonies,  without  the  consent  of  the 
assemblies  of  these  colonies.  This  Bill 
was  in  effect  a  Money-bill ;  for  it  would 
operate  as  a  tax  on  the  people.  We 
ought  to  recollect,  that  by  persisting  in 
the  question  of  right  we  lost  America. 
We  ought  to  recollect^  also,  that  the  same 
object  might  be  attained  another  way.  If 
we  did  as  the  hon.  gentleman  wished  us, 
we  should  only  be  raising  op  a  stone  wall 
to  break  our  own  heads  against.  We  had 
only  to  prohibit  the  lending  any  money 
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to  any  colony  which  did  not  igree  to  snch 
a  register  as  that  now  wanted.  If  we 
acted  as  the  hon.  gentleman  recommended^ 
we  might  perhaps  light  up  a  flame  be- 
tween the  mother  country  and  the  colo- 
nies, which  woold  one  day  be  deeply  de- 
plored. He  hoped  the  hon.  member 
would  withdraw  his  motion  for  the  present. 

Mr.  F.  Dot^Uu  condemned  the  traffic 
on  any  groands  as  immoral  and  abomina* 
ble,  and  trusted  that  no  opportunity  woold 
be  lost  of  ameliorating  the  condition  of 
the  slaves.  He  was  strongly  in  favour  of 
the  motion ;  he  felt  as  aaxious  as  any 
individnal  for  the  safety  of  our  colonies; 
but  saw  no  danger  tlut^ould  result  to 
them  from  the  regulations  proposed.  It 
would  appear  extraordinary  to  all  Europe 
if  we  should  now,  out  of  delicacy  to  our 
own  colonies,  abstain  from  fulfilling  the 
intention  of  the  Act  of  Abolition. 

Sir  Samuel  Rtmilfy  thought  it  was  deeply 
to  be  lamented,  that  so  long  time  should 
have  been  sufl^red  to  elapse  before  the 
supplementary  measure  of  his  hon.  friend 
bad  been  brooght  forward.  The  establish- 
ing a  registry  of  slaves,  and  declaring  all 
persons  not  found  in  the  list  to  be  free  tnen» 
was  the  only  way  by  which  the  illicit 
trade  in  slaves  coujd  be  prevented.  It  was 
nothing  more  than  establishing  a  registry 
of  real  property,  and  securing  slaves  to 
their  owners,  in  the  same  way  as  It  woold 
secure  to  them  their  cattle.  He  lamented 
that  the  Act  for  the  Abolition  had  scarcely 
at  all  tended  to  ameliorate  the  condition 
of  the  negroes.  It  was  only  in  Jamaica 
that  free  men  of  colour  were  now  per- 
mitted to  give  evidence  in  civil  causes. 
In  all  the  British  colonies,  it  appeared, 
that  any  man  not  of  a  white  complexion 
was  presumed  to  be  a  slave,  and  any  man 
who  stole  his  certificate  from  an  unhappy 
black  who  had  procured  his  freedom, 
stole  from  him  his  liberty.  Every  black 
man  was  in  ell  these  islands  primd  Jade  a 
slave,  unless  he  was  able  to  show  that  he 
had  obtained  his  freedom ;  and  it  was  even 
common  for  negroes  to  be  seized,  and  sold, 
to  pay  their  prison  fees.  All,  therefore, 
that  the  measure  would  effect  was,  to 
enable  these  unhappy  people  to  prove 
themselves  free  when  they  were  so.  The 
Parliament  of  this  country,  when  it  im- 
posed laws  on  the  colonies,  had  found,  as 
it  'ought,  that  they  had  been  implicitly 
obeyed.  The  assemblies,  who  thought 
that  a  British  governor  ought  not  to  inter- 
fere with  the  colonial  laws  between  the 
whitas  and  their  slaves,  ought  to  be  con- 
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vinced  of  their  error.  If  such  notioos  as 
the  l«gitlatiTe  assembly  had  presumed  to 
eDtertaiii,— that  the  killing  of  a  slave  whs 
only*  to  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  18/.  yet 
continued »— they  could  not  be  too  soon 
undeceived.  The  hon.  and  learned  gentle 
man  then  proceeded  to  reply  to  all  the 
objections  of  Mr.  Marryatt,and  concluded 
with  observing  that  the  measure  recom- 
mended was  not  even  one  of  experiment ; 
as  a  registry  of  slaves  had  been  established 
at  Trinidad,  St.  Lucie,  and  the  Isle  of 
France.  He  commented  on  the  cruelties 
that  bad  been  proved  to  have  been  com- 
mitted, by  the  flogging  of  negroes  in  the 
ieverest  manner;  and,  alluding  to  the 
execution  of  a  planter  some  time  ago  for 
the  murder  of  his  slave,  when  the  governor 
was  obliged  to  call  out  the  militia  to  pre- 
vent hiol  from  being  rescued,  be  asked 
what  the  House  must  think  of  such  a  de- 
plorable state  of  society,  and  whether  they 
could  go  home  that  night  and  sleep  with 
tranquillity,  if  they  did  not  unite  to  adopt 
a  measure  that  must  improve  it. 

Mr.  Bofham  declared  he  would  go  as 
far  ais  any  man  for  emancipation.  He 
ihooght  the  measure  proposed  both  im- 
portant and  excellent;  and  might  even 
be  much  improved  in  time.  He  wished  a 
ground  was  laid  for  the  proceeding  by  a 
previous  committee  He  thought  the  title 
of  the  Bill  assomfed  the  fact  that  there  still 
were  illicit  importations  of  slaves;  and 
this  was  a  circumstance  well  worth  in- 
quiring into;  othertvtse  the  registry  of 
slaves  as  now  proposed,  would  be  so  in- 
complete as  not  to  be  of  any  use.  He 
denied  the  truth  of  the  contents  of  a 
pamphlet,  issued  under  the  sanction  of 
the  African  institution,  and .  which  they 
appeared  to  have  fulminated  as  their  ma- 
nifesto. A  committee  of  inquiry  into  the 
condition  of  the  slaves  would  be  highly 
desirable  and  judicious.  But  as  to  the 
motion  before  the  House,  he  regretted 
that  he  could  not  consistently  vote  for  it. 

Lord  CustUreagh  agreed  with  his  hon. 
friend  who  spoke  last,  that  it  was  ex- 
tremely desirable  to  know  the  extent  of 
the  evil  which  was  meant  to  be  cured. 
He  thought  it  highly  proper  to  ascertain 
whether  any  illicit  traffic  was  continued 
or  not.  His  Majesty's  ministers,  having 
pledged  themselves  to  facilitate  every 
measure  that  would  tend  to  abolish  the 
Slave-trade,  inust  stand  pledged  to  sup- 
pott  such  a  measure  as  that  now.  proposed. 
He  was,  however,  afraid  of  the  delusion 
tkat  might  prevail  in  the  coioaiei  against 


it ;  and  that  it  would,  therefore,  if  preci- 
pitated, be  attended  with  danger,  and  fail 
in  its  object.     If  there   was   not  virtue 
enough  in  the  people  of  Jamaica  to  se- 
cond snch  a  measure,  what  good  could  be 
hoped  from  it?  On  this  ground, therefore, 
it  ought  to  be  made  fully  understood,  be- 
fore it  should  be  carried  i^to  execution. 
The  Crown  had  done  much  to  facilitate 
the  measure,  and  a  very  great  support 
might   be  expected  .for  it  from  all  the 
islands,  if  we  did  not  act  with  too  much 
precipitation*    it  appeared  to  him  that 
by   pursuing   the   measure  more  delibe- 
rately, all  disgust  might  be  done  away. 
He  should  think  it  most  important  if  the 
colonies  were  to  carry  this  measure  into 
effect  by  their  own  legislature ;  this  would 
be  a  great  triumph  to  the  cause.     In  order 
to  give  the   colonies  time  to  understand 
the  measure  fully,  he  trusted  that  his  boo. 
friend  would  not  object  to  any  reasonable 
delay  in  carrying  •it,.thro.ogh  the  House, 
instead  of  precipitating  Parliament   into 
an  arrangement  that  might  be  attended 
with  some  evil  consequences.    There  was 
every  reason  to  hope,  that  all  the  Eu- 
ropean   Powers  would   shortly   join    in 
stopping  all  the  supplies  from  Africa  ; 
and  he  was  sure  that  if  we  could  persuade 
the  colonies  to  pass  this  measure  volunta- 
rily, in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  meant  to 
operate,  that  it  would  be  far  more  bene- 
ficial than  forcing  upon  them  a  law  from 
Parliament,  which  ibey  mi^^ht  try  to  cir- 
cumvent.    He  trusted  that  his  hon.  (nend 
would,  for  these- reasons,  pursue  the  mea- 
sure with  as  much  prudence  as  he  did 
zeal ;  and  though  he  was  not  disposed  to 
support  him  in  proceeding  further  with 
his  motion  this  session,  yet  he  firmly  hoped 
it  would  be  uliimalely  eBectusl. 

Mr.  W,  Smith  declared,  that  he  felt  great 
weight  in  what  had  be.en  urged  by  the 
noble  lord  ;  but  in  his  own  opinion,  there 
was  no  ground  for  the  committee :  it 
might  do  much  harm,  and  conid  not  do 
any  good,  as  proof  would  be  wanting  of 
the  illicit  traffic.  He  thought  much  good 
might  result  from  a  general  law  that  should 
be  applicable  to,  and  operate  upon  all  the 
colonies  at  once.  He  had  no  hope  of  tbe 
colonies  taking  up  the  measure  on  their 
own  account.  Tbe  hon.  gentleman,  to 
support  this  opinion,  read  a  petition  from 
the  free  people  of  colour  to  the  assembly 
in  Barbadoes,  in  181 1,  on  their  being  de- 
barred from  giving  evidence ;  it  stated^ 
that  tbe  lower  orders  of  white  people  en- 
tered their  houses  and  treated  thena  wiik 
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gross  outrage  and  '  indecency,  without 
their  having  any  redress,  because  they 
could  hot  give  evidence.  Yet  this  peti- 
tion, requiring  so  humble  a  boon,  vras 
treated  with  the  utmost  contempt,  and 
these  free  people  were  still  in  the  same 
situation  as  when  their  petition  was  pre- 
sented ;  this  would  show  that  the  British 
parliamentary  interference  was,  as  the 
noble  lord  had  termed  it,  the  last  resource. 
He  had  no  wish  to  press  the  measure  this 
session,  but  he  felt  convinced  that  it  was 
th^  only  one  which  would  be  found  ef- 
fectual. 

Mr.  WUherfoTce  shortly  replied.  He 
acknowledged  that  the  session  was  so  far 
advanced  that  it  might,  not  be  advisable 
to  press  forward  a  measure  which  might 
meet  with  opposition  in  all  its  stages.  He 
should  therefore  yield  to  the  general  wish 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  A,  Browne  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment, after  which  leave  was  given  to  bring 
in  the  Bill. 

Subsidiary  Treaties.]  On  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  of  Supply  being  brought 
up,  and  the  Resolution  being  read  for  the 
grant  of  one.millioii  to  Sweden, 

Mr.  Pomanby  adverted  to  what  he  had 
said  in  a  for^ier  session,  as  to  this  trans- 
action ending  in  a  positive  pecuniary  loss 
to  Great  Britain :  he  contended  that  the 
whole  of  his  prophecy  had  been  Hte'fally 
fulfilled. 

Lord  Castlereagh  also  repeated  what  he 
had  said  at  that  time,  namely,  that  it  was 
extremely  desirable  to  give  a  French  pos- 
session to  Sweden  to  secure  her  co-opera- 
tion in  the  general  cause.  He  had  pre- 
dicted the  .  beneficial  consequences  that 
would  result  from'  this  co-operation  ;  and 
he  would  contend,  that  all  he  had  said 
bad  been  as  much  fulfilled  as  the  predic- 
tions of  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  IV.  Sfnith  felt .  it  necessary  to  take 
up  the  subject  in  another  view.  He 
wished  to  know  why  we  alone  were  called 
on  to  pay  the  million  for  the  redemption 
of  Guadatoope,  while  the  measure  from 
which  it  had  arisen  had  been  for  the  ge- 
neral advantage.  He  alluded  to  the 
transfer  of  Norway,  and  said  he  was  happy 
to  hear  that  the  people  of  that  country 
were  by  no  means  so  dissatisfied  with  the 
change  as  it  was  at  first  believed  they 
would  be. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  rose  to  enter  his  protest 
against  the  Treaty  concluded  with  the 
King  of  the  Netherlands,  by  which  Ehg- 
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land  was  bound  to  advance  a  sum  of 
money  for  Russia.  He  could  not  see  that 
^ny  Brijiish  or  European  object  was  coa« 
nepted  with  this  arrangement.  The  en- 
gagements entered  into  in  the  present  year 
were  more  expensive  thai|  any  ever  mada 
before,  though  they  were  contracted  at  a 
time  when  the  country  was  least  able  to 
bear  such  burthens. 

Lord  CcMiertagh  defended  the  policy  of 
the  Treaty,  and  shortly  repeated  the  ar- 
guments he  had  used  on  a  former  night, 
to  prove  the  arrangements  which  bad 
been  made  were  neither  unnecessary  noc 
improvident. 

The  Report  waa  agreed  to,  and  a  bill 
ordered. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wtdntiddoft  June  14. 

RosEB EERY  Divorce  Bill.]  The  Houso 
went  into  a  committee  on  the  Roseberry 
Divorce  Bill.  Mr.  Topping  and  Mr. 
Jones  appeared  before  the  committee  as 
counsel  in  support  of  the  Bill,  and  were 
heard.  There  was  no  counsel  in  attend- 
ance on  the  part  of  lady  Roseberry.  The 
witnesses  necessary  to  support  the  case 
were  then  called  in  and  examined.  After 
which  the  counsel  wfthdrew.  .  Tl^e  clauses  - 
of  the  Bill  were  then  read.  Upon  the 
clause  for  making  provision  for  the  couo* 
tess  of  Roseberry,  and  allowing  her  300/. 
per  annum  for  her  life,  being  read, 

Mr«  M.  A,  Taylor  rose  and  said,  he  did 
not  think  the  sum  proposed  in  this  clause 
sufficient  to  provide  lady  Roseberry  with 
the  common  necessaries  of  life.  He  waa 
one  of  those  who  could  not  accede  to  the 
opinion  of  the  late  lord  Thurlow— an  opi- 
nion which  seemed,  indeed,  to  have  crept 
into  the  minds  of  many  individuals,  that 
after  a  woman  has  committed  an  act  of 
adultery,  she  ought  to  be  turned  naked 
into  the  streets,  without  the  means  of 
sustaining  existence.  He  had  opposed 
many  divorce  bills  which  had  beea 
framed  upon  this  principle,  and  therefore 
the  less  surprise  would  be  felt  at  the  coursfa 
which  he  conceived  it  his  doty  take  on  the 
present  occasion.  He  would  appeal  to 
the  feelings  of  the  House,  whether  it  was 
possible  for  lady  Roseberry,  after  the 
splendour  in  which  she  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  live,  to  support  herself  upon  the^ 
miserable  pittance  of  300/.  per  annum* 
It  might  be  said,  that  this  limited  income 
must  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  punish- 
ment of  her  crime«    He  was  as  little  in* 
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eliaed  af  afiy  tnan  to  become  the  apolo- 
gtet  of  lady  Bdieberry  ;  yet  be  tboogfak 
'the  panUbmetit  she  bail  alre^y  encoii»> 
lered,  io  being  driven  from  locietyy  atid 
ibm  out  ffom  ail  tbofte  domettic  joys»  as 
well  as  sdeial  comfortSy  to  which  she  had 
beretofofe  been  ac<ivslomed,  was  ponish* 
nsent  solBdent,  wUhoot  casting  her  npon 
the  world  tostanre.  Btttertaining  these  i 
ftetingfi  he  thought  the  Hoiye  woold 
think  It  bet  joitice,  if  all  addition  of  2001. 
Was  made  to  the  sum  which  Uiis  clause 
proposed.  An  income  of  5WL  per  aanom 
woold  then  be  given  to  this  nnibrtimate 
lady,  which  woold  at  least  preserve  her 
from  the  necessity  of  contracting  an^ 
improper  alliance,  and  enable  her  to 
pnrsoe  the  paths  of  Tirtoe  and  in- 
tegrity. The  means  of  lord  Boseberrv 
were  ample,  and  be  coiiceived  his  lord- 
ship would  feel  no  reluctance  in  mak- 
ing this  additional  provitton.  To  a  ioc- 
ceeding  clause  he  had  elso  strong  ob> 
jections,  but  he  ibould  reserve  himself 
npon  that  subject  till  the  present  clause 
was  disposed  of.  The  hod.  and  learned 
gentleman  then  moved  the  addition  of 
200/.  per  annum  to  the  SOOf.  already  pro* 
posed  In  the  Bill,  as  the  allowance  to  lady 
Boseberry.— On  the  question  being  put. 

The  Atiwnn^Gtnitrai  suggested  the  pro- 
priety, ai  bis  hon.  and  learned  friend  had 
intimated  an  intention  to  oppose  another 
clkose  of  the  Bill,  which  he  had  no  hesi- 
tation in  anticipating  to  be  the  clause 
interdicting  the  marriaffo  of  lady  Rose- 
berry  and  sir  Henry  Mildmay,  of  post^ 
poning  the  consideration  of  the  present 
clause  uotil  that  question  was  disposed  of; 
as,  if  the  House  permitted  the  marriage 
to  take  piece,  which  he  trusted  would  not 
be  the  Case,  the  clause  allowing  mainte- 
nance would  come  in  a  rery  different 
shape. 

Mr*  Taylor  agreed  to  postpone  the 
tiause.  On  the  clause  for  ibrbiddiog  the 
marriage  of  the  countess  of  Boseberry 
with  sir  Henry  Mildmay  being  read, 

Mr.  M.'A,  T(^hr  again  rose»  and  de- 
clared his  hostility  to  this  clause.  Many 
attempts,  he  saidj  had  been  made  to  in- 
troduce a  general  law  applicuble  to  of- 
fences and  cases  of  this  description,  all  of 
Which  had  hitherto  failed  in  their  pro- 
gress thh>Dgh  the  legislature.  In  1771, 
and  in  1779,  the  same  efibrt  bad  been 
equally  fruitless.  In  1800,  the  Bill  com- 
monly called  Lord  Auckhmd's  Bill  was  in- 
troduced, and  met  in  that  House  with  a 
Hke  fate.    That  measure  bed  two  purposes  I 
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faiTiew,  the  first  to  render  the  adulterer 
amenable  to  the  criminal  law,  by  conati* 
toting  bis  offence  a  legal  misdemeanor  ; 
and  the  other  to  prevent  marriages  be- 
tween the  offisnding  parties.  So  far,  how- 
ever, was  this  measure  from  meeting  tlie 
approbation  of  the  first  civilians  of  that 
day,  waA  so  adverse  was  it  to  the  general 
feeling  of  that  House,  that  it  wu  at  lengtk 
abandoned,  and  had  nerer  since  been  re-> 
snmcd.  He  knew  tbst  the  consequence 
of  ibis  refusal  on  their  part  to  pasa  the 
Bill  had  been,  that  the  Lords  had  made 
Older  against  agreeing  to  anj 


Bill  of  Divorce,  which  should  not  contain 
a  clause  to  the  same  import  and  eflect,  as 
far  as  related  to  the  interdiction  of  mar- 
riage. This  standing  order  had,  however, 
already  been  dispensed  with  in  several 
cases,  and  he  apprehended  ought  to  baye 
no  weight  on  any  occasion  in  the  delibe* 
rations  of  that  House.  His  own  opinion 
decidedly  was,  that  looking  at  the  present 
case  with  all  its  attributes,  and  in  iu 
deepest  colours  of  aggravation,  there  was 
notniog  to  induce  Parliament  to  tegrsfate 
on  the  principle,  that  this  was  a  new  case, 
or  one  that  required  a  particular  enacts 
ment.  As  far  as  it  stood  diuingulsbed 
from  other  oBences  of  criminal  conversa- 
tion, the  distinction  arose  from  the  iostito* 
tions  of  the  canon  law  and  the  relationship 
between  the  parties,  Butthereweredegrees 
of  consanguinity  prohibhed  by  the  canon 
law,  which  did  not  impede  the  act  of  mar- 
riage under  the  ordinary  administration  of 
the  common  law.  He  believed,  that  of 
every  hundred  marriages  which  vrere 
solemniaed  in  this  country,  three  were 
contrary  to  the  express  ordinances  of  the 
ecclesiastical  canons.  There  were  old 
canons,  indeed,  which  prohibited  mar- 
riages not  likely  to  take  place,  such  ss 
marriage  with  a  grandmother :  but  there 
were  also  prohibited  cases  which,  in  his 
own  knowledge,  were  constantly  recur- 
ring, such  as  marriage  between  cousins, 
and  marriaffe  with  a  brother's  -  widow. 
Why,  then,  he  wished  to  know,  if  there 
woold  have  been  no  impropriety,  or  de- 
parture from  the  usages  of  society,  had 
marriage  taken  place  between  lady  Rose- 
berrv  and  sir  Henry  Mihlmay,  supposing 
tm  obstacles  to  have  stood  in  the  wav,  and 
no  crime  to  have  been  committed,  waa 
this  circumstance  of  relationship  now  to 
be  converted  into  an  objection  to  that 
marriage,  or  into  a  heightening  feature 
in  their  ofience  f  He  trusted  be  was  too 
weU  known  to  be  auppesed  Indifferent  to 
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Hk»  iQt^rciU  of  aiQra)ity»  or  ib«  imporl* 
iM)CO  of  pobUc  docorun.  He  wm  not 
nware  ib^t  bo  wm  tubjociiiig  bimaelf  (o 
fiicb  roiarepreienuiioiw ;  and  be  cooW 
•ataro   ibe  House    tbai  be  bed  na  •« • 

Sieioteoce  witb  eiiber  of  ibe  periiea  in 
it  oofor^unftte  ireoiaciioii*  Wb«l  be 
oomidered  yiu$  tbet  es  tbe  cenoo  law  did 
IIQl  avail  at  a  general  rule,  it  wat  not  ae* 
oetMury^  either  in  Gommon  tente  or  com- 
noQ  jotiicet  tbal  the  oflender  ia  tbit 
iattaoce  tboold  bo  driTen  an  ooicatt  froai 
iocieiY#  wiiboui  any  ohaoce  or  meapt  of 
rommiog  io  cberacler  and  retpectabiiity. 
Tbe  Auam^'G^ntral  protetied  againtt 
the  doclriiie,  apparently  oatomed  by  bit 
)ion.  and  learned  fricnd»  ibat  all  ibote  who 
oppoted  ihe  BiU  of  lord  Auckland  in  1800» 
were  bound  by  ibat  ?ote  io  giro  tbe  tame 
oppotition  to  the  preteni  clauie.  At  little 
did  he  think  hit  bon.  and  learned  friend 
juttified  in  auppoting,  tbal  any  enactment 
of  mere  pririkgo  in  ibe  other  Houte 
ought  to  infloeoce  tbe  deliberationt  of  the 
Jioote  of  Commoni,  or  pi o?oke  them  to 
0  belief  that  their  own  privileget  or  kgta* 
latire  authority  bad  been  infringed.  It 
tWM  witb  perfect  uionithmeni  be  had 
litteoed  io  tbe  ttatemenii  thai  of  every 
hundred  marriaget  celebrated  in  ibit 
f  ountry,  three  at  leaat  were  contrary  to 
^he  canon  law.  '  His  own  pbiervation  led 
bim  to  a  condueion  very  differeni  indeed 
^om  any  belief,  that  inoettuout  marriaget 
wore  ihqt  frequent»  or  tbai  the  injunctiont 
of  the  tpiritual  code  were  iliot  daily  vio- 
lated. The  firti  plain  question  for  tbe 
Houte  io  contider  wat<p-whai  wat  the  na* 
tore  of  ibe  crime  ittelf,  stripped  of  itt  ad*' 
yeniiiiout  deformity,  of  all  iu  peculiar 
and  more  odk>ut  cbaraeieristics  ?  It  was 
Ibo  crime  of  depriving  a  worthy  and  in- 
aoceoi  man  of  what  wat  most  consoling 
ond  valueble  to  him  in  ibis  life;  it  was 
ibe  crime  of  depriving  four  young  chiMren 
of  ibe  care  and  attentions  of  their  mater* 
nal  parent.  Bui,  taid  hit  bon.  and  learned 
Criend,  this  ie  an  ordinary  oflence;-why 
take  ibit  oat  of  the  ditgrocefpl  eatalogue, 
ond  ttigmotito  it  with  any  marked  or 
Odded  aeverity  ?  Wat  iberci  then,  no  in- 
cett  in  tbit  crimei--wat  there  no  blood  in 
it— *wat  tbere  in  all  ilt  cireumttancet  no- 
Ibipg  beyond  ibo  impropriety  of  anindi- 
vidualteducing  bit  firiend't  wife?  It  could 
not  be  meuitt  tnai  tbere  had  been  no  affi- 
nity, no  trust  nor  confidence  aritiog  from 
uQinity,  beyond  ibe  common  iniercourte 
of  friondtbip,  or  the  ordinary  eivUttiet  ef 
iOomiy«  ia  the  ouio  now  under  conitdora- 
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iion.  It  wot  impoitiblo  ibui  ibit  should 
be  coptended.  In  tbit  country,  happily, 
men  felt  teoufo  under  the  guerdiimtaip  of 
public  law  ond  public  moralt.  It  wat  not 
oeoettary  tbet  ineir  vigilance  riiould  Im 
evor  uwahe,  leti  their  domioilo,  or  their 
obembor  itsolf,  ahould  be  intuited  ond 
profanod.  Much  did  be  believe  ibe  toino* 
tity  of  morolsy  apd  tbo  purity  of  domeiMc 
life,  to  be  interotted  in  ibe  conduct  of 
ibot  Houte  in  catet  liko  ibo  pretont  Hit 
bon,  and  learned  fritnd  bod|  he  did  not 
know  whether  Iwlicroutly  or  not,  olludtd 
to  tbe  prohibitions  of  the  conoQ  law,  ond 
the  illegolity  of  o  mon  intermarrying  with 
bit  grandmother ;  but  bit  bon*  ond  learned 
friend  would  not  df  uy,  ibot  the  ovil  exitv* 
ing  in  tbe  world  muft  be  inoreoted  in 
an  indefinite  oKioot,  if  it  wot  allowed  to 
increate  in  the  tamo  proportion  at  tbo 
irnti  end  hotpitoUtios  of  consongniniif 
should  establitb  on  intfrcourso  without 
totpicion  or  reterve.  It  hod  been  well 
taid~Admit  tucb  a  piinciple»  and  it  will 
behove  you  io  take  care  of  your  nurteriet. 
Hit  bon.  and  learned  friend  bad  doMribed 
it  at  a  common  caso;  bo  solemnly  do* 
clarod,  that,  io  bit  own  oxperience,  1^ 
bad  not  met  witb  one  equally  atrociona» 
To  him  it  appearod  thai  it  would  have 
been  more  ooiural  and  oxontable  in  sbr 
Hanry  Mildmay,  io  have  poiioned  iho 
mind  and  debauched  ibe  body  of  hie 
own  sister,  born  of  ibe  tame  womb,  and 
trained  by  the  tame  band,  than  to  have 
plannod,  conducted*  and  coqtummoted 
tbo  ruin  of  lord  HotoberryU  family,  under 
all  the  cireumttancet  by  which  thai  ruin 
wat  aocomplitbed  and  attended.  Let  iho 
Hooto  tuppote  fbr  o  momoni  thai  lord 
Boteberry  had  entertained  tomo  apprer 
bentiooty  and  oxprotted  in  bit  bon.  and 
learned  friend,  or  ony  otbor  portoo,  o 
with  that  sir  Henry  MUdmav  would  not 
repeat  hit  vititt;  what  would,  what  must 
have  been  ibe  obtervajtion  of  hit  bon.  and 
learned  friend  ?  Would  be  not  hove  toid. 
Good  God  1  bow  can  you  receive  tucb  an 
apprehension  into  your  mind;  wat  bur 
not  tbe  htttband  of  your  wife't  titter  ron. 
cently  deceated?  it  it  itraoge  that  ho 
thpuld  fiod  o  willing  audience,  that  they 
thottld  find  a  mutual  cootolation  for  their 
common  lott  in  retracing  thote  tietand 
affecUont  wbteb  bad  bound  them  to  to 
near  a  relative  ?  Wm  not  tbit  ibo  maoj 
be  wouki  ask,  io  whom  ihe.doort  of  o 
confiding  friend  would  naturally  fly  open  ) 
Wat; it  a  common  cote  for  a  man  to 
ttuiatod  to  detiroy  ibo  bappineta  of  an  of* 
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fectionate  husband,  and  deprive^  children 
of  a  mother,  bearing  a  resemblance  to 
bia  own  deceased  wife,  and  whom  he  was 
by -the  same  act  planging  into  infamy  and 
dishonour  ?  The  House,  he  trusted,  would 
not  proclaim  to  the  people  of  England, 
that  they  must  no  longer  trust  to  the 
kabits  of  society,  to  the  feelings  ot  man- 
kind, to  the  principles  of  morals,  lest  the 
individuals  whom  they  were  the  last  to 
•aspect  should  betray  their  quiet  for  ever. 
By  the  law,  aa  it  stood  at  present,  if  the 
intermarriage  of  these  parties  was  permit- 
ted,-all  that  the  omission  of  this  clause 
«ould  do,  would  be  to  legitimatize  the 
future  offspring  to  the  prejudice  of  the  off"- 
apring  born  before  marriage.  He  doubt- 
'edj  indeed,  if  such  a  marriage  was  likely 
to  take  place,  even  if  not  prohibited. 
Those  who  triumphed  o?er  female  chas- 
tity soon  became  tired  and  disgusted  with 
their  victims.  Frail  and  treacherous  was 
the  hope  that  rested  on  the  faith  and  fide- 
lity of  an  adulterer.  Claims' in  law  or  in 
.  public  justice  lady  Roseberry  had  none ; 
what  she  had  on  the  justice  of  sir  Henry 
Mildmay  he  should  not  pretend  to  de- 
acribe :  but  what  he  wished  to  impress  on 
the  House  was,  that  the  purity  and  sanc- 
tity of  social  and  domestic  lifie  were  im- 
,  mediately  involved  on  this  occasion  ;  that 
the  sentiments  and  securities  of  family 
honour,  and  that  the  dignity  and  solace  of 
private  life,  all  that  secured  the  paternal 
home,  and  the  relation  of  brother  and 
aister  front  pollution,  were  in  a  great  de- 
gree at  stake,  and  had  been  all  outraged 
«nd  violated  by  the  libertinism  of  sir 
Henry  Mildroay. 

Mr.  M.i^.Tayor.  thought,  that  the 
corommiitee  should  be  on  its  guard  against 
the  eloquence  of  the  right  hon.  and  learn- 
ed gentleman,  whose  argument  appeared 
to  him  in  the  nature  of  an  address  to  a 
jury  to  obtain  large  damages.  He  consi- 
dered that  the  case  had  been  much  exag- 
gerated, by  terming  it  an'  incestuous  in- 
tercourse. He  believed  that  there  were 
\iamb6rless  marriages  in  this  country 
whicb  might  be  void  by  the  strict  appli- 
cation of  the  ckion  law.  He  knew  many 
men,  of  the  most  respectable  character,  in 
other  retpects,  who  had  married  their  first 
vrife's  sister.  If  there  was  already  a  law 
vpon  the  subject,  why  should  not  the  pre- 
sent case  be  left  to  the  operation  of  that 
law  ?  It  had  been  said,  that  it  was  proba- 
ble that  lady  Roseberry  would  be  ulti- 
mately deserted  by  sir'  Henry  Mildmay. 
Much,   howeyer,  as  h^  condemned  the 
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crime  whicb  sir  Henry  Mildmay  bad 
committed,  he  did  not  believe  that  be 
would  desert  her,  or  that  any  gentlemaa 
would  desert  a  woman  in  those  circom- 
stances.  He  could  not  conceive  that  it 
would  be  any  disgrace  to  the  House  t^ 
strike  out  that '  clause,  or  even  to  permit 
the  parties  to  live  together  in  an  honest 
way.  If  there  was  at  present  any  law 
against  their  marrying,  a  process  might 
be  instituted  in  Doctors'  Commons  to  pre« 
vent  it,  and  there  was  no  occasion  for  the 
speeiai  interference  of  the  House  upon  the 
subject.  He  did  not  require  the  eloquence 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  to 
make  him  feel  that  it  was  a  great  crime  to 
go  into  the  house  of  a  brother-in-law, 
and  seduce' his  wife*  Bad  as  the  thing 
was,  he  conceived  that  it  had  been  much 
exaggerated  in  the  description. 

Mr.  Lockhart  thought,  that  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend  need  not  complain  of 
the  eloquence  of  the  Attorney-general,  as 
it  appeared  to  have  made  so  little  impres- 
sion on  him.  His  argument,  howerer, 
had  been  bottomed  on  the  opinions  €>f  ail 
the  best  writers  upon  the  subject.  They 
all  described  the  crime  as  most  peculiarly 
destructive  to  public  morals,  when  com- 
mitted by  persons  to  whom  affinity  or 
propinquity  afforded  the  most  unrestrained 
intercourse.  They  therefore  conceived, 
that  the  strongest  prohibitions  were  ne- 
cessary to  prevent  the  crime  from  being 
committed  under  those  circumstances. 
The  canon  law  had  determined  that  such 
marriages  were  incestuous,  and  he  saw  nof 
reason  to  contend  against  that  interpreta« 
tion  which  the  English  law  had  adopted. 
As  to  the  question  of  privilege  as  between 
the  two  Houses,  he  conceived  that  every 
case  stood  upon  its  own  merits,  and  that 
this  was  a.  peculiar  case,  which  ought  to 
be  excepted  from  the  common  rule: 
Here  it  was  evident,  that  the  canon  lair 
was  not  hostile,  but  auxiliary  to  public 
morals.  He  should,  therefore,  vote  for 
the  adoption  of  the  clause,  on  the  ground 
of  the  peculiarity  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Wynn  said,  that  the  insertion  of  the 
clause  in  the  present  instance  did  not  bind 
the  House  to  the  adoption  of  a  similar 
clause  in  other  cases,  because,  a  divorce 
bill  was  at  all  times  a  special  interference 
of  the  Legislature,  which  they  might 
fashion  according  to  their'  discretion. 
There  had  been  a  precedent  for  the  ad- 
mission of  a  similar  clause  in  Campbell's 
Divorce  Bill  in  1801,  in  which  it  was 
specially  inserted  to  meet  the  objections 
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of  some  members,  that  the  forbidden  mar- 
riage would  bare  been  incestooos*— -such  a 
declaration  might  be  inserted  in  the  pre- 
sent Bill. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  was  ready  to  Tote  for  the 
clause,  as  he  considered  the  present  case 
a  rery  a^^gravated  one.  He  could  not 
Tote  for  it,  however,  if  there  was  any 
statement  of  the  connexion  being  incestu- 
ous, as  he  did  not  consider  it  to  be  so.  If 
it  was  declared  incestuous,  it  would  ex- 
ceedingly hurt  the  feelings  of  many  yery 
respectable  people  who  were  now  married 
-  to  the  sisters  of  their  former  wife* 

The  Committee  then  divided :  For  the 
clause,  111;  Against  it,  20 :— Majority  9 1 . 

Mr.  M.  A.  Tayhr  could  not  avoid  bow- 
ing to  the  decision  of  so  large  a  majority, 
although  he  had  felt  it  his  doty  to  urge 
those  arguments  which  pressed  upon  his 
mind.  He  now  came 'before  the  commit- 
tee in  another  capacity,  and  must  intreat 
them  to  consider- whether,  if  lady  Rose- 
berry  should  still  have  virtue  enough  left 
(as  he  hoped  she  bad)  to  quit  the  con- 
nexion with  sir  Henry  Mildmay,  it  would 
be  right  that  she  should  be  reduced  to  the 
miserable  pittance  of  300/.  a  year,  which 
would  be  totally  insufficient  to  support 
her  in  that  sphere  of  life  to  which  she  had 
been  always  accustomed.  It  would  be 
insufficient  for  her  existence  in  any  kind 
of  comfort,  even  although  she  were  always 
to  live  as  an  exile  in  a  foreign  land.  He 
concluded  by  moving  as  an  amendment 
to  the  clause,  that  an  additional  200/.  per 
annum  should  be  allowed  for  her  mainte- 
nance. 

Mr.  J^esUm  supported  the  amendment, 
as  lad^  Roseberry  bad  lost  the  benefit  of 
the  jomture  of  l,500L  a  year,  which  had 
been  settled  upon  her  at  the  marriage. 

Mr.  Lockhart  wished,  that  the  bon.  gen- 
tleman could  inform  the  committee  what* 
was  the  fortune  which  the  lady  brought  ? 

Mr.  Tayhr  said,,  that  he  was  not  ac- 
quainted with  either  of  the  parties,  but 
he  understood  that  her  fortune  was  6,000/. 
which  in  tbe  s  per  cents,  gave  10,<XX)/. 
stock. 

Mr.  BaikurU  could  not  agree  with  the 
faon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Taylor),  that  the 
fund  for  producing  the  moral  effect  which 
he  had  anticipated  should  be  tBtken  out  of 
the  fortuna  of  lof'd  Roseberry.  This 
would  be  leaving  no  discretion  at  all  to 
the  hus\>and  to  improve  her  circumstances, 
if  she  reformed  her  conduct,  but  would  be 
directly  carving  out  of  his  fortune  that 
which  ought  to  be  le/t  eafirely  to  his  ge- 


nerosity. The  interest  of  the  fortune 
which  the  lady  brought  was  now  to  be 
given  up  to  her ;  and  he  saw  no  reason  to 
compel  the  husband  to  provide  out  of  his 
fortune  for  her  future  morality.  Hethought 
that  the  House  had  no  right  to  dictate  to 
him  what  he  should  give  to  lady  Rose- 
berry,  in  case  of  her  repentance  and  re« 
formation.  This  should  be  left  entirely  to 
his  own  feelings.  The  argument  of  tbe 
hon.  gentleman  would  go  to  this  extent, 
that  if  any  woman  was  elevated  above  her 
rank  in  life  by  a  marriage,  she  immedi- 
ately became  entitled  to  be  supported  out 
of  the  fortune  of  her  husband  in  that  rank/ 
however  she  might  forsake  her  duties  as  a 
wile.  If  the  interest  of  lady  Roseberry's 
fortune,  300/.  a  year,  was  stated  to  be  quite 
-incompetent  to  her  support,  he  could  not 
see  upon  what  principle  the  House  could 
undertake  to  carve  out  of  the  fortune  of 
lord  Roseberry  such  an  income  for  her  aa 
would  satisfy  the  bon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Best  could  hot  conceive 
how  it  could  be  contended,  that  a  lady 
who  bad  conducted  herself  as  lady  Rose- 
berry had  done,  was  as  folly  entitled  to 
the  jointure  settled  on  her  at  tbe  marriage, 
as  if  she  had  lived  with  her  husband  in  the 
performance  of  her  duties.  He  could  not 
see  what  claim  the  lady  possessed,  upon 
any  principle  of  justice,  upon  the  noble 
lord;  If  she  had  any  claim  on  him,  it 
was  merely  on  his  humanity  ;  and  from 
the  character  of  tbe  noble  lord,  he  had, no 
doubt,  that  whatever  claims  of  that  sort 
she  might  have,  would  be  attended  to  as 
much  as  they  deserved.  -  It  was  not  for 
that  House  to  regulate  the  feelings  or  tbe 
bounty  of  the  noble  lord. 

Lord  A.  HamUton  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
amendment 

Mr.  Abcrcrombie  thought,  that  when 
lady  Roseberry  came  to  that  House  to  de- 
mand a  favour,  it  was  for  them  to  consider 
on  what  terms  it  should  be  granted.  It 
was,  then,  competent  for  the  House  to 
judge  whether  300/.  per  annum  was  suffi- 
cient provision  forher*  As  to  the  opinion 
expressed  by  an  hon.  and  learned  serjeant/ 
as  to  what  lord  Roseberry's  feelings 
would  probably  induce  him  to  do,  this 
would  have  great  weight  with  him  if  he 
conceived  it  as  coming  from  any  persoa 
authorized  by  bis  lordship  to  malce  such 
a  statement ;  but  as  a  mere  opinion  ex- 
pressed in  debate,  it  should  not  prevent 
him  from  voting  for  what  he  thought 
would  be  a  proper  provision  for  the  lady. 

Tbe  Committee  then  divided  upon  the 
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JkmeBdmeni  :«^For  it,  09;  AgainilU,  16; 
«p<»Majority  5S« 

.  Tbe  Buogkt.]  Th«  HoQsa,  on  tb^  bmh 
lion  of  tbe  Chancellor  of  the  Excbequor, 
having  resolved  itself  into  a  committed  of 
Ways  and  Means» 

Tbe  CktmccUor  oftk§  Exeheqwr,  in  rising 
to  svbnit  to  tbe  commifttoe  the  terois  on 
wbich  be  bad  contracted  a  loan  that 
morning,  could  not  but  regret  tbateircam- 
ttancea  had  made  it  necessary  for  him  to 
propose  that  a  provision  should  bo  made 
for  the  proseeotion  of  a  war  on  tbe  most 
extensive  scale,  while  the  country  was 
yet  labouring  under  tbe  burthens  throyvn 
upon  it  by  a  former  contest.  It  would  be 
in  the  recollection  of  tbe  committee,  that 
bnt  a  few  months  had  elapsed  since  that 
House  was  employed  in  debating  what 
provision  would  be  necosaary  for  the  peace 
astablishment  of  the  country,  and  by  what 
means  tbe  nation  should  be  gradually  re- 
leased from  tbe  charge  of  tbe  expenditure 
imposed  upon  it  by  tbe  events  of  tbe  late 
struggle  in  the  cause  of  Eorope,  Scarcely, 
Imwever,  h$d  the  ratifieatien  of  tbe  Treaty 
0f  Peace  with  America  arrived,  before 
circun^stances  occurred  which  had  led  to 
a  renewal  of  the  war  with  France.  Tbe 
cirenmstances  which  had  attended  the 
landing  of  Booni^rte  in  France  were  of 
n  nature  so  extraordinary  and  unpreco« 
dented,  that  tbey  could  neither  be  by 
possibility  foreseen,  nor  prevented  by  any 
act  of  the  British  Government;  and  tbey 
arere  felt  throughout  Europe  as  an  electric 
ahock,  which  in  a  moment  roozed  all  iu 
nations  into  arms.  The  Declaration  of 
tbe  Allies  of  the  13th  of  March,  issued  at 
m  time  when  it  was  not  possible  for  them 
to  have  bad  any  communication  with  this 
country,  proved  that  tbe  impulse  had  not 
been  given  by  England,  but  that  it  was 
the  opinion  of  all  the  great  Sovereigns  on 
the  Continent,  that  with  a  government 
like  the  present  government  of  France, 
whose  authority  rested  in  no  rigbt^^wbicb 
avas  founded  on  oppression  at  home,  and 
insatiable  ambition  abroad-»-«tbere  was  no 
■afety  for  them  but  in  war;  satisfied  as  they 
were,  that  such  a  power  would  labour  to 
aieet  the  subjugation  of  Europe,  if  it  were 
not  overpowered  itself.  This  country  had 
at  that  time  made  some  progress  in  the 
radoction  of  its  expenditure.  The  Ame- 
rican war  was  at  an  end;  but  at  the  aame 
time  large  demands  were  existing  against 
the  nation.  Though  this  war  was  closed, 
it  was  itill  neccsaary  to  provide  for  the  ^ 
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letura  of  onr  army  -front  America,  an4 
aloa  for  the  paying  off  of  tbe  large  arroara 
which  remained  in  oomeqiifnce  of  that 
contest  in  Europe  which  had  preceded  il^ 
These  circumstances  being  .takeit  into  tbe 
consideration  of  the  cMamittee,  they  wooM 
not  wonder  that  a  loan,  in  its  amount  be* 
yond  all  exaaiplew  shoaM  be  called  Sor ; 
and  ho  tniated  tbatitwooldaotbetbongfat 
too  greal,  wben  il  was  remeoabefod  thai 
it  waa  intended  to  aaect  not  only  the 
charges  of  a  new  war  in  which  wo  were 
engaged,  but  also  to  axtingoiah  tbe 
arrears  of  an  old  one.  Though  he  re* 
gretted  the  oeceality  far  ii,  still  he 
could  not  but  derita  aoaie  consolation 
from  the  reflection,  that  the  manner  in 
which  it  had  bean  raised  wouki  prove  to 
tbe  world  how  laige  were  our  resources^ 
and  how  prosperoua  the  stale  of  the  coon* 
try.  Undoubtedly  it  waa  taiisf^ctory  to 
him,  that  groat  m  the  mm»  caUed  for 
were,  and  extenaiva  as  ware  the  charges 
wbich  the  eoontry  bad  to  bear,  he  had  ne 
reason  to  oemment  in  detail  upon  the  dif« 
ferent  articles  which  oanied  this  axpcadt^ 
tore,  as  they  had  already  undergone  tbe 
oonsideratioo,  and  for  the  most  part  re^ 
ceived  the  sanction  of  Paitiamaat.  He 
had  only  to  reeapitolata  the  supplies  wbicb 
had  been  granted ;  and  what  were  the 
means  by  which  it  was  proppaed  that  they 
should  be  met.  There  might  be  some 
further  expenses  to  bo  provided  for,  whtcb 
in  the  course^  of  his  statement  be  would 
take  an  opportunity  la  point  out.  Tbe 
toui  amount  of  the  charge  for  the  aarvice 
of  the  Navy  for  the  present  year  wa^ 
IM07/)OOf«,and  forTranapor«aS,747,00Of. 
making  together  the  sua  of  18,644,0001. 
Here,  however,  it  was  to  be  observed,  two 
millioos  were  included  for  the  repayment 
of  the  Navy  Debt,  and  which  therefore 
fonaed  no  part  of  the  aervicu  of  the  cor* 
rent  yean  Tbe  diffiirent  expenaea  en  ac» 
conntof  the  Army  amounted  to  13,876,000/. 
The  arrears  of  the  Extraordieaviea  onpro* 
vided  for,  were  1 1 ,983,000/.  For  tbe  £x* 
tr^ordinaries  of  the  current  year,  including 
Ireland,  a  sum  of  no  less  than  12,000,000/. 
had  been  voted.  The  charge  for  the  Bar- 
rack Service  was  90,OOq/.,  wbich  bad  aot 
yet  been  voted,  but  which  would  be  pro* 
posed  in  the  Committee  of  Sapplj  the 
same  evening.  Thjn  sumwoald  appear 
uncommonly  small ;  bot  he  wonld  abortly 
assign  tbe  reaaona  wbich  might  bo  ex* 
pected  toirender  it  sufficient,  and  aay  for* 
ther  circumstances,  requiring  notice  woold 
be  fully  explainfid  by  bU  right  boa.  fimtd 
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in  propmiiig  the  T^te*  The  total  amount 
of  the  tutni  ctlled  fct  on  acconfii  of  the 
Barrack  Service,  WAa  S30,000/.  The  dif- 
ftrence  betwei^n  the  torn  hist  mentioned 
and  the  99,000/.  proposed  to  be  Toted, 
was  occasioned  by  a  saTiog  arising  from 
the  sale  of  the  old  stores,  and  of  barracks 
no  loiig^ir  necessary  for  the  public  sef- 
irice.  The  Commissariat  caused  a  charge 
•f  ^100,000/. ;  the  Storekeeper-genefkl 
one  of  91»600f. ;  giving  a  total  on  accoont 
of  the  Military  Senrice^  of  39,150,000/. 
For  the  Ordnance  Service,  the  supply  was 
4^45 1,000/L  For  the  expense  of  Sabstdies 
this  year  to  the  Allies,  the  Hoase  had 
Toted  5,000,0001.  They  had  also  Voted 
1,650,000/.  for  the  re-payment  of  the  Bi lie 
of  Credit  created  under  Act  of  laiS;  but 
there  remained  other  expenses  to  be  pro- 
vided for,  arising  out  of  the  deficiency  of 
the  force  which  we  were  boond  to  main- 
tain on  the  Continent  by  the  additional 
Treaty  of  Chaomont«  and  out  of  some  other 
subsidiary  engagements.  On  account  of 
the  Supplementary  Convention  of  Chau* 
tnont,  (he  was  not  sure  the  sum  he  was 
'  about  to  name  was  quite  correct,  as  the 
accounts  were  not  finally  made  up,  but  he. 
was  satisfied  it  would  prove  nearly  acco«> 
rate),  there  was«  charge  of  570,000/.  To 
complete  the  Subsidies  granted  to  Austria 
under  former  treaties,  a  sum  of  400,000/. 
was  necessary.  This  arose  partly  from 
the  circumstance  of  some  stores  which 
were  intended  to  be  delivered  for  the 
Austrian  serrice,^  having  been  otherwise 
employed ;  and  of  some  other  stores  hav- 
ing been  charged  in  the  Sobtidiary  Ac- 
count which  it  had  been  agreed  to  omit, 
and  the  value  of  which  In  boUi  cases  was 
consequently  to  be  made  up  in  money. 
The  greater  part  of  this  sum  had  already 
been  paid,  and  the  account  had  been  laid 
before  the  House.  He  had  stated  the  Bills 
of  Credit  voted  by  Parliament,  to  amount 
to  1,650,0002.  There  remained  the  sum 
of  about  200,000/.  to  be  made  good  to 
complete  the  two  millions  and  a  hal^  which 
we  were  bound  to  provide  by  the  Treaty, 
together  with  the  interest  due ;  but  for  this 
sum  he  should  not  propose  any  vote  in  the 
present  session,  as  its  amount  could  not 
exactly  be  ascertained,  depending  on  the 
course  of  exchange.  There  was  aho  due 
to  Russia  on  engagements  contracted 
during  the  former  war,  the  sum  of  about 
530,000/.;  100,000/.  had  been  paid  to 
Spain,  and  200,000/.  to  Portugal,  on  a 
similar  account ;  and  a  sum  was  also  due 
to  Hanover.    He  considered  himself  as 


juitified  in  stating  the  soppltes  for  theau 
services,  the  accounts  of  which  were  ud* 
der  the  examination  of  the  House,  to 
amount  to  about  5,500,0002. ;  which,  with 
1,000^000/.  toted  as  a  compensation  to 
Sweden  for  the  cession  of  Ooadaloupe^ 
made  a  charge  of  4,500,000/.  for  foreign 
expenditure;  of  which,  about  4,006,000/.' 
would  be  payable  within  the  year,  in  ad« 
dition  to  the  5,000,000/.  voted  as  sabsidiea 
to  the  three  great  powers,  Austria,  Russia,' 
and  Prussia.  The  total  amount  therefore 
of  the  charge  for  foreign  payments,  in<< 
eluding  bills  of  credit,  was  9,000,000/L 
He  should  have  besides  to  propose  to  Par- 
liament a  vote,  to  make  good  to  the  army 
which  had  fought  under  lord  WelJingtoa 
the  amount  of  the  value  of  stores  cap- 
tured by  them  in  different  fortresses.  This 
charge,  not  being  altogether  of  an  ordinary 
nature,  would  require  aome  explanation  ; 
but  he  trusted  that,  though  considerable 
in  its  amount,  it  would  be  received  with 
favour,  in  consideration  of  what  that  army 
had  achieved  for  the  glory  and  ad- 
vantage of  their^conntry.  On  the  re- 
duction of  a  fortress  an  estimate  waa 
commonly  made  of  the  value  of  the  stores 
captured,  which  were  applied  to  the  pub- 
lic service,  and^afterwanls  accounted  for 
to  the  eaptors.  During  the  war  in  the 
Peninsula,  the  account  had  been  kept  in 
the  usual  manner,  but  no  payment  had 
yet  been  made;  and  from  the  extent  of 
the  service  performed  in  the  course  of  a 
war  which  had  continued  for  seven  years« 
this  charge  formed  a  considerable  item  ; 
it  was  estimated  at  eight  hundred  thousand 
pounds :  to  this  the  sum  of  142,000/.  waa 
iohe«dd«d,  for  the  stores  and  artillery 
taken  at  the  capture  of  the  island  of  Java. 
It  was  proper  here  to  observe,  that  in  the 
operations  against  that  island,  no  part  of 
the  Royal  Artillery  was  employed.  The 
artillery  which  was  used  there  was  directed 
by  the  officers  of  the  East  India  Company'a 
establishment;  and  therefore  the  usual 
certificates,  signed  by  the  officers  of  the 
Royal  Artillery,  could  not  be  obtained. 
In  all  other  respects  the  ordinary  forms 
had  t>een  observed,  and  the  captors  ap- 
peared to  be  entitled  to  the  same  remune- 
ration as  had  been  made  in  other  cases 
when  fortified  places  had  been  captured  ; 
but  though  the  service  performed  wai 
thought  to  come  within  the  ordinary  prin- 
ciples, and  though  the  honour  and  accu- 
racy of  the -Company's  officers  were  a» 
unquestionable  as  their  skill  and  gallantry, 
the  Ordnance  Department  had  not  thought 
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proper  to  isaae  an  order  for  the  payment 
of  the  sum  which  appeared  due,  without 
first  having  the  special  authority  of  Par- 
liaiQent  to  do  so.  He  now. came  to  the 
Miscellaneous  Services.  Of  these  a  great 
part  had  been  already  voted,  but  a  part 
atUl  remained  for  the  future  consideration 
of  the  House.  The  amount  of  the  whole 
he  took  at  3,000,000/.  The  supplies,  then, 
which  he  would  now  shortly  recapitulate, 
stood  as  follows : 
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aSli.  SUPPLIES. 

Navy      .    -     14,897,255 
Transports  -      3,746,945 


1815. 


Army  ------- 

9,^55,658    Ordnance    -    -    -    ^    - 

Foreign  Payments,  indad- 

ing  Bills  of  Credit   -    - 

3,000,000    Vote  of  Credit  -     -     -     - 

200,000    Ditto  for  Ireland    .    -    - 

Army  Prize  Money     -    - 

9|500,000    MisceUaneoos  .    -    .    - 


18,644,200 

39,150,736 

4,431,643 

.9,000.000 

6,000,000 

200,000 

942,347 

3,000^000 


^.81,368,926 
'To  tbese  were  to  be  added  those  items 
to  be  borne  by  England,  whicb  come 
•  noder  the  head  of 

SKPARATB  CHARGES. 
;  These. were  as  follow  : 

1 ,900,000    Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills   2,000,000 

290,000     Sinking  Fund  on  ditto  -     -      270.000 

121,000    Debentures  &  Loyalty  Loan       90,000 

r  Vote  of  Credit  Bills  1814, } 

i^OQO^OOO^     and  Reduction  of  £x-^  6,000,000 

Q     chequer  Bills    -    -    •) 

X.  89,728,926 
^Deduct  Irish  Pro- 
1    portion  of  Joint 

S  107  094  J    Charge-    -     -9,572,814 

•'^"^'"^*^  Ditto  Civil  List 
and  Consoli- 
dated Fund    -    188,000 

—  9,760,814 


And  there  remained  to  be  bom«  by 

England jf.  79,968,113 


The  vote  of  credit  inleoded  to  be  pro- 
posed this  year  was  to  the  extent  of 
6,000,000/.,  and  would  be  made  good  in 
the  usual  way,  by  an  issue  of  exchequer-^ 
bills  to  the  saofie  amount.  Anxious,  how* 
ever,  that  there  should  not  be  too  great  a 
pressure  on  these  secorilies,  he  should 
propose  a  reduction  of  three  million  from 
those  voted  last  year,  besides  the  re- pay- 
ment of  5,000,000/.  issued  on  the  last  vote 
of  credit;  by  these  means  the  sum  paid 
ofF  would  be  equal  to  that  which  it  might 
be  necessary  to  issue  in  the  course  of  the 
priesent  year.  When  it  was  foreseen  that 
an  expenditure  to  the  immense  amount 
which  had  now  become  necessary,  must 
be  provided  for  in  the  course  of  ibe  pre- 


sent session,  an  important  consideratioa 
arose,  whether  it  would  be  better  that  aa 
extraordinary  exertiop  should  be  made  to 
raise  an  unosaally  large  proportion  of  the 
supplies  within  the   year,  or  whether  it 
would  be  preferable  to  call  on  the  public 
only  for  what  they  had  been  accustomed 
to   pay  in  former  years,  and  raise  wbat 
remained   wanting  by^  means  of  a  loan. 
Much  might  be  said  in  favour  of  eklier 
course.     For  his  own    part,   he   haa    no 
hesitation  in  declaring  that  if  be  had  con« 
sidered  it  probable  that  a  similar  expen* 
diture  would  be  necessary  in  future  years, 
be  would  at  once,  whatever   the  hazard 
might  be,  have  made   an  appeal  to    the 
spirit  and   magnanimity  of  the  country ; 
and  from  such  an  appeal  be  was  sure  the 
country  would  not   have  shrunk.     From 
the  feeling  which  had  been  manifested  in 
consequence  of  the  recent  events,  he  was 
satisfied    that  those  measures,  which  the 
wisdom  of  Parliament  might  think  neces- 
sary to  the  honour   and  security  of  the 
country,  would   be  ct\eerfully  submitted 
to.     But  thinking  as  he  did,  that  an  ex- 
penditure  to  the  amount  of  that  of  the 
present  year,   was  not  likely  again    to 
recur,  even  if  the  war  should   continue 
on  the  present  scale,  which  was  wbat  he 
could   not  anticipate,  he  had  thought  it 
wiser  to  have  recourse  to  no  other  means 
than  those  which  it  had  been  usual  for 
Parliament  to  adopt  on  former  occasions. 
However  large  the  demand  which  had  in 
consequence  been  made  on  the  credit  of 
the  country,  he  saw  no  reason  to  regret 
this  resolution.     The  right  hop.  gentleman 
now   proceeded   to  state  the  ways    and 
means  which  would  be,  in  the  opinion 
of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  the  fittest  to 
meet  the  supplies  which  had  been  voted. 
He  took  the  Annual  Duties  at  3,000,000/.; 
the  surplus  of  the  Consoridated  Fund  he 
also  took  at  3,000,000/.     It  would   be  sa- 
tisfactory to  the  House  to  learn  the  grounds 
on  which  he  estimated  the  surplus  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund,  at  that  amount;  and 
they  would   view  with    pleasure  the   in- 
creased resources  of  the  country.    It  might 
also  be  proper  that  he  should   show  the 
grounds  on  which  he  intended  to  propose 
on  a  future  day  a  grant  of  22,000,000/. 
out  of  the  growing  produce  of  the  War 
Taxes.     He  should  not  call  upon  them  to 
come  to  this  vote   that  night,  as  it  was 
more  consistent  with  the  forms  of  Parlia- 
ment, that  some  portion  of  the  ways  and 
means  of  the  year  should  be  reserved  for  a 
time  to  meet  any   future  grants   which 
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might  yet  be  made  in  the  coime'of  *the 
seMioo.  He,  however,  contidered  him- 
telf  JQstified  in  taking  the  War-tezes  at 
22,000,0001.;  the  Lottery  be.  took  at 
250/)00/. ;  Old  Naral  Stores  at  508,000/. ; 
the  Vote  of  Credit  be  had  stated  at 
6|000,000f. ;  the  Escheqoer-bills  Fonded, 
and  the  Loan  in  the  5  per  Cent,  would  gt?e 
18,185,000/.  The  second  Loan  27,000,000/. 
These  were  the  ways  and  means  by  which 
he  proposed  to  meet  the  charge  of  the 
year,  immense  as  it  was.  The  total  amount 
of  them  was  79,803.500/.  This  som  fell 
a  little  short  of  the  supplies ;  but  upon  the 
whole  he  expected  the  ways  and  means 
which  he  had  enumerated  would  prove 
aufficienu  It  was  bis  peculiar  duty  this 
day  to  state  the  terms  on  which  the  Loan 
had  been  contracted  for  the  service  of  the 
public.  It  had  been  the  object  of  the 
^Treasury  to  diffuse  the  loans  called  for, 
over  different  species  of  stock,  in  order  to 
divide  the  burthen,  to  remove  all  incon- 
▼enieneies  to  the  public  creditor,  and  to 
provide  for  the  exigency  on  the  easiest 
terms.  This  would  be  seen  by  adverting 
to  their  former  proceedings  in  the  course 
of  the  session.  It  had  been  proposed  to 
fund  18,000,000/.  of  Exchequer-bills. 
This,  in  the  first  instance,  they  had  not 
been  able  to  efiect ;  but  subsequently  on 
a  loan  in  the  5  per  cents,  subscribers  had 
gone  beyond  the  18,000,000/.  by  a  sum 
of  135,000/.  The  sum*  therefore,  of 
18,135,000/.  was  thus  placed  in  the  ways 
and  means.  The  committee  were  aware, 
that  by  the  loan  that  day,  no  less  a  som 
than  27,000,000/.  for  England  was  to  be 
raised ;  and  as  the  5  per  cents,  were  suffi- 
ciently bortbened,  it  became  necessary 
that  this  should  principally  fall  on  the  3 
and  the  4  per  cent,  stocks.  It  was  ori- 
ginally proposed  that  a  larger  sum  should 
be  taken  in  the  4  per  cents. ;  but  on  the 
subscribers  objecting  to  this,  10/.  percent, 
only  had  been  given  out  of  that  stock; 
130/.  had  been  taken  from  the  3  per  cent, 
reduced,  and  the  remaining  part  of  the 
100/,  was  to  be  by  a  bidding  in  the  3  per 
cent,  consols.  It  had  happened  singularly 
enough,  as  it  had  once  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, about  eighteen  months  ago,  <'  that 
the  sum  offered  by  the  subscribers,  was 
exactly  the  minimum  of  what  the  Treasury 
had  resolved  to  accept.  This  was  a  cir- 
cumstance so  far  satisfactory,  as  it  went 
to  show  that  both  parties  met  on  fair  and 
honourable  tempos,  and  arrived  at  the  same 
point  from  reasoning  in  different  ways. 
What  farther  proved,  the  correctness  of 
(VOUXXXI.) 


JuNB.li«  1815.  [802 

the  view  which  had  been  taken  of  the 
case,  was  that  four  different  calculations 
bad  been  made  by  foor  diflferent  persons, 
and  all  had  concurred  in  naming  44/.  in 
the  3  per  cent,  consols,  as  that  which 
6oght  to  be  the  bidding.  The  bonus 
which  the  subscribers  had  waa  to  be  eati* 
mated  in  this  manner  i^-^ 

The  130/.  given  in  the  3  per  cent. 

Reduced,  at  54},  were  worth  -  -  £^l  0  5 
The  101.  m  the4  peroeiitat69|  6  19    ^ 

The  44^  ia  the  3  per  cent  Goosob , 

•t54 23  15    24 


Total    -    .    -     . 
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The  consols,  being  shot,,  there  was  no 
.  money  price  to  them,  and  the  times  price 
was  something  more  than  the  money  price 
of  that  stock.  The  times  price  was  55f ; 
but  .from  this  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  was 
to  be  deducted,  on  account  of  the  divi« 
denA  to  arise  from  the  half-year  which 
was  about  to  expire ;  as  no  dividend  would 
be  paid  to  the  subscribers. to  the  loan  on 
that  stock  till  January  next.  Thi8,4bere- 
fore,  reduced  the  value  of  the  3  per  cent, 
consols,  to  54/.  which  nude  the  totatsuni 
given  to  the  subscribers  what  he  had  be- 
fore stated— 101/.  15i.  2|d.;  to  which, 
adding  the  som  which  would  be  allowed 
them  in  case  of  prompt  payment,  made 
an  addition  of  2/.  ISs.  7{d,  and  the  total 
104/.  Hs,  I0|d.,  including  the  whole  of  the 
discount  allowed  to  any  wBo  might  pay 
the  entire  amount  of  their  subscriptions  at 
once.  But  it  was  obvious,  the  loan  being 
on  so  large  a  scale,  it  would  not  be  fair  to 
expect  that  so  many  could  do  this  as  had 
so  come  forward  on  former  occasions,  and 
that  when  the  monthly -instalments  were 
so  Considerable,  there  was  less  probability 
of  payments  in  advance  than  when  9 
smaller  loan  was  called  for.  On  this  ac- 
count he  thought  that  not  more  than  half 
the  discount,  at  the  utmost,  could  be  esti- 
mated as  a  bonus  to  the  contractors,  which 
would  reduce  their  advantage  to  no  mora 
than  3/.  2s.  per  cent.  pThe  bargain  there- 
fore was  not  unreasonably  favourable  to 
themi  and  there  was  reason  to  rejoice  that 
such  a  loan  could  be  obtained  at  a  period 
like  the  present  on  such  terms.  He  would 
now  proceed  to  explain  the  grounds  on 
which  he  took  the  surplus  of  the  Consoli- 
dated Fund  at  three  millions.  The  actual 
surplus  of  that  fund  .in  the  year  ending 
5th  of  April  1815,  after  deducting  all 
charges,  had  been  3,647,000/.,  and  would 
ther^ore  have  justified  an  estimate  to  the 
same  extent  for  the  current  year,  auu* 
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posing  the  re^eotte  to  remsiii  equally  pro- 
ductive, aad  the  additional  chargea  io4ie 
covered  by  the  proviiion  made^^y  Pari i a* 
men!  for  meeiing  them.  As  however 
there  reaaaioed  the  sum  or2S4«00(W.  granled 
for  the  service  of  the  former  year  still 
due  on  the  5ib  -of  April,  the  sum  which 
would  remain  for  the  service  of  the  current 
year  would  be  no  more  than  3,365,000/. 
In  another  mode  of  estimate  the  result 
would  be  still  more  favourable.  The 
amount  of  taxes  applicable  to  the  Con- 
solidated Fund  of  Great  Briiaiti  in  the  year 
ending  ^ih  of  April,  18 15»  was  ^36«702»000 

Adding  the  War  Taxes  appropriated 

to  the  Consolidated  Puod  «  -  9,106,000 
There  wuuld  be  a  totalincome  of  -  41,408,000 
From  which,  deductiog  the  perma- 

nent  charges  of   Great  Britain 

existing    on    5th    April    1815, 

amoanting  to    ......        37,588,000 

Then  would  remain     ....         3,820,000 

From  which  again  deducting  the 

sum  doe  on  the  former  grant  of  284,000 

There  would  remain  applicable  to 

the  senrice  of  the  year    •    .    .  3,536,000 

He  should  therefore  have  thought  himself 
justified  in  proposing  a  grant  on  account 
of  this  surplus  to  the  extent  of  3. 500^000/. 
But  as  no  inconvenience  would  arise  from 
its  being  estimated  too  low,  and  some  had 
been  experienced  from  an  error  of  an  op- 
posite nature,  be  thought  the  safer  course 
was  to  take  it  at  3.000,000/.  With  re- 
spect to  the  War- taxes,  he  should  at  a 
future  day  propose  a  vote  highly  satisfac- 
tory, from  the  view  which  it  gave  of  the 
increasing  means  of  the  country.  The 
amount  of  the  War-taxes,  talcing  them  at 
what  they  were  last  year,  and  adding  the 
arrears  of  the  Property-tax  remaining  to 
he  collected,  would  furnish  32,U25,454/. 
Ifrom  this  deducting  the  cum  re- 
maining to  complete  the  Grant 
of  War  Taxes  for  1814  -  .  -  ,£8,005,887 
And  the  War  Taxes  pledged  fbr 

Interest  of  Debt 8,706,000 

•£  10,711,887. 
There  wonid  remain  to  be  granted 
fur  the  serrice  of  the  year    -    -    ^92,213,567 

On  the  credit  of  this  he  should  consider 
himneif  fully  justified  in  moving  on  a 
fntureday  a  grant  of  22»000,000/.  It  was 
worth  while  to  look  back  to  the  increase 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  produce  of 
the  perm^ment'  war  taxes  since  the  last 
considerable  addition  was  made  to  them. 
The  committee  were  aware  that  no  new 
taxe^  had  been  proposed  since  the  year 
1813.  In  the  year  ending  April  6,  1815, 
Mieir  total  produce  was  somewhat  less  than 
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dOfiOOfOOOl.    In  tha  year  eodinf^  April  5« 
181!f,  they  amounted  to  65,8O4,O00t  tbea 
giving  an  increase  of  five  millions  end  a 
half.     Undoubtedly  it  most  be  adaoiited, 
that  the  year  endiqg  April  5,  1813,  had 
been  less  productive  than  some  which  bad 
preceded  it;  but  making  every  reesooable 
allowance  for  this  circumstaace,  the  io* 
crease  had  been  great  beyond  all  former 
example.     He  now  came   to  state   the 
amount  of  the  charge  on  the  country*  by 
^he  loans  for  the  present  year«  and  the 
way  in  which  it  was  proposed  to  meet 
them.    The  total  amount  of  the  capital 
created  by  the  Exchequer* bills  fanded* 
and  the  loan  in  the  5  p^r  centa.  amovnted 
to  21,208,000/.  5  per  cenU  stock  $  the  in- 
terest of  this  to  1,060,000/. ;  the  Sinkiog 
Fund  to  331,000/.,  with  the  asoal  charge 
for  managemenu    The  loan  obtained  that 
day  created  a  capital  of  49*680,000/.  the 
interest  of  which  would   be   l,5l7,O00iL; 
the     Sinking    Fund    would     amount    to 
758,700/.,  to  which  would  be  added  the 
charge  for  management.  fThe  total  amooot 
of  the  capital  created  in  the  present  year 
by   funding,   was  70,888,000/.    The   io* 
terest  on  this  was  2,577,000/. ;  the  Sinkiog 
Fund  1,090,000/. ;  the  total  annual  charge 
to  the  country  3,689,000/.    The  rate  per 
cent,  at  which  the  whole  of  the  sum  raised 
in  the  present  year  had  been  obtained  waa, 
to  the  subscribers  (iocloding  the  Sinking 
Fund),  51.  14s.  2f/.     The  total  charge  to 
the  country  was,  every  thing  ioclmledy 
S/.  3s.  5^d.     He  wished  to  show  what  had 
been  the  impression  made  on  the  stocka 
by  the  financial  operations  of  the  present 
year,  and  to  compare  them  with  that  which 
had  formerly    been  produced  by  those 
measures  rendered  necessary  to  prosecute 
the  late  war.     In  1795,  a  loan  was  ob- 
tained at  4/.  14f.  percent.    In  that  and 
the  following  year  137  millions  were  added 
to  the  national  debt,  and  the  effect  of  4hia 
on  the  stocks  was  such,  that  for  a  loan 
borrowed  at  the  beginning  of  1797,  the 
public  were  compelled   to  pay  6/.  7«.  per 
cent,  being  an  increase  of  interest,  and 
consequenxly  a  depression  of  public  credit 
of  33«.  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  loan« 
and  of  35  per  cent,  on  the  interest  paid  in 
the  former  year.    Now,  since  the  year 
1813  the  public  debt,  had  been  increased 
one   hundred  and  eighty-seven  milUons^ 
and  the  efiect  was  this :— in  that  year  we 
paid  5L  Hs.  to  the  subscribers;  we  this 
year  paid  5/.  14s.  2d.  onthe^wholeamouat 
borrowed.     So  that   with   this   immenae 
addition  to  our  debt,  no  greater  depreaeion 
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OD  pnbKe  credit  waa  obiervable  (hm 
et.  2d.  per  cent.  6ti  the  loan,  and  about  5\ 
per  cent,  on  the  former  interest.  This 
might  be  considered  to  result  from  an 
astonishing  increase  of  pul^iic  credit  ^ince 
the  period  lo  which  he  bad  referred,  or  te 
the  improved  situation  of  the  country. 
And  which  ever  way  it  was  viewed,  the 
effect  was  equally  grattfyinir.  To  provide 
for  the  annual  charge  of  3»0S9,000/.,  the 
House  had  already- supplied  by  taxes  of 
Customs  and  Excise  on  tobacco,  and  on 
Excise  licences,  about  000,000/.,  and 
there  were  now  under  the  consideration  of 
the  House  additions  to  the  Stamps  and 
Postage  to  the  amount  of  about  l  ,SK)0,000^ 
ttwre,  making  in  the  whole  a  provision  by 
Bewi  taxes  of  about  1300,0001.  Thus  it 
would  be  seen  about  half  the  necessary 
supplies  were  provided  by  taxes  now 
agreed  to,  or  in  progress  through  the 
House.  For  the  remainder,  he  proposed 
to  take  a  sum  of  from  1,800,000/.  to 
\f9QOfinoL  out  of  the  sums  in  the  hands 
of  the  commissioners  for  liqiiidating  the 
national  debt,  as  he  was  aotborixed  to  do 
by  the  Act  of  1815.  The  sum  in  their 
bands  was  at  present  about  70,000,000/., 
and  he  propoeed  to  cancel  so  much  of  thai 
as  would  suffice  to  meet  the  remainder 
of  the  charge  created  by  the  loan.  He 
wished  it  to  be  borne  in  mind,  as 
a  consideration  of  no  small  importance, 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  immense 
aom  called  for  must  have  been  supported 
by  the  country  as  arrears  of  the  late  war, 
bad  not  the  recent  events  again  placed  us 
in  a  state  of  hostility  to  France.  On  the 
most  moderate  calculation,  no  less  than 
21,000,000/.  would  have  been  sufficient. 
Of  this  12,000,000/.  were  for  the  arrears 
of  the  Army  Extraordinaries :  for  the 
payment  of  the  Naval  Debt,  2,000,000/. 
more ;  for  Bills  of  Credit  and  arrears  of 
Sobsidres,  3,000,000/. ;  for  the  Commissa- 
riat  department  in  Portugal,  not  less  than 
i2i50O,O0O/.  These  sums  together  made 
19,5001,000/.  The  2,000,000/.  for  the 
Army  Exiraerdinaries,  which  he  had  men* 
tinned,  were  for  the  forme rjFear,  though  in- 
cluded rn  the  grant  for  the  present.  The 
payuMutof  the  sum  which  continued  doe  on 
«coount  of  the  Commissariat  in  Pbrtugal  be- 
yond what  had  been  already  discharged, 
had  been  suspended  doiiog  the  war.  The 
partieB  interested  bad  aiei}uie8ced  cbeer- 
•Mly  in  the  arrangeaoent  made,  and  con- 
sented to  raeeive  the  interest,  %vithdut 
complaining. that  theprincfpial'wuvld  not 
'be   paid.     Thi»  wan  satisiaetory,  aa  it 


showed  that    the  monied    men   of   the 
country  (for  the  greater  number  of  the 
creditors  were  British  merchants)  had  the 
interest  of  the  nation  more  at  heart  than 
their  own  private  profit.    They  had  made 
a  considerable  sacrifice,  as  tlie  state  of 
the  exchange  would  have  given  them  a 
great  advantage,  which  must  be  wholly 
lost  to  them  by  this  arrangement ;  which 
however  would  prove   beneficial  to   the 
public  service,  and  from  its  effect  upon 
the  exchange  greatly  promote  economy 
in  those  departments  in  which  our  service 
had  hitherto  been  conducted  abroad  ix  aa 
immense  expense;    and  thus  our  opera- 
tions would  be  carried  on  with  new  vigour. 
The  Committee  must  see  with '  pleasure, 
that  even  jinder  the  pressure  of  present 
circumstances,  the  precious  metals  had 
been  reduced  in  price  since  last  April. 
Gold,  which   had  then  been  5/.  7«.  the 
oonce^  had  been  reduced  to  bU  5r.,  and 
the  price  of  dollars  had  sunk  within  the 
same  period  to  6s.  3d.  per  ounce.     He 
stated  this  to  show  that  we   had   been 
enabled,  not  only  to  meet,  but  in  part  to 
surmount  the  difficulties  of  our  situation. 
Returning  from   this  digression,  he   ob- 
served, that  he  had  brought  up  his  state- 
ment of  the  charges  which  the  country 
most  have  borne,  if  la  new  war  had  not 
broken  out,  to  19,500,000/.     One  million 
more  was  to  be  added  as  the  balance  due 
to  the  achievements  of  our  brave  army, 
for  the  capture  of  stores.     Five- hundred 
thousand  pound  of  the  sum  called  for  in 
the  present  session  would  also  have  been 
necessary  in  aid  of  the  Civil  List.    Thu^ 
this  made  up  the  21,000,000/.   he  had 
mentioned,  which  were  to  be  provided  for 
in*  the  present  year,  which  did  not  arise 
from  the  renewal  of  war,  and  must  have 
been  borne  had  no  such  event  taken  place. 
He  was  aware  it  would  be  asked,  if  the 
war  should   continue,  *  how  would   such 
expenses  be  met  in  a  future  year?    He 
would  not  say  that  there  would   be  no 
difficulties  to  contend  with,  but  it  was  not 
probable  that  those  difficulties  would  be 
of  equal  magnitude  with  those  surmounted 
in  the  present  year.      He  could  hardly 
think  it  possible  that  'this  country  would 
be  engaged  in  an  extensive  naval  war, 
while  msking  such  exertions  as  she  was 
'BOW displaying  on  the  Continent.     Either 
•the  attention  of  France  would  be  so  much 
directed  to  the  confederated  armies,  that 
she  would  not  be  able  to  make  any  great 
effort  with  her  navy :   or,  supposing  any 
,  arrangem^BU  ta  be  oade  by  her  wiUi  the 
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Continenlftl    Poweri»  thai  ezpenie  now 
incurred  for  oar  armiet  would  cease*  aod 
the  supplies  at  present  demanded  for  them 
coald  be  applied  to  the  serrice  of  our 
navy  :    so  that  he  conceived  no  prospect 
of  the  war  being  continued  at  the  present 
great  expense.     Up  to  the  year  1 8 1 4^  a 
provision  had  been  made  for  140,000  sea- 
men.     These   were  reduced  in  the  last 
year  to  70,000:   but  this,  instead  of  a 
diminution,  had  caused  a  great  additional 
expense,  as  the  numbers  of  persons  re- 
turning from  long  voyages  and  claiming 
the  arrears  due  to  them,  had  made  larger 
disbursements  necessary  than  were  called 
for  at  any  period  of  the  war.    This  bur- 
then could  not  continue ;  aod  he  thought 
be  was  not  too  sanguine,  when  he  looked- 
for  a  diminution  in  the  naval  estimates  for 
the  next  year,  to  the  amount  of  four  or 
five  millions,  including  the  transport  ser- 
vice.     The  reduction   upon   the  whole, 
even  if  the  War  should  continue,  might 
therefore,  in   another  year,  be  not  less 
than  four  or  five  and  twenty  millions.     He 
believed  that  in  every  stage  of  the  late 
war,  this  question  had  constantly  been 
asked,  *^  How  shall  we  go  On  next  year  }** 
The  general  answer  to  this  had  been,  that 
the  spirit  and   resources  of   the  cation 
would  still  furnish  the  means  for  prose- 
cuting the  contest,  if  it  should  be  neces- 
sary.     This  answer,  he  thought,  might 
suffice  on  the  present  occasion ;  but  it  was 
happily  in  his  power  to  give  one  more 
distinct  and  specific.      The  House  were 
not  to  suppose  the  Act  of  1813  would  not 
yet  fornish  fresh  resources  from  the  fund 
in  the  hands  of  the  Commissioners  for 
redeeming  .the  National  Debt     Though 
when  all  the  grants  of  the  present  session 
were  passed,  but  9  or  10  millions  would 
remain  in  their  hands ;   in  the  next  year 
there  would,  by  the  progress  of  redemp- 
tion, be  found  in  their  care  from  20  to  30 
millions  of  stock.      We   bad   raised   by 
loans  in  the  present  year,  'no  less  a  sum 
than  45,300,000/.    The  House  would  con- 
sider the  prospect  before  us  less  gloomy 
than  it  might  otherwise  appear  when  he 
atated  that  it  was  probable,  for  the  reasons 
which  he  had  assigned,  that  in  the  next 
year  the  loan  required  would  not  exceed 
20  millions,  and  from  20  to  30  millions  of 
atock  would  be  applicable  in  the  hands  of 
the  commissioners.      But  what  had   in- 
duced ministers  to  prefer  having  recoarse 
to  a  public  loan,  rather  than  to  a  more 
onerou8|  though   a  more  provident  and 
certain  mode  of  meeting  the  exigencies 
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of  the  case,  was  this^-tlley  bad  reaaon  to 
hope  the  contest  might  be  short.  In 
whatever  light  the  subject  was  Tiewed, 
whether  we  supposed  the  government  oC 
Buonapart6  was  only  established  over 
France  by  the  domineering  power  of  a 
mutinous  army,  or  whether  it  was  aasnmed 
that  he  was  invested  with  the  aoveretga 
authority  by  the  softrages  of  the  nation 
at  large  in  the  present  instance,  it  coaU 
not  a&ct  the  measures  which  it  had  be- 
come necessary  for  England  to  adopt. 
Placed  in  that  situation  which  we  oceQ« 
pied,  and  deeply  pledged  in  respect  both 
of  honour  and  of  interest  to  support  .at  any 
hazard  the  system  upon  which  the  peace 
of  Europe  had  been  restored,  we  coald 
not  but  join  with  the  Confederated  Pbwera 
to  give  France  encouragement  to  declare 
herself,  aod  to  enable  the  Royal  party  to 
struggle  for  the  liberty  of  their  coontry 
before  its  present  Chief  should  be  in  pos- 
session of  its  whole  resources.  How  far 
the  enterprise  might  succeed,  he  could  not 
say.  But  hearing  as  he  did,  in  many 
parts  of  France,  murmurs  half  suppressed, 
and  seeing  in  others  open  hostilities 
against  the  ruling  Power,  he  could  not 
but  cherish  a  belief  that  the  real  aup^ 
porters  of  Buonaparte  were  very  few 
indeed,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  Army, 
which  had  been  accustomed  to  live  under 
his  banners.  But  supposing,  for  the  naiserj 
of  mankind,  and  most  of  all  for  that  of 
France,  that,  carried  away  by  her  lost  for 
military  triumphs,  she  should  prefer  a 
warlike  chief  to  lead  her  armies  to  the 
conquesr  of  Europe,  and  that  for  such  a 
character,  she  had  deliberately  refected  % 
mild  and  moderate  government,  terrible 
as  it  might  be  to  combat  the  whole 
strength  of  France  embodied  under  such 
a  leader,  such  a  consideration  woold 
make  little  difllerence  with  respect  to  the 
measures  that  ought  to  be  pursued.  Greater 
means  ought,  in  fact,  to  be  pot  forth,  and 
more  intense  energy  exerted  to  crush 
a  Government,  in  its  nature  inimical  to 
all  other  governments.  He  waa  unwilling 
to  believe  that  France  had  acted  aocb  a 
part ;  that  she  had  rejected  the  away  of  m 
moderate  and  legal  Pripce,  for  one  who 
ruled  without  law,  and  who  even  novr 
trampled  on  the  constitution  he  so  recently 
pretended  to  establish.  Such  a  power 
must  be  combated*  It  must  find  its  end 
in  internal  diacord  or  by  external  Ibrco, 
or  it  would  never  rest  satisfied  till  its 
military  domination  extended  over  tbm 
whole  of  EttKope.    He  would  not  how€T«c 
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suffer  bimtelf  to  be  led  into  the  ditcosnoii 
of  topics*  howe? er  interesting  end  im* 
portantf  which  were  not  tmmedittely 
under  the  consideration  of  the  Conmitiee, 
and  was  not  aware  that  be  bad  omitted  to 
state  any  thing  necessarily  connected 
with  the  bosiness  of  this  evening;  but 
be  shoold  hold  himself  ready  to  o&r  any 
liiri|ier  explanation  which  nftigbt  be'^re* 
quired  by  the  Committee.  He  then 
inoTed  his  first  resolotion,  which  was, 
**  That,  towards  raising  the  Snpply  granted 
to  bis  Majesty,  the  sum  of  50  millions  be 
raised  by  Annuities,  whereof  the  charges 
of  27  millions  are  to  be  defrayed  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain,  and  9  millions  on 
the  part  of  Ireland." 

Mr.  TuTMjf  declared,  that  the  proposi- 
tion with  which  the  right  bon.  gentleman 
had  concluded  his  -speech  was  one  of  the 
most  alarming  that  he  bad  erer  beard. 
At  the  same  time,  he  mast  do  justice  to 
the  right  bon.  gentleman  for  the  clearness 
and  fairness  of  his  statementa  with,  respect 
to  the  existing  ways  and  means,  on  which, 
upon  the  whole«--altboogh  it  was  probable 
that  there  weold  be  some  deficiency  in  the 
property-tax-^e  agreed  with  him.  As 
to  the  supplies,  the  right  bon.  gentleman 
bad  Endeavoured  to  convince  the  com* 
mittee  that  tbey  ought  not  to  contemplate 
a  similar  account  next  year,  for  that  at 
least  21  millions  could  not  recur.  The 
committee  shoold,  however,  bear  in  mind, 
that  ihey  were  ignorant  of  the  nature  of 
that  arrear  of  21  millions.  To  him  there 
seemed  no  reason  to  doubt  that  similar 
arrears  would  again  accumulate.  In  the 
article  of  Army  Extraordinaries,  liberal 
as  the  annual  grants  bad  been,*  tbey  had 
never  covered  the  actual  expenditure; 
and  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  they 
would  do  so  in  future*  Tbe/stimate  of 
the  Commissariat  appeared  to  him  to  be 
under*rated  by  the  right  bon.  gentleman. 
Last  year  the  expenses  of  that  department 
were  three  millions,  and  the  year  before 
two  millions  and  a  half;  but  this  year  tbey 
were  estimated  by  the  right  bon.  gentle* 
man  at  onrv  1,100,000/.  In  future  years 
they  would  be  much  more.  The  Barrack 
estimate  this  year,  in  consequence  of  the 
sale  of  old  barracks,  was  only  99»000/. ; 
but  that  caose  of  diminotton  was  tempo- 
rary, and  next  year  that  item  of  expen- 
ditone  must  necessarily  be  -  increased.— * 
Before  he  said  any  thing  on  the  ''general 
subject  of  foreign  troops,  he  observed  that 
we  gave  to  Austria  400,000/.  and  to  Russia 
90(^00(M.  in  addition  to  the  former  earn 


of  500,0001.,  for  taking  care  oT  her  own 
ships.  The  amount  of  the  sum  appm* 
priated  to  foreign  Powers  was  three  mil* 
iions,of  which  1,600,000/.  bad  been  already 
voted  by  Parliament,  and  the  remaining 
1,400,0001.,  though  altogether  a  new  pro« 
position,  was  now  very  quietly  and  without 
remark  proposed  as  a  vote  to  the  com« 
mittee  by  the  right  bon.  gentleman.  In 
the  first  place,  no  information  had  been 
given  to  the  committee  of  the  nature  of 
the  sums  composing  this  vote.  He  bad 
apprehended  that  all  our  subsidies  bad 
been  made  good.  If  not,  why  bad  not 
that  been  stated  ?  It  seemed  as  if  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  was  not  in  the  secret  on 
the  subject,  but  merely  said  the  demands  ' 
came  upon  the  Treasury  in  the  shape  of 
InIIs,  for  which  it  was  neceseary  that  he 
shoold  pro? ide.  As  to  the  Army  Prize*' 
money,  it  might  be  very  proper  to  pay  at 
once  a  million  of  arrears  on  that  subject; 
which,  however,  nobody  looked  for.  But 
should  the  war  continue,  we  shoold,  in  all 
probability,  have  brave  men  distinguishing  ^ 
themselves,  for  which  bis  Majesty's  faith* 
ftti  Commons  would  of  course  be  called 
upon  to  provide.  Of  what  value,  there* 
fore,  was  the  right  hon.  gentleman's  sup* 
position,  that  such  arrears  would  not 
recur?  l^  fact,  they  would  go  on  at  a^ 
rate  more  rapid  than  ever.  The  total 
amount  of  the  supplies  of  the  yAr 
was '  89,728,926/. ;  from  which,  if  the 
21  millions  of  arrears  were  deducted^ 
how  much  still  remained  !  But  the^right 
hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  think  that  we 
were  a  very  happy  people,  if  we  had  only 
60  millions  to  provide.  Let  the  committee 
look  at  the  progress  of  our  expenditure^ 
creeping  up  as  it  had  been  6>r  the  last  six 
or  seven  years.  In  1808,  it  bad  been  4S 
millions ;  in  1809,  50  millions ;  in  -  ISIO, 
46  millions;  in  1811,  52  millions;  in 
1812,  55  millions;  in  1813,  57  millions; 
in  IS  14,  63  millions;  and  now,  in  1815, 
72  millions.  Willing  as  he  was  to  admit 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  fulfilled  the 
duties  of  his  high  ofiice  with  exemplary 
attention,  he  must  contend,  that  he  was 
mi^aken  when  he  conceived  It  pouible  to 
carry  on  the  war  without  an  increasing 
instead  of  a  diminishing  expenditure.  It 
was  quite  astonishing,  therefore,  to  bear 
the-  right  bon.  gentleman  attempting  to 
form  an  estimate  of  the  loan  for  next  year. 
It  was  in  the  nature  of  such  an  expen« 
ditore  to  be  rapidly  increasing.  Circum- 
stances '  were  perpetually  startinff  up  to 
produce,  thia  efiect.    This  was  a  frightful 
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prospect  for  ibe  coantry.  If  the  ayttem 
oo  which  Mr.  Pitt  proceeded  with  regard 
to  the  national  finances— a  tyttem  which 
did  him  infinite  credir— was  entirely  de- 
langedf  the  caaset  of  that  derangement 
required  inveitigaiion.  That  system  was 
to  raise  so  msich  of  the  sopplies  within  the 
year,  as  should  materially  reduce  the 
•mount  of  the  loan,  and  by  the  operation 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  afford  to  the  public 
means  of  obtaining  the  loan  on  terms 
better  than  they  could  otherwise  have 
enjoyed^  Let  the  committee  compare  the 
asBOont  of  the  Loan  and  the  amount  of 
the  Taxation  during  the  last  eight  years. 
In  1806  the  Loan  was  ift  millions,  the 
Taxes  were  24  millions,  being  an  excess 
in  the  latter  of  6  millions;  in  1807  the 
Loan  was  12  millions,  the  Taxes  were  27 
millions,  being  an  excess  in  the  latter  of 
15  millions;  in  1811  (for  he  would  not 
trouble  the  committee  with  the  interme* 
diate  years)  the  Taxes  exceeded  the  Loan 
seven  millions  and  a  half.  There  the  old 
system  ended.  In  i  8 1 2  the  Lpan  amounted 
to  27  millions,  and  the  Taxes  only  to  fi4>. 
In  1813  the  Loan  exceeded  the  Taxes  by 
17  millions;  and  in  the  present  year  by 
17  millions  and  a  half.  This  was  a  gloomy 
contemplation,  and  it  beliored  the  com* 
mittee  to  pause  and  deliberate  on  so 
dreadful  an  alteration  in  public  affiiirs. 
listead  of  keeping  down  the  Loan  by 
Taxation,  we  maintained  the  Taxation, 
and  yet  were  compelled  to  have  recourse 
to  Loans  of  the  most  enormous  magnitude. 
In  adverting  to  the  subject  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  he  would,  in  the  first  place,  call  the 
Attention  of  the  committee  to  the  gradual 
growth  of  that  Fund.  In  1 806  the  Sinking 
^und  bore  the  proportion  of  a  68th  of  the 
National  Debt ;  in  i  807  of  a  64th ;  in 
1808  of  a  57th;  in  1809  of  a  54th;  in 
1810  of  a  51st;  in  181 1  of  a  48ih  ;  in 
1812  of  a  46th;  inl813of  a  44tb.  Now, 
however,  the  system  of  Mr.  Pitt  was 
destroyed ;.  and  if  it  had  been  satisfectory 
to  the  country,  the  violation  of  i^  could  not 
but  be  regarded  with  extreme  uneasiness. 
The  whole  of  Mr.  Pitt's  system  with 
respect  to  the  Sinking  Fond  had  been  set 
aside,  possibly  without  fault,  by  his  friends 
and  admirers.  In  1 806  the  Loan  exceeded 
the  amount  of  the  Sinking  Fond  seven 
millions  and  a  half;  in  1IK)7,  three  mil* 
Kons;  in  1808,  2,700,000/.;  in  1810, 
5,800,000/.;  in  1811,  eight  millions;  in 
1812,  15  millions;  in  1813,  24  millions; 
in  1814«  nearly  20  millions  ;  in  1815,  33 
nsillions.    The  noble  lord  seomed-tv  think 
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tightly  of  this  sutemeat:   to  him  (Mr. 
Tierney)  it  appeared  to  be  very  serious,  at 
a  moment  when  we  were  about  to  engage 
in  a  war  the  end  of  which  no  man  could 
foresee.     He  had   proved  to  the  House 
that  the  two  viul  principles  of  Mr.  Pitt's 
financial  system  had  been  overturned ;  he 
implored  them  to  turn  their  attention  to 
the  sofajiect,  and  not  allow  themselves  to 
be  deceived  by  the  plausible  'Speech  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman*    With  respect 
to  the  new  Loan,  he  most  readily  con* 
corred  ia  the  opinion  of  the  right  hoo. 
gentleman,  that  it  was  a  fair  bargain  on 
all  sides.    Knowing  as  he  did  the  soimd* 
ness  and  strength  of  the  contractors,  he  had 
no  doubt  that  they  entered  into  the  con- 
tract on  good  grounds;    and  he  heartily 
congratulated  the  country  on  the  liberal 
spirit  in  which  it  had  been  concluded. 
But  althovgh,  under  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  the  umw  of  the  Loan  were,  in 
his  opinion,  good,  it  waa  impossible   to 
agree  with  the  right  ben.  gentleman,  tbat 
there  was  no  depreciation  of  public' credit. 
He  intreated  the  House  to  observe  the 
eflfect  wbich  the  measures  of  the  right, 
hon.  gentleman  would  have  on  the  Sink- 
ing Fund.     In  the  present  year  they  were 
uking  actually  from  the   Sinking  Fond 
WiOfMOL    He  wished  the  House  not  to 
shut  their  eyes  to  the  fact,  that  they  wore 
going  backwards  instead  of  forwards  in 
all  their  prospects  respecting  the  National 
Debt— -while    new    incumbrances    were 
added,  the  Sinking  Fund  was,  from  day 
to   day,    becoming    less.     If  they  took 
900,000/.  firom  11,400,000/.  the  previous 
amonnt  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  it  would  be 
reduced    to    10,500^000/.     If   instead  of 
having  ten  and  a  half  millions,  we  had 
between  sixteen  and  seventeen  millions  to 
go  into  th^  market  with,  what  a  difference 
would  that  make  in  fa^vour  of  the  credit  of 
the  country !    So  that  what  the  country 
gained  on  the  one  hand  by  the  measure 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  they  lost  on 
the  other.     However  unpleasant  it  mig^ht 
be  to  bring  forward  new  taxes,  yet  there 
was  no  other  possible  way  of  meeting  ibe 
evil.    The  subject  was  deserving  of  the 
most  seriotis  attention  of  the  House ;  and 
it  was  the  more  important  at  a  time  when 
we   were    starting  on  a   new  war.     He 
hoped  they  would  not  shut  their  eyes  to 
the  consequences,  if  we  continued  to  go 
on  in  this  career  of  expenditure ;  and  we 
most  bear  in  mind,  that  if  the  war  waa 
persevered  in,  we  could  not  look  for  sioy 
of  eacpendittire.    He  mcaii&  no 
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disrespect  to  the  right  bon.  gentKeroan,  or 
his  calculations,  when  he  said  he  pot  no 
faith  whaterer  in  them— he  woold  not,  if 
Mr.  Pitty  or  any  other  financier  were  to 
rise  from  the  dead  ai^d  give  these  state- 
ments, place  the  least  reliance  in  them. 
We  were  starting  on  a  new  career  oft'  ex* 
penditore — we  did  not  know  what  would 
he  the  amount  of  our  expenditure  when 
war  was  once  determined  on,  and  to  be 
poshed  at  every  expense.  Let  us  only 
see  how  things  stood  now,  compared  with 
what  they  did  three  months  ago :  Boonm- 

Sari6  then  had  made  his  appearance  in 
ranee,  and  a  mad  Declaration  was  signed 
by  the  representatives  of  the  different  So- 
vereigns at  Vienna;  and  by  one  man, 
who,  he  believed,  would  be  the  last  person 
in  the  world  to  give  his  cool  approbation 
to  the  doctrines  which-  that  I)eclaration 
contained.  But  hi*  associates  naturally 
felt  a, good  deal  mortified  at  the  event 
which  had  taken  place— it  had  knocked 
all  their  labours  on  the  head.  That  De* 
deration  was,  however,  confirmed  by  the 
Treaty  of  the  25th  of  March,  in  which 
the  Allied  Powers  agreed  never  to  lay 
down  Iheir  arm's  till  Baonaparl^  was  driven 
from  the  throne  of  France.  Would  not 
one  have  supposed,  that,  after  such  decla- 
ration, something  woold  have  been  done 
to  control  the  man  whom  they  had  thi^ 
proscribed  ?  But  they  had  not  done  any 
thing.  The  noble  lord  had  told  them,  the 
night  before  last,  that  the  Treaty  wbich 
gave  validity  to  the  contracts  with  Russia, 
which  be  then  produced,  were  only  signed 
On  the  iOth  of  May;  and  he  had  also  told 
them,  how  very  '  improvident  it  would 
have  been  to  sign  that  Treaty  till  the  19th 
of  May,  when  they  understood  what  the 
Allies  were  about.  Why,  thep,  it  seemed, 
that  up  to  that  period  we  did  not  under- 
stand in  what  manner  we  were  to  act. 
But  what  had  been  actually  done  from  the 
19ih  of  May  up  to  this  day  ?  Nothing 
had,  in  fact,  been  done — nothing  but 
making  preparations,  and  marching  troops 
from  a  great  distance.  All  this  was  cer- 
tainly in  favour  of  Buonaparte,  as  it  al- 
lowed him  time  to  make  preparations 
against  the  attack  with  which  he  was  me- 
naced. It  had  been  said,  that  he  had'  not 
derived  the  least  advantage  from  this 
delay.  Was  it  nothing  to  have  consoli- 
dated the  government  of  France  ?  Was  it 
nothing  to  have  obtained  the  assembly  of 
the  Champ  de  Mai,  and  the  sanction  of 
the  nation  to  the  Additional  Act?  Was 
France  in  the  sadie  aituation  now,  thatihe 
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was  in  when  a  King  had  jnit  been  pushed 
from  the  throne,  and  there  was  no  Legis« 
lative  Assembly  or  any  other  body  through 
which  the  voice  of  the  nation  might  bo 
pronounced  ?  Having^  now  been  recog- 
nised by  the  nation  as  Emperor,  his  cause 
became  united  with  that  of  the  nation. 
The  right  bon.  gentleman  had  told  them 
that  in  some  parts  of  France  there  were 
suppressed  murmurs  against  his  authority. 
However  much  he  might  admire  the  bud- 
get of  'the  right  hon.  gemleman^  he  had 
no  doubt  that  even  it  would  be  received 
with  suppressed  murmurs  in  many  part* 
of  England— [A  laugh].  The  fact  was^ 
that  a  rapid  progress  bad  been  made  in 
consolidating  the  government  in  France. 
He  was  convinced  that  an  honest  and  sin- 
cere wish  was  entertained  by  a  majority 
of  the  people  of  France  to  have  a  good 
constitution.  He  saw  nothing  in  the  pro« 
ceedings  of  the  Chamber  of  Representa- 
tives to  induce  him  to  draw  the  inferences 
which  some  people  had  drawn  from  them. 
It  had  been  said,  that  their  proceedingt 
were  irregular — that  propositions  were 
received  with  murmurs;  but  if  any  fo- 
teigner  were  to  judge  merely  from  the  ap- 
pearance which  this  House  ofien  exhibited, 
he  would  say  that  they  were  all  going  ta 
loggerheads,  and  that  the  constitution 
could  not  last  a  month.  But  what  were  the 
propositions  which  were  received  with 
murmurs?  They  were  always  proposi* 
tions  in  favour  of  Buonapart^ ;  these  were 
the  propositiods  which  were  always  put 
down.  It  had  been  said,  that  we  went  to 
war  to  get  rid  of  Buonapart6,  to  prevent 
another  military  despotism  from  being  es- 
tablished. Now,  it  was  his  opinion,  that 
there  woold  be  no  military  despotism  in 
France,  unless  we  contributed  to  enable 
Boonapart6  to  establish  it.  Vast  prepara- 
tions of  defence  had  been  made  in  France. 
There  might  be  a  difference  in  the  ac- 
counts, more  or  less;  but  no  man  could 
doubt  that  at  present  there  were  500,000 
men  in  France,  pVoperly  equipped.  The 
noble  lord  had  indeed  told  them,  that  the 
Allies  were  to  bring  one  million  and 
eleven  thousand  men  into  the  field  against 
France.  But  even  were  there  to  be  one 
million  and  eleven  thousand  men  led 
against  France,  if  that  country  was  united, 
he  did  not  believe  that  they  could  make 
any  impression  on  it.  He  was  supposing 
France  to  be  united.  It  would  be  ridiculous 
to  suppose,  that  in  a  country  which  had 
just  experienced  a  revolution,  all  parties 
saw  things  ip  the  same  point  of  yiew; 
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but  from  every  thing  which  had  taken 
place  in  that  country,  from  all  the  dif- 
ierent  accounts  which  had  been  received, 
he  thought  he  had  a  right  to  lay  it  down 
that  France  wished  for  a  free  constitution, 
with  the  exclusion  of  the  Bourbons  from 
the  throne  ;  and  though  they  might  not 
all  be  srttachfd  to  Buonapart^,  yet  they 
considered  it  necessary  to  have- a  military 
character  at  their  head,  capable  of  wield- 
ing the  resources  of  the  nation  in  an  able 
manner,  in  the  present  "critical  emer- 
gency. He  warned  them  to  stop  before 
the  blow  was  struck.  They  ought  to 
reflect  on  what  might  be  the  consequences 
if  Buonaparte  should  be  auccessfol,  and 
aee  if  peace  could  not  yet  be  made.  If. 
France  were  to  be  attacked  without  hav- 
ing committed  any  acts  of  aggression 
against  this  country  or  the  rest  of  £urope, 
those  who  so  attacked  her  would  be  guijty 
of  as  deliberate  a  crime  as  ever  was  com- 
mitted. But  he  believed  we  might  have 
reasonable  security  against  danger  from 
France,  if  we  went  the  right  way  about  it 
»-we  might  yet  make  a  peace,  if  we  went 
about  it  properly.  But  this  was  not  the 
object  of  bis  Majesty's  ministers;  their 
object  was  to  put  down  Buonapart6»  for  the 
sake  of  the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons  to 
the  throne.  They  must  know  how  inimi- 
cal this  was  to  the  wishes  of  the  people  of 
France.  They  might  yet  have  reasonable 
•ecority,  if  they  would  be  satisfied  with 
it ;  but  he  was  Jiot  convinced  that  they 
would  alwisys  have  it  in  their  power  to 
get  it.  After  theyhati  spent  these  36 
millions,  he  was  not  satisfied  that  they 
^would  be  able  to  have  it.  It  was  probable 
that  the  war  on  which  we  were  entering 
would  be  a  protracted  war,  as  it  was 
'  engendered  in  a  degree  of  animosity, 
which  had  not  been  witnessed  since  1793. 
Did  the  right  hon.  gentleman  think  that 
there  was  any  probability  that  this  war 
would  be  a  short  one  ?  It  might  all  be 
very  well  if  there  was  to  be  but  one  great 
effort,  and  that  a  short  one ;  but  he  saw 
no  probability  of  any  thing  of  the  kind  ; 
the  war  could  be  determined  by  nothing 
but  the  overthrow  of  the  people  of 
France.  The  great  object  for  which  the 
country  was  to  submit  to  all  these  priva- 
tions, was  the  overthrow  of  the  present 
Government  of  France,  in  order  to  bring 
the  people  of  France  to  their  senses. 
Now,  he  believed,  that  this  was  a  thing 
which  it  was  impossible  4br  all  the  people 
in  the  world  to  do.  They  would  find  the 
people  of  Tfrance  more  disposed  to  9fab^ 
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mit  to  privatione  in  defence  of  tbeir 
country,  than  those  would  be  disposed  to 
submit  to  who  attacked  it.  The  great 
Vote  of  Credit  of  six  millions,  meant  no- 
thing more  than  that  it  secured  minin- 
ters  .  against  i  a  meeting  of  Parliament 
for  some  time.  The  circumstances  under 
which  they  were  to  meet  again,  might  well 
alarm  the  right  hon.  gentleman  and  his 
colleagoea.  If  the  war  should  not  be -ter- 
minated soon,  .there  would  be  a  general 
gloom  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the 
other.  He  had  made  diligent  inquiriea 
into  the  situation  of  the  country,  and  be 
knew  that  a  very  general  distress  was  at 
present  felt  by  the  middle  ranks,  which 
wae  working  op  to  the  higher  ranks  of 
course.  If  the  country  remained  at  peace, 
he  saw  no  reason  why  we  should  despair 
of  our  situation ;  but  a  fresh  war  might  be 
attended  wkh  the  moat  roinoua  conae* 
quences  to  the  country .«—Aj;ain  he  wonld 
implore  them  to  pause  before  suiking  a 
blow— they  would  have  no  other  moment 
to  deliberate.  This  was  the 'first  time 
that  the  country  had  had  a  budget  to  the 
amount  of  nearly  90  millions.  The  way 
in  which  the  interest  of  the  Loan  waa  pro-> 
vided  for,  bad  sapped  and  undermined  the 
vitals  of  the  country,  by^he  deterioratson 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  the  consequent 
disterioration  of  all  funded  property.  It 
would  be  impossible  to  borrow  money  in 
any  part  of  the  country,  when  people 
were  tempted  by  the  high  rate  of  interest 
which  would  be  obtained  -irom  holding  • 
Government  securities.  The  plan  of  Mr. 
Pitt  waa  now  abandoned.  If  ministers 
should  not  succeed  in  their  urcyect^  France 
would  be  justified  in  waging  eternal  war 
with  this  cowiuy.  The  insolent  manner 
in  which  we  conducted  ourselves  in  every 
question,  made  ni  very  generally  batcid 
throughout  Europe,  and  was  greatly  injn- 
rious  to  the  interests  of  the  country. 
—[Hear,  hear !  from  the  Ministerial 
benches.]  It  would  be  said  by  the  noble 
lord  opposite,  perhaps,  that  this  was  n 
proof  they  feared  us.  He  would  repent 
the  word  insolence,  which  was  cheered 
by  the  noble  lord.  What  could  be.  a 
greater  insunce  of  it,  than  those  medals 
which  had  lately  been  struck  ?  Forty  or 
fifty  meHals  in  gold  had  lately  beea 
struck,  and  presented  to  all  the  fi>reigii 
Powers  with  whom  we  were  on  good 
terms.  On  one  side  there  was  a  very  fine 
likeness  of  the  Prince  Regent,  which  did 
great  credit  to  the  artist — greater  credit 
than  to  the  person  who  ordered  it-^witlx 
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the  Latin  inacry^tioa*  •*  Seipsom  conttan* 
tJ8B  exemplum  EunopSB  prsebait''  On  the 
other  tide  was  a  figure  of  Britannia  sop- 
portiog  Europe.  One  of  the  Potentates 
to  whom  a  medal  was  sent,  if  1^  waa  not 
misinformed,  had  said,  that  this  jwas  one 
of  toe  most  singular  examples  of  mo« 
desty  he  e? er  knew.— He  conceived  that 
it  must  be  attended  with  intolerable  mi- 
sery to  Europe  to  place  France  in  a  state 
of  war.  Did  ministers  suppose  that  they 
could  draw  a  line  round  France,  and  con- 
fine the  consequences  o(^the  war  to  that 
country  ?  It  was  impassible  that  France 
could  sujQTer  without  giving  rise  to  great 
agitation  in  all  the  neighbouring  conn« 
tries*  'thiB  was  bis  sincere  opinion. 
Gentlemen  might  make  a  clamour,  but 
they  could  not  oppose  any  satisfactory 
arguments  to  what  he.  had  advanced. 
What  he  said,  went  home  to  the  feelings 
of  men;  at  least  it  would  six  months  hence. 
He  would  defy  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex* 
chequer  to  meet  tlie  expenditure  of  the 
war  Tor  two  years  on  the  present  scale- 
Air.  Arbu&noi  would  only  say,  that  in 
^"f^xy  part  of  the  world,  except  France, 
the  name  of  the  Prince  Regent,  and  the 
unblemished  honour  of  this  country,  were 
most  highly  respected  and  extolled. 

The  ChanceUoT  of  the  Exchequer  entered, 
into  an  elaborate  reply  to  the  comments 
of  Mr.  Tierney.  He  began  by  expressing 
his  satisfaction  at  the  approbation  given 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  in  general, 
to  the  statements  he  had  made,  and  the 
measures  he  had  proposed.  The  candour 
shown  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  made 
him  the  more  desirous  of  entering  into 
such  explanations  as  his  (Mr.  l^^s.)  ob- 
servations appeared  to  require;  and  he 
trusted  that  he  should  be  able  to  give 
such  an  answer  to  so  many  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman's  observations  as  were  of 
a  financial  nature,  as  he  would  admit  to 
be  satisfactory,  though  he  could  not  natter 
himself  >hey  should  so  readily  agree  upon 
the. political  topics  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman. had  introduced.  -      .  . 

There  were  two  principal  points  re- 
lating to* finance,  to  which  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  directed  bis  observations, 
Tiz.  the  amount  of  our  foreign  expendi- 
ture, and  the  alteration  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  management  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  and  which  the  right  hon.  gentlen^an 
represented  as  a  dereliction  of  those  prin- 
ciples^ of  finance  upon  which  Mr.  Pitt 
had  acted.  With  respect  to  our  foreign 
expenditure,  the  right  hoo»  gentleman  had 
(VOL.  XXXI.) 


asked  what  secority  we  had^  that  the  ex- 
traordinaries  of  this  year  would  not  as 
much  exceed  the  provisions  made  for 
them  as  those  of  the-  last  year  had  done* 
On  soch  a  subject  it  was  obvious  that  no 
positive  secority  could  be  obtained. .  But 
there.was  every  reason  which  the  nature 
of  the  case  allowed  of,  to  hope  that  soch 
an  excess  wofild  iio^  take  place.  In  the 
first  place,  the  provision  made  ia  the  pre- 
sent year  for  extraordinary  expvttes  waa 
greater  than  it  had  been  in  the  former  ; 
and  as  almost  one  half  of  the  year  was 
already  elapsed,  wc  were  able  to  reason 
with  a  considerable  degree  of  certainty 
as  to  a  large  proportion  of  the  expense. 
In  the  next  plaqe,  it  should  be  obssrveda 
that  the  contest  now  unhappily  renewed, 
differed  materially  in  its  nature  from  the 
war  which  had  so  long  been  carried  on  ia 
the  Peninsula,  and  did  not  seem  likely  to 
lead  to  an  expense  either  so  great  or  so 
uncertain.  In  so  unproductive  a  country 
as  Spain,  the  supplies  of  the  army  were 
necessarily  brought  from  great  distances, 
at  an  expense  di  carriage  many  times  ex- 
ceeding the  cost  of  the  articles  themselves. 
The  difficulties  increased  with  every  move- 
ment the  army  made  in  advance,  and 
iiendered  it  necessary  to  scatter  the  com- 
missariat establishment  over  the  country 
in  such  a  manner  that  upwards  of  800  offi- 
cers were  employed  at  once.  From  this 
resulted  soch  a  moltipltcation  and  intricacy 
of  accounts  as  was  incompatible  with  any 
system  of  economy.  The  cirCtomitances 
under  which  the .  present  war  was  to  be 
carried  on  were  in  many  respects  the  very 
reverse  of  these.  It  was  conducted  in  one 
of  the  most  fertile  and  productive  countries 
in  Europe,  where  every  kind  of  necessary 
was  to  be  obtained  in  abundance,  where 
every  commercial  arrangement  was  per- 
fectly understood,  and  where  the  facility 
of  water-carriage,  so  essential  to  the  abun« 
dant  supply  of  a  large  army,  was  afforded 
to  the  greatest  extent.  In  addition  to 
these  advantages  every  effort  had  beea 
made  by  the  Government  to  improve  to 
the  utmost  the  system  of  account  and  the 
control  of  expenditure*  An  additional' 
Comptroller  .of  Army  Accounts  had' been 
appointed  with  an  immediate  view  to  this 
object,  and  under  his  examination  monthly- 
estimates  of  the  expense  of  every  depart* 
ment  of  the  service  were  directed  to  be 
prepared  and  transmitted  to  the  Treasury. 
A  special  Accountant-general  had>  alto 
been  appointed  to  prepare  and  render 
the  accounts  of  the  commissariat  to  the 
(SG) 
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OMptMllt  oil^  tka  iif>ot,  Md  WAI  dirft«lM 
ibr  tHii  jp(»r{H)s«  t6  tsll  dpob  <Mcb  indhrti 
dttk^l  ftccoimlftfii  fdr  %  weekly  Mt^ment  of 
lilft  recei|)U  Akid  iiBiKis«  and  a  weekly 
itbediildN>f  h\i  balMbes  either  of  cetb  or 
^Sbt&B.  Under  sacb  a  fyatem  he  (the 
Cbatieeltor  of  the  Exchequer)  would  oot 
itfadttrtAH  10  My  that  an  ezceM  of  expen- 
diture waslmpoMtble;  but  hesawxreat 
reaeort  to  hope  it  i^uld  not  take  places 
tod  that  «t  Any  rate  it  toold  hot  bappi»ta, 
i8  it  Had  oh  Other  oceaiions,  unfore«eclt 
dUd  ullMt>e€tedt 

With  rbgard  to  the  Bat  rack  eatimate,  he 
thought  the  narrow  limiti  within  which  it 
wai  HMted  Ibto  )r«an  mher  a  tnbject  of 
cbngratuktiim  than  of  suspicion.  After 
wM€  other  obneirtatioilfc  on  this  bead  and 
othbr  brancbiftk  of  public  ezpenditute.  be 

JUDceeded  to  observe,  that  it  appeared  to 
9ak  iktih^eeMaty  to  enter  into  any  defence 
of  the  difSBrent  beads  of  foreign  sObsidy, 
oh  i^hkh  the  right  bon.  gentlenan  bad 
descanted^  as  they  all  arose  out  of  enga|;e* 
Hkentt  recognizeo  and  approved  by  Parlia- 
lO^nt* 

Having  toothed  dpon  the  several  mai- 
tets  Of  detail  on  which  the  right  hon.  sen* 
tleman  bad  obserted,  be  tnroceeded  to 
subjects  of  a  more  general  nature^  in* 
volving  principles  of  the  highest  import- 
ance. He  shouM  be  sorry  indeed  to  think 
that  be  had  deviated  from  those  principles 
Of  finance  by  which  his  predecessors,  and 
dspadally  tb^  great  founder  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  bad  acquired  high  and  deserved  re- 

tutatfon,  though  not  much  of  the  right 
on.  gentl^iDairs  approbation  and  support. 
But  be  denied  that  he  could  be  justly 
eharged  iHth  any  such  deviation,  tie 
denied  that  any  of  his  predecessors,  and 
eilMtiaUy  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  ever  attempted 
to  cover  the  charge  of  a  great  and  extra- 
^dinary  exertion,  not  apparently  likely 
to  be  of  Ions  continuance,  by  supplies 
raised  within  the  year.  The  prindj^le  on 
#hleh  Mr.  Pitt,  no  less  tban  oth^r  minis* 
Urt,  had  acted,  wto  that  of  endeavouring 
fd  provide  for  permanent  expenditure  by 
fiermanent  income,  and  to  have  recourse 
to  aieans  of  credit  for  raisinff  extraordi- 
Mry  sop|>11e».  Tliere  Were  tnree  periods 
in  which  great  atteoipts  had  b^n  foade  to 
^vtde  fot  a  large  proportion  of  the  pub- 
ric  expenses  within  the  yeatr,  and  they  hsd 
been  eminently  Osefol  and  soccessfill. 
The  first  wan  by  Mr.  Prtt  in  1797  and 
1798 ;  the  sccoOd,  and  mucb  the  most  cfon- 
Mderable,  by  lord  Sidmouth  in  1809 ;  and 
the  tMrd  by  lord  Crrenvilie/ and  lord  Hem*y 
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eftlreme  deplfeikloll  0f  public  cr^ll,  ilOfAA 
sioned  partly  by  a  variety  of  (lolUWhl  Mt. 
lamitiesi  but  principally  by  a  avcecBAiOii 
of  loans  larger  than  the  ihOOey  flMrket 
was  then  prepared  for,  or  ablO  to  boar. 
The  second  and  third  welne  distioMly  ex* 
plained  by  the  ministefs  who  proposed 
them,  as  intended,  with  the  aftsistaneo  of  a 
small  annual  loan,  to  Meet  the  pernlanont 
and  ordinary  war  expenses.  So  earefilly, 
indeed,  was  any  misapprehension  on  this 
point  guarded  acainst,  that  in  the  printed 
exi^lahatioO  of  lord  Qrenville^s  plan  in 
1807)  it  Wiis  atated,  that  any  expenses 
arising  ft'om  expeditions  abroqid,  or  fivm 
ibreitn  subsidies,  were  to  be  provided  Ib^ 
by  otber  means^'-that  is,  undoubtedly,  by 
borrowing.    So  completely  successful  had 
been  the  efibrta  niade  by  the  country  foi 
meeting  the  orditoary  expenses  of  the  war« 
that  in  1 808,  when  the  resources  proposed 
by  lofd  H.  Bsttyeame  into  full  operation, 
there  was  a  small  diminution  of  the  capital 
of  the  funded  debt,  instead  of  any  increase. 
n  was  true,  that  from  the  ssme  year  com- 
menced that  alrdooo*  struggle  on  the  con**-^ 
tinent  of  Europe  which  had  entailed  ^poti 
us  so  large  an  addttioo  of  poMtt  deb^ 
but  whtth,  with  so  Inuich  expenli^  and  diffi« 
calty,  but  also  #Hh  so  much  glbry,  bad  at 
length  bft>ugbt  the  war  to  a  sactesMil 
termloation.  For  these  immehse  expenaetr 
it  had  boon  the  duty  of  Mr.  Pisrcoval  and 
himailf  to  ptbvide ;  but  he  denied  that  It 
could  bb  expected  of  them,  or  would  huT^ 
been  ptraeticable,  to   raise   sncb   samt 
within  the  year.    They  were  only  bound 
to  propose  such  measures  as  were  consis* 
tent  with  sound  principles  of  finanoo,  and 
adapted  to  the  occasion ;  and  it  had  been 
his  happiness  to  provide  fbr  the  Most  arto» 
oos  and  pressing  period  of  this  great  con- 
test,   without    imposing    any    addition^ 
burthens  on  the  country.     But  be  was 
ready  to  admit  that  the  system  on  wbicb 
be  was  then,  and  now  acting,  was  one 
suited  to  a  temporary  emergency  ;-^aiid  it 
was  only  under  the  conviction  that  tim 
struggle  was  likely  to  be  short,  and  that 
the  ordinary  resources  of  the  country  werb 
sufficiently  great  .to  bear  the  ttio^e  perma* 
nent  expenses,  that  fie  could  fMrbear  from 
recommending  to  the  House'  sobe  aMft* 
tional  and  extrSordrnary  mes^ores  of  ttt^ 
a(ton  et^  in  the  pt^eiient  se!isio'n. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  AHi 
referred  to  the  messuVes  of  Mr.  Pill  ift 
different  per?Ods,  and  particiilarly  in  1909, 
to  show  tbat  te  did  ttot  in  great  and  wa« 
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the  wMt  nflkB  fjut qms  bjp  |«x9tioii»  but 
kf  «A  iociMym  «•  u/B  VBPo#i  of  iba  loMia; 
and  in  jiMtifj^  bU  ow»  fMreient  pfocf*«diiig 
by  Iba  ituiboriAy  of  tbai  greai  mao'i  pr«* 
tiMieiiU  {!•  likf wiie  eDUra4  into  »  variety 
•f  edoalaiioM  showing  ih«  Mtci  of  Ibe 
•j^atem  iatroducfd  in  181  S«  reapt* cttng  ibe 
Sittkiiig  Fand,  and  proving  ibi^t  tbe  pro- 
gfOM  of  ibe  rodempiion  of  iho  aauoool 
debl  would  be  perfectly  saiiafactory*  noi- 
withaianding  ibo  relief  afforded  to  ibe 
pablic  b«nbeo«. 

Ho  nesU  adverted  to  the  right  boo« 
goailoDiaA'a  obsor? ationa  on  the  duub^ful 
Ottcoeis  of  tbo  wan  He  did  ool  mean  to 
tieny  that  tbo  forces  of  France  were 
iarmidablef  and  coodocted  by  a  leader  of 
great  military  ulenl,  or  that  the  eveuu  of 
war  were  always  onceriain ;  bat  as  greater 
•xertions  wore  making  oo  tbe  part  of  tbe 
Allies  than  on  nny  oiber  occasion  recorded 
in  bistory,  it  was  onLy  reasonable  to  hope 
for  corresponding  soocoas.  Tbe  roads  of 
Europe  from  ihe  Oder  and  the  VisMila  to 
tbo  Rhine  were  literally  covered  with  tbe 
tfttccasaive  columns  of  their  forces;  and 
iboogh  iho  right  bon.  geoUeroan  ihooght 
it  not  possible  for  them  to  make  any  im- 
preasion  on  France,  be  was  disposed  to 
angnr  more  favoorably  of  tbe  event,  and 
to  congratolato  tbe  House  on  tbe  probable 
roanlt  of  aocb  an  nnexampled  onion  of 
exertions.  It  was  evident,  even  by  tbe 
right  boo*  gentleman's  statement^  that 
France  woold  have  to  oncoonter  foarfal 
odds.  But  were  tbo  prospect  less  fovonr^ble, 
be  should  not  bo  loss  of  opinion  that  tbe 
oflbrt  ought  to  be  made  with  tbe  utmoat 
rosooroes  of  the  country— for  on  this  oflbrt 
hung  tbe  subjection  or  independence  of 
mankind.  It  appeared  to  him  a  weak  aiid 
cbiidieb  delusion  to  think  that  tbe  French 
bad  expelled  their  King  for  tbo  porpoao  of 
obtainiog  peace  and  a  freo  constitution. 
They  already  enjoyed  peace  and  a  frte 
constitution  under  that  mild  and  benevo- 
lent monarch;  and  tbe  very  last  thing 
that  the  people  of  France  could  have 
4imogbt  of,  ii  they  bad  reaMy  wished  to 
Jmvo  a  free  constitution,  was  to  put  fioo- 
aapatto  at  their  beadl  His  oowloct  bad 
always  been  tbe  very  reverse  of  that  of 
the  amiable  monarch  whose  government 
tbey  had  ovei^rown.  tha  King  bad  im- 
posed no  arbitrary  lasw  upon  them ;  be 
bad  made  no  inlhngoment  4W  their  per- 
•BOMl  liberty,  nor  torn  aaray  thoirohildreii 
.  Jl|^  odious  conacfiptiona. 

*tUp  ngbabam  gnrtkmaa  na  biauulf 


m  Hiitibia  pf  ibf  aip||i(ipiis  and4omipef  f  i- 

iog  apirii^  of  tbo  preiaiit  Frepph  Gaypf^r 
m^nti  thft  be  talked  of  re^j^ing  sec^iriiif:! 
(or  Ibo  profpfvatiop  of  p^ace,  Wl)at 
securities  be  could  ask«  or  tbo  Frepc^ 
Government  would  b^  difppie^  to  give,  hf 
bad  not  explained,  nor  could  he  (tbe  Chan- 
cellur  of  the  Exchequer)  cenireive  any  that 
woulfi  afibrd  any  solid  groqod  of  cgnftr 
d^^nce ;  but  it  would  at  any  ratp  be  tiiDO 
enough  for  the  Houne  to  consider  tbeiPi 
when  the  right  h\^ji.  geotleiOfio  sbppid  ba 
autliorixttd  by  tht  Fiuich  Guvemoicot  tp 
commooicaie  tbrip. 

The  Resoluiiims  proposed  by  iba  Ch4P* 
celior  of  tb«:  £xcb<;qaer  werp  then  put,aQ4 
agreed  to^ 
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^        Thuradi^,  June  15. 

New  PosT-OrvicE  Biu.1  On  the 
order  of  tbe  day  for  tbe  third  reading 
of  the  New  Post-office  Bill, 

Mr.  Soroig  rose  to  lament  th^t  so  mucji 
unnecessary  expense  should  bo  incurred 
by  tbe  cooQtry,  at  a  moment  so  impprtiint 
as  the  present.  He  declared  tjiat  bfB  would 
take  the  sense  of  the  House  upon  the  ^hii4 
reading. 

Mr.  Golpri^  said,  that  it  was  luaossary 
before  such  an  expense  was  incorired,  and 
especially  at  the  present  time,  when  every 
guinea  was  of  such  valua  to  tha  Govern- 
ment, that  the  absolute  necessity  of  t|io 
new  Post-oAce  should  be  shown* 

Mr,  Aikiu  Wrighi  fully  coooorred  witb 
the  bon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last. 

Mr.  Lmmgitm  said,  that  from  tbo  ra- 
ports  of  committees,  it  appearad  that  tbe 

Xrior  advantages  of  the  naw  Pa*^ 
I  wouU  much  more  than  cpiiator- 
balance  the  expense.  It  would  bo  a  great 
improvement  to  the  city  of  I«midao*  aQd  ho 
believed  it  would  not  exceed  the  estimate. 

Mr.  Ocrdm  said»  Ibal  ia  Ibo  case  of 
the  new  Custom4ionso»  the  gropnd  ba- 
longed  to  the  public;  but  in  that  of  tlia 
new  Post-office,  it  was  to  bo  purcbasad  at 
a  great  and  indefinita  expense*  He  should 
oppoae  tbo  Bill  to  tbe  last,  l^ocaui^  1^ 
viewed  it  in  tbo  light  of  a  mere  job,  aaii 
a  profligate  expondiluiw  of  the  ptfbUc 
money. 

Tbe  House  theii  dividod:  For  the thisd 
coading,  ^  ^ainat  It,  £4  jf^Mi^ity, 

](iiil|iio.]    J4r.  A  &sM  xoio  to  jobmit  19 


Htm  #f  Urn  WMIty  tn  rilff  ffur^tM^  if  al%|j9 
Mitfpd  ibil  tii#  ^eiiiif n«f  wi»  iwHir«ljr 
figiitilig  »  4ael  t)i«t  (le  «m  ditOMied, 
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the  pntoiifh  Tbey  miid  001  >«iffe  <9f  all 
iIm  motjfftf  of  Ihe  pvoiiii«|pr<.  H^ .  ti«^ 
1mt«4  tte  f«ai09  mkf  ftfiMiii  Qfr  wm  dMt 
mku^$  wvi  boc^wi  W  M  not  t»km  ^f  r 
Mtfoa  of  his  bmlur  ofioev't  mi4«ic|  10 
kifli.  Tlii*  mm  «i  •iMOi»pagM|ien(  10  d^^l* 
ling*  ia4  wM  •id>f«rriTQ  of  mUiarjr  lUt^i" 
pliiio» 

The  Petition  mm  bi^otigbl  «p  wi  rood* 
Mling  forth,  «« That  from  (bo  yoar  1195 
••III  iho  ipooco  !•  1809,  tho  pctitioBor 
••rvod  as  a  captain  10  tho  Bothaa^  and 
Caithneft  Feneihla  RogMOosl;  aod  is.  tho 
yoar  1803  ha  ohtaiood  aconpony  in  tbt 
lat  or  Borwickibire  Bogimant  of  Militia, 
IB  wbieh  regioMiit  ha  eontioaad  to  sarto 
till  the  0Otb  Joly  1609,  whao  be  waa  diat 
Qiiatfd  tho  regimanti  not  only  without 
•oy  covrt-martial  being  bold  upon  him, 
bni  c?an  witboat  any  inpntation  of  niia* 
condaci,  except  indeed  the  grataitova  and 
•nfoundad  oen«ure  contained  in  the  aen* 
fence  of  a  court?  martial  held  upon  eniign 
Micboll,  in  which  the  petitioner  waa  pro* 
aac«tor,  and  which  he  had  00  opportMoity 
of  repelling ;  and  that,  aa  the  caoM  of  the 
petitioner's  removal  from  tha  regiment 
eras  never  intimated  to  him,  he  as  at  a  loia 
to  know  against  what  charge  of  auppoaad 
wisconduct  he  ia  to  defend  bimaelf,  con* 
aciout  of  never  having  failed  in  the  punc^ 
Ittaf  diacbarge  of  hia  duty  while  he  had 
the  honour  to  remain  in  bit  Ma^aty's  aer- 
vice ;  and  praying,  that  hia  conduct  may 
Jbe  felly  inquired  into,  and  that  tha  Hame 
will  take  each  steps  tberaopon  aa  to  tbam 
•hall  seem  fit/' 

Sir  George  Warrender  said,  that  be  had 
made  inquiry  into  thia  affair,  and  could 
amy  that  the  bon.  gentleman  was  mistaken 
as  to  the  grounda  of  the  dismissal,  of  cap* 
tain  Orr.  The  grounda  of  his  dismissal 
were  tha  failure  of  the  charges  he  hrongbt 
forward  on  the  court- martial.  The  reaolt 
of  the  court- mania  I  was,  that  the  charges 
w£/6  frWolotts  and  vexatious.  The  «0#rt- 
•sartial  also  pronounced  an  opinion,  that 
Ibis  proceeding  did  not  appear  to  them  to 
Iv  wheJly  dictated  by  zeal  for  bis  Ma- 
jaaty'aaeryice.  After  such  a  sentence,  it 
eoold  not  be  supposed  that  hia  coatioaanoa 
an  the  regiment  would  bate  bean  advi- 
aable.  Bepreaentatioaa  had  been  made  of 
kia  coDdttct  to  lord  Cadhcart,  who  ibao 
oomomnded  the  forcea  in  Scotiaiid  (  aiMl 
Ualordabip,  being  atrqngiy  of  th^topinM, 
wrote  to  the  kmd-lientenant  of  Seat  Lo- 
ibian  to  that  eflfect.  It  was  from  4he  ce- 
fgesoniiiinna  made  from  tba  iond-Umila- 


F^TiTiov  Of  TgB  EaaL  op  IElohi 
f^mtWG  BIB  Cou.acTioir  of  MamlssJ 
Mfp  Mer^  WrnFi  presented  a  Petition  from 
tba  E#rl  of  Elgin*  sattiog  forth,  '«  Tbotos 
the  period  of  the  appointment  of  the  peti- 
tionaf  to  tha  ombamy  to  Turkey^  in  the 
year  1709»  sfvaral  eminent  artists  nad 
patrons  of  the  Fine  Aru,  lamantiag  tha^ 
from  the  prejudicea  of  the  Turka,  a»y  wt^ 
mains  which  might  still  axist  of  anrinr 
scniplnm  aod  ardiiteciufo  in  Greeca»meno 
iaaoaossible  and  exposed  contiooalljr  m 
daatruction,  directed  hia  attention,  iq  an 
especial  a»anner,  to  the  bonofit  of  reaca- 
ing  from  danger,  and  saoorjng  aaoaralp 
inmrmation  of  those  remains |  aa^  that 
having,  on  these  aoneatigoa,  provided 
the  l^st  assistants  RoaM  could  afierii, 
and  being  tberebyy  and  by  tba  ompioy- 
moot  of  all  other  neeessory  means,  aimbled 
to  avail  bimsalf  of  every  favoura^  op- 
portunity, as  it  arose,  during  and  ainoa  bis 
embassy,  the  petitioner  now  begs  loaae 
to  trammer  to  the  public  what  bo  bambly 
conceives  to  bo  a  fall  attaiomont  of  ao 
otgeet  of  high  importance  to  tho  pn^gram 
of  tho  Fine  Arts;  nanoiy,  a  campiote 
sarins  of  the  aculptnrca  which  Ibraiad  the 
principal  ornamaat  of  tba  aacient  tamploa 
in  Athens,  spacioMna  of  their  most  cha- 
racteristic architecture,  as  well  as  dfW- 
inga,  casts,  vases,  medals,  and  iaseripliaai 
from  Atbensi  and  other  parte  of  Qreaaal 
and  that,  as  the  circamataacaa  attoadiag 
his  endeavours  in  the  auainment  of  this 
olijeet  bear  no  rosemblanco  to  tboa*  uadar 
which  any  other  collactioa  waa  evor  pm- 
sentad  to  the  poblici  and  oa  it  is  praaaasad 
that  the  aeriea  of  scalptara  ip  iiaalf  baa  as 
parallel  in  ol^aala  aver  bofora  paroboaadf 
the  petitioqer  hopos  ha  may  bo  pardonod 
for  aoUciting  that  tba  Houia  wowM  io- 
stitute  an  inquiry,  upon  such  aaidoaoo  i* 
m*y  be  praooiad,  into  tha  morita  awl 
value  of  what  he  now  offers,  and  tafcaialo 
ita  ooasid^ratite  how  far,  and  •pan  what 
aoadiitiaaa»  it  i«ay  ho  ad^iaoUa  thai  the 
proportfr  of  the  aaid  «»Ueaiion  abauU  be 
iransfarrad  U>  ^he,fMibUifi/' 

The  fifcearfMi/Zar  oi  ike  FmHaaasr  maam- 
dared  tbat  tba  possoasion  of  thaao  naaabias 
sRouM  lio  a  froalnc«aiailioiilo  tbo^P^Wi^* 
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thftt  it  fthouhl  b«  r«ferM  t<>  a  coiAttilttee, 
t6  ebriiiider  and  tep6n  iti  to  the  sum  i\At 
ifHttld  b«  (iH>pe^  tb  g\t6  for  the  posseuton 
of  thbin. 

Mf.  /Ibhter  thooght  It  iaportAtit  that 
the  poblic  Ihoald  hare  the  possession  of 
these  marbles;  but  he  should  wish  that  the 
lAAtter  Alight  lie  over  till  the  next  session^ 
9I  there  n^as  not  time  ill  the  present  to 
€0fn6  to  as  full  a  report  as  would  be  satis-* 
ftttory.  The  Commiuee  would  hate  to 
inquire^  not  only  into  the  actual  ralue  of 
these  marbles,  but  as  to  the  manner  In 
ffhich  lord  Elgin  got  possessed  of  them. 
It  #iS  surmised  that  it  was  in  his  public 
cApMity^  he  obtained  them ;  and  if  that 
ir)ls  the  case,  it  was  to  be  considered 
ithllt  degree  of  claim  the  public  already 
bad.  Tnt  compensation  to  be  giten  to 
lont  fetgiii  was  certainly  r^ry  difl»i«nt,  if 
be  ^  them  in  his  public  characterj  from 
what  bbght  to  be  given  if  he  had  acquired 
theVA  ih  another  manner. 

'  tfr.  finnlbf  agreed  with  his  hon.  %hi 
learned  friend,  and  observed,  that  these 
marbUs,  from  what  he  understood  of  the 
case,  were  more  than  half  public  property. 
He  also  tinderstobd  that  there  had  been  a 
tIreMy  whh  lord  Elgin,  and  that  very 
nberiil  otters  on  the  part  of  the  Treasury 
bftd  blien  refused.  It  would  be,  however/ 
moeh  to  b^  Regretted  ihat  these  marbles 
Jhn^H  be  removed  from  the  country,  or 
f^om  the  capital. 

SiY  John  Newport  thought,  that  ft  fbll 
inquiry  ought  to  be  made  into  the  manher 
in  t^hicb  the  collection  had  been  acquired^ 
He  v^as  afraid  that  the  noble  lord  had 
availed  himself  of  most  unwarrantable 
iHeasbres,  and  had  committed  the  most 
flagrant  acts  of  spolietioti.  It  seemed  to 
have  been  reserved  fof  an  ambassador  of 
this  country  to  take  away  what  Turks  and 
other  barbarians  had  always  held  sacred. 
It  was  the  duty  of  the  House  to  ascertain 
tbe  troth  of  these  matters ;  for  otherwise, 
in  case  they  should  consent  to  purchase 
the  collection,  they  would  evidently  sane- 
thoti  acts  of  poblic  robbery. 

The  Chkncelhr  of  the  Rcehequer  seid,  h^ 
hM  conceived,  that  it  would  be  more 
satrisfsctory  for  the  price  to  be  settled  by. 
the  House,  than  in  a  privMe  bargain  be* 
fwten  the  Treasury  and  the  noble  Iot^. 
•It  was  certainly  so  late  in  the  session,  as 
ftot  to  afford  the  opportunity  of  any  long 
inqtiity :  but  a  cfommittee  of  saeb  mem- 
bers as  were  best  qualified  to  jud^e  of  the 
t^hie  of  those  useful  works  of  art  might 
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tMk€  ft  MfM^t^  attd  ftdjouflt  to  tteUtt  IftSilOtt* 

Thefe  weHi  eiree«iiiaiieei»  indeed,  ibie 
mftde  it  entfemely  ioeMifenltsiii  to  defter 

the  entire  eotisldertttldll  ttf  Ibft  sobjeet^ 
bdt  If  the  <;o1teCtlbd  could  He  deposited  Inr 
sbm^  6f  the  pebtie  b^ililAgi,  the  bobltt 
lord  ttlght  not,  p^rbftpi,  ivbjeet  to  tber 

p6stp6nement.  He  was  inclined  tb  bO'- 
lieve,  that  the  ntibie  lord  Would  consent  tor 
sUbh  mode  of  payment  fte  might  be  suti*- 
factory  to  the  House;  he  had  made  tber 
collection  on  the  laudable  principle  of 
seturibg  models  for  the  artisu  bf  thiil 
cbuniry,  end  did  i^ot  desire  an  exorbltatti 
remuneratibn. 

Mr.  jRose  said,  there  ban  been  tome 
difficulty  aS  tb  the  receiving  tbese  raarblea 
into  the  British  Museum  bn  abcount  of  the 
Want  of  rbom ;  bet  the  trustees  Were  now 
determined  to  receive  them,  if  the  noM* 
lord  could  agree  with  the  public  as  to  the 
price* 

The  CkokxUot^  ihe  Bt^^^qtier'bhtttf^^ 
that  the  noble  lord  threw  himself  entirely 
on  the  justice  of  Parliament. 

Lord  G,  CWfotdM  said,  be  believed  bft 
could  state  that  there  would  be  no  necea* 
sify  tb  remove  the  marblbs  fVom  their  pre- 
sent situation  till  the  next  seuion  of  Par^ 
liament. 

The  Petition  Was  ordered  to  lie  on  tfat 
table. 

Mutiny  Bill.]  The  report  of  the 
Mutiny  Bill  being  brought  up. 

Lord  Pdmenton  proposed  some  new 
clauses,  which  were  adopted ;  but  upon 
the  proposition  of  a  clause,  that  any  ioldieV 
who  should  be  taken  prisoner  by  the 
enemy  shbuld  be  liable  to  the  forfeiture, 
not  only  of  his  pay  duHfig  the  continu- 
ance of  such  imprisoAmeni,  but  of  any 
arrears  of  pay  doe  to  him  upon  being  sn 
taken  prisoner,  if  It  should  appear,  upon 
itivestigation  before  a  military  tribimat, 
that  such"  soldier  had  not  tised  due  exertion 
and  energy  to  save  himself  from  being 
so  taken  prisoner, 

Mr.  Homer  deprecated  the  proposed 
forfeiture  of  the  arrears  due  to  a  soldief 
upon  being  made  prisoner,  because  an 
order  for  the  payment  of  such  arreftrk 
to  his  wife  and  family  might  have  been 
transmitted  by  such  soldier,  wbtle  he 
wfts  actually  performing  his  dtfty.  But 
he  Would  not  objebt  tb  the  other  forfeltnrft 
proposed.  In  Case  tbat  the  t^tute  of  ft 
soldier  should  ftppear  to  be  the  efibet  df 
his  own  will  or  negligence ;  for  to  alloir 
hitn  hii  j>ay  during   his  imprisonment 
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migbi  well  be  regarded  as  a  booa  to  the 
ioMier  who  should  make  a  volobury  or 

Eatiilanimooi  lorrender  to  the  eDemy. 
^0  foggetted,  howerer*  that  any  inTetti- 
gation  vpon  a  sabjeciof  this  natare  should 
rather  take  place  before  a  Court-martial 
than  a  Court  of  Inquiry,  and  that  the  wuu 
should  not  be  imposed  upon  the  accused 
of  proving  that  his  captiTity  was  not  the 
result  of  his  own  negligence' or  want  of 
exertion* 

Lord  PalmersUm  stated,,  that  as  to  the 
mode  of  proof,  it  was  proposed  to  exa- 
mine the  captured  soldier  himself,  toge- 
ther with  any  evidence  which  could  be 
adduced  on  toe  part  of  the  Crown,  in  order 
to  show  the  circumstances  under  which  be 
was  made  prisoner.  The  clausf  itself, 
'indeed,  was  suggested  rather  from  what 
had  already  taken  place,  than  frSkn  what 
was  likely  to  take  place  again.  It.  was 
notorious  that  seyerai  soldiers  had,  through 
intoxication  or  negligence,  permitted  them- 
selves to  be  taken  prisoners  upon  the 
Peninsula,  to  whom  arrears  of  pay  were 
doe,  and  that  on  their  return  to  this  coon- 
try  those  arrears  werie  paid;  no  power 
existing  by  the  Mutiny  Act  to  withhold 
them. 

General  Gascoyae  approved  of  th^ 
claosei  ant)  lord  Proby  opposed  it.  Mr. 
Manners  Sutton  concurred  in  the  sugges- 
tions of  Mr.  Horner;  and  after  a  short  con- 
versation, in  which  Messrs.  Whitbread, 
Preston,  and  Lockhart,  lord  Palmerston 
and  colonel  Wood  took  a  part,  the  clause 
amended  according  to  these  suggestions 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bennet  then  rose  and  said  : 

Mr.  Brogden ;  I  rise,  pursuant  to  no- 
tice, to  move  certain  clauses  in  the  Mutiny 
Bill  now  pending.  From  the  terms  in 
which  the  Mutiny  Bill  and  the  Articles  of 
War  are  usually  described,  one  would  be 
led  to  suppose  that  they  contained  some- 
thing like  .a  distinct,  intelligible  code  of 
Crimes  and  punishments;  while,  on  the 
contrary,  nothing  can  be  imagined  more 
vague  and  indefinite.  For,  although  the 
Mutiny  Bill  professes  to  be  a  statement  of 
tniiiiary  law,  it  contains  no  precise  pre- 
cept; every  thing  being  left  to  the  arbi- 
Uary  judgment  of  a  Court-martial,  with 
whom  it  rests  to  decide  upon  the  character 
of  an  accusation,  as  well  as  upon  the  pu- 
nishment of  the  accused.  By  a  particular 
clause,  indeed,  in  the  Mutiny  Act,  it  is 
i:0n8igned  to  the  discretion  of  a  Coort- 
toartial  to  determine,  and  to  punish  what- 
ever is   contrary  to  military  discipline: 


and  thoi  a  member  of  thcL  Britiah  army 
is  liable  to  be  punished  for  an  act 
which,  nntii  the  moment  punishment  wsm 
awarded,  might  have  been  deemed  in- 
nocent. It  is  imagined  in  this  Hooae 
that  the  Act  which  you  are  now  passing 
comprises  the  whole  body  of  Military 
Law,  than  which  nothing  can  be  more 
erroneous.  For  under  the  shelter  of  ce re- 
tain references  in  that  Act,  there  is  first 
"  A  Collection  of  Orders  and  Regulations" 
issued  from  the  office  of  the  noble  lord 
opposite  (Palmerston)^  comprising  *  near 
700  pages.  There  is  also  a  publication, 
technically  called  the  Blue  Book,  intituled 
"  Greneral  Regulations  and  Orders,"  issued 
from  the  office  of  the  Adjutant-general, 
and,  in  addition  to  these,  a  variety  of 
Orders  and  Circu)ars  are  issued  daily, 
which  equally  become  Military,  not  Con- 
stitutional Law ;  and  may  be  termed  the 
Rescripts  of  the  Secretary  at  War.  These 
are  much  too  voluminous  to  be  understood, 
and  certainly  are  too  complicated  to  come 
within  the  comprehension  of  the  body  of 
the  British  army. 

Under  all  these  considerations,  there- 
fore. Sir,  I  cannot  hot  think  the  noble 
lord,  'and  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Manners  Sutton),  assisted  by  his  Majesty'a 
law  officers,  and  under  the  superinten* 
dance  of  proper  military  authorities, 
could  not  employ  their  summer  leisure 
more  justly,  more  humanely,  or  more 
agreeably,  than  in  digesting  and  simpii'/y- 
ing  those  numerous  enactments,  with  a 
view  to  the  eatablishmant  of  some  inteU'i* 
gible  code  for  the  government  of  our 
army,  in  order  that  every  officer  or  aoU 
dier  ihohld  know  what  laws  he  is  called 
upon  to  obey.  It  is  now,  Sir»  about  100 
years  since/the  first  enactment  of  what 
might  be  dalled  a  Mutiny  Act.  In  the  first 
instance,  that  Act  consisted  only  of  a  few 
clauses ;  but  since  that  period  a  number 
have  been  added— with  a  view,  no  doub^ 
to  multiply  orders,  but  in  no  degree  lend- 
ing to  render  that  code  more  complete  or 
more  definite. 

Having  made  these  prefatory  observa- 
tions, I  shall  proceed  to  adduce  caaea  in 
support  of  the  first  clause  I  intend  to  aub- 
mit  to  the  House,  which  is,  to  "  limit  and 
restrain  the  power  of  the  Crown  to  dis- 
miss or  cashier  officers  without  a  Court-  . 
martial."  The  necessity  of  such  a  limi- 
tation cannot,  I  conceive,  be  disputed  in 
argument ;  and  many  Facts  have  served  to 
place  the  question  beyond  a  doubt,  for 
they  have  fully  demonstrated  the  abusive 
exercise  of  that  authority  which  at  preaeot 
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it  annexed  ,io  the  Cipini.  Certainly  m 
officer  who  brings  sronndleM  charges 
Against  bis  superior*  should  be  punished : 
but  he  should  be  punished  by  trial,  and 
by  law,  and  not  by  the  caprice  or  whim 
of  any  indifidoaUbe  be  who  he  may. 

The  first  case  I  shall  mention*  is  that  of 
Ihe  officers  of  the  85th  regiment,  respect- 
ing which  I  have  received,  and  I  suppose 
CTery  member  of  this  House  has  received* 
»  printed  statement*  which  proves  how 
little  they  deserved  the  fate  they  have  ex- 
perienced. Tiiey  were  commanded  to 
prefer  charges  against  their  colonel*  pre- 
cisely in  the  form  prescribed  to  them  by 
the  Horse  Guards.  These  officers  were 
in  fact*  ordered  to  prosecute  on  charges 
which  they  never  originated*  or  were 
ivilling  to  ^sanction:  they  were  full  of 
clerical  errors*  which  they  were  not  even 
permitted  to  correct.  The  case  of  thes^ 
officers  was  indeed  most  remarkable. 
Prior  to  the  year  1801*  if  an  inferior  offi- 
cer brought  bis  superior  to  a  Court-martial* 
•  and  failed  in  obtaining  a  verdict*  be  be- 
came himself  an  object  of  trial ;  and  if  it 
were  proved  that  his  conduct  had  been 
improper*  and  that  he  bad  not  been  ac- 
tuated by  a  true  sense  of  what  he  owed 
to  the  good  of  the  service*  he  was  broke. 
I  do  not.  Sir*  at  all  quarrel  with  the 
practice  j  it  is  right  aod  salutary :  it  is 
necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the  dis« 
ciplioe  of  the  army.  But  it  never  was 
contended*  before  1801*  that  the  Crown 
bad  the  power*  or  if  it  had  the  power*  was 
it  ever  the  practice  to  dismiss  officers  from 
the  army*  to  deprive  them  of  their  pur- 
chased commissions  without  military  triaf* 
for  the  simple  offence  of  failing  in  a  mili- 
tary prosecution*  Now  what  was  the  case 
of  the  85th  ?  The  regiment  had  returned 
from  Holland*  after  a  campaign  which* 
however  discreditable  to  some  persons* 
was  honourable  to  that  regiment.  The 
officers  lived  together  in  perfect  friendship* 
when  unfortunately  a  quarrel  arose  be- 
tween their  lieutenant-colonel  (Ross)  and 
their  major  (Ottley);  the  latter  wrote 
down  to  the  senior  captain,  intimating  to 
bim*  by  the  express  desire  of  major  Mat'> 
thews  (at  that  time  the  assistant  secretary 

to  the  CommancIer-in-chieO*  that  certain 
reports  of  his  conduct  pn  the  part  of  col. 
Ross  bad  reached  the  ear  of  the  Commander** 
in-chief*  and  requesting  information.  The 
officers  living  upon  the  most  friendly 
terms  with  their  lieutenant-colonel^  were 
most  unwilling  to  furnish  any  evidence 
that  might  operate  a  sainst  bim;  they,  how- 
•   (VOL.XXXI.f 
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ever  held  a  meeting*  and  fn  consequence 
of  the  pressing  demand  from  the  Horse 
Guards*  they  returned  an  answer  to  the, 
various  inquiries  submitted  to  them*  which 
answer  they  also  sent  to  col.  Ross*,  who 
allowed  they  bad  no  option*  and  thatnhey 
could  do  no  otherwise.      To  the   great 
astonishment  of  the  officers*  however*  one 
year  af\er  their  report  was  made*  they 
were  ordered  by  the  Commander-in-chief 
to  become  the  prosecutors  of  col.  Ross, 
In  vain  they  remonstrated  ;  in  vain  the, 
senior  captain  hastened  to  London  to  ob- 
tain the  revocation  of  this  order;  in  vain 
they  slated  that  many  of  their  witnessea 
were  out  of  Eng land «-t- that  they  had  no, 
interest*  no  concern  in  the  prosecution*—^ 
that.it  was  foreign  to  their  feelings*  con- 
trary to  their  opinions*— -that  they  were 
witnesses  not  prosecutors; — in  vain  they, 
urged*  that  even  if  they  were  compelled, 
to  act  as  prosecutors*  the  charges  were  so 
drawn  that  they  could  not  prove  ^hem,. 
that  they  were  contrary  to  the  evidenc^ 
they  had  been  compeUed  themselves  to. 
give*--tbat  tbey  were   full    of  clerical 
errors.— The  answer  was  in  all  the  inso- 
lence of  military  despotism*  *'  That  his 
Royal  Highness  ordered  the  .eight  officera^' 
to  be  considered  as  |iroseirut6rs*-^that  the 
Judge    Advocate   (sir  C.   Morgan)    had 
drawn  out  the  Charges,  as  they  then  stood* 
in  a  legal  form*  and  that  no  alteration 
would  be  permitted.^'     In  this  way  the 
trial  began.     The  officers  stated  to  the 
Court  that  they  were  compelled  to  come 
forward  as  prosecutors:  they  disowned  the 
Charges  in  the  present  shape*  and  declared 
their  inability  to  prove  them.— As  might 
have  been  expecteo*  coLRoss  was  acqui  tied  ; 
but  his  prosecutors  were'cashiered.— Now* 
it  has  been  said*  that  these  ei  ght  officers  were 
privately  informed*  that  if  they  proceeded 
in  the  prosecution*  and  failed*  they  would 
all  be  broke ;— it  is  affirmed  also*  that  a 
letter  was  written   to  that  effect.    Now* 
Sir*  (am  commissioned  to  state  here,  that 
no  such  message^  no  such  letter  was  ever 
received;  I  am.l^ilructed  to  declare  ihe 
statement  a  direct  falsehood*  be  thjs  person 
who  (le  may  who  made  it.  How  then  is  it 
to  be  endured,  not  only  that  officers  should 
be  dismissed  the  service*  should  be  cheated* 
out  of  their  commissions*  but  thai  the 
Crown*   to  effect  these  mean  purposes^ 
should  force  them  to  become  prosecutors 
against  their  will*  and  that  it  should  turn 
witnesses  into  accusers  ?     If  such  be  the 
law*   and  the  practice  of  the  army*   a 
Court-martial  is  %  mere  mockery ;  it  iyi  ai^ 
(3H) 
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insalt  to  talk  of  a  trial ;— far  better  would 
•  it  be  to  place  the  life  and  limb  of  the 
officer  and  soldier  at  the  niercy  of  the 
Crown»  acting  by  responsible  ministers, 
than  to  hold  oat  that  as  a  boon,  which  is 
meant  to  be  a  curse,  and  to  affect  to  govern 
by  law,  when  there  is  no  law  bat  the  will  of 
the  Commander-in-chief.  But  what  is 
more  extraordinary  in  this  transaction,  the 
'  order  was  issued  in  his  Majesty's  name  at 
a  period  (in  1801)  when,  according  to  the 
evidence  of  Dr.  Willis,  his  Majesty  was 
In  a  state  of  mental  derangement :  thus 
the  name  of  the  King  was  abased.  Is 
it  to  be  endured,  that  the  King  is  to  be 
dragged  from  a  sick  chamber  to  the 
Conncil  ?  That  his  hand  is  to  be  un- 
manacled  at  the  will  of  a  chancellor,  or 
any  other  person,  for  the  unworthy  purpose 
of  signing  away  the  characters,  the  fame, 
the  fortane  of  a  body  of  gallant  officers, 
itnd  respectable  men,  many  jof  whom  had 
shed  their  blood  in  his  service  ?  Is  it  to  be 
borne,  that  my  lord  chancellor  (Eidon)  is 
to  drag  forth'  the  sovereign,  from  a  state  of 
personal  restraint,  to  srgn  away  the  fortune 
aiki  characters  of  eight  gallant  officers  ? 
And  that  they  are  not  only  to  be  thus  de« 
prived  of  their  commissions,  but  the  in- 
jostice  and  violence  practised  against  them, 
is  to  serve  as  a  precedent  for  the  further 
perpetration  of  similar  enormities  ?  Their 
case  haa  been  Quoted  as  an  authority  to 
prove  the  legality  of  the  dismission  of 
officers  without  trial.  Severe  as  the  blow, 
And  cruel  as  the  injury  is  to  those  brave 
officers,  they  feel  them  the  more  severely 
because  they  are  thus  made  to  furnish  an 
authority  for  inflicting  the  same  bare- 
faced injustice  on  others. 

The  other  cases  which  I  shall  now 
submit  to  the  committeOi  are  either  taken 
from  the  individuals  concerned,  or  from 
sources  which  I  cannot  doubL .  Lieutenant 
Kid sd ale  I  have  seen,  and  his  case  is  as 
follows :  Serving  with  the  Wexford  mili- 
tia, he  bad  been  grievously  ill-treated  by 
by  the  abuse  of  the  royal  authority  la 
1 8 T 1 .  In  aggravation  of  which  I  consider 
it,  that  his  grandfather  lost  his  life  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  as  did  his  elder 
brother ;  and  tifat  his  father  served  in  the 
army  no  less  than  40  years.  Yet  this 
meritorious  officer  was  the  victim  of 
loused  power!— [Here  the  hon.  gentle- 
man read  the  charges  and  sentences  of  the 
Courts-martial  which  arose  out  of  a  mo- 
mentary dispute  with  another  officer,  in 
which  be  was  in  no  way  to  blame.] 
Purefy^  Sir,  from  the  complexion  •f  time 
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documents,  it  could  hardly  b«  ^posed 
that  lieoteoant  Ridsdale  would  not  have 
been  restored  to  tb^  service,  particularly 
as  captain  Boyd  was  with  all  his  censorea 
so  restored;  a  letter  was  however  clan- 
destinely written    by  bis    commanding 
officer,  colonel  Phair,  of  a  sfanderoos  de- 
scription, by  which  it  was  prevented,  and 
which  letter  he  at  first  denied,  and  never 
could  justify.     The  Commander-in-cbief 
at  last,  from  what  reason  1  never  ccmld 
divine,  except  it  was  from  his  knovring 
him  to  be  an  ill-used  person,  gave  him  a 
commission    in  a  West-India    regiment* 
Previous  to  joining  this  corps,  lieutenant 
Ridsdale  thought  it  an  indispensable  doty 
to  clear  his  character  from  the   asper* 
sions  cast  upon  it :  when,  instead  of  beings 
himself  made  the  subject  of  a  court-mar- 
tial, and  colonel  Phair  being  called  npoft 
to  prove  his  assertions,  be  (lieut.  R.)  was 
unaccountably    compelled    to    prosecute 
colonel  Phair :   the  consequence  was,  as 
usual,  the  rules  of  evidence  were  violated, 
his  charges  were  not  found  proved,  and 
he  was  dismissed  the  service  I  What  must 
be  the  feelings  of  this  young  officer,  when, 
u][)on  endeavouring  to  get  a  hearing  sub- 
sequently to  this  decision,  he  received  ai 
letter  from  general  Torrens  desiring  him 
literally, "  not  to  importune  thatbffice  any 
more."      If   general  Torrens  Is  in   the 
habit  of  thus  treating  officers  Who  com- 
plain of  oppression,  it  were  better  for  the 
army  and  the  office.  Chat  general  Torrens 
should  be  removed  firom  it.    Now  what,  K 
ask,  was  the  situation  of  this  young  man  ? 
What  was  he  to  do  ?    He  had  been  in- 
sulted,   struck,    dragged    about    like    a 
felon,  convicted  of  having  sent  a  challenge; 
but,  from  the  circumstances  of  his  sitoatioo, 
strongly  recommended  to  mercy  :  but  bis 
colonel,  underhand,    interferes,  and  the 
mercy  of  the  Crown  is  not  extended  to 
him.    It  is  however  extended  to  the  pro- 
secutor, who  had  been  broke,  and   who 
ouffht  from  the  nature  of  his  offence  never 
to  nave  been  restored.    At  last,  however, 
the  Commander-in^^hief  givel  lieotenant 
Ridsdale  a  commission :  the  moment  he 
obtains  it,  '<  Now,''  he  exclaims,  "  I  am  a 
soldier  again ;  now  my  character  can  be 
re-established."    He    then    Immediately 
applies  for  a  court  df  inquiry ;  it  is  refused; 
he  applies  again;  it  is  refused  once  more;  < 
he  renews  his  demand,  and  he  is  ordered 
to  prosecute  colonel  Phair :   he  does  so ; 
the  Court-martial  acquit   colonel  Phair, 
and  lieutenant  Bidsdale   is  cashiered.-— 
Now  What  would  gentlemen   wish  this 
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officer  to  bare  done?  Wee  he  to  have 
eylimitted  to  the  iasii^atioos  of  colonel 
Pbalr  ?  Was  bo  to  bare  joiaed  bis  new 
regiment  with  the  a^in  thet  colonel  Phair 
bad,fi2(ed  on  bit  nanne  i  For  my  own  part. 
Sir,  I  think  lieotenant  EidsJale  acted 
hooQorably*  though  not  wisely;  for  he 
OQgfat  to  ha? e  koowot  that  fs  the  army  is 
now  administered^  there  is  no  safety  in  ao 
tnCiiibr  officer  under  any  circuq^stances 
|>ro8eiciUing  a  superior*  He  must  pa- 
tiently submit  to  the  ijsjories  to  bimaelf 
and  to  the  aervice,  whoever  (bey  may  be. 
The  next  case  i  shall  adduce  is  that  of 
capt^n  Tu^n»  who  was  ordered  ip  prefer 
charges  against  another  officer  in  the 
form  prescribed  by  sir  John  Stuart*  con- 
trary to  his  o,wn  judgment.  What  was  he 
to  do  ?  Compelled  by  the  reguiatioos  of 
Ibe  service  to  attend  to  the  complaints 
made  to  him  as  superior  officer,  and 
ordered  by  his  general  to  prosecute ;  he 
leished  to  pot  the  charges  into  something 
like  order*  instead  of  the  mere  complaints 
l»  t|iey  were  taken  from  the  men's  mouths; 
but  he  was  prevented*  and  compelled  to 
undertake  their  proof  in  the  prescribed 
form.  Yet  in  consequence  of  the  decision 
of  the  Court-martial  agaiost  his  charges 
eo  preferred*  thi^i  officer  was  dismissed  by 
the  allege4  command  of  the  King.  >  But 
Ibe  case  of  this  officer  was  aggravated 
by  this  circumstance*  that  the  conduct  of 
^e  Court-martial  was  so  irregular*  as  to 
be  coDdemned  by  she  two  solicitors  who 
attended  to  conduct  the  prosecution  and 
defence.  In  fact,  I  have  it  from  undoubted 
lit^tbority,  that  such  was  the  puerile  con- 
fiuct  of  the  members  of  that  Court*  that* 
instead  .of  performing  their  judicial  func- 
tionS|  after  publicly  betting  on  the  result 
of  the  trial*  they  chiefly  amused  themselves 
throughout  with  cutting  papers  and  sticking 
them  in  the  bair  of  the  President ! !  The 
letter  of  the  two  solicitors*  both  of  them 
most  respectable  men,  is  a  proof  of  the 
fiatore  of  the  tribunal;  and  of  the  pro- 
priety of  making  its  decisions  conclusive 
as  to  the  characters  and  fortunes  of  those 
who  are  unfortunate  enough  to  be  pro- 
eeculors  before  it.  1  shall  now  read 
the  Solicitor's  letter^  addressed  to  captain 
Yutoo, 

.  <f  Dear  Sir;  Those  friends  of  yours  who 
•  consider  tliat  yoo  did  not  conduct  the 
Court*n|»arti|^l  properly  on  your  part, 
labour  under  a  great  mistekei  and  they 
should  be  informed*  that  in  the  first  place 
you  did  not  wish  to  appear  in  the  cha- 
lacter  of    p^rosfBoator    agiins^    captain 


M'Artbur*  and  therefore  merely  stated  the 
complaints  of  the  men  as  you  received 
them ;  and  afterwards  when  you  found 
yourself  driven  into  the  situation  of  prose- 
cutor* yon  called  on  Mr.  Tanner  and 
myself*  for  our  professional  assistance^ 
with  a  view  to  the  matter  being  conducted 
regularly*  properly*  and  fairly  ;  but  such 
was  the  conduct  of  the  Court  (acting  appa« 
rently  under  an  extraordinary  bias  in 
favour  of  the  prisoner  1)  that  Mr.  Tanner 
in  a  very  early  stage  of  the  trial*  seeing 
the  inclination  of  the  Court*  and  their 
determination  not  to  be  governed  by  the 
established  rules  of  evidence  which  was 
contended  for*  and  being  disgusted  with 
the  very  improper  and  irregular  mode  of 
proceeding*  withdrew  himself  from  the 
Court*  and  recommended  you  no  longer  to 
appear  in  the  character  x>f  prosecotor. 
Though  the  Court  obliged  yon  to  proceed^ 
and  though  I  continued  my  attendance  at 
the  Court  a  day  or  two  after*  Mr.  Tanner 
had  withdrawn  himself;  it  was  not  with  any 
hope  of  assisting  you*  vrhich.was  quite 
impossible;  but  merely  to  witness  the 
novelty  of  such  a  mode  of  trial  as  I  never 
before  heard  of*  and  such  as  I  am  willing 
for  the  honour  of  the  army  to  believe 
was  unprecedented*  Improper  bets  were 
made  in.  Court  by  the  members  an4 
the  president  himself*  as  to  the  time  the 
trial  would  occupy*  if  conducted  in  the 
regular  way  we  contended  for ;  and  we 
were,  contrary  to  every  rule  of  evidence* 
precluded  from  giving  sqch  evidence  as 
ought  to  have  been  heard*  and  such  as' 
must  have  changed  the  complexion  of  ihe 
transaction  altogether  very  materially. 
But  I  need  not  enlarge  on  this*  which  is 
fully  and  accurately  stated  in  your  reply* 
particularly  as  to  the  questions  you  put  to 
sir  Charles  Asgill*  which  he  declined 
answering  on  account  of  its  being  private 
conversation*  and  which  was  not  a  legal 
objection, 

'<  The  Judge-advocate*  (colonel  Ryves) 
in  various  instances*  attempted  to  correct 
the  Court  in  its  proceedings*  but  without 
effect,  and  was  evidently  very  much  dis- 
tressed at  the  improper  and  indecorous 
behaviour  of  the  president  and  members* 
Mr.  Tamlyn*  who  attended  on  behalf  of 
the  prisoner*  has  several  times  admitted  to 
me  that  he  never  witnessed  such  proceed- 
ings in  his  life*  and  that  in  his  opinion  the 
president  and  members  were  highly  cul- 
pable. Indeed,  there  can  be  but  one 
opinion  about  it*  and  every  one  must 
regret  that  the  arpiy  should  be  so  dis- 


'S93]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

graced  by  toch  a  proceeding ;  though  I 
still  trust  it  wilt  not  be  deprived^  of  yoor 
services,  which,  on  a  fair  investigation  of 
the  matter  in  (]Qe8tioo,certainly  woaldnot 
foe  dispensed  with. 

^  I  can  only  say  you  have  my  best  wishes 
that  you  may  yet  obtain  justice,  and 
remain,  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

"  BamaapU,  W.  Law." 

JwuiZQ,  1814/' 

I  shall  make  no  comment  on  this  letter ; 
but  if  officers  are  to  be  cashiered  by  tri- 
bunals so  conducting  themselves,  the  tri- 
1)unals  must  be  reformed.  The  system 
must  be  reformed*  or  the  army  will  become 
a  service  into  which  no  gentleman  will 
enter.  .  I  have  taken  the  greatest  pains  to 
inform  myself  of  Che  truth  of  the  facts 
which  I  have  brought  forward ;  and  I 
should  have  resorted  to  captain  Toton 
himself,  if  I  had  not  been  informed  he  had 
lately  been  gazetted  as  an  ensign,  which 
circumstance  naturally  made  me  delicate 
of  subjecting  him  to  any  answer  on  the 
subject :  and  I  trust  that  no  other  result 
of  the  present  mention  of  bis  case  will 
occur,  than  the  accelerating  the  work  so 
well  begun. 

,  In  reference  to  the  case  I  have  just 
stated,  I  cannot  but  remark  on  the  la- 
tnentable  defects  of  Courts- martial  in  re- 
spect to  the  want  of  a  person  of  the  legal 
profession  to  guide  their  proceedings.  It 
ii  shocking  to  think  of  thr  ignorance 
sometimes  displayed.  Nay,  not  only 
military  officers  are  appointed  to  the  im- 
portant office  of  judge-advocate,  but  I 
jiave  seen  a  letter  from  the  office  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Manners  Sut- 
ton)— I  do  not  know  if  it  happened  in  his 
;time — where  a  president  was  called  upon 
io  nominate  a  person  to  officiate,  and  who 
;Sboold  be  acceptable  to  himself! 

I  shall  next  notice  the  case  of  lieutenant 
^lak^  of  the  ^5th  foot.  The  ground  of 
the  charge  I  cannot  defend,  biit  the  pro- 
4:edure  was  most  extraordinary.  While 
a  close  prisoner  in  Windsor  barracks,  ^ 
Court-martial  assembled  for  his  trial  in 
Holland.  Having  moved  for  a  Habeas 
'Corpus,  which  was  refused,  on  the  plea 
that  the  Court  had  no  jurisdiction,  be  was 
released  by  the  military  authorities,  and 
sufieried  to  \>t  at  large,  and  repaired  to 
London,  when  he  sayv  in  a  public  paper 
that  a  Court  was  tusembiitig  for  his  trial 
at  Harwich.  He  applied  to  the  office  of  the 
Judge-advocate^,  and  was  informed  they 
)iad  no  knofrledge  of  snch  a  chrcumstaiice 
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bemg  kbout  to 'take  place.    Almost  im- 
mediately after,  be  received  a  notice  to 
attend  his  trial;    and  he  coulcl  scarcelj 
arrive  in    time, .  without   any  witnessea ; 
while  those  for  the  prosecution  were  all 
prepared  and  arrayed  against  him.-  The 
consequence  of  this  trial  was,  that  he  was 
cashiered.     Another  case  to  which.  Sir,  I 
wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee, 
is  that  of  ensign  Coweil.  I  have  attentively 
read  that  trial ;  and  the  more  I  consider 
all  the  circumstances  connected  with  it« 
the  more  am  I  astonished.  I  understand  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Manners  Sot- 
ton)  was  not  present  at*  it,  but  was  repre- 
sented   by  the  JDepoty  Judge- advocate- 
general.    And  here  I  cannot  but  take  oc- 
casion to  observe,  that  this  Deputy  Judged 
advocate    not  only   fills  that   important 
situation,  but  also  fills  the   by-no-meana 
unimportant  one  of  Chief  Clerk  to  him- 
self! and,  in  addition  to  these,  is  comfort- 
ably established  in  the   business  of   an 
army  agent.     The  latter  office  I  think 
must  evidently  be  very  incompatible  with 
the  judicial  duties  of  his  original  statioo. 
In  fact,  it  is  utterly  impossible  that  these 
various  avocations  can  be  filled  with  etqual 
attention,  and  least  of  all  the  impbrtant 
duties  of  Ooorts- martial.  I  wish,  howerer, 
to  ask  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  whether 
he  approves  of  that  Court-martial  (ensign 
Cowell's),  as  to  its  legal  character  ?  Whe- 
ther be  approves  of  the  charges  that  were 
brought  forward,  whether  of  the  evidence, 
whether  of  the  garbled  letters  thsit  were 
usedy  and  lastly,  whether  as  lego-military 
adviser  of  the  Crown,  he  thought  it  hfs 
duty  to  apprize  the  Commander-in-chief 
that  the  sentence  was  at  variance  with  the 
evidence  ? 

From  all  these  cases.  Sir,  and  from  all 
I  have  ever  heard  on  the  subject,  I  feel  it 
necessary  that  some  limitation  should  be 
placed  to  the  power  of  the  Crown.  It  is  clear 
that  that  power  has  been  grossly  abused, 
and  that  abuse  having  been  published  to 
the  whole  world,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  the 
bounden  duty  of  this  House  to  protect,  by 
every  means  within  its  reach,  the  lires  and 
fortunes  of  those  gallant  men  who  form  the 
British  army.  I  shall,  therefore.  Sir, 
conclude  by  moving  a  clause  to  that  ef- 
fect: viz.  <<  That  it  shall  not  be  iavvfol 
for  the  Crown  to  dismiss  any  officer  with* 
out  a  Court-martial,  for  any  ofience  arining 
out  of,  a  Court-martial,  whether  he  baa 
been  either  prosecutor  or  witness.'* 

The  clause  was  then  brought  op,  and 
npon  the  question  beiog  put,. 
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Sir  F.  Flood  ofiTef  ed  a  few  remarks  on 
the  case  of  lieutenant  Ridsdale>  and  con- 
tended that  he  had  most  propeHy  been 
diiiiiiued  the  service.  With  regard  to 
Courts-martial  in  general,  which  the  hon. 
•member  had  attacked,  he  tboagbt  them 
•subjects  of  commendation!  as  they  were 
conrta  of  strict  law  on  one  side,  and  courts 
of  equity  on  the  other. 
'  Mr.  Mannera  Sutton  hoped  the  House 
^ould  not  expect  him  to  be  prepared  to 
go  at  length  into  all  the  cases  stated  by 
the  hon.  gentleman,  some  of  which  he  had 
toever  heard  of  before.  As  for  the  first, 
case,  it  had  occurred  many  years  before 
he  came  into  office,  and  he  did  not  at  all 
Itnow  the  minuttas  of  it.  As  to  the  case 
of  colonel  Phair  and  lieutenant  Ridsdale, 
the  Court-martial  had  taken  place  in  Ire- 
land, and  the  proceedings  had  never  come 
to  bis  office.  As  to  captain  Tuton's  case, 
the  assertions  in  hts  memorial  had  been 
'flatly  denied  by  the  members  of  the  Court- 
tnartial.  *  Lieutenant  Blake  bad  been 
guilty  of  great  outrages  at  Windsor,  and 
afterwards  Sent  in  his  resignation  to  the 
Horse  Guards.     It  was  not  then  thought 

{roper  to  accept  it,  and  he  had  been 
roughs  to  a  trial  at  Harwich,  and  found 
guiltyi  The  hon.  gentleman  must  have 
i>een  misinformed  respecting  the  notice 
of  trial,  as  copies  of  the  charges  were 
invariably  sent  both  to  the  prosecutor  and 
the  prisoners^  before  the  day  of  trial  was 
'fixed.  He  next  came  to  the  case  of  en* 
Isign  Cowdl,  Ismd  it  gave  him  great  regret 
to  find  this  case  so  often  alluded  to.  He 
Was  aware  of  the  great  difficulty  and 
^delicacy  of  the  case  respecting  fighting 
duels,  and  was  sensible  of  the  inconsis- 
tencies in  the  Articles  of  War  upon  that 
bead.-  He,  however,  apprehended,,  that 
greater  evils  would  result  from  an  altera- 
tion of  them.  He  was  satisfied  the  case 
of  ensign  Cowell  was  much  misunderstood. 
'He  believed  the  facts  of  the  case  to  be 
these :  Ensign  Cowell  got  into  a  personal 
quarrel  at  the  theatre  at  Bourdeaux,  with 
-a  man  who  was  pressing  into  the  box  in 
which  he  sat.  He  then  turned  about  to 
tome  officers  near,  atid  asked  what  they 
advised  him  to  do.  .  Their  answer  was 
i— ''  Tfeike  no  notice  of  him,  we  suppose 
that  he  is  not  a  gf^mleman."  Ensign 
Cowell  shortly  ^fter  a^ked  the  man  whe- 
ther he  was  a  getitleman,  and  obtained 
•bis  add  ress.  Etistgn  Cowel  I,  however, '  let 
some  da^s  elapse  without  taking  any  fur- 
ther notice,  and  the  gentleman,  a^  Mr. 
£Uirley,  then,  began  to  look  for  liitii. 


Ensign  Cowell  then  asked  f6r  an  apology^ 
which  was  positively  refused,  and  after- 
wards the  explanation  came  from  ensign 
CoWell,  who  said  that  he  had  not  knowii 
him  to  be  a  gentleman.  The  officers^ 
upon  hearing  of  this,  refused  to  mess  with 
him,  and  sent  him  a  letter  intimatin^r  t6 
him  that  be  should  resign.  He  aetualf^' 
did  send  in  his  resignation,  but  afterwards 
retracted  it,  and  called  for  a  Ctfurt-martiaT. 
As  to  the  complaint  of  officers  being  dh*" 
missed  in  consequence  of  failing  in  theii* 
charges,  it  must  be  observed,  that  Courts^ 
martial  were  always  granted  when  ona 
officer  wished  to  bring  charges  againA 
another.  The  freedom  of  granting  tbos^ 
trials  could  only  be  restrained  by  tb^ 
liability  of  the  persons  bringing  the 
charges.  It  was  not  for  merely  failing  t6 
prove  charges  that  an  officer  was  ^iifu 
missed,  but  fpr  bringing  forward  cbargei 
without  any  reasonable  foundation  fo^ 
them.  As  to  discretionary  power,  it  wai 
always  liable  to  abuse,  wherever  it  wa^ 
tested ;  but  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  the  honest  application  of  a'  di^cre^- 
tionary  power  were  often  found  consider^ 
ably  to  outweigh  the  evils  apprehended 
from  its  abuse.  He  thought  there  was  no 
species  of  discretiapary  power  whrch 
might  with  greater  safety  be  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  Crown.  Every  act  of  it  was 
done  in  the  face  of  the  day,  and  open  to 
observation.  He  should  therefore  feel  il 
his  duty  to  resist  the  introduction  of  th^ 
clause  into'the  Bill. 

After  some  further  observations,  iii 
which  lord  Palmerston,  Mr.  W.  Smithy 
sir  G.  Warrender,  general  Gascoyne,  Mr. 
Wynn,  lord  Coropton,  and  Mr.  Bennet 
participated,  the  clause  was  negatived 
without  a  division.  Mr.  Bennet  said,  is 
was  not  his  intentibn  to  move  the  other 
clauses  bt  Ihat  late  hour;  but  he  would 
take  that  opportunity  of  giving  noti^ra^ 
that  on  Wednesday  next  he  should  mova 
for  leave  to  briog'  in  a  Bill  to  limit  tbd 
number  of  lashes  to  foe  inflicted  by  th<B 
sentence  of  a  Court*martiaK  The  Report 
Wiis'  then  agreed  to. 

Loan  to  the  Cobpobation  of  LivBK^i 
>oot«]  Mr.  Birch  rose  to  submit  a  mo« 
tion  to  the  House,  founded  on  the  trans* 
action,  which  had  come  to  his  cognisance^ 
between  the  Treasury  and  the  C6rpora« 
tion  of  Liverpool.  It  appeared  that  the 
Treasury  had  lent  to  the  Corporation  of 
Liverpool^  without  the  authority  of  Par^ 
)iameat»  two  wttmim^t  $0fi60k  ^nd  of 
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120«000/.  It  was  the  more  remarkable  also 
that  the  second  sum  bad  been  lent^  al- 
though the  interest  of  the  first  suin  had 
net  been  paid.  The  secority  on  which 
this  sum  was  lent  was  a  warehouse^  or 
rather  shed,  rented  by  Government  for 
the  purpose  of  warehousing  lobacco,  of 
which  the  value  could  not  be  above 
10,000^  It  was  true  the  rent  which  Go- 
Ternment  paid  for  this  place  was  5,000/. ; 
but  this  rent  was  fixed  between  the  two 
parties,  and  was,  he  thought,  an  extrava- 

fant  charge.  The  rent  of  the  warehouse 
efore  rented  by  Government  for  the  same 
purpose,  was  only  700/.  a  year,  and  at  the 
•ame  rate  this  warehouse  would  not  be 
worth  more  than  2.000/*  It  was  for  the 
House  to  say  whether  this  was  sufficient 
necurity.  The  principle,  however,  of  the 
loan,  which  was  open  to  the  imputation 
of  being  made  subservient  to  t)ie  purpose 
of  electioneering  influence,  was  the  most 
^objectionable.  The  authority  of  Parlia- 
ipent  had  not  been  given,  and  the  trans- 
actioo  could  only  be  compared  to  the 
loan  to  Boyd  and  Benfield,  for  wjbicjb  the 
S&inister  of  the  day  was  obliged  to  ask  an 
Act  of  Indemnity  from  Parliament.  Loans 
to  individuals,  even  when  the  authorijty  of 
Parliament  was  not  requirefl,  were  not 
justifiable,  except  in  such  cases  as  the 
loans  to  the  manufacturers  some  years 
ago,  and  that  to  the  planters  of  Grenada. 
He  should  therefore  move,  "  That  there 
be  laid  before  this  House  an  account  of 
any  loan  of  money  which  may  have  been 
advcinced  by  the  public  for  the  docks  at 
J^iTerpool.'' 

The  UumctUcT  ^  iht  Exchequer  said,  he 
did  not  intend  to  oppose  the  motion ;  but 
lie  should  enter  into  a  short  explanation 
of  the  transaction.  The  loan  to  the  house 
of  Soyd  and  Benfield  was  very  different 
from  the  present  caae ; .  that  was  a  loan  of 
inoney  which  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Navy,  for  navy  purposes, 
to  the  contractors  for  the  loan  for  the  year; 
•o  that  it  was  a  loan  justified  no  doubt 
by  the  circumstances  of  the  case,of  money, 
by  the  Government  to  those  who  agaip  lent 
it  to  the  Government,  But  in  the  present 
instance,  the  Government  hayii^g  con- 
tracted for  a,  warehouse  at  liyerpool,  for 
which  they  were  to  pay  an  annual  renl^ 
which  was  thought  more  convenient  M>fto 
Io  pay  a  large  sum  for  pt|rcbase*money, 
the  Corporation  of  Liverpool,  vho  were 
Ike  conuaptors,  reprei^njied  thai  their 
funds  would  not  eoablo  them  to  proc^i^d 
Witbooi  0  lom,   .They  »1sq  ftated«  ttM 


on  account  of  the  circoqutaicea  of  the 
times,  they  could  not  procure  money  su 
5   per  cent,    from    private    individoftls. 
The  Government  considering  the  secoriiy 
unexceptionable,  a  second  application  was 
afterwards  made,  which,  though  tbcsre  was 
not  the  same  claim  on  the  Government* 
yet,  as  the  money  was  to  be  applied  to 
build   a   dock,  which  would    materially 
assist  in  preventmg  smuggling,  the   Go- 
vernment thought  fit  to  comply  with  iL 
Besides  the  rent  pa*d  by  Government  for 
the  warehouse,  which  was  double  the  inte- 
rest  of  both  the  sums,  they  bad  the  security 
of  the  Corporation  estates,  which  produced 
a  rent  of  51,000/.  a  year,  and  were  worth 
moch   more   than  a  million  of  money. 
The  Government  had  always  made  uae  of 
its  discretion  in  the  purchase  or  building 
of  warehouses  fo^  the  purpose  of  coljiectiog 
the  revenue,  and  the  present  case  came 
within  the  ordinary  exercise  of  that  dia- 
cretion,  as  it  was,  in  principle,  no  way 
different  from  a  purchase  of  the  warefaouae 
in  question.     He  ridiculed  the  idea  of  the 
loan  having  been  made  with  a  ? jew  to  any 
influence  on  any  election. 

Mr.    Ifjfnn   thought   this   advancfs    of 
money   most    unconstitutional,   and   ob- 
served  that  it  would,  if  acquiesced   \o, 
open  a  door  to  abuses  of  wk^icb  no  man 
could  see  the  end.    The  same  might  be 
dohe  for  Bristol,  or  any  other  town  which 
happened  to  be  in  favour  with  the  Trea* 
sury.    The  town  would  first  get  the  money 
from  the  Treasury,  and  then  it  woald  only 
remain  to  be  justified  to  the  Houae,  which 
was  easier  than  to  make  out  a  case  for 
obtaining  it  from  Parliament*     Under  a 
Government  less  pure,  the  loan  niight  be 
open  to  the  charge  of  being  granted  for 
the  sake  of  parliamentary  influence. 

The  Ckimcellorqf  ihe  Exchequer  obtenti, 
that  the  loan  was  merely  an  anticipation 
of  the  rent. 

General  Goicqjfne  contended,  that  tb^ 
warehouse  in  question  afforded  moat  ample 
security  to  the  Government,  as  more 
than  50,000/.  bad  been  laid  out  on  it  he- 
fore  the  money  was  borrowed  from  Go- 
Temment.  The  part  which  was  not  used 
by  Government  was  let  out  by  them,  and 
had  produced  sometimes  10,000/.  a  year 
— ao  piuch  for  the  overcharge  of  rent. 
He  could  not  speak  as  to  the  law  of  the 
case;  but  as  to  the  usage,  the  loan  to 
Liverpool  was  by  no  means  aingular. 
Money  bad  been  granted  to  the  I^ndou 
and  cither  Dock  Companies*  The  money 
wbwhfboidd  bavc  b$w  appli^  tQ  baild  » 
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walled  doek^  had  been  diverted  to  the 
purpose  of  boilding  a  warehouse  for  the 
GoverDment,  and  of  coarse  the  Corpora- 
tion was  justified  in  applying  to  the  Parlia- 
ment, or  rather  the  Treasury, 

Sir  J.  Newport  said,  that  though  the 
hon.  general  did  not  profess  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  constitution,  he  seemed 
well  acquainted  with  the  best  way  of 
procuring  money  for  his  constituents* 
The  hon.  member  for  Liverpool  had  as- 
serted, that  large  sumi  had  formerly  been 
granted  to  the  London  Dock  and  other 
companies.     But    then    they    had    been 

f granted  by  the  authority  of  Parliament, 
f  the  precedent  of  Liverpool  were  ad- 
mitted, why  might  it  not  be  extended  to 
Bristol,  to  Glasgow,  to  Ddblin,  or  to  Cork  ? 

Mr.  Banke$  expressed  his  conviction 
that  his  right  hon.  friend  had  acted  from 
the  purest  motives,  but  argued  that  the 
principle  on  which  he  had  so  acted  was 
utterly  inadmissible.  It  was  high  time 
that  such  a  practice,  if  it  had  prevailed  to 
any  extent,  should  be  stopped;  and  he 
expressed  his  satisfaction  to  find  that  the 
motion  was  to  be  acceded  to ;  as  it  would 
put  Parliament  In  possession  of  the  fact  on 
that  point. 

Mr.  Beman  warmly  defended  the  con- 
duct of  the  Corporation  of  liverpool. 
An  ample  security  had  been  given  by 
them  for  the  money  advanced,  the  interest 
had  been  paid,  and  the  whole  transaction 
was  one  not  of  secresy,  but  of  perfect 
publicity. 

Mr.  W,  Smiih  reprobated  placing  the 
disposal  of  any  part  of  the  public  revenue 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Treasury,  instead 
of  the  discretion  of  Parliament.  At  the 
same  time,  he  did  not  attribute  any  blame 
to  Government  hut  that  inadvertence. 

Mr.  Birch  in  reply  stated,  that  the 
Corporation  of  Liverpool  had  applied,  or 
had  intended  to  apply, 'for  a  remission  of 
the  interest,  amounting  to  4,000/.  He 
denied  that  the  transaction  had  been  so 
public  as  it  had  been  described. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Vaccination  Bill.]  Mr.  Wynn,  after 
alluding  to  the  national  benefit  of  the 
propagation  of  this  antidote  to  the  small- 
pox, and  observing  upon  the  necessity  of 
doing  away  the  prejudice  that  prevailed 
against  it  amongst  the  lower  orders,  through 
some  instances  of  its  failure,  moved  for 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  "  For  procuring 
the  benefit  of  Vaccination  to  such  poor 
persons  as  are  desiroaa  of  receifing  it.'' 
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Mr.  Batdcei  said  a  few  words  on  the^ 
advantage  of  the  process  to  society  at 
large,  and  on  the  impossibility  of  prevent* 
ing  it  fcom  failing  in  a  few  cases. 

Mr.  WhUlntad  thought  it  highly  im- 
portant that  it  should  not  be  supposed  that' 
because  vaccination  had  in  a  few  instances 
failed,  that  inoculation  with  variolous 
matter  had  not  failed  also.  He  had  known, 
instances  of  persons  who  had  been  inocu- 
lated with  the  natural  small-pox,  having' 
taken  the  infection  after  a  lapse  of  twenty 
years. 

Mr.  Banket  thought  there  had  been  at 
many  instances  of  failure  in  cases  of  vac« 
cination,  as  in  those  of  variolous  inocula- 
tion. He  was,  however,  highly  in  favour 
of  the  former  process^  ' 

Leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 
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Frbbrold  Estatbs  Bill.]  Earl  Gref 
gave  notice  that  he  would  on  Thursday 
move  thfe  second  reading  of  the  Freehold 
Estates  Bill.  He  was  very  desirous  that 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  who  usually  sat 
on  the  woolsack  should  be  present  at  .the 
second  reading  of  this  Bill,  and  he  waa- 
not  without  hopes  that  the  noble  and' 
learned  lord  would  be  able  to  attend  on' 
the  day  which  he  had  named :  but  consi* 
dering  that  this  Bill  had  twice  passed  the^ 
other  House — the  first  time  by  a  great 
majority,  the  second  time  without  %.nf 
opposition  to  it — ^^|nd  considering  also  the 
advanced  period  of  the  session,  he  could 
not  venture  to  defer  the  motion  for  the 
second  reading  beyond  Thursday.  If  the 
noble  and  learned  lord  could  not  then* 
attend,  there  would  be  others  to  state  the 
objections  to  the  Bill,  if  any  objectiona 
could  be  stated  to  a  measure  which  ap- 
peared to  be  founded  on  such  clear  and 
undoubted  principles  of  equity  and  justice. 

Lord  EUenhorough  expressed  his  hope' 
that  in  case  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
who  usually  sat  on  the  woolsack  could  not 
attend  on  Thursday,  the  noble  earl  would 
be  induced  still  farther  to  postpone  the 
motion,  for  no  man  was  better  acquainted 
with  the  law  of  real  property  than  that 
noble  and  learned    lord;  no  man  more 
capable  of  explaining  to  their  lordships 
the  fundamental  change  which  the  passing 
of  this   Bill,  would    introduce    into    the' 
system:  but  if  the  noble  earl  refused  to 
delay  it  farther,  and  the  noble  and  learned' 
lord  could  not  attend,  then  others  would 
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doobtless  state  the  reasom  why  it  *tp* 
peared  to  them  that  the  Bill  ought  not 
to  pass  into  a  law.  It  would  be  recol- 
lected that  the  noble  and  learned  lord  to 
whom  he  alluded^  had  in  former  sessions 
•tated  bis  objections  to  the  Bill,  and  their 
lordships  had  refused  to  pass  it. 

East  India  Ships  Registry  Bill.] 
Tiscoant  Torrington  said,  that  as  counsel 
could  not  be  heard  that  evening  on  the 
aecond  reading  of  this  Billi  as  was  intend- 
ed,  owing  to  ihe  indisposition  of  one  of 
iheiPf  he  would  not  object  to  the  Bill's 
being  now  read  a  second  time,  but  woald 
afterwards  move.  That  counsel  be  heard  on 
ihe  commitment  of  the  Bill  on  Tuesday 
next. 

Tlie  Earl  of  Buckhighamtkire  obserted, 
that  as  the  noble  lord  seemed  to  have  no 
objection  to  the  Bill  being  now  read,  and 
was  desirous  that  counsel,  under  the  cir- 
cumstance to  which  he  referred,  should 
\ft.  heard'  in  the  committee  on  Tuesday 
next,  he  would  not  object  to  the  proposed 
arrangement,  and  would  move  that  the 
Sill  be  now  read  a  second  time. 

The  Earl  of  Danaughmore  observed,  that 
tbe  proposition  of  a  measure  of  such  vast 
importance  to  the  trade,  the  shipping,  and 
navigation  of  the  country,  should  be  ac- 
companied by  some  statement  of  the 
grounds  on  which  it  was  brought  forward. 
A  statement  of  the  kind  had  been  given 
in  another  place ;  and  he  deemed  it  pro- 
per ihat  that  House  should  be  informed  of 
the  grounds  upon  which  so  questionable 
a  measure  was  brought  forward. 
.  The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  such 
WM  the  intention ;  but  as  it  had  been 
proposed  that  counsel  should  be  heard 
t)iat  day  before  the  second  reading,  it  was 
deemed  the  most  regular  time  to  make 
the  necessary  statement  of  the  grounds, 
aAer  the  counsel  were  heard.  It  now  ap- 
peared that,  from  the  indisposition  of  one 
oif  the  learned  gentlemen,  counsel  could 
not  be  beard  that  day;  and  it  seemed  the 
intention,  for  general  convenience,  that 
t|ie  discussion  should  not  take  place  till 
the  next  stage,  when  his  noble  friend,  or 
some  other  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  in 
that  House,  would  be  prepared  to  state 
the  grounds  of  the  proposed  measure. 

The  question  was.  then  put,  and  the  Bill 
was  read  a  second  time*  On  the  question 
fpr  iu  commitment, 

liord  Sfuiffield  said,  he  could  not  recon- 
cile it  to  himself  to  suffer  a  Bill  of  such  a 
natara  to  be  read  a  second  time  in  silence; 
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as  one  i^ore  mischievous  in  its  tendency, 
or  more  calculated  to  produce  iojarious 
consequences  to  the  vital  interests  of  tb« 
country,  he  never  knew. 

The  Bill  was  committed  for  Tuesday. 

Viscount  Sidmouih  communicated  to  the 
House  a  Message  from  bis  royal  bighness 
the  Prince  Regent,  announcing  his  Royal 
Highness's  intention  of  calling,  oat  the 
British  and  Irish  militia,  or  such  part 
thereof  as  might  be  judged  necessary. 
His  lordship  thereafter  moved  an  Address 
of  Thanks  in  return  to  the  Message,  in  the 
usual  form,  which  was  agreed  to  nem.  am* 

Foreign  Slave  Trade  BiluI  The 
Marquis  of  Lttnsdowne  moved,  that  the 
Report  of  the  Foreign  Slave-trade  Bill  be 
now  received. 

The  Earl  of  WeUmoreland  rose  to  state 
his  objections  to  the  Bill,  which  had  not 
been  at  all  removed  by  any  amendments 
which  had  been  introduced  since  the  sub- 
ject was  last  under  discussion.     His  lord*: 
ship  then  re-stated  the  objections  which 
he  had  before  urged  against  the  Bill,     He 
was  a  friend  to  the  principle  of  the  'Bill 
for  two  reasons ;  first,  because  it  was  but 
justice  to  our  own  West  India  proprietors 
and  planters,  that  every  exertion  should 
be  used  to  put  a  stop  in  other  quarters  to 
the  Slave-trade,  when  we  had  abolished 
it  as  far  as  concerned  our  own  colonies  ^ 
second,  because  it  was  proper  that  having 
passed  a  law  we  should  do  that  wbicfi  was 
necessary  to  give  effect  to  that  law.    The 
general  object  of  the  Bill  be  therefore  ap- 
proved ;  but  he  strongly  objected  to  some 
of  the  means  by  which  it  was  proposed 
to  carry  that  object  into  effect,  because, 
in  bis  opinion,  they  were  calculated  to 
entrap  the  innocent.    The  Bill  had  two 
objects ;  first,  to  prevent  the  lending  of 
British  capital    to    be   emploved  in  the 
Slave-trade;  second,  the  lending  British 
money  on  the  security  of  the  estates  io     ^ 
the  foreign  colonies ;  as  money  so  lent  oa 
mortgage    would   be,  in  all  probability, 
employed  in  this  traffic.    Now,  if  a  per- 
son had  already  taken  such  a  security,  he 
would,  on  the  passing  of  this  Bill,  be  lia- 
ble to  the  punishment,  if  he  rested  upoa 
that  securit}',  and  yet  it  might  be  impos- 
sible for  him  immediately  to  change  it. 
Then,  if  a  person  in  this  country  had  aa 
agent  or  partner  in  the  West  Indies  who 
lent  money  in  this  way,  he  might  be  ren- 
dered  liable*  at  least  to  trial  and  prosecu- 
tion  for  the  act  of  another^     Matters  of 
account,  the  most  innocent  transactioas 
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in  the  world  might  be  made  the  ground 
for  a  prosecQtbn  for  felony.  A  man 
might  entrap  another  to  lend  him  money« 
and  then  employ  that  money  in  the  Slave- 
trade  for  years.  Bat  if  he  could*  by  false 
testimony,  or  otherwise*  procure  the  con- 
viction of  the  lender  of  the  money*  he 
was*  under  this  Bill,  to  be  completely 
purged  of  his  crime's*  and  quit  of  the  debt. 
It  was  impossible  for  him  not  to  look  with 
alarm  at  such  a  provision.  The  principle 
of  legisFation,  as  he  understood  it*  ought  to 
be  '  at  poena  in  paocos*  metus  in  omnes 
perveniau'  It  could  not  be  said  of  this 
Bill*  that  the /Menu  would  fall  only  on  few* 
but  certainly  the  metus  would  fall  upon  all 
those  who  bad  properly  or  transactions  in 
the  West  Indies.  And  then  the  mode  of 
trial  was  objectionable.  A  person  residing 
here  might  be  sent  to  the  West  Indies  for 
trial,  or  if  tried  here*  he  must  procure  his 
witnesses  from  thence.  Persons  might  be 
tried*  too*  by  a  commission,  or  before  the 
jurisdictions  in  the  West  Indies*  and  on 
the  coast  of  Afriea ;  and  his  lordship 
stated,  that  three  men  had  lately  been 
tried  before  a  surgeon  at  Sierra  Leone* 
and  sent  to  this  country*  a  three* months 
Toy  age*  in  irons.  It  had  been  found  that 
these  men  had  not  committed  the  offence 
within  the  jurisdiction^  and  they  were  dis- 
charged.  Now*  his  objection  was  not  to 
the  punishment :  let  the  punishment  be 
what  it  would*  they  oo|;ht  only  to  punish 
the  guilty  ;  and  his  objection  to  this  Bill 
was*  that  it  was  a  snare  for  the  innocent. 
The  noble  marquis*  and  the  other  lords 
on  the  opposite  side*  were  all  alive  when* 
in  consequence  of  certain  riots*  it  was 
proposed  to  extend  the  penal  laws.  The 
most  rigorous  investigation  was  called  for. 
A  noble  friend  of  his  (viscount  Sidmouth) 
brought  down  the  green  bag  in  form*  and 
the  matter  underwent  the  most  anxious 
inquiry :  but  here  was  a  severe  penal  law 
about  to  pass  in  the  most  crude  and  im- 
perfect state.  He  understood  that  some 
farther  amendments  were  to  be  proposed* 
however;  and  not  wishing  to  object  to 
the  principle  of  the  Bill*  he  should  only 
move*  That  the  Report  be  taken  into  fur- 
ther consideration  that  day  se'nnight 

The  Marquis  of  Lanadawne  could  not 
agree  to  that  proposition.  All  the  amend- 
ments might  be  made  now ;  and  he  him- 
self intended  to  propose  some  amend- 
ments :  one  was*  that  the  felony*  with  its 
consequences,  should  be  left  out*  and 
that  the  offence  should  be  punished  as  a 
misdemeanor,  by  transportion  for  seven 
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years.  He  had  likewise  introduced  the 
words '  knowingly  and  wilfully*  in  several 
places,  so  as  to  guard  the  innocent*  tho 
knowledge  and  intention  being  necessary 
to  constitute  the  offence.  Ai  to  the 
green  bag*  he  had  no  green  bag  to  htint 
down  for  sach  a  purpose.  He  admitted^ 
that  on  the  occasion  alluded  to,  he  was 
anxious  that  every  investigation  should  be 
made  in  order  to  show  the  clearest  neces* 
sity  before  enacting  several  penal  laws. 
He  did  not  recollect  that  he  had  t|ie  noble 
earl's  assistance  on  that  occasion.  It  had 
been  said  of  an  eminent  historian*  that  hfs 
humanity  never  slept  except  when  Chris« 
tians  were  persecuted.  He  trusted  ft 
could  not  be  said  with  justice  of  any  no* 
ble  lord  in  that  House>  that  his  humanity 
never  slepjt  when  slave-traders*  were  to  be 
punished.  But  he  admitted  that  the  ne* 
I  cessity  must  be  clear*  and  in  the  present 
instance  it  was  notoriously  so.  In  the 
last  four  years*  4*000  slaves  had  been  cap* 
tored*  which  proved  the  great  extent  tp 
which  the  trade  was  carried  on. 

The  Earl  of  Wetimorekmd  said*  bis  ob« 
jection  to  the  Bill  was  not  afiected  by  the 
alteration.  He  was  still  apprehensive  that 
innocent  persons  might  suffer. 

JBarl  Siemhope  said*  he  had  never  seen  a 
bill  more  inaccurately  penned^,  and  he 
thought  the  best  way  would  be  for  his 
noble  friend  to  prepare  it  according  to 
his  own  wishes*  and  then  move  tliat  it 
should  be  printed. 

Lord  Ellenhorough  said*  that  when  this 
Bill  first  met  his  eye*  it  was  much  more 
defective  in  mercy  and  in  sense  than  any 
bill  which  he  had  ever  known.  Parlia* 
ment  ought  not  to  be  disgrace^  by  such  a 
bill.  Because  he  might  wish  to  protect 
the  black  man*  he  would  not  therefore 
subject  the  white  man  to  indefinite  prose- 
cution and  punishment.  He  doubted  whe- 
ther it  would  not  be  fitter  to  reject  at  once 
such  a  crude  bill  as  the  present*  as  the 
labour  of  reducing  it  to  any  thing  like  a 
proper  ihape  would  be  incalculable.  The 
Bill  not  oti\y  advanced  at  once  to  trans- 
portation for  fourteen  years*  but  several 
things  were  made  punishable  in  this  way 
which  wer^  not  crimes  at  all.  For  in- 
stance* during  the  last  war*  several  islands 
had  surrendered  to  his  Majesty's  arms, 
and  from  this  it  might  happen  that  the 
same  person  held  estates  in  the  islands  of 
Jamaica  and  St.  Thomas.  Now*  suppos- 
ing him  to  convey  slaves  from  his  estate 
in  St.  Thomas  to  strengthen  the  hands 
on  his  estate  in  Jamaica*  by  the  preieai 

(81) 


aSlJ    HOUSE  Of  COMMONS. 

Bill  ihtt  would  subject  hioi  to  th/e  penalty 
of  transportation  for  fourteen  years. 
There  was  no  excuse  for  fringing  such 
miserable  and  clumsy  performances  be- 
fore Parliament.  While  the  Bill  subjected 
men  to.  the  punishment  of  transportation 
for  transactions  which  were  perfectly  in- 
nocent, a  man  might  be  exempted  from  its 
operations  who  was  cpvered  with  the  sin 
of  the  Slave-trade  from  the  crown  of  the 
bead  to  the  sole  of  the  foot  When  men 
set  themselves  up  for  legislators,  they 
ought  not  to  act  under  the  influence  of 
iblind  passion. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  approved  of  the 
principle  of  the  Bill.  It  was  an  act  of 
justice  to  the  person  who  framed  the  Bill, 
to  state  that  he  ^as  himself  a  West  India 

Eroprietor,  and  poold  not  be  supposed  to 
e  actuated  by  any  of  the  wild  ideas 
which  were  entertained  by  some  men  on 
this  subject. 

Lord  Bcde$dale  objected  to  some  of  the 
jClauses.  , 

Lord  BiknhorQugh  thought,  if  they  al- 
lowed this  Bill  to  struggle  into  life,  it 
would  afford  an  encourafl;ement  to  send  up 
bills  without  the  ordinary  members  and 
limbs— without  either  sense  or  compo^ 
lion.  He  was  afraid  they  would  never  be 
able  to  put  down  the  Slave-trade,  so  long 
as  the  condition  of  slavery  was  allpwed  to 
apbsist— the  chasms  of  the  black  popula- 
tion would  always  continue  to  be  supplied 
in  some  way  or  other  wl^ich  the  law  could 
so^  reach.  But  still  that'  ought  not  to  in- 
duce them  to  forego  the  discharge  of 
their  duties.  The  ofiehce  was  contrary  to 
ibe  law  of  God  ;  and  it  was  their  duty  to 
endeavour,  in  every  proper  way,  to  pre-^ 
Tent  its  commission. 

After  some  farther  observations  from 
the  marquis  of  Lansdowne,  the  earl  of 
Jtosslyn,  lord  Liverpool,  and  lord  Stan- 
hope, the  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  recom* 
mitud  on  Wednesday. 
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JWdby,  June  19. 

Cbapbl  Exemption  Bilu]  The  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  moved  the  order 
of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
Chapel  Exemption  Bill. 

Sir  W,  Scott  rose  to  give  his  decided 
.opposition  to  this  Bill.  It  was  unnecessary 
for  him  to  preface  his  observations  by  re- 
ferring to  the  enormous  increase  of  secta- 
rians of  late  years  in  this  kingdom ; — th^re 
was  not  a  tof^n,  >  yillag|ej  or  hardly  a 


street  in  which  they  had  not  erected   » 
chapel;    and  the  consideration   of   their 
exemption  from  parochial  assessment  be- 
came a  matter  of  .no  small  importance. 
The  ground  on  which  the  present  Bill  was 
now  introduced,  was  not  built  upon  any 
alleged  grievance  on  the  part  of  those 
dissenters;   it  was  not  accompanied   by 
any  claims  for  a  relief  from  hardship  :   he 
was  therefore  entitled  to  assume  that  no 
case  of  complaint  existed,  and  that  the 
plain  object  in  view  was  an  exemption 
from  tax.    Now,  he  knew  no  places  of 
worship  which  were  exempt  from  paro- 
chial rate,  except  chapels  of  ease,  placea 
of   worship,  from  which    no    pecuniary 
stipend  was  drawn,  and  the-  chapels  of 
foreign    ambassadors;    all    others    were 
rateable,  because  they  belonged  to  pro- 
prietorships, who  derived  emolument  from 
them,  and   thereby  laid   them  open  to 
ordinary  burthens.    Unless  this  subject 
was  taken  up  gratuitously  by  his  right 
hon.  friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer,  he  mus^  suppose  he  had  been  insti* 
gated  by  the  influence  of  those  religious 
people  for    whom    the    exemption    was 
sought.    Kow,  they  came  forward  with 
no  cause  of  oppression  or  injustice ;  and 
on  what  grounds  of  ^expedience  were  tbf 
arguments  built,  which  were  to  create  this 
innovation  in  the  law  of  the  land  ?   Why^ 
that  the  Bill  would  produce  conciliauoo 
through  various  classes  of  the  community 
belonging  to  the  churches  of  England  and 
Scotland.    But,  it  appeared  there  was  np 
want  of  baripony  and  cordiality  between 
these  bodies,  therefore  no  bonus  of  con- 
ciliation vfras  required ;  and  his  right  boo. 
friend  had  sallied  forth  on  a  diplomatic 
expedition,  to  effect  a  pacification  betveeo 
two  bodies,  who  v^rere  already  in  profound 
peace.    But  the  plain  fact,  in  his  opinion, 
was,  that  the  parties  did  not  90  much  seel^ 
to  take  the  burthen  of  rates  from  them- 
selves, as  to  throw  it  upon  the  backs  of 
others.    The  increase  of  population  ren- 
dered it  necessary  that  those  rates  should 
be  equally  borne  by  all,  and  the  conse- 
quence 01  any  partial  exemption  would 
be,  that  a  few  would  not  only  escape  free^ 
but  that  their  share  would  be  an  addi* 
lional  load  upon  others,  w  hoc  perhaps  wera 
already  sufficiently  encumbered.    He  de^ 
nied  that  any  argument  of  toleration  could 
be  drawn  froio  this   subject.    No  aaaxi 
valued  this  principle  higher  than  hp  did« , 
but  he  understood  its  acknowledged  inter- 
pretation was  this-^hat  every  man  might 
e^^ercis^  whaleTer  fora  of  rdigtous  bofief 
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he  pleased,  btif  tbat  he  tiiost  eontribot^ 
his  \egk\  pr6portioii  toWardv'  the  ttain* 
tenance  of  the  church  established  by  law. 
The  Bill  before  them  Went  directty  ligafibst 
this  maxim,  and  claimed  exclosive  exemp- 
tfoh.  Whatev'^i'  spirit  of  concilisffion'  was 
meant  by  its  introduction,  would,  he  was 
sure,  be  found  as  nugatory  as  K  was  onne- 
c^sss^ry,  froth  the  circumstance  of  the 
non-exibtefrice  of  any  divisioA.  Itf  would 
be  a  mere  peace-of!bifing  to  carpeAt^rs, 
ohasonr,  arid  others,  virhb,  however  uiseful 
in  their  proper  stations,  were  certaMy  hot 
entitled  to  any  special  grace;  and  th^ 
only  effect  it  would  produce  was,  to  hdd 
dut  an  encouragement  to  commercial  spe- 
culations in  religion,  which  had,  from  their 
universality,  become  too  coiidocive  to  pur- 
poses of  fanaticism.  Need'  he  give  any 
Other  proof  of  this  species  of  mischief^ 
than  the  profanation  which  was  practised 
in  private  chapels  by  individuals,  such  as 
Joanna  l^uthcott,  and  others.  It  was  cer- 
tainly one  thing  to  avoid  repressing  super- 
stition of  this  kind ;  but  it  was  another  to 
etiable  it,  not  only  to  pass  without  ex- 
pehsei  but  to  throw  the  weight  upon  the 
shoulders  of  the  people  who  happened  to 
live  in  the  same  district.  The  right  hon. 
and  learned  gentlerrian  then  stated  the  law 
lipon  the^  exemption  of  places  of  worship 
from  parochial  rates.  Thi^  exemption  was 
fbunded  upon  the  principle,  that  they  were 
Xidt  places  of  profit.  He  concluded  by 
^xpres^rng  his  determination  to  take  the 
sense  of  the  House  upon' the  BiH,  and  ac« 
(fbrdingfy  moved,  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
tblrd  time  this  day  three  months. 

The  Chmedl&r  cf  the  Exchequer  never 
bisfbre'  heard  the  objecftions  to  this  Bill 
propounded  in  so  strong  and  eloquent  a 
Aape  aa  they  had  just  been,  by  his  right 
bon.  atid  learned  friend.  It  had  been 
,  argue'd,  that  if  those  chapels  were'  exempt, 
aw  additional  burthen  would  be  imposed 
u\)bn  th^  other  classes  of  the  community'. 
I7ow^  he  derded  that  thrt  would  be  the  ca^e ; 
but  even  if  it  were,  the  House  could  easily 
suppose^  how  insignificant  the  onus  of  that 
burthen  Woufdbe,  when  heinformed  them 
that  the  amouht  of  the  chape f,rate  at  present 
levied  in  London,  did  not  exceed  4^ ;  so 
that,  instead  of  shifting  the  rate,  it  would 
femain  where  it  already  existed.  He  con- 
curred in  the  principTes  of  toleration,  as 
laid  dowii  by  his  right  hon.  and  learned 
friend ;  and  he  would  also  admit  that  when- 
ever' private  chapels  became  convertible 
16  purposes  of  profit,  they  were  open  to 
Cfae  aasesanteni  of  nles*    Where  this  was 


not  the  case,  h^  thought  It  a  great  hard- 
ship that  any  obubt  tho^ld  prevail  tipon 
their  liability  to  be  taxed.  Thoise  cha. 
pels  Were  extremely  dsefol  to  the  com- 
munity Mn  the  propagation  of -rertgious^ 
ftfith;  ihef  \*ere  particularly  necessary 
in  large  parishes,  f^here,  without  thefir  aid, 
a  great  portion  df  itii  inhabitants  coold 
have  no  means  of  being  siccoinmodated  in 
places  of  reKgioua^worship';  for  instance, 
irr  St  Mary-l(g-bone,  where  there  was  8 
population  of  70,000,  and  in  St.  Pancras, 
one  <of  60,000.  Unless  a  measure  of 
this  kind  were'  parsed,  explanatory  of  ther 
law,  in  his  opinion,  an  endless  scene  of 
petty  litigation  would  be  found  to  exist  ia 
bodies  which'othetwise  would  be  at  peace. 

Mr.  Banker  said,  that  \(  the  ^hdle  rate 
of  those  chapels  only*  sTmounfed'  to  4f., 
where  was  the  necessity  of  this  Bill  of 
cfxemptiou?  Oh  what  pretence  dhght  d 
person  who  ha«  no  right  to  complain;  to  be 
relieved  frdm  any  burthen,  and  to  lay  ii 
on  others?  It  was  an  injustice  to  persons 
who  had  come  into  a  parish,  und\er  the 
idea  that  they' had  rid'  other  taxes  to  pay 
th^h  those  already  established.  A  man 
who  had  built  a  chapel  as  a  means  of  profit 
itf  be  deriv^  from  some  sort  of  religionif 
warship,  had  no  more  right  to  be  relieved 
from  taxation  than  the  owner  of  an  auction- 
room  or  any  other  place  of  buiiiiess.  Htf 
was  not  ashamed  to  say,  that  he  would 
object  to  equalising  every  species  of 
worship,  and  putting  it  uponf  a  footing  with 
that  of  the  Established  Church— ^principle 
which  had  never  yet  been  recognised. 

Mr.  BuUertoortk  regretted  tbat  the  right 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  opposite  bad 
indulged  in  the  application  or  unmerited 
epithets  to  a  set  of  men,  who  wercf  every 
way  as  useful,  enlightened,  atid  loyal,  atf 
any  in  the  Established  Church. 

sir  W.  Scoit,  across  the  table,  disia^owed 
any  such  imputations. 

Mr.  Buitertoorth  resumed,  and  said,  the 
Bill  had  emaAttied^firom  a  spirit  of  conci- 
liation i  and  he  regretted  tbat  itt  its  last 
stage,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 'Aould 
have  come  down  with  the  force  of  hia 
opposition.  Had  he  (Mr.  F.)  anticipated 
this,  he  would  have  been  prepaned  to 
show,  by  the  presentation  of  petitions, 
that  numerous  hardships  and  grievancea 
did  exist,  which  loudly  called  for  redress. 
The  late  Mr.  Perceval  was  of  the  same 
opinion,  and  at  the  moment  of  bis  lamented 
assassination,  was  contemplating  a  mea- 
sure like  the  present,  which  he  had  only 
deferred   unut  another  ilialtef  ef  stilS 
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greater  iaportence,  then  pending,  was 
decided  by  Parliament.  As  to  the  ipeco* 
lationi  of  carpenters,  maaons,  and  others, 
lie  thoogbt  tbey  woold  ratber  be  found  in 
the  Cbarch  of  England  tban  among  tbose 
societies  in  qoestien ;  and  be  was  also  of 
opinion,  that  tbe  rigbt  bon.  gentleman 
nigbt  bave  spared  casting  tbe  allasion  of 
Joanna  Sootboott  upon  persons  who  de- 
spised sucb  fabaticism  as  mocb  as  be  did 
bimself.  It  would  be  ratber  eztraordi* 
nary,  and  not  a  little  illiberal,  if  be  (Mr. 
Bouerwortb)  were  to  draw  an.argoment 
ngainst  tbe  Establisbed  Cborcb,  from  tbe 
fact  of  one  of  its  clergymen  baviog  been 
banged  at  tbe  Old  Bailey ;  and  yet,  wbat 
difierence  woold  tbere  be  between  tbe  two 
observations?  Tbe  bon.  gentleman  tben 
explained  tbe  nature  of  tbose  cbapels  for 
wbicb  exemption  was  claimed,  tbe  great 
benefiu  tbey  conferred,  and  tbe  education 
tbey  distributedi  and  concluded  by  stat- 
ing, tbat  tbe  most  miscbioTous  litigation 
would  follow  tbe  rejection  of  tbis  BuL 

Sir  W*  Scoii  explained,  and  boped  tbat 
tbe  bon.  sentleman  would  not  let  bis  reli- 
gious zeal  get  the  better  of  bis  judgment. 

Sir  J.  NkhoU  observed,  tbat  tbe  case 
Irad  already  been  submitted  to  legal  ad- 
judication. It  bad  been  adjudged,  tbat  all 
places  set  apart  for  religious  worship, 
where  no  profiu  were  made,  were  not 
Tateable.  It  has  also  been  adjudged, 
tbat  places  set  apart  for  education,  where 
profits  were  not  made,  were  not  rate* 
able.  As  far,  therefore,  as  respected  both 
of  tbose  descriptions  of  property,  the 
Act  was  quite  unnecessary.  When  pro- 
fits, however,  were  made  by  tbe  letting 
out  of  pews,  he  could  not  see  upon  what 
principle  such  property  was  to  be  ex- 
empted from  tbe  common  burthens.  It 
was  perfectly  notorious  that  many  build- 
ings were  erected  for  places  of  worship 
purely  on  speculation.  It  was  equally 
notortoos  that  many  of  these  speculations 
torn  out  very  profitable ;  and  he  could  see 
no  reason  why,  in  that  case,  they  should 
be  exempt  from  the  common  burthens. 
He  thought  that  it  was  straining  the 
meaning  of  the  word '  toleration'  very  far, 
to  call  it  a  persecution  if  tbey  were  not 
exempted. 

Mr.  WtthereU  thought  tbat,  ufion  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  those  cbapels  ought 
to  be  exempted  from  all  other  rates  as 
well  as  parochial  rates.  He  conceited 
that  it  was  perfectly  ridiculous  to  maintain 
tbe  question  on  the  ground  of  toleration. 
For  whom  was  this  toleratioa  claimed  ? 
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Was  it  for  tbe  plumbers^  tbe  masons,  the 
carpenters,  and  tbe  bricklayers,  who  sob- 
scribed  labour  in  their  difierent  ways,  for 
tbe  purpose  of  building  a  chapel  as  a  pro* 
fiuble  speculation  ?  The  clergymen  who 
preached  in  tbose  chapels  would  not  be  a 
bit  tbe  better  for  tbe  exemption  contended 
for;  neither  would  the  people  who  at- 
tended tbe  chapels  be  at  all  benefited. 
Tbe  advantages  of  tbe  exemption  would 
be  confined  to  the  speculators  who  built 
tbose  cbapels,  as  it  would  so  far  diminish 
their  out-goings.  At  present,  as  the  law 
now  stood,  this  description  of  property- 
was,  like  all  others,  subject  to  transfer  and 
mortgages.  Tbe  Court  of  Chancery,  in 
many  instances,  sent  in  receivers  to  take 
tbe  profit  of  tbe  pews.  He  could,  there- 
fore, see  no  manner  of  reason  why  they 
should  be  'exempted  from  tbe  burthens 
tbat  all  other  descriptions  of  property 
were  subject  to. 

Mr.  Pmheroe  ex)>ressed  bis  astonish- 
ment at  tbe  sudden  and  combined  oppo- 
sition now  made  to  tbe  measure.  He 
thought  the  bon.  general  (Thornton)  would 
have  stood  alone  in  his  opposition  to  it. 
The  explanations  of  the  right  bon.  the 
Chancellor  of  tbe  Exchequer  were  per- 
fectly satisfactory  to  his  mind,  and  ho 
trusted  the  House  would  feel  disposed  to 
second  his  liberal  and  enlightened  views. 
It  should  be  recollected  that  the  Dissenters 
contributed  very  much  to  tbe  support  of 
their  own  poor,  which  was  a  great  relief 
to  the  pariah  rates. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Brsi  denied  that  tbe  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  been  taken 
by  surprise  by  himself  and  the  other  gen- 
tlemen who  now  opposed  the  Bill.  He 
himself  bad  declared  that  be  would  op- 
pose it.  He  would  protect  the  interesU 
of  dissenting  ministers  as  readily  as  any 
man,  but  not  at»  tbe  expense  of  tbe  mi- 
nisters of  the  Established  Church.  Tbe 
Bill  was  now  so  altered  as  to  make  it  more 
objectionable  in  bu  mind  tban  it  was  at 
first,  by  tbe  totel  omission  of  whatever 
related  to  tbe  Church.  Tbe  clergymen 
of  the  Established  Church  would  be  .liable 
to  be  rated  for  tbe  rent  of  bis  pews,  while 
tbe  Dissenter,  who  bad  bis  conventicle 
opposite,  would  be  exempted.  Tbe  op* 
position  to  the  measure  had  been  charac* 
ierfsed  as  persecution.  He  was  no  advo- 
cate for  persecution.  If  tbe  clergy  of 
the  Established  Church  were  exempted 
from  parochial  texes,  and  tbe  Dissenters 
made  liable  to  them,  be  should  say  ihat 
this  was  persecution  I  but  as  the  matter 
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now  stoodyhe  could  consider  the  BtUonly 
af  a  fort  of  persecution  againBt  the  Esu- 
hlithed  Church.  Where  would  the  friends 
of  this  Bill  find  in  any  part  of  it  a  single 
cfause  which  rendered  sach  buildings  as 
were  erected  for  the  direct  purpose  of 
profit  liable  to  taxation?  The  measure 
exempted  them  altogether  from  every 
species  of  parochial  tax.  If  a  man  avowed 
that  he  cared  little  aboot  religion^  and 
that  he  had  built  such  a  place  for  the 
positive  purpose  of  lucre,  where  was  the 
clause  that  made  him  liable  to  be  taxed  ? 
This  Bill  was,  in  fact,  drawing  a  pretty 
sort  of  contrast  between  the  ministers  of 
the  Established  Church  and  those  of  Dis- 
senting  Congregations;-  for  whilst  the 
Church  of  England  was  left  to  pay  all  the 
poor-rates,  the  other  descriptions  of  wof* 
ship  were  lefl  free.  The  taxing  of  the 
Church  was  the  taxing  of  its  ministers. 
Why  was  not  the  letting  of  pews  in 
chapels  as  moch  an  object  of  taxation  as 
any  other  object  of  profit?  He  wished  the 
ministers  of  Dissenting  Congregations  to 
be  supported  better  than  tl^y  were,  but 
he  wished  the  Church  ministers  to  be  sop- 
ported  also,  many  of  whose  livings  did  not 
produce  above  200/.  a-year.  What  would 
be  said,  if  those  persons  came  to  the  House 
next  year,  and  observed,  "  We  are  op- 
pressed by  taxes  from  which  you  have 
exempted  the  Methodists ;  excuse  us  now, 
as  you  have  excused  them  !"  The  quan- 
tity of  property  io  be  exempted  by  this 
Bill,  would  make  the  burthens  of  others, 
already  as  much  as  they  could  bear,  be  in 
future  far  more  than  they  could  bear.  The 
learned  Serjeant  then  entered  into  a  com- 
parison between  the  profits  gained  by 
pew-letting  in  certain  chapels^  and  the 
manner  in  which  their  exemption  would 
operate  on  the  parishes,  and  coocloded 
with  giving  his  decided  opposition  to  the 
Bill. 

Mr.  W.  Smiih  thpught  the  character  of 
this. Bill  had  been  materially  over-stated ; 
for  it  did  not  appear  a  matter  of  much 
consequence  to  the  generality  of  the  Dis- 
senters, whatever  pecuniary  interest  might 
be  felt  in  its  adoption  by  the  speculatmg 
proprietors  who  built  chapels  with  a  view 
to  profit  by  letting  out  the  seats.  But  the  i 
fact  was,  that  many  of  these  speculators, 
who  were  generally  carpenters,  brick- 
layers, and  plumben,  were  members  of 
the  Church  of  England,  who  erected  cha» 
pels  from  a  motive  which  certainly  did 
not  entitle  them  to  the  proposed  exemp- 
tion.   The  supplementary  chapels^  how- 


ever, which  served  as  chapels  of  ease  for 
the  Established  Church,  ought  to  enjoy 
the  benefit  of  this  exemption,  as  should 
those  Dissenting  Chapels  which  were  con- . 
strncted  solely  with  a  view  to  the  public 
worship  of  God;  and  it  was  impossible  that 
the  liberal  part  of  the  Protestant  commu* 
nity  would  feel  any  jealousy  against  such 
exemption.  But  the  principle  of  such 
exemption  was  already  recognised  by  the 
Legislature,  which  released  Dissentin^^ 
Clergymen  from  serving  in  the  Militia* 
Whatever  the  fate  of  the  Bill  might  be,  it 
was  impossible  to  mistake  the  tolerant  spirit 
of  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  with  whom  it  originated,  while' 
the ''toleration  under  certain  limiu,''truly, 
of  the  gentlemen  by  whom  it  was  opposed* 
was  pretty  much  the  s^me  as  that  which 
might  be  professed  by  Ferdinand  the  7th» 
With  respect  to  the  apprehension  of  the 
learned  Serjeant,  that  the  adoption  of  this 
Bill  might  create  irriution,  •  he  rather 
thought  that  its  rejection  would  not  pro- 
duce conciliation.  It  was  notorious  that 
Dissenters  liberally  contributed  to  the 
maintenance  of  the  Lecturers  of  the  Esta- 
blished Church-^contributed,  indeed,  a 
hundred-fold  more  than  the  amount  of 
pecuniary  exemption  which  this  Bill  was. 
calculated  to  produce :  and  would  it  then 
be  wise  to  offend  a  body  so  liberal  ? 

Mr.  Baring  supported  the  Bill,  observ- 
ing, that  as  it  provided  that  no  Chapel 
should  be  entitled  to  the  proposed  exemp- 
tion which  did  not  afibrd  one^fifth  of  its 
pews  gratis,  it  followed,  that  no  mercenary 
speculator  could  avail  himself  of  it,  be- 
cause he  must  lose  more  in  establishing 
his  title  than  he  could  gain 'by  the  ex- 
emption from  the  poor-rates;  therefore 
such  speculators  could  not  be  profited  by 
the  measure,  while  its  enactment  would 
serve  not  only  to  rec<^ise  the  great  prin- 
ciple of  toleration,  botto  prevent  parochial 
animosities  and  bickerings  in  those  places' 
where  Dissenting  meeting- houses  were  esta- 
blished; and  the  number  of  such  esta- 
blishments was  one  of  the  best  signs  of  the 
times^  for  it  proved  the  progressive  ad« 
vancement  of  religibus  worship. 

Upon  a  division  the  numbers  were,  for 
the  Amendment,  41 ;  Against  it,  22.  Ma- 
jority 19  against  the  Bill,  which  of  course 
was  lost. 

Pbincb  Rsgbmt's  Mcssagb  rxspxctiko 

THX  EMBOBYIMO  OF  THB  MiLlTlA.]      Lord 

Castlereagh  presented  the  following  Mes^i 
sage  from  the* Prince  Regent :    . 


iS^   HOUSE  (H^  C^dMMONS, 

' ''  The  PKmt^  fiegettt;  ictitkg  ii|  tHif 
^  n^tiid  dnd  (m  ttttf  behalf  6f  ttis  Miljiftsty, 
tfiinks  propter  to  srcqfotfiiii  thv  H6tt)i«  of 
dbmmons,  tbat,  rn'  punuante  cif  an  Aift 
|5as9ed  in  thid  rf^sifidh'  bf  I^ailiaMiettf,  tb' 
authofiz^.  ander^  pr^Mnt  erfetimstshteM; 
tfre  drawing  odt  dt)d  eA1bbdyiV)g  t!h^'  BH** 
tfsh  aind  Irinb  Itfilli^as;  dr  am/parttbtfreof, 
if  iff  tli^  ititenttod  of  hia  Koyaf  Hi^nesa, 
flfH  this  imp'br^ant  conjui^'cttn^,  to  cdu^€  tbe 
aald  British  atid  Irifth  Mifitiatf,  ot  lOCh 
|ffl[rC8  th'eredf  as  he  ahallt'hink  necessary, 
to  be  drawn  ocrt  and  c^nlbodled,  arid  td 
marcli  ai  occaliion'shal)  reqdire. 

'  Lord  daitrefedgh  ihtti  moved,  ^  That 
att  humble.  Add feM' be  presemed*  td  bh 
rby^l  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  to  re- 
tf^rn  his  Hoyal  Highness  thv  Thahks  of 
this  Hbuse  fbr  his' most  gtaeiou^  Meftsa^e, 
at)d  to  express  the  ^atisf&etidn  afforded  ns 
by  the  information  that  it  #a8*th^  ihten*' 
tiod  of  liitf  Royal  Highness  td  cadse  the 
Si-Hish  and  Irish  M^ilitia^;  dr  sticlr  parts 
thereof  as  his  Royal '  titghne^y  shall^  think* 
necessary,  to  be  calletl  ottt  ahd  embbdied 
alt  this  important  conjancture;'* 

Sir*  JoHti  Jfcivpori  doQbtt!d,  WhlKhdr'  it 
Viras  tirual  for  th^  Hdosij  td  Vote'  an  AV!« 
(iteis,  and  eapfeits  their  apprbbatloii  of 
the  Meftsdge  at'  the  «^m<^  time:  It  was 
proper'  that  an  opportunity  shooldf  be 
alluded  of  examining  into  ajnd  dettberat- 
I'ng  oif  the  subject  of  thb  Med9^gcf^  ahd  asT 
ihany  hon:  gentlemen  were  absent'  frtjO 
lAight  wish  to  ddivef  theif  cfpinidifs'on 
the  pb^er  tb  be  etertf^erf  by  tbte  Crotm, 
^  lie'  hoped  the'  noble  lord*  wool^f  riot  calf 
*  lipon  the  Hbdse  at  presc^nt  tb  i^ptes^  th^r* 
approbatioif  of  the  metestite. ' 

Lard' Caatlereagh  would  have  m/ Hesita* 
fion  in  deferring  the  conflTidenftiOti  of  the 
labjett,  if  ther-ewe1{^  really  atty'  point  fbt 
deliberation.  He  thb^'giit  it  pelrfectly  c^on- 
sistent,  in  CommanicsAiods'off  thif  natnref 
to  move  ao  Address  to  the^  Crownj,  and  td 
express  the  sAtisfactioh'of  the  House:  Tb& 
measure  which  the  CroWh  wa^  about  to' 
pursue  wa^  sanfctiohed  by  an  Act'  of  the^ 
House  in  the  present  sesalot/, 
*  The  ^cailer  said,  that  casetr  of  this  de- 
icription  ihust  be  got^ned  by  thdr'oWr^ 
parfioular  circuntsla/kc'ei;  There'  MfvA  n<y 
rigid  rule  on  such  subjects,  and  they'mtri^t 
be  regulated  just  as  honourable  members ' 
9)ight  form  their  opTniOnsT. 
'  ^  Sir  Jtihn  Newpoti  Wo\l1d'  rtof  have  ob* 
jectedto  a  mere  Address,  but  did  not  think 
it  correct  for  the  H6us(^^  witbotit  arty  tfe- 
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lilertltfoil,  td  e^pres!^  iMt  KpproVaffonr  6f 
the  n&anner  hi  Wtreh  a  poiArer  givM  by 
PaffiiMent  was  tb'  be'  exei'ci^d  by  the 

Mr.  JF.  Sihith  fht>«ghf  i«  Tiery  hftproper 
X6  tak^  fhe  fiPdds^  by  iurptise.  It  war 
ettyefrirefy  possible  tl^at  96i«re  oth^  minia- 
tes Mt^ht  Comd  down  with  arr  address  m 
mvch  strongei*  tf^rott ;  and^  therefore  the 
HOttseotwht  Aot  to  cdnirentf  tortfn  rmme* 
diatle  ^xpr^ssibnf  dP  theif  sfppi-obatiott. 
Many  hbif.  memb^rtf  who  gen^tMly-deli* 
▼ered  their  oprtlion  oH  tbi's  siibj^ct',  might 
tb'iilk  it  unnecessary  td  call  out  afnd  em- 
body any  militifa/  at  tbiv  time. 

Mr.  IHarittg  Was'  of  opinion,  that  an 
answer  to  tbe  Message  ooght  not  to  be 
given  hUtantef,  because  it'  came  vpon  the 
House  by  surpf is^.  If  tbe'precedent  were 
now  to  bef  made,  any  mini^tet  might  bring 
down  a  i^nffdurticatlon  ta  a  thid  %ose» 
Whelk  it  would'  be*  t^ry  improper  to  gire 
'  an  immediate  ailirwei'. 

£ord  CdMfiftlrc^A  cb»letid^d,  that  it  had 
be^rf  fVet]uehtly  the;  ^radtf^e'  t6  return 
immediate  addtebses  to  coitfnfunfeatfons 
ftbm  the  Crown;  sfnd,  cortsfdenng  the 
pretof ng  exigency  of  the  preseolt  riioment^ 
I  and  that  the'  powei'  tb  be  exercised  Was  in. 
pursuance  of  arHill  paisisd  in  the  present 
session,  he  did  not  see  atiy  adTiiiit^;e  to 
be  gaided  by  deltty*. 

Tfacr  Address^  w*as  tU^h  a^eed  to. 

MofiNV  BftcT  6ti  ihtf  riibtfon  for  tbe 
tbhtl  reading  of  the  Mtitiny'  Kll, 

MT'Mukrters  SiAMi  tfkiA,  ttlat  general 
CoWelf;  the  father  af  ^sigif  Co^irell,  had 
thfl  rfiOrhin^  calied  upon  hfin,  in  cbnse- 
quince  of  the'atatetoent  vW6h  he  Ifad  last 
nfght  nfadewitb  respect  td  e^^igtr  Cowell's 
case:    A  letteir  W^s  Written*  to-  Mm  by 
gieneVatTori-iBh*,  tesp^ctitig"  th^'proprriety 
of'  e^tidiinirrg  soidierif  arid  ndnKfOmmis-* 
sioned  officers  upon  the  Qourt-mariiaf  to 
try  eliifgn  Co'Welf,  ahtf'iif  hir  amwer  he 
stated  that  if  tiile  etfdientte  of  thosb  sofdiers 
and  non-cOtnftrilssfbnM    offivtiV's'  referred 
tb  cases  ufi'cbrinected  witii  the"  imfmediate 
sbbj^tt  of  the*  CouH-imaniSf,  stctf  evi- 
dence would  be  cl^ktly  irtrdi^v^ht,    and 
that'theexamitiatioh'of  subh  wMofessea,  as 
tbthe  character  of  ad'bfflder^wbofd  be  a 
▼fery  n(ovd  proceeidlng',  wMcH  reqfufred 
Cotishfcra^iOn.    THe  CourC-riiarthd,  how- 
ever, decided  agaimft  iht  adtnis^ibility  of 
itich  whn^^^e^.    This  statement  he'made 
for'thesatisfdciion  of  genera!  CoWeit;  and 
Whenever  be  shoald  happen;  through  in* 
ddVi^tebdy  of  ^kiviilfbrniaiioni  tb 
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luiy  ftateo^tni  io  ftbp^  Hoofte»  vbifi^  Riigfil 
bsippeo  to  Jbi^rt  tb«  fe/eliag^  ^  apy  on^  ^ 
of  doo;'^,  h^  sboi^lJ  JbifB  reiMly  to  correct  it. 

Mr.  W.  SanUh  i^i^,  (bUt  h9  und«f stoo^ 
the  pbject  9f  ^^inijijog  ^he  c^id^  u^ 
nonrCo;mnt8sioAje4  Q$cer9  on  ^he  trial  of 
ensign  Cow^U  wf^  ^o  pf^vie  the  t^o^IT 
of  that  officer  op  a^  oiQcawa  which  ren- 
dered tb^t  Talour  unque»iiooabl^,  and 
tacb  evidence  appeared  to  be  re|ef  f  n^  and 
neces9^y  upon  9  trial  in  which  th^(  pflfi- 
cer's  yalpqr  was  called  io  question. 

Sir  £.  Brjfffgfs  bad  ibe  fame  u^dei^fttaiid'* 
ing  upon  the  subjed. 

The  Bill  was  read  a  thic4  tioc>  iu>d 
passed. 
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lRi$n  Budget.]  Thp  Housf  bafiog 
resolved  iu^lf  ii^^o  a  comouUeo  of  Ways 
and  Means, 

Mr.  Vcuy  Fi^erqld  (th#  Chancellor  of 
the  Irish  £xcheqaer)  rose  and  spoke  Io 
the  following  effect : 

It  is  to-night,  Sir,  my  duty  to  sabmil  l9 
this  committee  the  amount  ^the  &jppiy« 
which  Ireland  is  required  to  provide  for 
the  service  of  this  year»  and  t|ie  Ways 
and  Means  by  which  I  propose  tp  make 
the  provision  which  is  oocassary ;    and  I 
cannot  lament  th^t  on    more  thaa  ons 
occasion  in  ibis  QoO^f^  pind   in  anolhor 
place,  whare  an  inquiry  ipm  the  stato  of 
the  Bnanpes  of  Ireland  was  gopo  into,  the 
attentiofi  of  gentlemen  has  boeA  lurned  id 
the  r^veni?e  of  tb#^  coantry  aftd  the  slato 
of  its  resources;  ufyca  so  »uch  of  what 
(qIso  it  W0HI4  bavf(  befu^  my  doty  to  ofier 
to  the  consideration   of   tbo  committee^ 
bas  b^en .  antfcip'iijed  by   those   discos* 
aioiis.     In  th^  statemtmt  which  I  have  to 
taring  before  you«  it  will  be  seen,  that  bow* 
^v^r  the  pressvce  of  tho  prenmt  moment 
mav  be  felt  by  Gnglan4>  howover  great 
aad  aoexampled  the  dmnwids  on  her  may 
be,  as  represented  by  my  right  hpn.  friend 
the  Cbanceilor  of  the  Eachsqoer  of  £ng* 
land  on  a  former  evening.  I  have,  standing 
)iere  on  the  p^t  of  Iraland*  a  ivxy  com* 
Daratively    more  ardaoos   to  discharge. 
Ireland  h^t  bieen  called  upon,  in  the  Last 
two  sessions  of  Parliamenl^  to  furnish  a 
aopply,  an^  con^^quent  ways  and  means 
^rger  than  have  ever  heoa  made  beibre. 
Taxes  have  been  laid  on  Io  an  extent 
nvbich.that  ^nntry^  I  fear*  was  liula  pre- 
pared to  expect;   ^nd  we  Mve  now  to 
provide   still   greater    supplies^  and  by 
imposta  ex^eo^ing  tbos^  of  the  preceding 
years,  great  as  were  the  exigencies  <^ 
tl^osa  times.    Uow  Ibe  present  charge  bad 


Jbfen  aggravated*  mx  ^k(^t  Jbon.  friend  Jias 
|i)i(^ciepuy  explajmed.  The  liquidation  cf 
tjbe  arrears  of  |he  lal^  war,  k^»»  indeed^ 
sw;elled  th^  cbarge  very  considerably 
bUfyxMnA  the  expepditone  pf .  any  smgl# 
year.  It  r.^m«ios  f^r  m4U  hoinrever,  to  pet^ 
form  my  duty.  I  trost  that  Ireland  will 
not  be  found  nnequai  to  the  difficalties 
of  her  situation ;  and  if,  in  the  extent  and 
magnitude  of  her  contribaiion  to  thf 
general  expcnditune  of  the  empire,  the 
sacn&ces  she  has  been  called  upon  to 
make  are  gr^at,  it  most  be  remember^cf^ 
that  .there  are  heavy  burtheai  which 
have  hither^  not  been  imposed  on  hex* 
tfaoogh.  every  other  part  of  iho  United 
Kingdom  cheerfully  endures  them.  Let 
us  not  forget,  too,  that  great  as  the  sacri- 
fices n»y  be  for  which  we  one  called  ' 
on  now«  or  which  m&y  he  repaired  here^ 
aft^r*  Ihey  are  the  price  that  Ireland  paya 
foK  her  peace  and  hr  her  sif  ength,  for  her 
security  ami  fiK  her  glory. 

The  right  boo*  gentleman  proceeded  to 
state,  that  be  Aoold  eobmit  to  the  com* 
mittea  a«  distinotly  as  he  could,  the  amoawt 
of  the  supply,  and  ^  .a  ways  and  means 
which  be  proposed  to  meet  it,  as  welt  as 
the  provision  fur  the  inlerest  of  that  loan, 
which*  coivioinily  with  the  British  loan-, 
had  been  contracted  for  in  this  teuntry> 
and  of  wbich  the  terms  had  already  re^ 
ceived  all  the  sMotion  which,  np  to  this 
time,  they   oonld   have    received.     Be 
should  first  state  the  estimated  qoota  of  oon^ 
tribiition  of  the  year  1815,  at  10,574,215Jl 
The  Inleresi  and  Sinking  Fond  on  the 
premnt  debt,  6,098,149/.  making  the  total 
supplies  .16,672,364/.    The  sute  of  the 
Consolidated  Fund  was,  balance  in  the 
Exchequer  on    the  5th   Janoary    18i5t, 
1,689,859/.,  remaining  of  the  Irish  Loan  of 
1814,  322,500/.;  remaining  of  the  Loan 
raised  in  Ensland  in   1814,   3,852,389/. 
making  a  total  of  5,864 J 65/.     But  from 
this  he  bad  to  deduct*  first,  the  arvears  of 
contfibution  for    1813,    1,794,580/.,    the 
same  for  1 614, 3,295,300/.  exclusive  of  ex- 
oeediags  of  Army  Extraordiparies  appii« 
cable  to    18 14,  and  suppb'ed  this  year; 
there  were  also  to  be  deducted  Ibe  prin- 
cipal of  OotsUnding  Treasury  Bills  and 
Lottery  Prices  282,240/.  and  ftir  Votes  of 
Parliament  which  remained  undischarged, 
appropriated  to  Inland  Navigations  and 
jPobiio    Buildings    in    Ireland,   57,438/. 
making  the  whole  arrea^  due  by  the  Con« 
•olidated  Fond,  5,175,358/. ;  leaving  a  net 
surplus  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  of  Ire* 
land  on  the  .5th  Janoary  lest,  of  686,807^ 
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HaTing  thas  stated  tbe  Supply »  he 
should  proceed  to  state  tbe  Wajs  and 
Means.  He  should  first  take  the  surplus 
of  the  Consolidated  Fund  as  made  out 

^OwTe,  at ,£688,807 

The   Pradoee  of'  tho-  Keftaaie  be 

ibould  eiHaate  St 6,100,000 

The  ProfiU  on  Lottorin,  oos  balf  of 

what  bad  been  oompated  for  Great 

Britain 125,000 

Ee-payment  of  Sams  adTsnced  by 

Ireland  for   Naval  and    Military 

Servioes 100,000 

S-l7khiof  Old  Naval  Storet,  lj-17tbs 

having  been  taken  credit  for  by 

England     -..--.--  90,305 

I,oan  raited  in  England  for  the  ler- 

vine  of  Ireland,  9,000,00Q<L  British     9,750,000 

Mahioga  Total  of  Wa/i  and  Meani  .^16,854,112 

He  stated  tbe  whole  of  tbe  above  in 
Irish  currency,  and  the  committee  would 
obsenre  that  there  was  an  excess  of  Ways 
find  Means  above  the  Supply  of  171,000/. 
He  came  now  to  the  charge  for  the  loan. 
It  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  trouble  tbe 
committee  with  any  explanation  of  tbe 
terms  upon  which  the  contract  bad  been 
made,  as  they  had  .already  been  stated  so 
satisfactorily  by  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Vansittart),  and  had  received  the  sanction 
of  tbe  House.  The  charge  for  Interest 
and  Sinking  Fund  combined,  was  at  the 
rate  of  7/.  9f.  2d.  per  cent,  for  money, 
being  a  total  annual  charge  of  727,350/. 
The  charge  for  the  Sinking  Fond  being 
but  one  per  cent,  instead  of  tbe  charge 
stated  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
of  England,  for  the  English  Loan,  as 
under  tbe  operation  of  that  Act,  wbich 
applied  the  stock  in  the  bands  of  the 
commiasioners  of  the  Sinking  Fond  as  a 
prorision  for  the  year,  he  (Mr.  Vansittart) 
was  obliged  to  attach  a  Sinking  Fond 
equal  to  pne-haif  of  the  interest  at  which 
be  bad  borrowed.— The  annual  charge 
created,  he  had  stated  at  727,S50/L 

He  had  now  to  detail  to  the  committee 
the  duties  and  taxes,  which  would,  he 
hoped,  be  more  than  sufficient  to  cover 
the  sum  required ;  and  it  was  satislactory 
to  think  that,  in  the  measures  wbich  Par- 
liament had  already  approved,  and  in 
those  which  were  in  progress  through  tbe 
House,  a  great  deal  had  already  been  or 
would  be  provided.  He  should  take  a 
abort  review  of  those  measures  of  taxation 
which  the  House  had  already  acceded  to, 
and  stata,  as  fairly  as  he  could,  tbe  esti- 
matad  produce  of  each.  He  should  be 
happy»  in  case  he  did  not  convey  himself 
distinctly^  to  offer  every  explanation  in 
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bis  power  to  any  gentleman  who  might 
do  him  the  honour  to  attend  to  him  ;  and 
it  was  some  satisfaction  to  him  to  reflect, 
that  in  recapitulating  to  the  House  the 
measures  which  he  had  in  this  session  pro* 
posed,  he  had  not  to  refer  to  one  which 
had  either  within  or  without  doors,  met 
with  any  opposition..    It  was  some  con- 
solation that  in  the  dTiscbarge  of  such   a 
duty,  his  country  had  given  him  the  credit 
of  doing  his  best.     One  extensive  branch 
of  the  internal  duties  in  Ireland  bad  been 
this    year  augmented    considerably— he 
meant  the  Assessed  Taxes;  a  great  in- 
crease had  taken  place  in  the  year  1813, 
on  an  average  25  per  cent,  on  the  assess- 
ment at  that  time,  and  the  produce  had 
been  more  than  equivalent  to  the  esti- 
mate then  made.    Parliament  had  already, 
in  the  present  session,  givep  its  sanction 
to  an  Act,  by  which  all  our  existing  As- 
sessed Taxes  were  equalized  with   those 
of  Great  Britain.      He    mentioned    our 
existing  taxes,  as  it  would   be  borne  in 
mind  that  we  bad  not  hi  Ireland  the  in- 
habited house  duty,  as  in  this  part  of  the 
United  Kingdom.     Gentlemen  might  ob- 
serve, in  the  financial  accounta,  the  pro- 
duce of  a  bouse  duty;  it  was,  however^  a 
different   impost,  afiecting  houses  of   a 
class  inferior  to   those  which    were  as- 
sessed to  the  window  and  hearth  tax ;  and 
the  apparent  diminution  of  its  produce  in 
the  last  year,  was  owing  to  an  exemption 
wbich  he  had  recommended  to  Psriiament 
in  favour  of  persons  who  paid  a  lets  rent 
than  to/,  per  annum,  on  whom  the  duty 
had  heavily  and  unequally  pressed.    That 
those,   however,    who   were  not  locally 
acquaintad  with   Ireland  might   not  go 
away  with  a  wrong  impression,  he  took 
leave  to  state  that  we  bad  in  Ireland  tbe 
hearth-money  tax,  to  which  this  part  of 
the  empire  was  not  subjected.     This  was 
a  part  of  the  ancient  hereditary  revenue 
of  tbe  Crown  in  Ireland.    In  the  year 
1812  the  Assessed  Taxes    bad    yielded 
354,000/.;  in  tbe  last  year  the  produce 
was  539,000/: ;  and  from  the  equalisation 
which  he  had  stated,  he  expected  zn  in* 
creased  produce  of  1 80,000t 

The  next  branch  of  revenue  to  wbich 
he  would  advert  was  that  of  Stamps.  He 
had  introduced  into  that  House  bills  both 
of  duty  and  of  regulation,  and  he  con- 
fessed that  he  looked  with  sangnine  anti* 
cipation  to  the  remit  of  both.  One  mea- 
sure he  thought  it  right  to  remind  the 
committee  would  alter  the  apparent  stnte* 
ment  of  the  Stamp  revenue.    He  sJladed 
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%»  the  tramTer  which  bad  been  mftde  in 
the  present  sessioD  of  ell. Excise  Licences 
which  had  been  issaed  under  the  Stamp 
department^  and  were  now  placed  under 
ihe  exclusive  roanagement  of  the  Com- 
iDissioners  of  Excise.  The  great  object 
of  that  arrangement  was  not  only  to  con* 
fine  the  responsibility  to  one  department, 
but  to  trust  the  collection  of  those  duties 
(he  alluded  to  licences)  to  the  Exctscj  in 
whose  officers  the  control  could  be  more 
effectually  vested ;  the  apparent  result 
would  be  a  dimnnition  of  the  Stamp  re- 
ceiptSf  and  an  increase  in  the  same  pro- 
portion (he  hoped,  indeed,  in  a  greater  pro- 
portion)  of  the  Excise^  to  which  they  were 
transferred.  The  committee  were  aware, 
that  under  some  heads  the  existing  rate  of 
our  Stamp-duty  was  the  same  as  the  Bri- 
tish ;  and  though  he  bad  not  attempted  to 
raise  them  all  in  the  scale  of  the  last 
schedule  which  had  been  brought  forward 
by  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Vansittart), 
yet  the  augmentation,  under  various  com- 
prehensive heads,  had  been  very  conside- 
rable,  indeed*  He  believed  that,  without" 
looking  to  ^he  result  of  regulations  under 
th«  new  Acts,^  he  idight  fairly  take  the  in- 
crease from  the  additional  duties,  at 
45,000/. .  If  he  had  net  gone  farther,  it 
was  only  from  an  apprehension  that  he 
might  defeat  the  revenue^  instead  of  add 
to  it.  Not  only  on  that  principle,  but 
from  an  opinion  of  the  impolicy  of  swelling 
ihe  expense  of  legal  proceedings,  he  had 
avoided  any  interference  with  law  stamps ; 
but  persons  who  had  looked  into  the  Aots 
which  had  been  lately  carried  through, 
would  s^e,  that  great  pains  had  been  taken 
to  make  the  checks  more  efTectoal  in  the 
offices  of  courts  of  justice  than  they  had 
hitherto  been.  From  the  operation  of 
these  checks,  he  hoped,  for  a  very  good 
return;  and  he  repeated,  that  the  in- 
creased duties  alone  he  should  estimate,  at 
a  low  valuation,  as  productive  of  45,000/* 

When  in  the Jast  year  he  had  the  ho- 
nour, on  an  occasion  like  jhe  present,  to 
submit  to  Parliament  those  measures 
which  he  thought  best  to  meet  the  public 
exigency,  he  had,  as  the  committee  wpuld 
recollect,  raised  the  Custom  duties  of  Ire- 
land to  an  equal  rate  with  the  Permanent 
and  War  duties  of  Great  Britain  united. 
There  had  been  but  one  exemption  made, 
and  that  on  an  article  which  he  did  not  ex- 
pect  to  be  very  productive— that  article 
was  silk.  ;  He  had  been  of  opinion,  that  in 
consideration  of  the  state  of  the  manufac- 
ture in  Ireland,  it  would  have  been  inex- 
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pedient  at  that  time  to  have  equalized  the 
duties.  In  the  Act  that  had  just  passed,  a  ' 
provision  for  their  gradual  augmentation 
had  been  ipa<ifc;  an  additional  duty  of 
2s.  5d,  per  pound  only  would  attach  ii^ 
the  present  year,  being  one-third  of  the 
difference  between  the  British  and  Irish 
rates;  and  a  duty  equal  to  that  now  im« 
posed  will  attach  at  two  successive  periods^ 
namely,  in  1817  and  in  1820,  making  the 
whole  Import-duty  as  itnow  stands  in  Great 
Britain.  He  hoped  that  this  progressive  ar- 
rangement would  satisfy  the  silk  merchanta 
and  manufacturers  in  Dublin ;  he  had  io 
some  degree  departed  from  the  principle  . 
upon  which  he  was  aware  that  Parliament 
had  wished  to  act—with  the  protection, 
however,which  the  increased  countervailing 
duty  would  aflbrd,  besides  the  ad  valonm 
duty  which  would  still  be  paid  in  Ireland, 
he  was  confident  that  those  concerned  in 
that  branch  of  trade  had  no  right  to  com* 
plain.  Perhapi  he  had  dwelt  longer  on 
this  topic  than  might  be  deemed  neces- 
sary, but  he  wished  to  give  this  explana* 
tion  on  account  of  the  fallacies  which  had 
been  circulated  in  Ireland  respecting  it ; 
and  the  committee  would  see  that  he  war 
more  anxious  for  the  principle  than  un« 
reasonable  in  the  estimate  of  the  produce* 
He  had  also  proposed  to  make  the  Import* 
duty  on  British  hops  equal  in  amount  to 
the  internal  Excise-duty  in  Great  Britain. . 
The  duty  on  foreign  hops  is  nearly  equi-  . 
valent  to  a  prohibition,  they  not  being  al* 
Icftved  to  go  into  consumption  in  Ireland, 
except  when  British  hops  are  at  a  very 
high  price.  The  addition  this  year  is  but 
three- farthings  per  pound  ;  he  did  not 
expect  that  the  additional  duties  on  hops 
and  silk  would  yield  him  more  than 
\5fiOOU  He  had  followed  the  example 
of  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Vansittart) 
in  the  Act  which  had  kept  the  duties  oa 
tobacco  io  Ireland  concurrent  with  those 
io  this  country.  The  increased  Custom- 
duty  on  this  article  he  estimated  at 
67,500/.,  that  of  Excise  at  72,500/.  This 
estimate  he  took  on  an  average  consump* 
tion  of  five  millions  and  a  half  pounds 
weighty  being  the  quantity  upon  which 
duty  was  paid  on  an  average  of  the  last 
three  years.  Six  millions  had  been. the 
consumption  in  former  years,  but  he  pre* 
ferred  being  within  limits  in  this  state- 
ment. It  will  be  seen  (and  it  is  no  unim^ 
portant  consideration),  that  even  with  the 
increased  duty,  the  price  to  the  consumer 
is  less  than  it  has  been  for  the  last  two 
years,  owing  to  the  renewal  of  our  com- 
(3K) 
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manications  with  those  states  frotii  which 
We  derived  our  supply.  He  expected 
that  the  Increased  doty  on  tobaceo  wooM 
yield  an  annnal  reTenofe  of  140,000/. 
Tiie  Acts  which  had  passed  for  imposing 
an  additional  Malt-duty  were  already  in 
operation,  and  he  hoped  that  the  success 
of  that  measure  would  not  be  less  than 
resulted  ironi  the  former  increase  which 
lie  had  the  honour  to  propose.  The  Malt* 
duty,  in  the  year  1812,  had  yielded 
SOi^OOOf.,  in  the  year  ending  5th  January 
last,  the  produce  had  been  590,000^.* 
Ibfeing  191,000/.  above  what  it  had  been 
estimated  to  yield.  In  the  Act  of  the 
present  session,  an  additional  duty  of 
4s,  4^/.  per  barrel  had  been  imposed,  mafc- 
Sng  (on  a  calculation  of  corresponding 
taieasores)  the  Malt-doty  the  same  in 
England  and  Ireland,  which  the  commit- 
tee are  aware  exceeds  the  Scotch  duty. 
He  thought  he  might  fairly  estimate  the 
produce  of  this  tax  at  ]  50,000/. 

The  next  source  of  supply  to  which  he 
tiad  to  recur,  was  the  distillery.  The 
Ifouse  probably  would  not  have  ac- 
quiesced, and  he  was  sure  the  country 
^ould  have  objected  to  so  great  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  Malt-duty,  if  it  had  not 
been  intended  to  preserve  that  relation 
between  the  duties  affecting  maft  and 
fepirituous  liquors,  whicb  it  had  hitherto 
bieen  the  policy  of  Parliament  to  preserve, 
and  whicb,  on  every  public  principle,  he 
was  anxious  to  adhere  to.  It  had  befn 
truljr  objected,  both  by  the  trade  andl)y 
•  right  hon.  friend  of  his,  whom  be  saw 
opposite  to  .him,  that  without  a  propor- 
tionate increase  of  the  duty  on  spirits, 
this  indirect  tax  on  the  breweries  most 
operate  to  rheir  discouragement,  and  to 
that  consequent  consumption  of  spirituous 
liquors,  which  he  certainly  should  depre- 
cate in  comparison  with  that  which  was 
ao  much  more  salutary  for  the  people. 
He  was,  indeed,  only  deterred  by  the  fear 
of  offering  too  higha  premium  tothat  worst, 
Und  unhappily  too  prevalent  bane  of  hts 
country-^(he  meant  illicit  distillation)-— 
from  imposing  additional  duties  on  spirits, 
far  higher  than  those  Which  are  propor- 
tionate to  the  duties  on  malt.  He  should 
tnove  in  the  committee  a  resolation  of 
sixpence  per  gallon  on  all  spirits  difttilled 
In  Ireland,  making  the  entire  doty  six 
fchillings  British  per  gallon.  According 
to  the  present  low  price  of  grain  in  Ire- 
land, that  quantity  may  be  still  sold  at 
ten  shillings;  and  perhaps  if  that  price 
inrere  to  cootinae,  he  should  be  the  first  to 
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ny  that  it  was  greatly  lower  thftn  it  ought 
to  be,  when  we  looked  to  the  morals  and 
the  peaceful  habits  of  the  people.  He 
believed  the  number  of  gallona  annosllj 
eoneumed  in  Ireland,  lo  be,  on  ui  average, 
five  mtlliens  and  a  half,  which  Would  yield 
a  revenue  of  about  140,000/.^  He  would 
estimate,  however,  its  yearly  ptodnce  st 
1 10,000/.,  thereby  makmg  firll  allowanct 
for  any  decrease  in  consumption  by  in« 
crease  of  price. 

To  his  nextpropoaitiofi  he  was  sore  there 
could  be  no  objection,  not  even  from  the 
trade  whom  it  woold  immediately  afiect. 
The  Act  of  last  year  imposed  on  ail  stilb 
an  tncreaae  of  25  per  cem.  on  the  work  to 
which  they  were   then  subjected,    thos 
raising  lo  ninety    diarges   ihose  before 
liable  to  a  monthly  charge  of  72.     Hs 
had  then  proceeded  on  the  principle  of 
facilitating  the  intercourse  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.    For  one  of  the  ob- 
jections to  ita  continuance  was  the  extent 
of  frauds  which  the  Irish  manofe^urer 
was  said  to  practise,  and  it  was  not  more 
lor  the  interest  of  the  Irish  revenue,   than 
the  advantage  of  the  British  trade,  that  the 
charge  should  be  increased  to  such  an  ex* 
tent  as  would,  he  believed,  make  tt  im- 
possible for  any  spirits  to  go  into  con« 
sumption  wicboot   the  payment  of  legal 
doty.    The  estimate  of  the  last  year,  form« 
ed  on  similar  principles,  had  been  more 
than   verified;   he   bad  estimated  ie   st 
500,000/. ;  its  produce  was  in  t'a  mooths 
398,468/. ;  and  after  deducting  the  sooi 
of  205,406/.  the  decrease  of  doty  on  fo- 
reign spirits  in  the  year  1814,  the  produce 
of  bis  regulation  up  to  the  5rh  January, 
that  is,  in  six  months,  was  193,000/.,  ex- 
ceeding  half  a  year's  estimate  by  43^000^, 
and  it  could  not  be  said  but  that  he  stated 
this  most  fairly.    The  Bill  which  wu  in 
progress  through  tbe  House^  charged  oa 
the  capacity  of  all  stills  40  per  cent  os 
the  work  imposed  in  the  year  1812,  being 
an  increase  of  15  per  cent,  upon  tbeac« 
cumulated  charge  which  had  taken  placf 
in  the  last  seasioh  of  PlBiriiaaient.    Ht 
hoped   we  should  no  longer  hear  it  ob- 
jected, that  the  Irish  manufaciorer  had, 
under  the  laws  which  regulated  bis  work, 
those  facilities  of  fraud  whi<ih  it  had  beea 
asserted  bad  prerented  the  English  capi* 
ialists  from  meetinr  him  in  the  msirkeu  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.    The  foil  esti- 
mate on  the  former  work  wbold  prodocc 
upwards   of   200,000/.     He    woold   not 
state  bis   expectatiom    at    more    thso 
f20,000/t 
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AUhoogb  be  bad  no  duties  of  postage 
to  propose,  he  bad  to  state  tp  the  com- 
inittee,  that  the  commDAicatiopi  which  be 
bad  had  with  his  right  hon.  friends  near 
bicttf  authorised  bioi  to  expect  an  in- 
creasa  in  that  allowance^  which,  under  an 
arrangement  of  SO  years  standing*  was 
made  to  Ireland  by  Great  Britain,  in  com- 
pensation  for  rights  waved  by  Iceland  as 
to  the  conveyance  of  mails*  A  Packet* 
dqty  having  been  since  imposed  on  let* 
ters»  it  was  evident  that  Ireland  was  en- 
titled to  a  greater  equivalent  than  bad 
been  paid  ander  that  agreement ;  besides* 
the  correspondence  between  the  two 
coontriea  had  immensely  increased.  He 
bad  reason  to  believe  that  there  would  be 
DO  objection  to  increase  the  annual  allow* 
ance  froib  4,000/.  to  9jaOOL  He  did  not, 
however,  mean  to  take  credit  for  it  in  the 
Ways  and  Means  of  the  year;  and  be 
rather  mentioiied  it  now  on^  account  of  ile 
having  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
finance  committee,  v'ho,  in  their  report* 
bad  recommended  the  sulyect  for  consi- 
deration* 

The  committee  perhaps  would  wish  that 
be  should  recapitulate  more  distinctly  the 
etatement  which  be  bad  just  made*  He 
estimated  the 

Chttiet  on  Tobeeeo,  Coftoms,  and  Excise  ^  140»000 

Melt 150,000 

Ancned  Tsees          .        *        ^        .  180,000 

Silk  And  Hops  .        .       ^        .        •  15,000 

SUaipf     ......  45,000 

Spirit- doty        -        ...        -  110,000 

Regulstkms  by  ineiessed  chsifes         •  180,000 

MakiBf  a  total  U  760,000 

British,  equal  (o  823,333/.  Irish,  to  cover 
a  charge  of  727,350/.,  which  the  Interest 
and  Sinking  Fund  alone  had  created. 

Having  submitted  to  the  Committee 
this  detailed  explanation  of  the  Ways  and 
Means,  the  right  hon.  geuileoian  alluded 
'shortly  to  the  produce  of  the  revenues  of 
the  former  years.  The  net  produce  in 
the  year  ending  the 

5lhJaiioary  1819,  was  •  -  if 4*49 1. 035 

5th  January  J  813  -  -  -  4,975,000 

5th  Jaoaary  1814  -  -  -  5,140,000 

itnd  5th  January  1815  -  -  -  '     5,627.000 

b^iog  an  iacreaae  of  revenue  in  four  years 
of  i, 400,0001. ;  and  he  had  to  remark^  thai 
of  the  taxes  of  last  year,  only  one  half  of 
the  produce  bad  been  brought  into  this 
account.  The  diminoUoa  of  the  Custom* 
duties  in  the  Iset  year,  he  had  explained 
on  a  previoos  occasion.  It  bad  not  arisen 
on  aoy  of  those  aiticlei  upon  which  the 


increased  duties  bad  been  imposed.  Tb^ 
internal  duties,  namely,  the  Excise  and 
Assessed  Taxes,  for  which  he  might  be 
deemed  in  some  degree  responsible,  (th^ 
produce  depending  so  much  on  their  ma* 
nagemeitt  and  collection),  had  never  been 
so  productive  as  last  year^the  sum  of 
nearly  900,000i.  having  been  paid  into  the 
Excliequer  above  the  payment  of  the  fore* 
going  year.  Since  the  Union,  the  in-* 
crease  of  the  revenues  in  Ireland  had  beea 
41,633,000/.  ;  the  total  produce  having 
been  in  the  fourteen  years  to  1801* 
28,612,000/. ;  in  fourteen  years«  to  18l3» 
70,245,000/. 

He  had  intended  to  have  submitted  to 
the  Committee  of  Supply  on  the  last  day 
on  which  it  bad  sat,  a  vote  for  the  promo- 
tion of  tbe  education  of  the  poor  of  Ire* 
land-— but  the  Report  had  not  been  print* 
ed,  and  it  would  have  been  irregular  t9 
have  done  so.  He  should,  to-night,  whea 
the  House  was  in  a  committee  of  supply, 
bring  tbe  subject  forward :  it  waa  one  of 
the  deepest  interest  to  every  man  ttrho  had 
looked  at  the  state  of  the  population  ia 
that  country,  who  had  witnessed  the 
eagerness  with  which  they  panted  after 
instruction,  and  the  sacrifices  which  th^ 
poor  peasant  often  made  to  acquire  it.  If» 
indeed,  you  would  offer  a  boon  to  the 
peasant,  and  confer  a  bepefit  on  the  coun- 
try*  give  the  means  of  education.  The 
Petition  which  be  had  the  honour  to  pre- 
sent was  for  aid  towards  the  erection  of  % 
Model  School  in  Dublin,  and  for  the  in-r 
struction  of  masters,  w,ho  were  afterwards 
to  be  employed,  generally,  under  the 
orders  of  the  Association.  Th^y  were  an 
aasoeiatiott  consisting  .of  persons  of  all  re- 
ligious persuasions.  He  conceived  it  waf 
only  under  such  auspices  the  great  object 
of  instructing  a  numerous  population  could 
be  accomplished ;  and  he  had  little  doubt, 
that  when  be  proposed  the  vote#  he  should 
find  gentlemen  ready  to  concur  with  him. 
—nor  was  there  any  subject  which  he  waa 
mora  anxious  to  recommend  to  Parlia- 
ment. 

In  reviewing  those  subjects  which  bad 
occupied  til^e  aturntion  of  Parliament  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  there  were  many 
whtcfa  be  could  have  dwelt  upon  witb 
pleasiiMy  if  he  did  not  feel  tha^  he  had 
already  occupied  00  mooh  of  the  tiiyio  of 
the  COi|amittee :  there  was  one,  bowrever, 
which  he  could  not  pass  over  in  stlejsce,and 
which  reflected  as  much  honour  on  Par- 
liament, as  it  would  be  attended  with  ge- 
neral benefit  to  the  empire— he  alludad  tf 
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those  laws  whtcb  had  passed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  domestic  agricohure,  and 
which,  by  making  us  independent  of  fo- 
reign nations,  insured  to  the  great  popu- 
lation of  this  country,  a  regular  and  cer- 
tain supply  of  the  first  necessary  of  life: 
while/ii' there  was  one  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom  which  derived  more  peculiar 
benefit  than  another,  it  was  that  whose 
resources  had  grown  with  the  improve- 
'inent  of  her  agriculture,  whose  wealth 
had  increased  so  rapidly  sinee  the  free  in- 
tercourse in  corn  had  been  extended  to 
her,  and  from  having  been  herself  an  im- 
porting country,  had  risen  so  gi^eatly,  and 
Improved  so  much  those  aidvantages  which 
the  bounty  of  nature  had  conferred  on 
her  and  on  her  people.  She  contributed 
most  essentially  to  the  sustenance  of  Eng- 
land, at  a  time  wben  foreign  Powers,  ex- 
cept when  impelled  by  their  own  necessi* 
ties,  withheld  their  aid.  Englands  had, 
upon  this  question,  acted  on  sound  prin- 
ciples of  justice;  and  Ireland  ought  to  feel 
grateful  for  the  course  that  had  been 
taken,  and  for  that  universal  manifestation 
of  confidence  and  affection  which  had 
marked  those  discussioiu  in  both  branches 
of  the  Legislature,  and  he  wohid  venture 
to  say,  in  almost  every  publication  which 
had  issued  from  the  press. 

In  other  points,  he  hoped  that  the  im- 
provements of  Ireland  were  itiil  progres- 
sive. Within  the  last  week  those  grants 
for  the  extension  of  our  inland  navigation, 
which  he  had  originally  had  the  honour  to 
propose  to  Parliament,  had  been  voted ; 
and  he  had  the  satisfaction  to  think,  that 
the  great  objects  which  Parliament  had 
in  view,  were  many  of  them  nearly  ac- 
complished. The  completion  of  one 
great  line  of  navigation,  which  united  the 
eastern  and  western  parts  of  the  island, 
was  itself  worthy  of  the  great  ef- 
forts which  had  been  piade  to  efiect  it. 
The  attention  of  Parliament  would,  he 
hoped,  continue  to  be  directed  to  those 
jrreat  views  of  our  national  improvement. 
The  inland  navigation  of  Ireland  had  been 
one  of  the  favourite  objects  of  the  Irish 
Parliament :  it  had  been  bequeathed  to 
the  care  and  protection  of  Britain  as  one 
of  its  last  acts;  and  he  should  always,  in 
whatever  character  he  stood  there,  press 
upon  the  House  of  Commons  that  there 
was  no  improvement  which  took  place  in 
Ireland,  that  would  not  be  beneficial  to 
England  as  well  as  to  her— [Hear,  hear!]. 
On  other  subjects  the  usual  liberality  of 
Parliamefit  has  b^ca  shown.    The  great 
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harbour  of  Howtb   advances  towards   its 
completion.     Works  of  a  similar  nature 
(though  less   in  extent)   are   proceeding 
in  the  southern  part  of  the  kmgdom,  to 
facilitate  the  communication  between  tbe 
two  islands;  and  he  hoped  that  the  pro- 
gress of  those  improvements,  which  were 
meditated  on  tbe  sooth  of  the   bay    of 
Dublin^  would  prove  to  the  people  of  that 
metropolis,  that  their  wishes- bad  been  met 
by  an  anxious  concurrence  both  of  the 
Executive  Government  and  of  Parliament. 
He  might  hope  that  that  station   might 
add  not  a  little  to.  tbe  commercial   pro- 
sperity of  the  second  city  of  the  empire. 
But  if,  on  that  dangerous  coast--^if,  in  the 
night  of  tempest,  it  were  tbe  means  of 
saving  human  life,  those  who  promoted  its 
establishment,  would  find  themselvea  more 
than  repaid    [Hear,  hearl].   There  were 
two  other  points  of  great  moment  rehitive 
to  Ireland,    which,   during  the    present 
session  of  Parliament,  had  arrested  the  at- 
tention of  the  House.     The  first  of  these 
was  the  inquiry  directed  to  be  made  by 
a  committee,  as  to  those  powers  of  the 
grand  juries  of    Ireland,    under    which 
money  was  presented  and  levied  for  the 
public    works.      He    expressed    himself 
strongly    in   favour  of  the  principle   on 
which  thoae  powers  were  founded ;  and 
stated  his  conviction,  that  by  a  judicious 
alteration  of  the  system,  the  best  eSecu 
would  be  produced.    The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman proceeded  to  say,  that  he  did  not 
regret  so  much  as  he  had  formerly,  that 
tbe  constant    occupation    of    his  public 
duties  had  prevented  him  from  bringing 
those  la^rs  under  the  revision  of  the  House, 
since  the  inquiry  which  bad  taken  place 
had  produced  evidence  not  only  of  the 
benefit  which  had  arisen  to  the  country, 
hut  bad  pointed  out  the  best  means  of 
correcting  the  evils  which  unhappily  had 
been  proved  to  e^ist.     The  benefit  had, 
even  under   all   tbe    mal -ad ministration, 
been  greater  than  any  country  had  in  the 
same  time  ever  received.—- He  trusted  that 
the  committee  would  redeem  the  pledge 
they  hadj;iven.     Hardly  any  subject  of 
greater  iMort  to  the  resident  gentry  and 
to  the^M^ntry  of  Ireland  could  call  for 
attelAibn,  and  he  professed  the  willing- 
ness and  the  pleasure  with  which  he  should 
contribute  any  humble  efforts  of  his  to 
amend  the  grand-jury  laws,  and   to-  pre- 
serve their  principle,  though  he*  should 
reform  their  practice:  and   he  was  sen- 
sible of  the  confidence  which  so  many  of 
his  countrymen  had  reposed  in  him  in 
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asking  him  to  vnderUke  the  task— [Hetr, 
hear !].  The  second  point»  of  still  greater 
importance,  in  his  opinion,  was  the  in- 
quiry of  the  committee  on  the  Finance 
and  Expenditore  of  Ireland.  The  com* 
mtttee  was  originally  appointed  in  1-811 ; 
their  attention  had  been  attracted  to  the 
interpretation  of  that  part  of  the  seyenth 
article  of  the  Art  of  Union,  which  refers 
to  the  joint  contribution  of  Oreat  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  the  consolidation  of  the 
debts  arid  exchequers  of 'both  coantriei^. 
The  committee  were  aware  that  the  com- 
petence of  Parliament  to  declare  this 
consolidation,  woold  arise  upon  certain 
proportions  taking  place  between  the 
respective  debts.  A  calculation  of  the 
▼alue  of  those  debts  was  made  in  1811 
and  1812,  and  it  was  found  at  those  periods 
to  have  nearly  approached  the  proportions 
regulated  by  the  Act  of'  Union ;  but  none 
of  the  reports  from  those  committees  had 
been  acted  upon.  The  committee  was 
revived  in  consequence  of  a  motion  made 
by  him  (Mr.  Fitzgerald),  and  the  report 
of  the  committee  would  in  a  few  days  be 
in  the  hands  of  members.  He  had  the 
permission  of  his  hon.  firiend  (Mr.  Giddy) 
the  chairman,  whose  industry  every  man 
appreciated  highly,  and  of  whose  labours 
he  should  be  anxious  to  avail  himself,  to 
refer  to  the  copy  of  his  report.  Though 
.the  committee  were  aware  that  a  literal 
and  strict  interpretation  of  that  article 
was  not  unattended  with  difficulty,  since 
that  period  had  elapsed,  when  the  respec- 
tive national  debts  were  in  the  proportions 
described,  they  had  yet  reported  their  opi- 
nion, that  the  competence  of  Parliament 
had  not  passed  away  from  it;  and  they 
earnestly  recommended  the  consolidation 
of  the  debts,  and  Exchequers  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  subject  to  such  regu- 
lations, under  the  terms  of  the  seventh 
article  of  Union,  as  the  Legislature  might 
think  ft  proper  to  make.  He  agreed  per- 
fectly in  this  recommendation,  since  the 
principle  on  which  the  project  of  consoli- 
dation was  founded,  was  to  relieve  Ire« 
land  from  a  seale  of  contribution  which 
her  means  were  inadequate  (%  defray, 
and  from  the^harge  of  a  debt,  greater  in 
proportion  than  she  ought  to  bear.  And 
construing  the  article  with  reference  to 
what  must  have  been  in  the  contempfotion 
of  both  Parliaments,  it  was  evident  from 
the  spirit  and  context  of  the  Act  of 
Union,  that  it  was  intended  to  afford  pro- 
tection to  that  coamry,  which  might  be 
supposed  least  adequate  to  its  own  defence. 


If  they  went  on  with  separata  exobe^tfars, 
and  an  expenditure  such  as  that  whicU 
bad  taken  place  since  the  Union,  he  knew 
not  how  itjvas  to  be  met  without  violating 
that  most  vital  enactment  of  the  Union 
which  was  meant  for  their  protection,  and 
which  declares,  *'  that  no  article  in  Ire- 
land should  be  made  liable  to  any  new  or 
additional  doty,  by  which  the  whole 
amount  of  duty  payable  thereon  .sh4>ttld 
exceed  the  amount  payable  in  England 
on  the  like  article.'' 

In  that  part  uf  the  report  in  which  the 
committee  had  examined  the  various 
branches  of  Irish  taxation,  and  the  general 
produce  of  Irish,  re  venue,  ibey  had  donei^ 
justice  to  the  financial  exertion  which 
Ireland  had  made  in  late  years.  Tha 
permanent  revenues  of  Great  Britain,  it 
appeared,  bad  increased  from  the  year 
1801,  when  the  accounts  of  both  countries 
were  first  made  to  correspond  in  the 
proportion  of  sixteen  and  a  half  to  ten, 
and  the  whole  revenue  of  Great  Britain, 
including  war  taxes  in  the  proportion  of 
twenty^one  to  ten ;  while  the  revenues  of 
Ireland  were  increased  in  the  same  period 
in  the  proportion  of  twenty-three  tp  tea* 
But  in  the  twenty-four  years  into  which 
the  commitee  of  finance  were,  by  the  in- 
struction of  the  House,  directed  to  inquire, 
the  increase  of  the  Irish  revenue  had  beea 
remarkable,  being  in  the  proportion  of 
fonv'six  to-ten. 

llie  right  boo.  gentleman  concluded 
his  speech  ia  the  following  words  :^-Iii 
calling.  Sir,  the  attention  of  this  commitw- 
tee,  flMd  through  them  of  Parliament,  ta 
the  subject  of  this  report,.  I  am,  perhaps, 
performing  the  last  duty  of  my  present 
official  character ;  but  I  can  never  perform 
one  more  imporunt,  or  on  which  I  Keel 
more  earnestly.  I  regard  the  act  which' 
the  report  of  your  finance  committee  so 
strongly  recommends,  •  as  the  consumma- 
tion of  that  great  compact  which  is  the' 
basis-  of  our  power  and  our  fame-^I  re« 
gard  it  as  it  affects  both  countries,  as  a 
measure  of  indulgence  to  Ireland,  and  of 
jostice  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  both. 
I  do  not  fear  that  Parliament  will  ever 
declare  the  competency  of  Ireland  to  bear 
the  entire  weight  of  that  uxation  which 
the  wealth  and  resources  of  England  enable' 
her  to  support,  without  reference  to  those 
considerations  upon  which  alone  Ireland 
should  be  exempted  from  those  burthens 
which  are  laid  on  all  other  subjects  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  The  power  of  thai 
exemption  is^  specially  reserved  toParM- 
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Ity  tbm  Act  of  Usmb.  I  have 
thooghi  ii  say  d«ty,  iNr,  not  lo  leave  Ibie 
ifciect  »Dl— cbc4»  nor  ooeld  I  wilbhold 
Mieee  obeerffatioat  in  advening  to  it.  One 
of  tbe  flrei  reenlto,  said  tbe  rigbt  boa. 
jeatlettan,  wbicb  nrill  probaMy  flow  fironi 
tkia  arrangemenly  will  be  to  place  al  tbo 
kead  of  tbe  financial  adminiitration  of 
Iroland,  my  rigbt  ban.  friend  (Mr,  Van- 
ftttarl.)  He  will  bring  to  iX,  1  aai  eon* 
icioae«  talenia  fa?  beyond  wbat  I  cooki 
ever  pretend  to,  and  information  greater 
Ibao  I  aball  ever  acquire.  But  I  IramWy 
ventore  to  fay,  he  will  not  bring  io  it 
greater  seal  in  tbo  public  service,  or  more 
aamiety  than  I  have  Ut  to  discharge  my 
doty  equally  to  my  country  and  tbe 
Crown.  I  shall  be  accused,  perhaps^ 
justly,  of  presomption,  if  I  atteaapt  to  ex* 

rresson  this  occasion,  all  that  I  feel;  but 
had  rather  appear  presumptboue,  Ibao 
nnffratefttl.  I  am  deeply  sensible  of  tbo 
indulgence  which  the  House  have  al  aU 
limes  shown  me ;  and  I  hope,  Sir»  thai 
Ihe  favour  which  has  been  shown  me  by 
tbo  committeo  this  night,  I  have  not  too 
mnch  aboeed.«^[Hear,  bear !  ]  Bus  I  feol 
Bsore  deeply  still  the  support  thai  it  has 
been  my  good  fortune  to  meet  with  from 
the  Irish  public,  and  tbe  libcraUly  witb 
which  they  have  received  those  measures 
,  which  it  has  been  more  than  oneo  my 
painAil  doty  to  adopt.  I  hope  my  right 
boo.  friend  may  receive  thesaosesiippoM: 
lam  convinced  he  will  receive  it-*he  will 
deserve  it.  Sir,  infinitely  more ;  but  at  all 
oventSi  bo  may  aspect  it  from  the  gene-, 
losity  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  from  that 
lairness  which  always  interpreu  justly 
&ir  intentions-  f  hear,  hear ! }  and  above 
all  from  that  poblie  spirit,  whkh  far  more 
Iban  legislalivo  acU  can  cU,  has  strength* 
oned  oar  connexion  with  Brilaia-— [l^ar, 
boar  !)«-that  spirit  which  has  cemented  tbe 
compact  that  unites  us«  and  wbicb  I 
trust  will  preserve  it  for  evev,->[SepeaAed 
cheers  from  all  sides  of  the  House.  )-*-The 
right  bon.  gentleman  then  moftod  his  first 
fosolotioo* 

Sir  •/•  Newport  cempltmenled  his  right 
boo.  friend- on  tbe  ability  which  be  had 
just  displayed.  Ha  begged,  however,  to 
bo  permitted  to  make  a  few  observatiotts 
on  the  snl^ect.  With  respect  U>  the  bulk 
of  Ibe  taxes,  they  had  akeady  been  dis- 
cussed^ and  had  received  the  sanetioo  of 
Parliament.  It  was  to  bo  lamenled  that 
any  increase  in  the  daly  on  spiriu  would, 
vnder  tbo  present  ciscnoMtances,  bo 
inefitably  productive  of  that  which  was 
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tbe  bane  of  Irish  prosperity— illicit  disiiU 
lation*      Every  thing  calculated   to  put 
down  so  great  an  evil,  ought  to  receive 
their  active  and  decided  support      He 
trusted  that  Parliament,  therefore,  would 
never  again  sanction  a  remission  of  tbe 
penaltios  on  illicit  distillation.     It  was  a 
monstrous  thing  to  see,  that  in  tbe  very 
districts  where  the  femiuion  had  beea 
granted  to  the  greatest  extent,  the  o&ncs 
bad  again  been  extensively  committed. 
This  was  particularly  the  case    in   the 
counties  of  Donnegal  and  Cavan.     la  tbe 
county  of  Cavan  penalties  to  the  amount 
of  ^,0001.  had  been  remiUed ;  neverthe* 
lev  penalties  to  an  edormous  amount  bad 
been  again  incurred,  as  if  it  were  attempted 
to  make  tbe  magnitude  of  the  ofience 
screen   the  ofiender   from   punisbmeau 
Witb    respect  to    tbe   increase    of    tbs 
aHossed  taxes,  he  had  already  expressed 
his  opinion  that  it  would  not  be  prodnctive 
of  much  increase  of  revenoei  from  tbe 
deficiency  of  the  mode  in  which  tbe  rcve> 
nne  was  collected  ;  for,  great  as  bad  beea 
bis  right  bon.  friend's  effiirts  on  this  aub* 
ject,  very  much  remamed  ^et  to  be  done* 
The  grant  which  it  wm  the  intention  of  hia 
right  bon.  friend  to  propose  for  tbe  more 
general  education  of  the  poor  in  Ireland, 
should  have  his  most  hearty  concurrence ; 
for   from  their  moral  improvement,   tbe 
greatest  national,  as  well  as  individusi 
benefit,  must  result.    The  consolidatioa  of 
tbe  finaneea  of  tbe  two  coantriea  vooiJ 
also,  he  was  convinced,  be  productive  of 
tbo  greatest  advanuges  to  Ireland.    He 
had  never  sat  in  tbe  Irish  Parliament;  bat 
out  of  doors  ,be  bad  been  a  sincere  friend 
to  tbe  Ubion«t  on  the  principle  tbat  the 
great  sacrifices  made  by  Ireland  in  tbat 
meafure  would  eventually  t^e  more  then 
compensated  by  tbe  great  benefits  wbicb 
it  would  confer  on  her.    At  tbe  period  of 
the  Union,  tbe  long  course  of  calamitooi 
events  which  had  demanded  the  ntmott 
exertions  of  tbe  United  Empire  wae  not 
anticipated.     Those  ereoai  bad  brought 
on  Ireland  a  burthen  greater  ihaa  abe  wtf 
able  to  bear ;  and  which  be  repeat«d  wss 
pot  in  contea^llation  in  tbe  first  inataoce. 
So  great  bad  been  tbe  exertions  of  Ire* 
land  in  consequence,  that  while  her  debt 
had  greatly  increased,  her  aaeans  of  meet* 
ing  the  supplies  bad  increased  also.    Let 
the  committee  compare  the  revenue  vaised 
in  Scotland  and'  the  revenue  raised  in  Ire* 
land  since  the  Union.    In  that  period 
(djoring  the  last  li  ymi^)  Scptlend  bad 
raised  a  gcoss  refcme  of  M«798«OO0^ 
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wid  Irelati<l  7O,S4!aO00f«;  Mng  mn  cxcen 
of  tftxatien  in  Irel«nd  b«yoDd  Bcotimid  of 
)  4,000,0001.,  or  1 ,000,0001.  onlho  aTerage 
in  erery  y«ar.  If  ii  w«re  aakad  why 
greater  efiorts  bad  not  been  made  by  Ira* 
land  to  keep  <lown  ber  4ebt,  ha  wooid  an- 
awer,  that  at  the  thne  of  the  Vniont  ka* 
land  had  hot  jast  ea^rged  frdm  circma- 
atances  which  nttcrf y  incapaciaatcd  ber  far 
irigorous  exertions — ctrcomstancea  origi- 
nating in  therebeHion  which  had  reoendy 
raged  in  ibat  cotsntry.  Bat  bad  she 
therefore  been  deffteient  in  fbaesertioat 
which  it  waa  in  ber  power  to  aaake  I  By 
no  moans.  It  was  to  gaard  ber  fiwm  tins 
<;rael  imputation  that  he  felt  warranted  in 
tsoncarring  in  Che  propoaition  of  equalizinff 
the  taxes,  nnder  proper  onaKftcatioBs,  and 
with  the  reserrations  which  were  conso- 
nant to  the  spirit  of  the  Artichn  of  Union. 
At  thte  same  time  be  was  glad  to  find  that 
atl  bis  right  hon.  friend  intended  to  do  on 
the  sabjevt  in  the  present  sesaion,  w|w  to 
propose  a  Teaaiation  npon  it»  to  be  dla- 
cossed  at  a  fotore  period,  after  arN  tbe  de- 
Irberation  which  «  ^ostion  of  each  mag* 
Ditode  and  importance  demanded. 

Mr.  Sicumri  defended  tbe  hksd«ewiiars 
of  the  county  <)f  Donnegal  from  the  impn- 
tation  of  conniring  at  the  increase  of  illicit 
distillation.  He  bad  resided  in  that  coomy 
twenty  years,  and  bad  need  the  otmost 
exertions  to  suppress  ^  practice  ao  dnstnse* 
ti're  of  the  morals  and  prosperity  of  tbe 
people.  Were  there  a  greater  nomber  ^f 
resident  gentry  wi  the  county,  the  effect 
prodnced  would  he  much  greater  *  bat 
those  who  resided  there  at  pMsaht  could 
not  be  expected  wholly  to  pat  <dewn  that 
which  the  reyenue  oficers  and  the^mitiiary 
could  notsnflloiently  reairatn. 

Sir  /.  Neufparit  in  explanalion,  denied 
baring  said  a  single  word  in  inculpation 
of  the  land -owners  of  the  coonty  of  Bon- 
nogal.  "* 

Mr.  Peil  bbserted,  that  afler  the  lumi- 
nous exposition  which  had  been  made  hy 
his  right  hon.' friend,  it  woold  be  quite 
unnecessary  for  him  to  inirode  upon  tbe 
committee  at  any  length  on  the  qaestfon 
before  them,  v  There  was  one  point,  h<m- 
erer,  on  which  he  'begg«d  to  be  allowed 
to  make  a  few  observations.  No  man 
could  be  more  sensible  than  himself  of  the 
adrantages  that  would  resak  to  Irekmd 
#^om  the  general  difflision  of  education. 
In  making  that  statement  be  wished  to  be 
onderstood,  that  the  banedt  ought  to  be 
Nsiricted  to  no  particular  sect— no  dis- 
tinction whaterar  ought  to  be  -obscnred. 


He  was  confidmit  that  it  Waa  the  only 
meamre  to  which  Airllament  eenld  look 
fsr  the  introduction  of  habtto  of  tndnstry 
ond  morality  nmang  the  lower  orders  to 
Ireland ;  and  wlmn  they  considered  thn 
m^Mkf  windb,  to  their  infinite  credit,  waa 
ahown  by  the  lower  orders  of  the  pap»^ 
ktion  of  iaehmd  to  avail  themselves  ef 
any  oaeans  of  instractfon  tbsit  were  afibrded 
them,  it  wenld  be  a  reflectioa  on  Parlia** 
meat,  if  hy  any  iti*jniged  and  miserable 
parsimony  such  means  ware  withheld.  It 
had  been  hia  mitlonane,  in  Che  discliargn 
<rf  hia  official  doty,  lo  be  compelled  to  in- 
trodaea  into  that  lianse  ateasntaa  of  n 
temporary  natnre  to  remedy  existing  evils 
in  Ireland.  But  in  doing  so  •ho  was  satia- 
fied  that  shoao  meaiores  nsnit  of  neoemity 
be  temporary,  and  that  they  could  weioh 
nothing  in  the  acai^  compared  irith  too 
duration  and  eftct  of  aeaaorea  of  a  mwt 
general  vmmns.  A/hm  adverting  to  tfaa 
p««vioas  reports  of  the  commissioaers  ap- 
ipointod  to  inqairo  into  the  existing  abosea 
la  Imlaad,  aad  to  the  legblativo  measurea 
that  had  been  fimnded  on  them,  he  re>- 
saariEed,  that  the  last  report  of  those  com- 
miisiaaerB  aaggeated  a  general  plan  lor 
adacating  the  poor  in  that  country.  The 
veason  whidi  had  induced  htm  to  forbear 
froBs  imrodudne  that  plan  to  Parliament 
in  the  shape  of  a  BHi,  was,  not  any  in* 
oeaaibAtty  to  the  advantage  of  general 
odacation,  bot  an  apprehension  that  the 
plan  of  edacation  advised  by  the  cammis- 
eionefs  would  not  be  advanti^eoas.  Tba 
report  recommended  that  the  Lord -lieu- 
tenant should  appoint  commimioners  far 
the  soperintendance  of  the  edacation. 
Now,  he  was  afraid  that  this  direct  inter* 
ference  of  Bxecotiva  Government  would 
4end  to  excite  jealousies  that  would  coon* 
teract  the  benefits  that  might  otherwise 
be  oxpeeted  from  the  measure.  After  doe 
deliberation,  therefore,  he  felt  himself 
folly  warranted  in  forbearing  to  introduce 
to  Parliament  the  system  recommended  by 
the  commtssioDers.  He  conceived,  bow* 
ever,  that  the  vote  whioti  hia  riffht  hon. 
friend  meant  to  propose,  would  by  no 
means  invblve  theevils  which  he  had  just 
described.  Ha  was  convinoed,  and  ha 
avowed  it  without  hesitation  or  teserve, 
that  the  only  rational  plan  of  education  la 
Ireland,  was  one  which  should  be  extended 
impartially  to  children  of  all  religioua 
persuasions-'-one  which  did  not  profess  to 
matee  conver^s-MMie  which,  while  It  im^ 
parted  general  roltgious  instruction,  left 
those  irho  were  its  objecte  to  irtitain  their 
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particular  religioot  discipline  elsewhere**- 
[Hear,  hear!].  On  tbis  snbject  it  wn 
unnecessary  for  h\nt  to  dilate.  The  days 
were  passed  when  there  existed  a  pre- 
judice against  the  genera)-  education  of  the 
poor.  CondnsiTe  proofs  bad  beenaflforded 
that  the  manner,  character,  and  habits  of 
a  people  were  tmproTed  precisely  in  pro- 
jM>rtion  to  the  dtflfasion  of  knowledge 
among  them,  by  a  rational  edocation. 
One  argument  winch  had  been  urged 
l^gainst  this  liberal  system  m  Ireland,  ap- 
peared to  him  to  profe  directly  the  re- 
verse of  that  which  it  was  intended  to 
establish.  It  had  been  said,  that  in  times 
of  public  agitation  m  that  country  the 
•cboolflMsters  had,  by  their  influence 
among  the  Jower  orders,  materially  con- 
tributed to  the  evils  of  those  times.  But 
to  what  was  that  influence  to  be  ascribed, 
but  to  their  greater  information  ?  If  the 
lower  orders,  instead  of  being  kept  in  ex- 
treme ignorance,  were  allowed  the  means 
of  obtaining  information,  they  woukl  not 
•o  easily  be  operated  upon  and  misled.  To 
the  slow  and  gradual  progress  of  reform 
among  the  people  of  Ireland,  Parliament 
must  look  for  a  durable  improvement  in 
their  character ;  and  he  could  not  conceive 
a  more  certain  mode  of  eflecting  this  most 
important  object,  than  by  adopting  a 
judicious  plan  of  general  edocation. 

Sir  H.  Pamdl  expressed  bis  high  satis- 
faction at  the  able,  liberal,  and  useful 
speech  which  bad  just  been  made  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman.  He  trusted  with 
him,, that  the  operation  of  the  great  and 
broad  principle  of  educating  the  lower 
orders  in  Ireland  would  not  bechecked  by 
any  ill-advised  and  niggardly  economy. 
"  He  particularly  recommended  the  example 
of  Scotland  in  the  construction  of  school- 
bouses,  and  said,  that,  in  his  opinion,  so 
trifling  -a  rate  as  a  penny  an  acre  would, 
in  a  very  few  years,  afibrd  the  means  of 
providing  sufficient  buildings  for  carrying 
the  proposed  plan  into  full  effect. 

The  ChanceUoT  of  the  Bxekeqver  con- 
gratulated Parliament  and  the  country,  on 
the  manly,  vigorous,  and  judicious  manner, 
in  which  his  right  hon.  friend  bad  ful- 
filled the  duties  of  his  arduous  office.  He 
Jioped  that  there  yet  remained  for  him 
many  years  of  important,  though  laborious 
public  service.  His  right  hon.  friend 
having  succeeded  to  the  task  which  liad 
l>een  thought  too  difficult  by  the  able 
hands  which  resigned  it,  had  in  two  years 
increased  the  revenue  of  Ireland  two  mil- 
lions a  year  ^  thus  adding  M  p«r  «tnt,  to  { 
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that  which  had  l>ean  sappoced  to  be  ex- 
bausted.  The  right  hon.  tyaronel  had  ad« 
verted  to  the  rapid  inorease  of  Irisb  debt. 
It  was  a  consolation,  however,  that  Irish 
revenue  advanced  with  a  still  quicker 
pace.  The  Sinking  Fond  of  Ireland  was 
now  double  what  the  Sinking  Fund  of 
Great  Britain  was  at  the  commenccmem 
of  the  war  of  the  French  Revolution ; 
while  the  debt  of  Ireland  (great  aa  it  was) 
was  not  half  so  great  as  the  debt  of  Great 
Britain  was  at  that  period.  There  was  no 
cause,  therefore,  for  apprchendins  that  the 
consolidation  of  the  resources  of  the  two 
countries,  under  proper  regulations,  would 
subject  either  to  the  risk  of  bankruptcy. 
To*  proceed  to  such  a  consolidation  was 
most  desirable,  and  he  was  persuaded  that 
Parliament  would  deliberate  upon  it  in 
that  temper  with  which  all  subjects  of 
great  national  importance  ought  to  be 
treated. 

Lord  Caflliereagisaid,he  had  heard  with 
ffveat  satisfaction  |iis    right  hon;   friend 
declare  hit  intention  of  proposing  to  Par- 
liament a  vote  by  which  they  shonid  be 
pledged   to  take  into  consideration  next 
session,  a  measure  that  seemed  to  him  to 
be  pregnant  with  beneficial  consec|uences 
to  the  empire.    When  he  propoaed  the 
onion  in  Ireland,  he  did  it  in  the  hope  that 
it  would  mitigate,  rather  than  aggravate 
the  expenses  of  that  country.     It  was  im- 
possible for  him  or  any  one  eke  to  tee  the 
calamities  which  the  British   empire,  in 
common  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  had 
endured    b^  the  progress  of  the  war; 
attended  as  h  had  been  by  an  accumulating 
necessity  for  exertion.    By  those  circam- 
stances  a  greater  burthen  had  been  thrown 
on  Ireland  than  she  could  have  borne  had 
she  remained  in  a  separate  state.    This  he 
deeply  lamented.   He  would  not  prejudge 
the  question ;  but  be  was  persuaded  when 
it  came  to  be  sifted,  it  would  be  foaniT 
practicable,  with  perfect  justice  to  bo^h 
parties,  to  create  that  community  of  trea- 
sury and  taxation  which  it  was  impossible 
to  effect  at  the  time  of  the  Union.    He  be* 
stowed  a  high  eulogium  on  the  conduct  oC 
his  right  hon.  friend,  who,  during  bis  con- 
tinuance in  office,  had  made  .such  solid 
ppovisioa  for  the  public  service,  that  every 
tax  which  he  had  proposed  bad  mnch  ex- 
ceeded in  iu  produce  the  estimate  which 
he  had  previously  made  of  it.     It  would 
be  an  additional  honour  to  his  rigbt  hon. 
friend  to  confer  on  the  empire  the  benefit 
of  bringing  the  countries  into  one  common 
system  of  finance.    With  respect  to  tbs 
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plan  of  ediMsaliiig  tbe  lower:  ofdon,  no 
Qfttn  who  knew  the  energies  of  tlie  IrM 
mindj  and  the  eagerncM  with  whicji  the 
peasantry,  parents,  and  children,. songht 
the  means  of  obtaining  ioierDation*  rather 
than  the  means  of  obtabing  weaUb,  bat 
must  anticipate  from  it  the  happiest  effects* 
The  CQDunittee  might  rely  upon  it  that 
the  powers  of  that  conntry  were  almost 
infinite,  and  that  in  proportion  to  their 
culiivation>  they  would  fructify  lo  the 
general  advantage. 

Mr.  J.  Smiik  heard  with  great  satisfac- 
tion of  the  extension  of  education  Co  Ire- 
land, and  recommended  that  it  should  not 
be  confined  to  any  religion* 

Mr.  Peel  stated,  as  a  proof  of  the  im« 
partial  diffusion  of  education  to  all  sects 
in  Ireland,  that  when  Dr.  Bell  repaired  to 
that  country  a  short  time  since,  and  the 
children  were  examined  bffore  him  to 
show  their  progress  in  reading,  some  of 
them  refused  to  read  in  any  other  Testa* 
ment  than  their  own,  and  the  school- 
masters stated^  that  they  never  checked 
this  independence,  and  never  interfered 
with  the  sentiments  and  persuasion  of  their 
scholars. 

The  Resolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  the 
Beport  ordered  to  be  received  on  Monday. 

Stamps  roa  thb  Bank  of  England,] 
Mr.  Gre^fcU  wished  to  ask  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  opposite,  whether,  in  the  late 

'bargain  with  the  Bank,  any  and  what 
regulation  had  been  made  relative  to  the 
sum  which  was  to  be  paid  in  lieu  of  stamp- 
duties  on  their  notes? 

The  ChanccUoT  of  the  Exd^gtur  replied, 
that  an  agreement  had  be^n  made,  which 
be  would  take  an  early  opportunity  of 
submitting  to  Parliament.  A  regular 
weekly  return  of  the  issue  of  Bank  paper 
was  to  be  made  to  the  Treasury,  a  calco- 

^lation  was  to  be  made  from  this  amount, 
and  the  Bank  was  to  pay  to  the  public  the 
sum  of  3,500/.  for  every  1,000,000/.  ster- 
ling of  their  issue,  in  lieu  of  stamp-duties. 
It  was  intended  to  alter  this  arrangement 
whenever  a  resumption  of  cash  pay  menu 
took  place;  and  to  strike  an  average  from 
the  issue  of  the  three  preceding  years. 

HOUSE  OF  LOR D8. 

Monday,  June  19. 

Offices  in  RsvBasieN  Bau]  Earl 
Gravenar  moved  the  second  reading  of 
the  Offices  in  Reversion  Bill.  After  what 
had  been  already  said  upon  tbii  sobiect. 

(V0L.3tXXI.) 


be  did  not  feel  it  necesamy  to  detain  the 
Honse  by  any  xemarks,  oniess  somo  noble 
lord  shottkl  think  fit  to  make  any  observa-^ 
tions  in  opposition  lo  it.  After  the  grant 
of  Places  In  Reversion  had  by  Act  of  Par« 
Itament  been  suspended  for  eight  years» 
they  moat  be  considend  u  virtually 'abo* 
lished.  Th^  Bill*  therefore*  was  only  to 
be  viewed  as  .a  meosore  carrying  into 
effect  the  determination  of  the  Legislature^ 
The  question  was  then  put  from  the 
woolsack^  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  second, 
time,  which  was  negatived  withoot  a  di- 
vision. Lord  Ellenborough  then  moved^  ^ 
that  the  Bill  be  rejected ;  and,  after  a 
single  remark  from  lord  Grosvenor,  a  di'« 
vision  took  place.  The  numbers  were« 
For  the  rejection,  27  ;  Against  it,  7.  The 
Bill  was  rejected  accordingly. 
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Monday,  June  19. 

Mastbk  of  the  Rolls  in  lasLAND.] 
On  the  motion  that  the  Report  of  the 
Master  of  the  Rolls  in  Ireland  Salary  Bill 
be  brought  up, 

Mr.  Horner  urged  asain  his  objections 
against  this  measure.  He  observed,  that 
even  if  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  Ireland 
was  eo  officer  equal  in  dignity  to  the  same 
officer  in  England,  the  difference  between 
the  places  of  residence, the  one  the  capital^ 
the  other  a  provincial  town,  would  justify 
the 'present  difference  of  salaries.  The 
same  reason  which  was  adduced  in  favour 
of  the  present  Bill,  would  justify  a  similar 
inci'eaae  of  salary  to  the  judges  in  Scot- 
land. He  should  therefore  move  that  the 
Report  be  received  that  day  three  months* 

Mr.  Ro9e  observed,  that  in  this  country 
the  Master  of  the  Rolls  was  underpaid,  as 
he  had  refused  an  increase  of  salary  which 
had  been  offered  him. 

Mr.  AbercrombU  opposed  the  Bill.  The 
return  to  the  House  of  the  business  done 
by  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  Ireland,  was 
such  that  no  criterion  covld  be  formed  of 
the  real  extent  and  laboriousness  of  It. 
In  Ireland  there  had  been  no  arrear  of 
consequence  in  the  Equity  Courts.  The 
bttsinesa  in  Ireland,  be  thought*  stood  hi 
no  need  of  assistance  from  Parliaments 
The  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  England  was 
underpaid,  if  his  salary  was  compared  with 
the  extent  of.  business  done  by  him,  and 
with  the  great  talents  which  he  possessed; 
but  this  excellent  judge  had  himself  deter- 
mined that  the  salfiry  of  his  office  did  not 
need  increase^  i 

(sL) 
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ill«  M«cer  ef  the  Blolltf  in  Ir«l«ficl,  wat 
tfjMuot^  hi  p6rfectioii  9  Itat  on  th6  dtttttli 
^  thtprMefit  Mesterof  the  RoHi,  K  wofiild 
bt  Aect^imy  to  fill  his  office  with  sono 
perBoa  of  eitiiaence  it  ilie  bar,  to  whom 
tiMf  pr«i«m  tfalsry  w»t  not  s  aafficiem  re« 
itmneration.  It  would  noft  be  worth  white 
ti>  havtt  tfbe  office  ill  filled^  for  the  take  of 
m  fkw  httfldneds  a  year. 
*  Mr.  P^i  said,  that  the  Home  hid  act«d 
litfhtitlie  principle  of  eqiializin|[f  iheaalariite 
OT  the  judges  in  bdth  coontries,  and  the 
Mftrter  of  the  Rolls  was  the  only  judicial 
dffifciT  irko  bad  receifed  no  increase  lince 
T^l.  The  retiring  penmn  of  the  Master 
of  th^  Roiti  was  now  less  than  the  paisne 
judges,  and  faiis  seltry  not  more  than  150/. 
aboTc  those  jndges.  Since  the  appointment 
of  the  present  officer,  in  1-814,  there  had 
been  2^806  debated  orders^  The  BiH  would 
not,  he  said,  equalize  the  salaries  of  the 
Masters  of  the  Rolls  in  Eoffland  and  in  Ire- 
Ilirtd.  The  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  England 
bed  4,500{.  per  annum,  and  an  official  re- 
ildenee ;  but  that  officer  in  Ireland  would 
have  less  than  4,000/.  per  annum  in  British 
currency.  Hie  conclusion  of  the  Want  of 
business  fitmi  the  absence  of  arrears  was 

'    ftllacious^ 

Sir  F.  Flood  supported  the  Bill.  Sir  S. 
Somiliy  said  a  fbw  words  against  it.  Aher 
whibb,  the  House  divided :  For  the  bnng- 
itfg  op  t6e  Report,  58 :  Against  it,  24 ;-. 
Majority,  54;  Thd  Report  was  accordingly 

'  brought  up,  and  agreed  to. 

Lisi  cf  the  Minority, 

Aberoromliie,  hon.  J.  North,  Dudley 

BankeSy  Henry  Onslow,  A. 

Bennet,  hon.  H.  G.  Powlett,  hon.  W.  V. 

Eibrnard,  Viscount  Pamell,  Sir  H. 

Cavendish,  Lord  G.  Ridley,  Sv  M.  W. 

G*lv«rt,  N.  RdniiUy>  Sir.  S. 

Buncannon,  Vise.  Smith,  Robert 

BkHay,  Kirkman      "^^  Simth,W. 

EmnkyAdmiral  Wynn^Cbarles 

0«rdon»  R.  Western,  C.  C. 
LB3ceIlesj  Lord  « 

Moore,  Peter  TaLLaas. 

Martby  jTohn  iFVancis  Horner. 

Martin,  Rfemy  Lord  A.  Hamilton. 

PeTiTiow  OP  'Cha1il«s  Hill.]  Bffr. 
Bennet  presented  a  Petition  froili  Charl^ 
>  nni,  a  prisoner  for  debt  in  the  gaol  of  II* 
Chester,  complaining  of  rarious  hsrdships 
in  the  mode  of  bis  confinement.  The  hon. 
tfentfeman  mored  that  the  Petition  should 
Ue  on  the  table. 

*  Sir  A  Aomftt^said,  it  was  rery  desirable 
Ihat  some  inquiry  should  be  mtit^  imo 


febeoiiel  The  factk,  as  st«ted  lertfe  Fe^* 
tftlon,  w^re,  that  the  prisoiorer,  W  years 
old,  had  been'conthied  fot  debt  in  the 
Mons*  condemned  cell,  and  that  Mf  hta 
letterr  had  been  opened.  Perbnps  the 
members  for  the  county  of  Somerset  knew 
nothing  of  the  matter,  but  it  would  be  de» 
sirable  that  they  should  stale  at  mweh. 

Mr.  Dsofanson  observed,  that  !^  could 
almost  venture  to  say,  that  (be  petitioner 
had  never  been  confined  In  the  gaol  in 
question,  as  the  utmost  vigilance  ^as  exer-* 
cised  to  prevent  the  abuse  of  solitary  con- 
finement. 

Mr.  JHohier  said,  that  fmm  his  knowi* 
ledge  of  a  Somersetshire  magistrete,  who 
was  remarkably  active  in  his  endeavours 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  gaol  of 
llehester,  be  was  disposed  to  believe  that 
that  prison  was  well  attended  to.  Bot  yet 
thi^  circumstance  furnished  no  reason 
against  the  institution  of  an  inquiry  upon 
the  subject  of  the  Petitibn ;  for  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  wofthy  magistrate^  to  whom 
he  reforred,  mfght  have  been  evaded. 

Mr,  Bthnet  said,  he  presented  the  P^tU 
tion,  because  he  feK  ft  bis  diity  to  do  so  ; 
but  he  could  not  vouch  for  the  accuracy 
of  the  stttement  ft  contained. 

After  a  f^w  further  remaHra  by  air  fl: 
Romilly,  Mr.Whitbread,  Mr.  W.  Smith,  and 
Mir.  Dhrkenseh,  all  of  whom  itmirgly  re* 
commended  inquiry  into  the  cireomttances 
stated  in  the  Petition,  it  was  ordered  to  l^ 
on  the  table. 

RsroteT  oil  TRa  Piiblic  Incoir  aim 
ExPBNDrruRB  OF  laeLAND.]  Mr.  Davies 
6iddy  reported  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, to  whom  the  several  Reports  from 
the  Committees  on  the  Publilb  Income  and 
Expenditure  of  Ireland,  and  the  several 
Accounts  and  Papers  presented  to  the 
House  in  1813,  1814,  and  1815,  relating 
to  the  Public  Income  and  Expenditure  of 
Ireland,  were  referred ;  and  who  were 
directed  to  inquire  and  report  to  the  Rouse 
what  has  been,  during  the  last  24  yean 
ended  the  5th  Jan.  1815,  tbe  increase  and 
redemption  of  the  Public  Funded  Debt 
of  Ireland,  and  what  was  the  steto  and 
amount  thereof  on  the  said  dey,  what  hat 
been  the  progress  of  the  permanent  reve* 
nue  of  Ireland  during  the  same  period, 
and  what  may  be  the  expected  future 
annual  produce  of  the^ taxes  now  existing 
in  that  country;  what  has  beeA  ttre  total 
expenditure  of  Ireland  in  each  year  of  the 
same  period,  distinguishing  the  aioount 
expuwiM  on  scceunt  of  the  joint  expen- 
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•diioM  flf  CI«Mt  Britam  aadjrttaid,  or 

c«ifaiok«iftyjippeAr«t*  b«  «uU  dMOOlhai 

sMoqnt,  imi  mkaiL  vts  the  MDount  of  Ihe 

..oofimded  debt  aod  dooModt  oolsiondNig 

^and  ii»|pio(vidod  foriia  IrcUnd  on  dio  ^ih 

» Janwiy  liU ;  and  iikewise  to  t«k«  iaio 

)thoiriCOiitideMUoB  Uie  accotmlB  relolioff 

to  ihe  trade  and  oavigaiioQ  of  Ireiaod 

.datiag  the  mmm  period ;  and  to  report  the 

tame  to  the  Hoom,  tofoiher  wiih  their 

ohiereatioag  upon  ihe  whole  matteia  re* 

Reived  to  then ;  and  iwho  were  empoioered 

;to  f eport  th«ir  opioioo  thereopoa  to  the 

Hoaie;  uhatihey  had  examtned  the  vari- 

OM  naiten  siihaiittted  to  their  eontidfaa* 

^an ;  and  had  directed  him  to  make  a 

report  thereof  to  the  Homo,  with  a  reeo- 

lataoa  therenpon, and  an  Appendix;  and 

4he  Report  was  read,  and  the  Reiolotieo 

.«f  .the  Coaiaiitiee  is  as  foUoieeth : 

.  Mesolved.««Thatitistheopinienof  this 

•Cenimittee«  That  it  is  now  beoome  aspe- 

dient  that  PbrliaaMat  ehonld  take  into 

.consideration  so  orach  of  the  se? enth  Ar- 

ttoie  of  the  Aa  of  Union  as  respeots  the 

oonpetenea  of  ParllaaieDty  nader  cevtain 

circamstanees  therein  stated,  to  declare 

ahait  all  fbtareespendttorii  .of  the  United 

Kingdom,  together  with  aU  interest  and 

charges  of  the  joint  debt  ineorrcd  previous 

-to  each  deeleratioQ,  ehall  be  defrayed  in- 

,diseriminaie1y  by  eqaal  taxation  imposed 

•a  the  eanw  asticlee  in  eaoh,  enhjeot  to 

laoeh  partioalar  exemptions  or  abatements 

in  Isdiand,  and  ibat  pert  of  <»reat  Britain 

caUed  Scotland,  as  cJrcamitanoes  wiay  ap- 

.pear  •from  time  to  time  to  demand.'' 

The  Report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
;«ab)e,  aod  be  pribted. 
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Baer  IvaiA  Soiffe  Rs4MSTay  Btix.]  The 
•  Earl  of  Buckic^amshire  hating  mofcd 
<  ehe  committal  of  the  £sst  India  iibipa  Re- 
gistry BiU,  the  Petition  of  the  London 
Ship-boiUers  against  the  Bill  was  read, 
mnd  connsel  were  called  iB«   Mr.  Harrison 
mppeaved  for  the  petitioners.    Mr.  Span* 
^^ttCtCnd  Mr.Orant,  also  appeared  in  favoor 
«f  the  Bill ;  hot  no  petition  nn  that  side 
.having  been  preiented,  they  cooid  net  be 
Jmard. 

Mr.  JXarnssn,  for  the  petitioners,  eon- 
temied,  ihet  the  admimion  of  ships  boilt^ 
entlndia  to  British  legistiy  woold  be  mis- 
cWeaens  to  the  pnhlic,  anid  rainooe  to  the 
':feCitiooerB.  The  great  piinci|de  of  the 
^eieignden  htm  mm  ii^  cacoarage.  the 


belMfarent  naey  of  4ho  canntry*  and  eUs 
eoald  ^0t  be  done  .wiihom  eacooragixg 
the  ship-boildem  of  Great  iBritain,   and 
especially  thole  of  London,  srho  alone 
were  capabk  of  afiordiag  adequate  amist* 
aace  to  the  net y  upon  emergencie*,  whf  n 
the  re^eisile  number  of  ships  could  not 
be  built  in  the  Kinf^s  yards.      If  ithe 
lodia-bttilt  ships  were  admitted  to  British 
registry,   the  whole  India   trade  would 
soon  be  carried  on  in  India-'boik  sfaips^ 
and  tlie  London  ibipibuilders  wonld  ho 
alflMst  mined.    If  the  ship^boilding  were 
transbsred  to  India,  tiie  manu&otares  Co- 
pending npon  at  wonld  also  bm  mmoead 
from  this  coantryi  soch  as  ihe  maDufto- 
turns  4>faml%  cordage^  iroo,  oop|Mr,  icCm 
ibr  aH  which,  India,  or  oovnlrioe  in  the 
neighbonrbood,  noisessed  the  rasr  mate- 
lial,  and,  thesetoie^  tlm  bnildem  theie 
wonld  not  come  to  this  conntij  for  Ihela 
articles.    The  apprdiensionsof^  acarcity 
of  timber  ^esnng  to  the  demands  of  the 
merchant  yasde  weee,  be  .said,  unfaandedi 
as  the  timber  in  mveral  ooanties  bad  not 
been  touched  for  the  supply  of  the  nftr^ 
A  rimilar  apprehension  was  entertained  m 
1792,  bat  never  realiaed.   Aaforthe^ade 
from  India,  it  might  very  well  be  carried 
on  by  British  ships;  and  even  if  it  weae 
thought  that  India  ou||ht  to  hoTo  the  ad- 
vantage of  exporting  m  their  own  ahipe,  ^ 
the  reason  did  not  ap^y  to  the  China' 
ieade*     In  the  dase  of  an  independent 
.power,  it  ems  necessary  or  reasonable 
.that  the  sol:^ecU4>f  that  poorer  shodid  be 
allowed  to  bring  their  own  produce  lo  this 
country  in  their  own  ships,  and  adntj^ 
might  be  in^osed  to  preeent  any  iiynijf 
faom^fais  to  the  British  shipping  interesti 
but  the  object  now  was  to  admit  Indian 
built  ships  on  the  mnw  terms  as  .Brttiah^ 
httilt  sl^t.    At  a  time  when  a  new  navdl  < 
power  4ras  rising  ^),  and  when  tneoa 
might  be  so  gveat  a  deipand  of  chips  fisr 
4he  navy  beymid  what  .the  JBag*^  y^rdll 
could  supply,  it  most  be  oontiary  to  the 
soundest  f  ublic  policy  to  min  ihe  ship» 
•haikUng-eetabiisbmenU  of  the  Thames. 

The  counsel  having  been  ordered  lo 
withdraw, 

TheSariof  Benea^kMre said,  he  hod 
heafd  nothing  ^^ihai  coaU  justiigr  thf 
Heose  in  proceediog  any.  further  with,  the 
measure.  It  ems  uhen  uprapt  on  pnbUe 
gfoundci  but  with  a  view  to  create  partial 
edeantagm  to  Jt  particnlar  <cIm^  at  tkm 
expenm  of  ihe  East  India  ship-buildemb 
He  thought  an  adjoomiBnnt  of  the  4|iies# 
tion  was  neoaMwyr  n^fvder  to  give  tiam 
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for  m  fall  coosideration  of  th«  frf>j«ot| 
which  he  conceived  shoald  be  pemiitted_ 
■  to.  lie  over  for  that  purpose* 

The  Eari  of^Bucku^hawuhire  said,  thai  if 
the  noble  earl  had  not  risen  with  eoch 
precipitation,  be  was  aboat  to  have  made 
a  short  statement  to  their  lordships  on  the 
aubjectj  which    he  hoped  would   prove 

•  aatisfactory.  The  learned  counsel  had 
avoided  any  very  direct  allusion  to  the 

.  law  as  it  stood,  and  for  a  very  good  rea- 
won,  which  was  ihis,^-that  when  the  law  as 
it  stood  was  stated^  it  would  necessarily 
appear  that  the  petitioners  not  only  had 
no  reason  to  complain,  hut  that  tliis  Bill 
was  favourable  to  their  interests.     Under 

.  the  Act  of  the  2dth  of  the  King,'  India 

•ahips  were  admitted  to  Britiah  registry; 

-and  had  been  so  admitted  for  thirty  years. 

•  £och  was  the  actnal  state  of  the  law :  but, 
from  reasons  of  policy,  it  had  been 
thought  proper  to  confine  India-bnilt  ships 

•to  the  trade  between  India  and  this 
country;  ao  that  the  Bill  was  rather  a 
bill  of^  restriction  upon  the  building  of 
ahips  in  India,  which  must  be  so  far 
favourable  to  the  British  ship-buildiog  in- 
terest. Then,  with  respect  to  the  scarcity 
of  timber,  the  evidence  taken  in  the. other 
House,  and. laid  on  their  lordships  table, 
wat  contradietory  ;  but  it  appeared  that 
.the  proportion  of  foreign  timber  pro- 
cured for  the  navy  had  been  increasing 
«f  late,  which  showed  a  falling*off  in  the 
•Jhome  supply.  The  proportion  of  foreign 
timber  had  been,  not  long  ago,  one*baif : 
but  it  bad  since  increased  to  ttvo-thirds. 
Then^  aa  to  the  India  trad«f,  his  lords)^ip 
quoted  the  authority  of  a  commissioner 
of  the  navy,  and  others,  to  show  that> 
nnless  the  India  trade  was  permitted  toi 
be  carried  on  with  this  country  in  India- ^ 
built  ships,  that  trade  would  be  in  a  great 
aneasure  engromed  by  foreigners :  so  that 
the  British  8oip«boilders  would  not  be  in- 
^nrad  by  this  measure,  but  rather  benefitted 
sn  that  view  of  the  subject.  They  would 
niso  have  the  repairs  of  the  India-built 
ahips  here,  -which'  otherwise  they  wonkl 
be  deprived  of.  As  for  the  sails,  cordage, 
&c.  it  was  provided  by  law  that  these 
hrticles  shbnld  be,  in  a  grtat  measure,  sup- 
plied from  this  country.  '  Upon  the  whole 
thisvras  a  measure  of ^reat  advantege  io  a 
\  Wvblic  view  ;  ahd  it  would  not  be  injurioiia, 
but  the  contrary,  to  the  ship-.building 
interests  of  Gre^t  Britain,  though  h&ad«  I 
nuitted  that  it  might  prove  disadvantageoos 
to  the  Thames  abip-boildem.  But  it  would 
Wi^  Jbe  ^isadfantageous^  even,  to  Ibem  in 
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the  degree' which  they  bddioat;  and  nt 
any  rate  the  interests  of  individnals  mnaa 
aometimes  give  way  lo  those  of  the  poMic* 
It  was  a  gseat  object  lor  the  East  India 
Company  to  have  this  Bill  passed;  fer 
then  a  competition  would  be  created,  mod 
they  might  choose  where  te  purchase 
their  ships,  instead  of  being  confined  to 
the  Thames  ship-builders,  who  had  bean 
enabled  to  make  their  own  terms* 

Earl  Sianhope  said,  that  the  noble  earl 
who  spoke  last  had  laid  great  stress  on 
the  law  as  it  stood ;   but  in  eonvdering  a 
question  of  this  magnUnde,  they  du^t 
not  merely  to  take  into  view  the  law  as  it 
steOd,  but  the  .law  as  it  ought  to*  be.    The 
noble  earl  seemed  to  hint  that  bis  noble 
friend  had  not  read  the  evidenoe ;  bet  bia 
noble  friend,  he  believed,  might  give  tbe 
answer,  which  was  returned  oo  a  certam 
occasion  by  a  French  cnr^  to  an  ignorant 
bishop  who  conki  not  read.     **  Have  yon 
read  my  charge  ? "  said  the  bishop : «« Mo/' 
replied  the  <uri,  "  and  I  doubt  whether 
you  have  read  tr  yourself."    It  appeared 
doubtful  whether  the  noble  earl  hinsaelf 
had  read  the  evidence ;    but  if  he  bad 
read  it,  it  was  quite  clear  he  had  it  not  at 
his  fingers'  ends.     Then  the  noble  earl 
ialked  of  the  scarcity  of  timber :  but  if  yon 
reduced  tbe  demand  for  timber,  the  8up« 
ply  must  fail  in  proportion ;  ^d  beside^ 
there  waa  a  new  method  invenled  lor  sea- 
soning oak. so  ^  to  make  it  Iku  much 
longer,  though  the  Admiralty  had  not 
paid  the  attention  to  it  which  it  deserved* 
Tbe  noble  earl  said  nothing  aboni  teak 
wood,  but  it  had  been  said  that  it  was 
tbe  most  durable  of  aII  timber.  The  noble 
earl  bad,  however,  said  that  the  ThaoMt 
ship- builders  would   have  the  repair  of 
these  teak  ships,  and  so  ibey  might  con- 
sole themselves  by  the  chance  of  baring 
tbe   repair  of.  ships  which  required  no 
repair.     Then  the  noble  earl  advected  to 
the  India  trade,  and  read  authorities  to 
show    how    advantageous    tbe    mcasnre 
would  be  in  that  view.    But  who  were 
these  authorities?  Persons  connected  with 
India.    Rare  authorities !  *Did  yon  ever 
hear  a  fishmonger  call  out  stinking  fishr 
that  was  not  to  be  expected.    But  their 
lordships  .ought  al^o  to  consider,  thai  it 
was  possible  that  India  might  be  separated 
firom  thia  country ;  arid  where,  then,  waa 
th^. soundness  of  that  policy  which  went 
to  transfer  ou(  naval  establishmente  to  thak 
country?     Our    laws,  our  religioQ,  oor 
existence  as  a  nation,  depended  on  oor 
navy }  and  it  ought  to  be  a  matter  ef  para» 
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woml  poliojr  to  c^fofine  oar  aUp^bfliMiAg 
aiiabAubaeals  m  mvcb  m  |Midble  lo-lhii 
coamry.  Befoia  ib«  firti  ▲■nrkwli  waft 
»o  ana  vtauld  bava  baliarad  ia  a  aapai*- 
tioD.  Tba  iama  langaaga,  tba  faan  habiit, 
laws,  raligioB,  te.  bound  at  logalbar,  and 
yel  tba  lefNualiaB  laak  placa;  9mA  wa 
4Might  aot  iberafere  la  racban  loo  aaaaraly 
oo  ladia.  Tba  policy  waa  alfeogaihar 
monstroaib  Sbow  ma  aocb  poliiiciaM^ 
aaid  bit  iordtbip,  end  I  ijrili  sbow  yoo  Iba 
datcription  of  tlateaman  mantionad  by 
.Pr«  Franklin-** tbota  wbo  bate  faaod  oat 
cbe  sofcai  lo  naka  of  a  graai  tiata  a  fery 
amall  ona« 

Tbe  Eirlof  Dmamgkmon  •M,  ba  wanted 
%a  baar  aomaibing  in  juttifioaiion  of  tia 
Bill  befora  tbair  lordtbipt.    Hii  opinioo 
'  5vat  not  DMraty  thai  tba  Bill  oagbt  not  to 
.ba  pcimitiad  to  go  any  iaribar,  bot  tbat 
it  bad  aliaady  gana  ioo  far.     Not  ona 
argamem,  noi  ona  word  of  tba  noblo  lord's 
.  apeecb  went  to  jtMtily  tba  amatara.    He 
had  stated  notbing  to  sbow  in  wbat  way» 
ot  upon  wbatprincipla,  tba  pastraintwbicb 
it  impased  coold  ba  osafnl*   Tba  procaad- 
ang,  be  did  not  basiuta  to  say,  was  new ; 
and  being  S0|  was  at  least  entitled  to  a 
.aingle  argooient,  or  a  abort  explanation. 
Tba  Bill  went  to  restrain  a  right  wbicb 
was  not  only  exaroised  at  prasant,  bat  had 
asistcd  for  the  space  of  SO  years.    Be* 
.  tween  tbe  year  1704  an<i  the  present  time, 
MS  ships  were  bailt  in  ladia  and  regis- 
tered.    The  Bill  went  to  abridge  &at 
right.    Wookl  it  be  wrong  toreqaire  time 
to,  read  orer  tbe  evidence,  and  enable 
ministers  to  do  tbe  same  ?  The  nobia  earl, 
in  particular,  oagbt  to  be  folly  aware  of 
tba  evidence  in  support  of  bis  own  case ; 
yet  not  a  word  on  that  snbject  bad  escaped 
-bim.    He  thought  that  India  should  be 
.permitted  to  remain  as  it  was  in  point  of 
abippiog.     All  they  wanted  was,  to  be 
left  as  they  were  before;    and  yet  bis 
Majesty's  ministers  conceived  themselves 
.  justiGed  in  withholding  every  information 
on  a  Bill  of  two  years  standing  in  tbe 
other  House  of  Parliament.    The  autho- 
rity of  a  noble  person,  well  acquainted 
vrith   East    India    afibirs    (the    marquis 
'  Wellesley),  had  been  quoted.     He  ra- 
apected  that  authority  much ;    but  there 
was  also  another  to  which  no  allusion  had 
been  made,  and  whose  weight  conld  not 
ba  inconsiderable.  Ho  alluded  to  a  speech 
tbat  was  spolcen  by  the  late  lord  Melville 
.  In  tbe  year  1801,  in  which  that  noblainain 
axpressed  a  hope  tbat  he  would  live  to 
jea  tko  4iay  wban :  India-Ml  iliipa  would 


ba  Mmiltad^  into'  tbo  ports  of  Great 
Britain,*  not  only  a»  marclUnt  vessels,  but 
as  ships  of  war*  He  did  not  conceive . 
why  tbat  right  should  ba  taken  frodi 
tbcm«  It  seemed  to  be  taken  for  granted 
tbat  soma  restriction  should  ba  applied.^ 
why  I  •  no  reason  was  assigned.  And 
was  this  a  season  to  refuse  considering 
soch  important  topics  ?  Ouaht  ibey  not 
to  obsawo  the  decency  of  soma'  ap« 
paarance  of  deliberation?  Tbe  Indian^ 
empire  bad  stood  well  and  firmly,  and  ha 
hoped  would  long  stand  so,  under  tbe  re- 
gulations tbat  bad  existed  for  SO  years, 
bomo  further  delay  woakl  enable  him  to 
understand  the  subject  better  himself,  and 
would  afiord  tbe  noble  earl  an  opportunity 
of  reviving  his  recollection  and  increasing 
bis  knowledge.  His  lordship  concbided 
with  moving,  Tbat  tbe  debata  be  adp 
journed. 

The  Earl  of  Buekm^amtUre  assured 
tbe  noble  lord  and  tba  Uoose,  that  ba  had 
read  evary  word  of  the  avidance,  nine^ 
tenths  of  which  did  not  apply  to  the 
qaeation.  At  tba  time  of  the  renewal  of 
the  East  India  Company's  Charter,  it  was 
deemed  necessary  to  introduce  a  clause 
to  the-  same  efiect  as  the  present  Bill, 
Soma  misraprasantations,  however,  having 
gone  abroad,  and  persons  being  desirous 
to  be  board  in  evidence  at  tbe  bar,  time 
was  given  to  produce  them.  It  was  after^ 
wards  determined  that  the  clanse  should 
be  taken  out  of  the  Bill,  and  made  the 
sobject  of  a  distinct  measure.  A  tempo- 
rary enactment  was  then  passed  -  for  the 
year,  and  the  permanent  one  postponed 
to  tb^  present  session.  The  misrepresent 
tations  had  now  abated,  and  the  persons 
who  before  complained  regardejd  it  rather 
as  a. relief  than  an  injury.  If  the  ship- 
builders of  India  were  themselves  satisfied 
with  the  Bill,  the  naval  defence  of  this 
country  was  of  soch  importance  as  to 
render  the  restraint  imposed  on  them  a 
useful  policy.  ' 

Tbe  question  was  put  on  the  adjourn- 
ment, and  negatived  without  a  division. 
The- House  then  went  into  a  c<)mmittea 
on  the  Bill.  * 

Lord  ToiTMi^efi  objected  to  the  large 
propottfen  of  Latcars  beyond  British  sea- 
men, as  dangerous  te  tbe  commercial  and 
naval  intoreste  of  tbe  country,  and  pro* 
posed  a  clause  for  exclading  East  India 
ships  not  built  and  registered  in  thif  kioj^- 
.dom  from  the  privileges  of  ^ritish*buiU 
ships. 

Tbe  fyf\  q{  BudttHSkamMre  i«id»  bo 
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HoAnan  ww  mMler  of  tba^tkip. 
Cbarloiia;  the  wai  freighted  by  Britiali 
mcKhftoU  to  HaTre*de-Grac^»  under 
licence  of  his  Miyesly'ft  government^  with, 
sugar  and  coffee;  she  sailed  in  April  or 
Hay  181 3*  under  Danish  colours;  after 
sbe  left  Portsmouth,  she  was  captured  by 
u  vessel  under  Spanish  colours,  assuming 
to  be  a  Spanish  priyateer,  called  the  San 
Juan  Baptista*  in  which  Mr.  Berestien  wa^ 
I  believe,  the  chief  mate  ;  the  Charlotte 
was  brought  into  Portsmouth  in  the  month 
•f  July  1813,  as  priae  to  the  San  Joan 
Bapttsta :  no  control  whatever  was .  ezer- 
4iised  over  the  person  of  captain  Hoffman ; 
he  came  to  London,  and  occasionally  went 
down  to  Portsmouth,  and  went  on  board 
his  ship,  until  the  month  of  April,  18  li; 
on  the  6th  of  April  IHH,  he  went  on 
board  for  the  purpose  of  superintending 
the  delivery  oC  the  cargo  out  of  the 
Cbarlotta  into  warehouses  under  .  the 
Custom-house  locks,  an  application  having 
been  made  by  the  proprietors,  that,  pend- 
ing the  proceedings  going  on  between  the 
captors  and  the  proprietors  (her  character 
of  a  Spanish  privateer  being  denied)  the 
cargo  might  be  delivered  into  their  ware- 
houses ;  captain  Hoffman  was  seised  on 
going  on  board,  by  the  prize-master  and 
the  Spaniards  on  board  his  ship,  and 
thrown  into  a  boat  along-side  the  vessel, 
without  either  hat  or  shoeS|  carried  on 
board  the  San  Joan  Baptista,  and  there 
put  into  irons;  information  was  imme- 
diately given  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
cargo,  and  on  the  7th  of  April,  applica- 
tion was  made  to  Mr.  Justice  Bay  ley  for 
a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  and  the  writ 
was  granted  by  Mr^  Justice  Bayley  on  the 
same  day,  and  forwarded  to  Portsmouth 
that  night  by  express:  I  think  on  the  8th 
or  9th,  the  writ  was  served  on.  Jose  Beres- 
tien, the  person  ha?  ing  the  command  of 
the  San  Juan  Baptista,  who  refused  obe- 
dience to  the  writ,  disclaiming  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Court,  and  stating  that  Hoffman 
was  his  prisoner ;  and  in  fact  be  entered 
a  protest  with  the  Spanish  Consul  at  Ports- 
mouth, against  the  process  of  the  Court ; 
an  affidavit  of  the  service  was  transmitted 
to  town,  accomptoied  with  a  statement  of 
the  refusal  of  the  commanding  officer  to 
deliver  up  Hoffman;  in  consequence  of 
which  an  application  was  made  to  Mr. 
Justice  Bayley,  to  enforce  obedience  to 
the  writ ;  he  had  a  conference  with  Mr. 
Justice  Dampier,  at  which  Mr.  Dealtry  of 
the  CrowB*office  was  present ;  and  a  letter 
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was  addiassed  by  them,  or  one  of  then^ 
to  l^rd  Ellenboroogh,  stating  the  cireom-* 
sunces  of  this  case,  and  the  ■  inuninent. 
peril  in  which  Hoffman's  life  was  coost- 
dered  to  be  from  the  violence  of  the  con- 
duct ef  this  man ;  for  I  should  stsite,  it* 
was  exceedingly  difficult  even  to  serve 
the  procen,  for  the  crew  of  the  San  Joan 
Baptista  came  on  the  deck  with  catlasaes 
and  daggers,  and  threatened' the  life  of 
any  person  who  should  come  on  board  : 
application  was  made,  as  I  understood, 
from  Mr.  Justice  Bayley  to  lord  Ellenbo-- 
rough,  •  on  the  12tb;  on  the  15th  we 
received  lord  Ellenborougb's  answer,  that 
obedience  could  not  be  enforced  till  the 
succeeding  term,  which  commenced  on 
the  27th  of  April ;  many^  delays  took 
place  after  the  commencement  of  the 
term,  and  he  wras  not .  rele^ed  in  .fact  till 
the  l5th  of  May:  they  obtained  %  toI« 
to  show  cause  why  the  writ  of  Habeaa 
Corpus  should  not  be  quashed ;  and  Be- 
restien made. an  affidavit,  claiming  Hoff^ 
man  as  a  prisoner  of  war ;  affidavits  vf ere 
made  to  rebut  that  statement ;  and  oo  the 
hearing  of  the  case  on  the  two  sets  of 
affidaviu,  the  Qourt  ordered  HoffmuQ  to 
be  discharged. 

Was  any  attachment  ordered  against 
Berestein  ? — An  attachment  was  ordered 
to  lie  in  the  Crown-office. 

How  came  it  not  to  be  enforced  ?^He 
delivered  op  Hoffman,  and  allowed  him  to 
be  taken  on  shore. 

Was  any  compensation  obtained  ?— 
Only  the  "costs:  I  have  omitted  to  sute, 
that  so  fully  were  Mr.  Justice  Bayley  and 
Mr.  Justice  Dampier  aware  of  the  danger 
in  which  this  man  was  placed,  and  the 
importance,  if  possible,  of  enforcing  obe- 
dience to  the  writ|  that  w:hen  they  wrete 
to  lord  Ellenboroogh,  they  also  directed 
Mr.  Dealtry  to  wriie  to  the  Comm'u- 
sioners  of  the  Customs  in  their  naoies, 
requesting  their  interference  to  prevent, 
if  possible,  Hofiin^n  being  taken  out  of 
the  San  Juan  Baptista,  or  the  sailing  of 
the  San  Juan  Baptista,  or  in  fact  to 
control  the  conduct  of  the  Spaniards  re- 
specting him. 

The  Ju4ges  were  of  opinion  they  conM 
not  issue  proceis  of  contempt  in  vacation  ? 
— -Yeai,  that  was  the  impression  upon  their 
own  minds;  and  tbey  stated  the  caae  to 
lord  Ellenborough,  in  order  to  hava  the 
sanction  of  his  opinion* 

Was  any.  action  afterwards  commenced 
for  the  damages  i  -*No«  there  waa  not« 
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Mr.  John  Alexander  Berry  called  in^  and 

examined. 

In  what  office  are  yQU?-— In  the  Six 
Clerks  Office  in  Chancery ;  I  am  agent 
to  Mr.  Shaddickj^  I  bate  been  in  the 
office  between  %Q  and  40  years* 

Hare  you  ever  known  writs  of  Habeas 
Corpus  sid  Sobjiciendum  issued  out  of  the 
Chancery  in  vacation,  except  where  the 
party  was  under  a  criminal  charge,  or  was 
an  infant  ?-— I  have ;  I  recollect  one  in- 
stance where  a  Habeas  Corpus  was  made 
out  to  bring  in  the  body  of  a  married 
woman  returnable  in  vacation ;  but  it  was 
made  oqt  in  the  term. 

Have  you  known  of  any  instance  of 
such  a  writ  being  issued  in  vacation  ?— 
No,  I  have  not;  and  I  have  taken  pains 
to  ascertain  whether  such,  a  thing  has 
been  known  in  the  office,  and  cannot  find 
that  any  other  person  is  aware  of  such  a 
circumstance :  I  have  applied  at  the  Re- 
gister's Office,  to  know  whether  they  have 
ever  drawn  up  an  order  for  an  Habeas 
Corpus  in  the  vacation;  and  they  have 
no  recollection  of  having  done  so. 

Do  you  know  of  many  applications 
having  been  made  for  writs  of  Habeas 
Corpus  ?— I  never  knew  but  of  two  appli« 
cations  for  Habeas  Corpus ;  the  one  in  the 
case  of  a  married  woman,  and  the  other 
in  the  case  of  a  child. 

Henry  Dealiry,  esq.  called  in,  and  exa- 
mined. 

When  was  the  writ  issued  in  the  ca&e 
of  Berestien  ?— On  the  7  th  of  April  1814. 

That  was  in  vacation  ?i— It  was. 

When  was  the  attachment  moved  for  ? 
— On  the  28th  of  April,  which  was  the 
second  day  of  term. 

What  was  the'  issue  of  that  matter  ?-* 
The  Court  granted  a  rule  to  show,  cause 
why  an  attachment  should  not  issue;  on 
the  6th  of  May  Berestien  obtained  a  rule 
to  show  cause  why*  the  Habeas  Corpus 
should  not  be  quashed;  on  the  14th  of 
IVlay,  the  Court  discharged  the  rule  Nisi 
for  quashing  the  Habeas  -Corpus,  and 
made  the  rale  absolute  for  the  attachment, 
but  directed  the  attachment  to  lie  in  the 
office  till  the  further  order  of  the  Court. 

Would  it  be  in  the  course  of  the  Court  to 
give  any  directions  wiih  respect  to  costs 
in  such  a  case?— No,  I  think  not;  in 
regular  ^course  they  might  have  discharged 
the  rule  Nisi  for  the  attachment  on  the 
payment  of  <;osts ;  the  only  other  way,  I 
apprehend,  in  which  they  could  give  the 
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costs,  would  be  by  mitigating  the  sen- 
tence for  the  contempt,  in  consideration 
of  the  payment  of  coats. 

Is  or  is  not  an  attachment  for  not  re* 
turning  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  bailable 
by  a  Judge?— I  have  always  considered  it 
no  be  so.  • 

Does  the  Court  of  King's-bench,  upon 
a  return  to  a  Habeas  Corpus  ad  Sobjici- 
endum at  common  law,  examine  by  affi- 
davit into  the' truth  of  the  facts  contained 
in  the  return  ?— I  apprehend  not. 

Are  the  applications -made  to  the  Court 
of  King'a-bench  for  writs  of  Habeas  Cor* 
pus  ad  Subjiciendum  not  within  the  sta* 
tute  of  Charles  2nd,  numerous  ?  -—They 
are  more  numerous  in  time  of  war  the^n  of 
peace;  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  the 
number,  not  having  an  individual  know 
ledge  of  all  the  applications,  each  clerk 
in  court  issuing  those  for  which  appltca* 
tion  is  made  to  him. 

What  do  you  conceive  to  be  the  pro* 
portion  of  those  issued  under  the  statute, 
to  those  under  the  comoion  law  ?— I  can«> 
not  speak  to  the  proportion,  but  I  conceive 
very  few  indeed  are  issued  under  the  sta- 
tute* 

In  time  of  war  is  not  a  large  proportion 
in  the  case  of  impressed  seamen  ?— It  is. 

Have  you  known  instancies  of  applica- 
tions made  in  the  case  of  infants  detained.^ 
— ^Tes. 

Have  there  been  many  such  cases 
within  your  experience  ?-*Not  many. 

Have  there  been  any  in  the  case  of 
married  women  ?— There  have. 

Have  there  been  any  in  cases  ot 
lunacy? — There  have  been  several  appli- 
cations; and  I  think  there  have  been  one 
or  two  granted  in  the  cases  of  persons  con- 
fined as  lunatics. 

Do  you  happen  to  recollect  within 
your  own  experience,  instances  occurring 
in  vacation  time,  of  an  application  for  a 
writ  in  any  of  those  cases,  of  lunatics, 
infants,  or  married  women  ? — Yes  ;  the 
instances  of  such  applications  have  been 
very  few. 

LttxuB,  12*  dieJunii,  1815. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Onslow  io^  the  Chair. 

Mr.  William  Cook,   called  in,   and  exa- 

mii^d. 

I  am  partner  with  Abraham  Rhodes  and 
Thomas  Handley ,  assoltcitors  and  attornies, 
and  was  employed  in.  October  1803,  by 
Wm.  Woodward,  and  Fanny  Woodward, 
the  brother  and  mother  of  Elizabeth  Wood- 
ward, a  minoi  of  the  age  of  sixteen  years^ 
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to  rae  oat  a  writ  of  Habteas  Corpus  4Kreeted 
10  William  Wilson,  of  Basingstoke,  in  the 
county  of  Hantf,  inn- keeper,  baring  tbe 
.custody  of  Elizabetb  Woodward^  to  &ing 
her  up  before  Lord  £Uenboroogb  on  the 
receipt  of  tbat  writ ;  she  left  ber  mother's 
boose  at  Winchester  on  Sunday  9ib  Oct.; 
she  lived  with  ber  mother,  who,  I  believe, 
lived  on  her  fortune;  on  her  being 
missed,  she  was  traced,  after  great  trouble, 
Ihroogb  various  stages,  to  London,  as  ac- 
companied by  Wilson,  in  whose  custody 
she  remained  :  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus 
was  served  on  Wilson  on  tbe  18th  Oct., 
he  was  served  al  Basingstoke,  and  her 
abode  could  not  be  discovered;  on  the 
22d  October  he  returned  the  writ  before 
Mr.  Justice  Laurence,  stating  that  Eliza- 
betb Woodward  was  not,  at  the  time  of 
serving  the  writ,  nor  at  any  time  since,  in 
his  custody  or  power,  *  and  that  slie  was 
free  from  his  control,  and  that  therefore 
he  could  not  produce  her ;  I  objected  to 
the  return,  as  untrue  in  the  fact  of  her 
BOt  being  in  bis  custody;  but  the  Judge 
was  of  opinion  that  he  coold  not  enter 
into  that  inquiry :  on  that  a  bill  in  Chan- 
cery was  filed,  .and  she  was  made  a  ward 
of  court ;  and  by  an  order  of  the  Lord 
Chancellor  she  was  delivered  up  to  her 
friends :  tiBrm  commenced  the  6th  Nov.; 
application  was  made  to  the  Court  of 
KingVbench  against  William  WiUon,  for 
not  having  paid  doe  obedience  to  ihe  writ 
of  Habeas  Corpus ;  and  it  appearing  to  the 
Court  that  he  had  wilfully  disobeyed  the 
writ,  he  was  in  the  Hilary  Term  following 
committed  to  the  custody  of  the  Marshal 
of  that  Court,  and  being  brought  up  again 
in  the  same  term  for  judgment,  he  was  by 
thje  said  Court  ordered  to  be  imprisoned  in 
his  Majesty's  gaol  of  Newgate  for  s^x 
calendar  months,  and  to  pay  a  fina^of 
fifty  pounds. 

Javis,  \5''dieJiinu\Q]5. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Onslow,  in  the  Chair. 

yhoma$  Jokuong  esq.  called  in,  and  exa- 
mined. 

I  am  partner  with  James  Farrer,  esq. 
the  principal  secretary  of  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor ;  in  the  situation  of  secretaries,  we 
have  not  made  out  any  writs  of  Habeas 
Corpus  ad  Subjiciendum  since  Mr.  Farrer 
held  the  office,  during  eight  years :  we 
have  caused  inquiries  to  be  made  at  the 
Si«  Clerks  Office,  at  the  Petty  Bag  Office, 
Crown  and  Cursitors  Office  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery,  and  have  not  been  able  to 
ascertain  that  such  a  writ  has  issued  in  the 


Court  of  Chi^oejry  within  the  Inat  tea 
years. 

Henty  JhqUry,  ^sq.  further  examined. 

Did  yooy  by  the  desire  of  Mr.  Jaatice 
Dampier,  Mr.  Justice  Bay  ley,  or  either 
of  them,  address  any  letter  to  the  Com- 
missioners of  tbe  Customs,  respecting  the 
case  of  Ludwig  Hoffman  ?— >I  did,  by  the 
desire  of  Mr.  Justice  Bayley,  addreas  a 
letter  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Co>* 
toms,  of  which  the  foUowiog  is  a  copy. 

[Copy  of  Letter,  and  also  a  return  of 
the  Qomber  of  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus, 
&c.  delivered  in,  and  read.] 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commissiotien  of 
his  Majesty's  Customs. 

I  am  directed  by  Mr.  Justice  Bayley  to 
state  to  your    honours,  tbat  a  Writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus  being  issued  out  of  the 
Court  of  King's-bench,  requiring  the  person 
having  charge  of  the  ship  San  Joan  Bap- 
tists, or   other  person    having    the  cus- 
tody of  Ludgwig  HofFmau,  to  have    the 
body  of  the  said  Ludgwig  Hoffman  before 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  the  said  Court  : 
and  it  being  represented  to  Mr.  Justice 
Bayley  that  the  said  ship  is  now  at  Ports- 
mouth, under  the  charge  of  officers  of  the 
Customs;    and  that  Jose  Berestien,   first 
mate  of  the  said  ship,,  is'  the  person  who 
has    the  custody    of  the  said   Ludgwig 
Hofiinau ;  and  that  he  has  refused  to  pay 
present  obedience  to  the  said    writ:    it 
appears  to  Mr.  Justice  Bayley  that  it  may 
conduce  to  the  furtherance  of  justice  if 
the  said  ship  was  not  permitted  to  sail,  or 
the  said  Ludgwig  Hoffman  to  be  remored 
by  the  said  Jose  Berestien,  until  the  said 
Writ  has  been  obeyed. — I  am,  with  great 
respect, yo«ir  honours  most  obedientsery^m, 

Crown-qfice,  Tempie,        H.  Dealtry. 
April  \2,  18U. 

A  Return  of  the  Number  of  Writs  of 
Habeas  Corpus  ad  Subjiciendnm  issoed 
on  tbe  Crown  Side  of  the  Court  of 
King's-bench,  during  the  year  pre* 
ceding  tbe  first  day  of  last  Mlcbaelmu 
Term. 

Writs  of  Habeas  Corpus  ad  Sutjiciendam 
have  issued  for  bringing  up  eigbty-sii 
persoqs^-exclusive  of  eleven  such  WritSi 
issued  for  bringing  up  s^^erifTs. 

Craum-ogice,  Temple^        I).  D£altrt« 
June  8,  1815. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Oiufoto  gave  notice,  that  it 
was  his  intentionf  early  in  the  next  session^ 
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Motion   KEspccTiito   trb   Gbant  or 
CBETAlK  Pensions.]     M>.  H.  Martin  ro8e« 
in  pvineance  of  his  notice,  to  submit  e 
motion  to  the  House  rekittve  to  the  grant 
of  certain  pensions  which  he  cenceired 
were  irregolar*    The  pensions  in  question 
were,  one  to  the  femify  of  a  member  of 
Parliament,  which  was  granted  on  the  1st 
of  Febraary,  1806,  and  charged  on  the 
establishment  of  the  Foreign  Secretary; 
and  two  others,  granted  to  two  highly 
nieritorioaa   officers    (coloneU  Congrete 
and  Shrapnell)  by  a  private  intimation 
from  the  OroWn  to  the  Master-general  of 
the  Ordnance,  and  ebarged  on  th4^  Ord- 
nance estabiishment.      The  first    grant 
which  he  had  mentioned  he  contencjed 
was  illegal,  as  wof^ld  be  perceived  if  the 
consequences  of  it  were  examined.    The 
revenue  of  the  Foreign  Secretary's  ofBce 
consisted  of  fees,  which  were  taxes  raised 
in  an  indirect  manner  on  the  subject ;  and 
if  these  were  not  sufficient,  the  deficiency 
was  sopplied  out  of  the  Civil  List.    There- 
fose,  if  the  pension  was  paid  out  of  the 
lees,  it  was  a  diversion  of  indirect  taxes  to 
purposes  not  sanctioned  by  Parliament;  if 
out  of  the  Civil  List,  what  became  of  the 
provisions  of  Mr.  Burke's  Bill  ?     These 
pensions  also  being  granted  for  life  were, 
in  effect,  a  charge  upon  the  Civil  List  for 
a  longer  time  than  it  was  in  the  power  of 
the  monarch  to  grant^-his  power  being 
restricted  to  grants  during  his  own  life. 
The  grant  was,  therefore,  invalid,  as  no 
similar  grant  had  ever  been  expressly  sanc- 
tioned by  Parliament ;  and  indeed  if  si^ch 
grants  were  ever  made  formerly, they  could 
not  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
House,  as  the  practice  of  lajing  before  the 
House  all  increascv  of  salaries  and  grants 
of  pensions  had  not  been  customary  before 
it  was  enacted  by  the  50th  of  the  King. 
No  negligence  on  the  part  of  Parliament 
could'  authorize  usurpation;   and  it  was 
therefore  the  duty  of  the  House  to  express 
its  sense  as  to  the  grant  in  question,  even 
if  it  should  be  proved  that  such  grants  had 
been  before  made.     This  grant  was  first 
made  known  to  the  House  by  th^  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Expenditure  of  1807 ;  by 
which  Jit  also  appeared  that  the  Crown 
bad  usurped  the  power  of  granting  pen- 
sions out  of  the  produce  of  old  stores, 
which  was  disapproved  of  by  the  House, 
on  the  exprens  ground  that  the  Crown  had 
no  right  to  charge  indirectly  the  reYcnue 


by  such  grants.    The  other  grants  which 
he  had  allo^d  to  were  two  pensions  of 
12001.  each,  to  two  distinguished  officers  ; 
and  though  the  House  sli^ohl  not  behold 
with  jealous  eye  the  rewards   given  to 
merit,  it  should  exercise  vigilance  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  they  were  conferred. 
These  pensions  were  granted  by  an  inti**' 
mation  of  the  Royal  pleasure  to  the  Master- 
general  of  the  Ordnance  on  the  14th  of 
January,  1814,  though  not  communicated 
to  Parliament  till  the  month   of  April. 
Such' a  proceediing  he  conceived  to  involve 
a  complete  deviation  from  the  object  of 
Mr.  Burke's  Bill.    That  Act  most  indee<f 
become  nugatory,  if  it  were  competent  to 
Royal  authority  to  charge  a  pension  upon 
any  of  the  public  offices  without  reference 
to  Parliament.    In  the  case  of  colonel 
Congrere  the  order  of  the  sign  manual  to 
the  Master-general  of  the  Ordnance  ws9 
simply  this,  that   1200/.   a  tear  should 
from  year  to  year  be  chaiiged  among  the- 
Ordnance  estimates  for  that  officer.    Thuv 
this  grant  was  dearly  during  pleasure ;  for 
what  was  to  prevent  the  Prince  Regent 
from  revoking  such  a  grant,  and  issuing  anr 
order  accordingly  to  the  Master-general 
of  the  Ordnance?  In  this  view,  then,  it* 
appeared  that  the  Adt  of  Anne  was  vio-' 
lated,    for    according  to  that  Act   an/ 
member  of  that  House  accepting  a  pension* 
during  pleasure  was  called  upon  to  vacate 
his  seat.    The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
observed,  that  it  was  not  his  wish  to  disturb 
any  of  the  grants  alluded  to;  but  merely 
to  propose  •  a  Resolution,    the  object  of 
which  would  be  to  put  a  check  upon  such 
grants    in   future,    and  to  prevent  any 
charge  from  being  made  upon  any  of  tb^ 
public  offices,  other  than  such  establish- 
ments were  usually  liable  to,  without  first' 
obtaining  the  content  of  that  House. — He 
concluded  with  proposing  his  Resolution,- 
namely, 

*^That  it  appearing  to  this  House  that- 
certain  pensions  have  been  granted  by  war- 
rants under  the  Royal  sign  manual,  payable 
out  of  the  establishment  of  the  office  of  Se« 
cretary  of  SUkte  Ibr  Foreign  Affairs,  and  the 
monies  to  be  appropriated  for  the  service' 
of  the  Ordnance,  it  is  necessary  to  declare 
that  the  fund*  upon  which  such  pensioiis 
are  charged  constitute  no  part  of  the' 
revenue  of  the  Crown,  and  that  the  said- 
pensions  ought  not  to  have  been  granted 
without  the  express  consent  and 'authority 
of  this  House  previously  obtained/' 

On  the  motion  being  put, 

Mr.  IL  Ward  rose,  and  first  addressed 
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his  obserTaiions  to  that  pension  which  vras 
'granted  from  the  office  with  which  be  was 
connected;  ;and  while  he  felt  that  this 
grant  was  made  to  an  officer   (colonel 
Congreve)  of  indispaiable  merit,  he  was 
prepared  to  maintain  that  the  grant  itself 
involved  no  unusual  exercise  of  the  Royal 
prerogative,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it 
was  fully  agreeable  to  ancient  practice. 
There  were,  indeed,  various  sources  of 
revenue  which  formed  no  part  of  the  he- 
reditary revenue  included  in  the  commu- 
tation with  respect  to  the  Civil  List,  upon 
which  the  Crown  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  charging  pensions  for  the  reward  of 
public  services.      Among  those   soarces 
were  certain  fees  and  gratuities  received 
in  the  public  offices ;  and  upon  such  funds 
it  had  been  an  old  custom  to  assign  pen- 
sions for  the  compensation  of  retired  of- 
ficers, or  as  a  remuneration  to  persons 
rendering  sofcne  public  service  in  such  de- 
partments,    Ui^on  the  Post-office,  for  in- 
stance, between  6  and  7,000/.  a  year  were 
so  charged,  including  an  annuity  of  3,000L 
to  Mr.  r aimer.     But  it  would  seem,  from 
the  strain  of  the  hgn.  and  learned  gentle* 
nan's  observations,  that  the  pensions  to 
\^hich  he  referred  were  really  smuggled 
cases,  which  now,  for  the  first  time,  had 
cpme  to  light;   whereas- the  fact  was,  that 
above  thirty  such    pensions    had    been 
granted  within  35  years,  which  had  newer 
been  animadvertea  upon  or  pronounced 
ijlegal,  although  such  grants  had  come 
under  the  consideration  of,  the  Finance 
Committees  of  17S5  and  1797.     Nay,  al- 
though such  grants  had  been  noticed  in 
the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditure  in 
1807,  of  which  the  hon.  mover  was  him- 
self a  member,  the  sul^ect  had  not  been 
brought  under  the  consideration  of  the 
House  until  the  present  moment.    How 
came  it,  then,  that  the  subject  had  for  nine 
years  been  allowed,  to  sleep,  and  how 
came  it,  also,  that  although  the  hon.  and 
learned  mover's  notice  referred  only  to 
one%  case,    he    had  this  night   brought 
forward  three  cases  ?    But  where,  he  would 
Bsk,  was  the  law,  written  or  unwritten, 
that  forbad  this  mode  of  granting  pensions 
by  the  Crown?     The  hon.  and  learned 
mover  had  stated,  that  those  pensions  were 
\irtually  .granted  out  of  the  Civil  List, 
and  that  being  granted  without  the  pre- 
vious consent  of  that  House,  they  involved 
a  yriolation  of  Mr.  Burke'a  Act.     But  he 
denied  the  hon.  and    learned  member's 
fact,  and  his  inference  also.     He  denied 
hi$  facti  becaiise  those  pensioos  ivere  not 


granted  out  of  funds  iocloded  in  the  com- 
mutatioa  of  the  Civil  list  for   the  here- 
ditary revenue.    But  even  adaaitting  his 
fact,  his  inference  was  incorrect ;   for  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Bttfke's  Act,  the  Crown 
was  authorised  to  grant  pensians  out  oi 
the  Civil  List,  to  the  amount  of  95,000/.  a 
year ;    and  the  fact  was,  that  up   to  Fe- 
bruary last,  only  87,000/.. had   been   so 
granted-^o  that  as  pnly-the  pension  of 
colonel  Congreve,  and  700/.  a  year  to  thst 
meritorious  servant  of  the   pnblic*     Mr. 
Cooke  [Hear,  hear!    from  lord    Castle- 
reagb] ;   it  followed  of  course,  that  Mr. 
Burke  s  Act  had  not  been  in  any  degree 
violated,   even  supposing    colonel     Con- 
greve's  pension  to  have    been    g^ranted 
without  the  previous  consent  of  that  House. 
But,  in  troth,  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown 
was  competent  to  order  the    allowance 
alluded  to,  to  be  granted  to  colonel  Con- 
greve, for  his  services  in  the  Ordnance 
department,  in  which  department  no  other 
grant  had  been  made  for  some  time,  but 
one  to  himself  (Mr.  Ward),  for  which  ho 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  oBer  any 
justification,  as  he 'had  made  a  sacrifice 
by  accepting  office  in  that  department* 
As  to  the  alleged  illegality,  however,  of 
such  grants,  it  was  evident  from  Mr.  Per* 
ceval's  Act  of  the  50ih  of  the  King,  that 
that  allegation  was  unfouaded.     For  this 
Act  was  avowedly  brought  forward  and 
drawn  up  to  regulate  office  pensions, which 
of  course  was  a  Clear  admission  of  the  le- 
|;ality  of  such  grants  as  those  onder  con- 
sideration.   But  it  was  obvious,  that  the 
order  of  the  Crown  with  respect  to  the 
gprant  to  colonel  Congreve,  was  made  wiih 
the  consent  of  that  House,  for  it  was  in- 
cluded in  the  Ordnance  estimates,  which 
were  voted  by  the  House;    therefore  it 
appeared  that  the  hon.  and  learned  mo?er'f 
complaint  was  totally  unfounded.     Then, 
as  to  the  hon.  and  learned  mover's  re- 
ference to  the  Act  of  Anne,  there  was  not 
one  word  in  the  order  of  the  Crown  ad- 
dressed to  the  Master-general  of  the  Ord- 
nance, which  implied  that  the  pension  to 
colonel    Congreve   was    granted    during 
pleasure.     Of  course  this  pension  did  not 
come  at  all  within  the  meaning  of  that 
Act;    for  it  was  not  granted  with  any 
view  to  create  undue  influence  upon  the 
mind  of  a  member  of  that  House,  but  to 
remunerate  eminent  public  services. 

Sir  J.  Bererford  bore  testimony  to  the 
great  .benefits  which  were  derived  from 
the  use  of  colonel  Congreve's  rockets,  n 
he  had.  himself  witnessed  \sk  actual  secFice. 
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'  Mr.  H,  Martin  in  reply  stated,  that  his 
treason  for  abstamtng  from  bringing  forward 
any  moiion  earlier,  respecting  the  parti- 
cular pension  which  had  been  alluded  to, 
was  because  he  thought  the  Report  of  the 
Commhtee  of  Public  Expenditure  would 
have  effectually  checked  all  such  grants ; 
but  when  he  found  two  ott^r  pensions 
granted,  of  precisely  a  similar  description, 
Jie  thought  it  right  to  bring  the  whole 
subject  under  the  notice  of  the  House, 
lest  the  thing  should,  at  last,  swell  into  an 
intolerable  grievance.  With  regard  to 
the  Po8t*office  revenue,  that  was  distinctly 
commuted  upon  the  accession  of  his  pre- 
sent Majesty,  and  the  Crown,  therefore, 
had  no  right  to  charge  pensions  upon  it« 
As  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman respecting  the  application  to  that 
House  in  the  way  of  estimate,  for  its'  con- 
currence, if  he  was  correctly  informed, 
that  pension  had  been  paid  to  the  indlTi- 
dual  for  at  least  ten  years,  out  of  different 
offices,  and  which  they  were  now  called 
vpon  to  continue.  He  apprehended,  how- 
ever, that  the  constitutional  way  of  grant* 
ing  a  pension,  was  not  by  foisting  it  into 
an  estimate,'  but  by  a  message  from  the 
Crown.  The  hon.  gentleman  said,  that 
the  seat  of  colonel  Congreve  in  that  House 
vvas  not  affected  by  his  pension,  because 
ii  did  not  come  within  the  meaning  of  the 
statute  of  Anne;  butupon  the  above  points, 
and  especially  the  latter,-  he  differed  from 
the  hon.  gentleman.  What  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Parliament  that  passed  that  Act  ? 
To  prevent  the  extension  of  the  influence 
of  the  Crown,  not  surely  so  far  only  as 
related  to  granting  pensions  from  the 
Civil  List,  but  in  every  other  way.  Was 
it  probable,  indeed,  that  Parliament  would 
leave  the  Crown  in  possession  of  numerous 
offices,  with  the  power  to  grant  pensions 
upoa  those  offices  in  any  manner,  except 
from  the  hereditary  revenue  f  He  appre- 
hended, therefore,  that  the  hon.  gentle- 
man was  a  little  incorrect  in  his  view  of 
the  effect  which  the  pension  ought  to  have 
upon  the  seat  of  colonel  Congreve. 

The  House  then  divided,  when  the 
numbers  were— Ayes,  13;  Noes,  7  K 

• 

Motion  b^spectino  the  Petition  op 
Mr.  Firth.]  Mr.  Marsh  rosef,  pursuant 
to  notice,  to  move  that  the  Petition  of  Mr. 
Firth,  his  Majesty's  Attorney-general  in 
the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  inquire  into  its 
allegations,  and  report  thereon.  He  said 
be  should  content  himself  with  ^merely 


stating  the  circumstances  of  the  Petition, 
and  leaving  it  to  the  judgment  of  the 
House  to  determine  upon  what  course 
ought  to  be  pursued.  He  begged  leave, 
however,  to  say,  that  he  wfts  in  no  manner 
influenced  by  the  feelinga  which  actuated 
the  petitioner,  who  was  goaded  and  stung, 
no  doubt,  by  a  deep  sense  of  injuries 
which  he  believed  himself  to  have  sus- 
tained. Who  was  the  petitioner?  Not 
an  obscure,^  not  an  ignorant  individual; 
not  a  person,  who,  from  his  condition  in 
society,  or  his  conduct,  was  likely  to  be 
disaffected  to  the  Government;  but  a  gen- 
tleman educated  to  the  bar  in  this  country, 
and  selected  !by  the  Crown  as  a  (it  person 
to  execute  the  duties  of  an  important  legal 
appointment  in  ooe  of  our  most  important 
colonies.  He  understood  that  he  oived 
his  appointment  to  the  late  Mr.  Windham, 
a  patronage  which,  of  itself,  was  sufficient 
to  confer  no  mean  dignity.  He  under- 
stood, from  the  Petition,  that  Mr.  Firth 
went  out  in  1808,  at  a  considerable  ex- 
pense, to  take  possession  of  his.  office. 
Shortly  after  his  arrival,  governor  Gore 
thought  proper  to  let  loose  a  number  of 
petty  vexations  against  Mr.  Firth,  and 
which  continued  during  the  last  two  years 
of  his  residence  in  that  province.  Those 
minor  persecutions  were  not  indeed  exact- 
ly specified  in  the  Petition ;  but  it  did  not 
require  any  very  deep  knowledge  of  hu- 
man nature  to  know  that  the  combined  ef- 
fect of  a  series  of  petty  morti6cations,  in- 
cessantly repeated,  was  often  as  great,  and 
greater,  than  that  produced  by  persecutions 
of  greater  magnitude  and  severity.  It 
did  appear,  however,  that  the  grievances 
complained  of,  were  not  all  of  that  minor 
description.  A  plan  was  devised  to  get 
rid  01  the  Attorney-general,  by  depriving 
him  of  the  emoluments  of  his  office ;  and 
in  order  to  accomplish  this,  he  was  pre- 
vented, by  governor  Gore,  from  carrying 
on  various  public  prosecutions,  by  which 
his  income  was  diminished  one-sixth,  and  . 
all  the  dignity  and  efficiency  of  his  office 
abolished.  Another  mode  of  persecuting 
him  was  also  resorted  to.  When,  from 
some  peculiar  circumstances  in  whidi  the 
province  happened  to  be  placed,  no  ser- 
vants except  soldiers  could  be  procured, 
a  special  exemption  of  the  Attomey-ge- 
neral,  as  entitled  to  a  servant  of  that  de- 
scription, was  made  by  governor  6ore, 
and  he  was  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
performing  all  the  menial  offices  and 
drudgery  of  domestic  life  himself. .  Here 
again  he  begged  to  remind  the  House^* 
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that  he  did  not  state  these  things  as  fa€ts» 
bat  merely  as  allegations  contained  in  the 
Petition,  brought  forward  by  a  man  who 
had  held  a  high  station,  and,  pnmd  faciCf 
therefore  entitled  to  belief.  They  were 
auch,  in  his  opinion,  as  ooght  to  prodoce 
inquiry,  not  only  that  the  character  of 
general  Gore  night  be  vindicated,  if  he 
was  iiUiocenty  but  that  the  shame  and 
disgrace  of  having  made  such  allegations, 
might  fall  with  tenfold  aggravation  upon 
the  head  of  their  author,  if  they  were 
false.  There  was  another  most  important 
charge  in  the  petition,  in  so  far  as  it  went 
to  the  declaration  of  a  serious  change 
liaving  been  introduced  into  the  adminis- 
trative justice  of  the  country.  It  appear* 
cd  that  a  very  mysterious  case  of  child- 
murder  had  occurred  in  that  province, 
into  which  the  Attorney-general  thought 
k  his  duty  to  inquire;  but  during  the 
preliminalry  investigation  which  he  insti- 
tuted, general  Gore  interfered,  and  ex- 
pressing his  aversion  to  the  inquiry,  or- 
dered it  to  be  stopped.  In  consequence 
of  that  proceeding,  and  being  besides  worn 
out  and  wearic^d  with  these  multiplied 
persecutions,  Mr«  Firth  applied  for  leave 
to  return  to  England,  which  was  not 
granted  ;  but  his  residence  in  the  province 
became  so  utterly  impossible,  that  he  was 
obli^^d  to  leave  the  country  without  ob- 
tainmg  the  consent  of  Government,  and 
be  now  applied  to  the  justice  and  com- 
passion of  that  House  for  redress;  Such 
were  the  allegations  contained  in  the  Pe- 
tition; and  they  were  of  a  description 
which  must  make  general  Gore  himself. 
Mid  his  friends,  anxious  for  an  inquiry, 
that  they  might  be  repelled,  if  unfounded. 
In  presenting  the  Petition  to  that  House, 
be  had  reluctantly  undertaken  a  iCask 
which  he  was  far  from  seeking,  because 
it  was  an  unpleasant  thing  to  appear  as 
the  accuser  of  any  man  without  knowing 
all  the  merits  of  a  case..  He  had,  how- 
ever, long  been  acquainted  with  the  peti- 
tioner, and  he  could  vouch  for  his  general 
honour  and  integrity  of  character;  and 
he  should  have  been  subject  to  the  re* 
proach  of  hu  own  feelings  and  conscience, 
if  he  had  deserted  an  old  and  early  friend 
by  refusing  to  preset  his  petition  when 
be  stated  that  he  had  been  seriously  ag- 
grieved. He  should  conclude  with  mov- 
ing, <«  That  the  Petition  be  referred  to 
the  consideration  of  a  Committee,  to  exa- 
mine the  matter  thereof|aiid  report  the 
iame^as  it  shall  appear  to  them»,to  the 
House/1 


Sir  J.  Ben^d  spoke  strongly  in  bebalf 
of  general  Gore^s  character  and  conduct, 
both  as  governor  of  Bermuda,  and  ia  hia 
present  station.  On  his  arrival  in  this 
country,  he  was  asked  if  he  koevr  any 
reason  why  governor  Gore  had  dismissed 
the  Attorney-generalr  and  bis  answer 
was,  that  before  he  left  America  there  was 
not  a  voice  in  that  country  which  did^  not 
say  that  governor  Gore  had  done  right, 
and  that  it  was  impossible  the  colony 
could  go  on  with  such  an  Attorney-ge- 
neral. He  was  sure  general  Gore  had 
acted  from  the  most  honourable  motives. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  he  could  not  sup- 
port the  motion  for  inquiry,  and  be  "would 
state  his.  reasons  why  he  could  not.  With 
respect  to  the  petitioner,  he  knew  him 
well  and  long ;  he  believed  him  to  be  a 
man  of  strict  integrity,  and  he  was  sore 
the  Petition  did  not  contain  a  single  alle- 
gation but  what  he  believed  to  be  well 
rounded.  When  he  returned  from  Ca« 
nada,  he  requested  him  (Mr.  Smith)  to  lay 
a  memorial  before  the  Siecretary  of  State, 
which,  after  reading  it,  be  did,  together 
with  as  strong  a  recommendation  as  he 
felt  himself  justified  in  using.  That  me- 
morial procured  to  him  a  certain  degree 
of  relief  as  to  certain  points  which  were 
urged  in  it :  but  that  relief  did  not  satisfy 
him,  and  he  then  requested  him  to  present 
bis  Petition  to  the  House.  Upon  looking 
into  the  Petition,  however,  and  finding 
the  allegations  extremely  vague,  and  many 
of  them  such  as  must  have  existed  in  the 
imagination  only  of  the  petitioner,  he  told 
him  he  could  not  undertake  to  present  it, 
unless  he  also  felt  disposed  to  move  some- 
thing like  an  impeachment  against  the 
Secretary  of  State,  for  not  paying  more 
attention  to  the  first  memorial,  which  be 
certainly  was  not  inclined  to  do.  Upon 
those  grounds,  therefore,  he  should  feel  it 
his  duty  to  vote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Farbtf  said,  that  the  conduct  of 
governors,  both  in  the  West  and  in  the 
East,  was  often  such  as  would  stamp  their 
characters  as  petty  tyrants.  To  thess 
might  well  be  applied  what  Buonaparte 
addressed  to  certain  of  his  generals-^^hat 
by  being  made  governors  their  brains  were 
turned*  He  had  often  witnessed  sath 
persons  as  he  had  just  described,  and  was 
proceeding  to  lament  that  a  notice  entered 
some  time  ago  on  a  similar  case  had  not 
been  pressed  on  the  House,  when 

The  leaker  interrupted  him,  by  ob- 
serving that  he  was  waoderiiig  fsooa  the 
qoestioo* 
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Mr.  ForAef  resumed,  and  declared  his 
entire  concarrence  in  the  motion ;  at  the 
same  time  hoping,  that,  on  an  inquiry,  the 
allegations  in  the  Petition  would  bevsatis- 
factorily  explained. 

Mr.  G<mUntm  conld  not  accede  to  the 
proposition,  although  perfectly  satisfied 
that  nothing  could  afford  general  Gore 
more  sincere  pleasure  than  having  an  op- 
portunity afforded  him  to  bring  forward 
the  many  proofs  of  innocence  of  which 
he  was  possessed.  But,  notwithstanding 
this  circumstance^  the  House  should  in  all 
cases  act  on  public  principles,  without  any 
regard  to  the  individual  feelings  of  those 
concerned.  He  said,  that  if  on  every 
trifling  complaint  an  inquiry  should  be 
instituted  to  investigate  grievances,  either 
imaginary  or  true  to  a  small. estent,  no 
other  business  could  be  transacted  in  that 
House.  Mr.  Firth,  he  would  acknow- 
ledge, was  a  man  of  high  respectability ; 
but  if  his  elevated  situation  was  a  pre- 
sumptive argument  in  favour  of  his  alle- 
gations, it  was  but  fair  to  allow  general 
Gore  to  derive  a  similar  advantage  when 
objecting  to  them.  General  Gore  was 
chosen  by  Mr.  Windham  to  fill  his  high 
and  arduous  situation— -not  from  private 
or  party  reasons,  but  from  the  experience 
of  his  former  government,  which  was  well 
administered.  At  the  time  of  his  being 
sent  to  Canada,  the  colony  was  a  scene  of 
angry  confusion,  which  was  soon  appeased 
by  bis  authority.  He  then  alluded  to  the 
charge  made  in  the  Petition  against  ge- 
neral Gore,  as  if  he  had  hushed  up  a 
crime  so  heinous  as  child- murder.  This 
charge  required  a  distinct  statement  of 
the  facts.  The  wife  of  a  soldier  in  the 
100th  regiment  was  delivered  of  a  child, 
whose  death  she  attributed  to  the  surgeon 
of  the  regiment.  The  case  was  investi- 
gated by  the  magistrates  of  the  district  in 
which  it  was  said  to  have  occurred.  On 
this  investigation  Mr.  Firth  intruded,  but 
was  not  permitted  by  the  magistrates  to 
be  present  during  its  continuance.  The 
case  appearing  clear  to  them,  the  surgeon 
was  dicnarged,  and  his  exculpation  read 
in  the  general  orders  at  the  bead  of  the 
regiment — not  as  a  violent  attack  on  Mr. 
Firth,  but  as  an  act  of  justice  to  the  gen- 
tleman concerned. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  stated,  that  the  petitioner 
was  ready  with  witnesses  to  prove  all  the 
allegations  in  the  Petition.  Were  he  in 
governor  Gore's  situation,  he  should  stre- 
nuously urge  his  friends  to  institute  an 
inquiry  into  his  conduct.    The  case  of 


Mr.  Firth  was  not  singular.  He  had  in 
his  possession  a  variety  of  other  cases. 
Among  them  was  one  of  a  gentleqgian,  Mr. 
Wyaitj  who  was  almost  as  dear  to  him  aa 
a  son.  Mr.  Wyatt  had  been  appointed 
Surveyor-general  of  the  province  of  Upper 
Canada,  and  by  his  commission  was  ren- 
dered wholly  independent  of  the  Governor^ 
being  directed  to  communicate  imme« 
diately  with  the  Treasury.  Mr.  Wyatt 
had  gone  on  for  a  considerable  time  iq 
surveying  the  province,  and  in  the  more  ' 
difficult  task,  the  location  of  it,  When— 

Sir  C.  Burreli  spoke  to  order.  The  hon. 
member^  he  said,  was  going  into  state* 
ments  which  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
question  before  the  House. 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  in  stricl 
order  the  hon.  member  most  confine  him* 
self  to  the  allegations  of  th^  Petition. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  resumed.  He  said,  that 
it  appeared,  that  when  governor  Gore 
arrived  in  Uppe^Canada,  all  was  harmony 
and  conciliation,  but  that  shortly  after  the 
different  public  officers  were  turned  out 
to  make  way  for  persons  of  his  selection. 
Thus  Mr.  Firth  was  replaced  by  a  youth. 
Mr.  Wyatt  having  refused  to  appoint  a 
deputy  of  the  governor's  choosing,  was 
dismissed  in  three  days.  The  governor 
made  every  effort  to  reduce  his,  govern* 
ment  to  a  simple  despotism.  The  Judge* 
the  Attorney-general,  the  Sheriffs,  all  suf- 
fered. Even  the  Speaker  of  the  Lower 
House  had  been  so  intimidated,  that,  on  a 
proposition  for  an  address  to  remove  the 
Governor,  he  gave  the  casting  vote  in 
favour  of  the  Governor;  an  occurrence 
which  he  thought  would  not  have  hap- 
pened in  the  British  Parliament.  There 
was  another  instance — [Order]. 

The  Speakqr  reminded  the  hon.  gentle^ 
man  that  he  must  confine  himself  to  the 
question  before  the  House. 

Mr.  jP.  Moore  concluded  by  observing, 
that  it  was  for  the  honour  of  governor 
Gore,  tjiat  an  inquiry  should  be  instituted. 

Lord  Caalerecigh  concurred  with  his 
hon.  friend  near  him  in  the  opinion,  thai 
no  case  of  this  nature  should  be  gone  into» 
except  where  such  corruption  or  oppres* 
sion  appeared  as  called  for  the  high  jurisp* 
diction  of  Parliament.  The  case  had 
been  successively  before  three  secretaries 
of  state— himself,  lord  Liverpool,  and  lor4 
Bathurst;  who  all  entertained  the  same 
opinion  of  the  high  character  of  governor 
Gore,  and  of  the  unsupported  character 
of  the  charges  adduced  against  him.  With 
respect  to  Mr.  Wyatl^  in  advising  hia  re* 
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novalfrom  Upper  Canada  io  consequence 
of  bjs  diflTerences  with  the'  Governor,  he 
bad  accompanied  that  advice  to  the  Trea- 
tiury  with  a  representation  that  there  was 
nothing  whatever  in  that  gentleman's 
conduct  which  ought  to  prevent  bis  being 
employed  in  some  other  colony-  With 
respect  to  governor.  Gore,  he  had  been 
selected  for  his  great  ability  and  integrity, 
and  placed  in  Upper  Canada  by  Mr. 
Windham.  He  knew  nothing  of  him 
except  officially;  but  thinking  that  his 
government  was  unfairly  embarrassed  by 
the  interference  of  individuals^  he  had 
thought  it  his  duty  to  interpose.  If  Par* 
liament  were  to  be  called  upon  to  inquire 
into  all  the  little  cases  of  diderence  arising 
in  the  colonies,  no  governor  could  return 
to  this  country  without  the  occurrence  of 
a  multitude  of  applications  similar  to  the 
present, 

Mr.  Benson^  from  the  long  intimacy  he 
had  with  governor  Gore,  was  unwilling  to 
give  a  silent  vote  upon  this  occasion; 
but  f/>m  what  bad  fallen  from  the  noble 
Secretary  of  State,  and  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonial  department,  it 
would  be  unnecessary  for  him  to  trespass 
on  the  House  at  any  length.  Had  the  hoo. 
Secretary  for  the  Colonial  department  been 
induced  to  entertain  the  motion  for  re- 
ferring the  Petition  to  a  committee,  he 
should  have  been  prompted  to  a  full  in- 
vestigation of  the  allegations  of  this  extra- 
ordinary Petition.  As  to  the  memorial 
which  the  hon.  member  for  Coventry 
(Mr.  P.  Moore)  had  stated  to  have  been 
sent  over  from  some  of  the  inhabitants  pf 
Upper  Canada,  thanking  his  royal  high- 
ness the  Prince  Regent  for  the  recall  of 
general  Gore  from  his  government,  he 
(Mr.  Benson)  tiPas  i^^ot  disposed  to  dispute 
Its  existence ;  but  he  was  perfectly  aware 
of  the  class  of  people  from  whom  such 
memorial  came:— as  well  might  this  coun- 
try judge  of  the  true  sentiments  of  the 
loyal  inhabitants  of  the  good  cities  of  Lon- 
don and  Westminster,  by  a  memorial  from 
the  worthies  of  Palace-yard,  as  to  decide 
by  the  memorial  alluded  to  by  the  hon. 
member  for  Coventry,  of  the  sentiments 
of  the  respectable  body  of  inhabitants  of 
Upper  Canada  towards  governor  Gore. 
In  order  to  draw  tne  true  contrast,  he 
would,  with  the  permission  of  the  House, 
read  part  of  the  Address  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  of  Upper  Canada,  unanimoujily 
voted  to  governor  Gore  on  his  leaving 
that  country,  when  his  influence  there 
might  be  considered  at'an  end.— He  then 
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read  the  following  Extract  from  the  Ad- 
dress referred  to :-— "  May  it  please  your 
excellency— -We  his  Majesty's  dutiful  amd 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  Upper 
Canada,  beg  leave  to  assure  your  excel- 
lency of  our  approbation  of  your  excel- 
lency's administration  of  the  governmen: 
of  this  province,  which,  since  your  arrival 
among  us,  has  increased  inj  wealth,  pro- 
sperity, and  commerce,  far  exceeding  oor 
most  sanguine  expectations,  aided  by  your 
wise  and  liberal  exertions  to  proaiote  the 
same.'' — From  his  long  intimacy  with 
governor  Gore,  he  considered  him  incapa- 
ble of  an  act  of  oppression,  or  an  illiberal 
sentiment. 

Mr.  Gordon  stated,  that  he  bad  in  bb 
possession  a  letter  in  the  hand -writing  of 
the  noble  lord,  in  which  he  expressed 
himself  perfectly  satisfied  with  Mr. 
Wyatt's  conduct. 

Lord  Cattlereagh  said,  that  he  was  per- 
fectly sati&fied  with  Mr.  Wyatt's  conduct 
in  his  situation  ;  but  that  he  thought  his 
conduct  towards  the  Governor  ill-judged, 
to  say  the  least  of  it. 

Mr.  Marshy  in   the  course'  of  a  short 
reply,  observed,  that  be  had  never  heard. 
until  that  moment,  that  Mr.  ¥irth'a  peti- 
tion had  been  offered  to  the  member  for 
Norwich,  the-aufirage  of  whose  intelligent 
mind  against  it  almost  shook  hit  own  opi- 
nion.    Still,  however,  he  maintained,  that 
if  any  one  member*  in  the  House  enter- 
tained sentiments  unfavourable  to  governor 
Gore,  it  would  he  to  the  governor's  ho- 
nour to  have  the  case  fully  investigated. 

The  motion  was  then  negatived  wttbout 
a  division. 
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Wednesday,  June  21 . 

FoBEiGN  Slave  Trade  Bill.]  The 
£arl  of  Westmoreland  again  repeated  his 
objections  to  the  Bill,  and  concluded  by 
moving  for  a  committee  to  examine  wbai 
was  the  nature  of  the  jurisdictiooa  for  the 
trial  of  offenders,  and  what  prosecutioos 
had  been  carried  on  under  the  former  Act 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdo/wne  said,  that 
the  noble  lord  had  for  the  third  time  stated 
the  same  objections  in  the  same  phraseo- 
logy ;  and,  therefore,  he  need  only  say, 
that  if  the  present  motion  had  for  its  object 
to  defeat  the  passing  of  the  Bill  this 
session,  he  could  not  agree  to  it. 

The  £ari  of  Liverpool  also  objected  to 
the  motion,  as  it  was  understood  that  the 
Bill  was  to  be  rercommittcd* 
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The  Earl  of  Westmoreland  said,  he  did 
not  wish  to  prevent  the  commitment  of 
the  Bill;  but  he  sabmitted  whether  it 
would  not  be  better'  to  allow  it  to  stand 
over  for  the  present  session.  He  with- 
drew his  motion,  however,  for  the  present. 

Lord  Ellenborough  doubted  whether, 
after  all  they  could  do  in  the  way  of 
amendment,  the  Bill  could  be  brought 
into  such  a  state  as  to  render  it  proper  for 
their  lordships  to  pass  it.  It  would  per- 
haps be  better  to  postpone  it  till  another 
session,  rather  than  pass  it  in  the  crude  and 
undigested  state  in  which  it  must  remain 
if  now  passed. 

The  Bril  was  then  recommitted^  and 
•everal  amendments  were  made.  The 
Chairman  reported  progress,  and  obtained 
leave  to  sit  again  on  Friday. 
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MOMUMCNTS  TO  GbHBRALS    HaV,  GoRB, 

Skbrrbtt,  Gibes,  and  Gillbspib.]  Lord 
Ouilereagk  rose,  in  pursuance  of  the  notice 
he  had  given,  to  move  for  the  erection  of 
monuments  to  the  memory  of  generals 
Hay,  Gore,  Skerrett,  Gibbs,  and  Gillespie. 
He  wished  that  this  mark  of  their  coun- 
try's gratitude  to  officers  who  fell  in  its 
service,  should  be  connected  with  some 
general  rule  in  the  grant  of  such  tribute. 
The  principle  hitherto  was,  that  monu- 
ments should  be  granted  to  those  officers 
only  who  fell  in  actions  which  had  been 
objects  of  parliamentary  thanks.  This 
principle  had  hitherto  been  departed  from 
in  no  more  than  two  or  three  instances. 
But  he  wished  to  make  the  rule  of  grant- 
ing monuments  depend-  on  rank,  and  to 
ky  it  down  that  they  should  be  granted 
to  every  officer  of  the  rank  of  major*ge* 
neral  who  should  fall  in  his  country's  ser- 
vice, and  be  recommended  for  that  tribute 
by  the  minister  of  the  Crown,  without  re- 
ference to  the  magnitude  of  the  service  in 
which  he  fell.  This,  he  thought,  would 
be  beneficial  to  the  country,  and  an  in- 
citement, if,  indeed,  incitement  were  ne- 
cessary, to  the'  valour  of  her  officers.  He 
would  now  con^e  to  the  objects  of  his  pre- 
sent motion.  The  first  was  major-general 
Hay,  who  fell  in  front  of  Bayonne, 
bravely  leading  on  his  troops.  The  next 
objects  of  his  motion  were  major-generaU 
Gore  and  Skerrett,  who  fell  in  front  of 
Bergen-op  Zoom,  and  whose  conduct  and 
valour  were  conspicuous  on  that  as  on 
every  other  occasion.  He  ahould.  then 
(  VOL.  XXXL  ) 


have  to  mention  major-general  GiUespie, 
for  whom  be  might  be  conceived  more 
intimately  concerned,  as  he  was  not  only 
a  countryman  of  bis,  but  a  native  of  the 
same  county  for  which  he  had  the  honour 
of  being  a  representative.  He  had  served 
in  most  parts  of  the  world,  and  in  no  part 
where  his  abilities,  his  courage,  and  bis 
virtues  were  not  conspicuous.  He  was 
beloved  by  the  brave,  and  mourned  by 
the  valiant ;  and  the  country  which  pro* 
doced  him,  in  numbering  the  sons  of  her 
glory,  would  not  mention  him  without 
feelings  of  proud,  though  melancholy  re- 
collection. He  fell,  in  his  usual  career  of 
honour,  before  Kalonga,  in  the  East  Indies* 
The  last  whom  he  should  move  the  tributa 
of  melancholy  respect  to,  was  major-ge- 
neral Gibbs,  who  fell  with  sir  Edward 
Pakenham  before  New. Orleans,  in  North 
America.  The  noble  lord  concluded  by 
moving, 

1.  "That  an  humble  Address  be  pre« 
sented  to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  give  directions  that  a  monument  be 
erected  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St. 
Paul,  London,  to  the  memory  of  major* 
general  Andrew  Hay,  who  fell  gloriously 
on  the  14th  of  April  1814,  while  resisting 
a  sortie  made  by  the  garrison  of  Bayonne. 

2.  '•  That  an  humble  Address  be  pre* 
sented  to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  give  directions  that  a  monument  be 
erected  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St. 
Paul,  London,  to  the  memory  of  major- 
generals  Arthur  Gore  and  John  Byne 
Skerrett,  who  fell  gloriously  while  leading 
the  troops  to  the  assault  of  the  fortress  of 
Bergen*op-2oom,  in  the  night  of  the  8th 
and  9th  of  March  1 814. 

3.  "  That  an  bumble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  give  directions,  that  a  monument  be 
erected  in  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St. 
Paul,  London,  to  the  memory  of  major- 
general  Robert  Rollo  Gillespie,  who  fell 
gloriously  on  the  31st  of  October,  1814, 
while  leading  the  troops  to  an  assault  ori 
the  fortress  of  Kalunga,  in  the  kingdom  of 
Nepaul. 

4.  "  That  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  bis  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  gWe  directions,  that  a  monument  be 
erected  in  the  Cathedrel  Church  ot  St. 
Paul,  London,  to  the  memory  of  major- 
general  Samuel  Gibbs»  who  fell  glorioosiy 

(3N) 
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/Ml  the  Sib  of  January  1815,  while  kftding 
the  troops  to  aa  attack  upon  the  enemy^s 
works  in  front  of , New  Orleans;  and  to 
assure  his  Royal  Highness  that  this  House 
will  miake  good  the  expense  attending  the 
same.'^ 

The  said  Besolatiena  were  agreed  to» 
$ie9u  con* 

Committee  or  Sufply.]  The  Hoose 
resoWed  iuelf  iiito  a  Committee  of  Supply, 
in  which 

The  CkanecUati^  ike  Exckequer  said,  it 
was  known  to  the  Committee,  that  by  the 
supplemental  engagement  at  Chaumont, 
this  country  had  engaged  to  maintain 
95,OCX)  men  on  the  Continent,  dnrlng  a 
year  after  the  conclusion  of  the  Treaty  of 
Paris,  or  to  pay  a  certain  sum  towards  the 
maintenance  of  a  force  by  the  Allies. 
The  sum  required  to  comply  with  this  en- 
gagement was  555,0001.  The  subsidiary 
paymenu  to  Austria  also  had  not  been 
compkted.  These  sums  together  would 
amount  to  about  ],631,000<.;  but  as  the 
fifayments  trere  to  be  made  in  foreign 
money,  which  woold  vary  according 
to  the  state  of  the  exchange^  the  sum 
which  he  should  propose  to  the  Committee 
at  present  was  1,451,000/.  He  accord* 
ingly  mo?ed  a  yote  of  1,451,0002.  to  pro- 
Ttde  for  subsidiary  engagements  with  fo- 
reign Powers  prerious  to  the  year  1815.«« 
Agreed  to. 

The  CkanailoT  qf  the  Exchequer  then 
proposed  a  rote  of  10,000/.  for  the  exten- 
sion and  improrementof  the  public  build* 
ings  of  the  Uoirersity  of  Edinburgh. 
This  rote,  he  said,  was  due  to  this  body, 
as  a  mark  of  the  gratitude  of  the  coeiitry 
for  the  benefit  derired  from  that  establbh- 
ment  by  the  numeroue  medical  gentlemen 
whom  the  army  and  nary  had  receired 
from  it;  and  an  additional  claim  was 
giren  on  account  of  the  want  of  room, 
principally  for  the  library,  which  had 
greatly  increased  in  extent. 

Mr.  Wtpim  did  not  disapprove  of  the 
vote  ;  but  obserred^  that  as  the  ground  for 
h  was  said  to  be  the  extension  aS  the 
library,  it  was  material  to  obserre  how 
that  hfid  taken  place.  It  was  by  a  rigor- 
ous exactment  from  Stationers-hall  of  a 
copy  of  every  book  entered  there.  A  list 
of  these  books  had  been  laid  before  the 
House-— among  them  was  *«  The  Epicure's 
Calendar,  or  the  Almanack  or  Good 
Liring"— *as  the  Unirersity  intended,  as 
appeared  from  their  demand  for  a  copy  of 
this  book^  to  extend  iu  stadias  ta  that 
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science,  it  might  apply,  perhaps  for  a 
vote  for  the  erection  of  a  room  to  carry 
an  a  practical  course  in  this  branch  of 
knowledge.  It  was  said,  on  a  foraaer  oc- 
casion, that  it  was  an  insult  to  the  Univer* 
sities  to  supjpose  that  they  would  aell  the 
books  which  they  exacted  from  the  pab- 
lisbers ;  but  it  was  equally  an  insult  to 
their  taste,  to  suppose  they  coold  load 
their  shelves  with  every  book  that  was 
published,  if  the  call  for  mwtrj  book 
published  was  persisted  in,  lito  shonld,  in 
the  'next  session,  more  for  an  account  of 
the  disposal  of  these  books. 

The  Oumedht  (tftke  ExckefmBr  allowed^ 
that  it  would  be  a  great  alrase  of  the  Act 
of  Parliament  if  the  books  demanded 
under, it  were  sold ;  bat  he  should  be  sor- 
prised  if  any  such  practice  was  foand  to 
exist* 

Mr.  Oidd^  observed,  that  when  the 
piresent  Act  was  in  progress  through  the 
House,  it  was  held  out  as  an  indocemmt 
to  members  to  agree  to  the  Bill,  that  the 
privileged  bodies  would  not  rigoronaly 
exact  copies  of  all  books  published  ;  bni 
the  Universities  of  Cambridge,  Aherdoen^ 
Glasgow,  Edbbnrgl^  and  St.  Andrew's 
and  Trinity  College,  had  required  a  copy 
of  every  book  published,  and  Oxford  and 
Sion  College  had  given  notice  that  they 
should  in  future  imdie  the  same  deoaaodL 
He,  however,  heartily  approved  of  the 
grant,  and  recommended  that  the  boild^ 
ings  should  be  made  fire-proof.  It  was  to 
be  regretted  that  the  British  Museam  was 
not  in  that  condition. 

Sir  Bgenon  Brydgee  complained  of  the 
oppression  under  which  booksellers  la- 
boured, and  thought  it  required  the  atten- 
tion of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Homer  hoped  tbat  care  would  be 
taken  for  the  due  application  of  the 
money  thus  voted.  Not  only  architects 
should  be  consulted,  but  also  the  professois 
of  the  several  branches  of  science,  whose 
accommodation  ought  to  be  particularly 
consulted* 

Mr.  W.  Dmdat  agreed  in  thia  opinionw 
and  felt  assured  that  the  suggestion  would 
be  attended  to. 

Mr.  fF«  Smiik  congratulated  the  coon* 
try  on  the  mental  improvement  so  risiUe. 
He  looked  back  to  the  time  when  each  a 
mnt  would  have  been  refosed,  and  oon- 
%mpla(ed  with  great  satisfaction  the 
anxiety  now  so  prevalent  to  afford  every 
assistance  to  literature. 

The  Resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr*  V.  Fitq;erald  proposed  a  TOle  ^ 
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S,S1$L  for  the  Depdt  bamclu  al  Cwk.-* 
Agreed  to. 

Mr*  Harder  took  the  opportonity  of  ob« 
lerviiig,  that  the  encouragement  given  to 
emigiratton  from  ScoUandt  had  been  pro- 
dnctWe  of  pemicioas  conieqaences  in  that 
coootry*  by  depriving  the«oantry  of  many 
uaefal  hand8»  and  by  producing  disquietude 
among  people  who  before  had  been  per* 
iectly  satisfied  with  their  condition.  He 
inslanoed  the  estates  of  a  noble  friend  of 
bis  in  the  north  of  Scotland.  He  was 
happy  to  hear  that  those  encouragements 
were  not  continued,  but  it  wvould  be  pro- 
per that  a  distinct  defclaration  to  that 
•SRiCi  should  be  made.  A  more  pressing 
cause  for  his  having  brought  the  subject 
before  the  House  was*  that  many  of  the 
persons  who  had  applied  to  emigrate*  had 
been  kept  in  the  sea-ports  from  April  to 
the  present  time,  and  bad  consumed  the 
little  stores  thev  had  collected  by  labour, 
as  the  means  of  establishiftg  themselves  in 
the  New  World.  One  man  with  nine  chil- 
dren, who  had  saved  fifty  guineas*  was 
kept  at  Glasgow  with  his  family  till  his 
store  was  consumed,  and  was  now  obliged 
to  subsist  on  charity.  Something  would, 
be  hoped,  be  done  for  these  persons. 

Mr.  Gouttnam  said,  that  no  encoufage* 
inent  had  been  given  to  emigration ;  but 
as  the  danger  in  which  Canada  was  during 
the  last  w.ar,  had  arisen  from  iu  scanty 
population,  the  object  of  ^ the  Government 
was  merely  to  divert  those  determined  to 
emigrate  from  the  United  States*  and 
change  their  destination  to  his  Majesty's 
possessions.  As  many  transports  were  to 
nave  been  sent  out  to  bring  home  our 
troops  after  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  that 
circumstance  was  taken  advantage  of; 
but  the  cbanae  of  circumstances  had 
changed  the  destination  of  those  trana- 
ports*  and  the  facilities  were  not  conti- 
nued. So  far  from  any  undue  encourage- 
ment being  given,  tlie  Government  de- 
manded a  sum  for  passage-money,  and 
out  of  thousands  who  *had  applied,  only 
£6  faaailies  persisted  when  they  knew  the 
terms.  As  to  those  who  were  waiting  in 
Glasgow  for  the  departure  of  the  trans- 
ports, they  had  an  adequate  daily  allow- 
ance from  the  day  of  their  arrival  tb^re. 

Lord  BimUng  was  glad  that  an  ezpla- 
tiation  had  been  given,  and  hoped  no  en- 
couragement would  he  given  to  emigration. 

Mr.  Horwar  said*  the  measures  taken 
for  diverting  emigration  from  one  place  lo 
another*  were  necessarily  encoofagements 
to  «migcaDU  in  geaeral*  < 


JvNa21*  1815.  [918 

The  House  resomed*  and  the  Report 
was  ordered  to  be  brought  up  to-morrow* 


MoTiOII  aSSPBCTINO  CoaFOaAL  PUHISB* 

MBMT  iM  THE  AaM.]    Mr.  Honcf  rose 
and  said :  ^ 

Mr.  Speaker;— >In  consequence  of  the 
notice  I  gave  a  few  nights  past,  I .  rise  in 
order  to  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for 
the  purpose  of  limiting  the  infliction  of 
Corporal  Punishment  in  the  Army*  Ftom 
the  frequent  discussions  which  this  subject 
has  undergone,  and  the  opinion  enter- 
tained by  the  English  people  concerning 
it|  from  a  sort  of  moral  feeling  having  been 
generated  even  in  the  army  itself,  I  had 
been  inclined  to  hope  that  the  necewity  of 
a  legislative  enactment  would  have  been 
superseded;    but  in  this  reasonable  ek« 
pectation,  I  am  sorry  to  find  myself  dts*> 
appointed,  and  that  even  at  this  time  of 
the  day*  this  cruel*  unmanly,  and  di^ 
graceful  puntshment  u  still  inflicted  on 
oor  gallant  soMiery. — ^I  hold  in  my  hand 
a  document  which  shows  clearly  both  tho 
extent  to  which  this  punishment  has  been 
carried,  and  the  aeverity  with  which  il 
has  been  inflicted.    It  is  with  pain,  how* 
ever*  that  1  comment  open  this  document^ 
aa  it  more  or  less  is  connected  with  tho 
professional  conduct  of  my  hen.  friend 
(ool.  Pakner).  I  can  assure  him,  that  there 
is  no  one  who  compassionates— (I  beg  his 
pardon)— who  feels  more  indignant  at  the 
tfcatm^ot  he  and  his  gallant  companions 
of  the  10th  Hussars  hove  met  with*  than 
myself.     Of  the  shameless  injustice*  of 
the  cruel,  unmerited  injuries  tliey  have 
sustained*  there  can  be  but  one  opinion  ; 
and  I  would  not  have  mentioned  his  name 
bnt^with  praise*  if  the  best  interests  of 
the  array  were  not  connected  with  tho 
subject  under  discussion.     Indeed,  one  of 
the  greatest  evils  of  this  system  of  punish* 
ment  is*  that  it  familiarizes  humane  and 
kind*hearted  men  with  the  sight  of  thesd 
scenes  of  torture ;  and  that  they  become* 
contrary  to  their  own  nature,  cruel  and 
inhumane.  This  document  sets  forth,  (bat 
in  the  regiment  of  the  10th  Hussars*  from 
the  4th  of  January  IHIS*  to  the  same  day 
181i,  63  men  have  been  flogged*  and  35 
in  the  period  of  the  nest  siit  months;  that 
the  63  men  received  14*000  lashes:  thai 
the  number  of  600*  of  500*  of  400  lasbes> 
have  been  inflicted  at  one  time.    Gentle- 
men  may*  perhaps,  not  know  that  there  haa 
been  a  letter  written  since  the  discussions 
on  miliury  flogging  took  place  in  thil 
Heme*  by  ihemrder  of  theComaandact 
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jn-Chtef,  circular  to  the  army^  directing 
that  the  sentencea  of  regimental  Courts* 
niariial  should  not  exceed  300  lashes:  bat 
in  this  regiment  600  and  500  lashes  were 
swarded,  and  inflicted  :  so  that  the  maxi« 
mum  of  the    Commander-in-Chief   was 
frequently  the  mini  mom  in  the  lOih  Hus- 
sars.    Nor  is  this  all:  in  many  cases  it 
\ras  impossible  to  know  for  what  ofience 
the  men  had  been  punished,  it  frequently 
occurring  that  a  certain  number  of  lashes 
4vere  inflicted  for  conduct  unbecoming  a 
aoldier.    From  a  charge  so  vague,  nothing 
could  be  collected,  as  to  the  real  nature  of 
the  offence  committed :  it  mi^ht  be  any 
thing  or  nothing ;  the  most  heinous  or  the 
most  trivial  of  military  offences.     How,  I 
^ould  ask,  from  this  manner  of  drawing 
charges,    is  the  Commander-in-Chief  to 
become  acquainted  with  the  real  state  of 
the  discipline   of    regiments?     All  that 
lie  could  know  would  be,  that  this  horrible 
punishment  had  been  inflicted  on  63  men 
in  one  regiment,  in  the  short  period  of  VJ 
months.     I  should  like  to  be  informed,  if 
the  punishments  of  this  regiment  furnish 
a  standard  by  which  we  may  judge  of  the 
number  that  takes  place  annually  in  the 
British  army.     If  that  be  the  case,,  more 
than  18,000  men  were  flogged  last  year; 
I  ask  the  noble  lord  to  say  yes  or  no  to 
this  question :  am  I. right  in  the  assertion 
that  ]  8,000  men  were  flogged  last  year  ? 
If,,  then,   there  were  not  so  many  who 
suffered  under  this  cruel  torture,  let  the 
noble  k>rd  furnish  a  list,  that  the  House 
and  the  country  may  know  the  nature  and 
extent  to  which  we  carry  the  severities  of 
our  military  code^      But  let  the  House 
bear  this  fsct  in  mind,  that  after  all  the 
flogging  inflicted  ontbe  regiment  alluded 
to,  the  discipline  had  been  equally  badas 
before,     la  fact,  no  regiment  and  no  in* 
dividual  has  ever  been  reformed  by  flog* 
ging:    the  spirit  of  the  iiaan  might  be 
broke,    btlt  his  conduct  would   not    be 
amended.      But  why  is  it  necessary  to 
punish  soldiers  in  this  manner  at  all  ?  The 
practice  is  peculiar  to  England.     Is  it, 
then,  fit  that  the  bravest  and  freest  people 
in  the  world  should  be  governed  by  the 
lash,  and  treated  like  slaves?  I  have  under* 
stood  that  in  Austria  it  is  abandoned :  that 
in  Russia  it  forms  no  part  of  the  military 
code.     In  Prussia  it-  was  once  most  ge* 
neral.     I  believe  we  owe  much  of  our 
system  of  severity  to  that  school :  but  I 
beseech  gentlemen  to  remember,  that  in 
Prussia  this  mode  of  punishment  is  abo* 
lished«v*it  «xisu  no  longer.   The  Prussian 
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soldiers  were  flogged  when  they  loat  the 
battle  of  Jena :  they  ceased  to  be  so  when 
they  won  the  battle  of  Laon.    The  system 
of  flogging  exists  not  in  the  French  army; 
and,  in  fact,  it  forms  no  part  of  the  mili-' 
tary  code  of  any  other  country.     To  our 
disgrace,  then,  be  it  spoken,  that  in  Bng* 
land  alone  are  the  brave  and  gallant  peo- 
ple, who  form  our  army,  exposed  to  ibis 
disgraceful,  this  disgusting  punishment! 
It  has  been  roy  good  fortilne   this   last 
year,  to  visit  many  parts  of  the  Conti- 
nent, and  I  every  where  heard  the  aamo 
language  upon  this  subject.     In  all  coun- 
tries, and  by  all  people,  a-  strong  sense 
was  expressed  of  the  kindness  and  good 
conduct  shown  by  our  countrymen :  hot 
it  was  always  mixed  with  expressions  of 
surprise  at  our  ferocity  to  each  other.   But 
I  wish  to  be  informed,  what  right  there  is 
to  conclude,  either  drawn  from  theory 
or  from  practice,  that  any  regpment  was 
likely  to  be  reformed  by  severe  punish* 
ments,  or  that  the  reformation  of  any  in- 
dividual  could   be   expected  from   such 
inhuman  severities :  I  would  ask  any  oflScer 
present,  if  he  ever  heard  of  a  regiment 
reformed  by  flogging— if  he  ever  knew  si 
single  man  so  reformed  ?  Is  it  not  true  that 
the  fewerihe  punishments,  the  fewer  the 
crimes?    Corporal  punishment   will   not 
reform -^pain  will  not  reform:  they  aro 
instruments  in  the  hands  of  sloth  and  ma- 
lignity;  and  when  men  are,  by  the  adoption 
of  these  cruel  modes  of  punishment,  dis- 
qualified for  commakid,  they  have  permis- 
sion given  them  to  punish,  to  torture,  to 
ruin ;  for  is  it  not  true  that  this  punish* 
ment  ruins  those  who,  under  a  milder  dis- 
cipline, might  have  proved  meritorious 
soldiers?   While  the  lash  strips  the  back, 
despair  winds  round    the  heart  of   the 
miserable  victim,  who  is  conscious  that 
he  has  lost  the  confidence  (^  his  offi- 
cers, and  the  esteem  of  his  comrades ;  and 
how  could  it  be  otherwise  ?  Are  not  these 
severities  likely  to  render  the  unhappy 
su^rer  callous  to  any  consideration  of 
morality  or  shame  ?— I  may  apply  to  this 
punishment  what    Beccaria  says  of  the 
punishment  of  death,-— that  it  requires  nei* 
ther  the  exertion  of  reason,  nor  the  sob* 
jugation  of  passion.     But  I  repeat  again, 
why  is  a  British  soldier  to  be  exposed  lo 
these  horrible  punishments  ?  They  are  not 
even   inflicted  on   our  foreign   soldiery. 
Yon  do  not  punish  your  foreign  regiments 
in  this  manner;,  nei  I  her  are  the  Portu- 
guese in  our  service  and  pay  so  treated. 
Why  are  the  French  not  to  set  as  an 
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ample  upon  this  subject  ?  In  the  French 
army*  it  is  notorious,  that  the  punishment 
of  flogging  has  long  been  unknown.     No 
French  officer  wouid  venture  to  bring  out 
a  French  soldier  and  flog  him  at  the  head 
of  his  regiment.    In  former  timesf  the 
Count  de  St.  Germain  attempted  to  in- 
Produce  into  the  French  army  the  former 
custom  of  punishing  a  soldier  with  the  flat 
of  the  sabre ;  but  the  attempt  failed :  ior, 
•n  bringing  out  one  of  the  soldiers  to  re- 
ceive this  punishment,  he  exclaimed,  ''  Je 
n'aime  du  sabre  que  le  trancbant''— "  of 
what  belongs  to  the  sabre,  I  like  only  the 
edge/'— which  exclamation  marking  the 
soldier^s  preference  of  death  to  the  dis* 
grace  of  flogging,  became  proverbial  in 
the  French  army,  and  universal  disgust 
against  the  ignominious  practice  was  ex- 
cited; and  it  was  abandoned.  What,  then, 
belongs  to  the  character  of  the  British 
soldier  to  warrant  the  presumption  that 
he  would  brook,  or  that  he  ought  to  sub- 
mit to  be  subjected  to  that  punishment  at 
which  all  the  other  armies  of  Europe  re- 
volted, and  which,  indeed,  was  abolished 
in  every  other  army  but  his  own  ?    Will 
it,  then,  be  maintained,  that  it  is  one  of  the 
privileges  of  Englishmen  to  be  flogged  ? 
1  call  upon  gentlemen  to  say,  why  it  is  ne- 
cessary in  the  English  army  and  unneces- 
lary  elsewhere  ;  for  if  it  be  so,  be  must 
allow  that,  in  the  true  feelings  of  honour, 
in  the  nice  sense  of  moral  susceptibility, 
we  are  inferior  to  the  other  nations  of 
Europe.     No  man  will  venture  to  hold 
%bis  language,  here  or  elsewhere.     Our 
gallant  soldiers  are  not  inferior  to  the  sol- 
diers of  other  nations;  and  it  is  not  true, 
that  those  modes  of  correction  which  are 
found  eflective  in  other  armies,  can  have 
DO  influence  in  our  own.   I  do  not  believe 
that  ever  the  inhuman  punishments  that 
are  the  disgrace  to  the  English  name,  have 
so  degraded  and  brutalised  the  feelings  of 
our  soldiery,  as  to  siifle  their  feeling  of  ho-> 
nour;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  if  the  ezperi- 
inent  were  permitted  to  be  tried  through- 
out the  army,  as  it  has  been  tried  in  some 
regiments,  that  the  same  discipline  might 
be  kept  up  without  the  punishment  as  exists 
nt  preseut— not,  asl  contend,  by  them, 
but  in  despite  of  them.—- Now,  Sir,  it  is 
with  pain  that  i  mention,  that  I  have  never 
been  in  foreign  society,  among  those  who 
admire  us  the  most,  who  are  most  alive  to 
our  natioHai  virtues,  and  tde  most  blind  to 
our  defects,  but  I  found  among  those  per- 
sons but  one  opinion  upon  this  subject. 


lately  distinguished  themselves  by  their- 
humanity  and  discipline,  no  less  ihan  by 
their  courage,  where  one  was  welcome  as 
an  Englishman,  merely  from  gratitude  for 
the  services  and  respect  to  the  character 
of  the  army,  the  universal  language  was>- 
"  that  our  punishments  filled  them  with 
horror,  that  their  ears  were  stunned  'hy 
the  cries  of  our  soldiery  under  the  inflic- 
tion of  the  latfh.''  '*'  You/'  they  exclaim- 
ed, "  that  are  so  kind  and  gentle  to  us, 
why  are  you  so  ferocious  to  each  other  }** 
Nor  was  it  possible  that  such  should  not 
be  the  feelings  of  foreigners.  Ratht^r  than 
hear  the  cries  and  groans  of  our  soldiers 
under  torture,  men  would  quit  their  dwelU 
logs.  Our  residence  in  their  cities  waa 
complained  of;  and  while  we  were  every 
where  hailed  as  benefactors,  this  single^ 
but  constant  calamity  that  we  brought  in 
our  train,  has  stamped  in  the  minds  of 
those  who  had  the  misfortune  to  witness  it, 
an  opinion  most  unfavourable  to  the  na^* 
tional  character.  But  while  those  punish* 
mentswere  openly  exhibited  abroad,  they 
were  inflicted  secretly  at  home.  They* 
could  not,  indeed,  be  perpetrated  in  open 
day ;  it  is  the  custom  to  have  the  punish* 
ments  inflicted  in  obscure  places, .  in  bar* 
rack-yards,  or  barrack -rooms;  any  wherot 
indeed  where  the  public  eye  could  not 
see  them;— »for  it  is  notorious,  that  no 
man  could  venture  to  treat  an  animal  ak 
Charing-cross  in  such  a  manner  as  our 
soldiers  were  treated  under  the  infliction 
of  flogging,  for  tlie  indignation  of  the 
public  would  overwhelm  him. 

Now,  Sir,  I  repeat  again,  my  question^ 
why  is  it  necessary  to  retain  this  system 
of  punishment  ?  I  beg  to  have  a  distinci 
answer — not  given  in  generalities,  and 
loose  assertions,  but  a  sound  and  subttan* 
tial  reason,  why  the  English  army  alone, 
of  all  the  armies  of  Europe,  is  to  have  ili 
discipline  kept  up  by  the  lash?  It  it 
known  that  the  great  majority  of  our  own 
oflicers  revolt  ftt  this  infliction-^that  many 
of  those  gallant  gentlemen  who  cheerfully 
front  the  utmost  dangers  of  war,  who 
"  seek  the  bobble  reputation  even  in  Che 
cannon's  month,''  cannot  endure  to  wit- 
ness it.  Such  a  scene,  indeed,  is  intolerable 
to  anv  humane  heart.  But  to  return  to 
the  eflect  of  this  system  of  punishment 
upon  the  army,  it-  is  notorious  that  it 
never  operated  to  reform  those  upon  whom 
it  was  inflicted,  however  it  might  serve  to 
degrade  them  in  their  own  estimation^ 
and  that  of  their  oflicers  and  comrades. 


Jn  those  countries  where  our  armies  bare    Nothing  is  more .  true,  indeed,  than  the 
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proverbial  estimatioiiy  ibat  flogging  makes 
a  good  loidier  bad*  and  a  bad  soldier 
worse ;  while  a  variety  of  instances  migbt 
be  quoted  to  show  that  in  those  regiments 
in  which  flogging  is  more  rare»  discipline 
IS  best  preserved*  But  an  anecdote  re* 
lated  by  the  American  historian  as  to  the 
•fiett  of  major  Andre's  execution,  upon  the 
snind  of  the  people,  serves  to  illustrate  the 
consequence  of  barbarous  punishments. 

"  Bear  witness/'  said  that  unfortunate 
officer  to  those  who  stood  around  the 
•caflbldy  "  to  my  gallant  comrades,  that  I 
die  like  a  brave  man!''  He  did  die  like 
#  brave  man,  and  the  historian  who  re- 
lates his  misfortunes  and  bis  death,  is  an 
•vidence  of  their  eflect  on  the  American 
army,  and  the  danger  of  thus  trifling  with 
the  best  feelings  of  mankinds  Nor  could 
it  be  otherwise ;  heroic  constancy  under 
pain  and  patience,  under  suffering,  have 
•t  all  times  secured  the  admiration  of  the 
world.  There  is  not  one  of  as  who  could 
witness  the  gallant  bearing  of  any  cri* 
minal,  at  the  place  of  punishment,  who 
would  not  sympathise  more  with  the 
sufferings  of  the  victim>  than  approve  of 
the  sentence  of  the  law.  If  these  are  our 
feelings,  what  must  be  those  of  the  more 
ordinary  minds  of  our  soldiery?  What 
flsost  be  their  feelings  in  all  the  doubtful 
questions,  where  the  soldier  and  the  officer 
«re  at  variance,««in  disputes  on  pay  or 
ferns  of  service,  and  where  the  ardent 
apiriu  that  become  the  leaders,  are 
dragged  before  your  merciless  tribunals, 
and  exposed  to  Ibat  cruel  and  disgraceful 
punishment?  I  leave  this •  question  to 
your  serious  consideration ;  I  will  not  press 
It  further.  Remember  the  punishment 
may  either  blunt  the  feelings  and  bnitalise 
the  characlar  of  your  soldiery,  or  you  are 
in  danger  of  raising  a  storm  which  may 
be  fiitalto  the  empire. 

Under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  I  have  no  doubt  that  this  system  of 
punishment,  is  adverse  to  the  character  of 
England,  ami  that  it  has  gone  to  such  an 
excess  as  imperiously  to  demand  the  in- 
terference of  the  Legislature,  by  whom  it 
would  be  found  very  easy  to  devise  other 
modes  of  punishment  more  efiectual  for 
the  preservatioa  of  military  discipline, 
and  mose  a|>propriate  to  our  national 
characaer.  It  is,  amongst  other  arrange- 
Bwots,  the  ofaject  of  the  BHl  which  I 
propose  to  the  House,  to  limit  tbe  lashes 
to  be  inflicted  on  foroign  serviee  to  100^ 
and  to  abolish  the  practice  altogether  at 
boma*    In  settling  the  quanlmii  of  pnaish* 
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ment  to  be  inflicted  abroad,  I  am  gorcrned 
by  the  practice  wbicb  prevails  io  oor 
navy,  in  which  not  more  than  six  or  eight 
doaen  lashes  at  most  are  ever  inflicted. 
I  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  refer  to  any 
other  instances  of  severity  than  those  1 
have  cited,  to  show  the  necessity  of  legis- 
lative interposition  on  this  subject.  But  I 
apprehend  if  I  could  see  the  black  roll  ol 
other  regiments,  I  should  be  able  to  ad- 
duce many  more  instances  to  enforce  that 
necessity.  I  have  indeed  heard  of  other 
regiments  in  which  the  frequency  and 
severity  of  corporal  punishments  are  most 
excessivei  but  those  regiments  I  will  not 
name  on  this  occasion.  For,  after  quoting 
from  the  document  I  have  before  alluded 
to  with  respect  to  the  lOlh  Humars,  it 
cannot  surely  be  said  that  I  bavc  not 
made  out  a  case  amply  sufficient  to  jos- 
tify  the  proposition  which  I  have  the 
honour  to  submit  to  the  House.«—The  bon. 
member  concluded  with  moving,  "  That 
leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  limit 
the  number  of  lashes  to  be  inflicted  by 
Coorts-martial  in  the  army." 

Sir  Francis  Burdett,  sir  M.  W.  Ridleyt 
and  Mr.  Peter  Moore,  rose  at  the  aaiik« 
time  to  second  the  motion. 

Colonel  Palmer  rose  and  said : 

Mr.  Speaker ;  I  regret  extremely  to 
be  compelled  in  any  manner  to  advert  to 
a  subject,  which  although  I  had  pledged 
myself  soma  time  since  again  to  bring 
forward,  I  wu  induced,  from  particolar 
ciroumstaaces,  and  with  the  general  con- 
currence of  my  friends,  to  relinquish— »I 
mean  the  Coort-martial  upon  colonel 
Qttentin ;  bot  as  the  worst  of  the  ponisb- 
meats  in  the  1 0th  Dragoons,  wbich  wers 
produced  by  colonel  Quentin  apoo  ha 
trial  as  matter  of  accusation  against  me, 
have  been  stated  by  my  hon.  friend  as 
the  grooad  of  his  motion,  I  (nut  the 
House  will  feel  that  I  am  bound  in  josuce 
to  my  own  character  and  conduct  to  enter 
into  an  explanation  of  the  facts.  The 
same  motive,  however,  which  led  me  to 
drop  the  renewal  of  the  subject,  will  still 
prevent  ma  from  alluding  to  any  other 
part  of  those  proceedings  which  does  not 
immediately  relate  to  the  quesdon  before 
the  HoQse ;  and  that  I  may  not  be  misoo* 
derstood,  I  beg  to  say,  that  it  arises  solely 
from  the  consMleration  of  colonel  Qacntia 
being  again  in  service  with  bis  regiment 
and  the  repugnance  I  feel  to  any  act  thst 
may  be  tiqurioiiato  him  mider  ancb  cir* 
cumstancai* 
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WHh  respect  to  the  general  eystem  of 
corporal  punithnent,  ewery  one  nost  feel 
thai  DOibing  but  absolute  necessity  can  jas- 
tify  tbe  practice ;  on  the  other  band,  the 
necessity  of  discipline  mast  be  admitted, 
and  the  only  point  at  issae  is»  whether  other 
i^eans  might  not  be  found  to  attain  the  end 
than  those  at  present  objected  to,  I  do  not 
presume  to  understand  this  question  better 
than  other  officers,  but  must  coBtend»  that 
it  is  one  upon  which  military  men  alone 
can  be  competent  to  decide ;  and  although 
I  sincerely  belieVe  in  the  humane  motives 
of  my  bon.  friend  and  others,  who,  from 
time  to  time,  have  brought  it  forward,  I 
must  say  that  it  has  been  productive  of 
serious  injury  to  the  service,  by  tending  to 
excite  insubordination  in  the  soldiers,  and 
to  discourage  the  officers  in  their  endea« 
▼ours  to  suppress  it*  I  own  at  the  same 
time,  that  I  think  the  way  in  which 
these  motions  have  always  been  met,  has 
tended  rather  to  encourage  than  deter  the 
movers  from  renewing  them  :•— they  have 
been  assured  of  the  Commander-in«chief  s 
ansiety  to  accede  to  their  wishes ;  that 
the  number  of  punishments  had  decreased, 
that  their  severity  had  been  diminished ; 
and  but  a  few  days  since,  the  noble  lord 
(the  Secretary  at  War)  introduced  a  clause 
in  the  Mutiny  Bill  to  obviate  tbe  necessity 
of  the  practice*  Now^  Sir,  I  think  it 
intght  fairly  be  asked,  why  these  regula- 
tions were  not  adopted  before;  and  as 
nothing  of  the  kind  was  thought  of  pre- 
vious to  the  discussion  of  the  question  in 
smd  out  of  this  House,  it  does  appear  to 
me  that  the  amendments  (if  they  are  to 
be  so  called)  in  this  part  of  the  Mutiny 
Bill  which  have  been  made  of  late  years, 
have  been  rather  the  effect  of  popular 
clamour,  than  the  Conviction  of  those  by 
whom  they  have  been  introduced.  This 
is  not  a  question  of  improvement  in  mili- 
tary service  or  economy,  but  simply  one 
of  humanity  and  feeling,  which  must 
have  been  as  well  understood  twenty 
years  ago,  when  the  present  Commander- 
in-chief  was  in  office,  as  now  ;^-and  I 
should  be  glad  to  know,  what  has  since 
pcturred  to  make  the  same  power  of 
corporal  punishment,  which  was  then 
thought  necessary  for  the  discipline  of 
the  army,  to  be  Jess  so  at  this  moment? 
The  fact  is  the  reverse;  for  at  the  former 
period  the  army  was  upon  so  small  a 
scale,  that,  generally  speaking,  none  but 
men  of  good  character  were  admitted, 
and  those  who  disgraced  the  service  were 
turned  out  of  it ;  but  as  the  establishment 


has  increased,  it  has  been  found  necesiarjr 
to  dispense  with  this  custom ;  and  of  late 
yearn  not  only  all  descriptions  of  persons 
hate  been  admitted,  but  the  .worst  and 
most  notorious  offenders  have  been  re* 
tained  in  the  service,  to  the  great  injury 
of  the  regiments  to  which  they  have  be* 
longed ;  and  although  such  persons  at 
home  may  be  delivered  over  to  the  CivH 
Power,  yet  upon  foreign  service,  when  it 
is  impracticable,  I  am  sure  that  no  officer 
will  assert  that  it  is  possible  to  main* 
tain  discipline  without  the  power  of  in* 
fiicting  corporal  punishment. 

With  respect  to  tbe  cases  of  the  lOtk 
Hussars,  which  have  been  brought  for^ 
ward,  I  trust,  with  the  permission  of  tha 
House,  fully  to  justify  the  system  I  acte4 
upon,  and  to  prove  that  it  not  only  effected 
the  discipline  of  the  corps,  hut  was  in 
fact  the  most  humane  that  coald  bavo 
been  pursued*  Previous  to  the  regiment 
being  ordered  on  service  at  tbe  period 
mentioned,  it  had  been  quartered  tn  Lon* 
don  under  the  command  of  col.  Quentin  ; 
and  I  am  compelled,  in  justice  to  myaelf^ 
to  declare,  that  the  discipline  was  then  in 
that  relaxed  state  to  which  the  punish* 
ments  which  afterwards  look  place  wera 
chiefly  te  be  attributed*  Tbe  men  were 
constantly  in  the  habit  of  getting  drunks 
and  absenting  themselves  from  their  duty^ 
being  encouraged  by  the  impunity  with 
which  these  o&nces  were  suffered.  Col* ' 
Quentin  was  certainly  at  this  time  in  bad 
health ;  hot  being  in  the  command  of  the 
regiment,  he  was  the  only  person  wha 
could  be  responsible  for  its  disciplineu 
On  the  order  for  embarkation,  the  com* 
maad  devolved  upon  me ;  and  upon  the 
arrival  of  the  regiment  at  Lisbon,  the 
conduct  of  the  men  was  what  might 
naturally  be  expected  from  soldiers  land* 
ing  in  a  wine  country,  who  had  not  been 
restrained  in  habits  of  drinking  at  home. 
For  the  first  few  days,  the  whole  regiment, 
non*commissioned  officers  as  well  as  men^ 
were  in  a  state  of  intoxication ;  and  I  would 
ask  my  hon.  friend  if,  under  such  cireum* 
stances,  it  was  not  my  duty,  looking  to  the 
good  of  the  service  and  the  responsibility 
of  my  own  situation,  to  adopt  the  most 
effiscloal  means  of  checking  the  evilf  and 
restoring  that  discipline  by  which  alone 
the  health  and  effective  strength  of  the 
regiment  could  be  preserved  ?  The  first 
step  I  took  was  to  assemble  the  whole  of 
tbe  men,  and  after  pointing  out  tbe  con* 
sequences  of  their  drunkenness,  and  the 
necessity  of  putting  a  stop  to  it,  I  pledged 


gSI7]    HOUSE  OP  COMMONS, 

myself  to  make  no  distinctions,  bat  to 
bring  every  indiTidual  whatever  to  trial 
and  ponishment  whose  conduct  should 
call  for  it.  Having  given  them  warning. 
I  acted  up  to  my  professions ;  and  the 
consequence  was  ihsit,  after  three  or  four 
punishments,  and  the  men  found  I  was  in 
earnest,  they  immediately  returned  to 
their  duty,,  and  in  less  than  a  month, 
from  the  state  I  have  described,  the  regi- 
ment became  in  as  high  order  as  any  in 
the  service.  1  am  sorry  to  be  thus  com* 
pelled  to  speak  it  myself;  but  trust  the 
House  will  feel  that,  upon  a  question  of 
auch  importance,  it  would  be  false  de- 
licary  in  me  to  withhold  any  thing  I  can 
aay  in  support  of  a  system  which  1  con- 
alder  it  to  be  my  doty  to  defend  against 
the  prejudice  that  has  been  raised  against 
it.  I  deny  most  positively  the  assertions 
contained  in  colonel  Quentin's  defence, 
(and  which  seem  to  be  credited  by  my 
lion,  friend),  of  the  frequency,  but  ineffi- 
cacy  of  the  punishment  under  colonel 
JRobarts  and  myself.  If  he  will  examine 
the  document  he  has  produced,  he  will 
find,  by  a  reference  to  the  dates,  that  by 
much  the  greater  part  of  those  punish  • 
inents  were  inflicted  by  colonel  Quentin. 
During  two  months  that  I  held  the  com* 
mand  at  Lisbon,  notwithstanding  the  task 
I  had  to  perform,  only  eight  men  were 
punished  for  ne  elect  of  duty  from 
drunkenness;  and  1  am  sure  every  officer 
who  was  present  with  the  regiment,  would 
^  iay  that  they  never  knew  it  in  such  good 
order  before.  When  I  speak  of  diaci* 
pline,  I  do  not.  mean  the  appearance 
which  a  regiment  may  make  at  home  at 
a  review;  if  it  is  to  consist  in  having 
the  best  men,  horses,  and  appointments, 
nothing  certainly  could  exceed  the  Tenth ; 
but  what  I  mean  by  discipline,  is  that 
atate  which  may  enable  a  commanding 
officer  to  depend  upon  the  good  conduct 
of  his  regiment  in  the  discharge  of  any 
doty  it  may  be  called  upon  to  perform. 
But  this  never  was,  nor  could  be  the  case, 
under  the  system  which  had  been  pursued 
in  the  lOtb,  and,  I  believe,  other  regi* 
roents.  It  is  a  maxim  in  the  service,  and 
may  be  found  in  the  Standing  Orders  of 
all  regiments,  that  drunkenness  is  the 
source  of  every  crime  that  a  soldier  com- 
mits ;  is  it  not,  therefore,  the  first  doty  of 
those  in  command  to  do  their  utmost  to 
check  this  habit?  But  the  plan  pursued 
in  the  10th  was  the  very  worst  that  could 
bave  been  devised  ;  it  was  that  of  allow- 
ing the  man  to  get  drunk  when  they 
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cooldy  bur  to  give  tbem  the<  opportunity 
as  seldom  as  possible— *>for  instance^  they 
only  received    their    pay  once   in    two 
months,  and  upon  these  occaaiona  two  or 
threejdays  were  allowed  them  to  get  rid 
of  it  in  the  public-houses ;  and  when  tbeir 
money  was  gone,  their  sobriety  was  cal- 
culated upon  till  the  next  pay-day.     Bat 
whatever  may  be  the  policy  of  this  mea- 
sure with  regiments  in  England,  yet  look- 
ing to  their  services  abroad,  nothing  cao 
be  more  injurious  to  discipline ;  and  under 
such  a  system,  the  excesses  of  the  men 
upon  arriving  in  a  foreign  country  where 
they  can  break  loose  are  inevitable.     I  caa 
safely  say,  that  the  regiment  in  England 
never  marched  from  one  quarter  to  an- 
other that  each  Uoop  did  not  afibrd  in- 
sunces  of  drunkenness ;  and  i  think  I  can- 
not give  a  stronger  proof  of  its  gifod  order 
and  regularity  under  my  command,  than 
by  stating  the  fact,  that  on  its  marching 
away  from  Lisbon,  there  was  but  one  man 
drunk  out  of  the  whole.    About  this  time, 
in  consequence  of  colonel  Quenttn  coming 
out  to  resume  the  command,  1  was  under 
the  necessity  of  returning  home  for  a  short 
time ;  but,  owing  to  the  sodden  and  rapid 
march  of  the  regiment  to  join  the  army, 
it  was  for  two  months  longer  nnder  the 
command  of  colonel  Robarts  before  coL 
Quentin    was    enabled    to  overtake    it: 
during. this  period  the  same  high  state  of 
discipline  was  kept  op ;  and  it  appears  by 
the  evidence  on  the  trial,  that  nothing 
could  exceed  the  good  order  of  the  regi* 
ment  und^r  colonel  Robarts  op  to  the  time 
of  colonel  Quentin's  arrival ;  and  having 
had  no  share  in  it,  I  may  take  this  oppor^ 
tunity  of  adverting  to    the  honourable 
mention  made  of  its  conduct  in  action 
under  the  former  officer,  whose  conse- 
quent promotion  to  the  ran^  he  now  holds, 
best  speaks  his  merit.    During  these  two 
months  that  colonel  Robarts  commanded, 
only  seyen  men  were  punished  for  drook- 
enness,  with  the  exception  of  one  occa- 
sion, when  several  men  were  flogged  upoa 
the  same  day,  but  which  number  ougbt 
not  to  be  taken  into  the  general  calcula- 
tion from    the    particular  circumstance, 
which  I  will  explain — ^it  happened  imme- 
diately after  the  battle  of  Vittoria,  when 
some  allowance  was  to  be  made  for  aoldiers 
flushed  with  victory.    The  regiment  had 
marched  into  a  large  town,  where  the  in- 
habitants had  never  seen  the-  English  be- 
fore, and  so  overwhelmed  them  with  kind- 
ness and  hospitality,  that  the  men  could 
not  resist  it.    Unfortunately  lord  Welling- 
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Un»  arrtvmg  with  hit  staff,  the  regimeiit 
was  obKged  to  tarn  oot  and  seek  fresh 
qaatlors,  and  beiog^tbas  taken  by  surprise, 
at  so  unlucky  a  moment,  exhlbtted  a  scene 
of  draakenness  whieh  Ibe  commanding 
officer  could  not  overlook  without  de* 
parting  from  that  consistency  to  which 
the  good  Older  of  the  regiment-was  en- 
tirely owing. 

I  now  come  to  colonel  Ooenim's  syatemi 
and  in  detailing- it,  I  hope  that  the  House 
will  aoqatt  me  of  being  actuated  by  the 
alightest  personal  feeling  against  the  indi* 
Tidual.    The  6rst  thing  he  does  opon  his 
arri?al,  as  appears  in  the  evidence,  is  to 
complain  of  the  punishments  that  had 
taben  place ;  and  be  begins  with  an  indis* 
criminate  pardon  of  th^e  offences  which 
the  previous  commanding  officen  had  con* 
sidered  their  duty  to  punish-— and  what 
was  the  consequence  ?  From  the  day  of 
his  joining,  till  that  of  the  cennire  upon 
the  regiment  by  lord  Wellin^on,  nothing 
could  exceed   its   irregularity  and   die« 
mcefuk  conduct  in  every  respect;  and 
firom  the  most  efiective  stale  in  men  and 
horses,  in  a  short  time  there  was  a  lament^ 
able    deficiency    in   both.      At    Lisbon, 
althoogh  regiments  are  always  more  liable 
to  sickness  on  first  landing,  not  a  single 
man  went  to  the  hospital  with  forer; 
within  a  few  weeks,  under  colonel  Qaen* 
tin's  command,  mor^  than  half  the  regi- 
ment were  sent  to  the  hospital  with  fevers 
entirely  arising   from   drunkenness.     In 
ataling  the  effect  of  this  pernicious  system, 
I  attribute  the  want  of  firmness  in  colonel 
<ikientin,  which  occasioned  it,  in  a  very 
great  measure,  to  the  rnifortunate  inter* 
Mfence  which  has  been  thought  neces- 
sary with  respect  to  the  discipline  of  the 
army,  and  which  may  naturally  be  sop- 
posed  to  have  influenced  his  conduct.    I 
imputed    it  also    to  certain  instructions 
issued  by  the  Commander-in-chief  upon 
the  subject,  and  which,  with  due  deference 
to  such  high  amhority,  1  most  consider 
to  have  been  detrimental  to  the  real  in*- 
•terests  of  the  service.    These  itistructions 
were  contained  in  a  circular  letter  to  all 
commanding  officers,  and,  though  slated 
-to  he  private,  were  of  course  meant  to  be 
communicated  to  the  senior  officers  of  a 
regiment  who  might  succeed  to  the  com- 
mand ;  and  I  state  this  because  colonel 
Ckientin  complained  of  colonel  Roberts 
and  myself  in  not  attending  to  these 
orders,  which  we  were    actually  imao- 
quainted  with,  owing  to  his  misconception 
or  neglect    These  reguiatioBi  weM  lo 
(  VOL.  XXXI. ) 


diminish  tha*power  of  Regimental  Courts* 
martial,  and  which,  upon  foreign  service 
at  least,  were  4ound  to  be  eairemely  in- 
convenient -arid  'injurious  to  disciplines 
But  lhe>part  of  this  letter  I  particularly 
refer  Uh  is  where  it  «is  stated,  «<  That  the 
Commander-4n»cbief    will    estimate    the 
discipline  of  o  regimont,  and  the  compel 
tewey  of  the  commanding  officer,  by  the 
little  recourse  he  has-to  corporal  punish* 
moot;''  and  looking' to  colonel  Quentin'a 
conduct,  I  am  persuaded  that  he  took  this 
observation  in  its  literal  meaning,  and  de- 
termined to  *flog  only  a  certain  number* 
whatever  night  be  the  proportion  of  ol^ 
fenders,  considertng  that  he  should  best 
prove  bis  own  superiority  of  diseioline  by 
reducing    the   average   of   pumlhinente 
under  colonel  Roberts  and  me.    But  un- 
fortunately the  misconduct  of  the  regi^ 
ment,  and  )the  tnterference  of  lord  WeU 
lington,  put  an  end  to  his  plan ;  being  at 
last  obliged,  in  spite  of  himsetf;  to  flog 
the  men  by  wholesale,  in  order  to  restore 
that  discipline  which  he  had  allowed  to 
■fell  to  pieces.    And  this  was 'the  cruelty 
of  the  casoi  for  the  only  object  of  punish- 
ment is  the  prevention  of  crime  ;  but  here 
all  the  misohief   was  done    before    the 
remedy  was  applied,  and  the  efreater  part 
of  the  men  were  punished  tor  offences 
which  they  would  never  have  committed 
but  for  the  encouragement  given  them. 
I  remember  a  particular  instance  of  this  in 
three  men  who  were  sent  to  reconnoitre  a 
town  occupied  by  the  enemy;   as  this 
party  did  not  return,  a  fresh  one  was  sent 
out  with  an  officer,  who  found  these  men 
viead  drunk  in  a  public  bouse,  although 
the  enemy  had  hardly  left  the  place.     No 
officer  I  am  sore  can  hear  this  fact,  with- 
out considering  it  as  most  disgraceful  to 
the  regiment,  and  indicative  of  its  want  of 
discipline ;  end  yet  I  can  state  from  the 
authority  of  the  captain  of  the  troop  to 
which  these  men  belonged;  and  whose 
merits  both  in  the  field  and  in  the  mat- 
nagement'  of   his  troop  are  universally 
known,  that  he    considered  two  out  of 
these  three  men  as  the  very  best  in  it, 
aiid  who  had  conducted  themselres  in  the 
most  exemplary  manner  previous  to  the 
arrival  of  colonel  Quentin ;  and  yet,  ifstriin 
justice  had  been  done,  they  ought  to  have 
been  shot  for  their  crime,  as  the  safety  of 
a  whole  army  is  haaarded  by  such  an  act.. 
I  am  afraid  It  may  appear  invidious  in 
me  to  dwell  any  longer  upon  the  subject, 
and  particularly  as  I  am  sure  I  have  said 
-enough  to  convfaice  any  DKofessiooal  or 
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oaprejodiced  penon  upon  tk6  tal 
bot  oontideriog  the  paMicily  tbal  has 
been  giveo  to  thb  trial,  and  tb«  stnmg 
general  feeling  wbich  I  know  exku 
against  the  practice  of  corporal  pankii* 
nent,  I  feel  that  in  jottice  to  my  own 
condoctp  and  the  syiteni  I  bafe  panaed« 
I  mon  not  content  myself  with  mere 
assertions,  but  state  licts,  which  I  flatter 
anyself  will  entitle  me  to  mora  ciedit  than 
any  arguments  I  can  nse.  With  respect 
to  my  own  conduct  in  the  command, 
nithoagh,  generally  speaking,  I  never  par- 
doned those  who  were  convicted  of 
oflences,  yet  wherever  I  oonld  possibly 
do  it  without  injury  to  the  discipline,  I 
avoided  bringing  them  to  trial,  or  miti* 
gated  their  punishment  in  cases  where 
their  general  good  character,  or  any  justi* 
fiable  reason  would  admit  of  it;  aind  it  is 
in  this  discreet  exercise  of  their  power, 
and  not  in  indiscriminate  and  ill-timed 
lenity^  that  the  humanity  and  (eeling  of 
comnuuiding  officers  are  to  be  found.  For 
instance— Inever  inflicted  corporal  punish- 
ment upon  a  non-commissioned  officer, 
considering  the  degradation  from  his 
rank  as  sufficient ;  bot  it  appears  by  the 
stotement  produced  by  my  honourable 
friend,  that  colonel  Quentin  made  no  dis- 
tinction of  this  kind,  bot  flogged  the  non- 
commissioned officers  indiscnminstely 
with  the  privates.  There  is  another  strong 
instance  of  the  impropriety  and  incon- 
sistency of  his  conduct  in  the  pnufshment 
of  a  man  who  was  tried  for  killing  a  fowl, 
althoogh  at  the  same  time  colonel  Quentin 
allowed  others  to  kill  sheep  with  im- 
punity ;  upon  the  trial  of  this  man,  I  can 
assure  the  House,  that  there  was  no  more 
legal  evidence  to  convict  him  of  the  fact, 
than  to  have  convicted  anv  honourable 
member  present,  insomuch  that  the  Court 
itself,  who  thought  proper  to  find  htm 
guilty,  absolutely  recommended  the  pri- 
soner to  the  mercy  of  the  commanding 
officer,  upon  the  ground  of  the  scarcity 
of  evidence  against  biro ;  and  I  am  afraid 
I  shall  hardly  be  credited  in  stating,  that 
cofenel  Quentin  after  reading  this  evi- 
dence (or  rather  no  evidence)  to  the  whole 
regiment,  his  own  approval  of  the  sen- 
tence, and  the  reoommendation  of  the  pri- 
soner to  his  mercy  by  the  Court,  upon  the 
ground  of  there  being  no  proof  against  him, 
absolutely  ties  the  man  op  and  flogs  him. 
[The  faon.  member  wu  here  called  to 
order  by  colonel  Wood,  who  thought  the 
bon.  member  could  hardly  justify  nimself 
in   entering  into  deUila  which  be  con* 
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oeived  did  not  relate  to  the  qneation  be- 
lore  the  House,  but  were  injorioua  to  the 
character  and  feelings  of  the  ofllccr  to 
whom  they  applied.] 

Colonel  P^dmer  continued :— I  ana  very 
sorry  to  diftr  with  the  hon.  member,  bot 
mua  submit  to  the  justice  of  the  House* 
how  far  I  can  be  accused  of  any  want  of 
candour  to  the  officer  in  qoeation.  1 
repeat,  and  I  think  I  have  aoown,  thai 
nothing  could  have  been  further  from  my 
wishes  thantohavetroubled  the  Hooaeagaia 
upon  the  subject  of  this  Court*nartial,  and 
I  have  caielully  abstained  from  alluding  to 
any  part  of  the  proceedings  oncoonected 
with  the  question ;  but  thus  dragged  for- 
ward as  I  have  been  before  the  House  and 
the  public,  to  answer  for  my  own  conduct 
against  a  charge  brought  agaiast  me  by 
himself;  can  it  be  expected  that,  out  of 
delicacy  to  him,  I  am  not  to  defend  my- 
self by  every  means  I  cao  make  use  of» 
and  which  I  cannot  do  more  effectually 
than  by  exposing  the  folly  and  absurdity 
of  his  conduct;  having  good  reason  to 
know  the  effect  of  all  the  misrepreaenta- 
tions  and  ingenuity  of  his  defence  open 
the  trial,  and  which  1  own  I  bold  too 
cheap  at  the  time.  Nor  do  1  now  attack 
his  cnaracter  in  any  way  bot  as  relating 
to  his  want  of  judgment,  as  I  am  fer  fron 
nccusiog  him  of  intentional  injustice  or 
cruelty  in  bis  command  ;  however,  I  shall 
only  mention  one  more  feet  in  support  of 
my  argument. 

In  order  to  check  more  eflfectually  the 
disorders  in  the  regiment,  lord  Wellington 
issued  a  warrant  for  holding  general  regi- 
mental courts-martial  for  the  trial  of  thoss 
ofiaces  which  the  common  regimental 
court-martial  was  not  sufficiently  empow* 
end  to  punish.    Some  men  who  wers 
brought  to  trial  before  this  general  Coort, 
were  found  guiltyr  and  sentenced ;  but  it  so 
happened,  that  on  that  very  day  the  ac* 
count  arrived  of  the  restoration  of  ths 
Bourbons,  «id  upon  this  joyful  occasies 
the  inhabitanta  of  the  town  interfered,  ao4 
solicited  the  pardon   of  theae    culprits 
which  accordingly  wu  promised   to  be 
acceded  to ;— *but  before  the  parade  cooU 
be  conveniently  assembled  for  the  per* 
pose,  some  other  soldiers  were  tried  by  tht 
regimental  Couiti  for  minor  offeneca,  sod 
tham  were  alio  found  gniltjr.    Whstt  dees 
colonel  Quentin  do  in  this   caae?    He 
brings  both  eefs  (|f  offenders  to  the  same 
|Mrade,  and  after  pardooiQg  the  gieater 
.culprits'  for  the  sake  of  the  fio«fboQs«  he 
fioga  the  others* 


9SS] 


Catpor^  AmMumik  n  lie  Jbwy. 


J0MB2I,  1815. 


(193* 


I  am  very  sorry  to  have  detained  the 
HoQie  to  long,  and  shall  not  dwell  upon 
an/  other  argaments  which  ha?e  b«eD 
urged  in  support  of  the  motion.  I  have 
only  one  word  to  lay  with  respect  to  the 
objection  that  is  made  to  the  loose  word- 
ing, and  want  of  proper  defining  of  the 
charges  against  man  brooght  to  trial ;  as 
way  hon.  friend  does  not  seem  to  be  aware, 
that  although  the  crime  may  not  be  par* 
ticolarly  specified  in  the  charge,  from  the 
difficulty  that  often  occurs,  no  injonr  can 
thereby  arise  to  the  prisoner,  ae  the  net  is 
always  explained  by  the  OTidence,  upon 
which  alone  the  Court  is  guided  in  its 
opinion,  and  which  evidence,  with  the 
whole  of  the  proceedings,  are  invariably 
entered  opon  the  regimental  book^  and 
at  all  times  liable  to  be  referred  to.  Lastly, 
with  regard  to  the  further  limitalioD  of 
punishment  proposed  by  the  motioii,  for 
my  own  part  I  think  it  would  be  much 
better  to  abolish  the  practice  altogether, 
than  prevent  Courts-martial  from  punish- 
ing according  to  the  nature  and  degree  of 
the  o£fence.  1  conceive  that  every  neeaa* 
sary  precaution  has  been  taken  on  the 
subject ;  for  whatever  may  be  the  extent 
of  punishment  awarded  to  a  crime,  it  is 
never  inflicted  but  in  the  presence  of  the 
aurgeon,  to  prevent  all  danger  to  the  life 
or  health  of  the  man.  I  repeat,  that  all 
these  amendments,  if  they  are  to  be  called 
io,  in  the  Munity  Bill,  and  which  tend  to 
letter  the  means  of  the  commanding  officer 
in  maintaining  discipline  in  his  regiment, 
are  bad ;  and,  after  all,  the  real  comfort 
and  protection  of  the  soldier  must  rest 
with  him ;  and  if  upon  every  occasion 
where,  from  incapacity  or  whatever  caose, 
a  commanding  officer  -is  unfit  for  the 
charge  entrusted  to  him,  such  command- 
ing officer  were  removed,  much  more 
real  good  would  be  done  than  bv  all  the 
regulations  that  can  possibly  be  adopted. 

I  will  trouble  the  House  no  fiirther;  but 
before  I  sit  down,  I  beg  to  say  a  very  few 
words  in  explanation  of  a  case  brought 
forward  by  my  hon.  friend  the  other 
evening.  I  mean  that  of  lieutenant  Cowell 
of  the  Guards,  as  it  relates  to  the  question 
of  the  propriety  of  admitting  the  evidence 
of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 
of  a  regildent  to  the  character  of  their 
officers.  I  perfectly  agree  with  the  right 
hon.  the  Judge  Advocate  in  the  general 
principle  of  not  admitting  such  evidence  ; 
but  under  the  particular  circumstances  of 
lieat.Coweirs  case,  I  think  the  rale  might 
have  been  dispensed  with^^inaimnch  as 


it  was  not  thte  fiwt  itself  for  which  he  was 
tried,  but  the  motives  attributed  to  hta 
conduct,  that  influenced  the  Court  in  their 
sentence ;  but  if  the  testimony  of  the.  non* 
commisiioned  officers  and  privates  of  tho 
regiment  had  been  admitted  as  to  the  con- 
doctof  their  youngofficer  upon  the  first  and 
only  occaaion  of  bis  being  in  actiooi  and 
when  unfortunately  he  was  the  only  officer 
present  with  his  company  (although  it 
adds  to  his  merit),  I  can  teke  upon  myself 
to  stete  poaitively  from  my  own  knowledge 
that  the  evidence  of  the  whole  of  these 
men  would  have  been  so  highly  honour* 
able  to  Mr.  CoweU's  character  and  con- 
duct in  that  instance,  that  I  am  convinced 
it  most  have  removed  all  nnfavonrable  im- 
pression as  to  the  motives  of  hb  conduct 
upon  the  occasbn  for  which  he  wat  tried* 
Colonel  IFbo^in  adverting  to  the  system 
of  the  10th  Hussar^  aaid,  from  what  he 
had  heard,  not  only  as  to  the  recent  con- 
dition of  that  regiment,  bat  as  to  ita  past, 
there  was  not  one  in  the  service  mere 
conspicuous  for  discipline  and  order*  It 
might  be  considered  invidious  to  make 
comparisons  between  difierent  resiments; 
but  he  was  informed  that  the  earl  of  Ux- 
bridge,  when  he  reviewed  the  cavalry^ 
lately,  said,  that  he  had  long  been  at-' 
tempting  to  make  his  own  regiment,  the 
seventh,  the  most  perfect,  but  they  were 
surpassed  by  the  tenth.  With  respect  to 
tlie  motion  befi>re  the  House,  he  bad  no 
doubt  the  hon.  gentleman  who  brought 
it  forward,  was  actuated  by  the  most  just 
and  humane  motives;  but  he  hoped  ho 
would  also  allow  that  commanding  officers 
might  feel  as  much  humanity  and  com- 
passion for  their  soldiers.  He  was  ready 
to  admit  that  corporal  puoishmeot  might 
be  abolished  with  the  greatest  ease  in 
England;  but  if  it  were  abolished*,  the 
conseqttence  would  be,  that  many  serioua 
o£fences,  which  were  now  punished  by 
flogginff,  such  as  mutiny,  for  example* 
would  then  be  punished^  with  death ;  and 
it  was  certeinly  a  matter  worthy  of  con- 
sideration to  reflect  whether  it  would  be 
desirable  to  make  such  a  change  in  our 
existing  militery  system.  With  respect 
to  limiting  the  number  of  lashes  that 
should  be  inflicted,  on  general  service,  to 
one  hundred,  he  did  not  feel  himself  qua- 
lified to  speak  npon  that  point,  not  having  ^ 
seen  foreign  service;  but  he  believed  that 
such  punishment  was  inflicted  as  lightly 
as  possible,  consistently  with  the  mainte* 
nance  of  that  discipline  which  was  neces* 
sary  in  actual  service. 


aaq  house  of  comb£Ons, 

.  CokNMl  Pmkmkam  thoogfal  H  shoold  b« 
talcen  ioto  consideration,  that  the  Britith 
army  was  not  constitoted  like  any  foreign 
army.  In  the  fonner  there  was  always 
^kt  strongast  feeling  of  civil  equality^ 
while  on  the  Continent  the  lower  ranks 
Were  nniTersally  acknowledged  as  in* 
lerior  to  their  officers,  of  wbaterer  rank. 
The  chief  caose  of  corpond  panishmem 
was  nadoohtediy  the  sad  prepensfty  lor 
drinking.  Bat  there  was  no  donht  that 
tile  poDishmenl  bad  dhciwased^  not  from 
any  orders  from  head-qvarters,  bat  fmoi 
the  high  example  set  by  the  officers  them* 
•elves.  Nothing  coQld<  be  more  just  than 
Ae  system  of  CoQrts*martial ;  all  the 
officers  on  which  swose  to  administer 
justice  according  to  their  sime  of  the  law 
and  tbair  consoieace;'and  how  ceold  it 
be  aopposed,  if  this  wesc  net:  the  case,  that 
the  men  woald  be  «o  anfent  to  follow 
them  into  danger  ?  This  was  one  of  the 
sorest  pledges  that  eonid  be  giTen  d  at- 
tacbmeot  between  the  men*  and  their 
eommandersw  He  trusted  the  Hoose  would 
m>t  be  iaflnenced  in  cooBfingto  iheir  deei* 
eion  by  any  thing  thej  had  heard  re* 
spectinff  the  10th  regiment,  whose  former 
misconduct  no  longer  existed  in  it.  He* 
spectiag  the  conckict  of  our  army  to 
^geiferal,  it  was  exemplary;  and  on  the  late 
kivasion  of  France,  it  affi>Mled  the  only 
instance  of  an  invading  army  beiog  hailed 
as  a  blessing  to  the  nation  invaded.    The 

Sunishment  in  the  navy  was  four  tiroes  at 
eavy  as  that  in  the  army.  He  need  not 
advert  to  this  day  being  the  anniversary 
of  the  glorious  battle  of  Vittoria,  for  a 
practical  illustration  of  the  benefit  of  the 
system  which  new  governed  the  army. 
He  should  oppose  the  motion.  If  the 
system  was  bad,  let  it  be  overturned  ;  if 
not,  let  the  officeri  -  pursue  the  mode  of 
discipline  which  they  had  been  accus- 
tommi  to  administer  with  so  tnocfa  ad- 
vantage. 

Mr.  W.  Smiih  thought  the  House  was 
bound  to  argue  this  question  on  general 
grounds  only^  To'^ay  that  the  discipline 
of  the  army,  as  it  now  atood,  was  in  no  need 
of  alteration,  was  like  arguing  against  any 
iFeform  in  the*  English  law,  because  the 
British  constitution  had  brought  the  na* 
tion  to  what  it  wat.  The  ponishment-of 
flogging  was  a  system  derogatory  and 
disgraceful  even  to  boys,  and  ought  not 
to  be  permitted  in  tbe  army,  except  In 
cases  of  the  utmost  necessity.  It  bad  a 
tendency  to  make  men,  already  enlisted, 
diBgenerate  into  every  thing  that  was  die- 
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gracefol,  while  it  prevented  oUion  of 
good  oharaoter  from  eatering  into  tbe 
army  from,  the  fear  of  being  sabjeoled  to 
it.  While  tbe  officers  of  the  army  par- 
took of  the  eiijoymenlB  of  the  bottle,  so 
fliQcb  aa  war  oommon  with  that  daea  ef 
young  gentlemen  from  which  they  were 
taken,  he  foared  they  wookl  not  be  fbiud 
very  proper  persons  to  refoim  the  vice  of 
dranleennem  among  the  soldiery.  If  eor- 
porai  punishment  were  done  nwny,  he 
was  of  opinion  a  higher  spirit,  of  hMraof 
would  be  kept  up  in  the  army  thao  was 
to  bo  found  ivit  at  present,  and  this  would 
give  better  security  for  the  good  condnot 
of  the  seldtery  than  ooold  be  obtained  by 
any  other  means.  The  motion  of  his 
boa.  Mend  haiA  his  most  cordial  ooocor* 
rence.* 

Lond  Pafsigtimifi  opposed .  the  moiaon,  as 
hot  thought  it  was  not  one  at  all  likely  to 
improve  the  situation  of  the  army.  It 
wasnecesmry,  in  the  military  syatem  of 
this,  as  iu'  that  of  every  other  country, 
that  the  power  of  inflicting  cevtain  aevere 
and  exemplary  punishments  in  pariioolar 
eases  should  exist.  The  power  at  present 
pessemed  by  Courts-maitial'  onghi  to  be 
continued,  not  for  the  purpose  of  fre- 
quently iafiioting  severe  panbhmcmt*  but 
to  check  ofibnces  by  the  terrors  of  ir. 
That  there  was  no  wish  to  eaereise  tbii 
power  unneeessanty,  might  be  smisfac* 
torily  ascertained  from  the  orders  issued 
by  the  Commander-in-chief,  and  from 
the  established  practice  of  the  army.  If 
it  were  admitted,  as  he  thought  it  mast 
be,  that  there  was  a  dlspostttoir  on  tbe 
part  of  the  Commandev-ifi«'chiefl  «nd  ia 
the  officers  of  regiments,  to  limit  tbe  ia- 
itction  of  corporal  punishment,  so  for  mil 
could  be  done>consistently  with  the  pubto 
service^  it  would,  he  conrceivedv  be  sees, 
that*  it  vras  better  to  leave  it  to  be  exer* 
cised  at  the  discretion  of  Coorts-iaartisI, 
than  to  abrogate  it  altogether.  Tbe  qua- 
Hon  could  not  now,  as  mrmerlyi  be  argued 
on  the  ground  of  humanity,  since  it  «si 
Ao  longer  contended,  that  it  was  proper 
to  bring  out  a  man  a"  second  time  for 
punishment,  but  in  very  grave  and  aeriow 
esses,  where  a  seveie  example  wasr  necei» 
sary.  Tbe  power  of  infficting  severe 
punifihments  ottght  to  remaliK  Vbe  dis- 
position to  indulge  in  spirituous  Kqooiv, 
which  prevailed  in  th^  fingKsh«  ea  in  aH 
the'  northern'  urmiesi  caesed  them  to  be 
more  liable  to  •  commit  oflhdces* then  dn 
soldiers  of  other  nations.  The  Pom* 
guese,  and  other  foretgw  eoldi 
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pay*  mighty  from  this  circomftU^e«».  have 
been  le«  frisquenily  pimuked  than  iha 
Eogliab ;  but  il  wat  quita  a  miaiaka  ibal 
tbey  »ef«  boI  rabject  to  tbe  taase  disci- 
pline. The  case  of  ibe  lOih,  wbicb  bad 
bean  brougbl  forward  on  ibit  ocoa§ion»  was, 
m  bit  opinioDf  tbat  of  aU  oibert  wbicb 
proved  ibe  efficacy  and  beneficial  con* 
seqoencea  wbieb  resulted  from  tbe  presenl 
aystem»  as,  by  tbe  infliction  of  corpora] 
puniahmem*  Irom  a  state  of  disorganization 
k  bad  been  restored  to  tbe  moat  perfect 
discipline.  He  objected  io  tbe  motionf 
Ibal  in  point  of  fact,  it  was  not  one  of 
■lavcy  to  tbe  army»  as  be  tbougbt  it  would 
kad  to  the  more  fffeqoant  inflictioa  of  tbe 
aeverest  panisbmeBt^^Kleaib.^ 
.  Sir  Si  Romil^  represented  to  the  Home, 
that  tbe  (|uestion  belbre  them  was  not  the 
actoai  limit- of  tbe  puoisbmeBt*  bm  wli»» 
4ber  it  should  ha?e  any  Hmii  at  alL 
When  ia  tbe  last  session  be  bad  proposed 
a  clause  in  tbe  Mutiny  Bill»  limiting  tbe 
jMoiber.'of  laabes  to  100»  be  had  .been  in- 
duced to  withdraw  bis  pvopositiod  by  tbe 
manifesltttion  of  a  disposition  on  the  othef 
atde^  which  it  now  appeared  did  not  exist. 
At  present  tbey  migbt  order  any  number 
of  lashes  to  be  inflicted  wbicb  they  might 
think  proper.  Men  bad  been  sentenced 
Io  receive  S  or  600,  and  be  bad  heard  of 
an  instance  in  which  1500  bad  bees 
awarded.  It  was  uniust«  and  it  oagbt  nat 
l»  be,  tbat  tbey  should  bate  aathority  to 
doom  an  individual  to  greater  punishment 
tban  God  has  given  him  capacity  to 
endure.  The  reserve  on  tbat  fiorlion  of 
his  sentence  wbidi  could  not  be  inflicted 
on  an  kidividoal  witboot  destroying  lifis» 
ft 'bad  been  customary  to  deal  ont  (if  be 
mi^bt  he  allowed  the  expression)  by  in* 
maimenta. .  It  was  true  that  the  present 
Commftnder-in-ckief  evinced  a  marito- 
viooe  disposition  to  repress  the  pnnish* 
ment  as  much  as'  possible,  bat  be  might 
be  sooceeded  by  another  of  different  incli* 
nation.  The  milder  practice  which  at 
pvesant  prevailed,  was  to  be  ascribed 
solely  to  that  discassioa  of  the  subject, 
whwdi  in  tbe  first  instance  a  right  faon. 
gentleman,  now  no  more,  had  declared 
would  be  productive  of  infinite  mischief; 
but  wbtch,  en  tbe  contrary^  had  been 
pmnlacifve  of  the  greatest  l>enefits*>  The 
preaance  of  a  surgeon  at  these  paniahN 
ttenti/  instead  of  proving  tbeir  faomanily, 
proved  their  enielty,  as  it  shewed  the 


ptimshmeM  of  death,  by  the  most  exqai* 
aite  lormeots.    He  ridiciiled  the  argumeiit 


of  the  noble  lord,  that  because  the  British 
bad  a  spirit  of  indepepdence,  tbey  should, 
therefore,  be  punished  in  a  manner  too 
severe  and  degrading  for  tbe  most  brutal 
and  ignorant  of  the  species.  He  cordially 
supported  tbe  motioiu 

Mr,  Ma^nat  SyMoik  denied  that  the 
object  of  his  hon.  friend's  measure  was  to 
procure  some  limitation  of  tbe  punish* 
ment.  The  object  of  it  was  to  abolish 
tbe  punishment  altogether  at  home,  and 
to  limit  it  wheo  resorted  to  abroad.  Hq 
was  sure  tbat  bis  bon.  friend  and  the  boiu 
and  [earned  gentleman  would  admil# 
wbatover  tbey  might  think  of  tbe  propo* 
sition,  tbat  at  least  it  would  occasion  n 
vary  great  alteration  in  the  military  juris* 
diction  of  tbe  country.  It  became  no^ 
cesser y,  therefore,  to  inqairo#  whetbet 
exiatiog.  circumstanoea  domapded-  so  ra^ 
dical  a  changie.  It  was  well  known  thai 
corporal  punishmeais  had  within  tho 
last  years  been  greatly  on  the  declinat 
Courts«>martial  were  themseWes  niost  anail* 
oua  to  award  a  different  ponisbmaot ;'  and 
the  mi^rity  of  corporal  punisbmenta 
daring,  the  period  in  question  had  been 
on  the  service  abroad.  With  respect  to 
imprisonment,  some  difficulties  had  oe^ 
corred  from  a  want  of  private  cells  in 
prisons ;  and  complaints  had  been  sent  to 
tbe  Horse  Guards,  of  soldiers  having  bean 
mixed  with  other  prisoners  of  alLdesorip* 
tions.  Sufficient  time  bad  not  yet  elapsed 
for  carrying  into  execution  the  meaanrea 
which  bad  been  suggested  on  this  sobjeoli 
He  should  be  sorry  to  see  this  matter  in** 
terlered  with;  be  believed  the.  reform 
was  at  present  making  its  own  way  betlea 
than  would  be  effected  by  any  legislalivo 
interference.  He  could  not  help  thinks 
ing  that  the  limiting  the  luimber  of  lasbMsa 
to  100  would  be  retainiiig  every  ihing 
odiooa  in  the  punishment,  and  depriving 
it  of  every  thing  efficacious.  It  waa  hie 
firm  opinioo,  that  if  any  limit  were  aa« 
signed  to  the  punishment,  tbe  result  would 
be  an  increased  severity,  or  if  not  an  ift> 
cveased  aeveriiy,  an  increased  frequencjpi 
of  punishment*  The  hon.  and  loaraod 
gentleman  bad  alhided  to  iostaneea  of 
1500  lashes  bavinff  been  inflicted  oii^on« 
MidividoaL  He  did  not  oMan  to  conlrap* 
diet  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman;  hsl 
ha^faad  nevevknowai.of  any<such.pvnishv 
m^nt  hoving  been  received^  mid  ho 
thought  it  had  novar  ocamved  jinco  ho 


dangevof  the  punisbmeat  bocoming4ha    w«s    im.ioffice.-  •  The    oooH  i.thaA.>lMi 


awarded  such  a  sentence  would  have  bocii 
reprimanded.    Ha  was  cleariy  of  opiaiam 
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tbat  it  was  illegal  to  inflict  part  of  a  sen- 
tence at  one  time,  and  delay  inflicting  a 
part  of  it  till  another  time.    It  would  be 
•aid,  perhaps,  what  remedy  was  there  if 
such  an  abose  took  place  ?  In  answer  lo 
this  he  coold  state,  that  he  knew  an  in- 
stance of  an  officer  of  high  rank  baring 
been  brought  to  trial  for  inflicting  an 
arbitrary  punishment  on  a  man  doring  a 
march,  when  there  was  not  time  to  wait 
for  a  Coart*martial ;  the  resalt  was,  that 
the  officier  was  sentenced  to  be  cashiered ; 
and,  notwithstanding  all  the  representations 
which  were  made  in  his.  behalf,  and  not- 
withstanding the  propriety  of  his  moti?es 
was  nerer  called  in  question,  the  Crown 
was  advised  to  let  the  sentence  take  its 
course.    It  had  been  said  that  there  were 
instances  of  part  of  a  punishment  having 
been  inflicted,  and  of  the  remainder  having 
been  used  as  a  means  of  extorting  a  pro- 
mise of  entering  into   other  regiments. 
He  knew  that  it  was  customary  to  give 
an  option  of  undergoing  the  punishment, 
or  of  commuting  ii  for  service  in  other 
regiments,  and  there  could  be  no  objec- 
Sion  to  thts ;  but  he  was  ignorant  of  any 
cases  of  extorting  a  promise  of  service 
after  the  half,  or  any  part  of  the  pu- 
nishment, had  been  once  inflicted.     He 
C9nceived  that  the  making  a  distinction 
between  the  punishment  abroad  and  at 
home,  would  lead  to  an  invidious  com- 
parison extremely  injurious  to  the  service. 
Mr.  Forba  said,  that  during  a  residence 
of  twenty  years  in  India,  he  had  always 
observed  that  in  those  regiments  where 
there  was  the  most  flogpng,  there  was 
always  the  least  real  discipline*    Drunk- 
enness was  certainly  a  dreadful  vice,  and 
led  to  almost  all  others.    But  what  would 
they  tav  to  a  system  which  first  encou- 
raged drunkenness,   and   afterwards  pu- 
nished it?    He  was  sorry  to  say  tbat  a 
practice  had  long  been  prevalent  in  India, 
though  it  was  less  so  now  than  formerly, 
of  the  commander  of  regiments  admitting 
grog  shops  to  be  kept  for  his  benefit,  a 
certain  proportion  of  the  profiu  having 
been  paid  to  him  by  the   persons  who 
kept  the  shops.     The   consequence  was 
the  most  dreadful  intoxicatiion ;  and  half 
a  docen  of  nunishments  had  sometimes 
been  inflicted  in  one  morning  for  the  very 
▼ice  which  was  so  enconragid.    In  one 
regiment,  which  be  would  not  name,  dbis 
abuse  was  carried  to  such  a  length  that 
fkut  officers  of  corps  were  determined  to 
Ufceitup.    On  the  matter  being  repre* 
aenied  to  the  commander  of  the  forces^  be 
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,  as,  although  he  did 
not  approve  of  the  practice,  it  had  been 
osoal  t  hroogboot  India.  The  conseqneDce 
was,  tbat  most  of  the  officers  were  obliged 
to  leave  the  regiment,  and  thooe  who  re- 
mained were  tried  for  combination,  and 
one  after  another  cashiered*  He  could 
vouch  that  in  India  the  same  man  wai 
brought  out  repeatedly  to  receive  the  po- 
nisbment  mflicted  by  one  sentence.  He 
approved  of  the  limiution  propoeed. 

General  Hart  had  inspected  several  re- 
giments, and  never  observed  any  inaobor* 
dination  to  have  arisen  from  the  present 
practice;  on  the  contrary,  he  wsu  sure 
it  was  often  repressed  through  the  terror 
of  this  species  of  punisbmeot. 

Mr.  AbercrmMe  Robmmm  said,  that  from 
1786  downwards,  be  would  venture  to  say 
that  in  the  Bengal  eaiabiishment  the 
practice  of  commanders  of  regiments  be- 
nefitting by  the  sale  of  liquors  was  alto- 
gether discouraged. 

Sir  F.  Bmrdett  hoped  his  hon.  friend 
would  bring   the  subject  forward    early 
next  session,  when  there  should  be  a  more 
fiill  attendance  of  the  House  than  at  pre- 
seni    With  respect  to  the  melancholy 
and    black  catalogue  which  formed  the 
groundwork  of  the  speech    of    his  hon. 
friend,  it  was  a  document  which  was  de- 
serving of  the  utmost  attention.    He  had 
at  diflerent  times  himself  moved  for  the 
black  books  of  regiments,  but  they  had 
always  been  withheld.    The  account  of 
the  gallant  colonel  Palmer  was  not  one 
which  gave  him  the  highest  idea  of  hia 
judgment.    The  system  which  he  pursued 
in  opposition  to  that  of  colonel  QoeDtio, 
appeared  to  him  as  cruel  as  it  was  ineffi- 
cient.   For  what  had  been  the  eflfeos  of 
these  dreadful  punishments  ?   The  systeni 
had  been  going  on  for  eighteen  months 
and  the  punishments  were  as  many  in  the 
last  as  in  the  first  month.     His  hon.  firiend 
objected  to  this  punishment-^  first,  because 
it  was  brutal,  inhuman*  and  disgraceful; 
and  next,  because  it  was  altogether  ineffi- 
cient.   Nothing  could  justify  auch  a  po- 
nishment  but  necessity,  and  the  opponents 
of  his  hon.  friend  could  show  no  neces- 
sity.   In  all  other  armies  but  our  own,  oc 
at  least  in  most  of  them,  no  such  necessiij 
existed.      No  man  would  deny  that  pa- 
nishment,  and  even  jetero  pnniahneat, 
was  necessary ;   but  was  there  no  other 
fit  punishment  but  that  of  stripping  a  maa 
naked,  tying  him  up  to  the  halberts,  and 
treating  him  like  a  beast?   He  opposed 
flogging  because  it  w«s  disgncefol  ts 
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homan  naiore*  In  the  case  of  the  ior* 
geon,  science  was  applied  to  see  wbethor 
the  last  puliation  had  yet  beat^-whetber 
an  addition  coald  yet  be  made  to  the  pu« 
Dishnient^-wbether  another  pang  might 
be  given  to  the  yictim*  This  ponishment 
was  a  national  disgrace.  In  tbe  Rassian 
army,  which  was  tbe  next  in  severity  to 
oar  own,  this  mode  of  punishment  was  not 
resorted  to,  and  was  considered  disgrace- 
ful to  humanity.  Why  should  the  British 
soldier  be  alone  liable  to  this  ignominious 
torture?  A  noble  lord  (Palmerstoo)  had 
accounted  for  it  by  observingj  that  there 
was  something  in  the  constitution  of  the 
country  that  made  its  natives  so  sturdy 
and  high-minded,  that  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  that  these  noble  qualities  should 
be  flogged  out  of  them  by  the  cat-o*nirte* 
tails  before  they  made  good  soldiers;  but 
Burely  the  noble  lord  would  not  persist  in 
an  argument,  the  tendency  of  which  was 
to  show  that  the  nearer  a  man  approached 
to  divinity,  the  more  fit  it  was  to  treat 
him  like  a  beast — [Hear,  hear !]  It  could 
not  be  denied  that  our  ancestors  possessed 
as  strongly  the  love  of  independence  as 
their  successors,  yet  military  flogging  was 
unknown  among  those  who  had  achieved 
the  greatest  triumphs  the  nation  had  to 
boast.  Military  flogging  was  of  modern 
introduction,  and  its  justification  depended 
upon  arguments  that  would  never  have 
been  heard  at  any  other  time.  The  ca- 
pricioosness  with  which  this  punishment 
was  inflicted,  was  another  reason  for  its 
abolition :  it  depended  entirely  upon  the 
will  of  the  officers,  and  that  was  gnided 
by  no  rule,  and  governed  by  no  scale ;  it 
was  necessary  that  some  restriction  should 
be  placed  upon  it— so  thought  tbe  Com- 
mander-in-chief, whc(  had  sent  round  a 
regimental  letter  to  eSect  the  purpose, 
which,  however,  hadn  not  received  the 
attention  it  deserved.  It  was  now,  for  tbe 
first  time,  acknowledged  by  the  Judge 
Advocate,  that  the  infliction  of  a  sentence 
at  two  or  three  different  times  was  illegal ; 
yet  it  was  an  abuse  that  had  long  pre- 
vailed, and  had  been  the  instrument  of 
unheard-of  cruelties.  It  was  a  singular 
fsct,  .corroborated  by  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  colonel  (Palmer),  that  m  those  regi- 
ments where  these  corporal  inflictions 
were  most  frequent,  the  discipline  was  the 
most  lax ;  and  no  small  praise  was  due  to 
colonel  Qoentin,  that,  considering  what 
had  been  the  state  of  the  10th.  regiment, 
he  had  now  placed  it  upon  a  footing  so 
admirable.    To  show  the  escess  to  which 


military  flogging  had  been  in  some  cases 
carried,  the  bon,  baronet  referred  to  cer- 
tain proceedings  at  Gibraltar*  many  years 
ago,  when  a  new  instrument  was  intro- 
duced, which  would  kill  a  man  in  80 
lashes,  and  for  not  employing  whicl^ 
several  officers  were  dismissed  the  service^ 
though  afterwards  they  were  reinstated. 
He  contended,  that  punishment  was  fre- 
quently rendered  necessary  by  the  inade- 
quacy of  pay  and  rewards  in  the  army, 
which  occasioned  the  men  to  b«  discontent- 
ed with  the  service,  often  to  disobey,  and 
sometimes  to  mutiny.  With  regard  to  tha 
argument  of  the  Judge  Advocate,  that  tht 
flogging  of  soldiers  was  necessary  for  the 
sake  ot  humanity,  lest  something  worse 
should  be  introduced,  he  could  only 
apply  what  a  Frenchman,  under  the  old 
ri^me,  had  said  aninst  the  abolition  of 
breaking  on  the  wheel,— that  his  nation 
was  accustomed  to  that  mode  of  punish- 
ment, and  would  not  be  satisfied  or  quiet 
without  it,  lest  some  greater  cruelty  should 
be  invented  and  empToyed. 

Mr.  Babmgim  thought,  that  as  the  pu- 
nishment was  now  administered  in  a 
milder  manner,  there  was  no  occasion  for 
the  present  motion.  It  was  far  better  to 
leave  the  armi^  to  those  who  had  the 
government  of^^it,  thaa  to  proceed  by  a 
legislstive  provision,  which  he  did  not 
conceive  would  prove  eflbctual. 

Sir  Edward  BuUer  denied,  that  any  offi- 
cer of  the  navy  would  take  upon  himself 
to  discharge  a  man,  without  the  authority 
of  his  commander-in-chief. 

Sir  F.  BwdieU  explained,  that  be  had 
made  no  such  assertion,  but  had  merely 
said,  that  when  a  man  had  been  flogged 
In  the  navy,  he  was  able  immediately  to 
return  to  the  execution  of  his  duties. 

Mr.  Bennet  replied.    After  which  tbe 

3aestion  Wes  put,  and  negatived  without  a 
itisien. 


HOV8B  OF  LORDS. 

TWtdoy,  Jimt  22. 

DuKs  ov  Wellinoton.}  Earl  Badasru 
gave  notice,  that  to«morrow  he  would 
move  the  Thanks  of  tbe  House  to  the 
duke  of  Wellington,  and  to  the  officers 
and  men  under  his  command,  for  the  sig- 
nal victory  obtained  on  the  18th  of  June, 
which  had  exalted  the  military  glory  of 
the  country,  protected  from  spoil  the  ter- 
ritory of.  his  Majesty's  Allies,  and  largely 
contributed  to  the  preservation  of  the  li- 
berties of  Europe.    The  Earl  of  Liverpool 
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presented  »  Message  from  tbe  Prince  Re« 
gent  [see  the  Commons],  end  mored  that 
it  be  taken  into  consideration  to-mnrrowi 
OnSered*  It  ^as  also  ordered,  that  the 
House  should  be  summoned. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tkmdtg^,  Jimr  22. 
Eaelt  Dblitekt  or  Lbttebs.]  Gene- 
ral Thornton  mored,  "  That  there  be  laid 
before  this  House,  from  the  General  Post- 
oAce,  a  return  ef  the  number  of  persons 
payinff  for  an  early  delivery  of  letters, 
with  the  tmount  paid  within  the  year,  and 
the  disposal  thereof,  made  op  to  tbe  latest 
Convenient  period;  with  u  statement  of 
the  length  of  time  the  common  deliTery  is 
usually  retarded  or  accelerated  by  such 

Cactice,  and  the  usual  diftrence  of  time 
tween  the  two  deliveries,  with  the  date 
of  tbe  commencement  of  indiriduals  pay- 
ing for  such  early  delivery,  and  under 
what  authority  it  has  been  carried  into 
effect;  together  with  such  information 
With  regard  to  tbe  Supefannoated,  ot  any 
Other  charitable  fund,  as  may  t>e  connect- 
ed with  the  said  Return/' 
'    The  motion  was  immediately  negatived* 

Assizi  or  Brbad.]  Mr.  PrmtkUmd 
htuni  rose  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  present  state 
of  the  laws  connected  with  the  assize  of 
bread,  and  said  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
conclude  by  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in 
li  Bin  to  repeal  those  laws,  so  far  us  they 
•fleeted  the  assize  of  bread  in  London, 
smd  ten  miles  round.  It  wa^  the  opinion 
of  tbe  Committee,  ,who  had  most  atten- 
tively and  most  laboriously  examined  the 
■ubject,  that  tbe  operation  of  tbe  Assize 
laws  tended  rather  to  increase  thtm  dimi- 
nish the  price  of  bread.  That  such  must 
be  their  effect,  indeed,  might  be  proved 
either  by  comparing  the  price  of  bread 
with  the  price  of  wheat,  by  comparing  its 
price  in  those  places  where  the  assize  pre- 
vailed, with  what  it  was  where  no  assize 
existed,  or  considering  what  most  be  the 
consequences  from  the  construction  and 
operation  of  the  law.  The  hon.  member, 
after  showing,  by  a  variety  of  facts,  the 
-tmtb  of  this  effect,  moved,  «<  That  leave 
lie  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  repeal  tbe 
Laws  relatine  to  the  Assize  of  Bread,  in 
the  city  of  London,  and  within  ten  miles 
of  the  Royal  EiEchange.''— Leave  was  ac- 
,   'cordingly  given. 
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PafMCB  Rigbmt's  Mbssagb  pob  adom 

TIONAL  PaOVrSION  FOB  TBB  DUKB  OF  Wct/»! 

LiNCTON.]  Lord  Castlereagh  presented 
the  fsl  lowing  Message  from  bis  royd| 
highness  the  Prince  Cogent : 

"  Geobgb  p.  R. 

"  The  Prince  Regent,  acting  in  tbe  namCi 
and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  having 
taken  into  his  consideration  the  most  im- , 
portant  and  glorious  victory  obtained  by 
field-marshal  the  Duke  of  Wellington 
over  tbe  French  army,  under  tbe  imme* 
diate  command  of  Buonapart6,  on  tbe 
18th  of  this  month,  is  desirous  of  mani- 
festing the  sense  entertained  by  his  Royal 
Highness  and  the  country  of  this  signal 
and  splendid  achievement,  which  has 
added  fresh  renown  to  the  British  arms, 
and  which  cannot  fail  to  be  productive  of 
the  most  essential  advantages  to  Europe. 

"  The  Prince  Regent  therefore  recom* 
mends  to  his  Majesty's  faithful  Commons, 
to  enable  bis  Royal  Highness  to  grant 
such  additional  provision  to  field- marshal 
the  Duke  of  Wellington,  as  shall  afford  a 
further  proof  of  the  opinion  entertained 
by  Parliament  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington's 
tranacendant  services,  and  of  the  gTBtUude 
and  munificence  of  the  British  nation* 

"  Geobgb  P.  it" 

Lord  CoHkreagh  moved  that  hit  Royal 
Highness's  Message  be  taken  into  consi- 
der aiion  in  B  committee  of  supply  to- 
morrow; on  which  day  also  tbe  noble 
lord  said  he  should  have  to  propose  ibo 
Thanks  of  that  House  to  tbe  Duke  of  WeV 
lington,  and  his  brave  officers  and  soldiers. 
[Hear,  bear!] 

CONVINBMBMT    OF    OfFENDEBS     IN    TUB 

Hulks.]  On  the  motion  for  going  into  a 
committee  on  the  Bill  to  amend  the  Lawi 
relative  to  tbe  Transportation  of  OfiTenders, 

Mr.  Holford  rose  and  said  : 

8ir  ;•— The  Report,  which  I  boM  ia 
my  hand,  presented  in  1612,  at  the  close 
of  the  last  Parliament,  and  reprinted  at 
my  suggestion  last  year,  for  tbe  use  of  tbe 
members  of  this  House,  was  framed  bj  t 
committee  which  bestowed  a  good  deal  sf 
Bttention  on  an  inquiry  into  the  Hoik  Esta- 
blishment, "Bnd  recommended  iDDportaot 
changes  in  the  system  of  maimgemeDt 
then  pursued. 

I  am  not  aware  that  any  matertsi 
alteration-  baa  since  taken  plBco  in  the 
manner  in  which  the  hulks  are  conducted; 
and  although  my  right  hon.  firieod,  tkt 
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Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  (Mr.  Hiley  Addinf^on),  when 
he  iotrodaced  the  present  Bill  into  the 
House,  spoke  of  this  Report  in  terms  of 
approbation^  his  Bill  is  not  calculated,  in 
its  present  shape,  to  carry  into  effect  the 
arrangements  which  the  committee  of 
1812  have  suggested  for  the  better  ma- 
nagement of  the  convicts. 

That  committee  recommended  soch  a 
mode  of  fitting  op  the  vessels  osed  for 
balks  as  should  allow  of  the  separation  of 
the  persons  confined  into  many  divisionsi 
or  classes,  and  as  should  place  thetn  within 
the  reach  of  inspection  at  all  times;  it 
recommended  efiective  superintendence, 
by  a  person  to  reside  at  each  port  or 
place,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  which 
iiulks  fthopld  be  stationed ;  it  recommended 
that  an  account  should  be  kept  of  the 
earnings  of  the  convicts,  and  .  that  full 
employment  should  b^  found  for  them ; 
and  these  recommendations  form  the  basis 
and  groundwork  of  every  material  im- 
provement suggested  in  the  Report.  In 
the  Bill  now  before  the  House  there  is  no 
provision  to  secure  or  facilitate  the  adop- 
tion of  any  of  these  suggestions  ;  nor  is 
there  to  be  found  in  it,  from  the  beginning 
to  the  end,  any  expression  which  recog* 
nizes  the  expediency  of  adopting  them ; 
the  Bill,  as  it  now  stands,  only  establishes 
by  law  the  system  already  pursued, 
changing  the  names  of  some  of  the  o£Scers 
employed. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  shall  take 
this  opportunity  of  making  some  observa- 
tions on  the  state  and  condition  of  the 
convicts  on  board  the  Hulks,  and  of 
pointing  out,  as  distinctly  as  I  am  able,  to 
the  attention  of  the  House,  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  evils  which  appear  to  me  to 
require  a  remedy. 

On  the  subject  of  imprisonment  on 
board  the  Hulks,  considered  with  reference 
to  the  conduct  of  the  persons  confined  there, 
and  to  the  effects  of  such  confinement 
upon  the  moral  character  of  the  prisoner, 
very  different  opinions  appear  to  be  enter- 
tained. Mr.  Graham,  the  late  inspector, 
who,  from  his  respectability,  and  means  of 
information,  would  speak  upon  this  subject 
with  a  degree  of  weight  and  authority  that 
could  hardly  be  resisted,  if  we  did  not 
know  how  prone  men  are  to  look  with 
partial  eyes  upon  the  effects  of  systems 
and  establishments  which  have  been  long 
under  their  own  direction,  thinks^  that  the 
convicu  behave  well  on  board  the  Hulks, 
and  that  their  morals  are  improved  there  : 
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and,  if  this  opinion  has  nqt  been  adopted 
to  its  full  extent  in  the  Secretary  of  State's 
office,  it  has,  I  fear,  made  such  an  impress 
sion  there,  as  to  have  created  doubts  in 
that  quarter  of  the  necessity  of  any  mate« 
rial  change  in  the  existing  arrangements  ; 
and  an  hon.  gentleman,  who  usually  sits 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  but  whom 
I  do  not  now  see  in  his  place,  who  does 
not  often  err»  by  attributing  too  mucfai 
merit  to  any  department  of  his  Majesty's 
government,  has  taken  an  opportunity, 
upon  a  recent  occasion,  to  sive  the  sup- 
port of  his  unqualified  approbation  to  the 
manner'in  which  the  Hulks  have  beea 
managed  of  late  years.  .  The  public 
believe  that  these  vessels  are  scenes  of 
disorder,  and  schools  of  vice,  where  ^very 
spark  of  goodness  that  may  yet  remain  id 
the  breast  of  the  offender,  must  be  extin- 
guished, and  many  a  prisoner  has  beea 
matured  in  vicious  knowledge,  and  trained 
op  to  deeds  of  greater  ootrase,  than  those 
which  originally  brought  him  under  the 
censure  of  the  law.  In  conformity  to  this 
opinion  the  committee  of  1812,  in  speaking 
of  the  general  effects  of  the  existing 
arrangements,  have  stated  in  their  Report 
(a  report,  be  it  remembered,  not  founded 
upon  the  testimony  of  persons  complaining 
ot  wrongs,  and  seeking  to  excite  sympathy^ 
by  exaggerated  representations  of  their 
own  sufferings,  but  resting  upon  the  evi- 
dence of  the  officers  belonging  to  the 
Hulk  Establishment)  that  "  they  cannot 
but  consider  the  situation  of  the  convicts 
imprisoned  on  board  the  Hulks,  upon  their 
present  plan,  as  one  from  which  these 
persons  must  be  expected  to  r'^turn  into 
society  with  more  depraved  habits  and 
dispositions  than  those  with  which  they' 
went  into  confinement.'' 

The  committee,  however,  did  not  re-' 
commend  that  (his  establishment  should 
be  discontinued;  on  the  contrary,  they 
were  of  opinion  that  the  existing  evils 
might  be  lessened,  if  not  entirely  removed, 
by  alterations,  the  outline  and  principles 
of  which  are  suggested  in  the  Report. 
They  were  sensible  that  these  Floating 
Prisons  possess  two  very  great  advantages 
over  every  other  place  of  confinement: 
'First,  that  of  being,  beyond  all  comparison 
cheaper  than  any  building  which  can  be' 
erected,  for  the  same  purpose,  on  shore ; 
and,  secondly,  that  of  being  moveable' 
from  place  to  place.  A  vessel,  which' 
would  not  be  worth  more  than  3,000f.  or 
4,0()0/.  to  break  up,  may  be  converted 
into  a  suitable  abode  for  some  hundreds  of 

(3P) 


947]    HOUSE  OP  COUMON&        CMtfUemMiftftMcniBAeatJia.         [9U 


prifonen  for  SflOOl,  or  HfiOOL  more^ 
malciog,  in  the  whole,  SfiOOL  or  lO^OOOf. 
while  a  place  of  confiiieoieDt  could  not  be 
^rof  ided  for  the  lame  namber  oh  land« 
under  many  times  that  som.  The  capa- 
bility of  being  transferred,  as  occasion 
nay  require,  to  any  port  or  place,  acces- 
sible by  water,  is  a  con? ebience,  of  which 
It  is  hardly  possible  to  calculate  the  value, 
with  reference  to  the  employment  of  the 
convitts,  there  being  always  a  demand  for 
that  description  of  labour  in  which  these 
persons  can  most  nsefollv  be  employed 
in  the  neigbboorhood  or  the  navigable 
rivers  and  harbours  of  this  country ;  par- 
ticularly in  the  great  public  works  carried 
on  in  the  Naval  ana  Ordnance  Depart- 
ments. 

Bat  in  Hulks,  as  in  any  other  places  of 
confinement,  great  evils  may  prevail  from 
defective  arrangements,  or  under  an  im- 
perfect system  of  management;  and  I 
think  I  shall  be  able  to  satisfy  the  House, 
that,  owing  to  these  causes,  and  these 
causes  only9  great  evils  have  prevailed  in 
these  prisons,  from  the  passing  of  the 
24tb  Geo.  5,  (the  Act  under  which  the 
Hulk  Establishment  is  still  regulated)  up 
to  the  present  time. 

By  thi/i  statute  the  management  of  the 
convicts  is  placed  in  Overseers  appointed 
by  the  Crown,  who  ara  to  feed,  clothe, 
ami  employ  the  prisoners  in  such  manner 
as  his  Majesty  shall  direct.    There  is  no 
mention  of  any  salary  in  this  Act ;  the 
overseers  first  appointed  having  contracted 
fpr  the  safe  custody  of  the  convicts,  as 
well  as  for  their  food  and  clothing,  found 
the  vessels  in  which  they  were  confined, 
and  all  the  officers  and  servants  connected 
with  the  establishment,  deriving  the  whole 
emolument  of  their  office,  as  overseers, 
from  tbe  profits  of  their  contract,  taken  at 
80  much  a  head  for  each  individual  com- 
mitted to  their  charge.    The  consequences 
of  this  arrangement,  formed  in  opposition 
to  the  most  obvious  principles  and  maxims 
of  prison  management,  were  such  as  ought 
to  nave  been  foreseen ;   the  convicu  were 
ill  treated,  and  a  great  mortality  having 
taken  place  on  board  the  Hulks  at  Poru- 
mouth,  in  the  beginning  of    1802,  the 
complaints  upon  that  head  became  so  loud 
as  to  force  themselves  upon  the  attention 
of  Government,  and   a  commission  was 
sent  down  to  Portsmouth,  to  inquire  into 
the  condition  of  the  convicts  at  that  place, 
by  lord  Pelham,   then  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department,    Many  abuses 
were  pointed  out,  and  a  strong  observation 


was  made  on  the  obvidoa  improprfetv  el 
allowing  tbe  contractors  to  mainge  the'pn 
soners  by  servants  of  their  own,  in  »  repd 
made  by  tbe  two  gentlemen  to  whom  tli 
tnqniry  was  committed,  vis.  tbe  Imte  ■ 
Henry  Mildmay,and  Mr.  19eild,  mbo  stnot 
dead.  I  cannot  mention  the  name  d 
Mr.  Keild,  in  this  House,  without  remark* 
ing  how  much  the  pnbKc  is  indebted  is 
that  gentleman  for  many  yemrs  apent  ia 
e^tamining  and  inspecting  tbe  state  of  the 
different  gaols  and  places  of  confinemcai 
in  this  country,  in  the  course  of  whid 
investigation  he  corrected,  by  Iria  aagges- 
tiod  and  advice,  many  evils  and  abufo^ 
and  brought  together  much  osefbl  infona- 
ation,  which  he  has  left  behind  bim,  to 
prepare  the  way  for  further  improvement 
m  the  laborious  and  valuable  pnbllcation 
that  bears  his  name. 

A  short  time  after  this  Report  was  givea 
in,  viz.  in  March  1802,  Mr.  Graham  was 
made  Inspector  of   the  Hulks,  under  a 
clause  in  the  42nd  of  the  King,  anthorizing 
such  an  appointment.     It  is  a  mistake 
to  suppose  that  this  statute  transferred  the 
management  of  the   convicts  lironi    rhe 
contractors  to  this  new  officer  ;  it  m^de 
no  change  whatever  in  the  government  of 
the  Halks,  it  only  enabled  the  Crown  to 
name  an  Insnector,  who  was  peraonalty  to 
visit  each  place  of  confinement,  to  which 
his  inspection  extended,  at  least  once  in 
every  quarter,  to  examine  into  the  beha- 
viour and   conduct  of  the  officen^    the 
treatment  and  condition  of  the  prisoners^ 
the  amount  of  the  several  earnings  in  every 
such  place  of  confinement,   and  of  tbe 
^xp^nses  attending  it.      On  these  parti- 
culars  he  was  to  report  to  both  Rooses  of 
Plsrliament,  at  the  commencement  of  every 
session,  arid  in  matters  of  pressing  neces- 
sity, he  might   report   specially    to  the 
Court  of  King's -bench.    These  were  sll 
the  duties  imposed  or  authorized  by  this 
Act ;  and  tbe  Inspector  was  to  receive,  for 
the  performance  of  them,  a  salary  oot 
exceeding  $501.  per  annum  for  himself,  a 
clerk,  his  travelling   expenses,    and  all 
other  charges  incurred  in  the  execution  sf 
his  office. 

In  the  instrument  by  which  Mr.  Gn- 
ham  was  appointed  inspector,  under  this 
Act,  he  was  directed  to  send  copies  of 
all  'his  reporU  to  the  Secretary  of  Sute's 
office ;  and  from  this  practice  bos  arisen 
the  connexion  of  that  office  with  the  in- 
spector, and  the  present  system  of  manage- 
ment, 

Mr,  Graham  concarred  in  opinion  witk 
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the  gentkinan  to  whopn  I  have  alluded,  in 
respect  to  the  inexpediency  of  permitting 
the  Contractors  to  find  the  officers  ana 
servants  employed  on  board  the  Hulks  j 
^nd  having  farther  reconfimended  that  the 
Government  should  take  upon  iuelf  the 
care  of  providing  the  ships  required  for 
the  confinement  of  the  convicts,  and 
should  limit  the  agreement  with  the  Con- 
tractors to  the  supply  of  their  food^  cloth- 
ing, and  other  articles  wanted  for  their 
vse^  he  was  employed  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  superintend  the  fitting-up  of  pro- 
per vessel^  to  recommend  officers  and 
servants,  to  draw  up  rules  and  regulations 
for  their  conduct,  and  for  the  treatment  of 
the  prisoners ;  to  keep  and  audit  all  the 
accounts  of  the  establishment,  and  to  exer- 
cise, in  the  fullest  manner,  all  the  powers 
of  superintendance  and  management; 
and  all  this  Mr.  Graham  continued  to  do, 
from  the  time  when  his  recommendations 
were  adopted,  until  the  Report  of  the 
Commitee  of  1812  was  laid  upon  the  table 
of  this  House,  without  receiving  any 
regular  appointment  for  this  purpose,  or 
anjr  other  emolument  than  the  small  salary 
which  had  been  assigned  to  him,  under 
the  42d  of  the  King,  in  1 802,  for  the  com- 
paratively trifling  duties  required  from  the 
inspector,  under  that  statute.  I  under- 
stand that,  afler  that  Report  was  printed, 
a  regular  appointment  was  made  out  to 
Mr.  Graham,  as  overseer,  under  the  24th 
Geo.  3,  in  lieu  pf  that  which  he  had  held 
as  inspector,  and  I  presume  a  proper 
salary  was  then  granted  to  him  in  his  new 
character^  He  has  now  ceased  to  have 
any  connexion  with  the  Hulk  establish* 
ment,  having  very  lately  resigned  the 
situation  of  overseer. 

I  readily  admit  that  many  very  useful 
rules  were  made,  for  the  regulation  of  the 
Hulks,  by  Mr.  Graham;  and  that  the 
system  of  n^magement,  which  grew  up 
while  thev  wer^  under  his  superinten* 
dence,  is  far  preferable  to  that  which  pre- 
ceded it. 

In  respect  to  the  health  of  the  convicts, 
to  their  supply  of  food  and  clothing,  to 
their  protection  from  acts  of  cruelty  or 
oppression  on  the  part  of  those  set  over 
themj  the  arrangements  now  existing 
are,  as  Csr  as  I  know,  satisfactory.  In  two 
points  only,  but  they  are  points  of  primary 
important,  is  the  system  still  open  to 
censure  ;  in  what  regards  the  moral  con- 
dition of  the  prisoneri  and  in  the  arrange- 
pients  connected  with  his  employment. 

In  every  Hulk^  with  the  exception  of 


the  Edgar,  of  which  I  shall  have  occasion 
to  speak  separiitely,  the  prisoners  oq 
board  the  vessel  are  all  necessarily  dis* 
tributed  into  three,  or  at  piost  four,  decks, 
or  divisions  of  the  ship,  after  the  hatches 
are  closed ;  from  this  time,  till  the  con- 
victs are  let  out  in  the  morning,  (a  period 
which  comprehends  in  the  winter  seascnl 
in  the  dark  days,  near  sixteen  hours  out  of. 
the  twenty -four)  there  is  not  among  then^ 
any  officer  or  servant  belonging  to  the 
establishment:  and  as  the  decks  of  the 
ship  are  of  very  unequal  sizes,  more  thati 
two  hundred  criminals,  of  different  age^ 
and  descriptions,  are  often  thus  locked  in 
together,  during  this  long  period,  to  foU 
low  their  own  inventions^  without  inspec* 
tion  or  control. 

I  must  be  allowed  to  express  my  asto- 
nishment that  any  per^n  who  has  ever 
bestowed  his  attention  for  a  moment  on 
this  subject,  can  have  hesitated  to  repro« 
bate  such  an  arrangement;  the  secrets 
indeed  of  the  prison-house  none  can  teft 
but  ihose  who  inhabit  it,  and  they  are, 
unfortunately,  of  a  description  whicli 
renders  their  testimony  of  little  value,  I 
admit  also,  that  they  have  frequently 
a  strong  inducement  to  give  exaggerated 
accounts  of  what  passes  among  them,  f^ 
the  purpose  of  creating  an  interest  in  thei^ 
favour,  and  of  stimulating  their  friends 
and  relations  to  endeavour  to  procor^ 
their  removal,  bv  ^  pardon,  from  th^ 
scenes  of  vice  andf  profligacy  which  they 
describe;  but,  (to  omit  all  reference  tf 
practices  which  rumour  imputes  to  the 
convicts,  and  the  s^iisjtence  of  which,  those 
who  are  the  most  disposed  to  4^oobt  or 
disbelieve  the  charge,  can  never  hope, 
while  the  Hijlks  continue  in  their  present 
state,  to  disprove)  can  any  testimony  be 
wanted  to  convince  qs  of  the  prevalencei 
under  the  circumstances  which  I  have 
stated,  of  swearing,  gambling,  and  every 
kind  of  vicious  conversation,  or  of  the 
exercise  of  much  oppressiqn  and  tyranny 
by  those  w(io  are  most  daring  and  pro^ 
ffigslte,  ov^r  the  rest  ?  * 

It  appeared  by  the  evidence  of  the  cap* 
tains  of  the  Hulks,  who  were  all  exsmineil 
by  the  Comihittee,  that  the  convicts  dil 
not  dare  to  complain  of  ill-treatment  frotn 
each  other;  the  captains  acknotrledgev 
that  they  themselves  could  not  venture  to 
disclose  the  names  of  individuals  from 
whom  th^y  received  information  of  what 
passed  amoiiff  tbenr;  and  so  strongly  was 
the  danger  of  (K^dosure  felt  in  one  of  the 
Holksi  that  it  seemed  to'  be  the  practice 
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on  board  that  Hulk  to  inflict  pooitbineDt 
for  oflences  commtttcd  below»  without 
bringing  forward  the  informer  in  rapport 
of  tbe  charge*  It  was  alio  evident  that  in 
fome  of  Uie  ships  neither  officers  nor 
guards  (not  e?en  the  captain  himself) 
could  have  gone  down  with  safety  among 
the  con? icts  after  the  hatches  were  closed. 

The  captain  of  the  Portland,  at  Langs- 
l^n  Harbour,  stated,  that  the  practice  of 
coining,  tiz.  of  beating  out  half-crowns 
into  sixpences,  bad  gone  on  for  many 
years  on  board  his  yessel,  and  that  he  had 
himself  taken  thirty-nine  of  these  sixpences 
from  one  of  tbe  convicts,  at  one  time : 
they  now  coin  copper  at  Sheemess,  and  it 
Is  some  aggravation  of  tbe  offence  that 
the  metal  of  which  the  false  money  is 
inade  is  stolen  from  the  King's  stores.  I 
am  also  informed,  that  in  some  of  tbe 
Hulks,  there  is  a  manufactory  of  what  are 
called  skeleion-keys,  made  for  the  purpose 
of  opening  locks :  and  one  of  the  chap- 
lains stated  to  tbe  Committee,  in  1812« 
from  his  own  koo«;ledge,  that,  in  tbe  Hulk 
lo  which  be  belonged,  indecent  toys  were 
manufactured  from  bones  for  sale. 

Tbe  Committee  examined  tbe  three 
chaplains  at  that  time  attached  to  the 
Hulks^  on  tbe  moral  conduct  of  the  con- 
Ticts.  The  chaplain  of  the  Zealand,  then 
stationed  at  Sheerness,  gave  a  very  un- 
favourable account  of  the  prisoners  on 
board  that  vessel.  Tbe  chaplain  of  the 
•hip  at  Woolwich  disclaimed  all  know* 
)edge  of  individual  convicts,  or  of  their 
general  conduct:  it  appeared  that  tbe 
prisoners  in  that  Hulk  behaved  in  a  quiet 
and  orderly  manner  during  the  perform- 
ance of  divine  service;  but  this  tbe  chap- 
lain very  properly  attributes,  in  one  of  his 
JUports,  to  the  vigilance  of  tbe  officers  i 
aince  be  performed  tbe  service  under  cir^ 
^uinstances  which  did  not  admit  of  bis 
being  either  seen  or  be^rd  bv  the  greater 
part  of  his  congregation*  i  should  state 
lUat.  ibis  sliip,  (which  bad  not  been  fitted 
np  by  Mr.  Graham,  but  bad  been  con* 
tinued  frooi  tbe  time  of  tbe  Contractors, 
)iaving  beeii  purchased  from  them)  is  not 
Hovv  used,  as  a  Hulk,  having  been  con^ 
demned  as  quite  worn,  out  aoon  after  the 
^port  of  1412  was  pre3ented. 
..  The  cbapUin  who  bad  the  charge  of 
|be  Hulks  at  Portfmoutb  and  Langston 
|Iar(>Ofur,  spoke  of  the  convicts  under  bis 
i:are  in  terms  which, .  if  the  Commiuee 
cootd  have  given  implicit  credit  tQ  his 
feprescntation,  vould  have  been  very 
fatisfactory ;   but  it  was  quite  clear  to  all 


the  members  of  the  Committee  who  beard 
his  examination,  (and  will  be  so  to  every 
one  who  will  read  their  report)  that  the 
opinions  of  this  gentleman  were  given  ia 
conformity  to  his  wishes,  instead  of  being 
founded  on  any  knowledge  which  he  pos- 
sessed of  the  general  conduct  or  disposi- 
tion of  the  convicts ;  and  that,  in  lact,  be 
conld  know  little  more  of  these  men  than 
what  he  saw  when  they  attended  divine 
service*  I  believe  that  this  gentlemaa 
preached  impressive  discourses,  and  I  am 
willing  to  give  credit  to  what  is  related  in 
one  of  the  papers  attached  to  the  Report 
on  tbe  table,  that  half  bis  congregadoa 
have  been  seen  in  tears  at  one  time«  at  bis 
sermon ;  but  I  desire  tbe  House  to  consider 
how  long,  if  this  were  the  case,  these 
good  impressions  were  likely  to  have 
lasted,  in  the  present  state  of  the  Hulks, 
and  what  must  have  been  the  situation 
and  suflerings  of  the  men  who  were  thus 
seen  weeping  with  contrition  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  they  found  themselves  shot 
down,  without  protecUon,  at  night  among 
their  profligate  companions,  ^re  we  yet 
to  learn,  that  it  is  sport  to  men,  hardened 
in  a  long  course  of  iniquity,  to  turn  the 
signs  of  repentance  and  remorse  into 
ridicule,  and  to  disturb  the  good  resolu- 
tions, and  wound  tbe  feelings  of  those  of 
their  comrades,  round  whose  hearts  tbe 
callus  of  vice  is  not  yet  completely 
formed  ? 

The  Committee  of  1812,  feeling  sfrong/y 
the  evils  to  which  I  have  endeavoored  to 
draw  the  attention  of  tbe  House,  consolted 
tbe  Commissioners  of  tbe  Navy  on  the 
practicability  of  fitting  up  a  Hulk  in  such 
a  manner  as  would  allow  of  tbe  separa- 
tion of  the  convicts  into  many  companies, 
or  classesi  and  of  their  being  inspected  at 
all  times*  In  consequence  of  tb^  commo- 
nications  which  took  place  between  the 
Committee  and  the  Navy  Board  on  that 
occasion,  the  Navy  Board  furnished  tbe 
design  of  a  vessel,  fitted  up  for  the  recep- 
tion of  prisoners,  which  is  annexed  to  the 
Report  upon  the  table ;  and  soon  after 
the  Keport  bad  been  printed,  the  Hulk 
stationed  at  Woolwich  having  been  con- 
demned as  unfit  for  further  service,  a  new 
one  was  fitted  up  in  conformity  to  that 
design,  and  placed  at  Sheerness,  the  Hulk 
then  in  use  at  that  place  being  transferred 
to  Woolwich.  This  Hulk,  the  £dgar,  has 
now  been  occupied  by  the  convicts  for 
more  than  a  year;  I  saw  the  vessel  at 
Chatham  while  it  was  fitting  up  9  and  I 
have  lately  (about  %  month  ago)  visited  it 
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at  Sheerhess,  that  I  might  learn  bow  far 
it  bad  answered  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  int^ended*  It  contains  forty-two  apart- 
ments, or  cells,  for  convicts,  eighteen  on 
the  lower  deck,  and  twelve  only  in  each 
of  the  middle  and  upper  decksi  (the  space 
required  for  the  chapel  being  taken  out 
of  thoae  decks)  and  it  has  a  passage  along 
each  deck  running  between  the  two  rows 
of  cells,  and  divided  from  the  cells  by 
iron  railings.  There  are  now  from  four 
bundred  and  thirty  to  four  hundred  and 
forty  convicts  on  board  this,  ship;  it 
would  still  be  a  cheap  prison,  if  only  half 
that  number  were  contained  in  it.  in  my 
late  visit  to  Sheerness  I  examined  every 
part  of  the  vessel,  while  the  convicts  were 
out  of  their  cells ;  and  I  afterwards  went 
with  the  officers,  some  hours  after  the 
batches  had  been  shut,  (between  eleven 
and  twelve  o^clock  at  night)  through  the 
several  passages,  and  into  some  of  the 
cells,  where  the  convicts  had  not  yet  re- 
tired to  rest;  I  found  notfiing  oftonsive, 
no  closeness  or  want  of  air;  and,afthoogh 
I  will  not  presume  to  say,  that  further  im- 
provements may  not  be  suggested  in  fit- 
ting up  the  other  Hulks,  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  assert  (and  in  tbis^I  believe  I  shall  be 
supported  by  all  who  have  seen  the  ship) 
that  the  Edgar,  as  now  constructed,  is 
liable  to  no  objection,  as  far  as  relates  to 
the  health  or  reasonable  convenience  of 
the  convicts* 

If  r  am  asked  what  advantage  has  re- 
aulted  from  this  new  method  of  fitting  up 
a  Hulk,  I  am  compelled  to  answer,  that 
▼ery  little  benefit  has  been  yet  derived 
from  it,  owing  to  great  mismanagement : 
on  the  third  niebt  af^er  the  convicts  were 
placed  on  board,  those  on  the  Jower  dedc 
tore  down  the  bars  which  divided  their 
cells  from  the  inspection  passage;  and« 
forcing  their  way  through  hatches  not 
properly  secured  into  the  upper  decks, 
induced  the  convicts  confined  there  to  join 
them,  and  put  an  end  for  a  time  to  all 
separation :  there  were,  when  this  hap- 
pene4»  no  guards  in .  the  inspection  pas- 
sage; nor  does  it  appear,  that  any  attempt 
was  m^de  to  c6ntrol  this  violeiice  at  the 
time«  or  to  punish  or  discover  the  rins- 
leaders  afterwards;  on  the  contrary,  the 
men  were  told,  that  they  had  now  done 
enough,  and  might  as  well  be  quiet ;  and 
from  that  time  to  this,  tbougn  the  iron 
bars  have  been  replaced,  the  cells  are  left 
open,  unless  the  prisoners  themselves 
choose  to  fasten  them,  which,  when  they 
liave  visited  their  companiona  as  long  as 


they  think  fit,  and  are  disposed  to  retire 
to  rest,  they  generally  do.  When  I  went 
down,  I  found  most  of  the  cell  doors 
fastened  by  the  convicts,  with  chains  and 
padlocks  of  their  own.  The  House  wilt 
not  be  surprised,  that  the  convicts  should 
have  endeavoured,  in  this  manner,  to  get 
rid  of  the  practice  of  confining  them  to 
their  cells,  or  that  the  attempt  should  have 
succeeded,  when  I  mention  a  fact,  con- 
nected with  the  state  of  discipline  on 
board  the  ship.  Up  to  the  time  when  I 
visited  Sheerness,  beer  was  sold  in  the 
Hulk,  by  night,  as  well  as  by  day,  to  the 
convicts,  with  the  connivance,  I  was  going 
to  say,  but  in  truth,  with  the  sanction,  and 
by  the  authority,  of  the  captain ;  and,  if 
1  am  not'  greatly  misinformed,  for  his 
profit.  I  also  believe,  that  the  means 
which  the  convicts  po^ess  of  purchasing 
this  beer,  have  been  in  general  derived 
from  the  plunder  of  the  dock-yard.  The 
captain  of  the  Hulk  endeavoured,  when  X 
was  at  Sheerness,  to  persuade  me,  that  the 
convicts  did  not  steal  more  than  to  the 
amount  of  30/.  or  M>L  from  the  dock*yard 
in  the  course  of  a  year ;  but  I  have  to 
state,  in  oppo§ition  to  this  assertion,  that, 
in  a  seafch  made  by  the  police,  on  board 
the  Edgar,  in  February  last,  stolen  articles^ 
were  actually  found  in  the  convicts'  boxes 
to  the  value  of  more  than  30/..  the  parti- 
culars of  which  are  enumerated  in  a  list^' 
which  I  bold  in  my  hand,  and  which  was 
enclosed  in  a  letter  of  complaint  from  the 
Commissioner  at  Sheerness  to  the  Navy 
Board.  It  must  be  recollected,  that  the 
purpose  for  which  these  men  steal,  is  not 
to  lay  up  hoards,  as  a  provision  for  their 
future  support,  but  to  procure  the  means 
of  gratifying  their  present  appetite  for 
liquor ;  and  if  plunder  to  the  amount  of 
SO/,  has  been  discovered  in  their  posses- 
sion at  one  time,  it  may  be  fairly  pre- 
sumed, that  the  annual  loss  by  their  de- 
predations should  be  estimated  at  a  mocfa( 
larger  sum« 

My  right  bon.  friend,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  (Mr.  Bragg^e 
Bathurst),  who  takes  the  charge  of  this 
Bill,  in  consequence  of  the  illness  of  my 
hon.  friend  who  brought  it  in,  will  pro- 
bably tell  the  House,  that  the  captain  of 
the  Hoik  alladed  to  has  been  dismissed^ 
since  I  was  at  Sheerness;  and  that  matters 
will  now  go  on  better  than  heretofore.  I 
know,  that  captain  Darling  has  been  dis- 
missed, and  I  do  not  mean  to  deny,  that 
this  would  have  been  the  case,  if  I  had 
not  visited  Sheerness  ^  for  it  happened  that 
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the  Dew  lotpector,  Mr.  C»pp«r,  lurrifed  m 
that  place,  while  I  was  there ;  and  on  mv 
mentioniDg  to  bim  the  information, wbicD 
I  had  received^  concerning  thp  occur* 
rencef  which  I  haye  stated,  and  pointing 
cut  the  parties  who  could  prove  the  facts, 
I  found  that  he  had  a  clue  to  the  same 
discovery;  but  why  are  we  to  believe 
that  matters  will  go  on  satisfactorily  lo 
future  under  the  same  system  of  manage- 
ment ?  I  should  here  remark,  that  these 
disorders  have  not  arisen  during  an  inter* 
regnum  between  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Graham  and  the  appointment  of  bis  suc- 
cessor; th^  disturbances  by  w*hich  the 
convicts  obtained  the  liberty  of  keeping 
their  cells  open  or  shut  at  their  pleasure^ 
took  place  above  a  year  ago ;  the  account 
Qf  the  stolen  property  found  in  their  pos- 
session was  transmitted  to  the  Navy  Board 
in  the  beginning  of  February,  long  before 
Mn  Graham  resigned ;  and  the  beer  was 
i^nt  into  the  Hulks,  according  to  my  in- 
formation^  upon  the  day  on  which  he 
quitted  Sbeerness.  I  do  not  quarrel  with 
tne  compliments  paid  to  Mr.  Graham  on 
both  sides  of  the  House ;  he  is  a  gentle* 
xnan  of  known  integrity,  and  great  intel- 
ligence and  ability ;  he  has  framed  many 
good  regulations  for  the  Hulks;  and  1 
really  believe,  that  he  has  done  more,  in 
his  occasional  visits,  towards  keeping  many 
parts  of  that  establishment  in  good  order, 
than  most  men  could  have  effected  under 
similar  circumstances.  I  do  not  complain 
that  Mr.  Graham  has  not  been  able  to  see 
or  hear  from  his  residence  in  London  what 
was  going  on  at  Sheerness,  at  Woolwich, 
imd  at  PorUmouth ;  but  I  lament  that,  with 
no  sufficient  means  of  information  on  this 
subject,  he  has  been  nevertheless  consi- 
dered as  exercising  an  effective  superin- 
tendence over  the  Hulk  establishment. 
It  must  be  obvious,  as  the  case  now  stands, 
that  in  proportion  as  the  merits  of  the  in- 
dividual are  acknowledged,  the  efficiency 
of  the  system  to  preserve  the  establish- 
mejit  in  a  proper  state,  must  be  given  up; 
^d  I  contepd  that  I  am  fully  jnsti6e^ 
by  the  circumstances  and  occurrences 
Wnich  I  have  stated,  in  pressing  upon  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  necessity  of  having 
^a  assistant,  or  deputy  superintendent, 
at  each  place  where  Hulks  shall  be  sta- 
tioned. 

There  are,  howeverf  other  duties  con- 
nected with  the  management  of  the  con- 
Ticts  sent  to  the  Hulks,  besides  that  of 
inspecting  their  treatment  and  condition 
onboard  the  sbip^  which  nigh^i  aalin- 
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cofifeniently,  be  performed  by  an  officer 

of  the  description  proposed;  and  of  which 
the  due  performance  {though  they  are  not 
now  executed  at  all)  will«  1  think,  appear 
to  this  House  to  be  of  considerable  iq^ 
portance;  I  allude  particalarly  to  the  pro- 
priety of  keeping  accounts  of  the  convicu' 
earnings. 

When  the  42d  of  (be  King  was  passed, 
authorizing  the  appointment  of  an   In- 
spector, who  was  to  report  to  Parliament 
(among  other  particulars}  the  feveral  earn- 
ings and  expenses  of  the  places  of  con- 
finement, to  which  that  statute  related,  it 
must,  I  think|  have  been  in  contemplation, 
that  some  accounts  should  be  kept  in  which 
the  amount  of  those  earnings  might  be 
found  ;  and  many  gentlemen  will  proba- 
bly be  surprised  to  learn,  that,  under  the 
system  now  pursued,  there  is  no  account 
kept  of  the  valne  of  the  conricu'  labour, 
nor  any  valuation  taken  of  the  work  exe- 
cuted by  them.    Returns  are  regularly 
made,  from  each  Hulk,  to  the  Inspector, 
of  the  number  of  convicts  sent  on  shore, 
and  of  the  particular  kinds  of  work  in 
which  they  are  employed,  distiogoishing 
the  number  employed  in  each  ;  and  frocu 
these  returns  is  m%de  the  calcnlaiion  in 
the  Report,  which  says,  that,  if  the  daily 
labour  of  a  convict  artificer  is  valned  at 
li.  6J.,  and  that  of  a  labourer  at  it.,  the 
collective  earnings  of  the  men  einployed 
from  all  the  Hulks,  since  the  last  Report, 
amount  to  the  sum  there  stated.    This  h 
not  an  account,  but  an  estimate;  %ad  it  is 
an  estimate  founded  on  very  lerroneous 
principles.    It  does  not  enable  us  to  ascer- 
tain, whether  the  profits  of  the  convku' 
labour  have  been  duly  brought  to  account, 
on  behalf  of  the  State,  in  siny  public  de- 
partpaent ;  nor  does  it  furnish  ns  with  tbs 
means  of  instituting  any  comparison  con- 
terniiig  the  diligence  exerted  in  keeping 
employed  a  greater  or  less  proportion  of 
the  convicts  belonging  to  different  Hulksi 
or  of  forming  any  judgment  in  respect  to 
the  degree  in  which  the  services  of  these 
persons  are  valuable,  at  the  several  places 
where  the  vessels  are  stationed.     It  ap- 
peared, from  answers  returned   to  ques- 
tions sent  by  the  Committee  of  I8I2  to 
the  different  dock-yards  and  places  where 
the  convicts  had  usually  beei^  employed, 
that  the  labqur  of  a  ponvict,  compared 
with  that  of  a  labour.er  working  for  hire, 
ia    considered   of  much  more  Taloe   at 
some  plages  than    it  is  .  at   others ;    at 
Woolwich  it  is  estimated  to  be  "nearly 
e^Uitl  (0  that  of  a  paid  labourer  i  at  Sheer- 
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tiedt,  th6  Work  of  a  ooDTict  is  deemed 
equal  to  aboaC  two-thirds  of  thtt  of  ft 
person  Iftboariitg  for  pay ;  in  PortswoocH 
dock-yard  to  one-third  ;  and  in  the  Ord- 
nance department  at  Portsmouth  to  only 
one-foortn.  If  there  be  any  approach  to 
tmth  in  these  statements,  the  ealcnlatton 
in  the  Report  annnaHy  presented  to  this 
House,  which  puts  an  abstract  vahie  on 
the  services  of  theconrict,  without  consr- 
derinfg  where  he  is  emploved,  is  obvioosly 
incorrect :  it  is  impossible  not  to  suspect, 
that  where  the  labour  of  the  convict  is 
least  valued,  the  arrangements  made  for 
employing  him  are  very  defective;  but  it 
is  Impossible  to  draw  correct  conclusions 
without  actual  accounts. 

There  is  another  purpose,  for  which 
actual  accounts  are  wanted,  viz.  that  a 
part  of  the  convicts'  eamingf  may  be  ap* 
propriated  to  their  own  use,  as  an  incentive 
to  industry  and  good  behaviour;  and  that 
a  per-centage  on  the  profits  of  their  faboor 
may  be  assiened  to  some  officer  appointed 
to  see  that  they  have  employment. 

Of  (he  propriety  of  giving  some  encou- 
ragement of  this  kind  to  the  convicts 
(especially  during  the  latter  part  of  their 
imprisonment),  I  think  little  doubt  can  be 
entertained.  At  present  they  have  al- 
lowances of  beer  and  tobacco  at  all  the 
places  where  they  are  employed,  except 
Sheerness,  different  at  the  different  places, 
the  amount.of  these  allowances  being  de- 
termined by  the  departments  in  which 
they  respectively  work,  and  no  officer 
connected  with  the  Hulks  havmg  any 
thing  to  do  with  this  arran^ment.  For 
these  allowances  to  the  convicts,  it  would 
be  proper  to  substitute  a  portion  of  their 
earnings  upon  the  tondition  of  good  be- 
haviour, retaining  a  part  of  what  should 
be  so  allotted  to  them,  until  their  impri- 
sonment should  expire.  It  is  not  parti- 
cularly desirable  to  provide  for  the  im- 
mediate gratification  of  these  men;  it 
should  ratner  be  our  object  to  teach  them 
the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  the 
accumulation  of  small  daily  or  weekly 
gains,  and  to  create  in  them,  if  possible,  a 
nabit  of  dwelling  with  satisfaction  upon 
the  gradual  increase,  from  their  own  in- 
dustry, of  a  fond  for  their  future  use. 

The  allotment  of  a  per-centage  on  the 
value  of  the  convicts'  labour  to  any  of  the 
officers  of  the  Establishment  has  been 
vehemently  objected  to,  on  a  supposition, 
that  the  convicts  would  become  discon- 
tented, if  they  believed  that  any  person 
connected  wiin  th^  maaagemeat  of  them 


shared  Cbeir  earhtngs  n^th  the  public.  If 
I  thought  it  likely  to  produce  any  such 
eflhct,  i  should  say,  that  the  regulationa 
made  fdr  the  treatment  of  persons  in  iheir 
situatidn,  though  fVamed  with  a  view  to 
their  welfare  am  advantage,  wte  not  m* 
tended  for  their  pleasure ;  but  if  discontent 
on  the  part  of  the  convicts  is  apprehended, 
wtid  ought  to  be  mrded  against,  I  beg 
to  auk  whether  there  is  not  now  much 
more  cause  for  feelings  of  dissatisfactiorf 
amonff  these  persons  upon  the  subject  of 
their  rabour,  than  any  which  could  arise 
fWmi  the  measfire  now  proposed.  Do  not 
a  few  tailors  and  shoemakei^,  and  me- 
chanics, now  earn  for  themselves  consi- 
derable  sums  of  money  on  board  the  ship^ 
while  the  labourer  (who  works  hard  on 
shore  in  the  service  of  the  puWic,  and 
returns  to  the  vessel  in  the  evenhig  in« 
capable,  from  fatigue,  of  doinjr  any  work 
on  his  own  account,  even  if  he  shooM 
possess  the  necessary  skill  for  that  pur* 
purpose)  derives  nopecuniary  advantag^^ 
ffotn  hts  hbour  f  There  is  an  instruction 
In  the  regulations  framed  by  Mr.  Graham 
for  the  captains  of  the  Hulks,  that  all  the 
convicts  should  be  sent  on  shore  to  hbour 
in  their  turn ;  but  it  was  admitted,  when 
the  captains  were  examined  in  1812,  that 
this  rule  was  not  observed.  I  do  not  as- 
sert, that  particular  convicts  are  kept  on 
board  the  ship  and  allowed  to  work  for 
themselves,  by  partiaRty,  or' from  the 
influence  of  money ;  but  I  am  continced, 
that  ft  would  be  impossible,  as  the  Hulks 
are  now  conducted,  to  satisfy  the  convicts 
that  this  is  not  the  case. 

It  has  been  sometimes  apprehended, 
that  a  per-centage  on  the  earnings  of  pri- 
soners might  induce  the  persons,  to  whose 
charge  they  were  committed,  to  Over- 
work them,  or  task  their  exertions  too 
severely ;  but  I  do  not  believe,  that  this 
apprehension  will  be  found  justified  by 
experience ;  there  is,  indeed,  a  danger  of 
an  opposite  nature,  against  which  it  may 
be  necessary  to  guard,  in  making  arrange- 
ments on  this  head;  namely,  that  an 
officer  having  too  great  an  interest  in 
the  earnings  of  those  under  his  care, 
might  fail  to  pay  due  attention  (o  moral 
discipline,  upon  occasions  on  which  it 
mrffht  be  likely  to  interfere  with  the  profits 
of  labour,  and  that  in  such  a  case  partiality 
might  be  shown,  or  undue  indulgence 
granted  to  a  good  workman ;  it  would^ 
therefore  be  unadvisable  to  make  the 
whole  emolument  of  a  person  superin- 
tending the  convicts  dependent  upon  the 


Wf\    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

•oioQiit  of  thtir  eamingit  at  be  might 
thereby  be  tempted  to  walk  or  look  ao^ 
other  way*  whco  the  coofict  waa  swear* 
iag  or  gamblingt  or  commitiiog  offences 
tgatost  propriety  and  decorQin,  instead  of 
taking  a  usefal  hand  from  employment, 
in  which  his  labour  would  be  profitable, 
to  pooish  him  by  heavier  irons  or  con- 
finement: the  principle,  however,  of 
giving  some  stiroalus  to  an  officer  con- 
nected  with  the  mansgement  of  prisoners 
to  attend  to  the  employment  of  them,  in 
the  shape  of  a  per-centage  upon  their 
earniugf,  (a  principle  sanctioned,  if  not 
introduced,  by  the  lOlh  of  the  King,  a 
very  high  authority  on  the  subject  of 
prison  management)  has  been  long  acted 
upon  with  the  best  effects  in  most  of  the 
gaols  and  places  of  confinement,  in  this 
country,  in  which  labour  is  turned  to  ac* 
count:  there  is,  moreover,  a  particular 
reason  for  adopting  it  in  respect  to  the 
convicts  belonging  to  the  Hulks  ;  if  actual 
accounts  are  to  be  kept  of  the  earnings  of 
these  men  in  the  different  departments  in 
which  they  may  be  set  to  work,  the  per- 
sons concerned  in  framing  such  accounts 
must  be  the  officers  of  these  departments, 
and  some  officer  acting  on  behalf  of  the 
Hulks;  (he  former  will  have  an  obvious 
inducement  to  put  a  low  value  on  the 
labour  employed,  it  being  for  their  credit, 
that  the  works  done  under  their  direction 
for  Government,  should  appear  to  have 
been  executed  at  the  lowest  possible 
charge  to  the  public ;  it  is,  therefore,  de- 
sirable, that  this  disposition  to  uader- 
Yalue  should  J>e  in  some  degree  corrected 
by  an  opposite  interest  in  the  party  valuing 
on  behalf  of  the  Hulks,  which  msy  operate 
to  keep  up  the  valuation  to  its  just  amount. 
To  this  assistant  superintendent  might 
also  be  committed  the  care  of  seeing,  that 
all  the  convicts  were  employed  on  the 
public  account.  It  is  extraordinary,  that 
it  should  not  hitherto  have  been  the  busi- 
ness of  any/ person  connected  with  the 
Hulk  establishment,  to  find  employment 
for  the  convicts.  The  captain  of  every 
Hulk  is  directed  by  one  of  the  existing 
regulations,  to  send  all  these  men  on 
shore  to  work,  when  the  weather  will 
permit ;  but  it  is  evident,  that  this  direc- 
tion cannot  properly  be  obeyed,  unless 
there  shall  be  the  means  of  employing 
the  whole  number,  when  they  are  landed, 
which  is  not  always  the  case*  In  fact, 
the  captain  sends  on  shore  the  number 
specified  in  a  requisition,  which  he  re- 
ceives daily  from  the  yard  in  which  they. 
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work.  I  coDclade,  that  the  officers  be* 
lonieing  to  the  different  yards  where 
Hulks  are  stationed,  are  instructed  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  services  of  these  naen ; 
bat  it  can  hardly  be  expected,  that  those 
officers  should  bestow  much  of  their  time 
in  looking  out  for  work  for  this  class  of 
labourers,  or  should  consider  the  employ* 
ment  of  ihem  as  a  primary  object  of  their 
attention;  it  must  therefore  frequently 
happen,  that  a  large  proportioa  of  the 
convicts  are  unemployed. 

In  the  year  \%\  1,  (the  latter  of  the  two 
years  to  which  the  inquiries  of  the  Com- 
mittee   of    lttl2,  were    particularly  di- 
rected) the  number  of  convicts  on  board 
the  Hulks  at  Portsmouth,  Sheemess,  and 
Woolwich,  was  1564;    and  the  average 
number  employed  at  those  places  during 
thi|t  year  (on  the  days   on  which   con- 
victs worked)  was  only  831  ;   so  that  7SS 
were  lefk  in  the  Hulks  without  employ- 
ment; a  mnt^h  larger  proportion  oi  the 
whole  number  than  can  be  supposed  to 
have  been  sick,  or  infirm,  or  wanted  for 
ship's  duty,  on  board  the  four  HMa*     It 
should  also  be  observed,  that  every  week- 
day is  not,  with  the  convicts,  a  working- 
day;     for,  as  there   is  no  employment 
found  for   them   under  cover,   they    are 
prevented  from  working  by  bad  weather; 
and  from  some  of  the  Hulks  it   is  not 
thought  safe  to  send  them  on  shore  in 
dark  and  foggy  dsys.     The  fact,  that  the 
most  is  not  made  of  the  labour  of  the  con- 
victs, is  put   beyond   all  doubt  hy  the 
statements  given  in  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  1812,  concerning  the  esti- 
mated value  of  their  services  during  the 
year  1811,  founded  on  returns,  made  to 
that  Committee,  from  the  several  places 
where  Hulks  are  stationed*     According 
to  these  returns,  the  total  value   of  the 
earnings  of  the  convicts  at  Portsmooth,  > 
Sheerness,  and  Woolwich,  in  that  year, 
was  24,447/.,  of  which  sum,  the  earnings 
of  the  convicts  at  Woolwich  alone,  (4b0 
only  in  number)  amounted  to  no  less  thaa 
14,751/.,  leaving  9,6(^6/.  for  the  earnings 
of  the   1564  convicts  belonging  to  the 
four  Hulks  stationed  at  Portsmouth  and 
Sheerness.     Or,  to  consider  this  mattec 
in  another  point  of  view,  if  we  take  froo^ 
the  aggregate  expense  of  the  Hulk  esu« 
tablisbment,  in    1811,  the  value  of 
earnings  of  all  the  convicts  in  that  year, 
(according  to  the  accounts  furnished 
the  Committee)  and  divide  the  remaind 
by  the   whole  number  of   convicts, 
shall  find  the  charge  of  each  man  to 
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i^bool  I6/»;  bet  if  we  lake  the  azpense 
of  the  Hoik  ai  Woolwich*  for  the  same 
year,  aepaKately.  and  dedoci  its  teparale 
earniDgty  the  convicts  at  that  place  will 
have  co9t  only  aboot  2L  a  head.* 
.  h  will  of  coarse  be  asked,  how  it 
happens  that  the  earnings  of  the  convicts 
at  Woolwich .  should  have  amounted  to 
above  5,0001.  more  than  those  of  three 
times  their  number,  employed  at  Ports* 
mouth  end  Sheerness.  This  circumstance 
was  entirely  owing  to  the  attention  paid 
to  the  Woolwich  convicts  by  lieutenant* 
colonel  Pilkington,  the  officer  in  command 
of  the  Ordnance  department  at  that  place, 
who  took  great  pains  to  turn  the  labour  of 
these  men  to  account;  for  this  purpose 
he  gave  them  increased  allowanoes,  and 
provided  additional  guards  and  keepers  to 
look  after  them  while  at  work.  The 
expense  incurred,  by  lieutenaot-coloaei 
Pilkington^  on  these  heads,  during  the 
year  1811,  amounted  to  2,055/.;  but  it 
Vas,  even  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view» 
QiQoey  well  bestowed.  I  should  observe* 
that  the  sum  of  14,751/.,  mentioned  above, 
was  not  the  gross  value  of  the  men's 
earnings^  but  the  net  amount,  after  these 
out. goings  were  deducted. 

I  contend,  that  Woolwich  furnishes  an 
example,  upon  this  occasion,  which  might 
be  foUo^ed  with  advantage,  at  other 
places  where  Hulks  are  stationed.  It 
nay,  perhaps,  be  said*  that  we  shall  not 
easily  find  men  of  equal  tajents  with  those 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Pilkington,  to  super- 
intend the  employment  of  convicts;  and 
that,  if  .we  had  such  persons  to  undertake 
that  doty,  we  could  not  give  them  the 
advantage  of  being  at  the  head  of  ihe 
public  departments,  in  the  yards  wh^re 
the  convicts  are  to  be  employed ;  .a  cir* 
cumsianc^  which  most  have  greatly  faci- 
litated lieutenant-colonel  Pilkington's  ex- 
ertions. But,  allowing  all  due  weight  to 
this  observation*  and  admitting  that,  for 
these  reasons,  it  may  not  be  practicable  to 
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*  The  net  charge  of  the  convicts  for 
181 1*  is  stated  in  the  Report  at  41,881/., 
which,  for  2,044  convicts,  wonld  be. above 
120/.  per. man  ;    but  the  expense  of  fitting 

vp  a  new  Hulk  in  that  year  (4»250/.)  |  that  case*  be  treated,,  by  the  other  of- 
should  be  deducted*  which  would  leave  1  ficers  of  the  yard,  with  a  degree  of  re* 
the   net    charge    37,631/.,  reducing  the  |  spect  and  consideration,  that  would  be 


make  the  labour  of  the  convicts  as  pro* 
dnctive*  genially,  as  it  has  proved  in 
this  particular  instance,  I  think  that  what 
has  been  done  at  Woolwich,  afi^rds  a 
reasonable  ground  of  expeetatioD,  that 
the  burthen  of  the  convicts  upon  the 
state  might  be  materially  diminished, 
(while  a  great  improvement  would,  on^ 
doubtedly,  be  made  in  their  habits)  by 
connecting  wkh  their  labour  the  atten- 
tion of  an  intelligent  person,  at  each 
place  where  a  Hulk  is  stationed;  by 
making  it  their  interest  to  be  industrious ; 
and  by  placing  over  them  as  many  guards 
as  may  be  necessary  to  see  that  they 
work  properly,  and  to  allow  of  their  beiog 
divided  into  aa  many  companies  as  the 
nature  of  their  Employment  mav  require. 
The  arrangements  here  alkidea  to  must 
be  made  upon  the  spot}  they  must  be 
diflferent  at  different  places,  where  con« 
victs.  are  to  be  employed,  having  re« 
ference  to  local  circumstances*,  and  to  the 
particular  kind  of  work  which  the  men  are 
to  perform ;  they  must  be  made  in  con- 
cert with  the  officers  of  the  several  yards; 
and,  above  all,  to  have  their  full  effect, 
the^  must  be  executed  under  the  obser- 
vation of'  a  regular  soperiotendtng  officer* 
constantly  at  hand,  and  competent  to  see 
that  they  are  adhered  to ;  aod  not  undee 
the  occasional  inspection  of  a  person 
who  is  to  come*  four  or  five  times  in  each 
year,  from  London  for  that  purpose. 

The  class  of  persons  from  which  a  de- 
puty superintenident  might  most  conve- 
niently and  properly  be  selected,  seema 
to  be  that  of  the  lieutenants  of  the 
navy  upon  half-pay*  among  whom  may 
be  found  many  a  meritorious  individual, 
rendered  unfit  for  the  active  pursuit  of  hie 
profession  by  the  loss  of  a  limb,  or  by 
some  woonif  or  injury  received  in  the 
service  of  his. country,  but  qualified  for 
the  superintendence  of  a  concern  of  this 
nature,  by  a  clear,  head,  strict  principles 
of  honour  and  integrity*  and  habits  of  dis- 
cipline and  command.  The  commissioner 
of  a  dock- yard  would  not  think  it  beneath 
him  to  communicate  freely*  upon  all 
points  relative  to  the  convicts*  with  a 
person  of  this  description ;   who  would,  in 


<;ost  per  head  to  between  18/.  and  10/. 
.The  net  charge  of  the  Woolwich  Hulk 
for  181 1 ,  is  stated  in  the  Report  at  974/., 
which,  for  480  men*  is  a  little  more  than 
fi/.  per  head. 

(VOL.  XXXI.) 


of  great  usi  to  him  in  the  execution  of 
his  office. 

It  has  been  apprehended,  by  some  per* 
sons,  that  any  attempt  to  procure  actual 
aocoonta  of  the  convicts'  earnings  will  be 

{3Q) 
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•ttended  with  BUtch  isoooyenience.  It 
k  •dmitted,  ibat  thtre  will  be  no  more 
diAcoUy,  or  trboble^  in  keeping  ibete 
mccooDtt,  than  in  the  cote  of  comiBon  ie- 
bourert;  bot  it  has  been  iiirmiied»  Ibat    foiore  conduct  and  cberacter?    Cna  it  be 


ftlthoogb  the  oficers  of  the  difi^rent  yards 
are  williDg  enough  to  accept  of  the  work 
of  these  meto«  while  it  goes  for  nothings 
and  the  valae  of  it  does  not  enter  into  the 
cslcolatlon  of  what  is  spent  in  the  yard, 
the  employment  of  them  will  be  disliked^ 
and  etodearoars  will  be  made  (at  least  in 
some  of  the  yards)  to  get  rid  of  them  alto- 
gether, if  their  ser? ices  are  to  be  Osti* 
mated,  and  their  earnings  brought  to  ac* 
eoont.    I  will  not  ondertafce  to  say,  that 
eome  prsetical  difficnlty  may  not  occor, 
in  framing  proper  arrangemcnii  upon  this 
head,  froita  the  cause  here  stated ;  bat  the 
Hoose  wilf,  I  am  snre,  agree  with  me  in 
thinking  that  difllcnitles  of  this  natore  are 
not  to  &  snbmitted  to  as  insoperabie,  bot 
•hoold  be  encooniered  and  controlled  by 
ttt  awhority  of  Qoverament;  and  will  be 
ready  to  vest  powers  in  any  qoarter,  in 
whidi  they  may  be  required,  for  that 
purpose.    I  must  hero  remark,  that,  if 
there  be  any  ground  for  such  an  appre- 
hension   as  that  to  which  I  have  now 
alluded,  it  strongly  fortifies  the  arguments 
hi  fatour  of  the  expediency  of  appointing 
deputy  superintendenu  at  each  of  the 
places  where  there  are  Hiilk%  us  it  con* 
stitutes  of  itself  a  suflleieht  rcnson  for  the 
residente,  at  every  such  place,  of  an  of* 
ficer  of  a  higher  description  than  that  of 
a  captain  of  a  hulk,  or  an  ordmary  clerk, 
to  see  that  justice  is  done  to  the  pubKc 
and  to  the  conTicts. 

I* know  that,  in  the  opinion  of  nmny 
gentlemen,  there  can  be  nothing  leu 
likely  to  succeed,  no  prefect  more  vision- 
ary, than  an  attempt  to  produce  amend- 
ment on  board  the  Hulks.  We  cannot, 
indeed,  give  to  the  ofthder,  in  these 
prisons,  the  advantage,  which  would  be 
affiyrded  to  him  in  a  peniteMary,  of  re- 
flecting, in  a  separate  ceil,  without  inter- 
ruption, on  his  past  life  and  future  pro- 
spects ;  but  with  the  means  of  inspection 
and  separation,  which  experience  has 
shown  to  be  attainable  in  the  vessel,  and 
with  due  attention  to  the  oenvict  on  shmre, 
we  shaH  at  least  be  able  to  keep  him  from 
the  commission  of  fresh  oflences  against 
law  or  good  order,  during  his  imprison- 
ment ;  from  stealing—- from  gambling  and 
swearing'^from  drinking  and  quarrelling 
<*-4rom  the  use  of  hidecent  or  proAne 
language,  and  from  vicious  convunation 


of  every  kind.    Will  it  be  oeBleisded,that 

the  preventkm  or  interruption  of  theae 

practtces,  for  seven  or  fourtees  yean  of  i 

''b  life,  will  Imve  no  influence  on  has 


mpposed,  that  the  evil  propenaitiee  of 
men,  which  are  invariably  cosifinned  au^ 
nourished  by  haftiitaal   indutgeaice,  wiK 
not,  on  the  other  hand^  be  weakened,  ii 
some  degree,  by  long  restraint  ?    Will  nst 
employment,  though  on  oompalsioni,  cieait 
a  habit  of  industry^    Are  not  the  habiu 
of   mankind,  in    general,  formed   by  t 
course  of  discipline  and  education^  not 
adopted  from  choice,  but  impoocd,  for 
thehr  beneflt^  by  the  will  of  others  ?    Bst 
to  lay  aside,  mr  a  asoment,  all  qnoatioa 
of  amendment  and  reform^  it  wUI  be  a 
gteat  point  gained,  if  we  only 
&e  offender  from   becomsog  worse 
board  the  Hulks,  ami  redeem  tbie  esta- 
blishosent,  in  some  measure,  from  the  ob- 
loquy which  is  now  attached  to  it  (and 
justly)  in  the  public  mind.    The  objee- 
tion  now  felt,  to  employ  a  person  who  has 
lately  quitted  the  Hulfcs^  is  not  cfant  be  htf 
been  criminal,  hot  thai  his  crime  hue  bees 
punished  $  ii  is  not  that  he  comuaiited  m 
oflbnce  seven  or  fomieftn  yeata  ago,  hoe 
that  be  has  pused  sev^n  or  fourteea  yean 
of  his  life  in  the  pestilentiai  air  of  un  ill- 
regulated  prison.     Let  these  pieces  of 
confineosent  be  put  upon  a  proper  foot- 
ing, and  the  cooviet  will  not  ctaeriencs 
the  difflculties,  which  he  now  nnds,  in 
procuring  an  honest  livelihood  on  his  dis- 
charge ;  nor  csu  I  see  bot  teaaoa  wby, 
after  this  shall  have  Ikeen  osbe,  arrange- 
ments may  not  be  formed  for  giving  enn 
plOyment  to  such  of  the  convidB  leaving 
the  Hulks^  as  mty  be  Inclined  to  accept 
it,  not  in  a  separate  estabHrfimcnt  for  dist 
purpose  (which  might»  perhaps^  be  disec- 
tionable,  as  pointing  out  these  persom  too 
nluch  to  the  notice  of  the  pnblic)|  bst 
among  the  namerous  labourers  end  msas- 
focturers  employed  in  dlflh^ens  works  bf 
Ivoferument.    dlv  this  point,  aleo^  the  si* 
tention  of  a  deputy  superintendent  m^bt 
fomibly  be  directed  with  advantnge. 

I  am  aware  that  i  have  ektmded  mf 
observations  upon  this  subject  to  a  coo- 
sideraUe  lewth;  bat  it  will,  I  ana  ours,  ks 
felt  by  the  fibuse  to  be  a.  subject  of  as 
ordinary  importanoe.  if  the  nysiem  of 
management^  pursued  in  these  great  n» 
tional  receptacles  for  convicted  feloaik 
conceraied  only,  in  h$  consequencesi  tbe 
indivkluals  confined  in  them,  it  would  stitt 
deserve  the  notieo  of  this  House  ^   bet  i 
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the  preMiit  Hate  of  these  priiossbe  amosg 
'  the  caoMt.  to  whkb  it  is  owing  tbftt  the 
'  criadiiialfl  of  tbe  Resent  time  are  not  only 
'  Hicreasiiig  in  naal>er*  bat  are  erery  day 
^  becoming  more  daring  and  more  dez- 
>  ierooa,  ibe  evil  is  one  wbicb  demands  tbe 
I      flortoos  consideration  of  every  member  of 

*  tbe  Legislature,  as  materially  aflectin^  the 

*  comfort  and  happiness  of  every  class  of 
^  bis  Majesty's  sobjects— of  every  private 
(  family  in  this  kingdom.  The  people  of 
k  this  bighly-fiivoiired  coontry,  fenced  in, 
i  and  guarded  by  tbe  sea,  and  relying,  with 
I      »  confidence  warrantml  by  experience, 

I  on  the  exertions  of  their  navy,  to  protect 
them  against  invasion,  know  comparative* 
]y  bnt  linle  of  tbe  evils  and  anxielies  of 
foreign  warfare ;  but  tbe  danger  of  these 
domestic  enemies  is  ever  present--i4t  meets 
us  in  the  ordinary  business  and  ttansae* 
lions  of  life— it  follows  us  into  om"  cham,> 
bers  and  private  retreais-^it  ldfR|0fet8  the 
minds  of  persons  of  aH  rantoinid  condi- 
tiona,  and  of  the  most  rettrsd  habits— of 
thonsands,  by  whom  the  eonvnlsiona 
which  agitate  the  continent  of  Europe  are 
unheeded,  and  whose  ^est  the  name  of 
Buonapart6,  when  his  power  was  at  its 
greatest  height,  never  disturbed* 

Mr*  Baikm^  observed,  that  as  the  hon* 
gentleman's  remarki  applied  rather  to  the 
details  than  to  tbe  principle  of  the  BHl, 
they  would  be  more  appropriate  in  the 
comnrittee  than  on  tbe  present  occasion. 
But  as  to  the  classification  of  the  prisoners 
en  board  the  Hulks,  and  securing  their 
due  separation,  he  feared  that  such  a  sys* 
tem  could  never  be  found  so  practicable 
in  the  Hoiks  as  in  those  penitentiaries 
which  wore  justly  tbe  subject  of  the  hon. 
member's  panegyric  Tbe  ntmost  effort 
would,  however,  be  made  to  improve  the 
arrangemenu  in  tbe  Hulks ;  and  with  that 
view  it  was  intended  to  construct  seven 
or  eight  different  compartments,  among 
which  the  prisoners  wdold  be  distributed 
by  the  governors,  with  the  approbation 
of  others,  according  to  the  deffi^  of  their 
crimes,,  the  actual  or  probable  reform  of 
their  morals,  and  the  decency  of  their 
Manners.  Thus  be  hoped  that  provision 
would  be  made  to  guard  against  the  gene- 
ral contamination  which  v^as  justly  to  be 
apprehended  from  tbe  indiscriminate  in* 
^  tercourse  of  different  descriptions  of  pri* 
f  eoners.  He  could  assure  tbe  Hou^sCi  tnat 
f  nothing  was  neglected  that  premised  to 
i  benefit  the  system  of  imprisodment  under 
I  consideration*  In  order  to  encourage  tbe 
t    .  reformation  of  prisonera  in  the  Hulka,  it 


bad  been  for  some  time  the  established 
practice  to  make  a  i|uarterly  report  to  the 
Prince  Regent  of  such  prisoners  as  were 
thought  deserving  of .  royal,  clemency, 
which  was  never  refused  to  proper  objecu ; 
and  the  release  of  such  persons  must  na- 
turally have  the  best  effects  on  tlve  conduct 
of  other  prisoners.  Another  important 
improvement,  too,  was  intended,  and  it 
formed  a  part  of  the  Bill  before  the  House, 
namely,  that  all  prisoners  transmitted  to 
the  Hulks  should  bring  with  them  an  ac- 
count of  their  conduct  at  the  prison  from 
whence  they  came,  al|o  of  the  offence  of 
which  they  were  convicted,  together  with 
their  trial  and  convictions.  Thus  the 
governor  of  the  Huika  would  be  at  the 
outset  enabled  to  foran  a  judgment  how  to 
class  each  prisoner  so  as  more  eflfectually 
to  provide  against  improper  intercourse. 
The  fright  hon«  member^  after  replying 
to  the  observation  that  prisonera  in  the 
Hollm  cost  the  country  more  than  those 
confined  in  the  peniteotiariei,  by  stating^ 
that  tbe  former  must  have  an  allowance 
of  beer  from  the  much  harder  work  in 
which  they  were  employed,  added,  that 
such  improfements  as  were  in  contem* 
platioo,  he  hoped,  would  be  productive 
of  a  satisfactory  result. 

Sir  Samtd  Momilfy  strongly  objecled, 
not  merely  to  the  details,  but  to  the  prin« 
ciple  of  the  Bill  under  consideration ;  be- 
cause by  that  Bill  it  was  proposed  to  per- 
petuate a  system  of  transportation,  whicit 
was  found  utterly  ineffective  for  the  pur- 
pose it  professed.  The  rational  object  of 
all  punishments,  short  of  death,  was  ob- 
viously to  reform  the  oiRender.  But  those 
who  suffered  tranaportatlon  were  generally 
initiated  in  new  crimes,  introduced  to 
worse  habiu,  and  in  every  respect  dis- 
posed to  much  more  mtsohief  to  society 
than  they  were  inclined  to,  or  qualified 
for,  before  their  transpopation.  The 
question,  then,  for  the  House  to  consider 
on  this  occasion,  was,  whether  a  system, 
found  so  defective,  oo^ht  to  be  continued ; 
for  the  Bill  under  discumion  referred  to 
transportation  as  well  as  to  the  hulks. 
With  respect  to  the  latter,  he  sftw  no  rea- 
son why  any  larse  number  of  prisoners 
should  be  confined  together  in  one  vessel ; 
but  he  objected  to  the  system  of  tbe  Hulks 
altogether,  whether  they  were  to  be  used 
as  a  place  of  punishment,  or  for  tbe  tern- 

Krary  confinement  of  persons  meant  to 
transported.  In  either  case  these  Hulkft 
were  exceptionable,  especially  as  no  pro* 
vision  was  or  could  be  made  in  snob 
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placet  to  piVvent  4bat  cooUminatiiig  in- 
tercodrsei  which  served  to  iotrodoce  pri- 
aonen  lo  Ticet  with  which  they  were  be- 
fore iiDacqoaintedp    to  teach  then  oew 
•onrces  of  Tillaioy.    Tbii  was  partico* 
larly  to  be  deplortfil  with  regard  to  thoee 
vnforiunaie  persons  of  tender  years,  who 
were  so  oftea  confiaed  in  the  Hulks.  There 
were  at  the  present  moment  on  board  the 
Hoiks  some  children  of  the  ag;e  of  14,  1$, 
12,  and  even  1 1  years  of  age ;,  and  it  was 
a  fact,  that  within  the  last  foar  years  np 
less  than  105  children,  under  16  years  of 
age,  had  been  transported  to  Botany  Bay ; 
yet  it  was  notorious,  that  crimes  had  con- 
tinued to  increase  ;  and  did  not  snch  in- 
crease prove  the  radical  deficiency  of  our 
^stem  of  police?    That  system  ought, 
therefore,  to  be  inquired  inio,  and  peco* 
liarly  deserved  the  attention  of  Parlia* 
ment ;  for  as  it  was  the  object  of  all  po« 
sishment  and  criminal    law  to  prevent 
•&nces,  the  system  which  failed  to  answer 
that  end  ought  to  be  corrected.     The 
House  could' hardly  imagine  the  extent  to 
which  the  progressive  increase  of  crimes 
liad  gone  of  late  years.    But  he  had  to 
state,  from  authentic  returns,  that  while 
ihe  number  pf  committals  in  London  in 
the  year  L806  amounted  only   to  849, 
Ihey  reached  in  1813  to  1,278;  so  that  in 
the  former  year  those  committals  were 
one-third  less  than  in  the  latter,  and  this 
extraordinary  increase  of  crime  bad  taken 
place,  let  it  be  observed,  in  a  period  of 
war;   although  whatever  calamities  be- 
longed to  war,  H  had  generally  been  re- 
inarked  to  have  the  effect  of  producing  a 
diminution  of  crime,  from  the  number  of 
persons  which  it  required  for  the  army 
and  navy.     With  this  statement,  then, 
before  the  House,  he  hoped  that  he  should 
not  say  in  vain  that  our  system  of  police 
ought  to  be  inquired  into,  and  especially 
that  a  mode  of  punishment  oasht  not  to 
be  tolerated,  which,  instead  of  reducing, 
operared    to    augment  criminality.    For 
what  a  serious  responsibility  would  the 
House  incur  if  it  overlooked  the  subject, 
^especially  with  regard  to  the  poor  child, 
ivho,  probably  from  want  of  education, 
iwas  led  into  delinquency,  and  consigned 
40  a  species  of  imprisonment  which  only 
aerved  to  qualify  bim  for  the  worst  crime, 
ttntil  at  last  the  law  exacted  his  life  as 
Ihe  penalty  of  that  contamination  which 
its  own  injudicious  exercise  created.  Thus, 
punishment,  instead  of  efiectiog  reform, 
4'endered  those  who  were  the  objects  of  it 
m9u&  Ahan  beforiQ,    He  att^ba^d  a  great 
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pati  of  (ho  existing  e#il  to  the  defective 
state  of  the  police  of  th«  motropolta.  By 
the  present  system,  the  police  officers  had 
the  strongest'  interest  not  to  pvt  down 
young  oftnders,  but  to  allow  thena  to  go 
on  until  their  crimes  became  so  eoomons, 
as  to  be  very  profiuble.  It  was  the  most 
serious  doty  of  the  House  to  ioqoire  into 
all  these  circumstances,  and  most  espe« 
cially  into  the  disgracetal  fact  of  the  great 
increase  of  crimes.  He  wished'  thai  the 
Bill  might  be  stopped  in  its  progress,  if 
not,  he  implored  the  House  to  do  no  mors 
in  the  present^  semion  than  pass  a  tem- 
porary Bill  for  a  twelvemonth,  and  in  the 
mean  time  institute  an  inquiry  into  the 
various  circumsunces  to  which  il  related* 

Mr.  Baikmni  observed,  that  the  Bill 
must  pass,  but  that  he  had  no  objection  to 
limit  its  duration* 

.  Mr.  Bamei  contended,  that  the  Bill  bad 
been  introduced  in  June  instead  of  Fe- 
bruary, because,  it  was  known  that  the 
attendance  of  members  would  be  thin,  and 
that  it  would  thereby  escape  much  dis- 
cussion. Conceiving  that  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  punishment  of 
transportation  to  Botany  Bay  had  been 
miserably  defective,  he  pledged  htmself 
in  the  next  session  (if  no  one  better  quali- 
fied should  undertake  the  Usk)  to  move 
for  a  committee  to  inquire  not  only  into 
that  subject,  but  into  the  state  of  the 
Hulks,  and  the  Police  of  the  metropolis. 

Mr.  IV.  Smiik  regretted  that  themea- 
s.ure  had  not  been  brought  forward  at  an 
earlier  period  of  the  session,  hoi  thought 
that  some  of  the  excellent  suggestions  of 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend  might  still  bs 
introduced  into  it. 

Mr.  WUberforce  expressed  a  similar  opi- 
nion ;  and  dwelt  on  the  improveowflt 
among  the  lower  orders  which  the  newly* 
adopted  mode  of  general  education  vru 
calculated  to  produce. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  tbe 
Committee,  After  some  dtscossion,  ia 
which  Mr.  Holford,  Mr.  Bathurst^  and 
Mr.  Wilberforce  participated,  a  clause  pr»> 
posed  by  Mr.  Holford  to  limit  the  dors* 
tion  of  the  Bill  to  the  1st  of  May  next 
was  agreed  to  ;  and  the  Hoose  having  rt- 
sumed,  the  Report  was  ordered  to  he  re- 
ceived to-morrow. 

Stamp  Dutibs  Bill.]  The  order  ef 
the  day  bavng  been  read  for  she  Hoqss 
to  resolve  iuelf  into  a  committee  on  ths 
Stamp  Duties  Bill, 

The  ChanccUar  qfibc  Bsckfquer  aaid,  that 
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he  was  desiroua  of  dmding  the  Bill  into 
two  parU»  in  order  that  the  one  com- 
priting  thoee  ofaiecls  to  which  no  objection 
eziciedf  might  as.^peedily  as  postible  pass 
into  a  law.  With  respect  to  the  other, 
he  shoald  merely  move  that  the  Manks. 
be  filled  ^p»  with  a  view  to  its  fature  re- 
commitmoBt. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Excbeqoert  it  was  ordered  to  be  an  in* 
atroction  to- the  Committee  to  divide  the 
Bill  into  two  parts.  He  then  moved,  that 
Ihe  Speaker  should  leave  the  chair. 

Mr.  Grtt^eU  expressed  the  satisfaction 
which  he  felt  at  the  adoption  by  his  right 
bon.  friend,  of  the  principle  with  respect 
to  the  Bank  compensation  for  stamps  that 
bad  been  pointed  out  to  him  in  the  first 
instance,  alihoogh  he  difiered  from  him  as 
to  the  application  of  that  principle  He 
recommended  that  the  average  shonld  be 
taken,  not  of  the  last  three  years,  but  of 
the  last  twelvemonth.  He  observed,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  oversight  on  this 
subject  of  his  right  hon.  friend's  prede* 
cessorSf  the  public  had  lost,  and  the  Bank 
of  England  had  gained,  many  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  pounds. 

The  ChanctUoT  cf  the  Exchequer  defended 
the  mode  in  which  he  proposed  to  apply 
the  principle  adverted  to  by  his  boo. 
firiend.  The  compensation  which  the  Bank 
would  pay  at  present  would  be  BlfiOOL : 
being  an  increase  by  the  present  Bill  of 
45,000f.f  asum  much  exceeding  that  which 
the  Bank  would  have  to  pay  if  the  new 
doties  were  actually  impoaed  on  their 
paper.  He  maintained,  that  to  take  the 
average  of  three  years,  was  preferable  to 
takhig  the  average  of  the  last  twelvemonth 
only.  It  was  his  intention  to  propose  that 
the  operation  of  the  measure,  as  it  afiected 
the  Bank,  should  be  co-existeqt  with  the 
restriction  on  their  payments  in  specie. 

Mr.  MeUish  said,  that  all  the  merit  of 
the  arrangepnent  with  the  Bank  was  not 
dee  to  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Grenfell)^ 
l>eeause  that  arrangement  was  founded  on 
the  consent  of  the  Bank  itself.  The  year 
1814  was  4me  in  which  tho  expenditure 
kad  been  vepy  great,  which  was  the  cause 
of  the  increased  issues  of  the  Bank  in  that 
year ;  it  would  be  therefore  unfair  to  take 
the  average  of  that  year  aa  a  scale  for  the 
amount  of  duties. 

Mjt^  Bmtkes  bore  test^Viony  to  the  merit 
of  Mr.  Grenfell,  as  .ihe  gentleman  to 
whom  this  arreogement  was  owing.  He 
thought  np  todulgeoce  was  due.  to  the 
Bank,  aa  it 'had  derived  great  profit  from 


the  measures  adopted  byPar-liament;  anii 
he  did  not  think  it  would  be  fair  in  that . 
body  to  oppose  a  proposition  to  fix  the 
aquount of  the  composition  to  be paidfor 
stamps,  by  the  amount  of  their  issues,  for 
the  last  twelve  months. 

Mr.  Forba  thought  the  Bank  should  be 
put  on  the  same  footing  with  private 
bankers;  and  by  the  accounts  which  ho 
had  moved  for  on  a  former  day,  of  the 
number  of  notes  of  each  description  in 
circulation,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of 
the  House  to  calculate  to  a  shilling  the 
sum  which  should  be  paid. 

The  Bill  went  through  a  Committee* 
The  House  having  resumedi  on  the  ques« 
tion  that  the  Report  be  received| 

Mr.  GratftU  said,  that  when  the  Bill 
was  again  referred  to  a  committee,  he 
should  propose  a  clause  to  carry  into 
efiect  his  ideas  of  the  proper  arrangement 
to  be  made  with  the  Bank. 

Mr.  Forba  said  a  few  words  in  support 
of  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Grenfell. 

Mr,  C.  Smith  observed,  that  the  Bank 
should  always  be  regarded  by  the  Hoose 
with  a  favourable  eye,  for  having  afforded 
great  assistance  to  the  public,  as  well  aa 
for  having  been  a  main  support  of  our 
commerce  in  the  late  war. 

The  ChoHceilar  qf  th&  Exchequer  said« 
that  he  considered  the  public  faith  so  far 
pledged  to  the  Bank,  that  a  revision  of 
the  present  engagements  with  them  could 
not  take  place  without  their  consent.  Ho 
wished  to  suggest  that  conskieration  to 
the  hon.  gentkman,  at  the  same  time 
pledging  himself  to  rec<mslder  the  sobjeeb 

Mr.  Wymt  was  of  opinion  the  public 
faith  was  not  pledged  to  the  Bank,  any 
more  than  to  individuals  who  compounded 
for  the  dog  duty  as  packs  of  hounds.  He 
suggested  thst  the  duty  should  be,  taken 
ofif  the  patents  of  sberift>  which  only  pro« 
duced  2,000/. 

The  ChancMor  qf  ike  Exchequer  said,  he 
would  take  that  subject  into  consideration. 
The  ofiice  of  sheriff  was  certainly  one 
which,  neither  on  account  of  its  profit  ot 
pleasure,  was  a  fair  subject  of  taxation. 

Mr.  kuiterwonh  wished  to  suggest  the 
propriety  of  some  regulation  as  to  the  per« 
ceotage  on  wills  and  administrations. 

The  Chancellor  qf  ihe  Exchequer  saidj 
that  after  an  examination  of  the  subject* 
he  was  convinced  of  the  impfadacability 
of  any  arrangement. 

The  "Report  was  then  brought  np,  and 
ordered  to  be  uken  into  farther  consider 
ration  on.  Monday* 
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Thanks  to  thb  Dukb  op  Wbluno- 
TOM,  Princb  Blvchbr,  and  thb  Allied 
Abmibs.]  The  order  of  tbe  day  for  sum- 
moniog  their  lordships  being  read« 

Earl  Baikum  rose^  porsaant  to  the 
notice  which  be  had  given,  to  idoto  the 
Thariks  of  the  House  to  tbe  doke  of  Wei- 
Knglon,  and  tbe  Army  under  bis  command, 
Ibr  those  transoendaot  exertions  which  led 
to  the  victory  of  the  18th  of  this  month. 
He  was  aw&re  thai  their  lordships  roost  be 
eager  to  discbaree  tbe  debt  of  gratitude 
to  the  duke  of  WelliDgton,  who  had  now 
80  gloriously  opened  the  campaign,  and 
relioTed  them  from  tbe  anxiety  which  all 
aiBSt  have  felt  for  some  time  past.  How- 
over  sanguine  any  of  them  might  have 
been  as  to  the  final  result,  yet  there  were 
none  who  most  not  have  experienced  the 
Utmost  anxiety  with  respect  to  the  torn 
which  the  canapaign  might  take  at  the 
commenceoient.  Th'at  campaign  was 
begun  by  9aon»part6  himself.  He  had 
•ot,for  this  time  at  least,  to  blame  tbe 
elements.*  He  had  not  to  accuse  the 
eeasoQS,  nor  the  defecUoo  of  those  from 
whom  ^e  expected  support  He  could 
BOt  say  that  he  was  obliged  to  commence 
the  batile  bv  those  to  whose  measures  he 
was  compelled  to  yield,  contrary  to  his 
mmn  better  judgment.  It  was  completely 
bis  own  act  and  choice.  He  had  the 
•boiee  of  tbe  time,  of  the  place,  and  of 
the  adversary  with  whom  he  might  be 
deslrotfs  to  contend*  Under  these  circum* 
ilanoes,  he  had  begun  the  battle,  and  he 
bad  litled.  His  attacks  were  repulsed; 
the  order  was  reversed—- he  was  attacked 
m  his  turn.  His  boasted  genius  shrunk 
vnder  the  ascendency  of  the  mightier 
genius  of  him  by  whom  he  was  opposed, 
and  the  result  was  the  complete  root  and 
overthrow  of  the  French  army.  As  most 
•f  the  transactions  which  had  taken  place 
on  this  membrable  day  must  be  fresh  in 
their  lordships  recollection,  he  did  not 
feel  himself  called  upon  to  enter  much 
into  detail :  bot  there  was  one  point  con* 
aeoled  with  the  duke  of  Welligton,  to 
which,  on  this  occasion,  it  was  not  out  of 

CM  to  eall  their  lordships  attention.  It 
been  observed,  with  reference  to  the 
Of  mpaigM  in  the  Peninsula,  that  the  duke 
of  Wellington's  system  had  been,  not  to 
attack,  bet  to  wait  for  tbe  attack  of  the 
enemy  »and  take  advantage  of  the  situation 
of  the  enemy  when  they  w«re  repulsed ; 
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and  many  thoaght  thai  be  acted  in  thb 
manner,  from  a  prudent  attention  to  that 
part  of  the  military  soienoe  in  fvhich  be 
found  himself  strongest.     The  dnke  of 
Wellington  bad,  indeed,  Acted    on   this 
principle,  daring  a  great  part  of  the  time 
when  be  was  employed  in  the  jpeninsQla : 
bot  this  was  owing  to  the  neceasity  of 
contending  with  inferior  numbera  ngeiost 
thd  enemy.    When,  in  the  year  19 13,  he 
was    enabled    to    commence    operatioos 
with  forces  more  nearly  epprondiuig  ts 
an  equality,  their  lordships  knew  bow  the 
system  was  changed.    The  rapid  advance 
to  Vfttoria,and  the  splendid  victory  which 
had  been  there  acqnired,  and  to  which 
the  present  bore  a  atfong  resemblance, 
could  never  be  forgotten.    The  duke  of 
WelliffgtOQ  then  proved   that  bis   great 
geniua  was  no  less  powerfbl  in  tbe  mili- 
tary science  of  attacK  than  it  was  in  that 
of  defence.    In  this  battle  both  these  at- 
tainments were  displayed   in  Ibe   most 
remarkable  manner.    Before  be  came  to 
the  operations  on  the  ISth,  be  was  anxious 
to  make  one  or  two  observations  reepect- 
ing  those  of  the  15th«    It  was  doe  lo  tbe 
brave  men  who  fell  on  that  day  not  to 
pass  it  over  entirely  in  silence.     On  ibe 
evening  of  the  15th,  the  duke  of  Welling- 
ton  received  the    intelligence  tbat    tbe 
Prussians    had     been    attacked    by    tbe 
enemy,  and  tbe  forces  in  the  mnghboor* 
hood  were  immediately  ordered  to  advance. 
The  Prussians  were  driven  from  their  posu 
at  Sambref  with  loss.     On  tbe  16tb,  ge- 
neral Picton's  division,  with  the  dnke  of 
Brunswick's  corps,  and  tbe  Namo  regi* 
ment,  were  attacked  at  Genappe*    Tbe 
battle  lasted  the  #hole  of  tbe  day.    Tbe 
Prussians  were  likewise  attacked  in  tbdr 
position,  and  Buonaparte  claimed  a  victory 
over  both ;  but  it  was  clear  tbat  tbe  Pras- 
sians  maintained  their  position ;  smd  so  far 
were  they  from  being  driven   out,  that 
they  did  not  leave  it  till  the  attack  for  that 
day  was  concluded.    Our  troops  likewise 
maintained   their  position;  tbey   passed 
the  night  there  ready  for  a  renewal  of 
tbe  contest  next  day.    But  tbe  Proasiam 
having  lost  16,000  men  on  tbat  oocmsM, 
from  their  refusing  to  take  qnaiter,  and  a 
great  proportion  of  their  forcee  not  baving 
yet  come  into  line,  it  was  deeaaed  by 
marshal  prince  Blocher  most  prodentts 
retire  upon  their  reinforcements.     In  con- 
sequence of  this  resolution,  tbey  retronted, 
and  the  duke  of  Wellington  alan  retired 
with  his  troops  to  WaterloOf  mnintniniog 
his  commnnicntion  wiib  Ibt  PMaaiaBa^  ss 
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dtot  be  nigbt  aatwt  tbem  if  they  thoald 
be  atUcked,  Bod  if  he  shonld  be  eiUcked, 
they  might  eMtst  bim»  This  position  at 
Witerloo  wm  a  Tory  ftroog  one,  and 
bad  been  noticed  as  <ach  by  the  deke 
of  Welttngton  last  sommer.  His  gra^ 
then  passing  near  it,  the  position  struck 
hiitif  and  he  made  a  minate  of  it.  He 
elated  at  the  time,  that  if  ever  it  should 
be  his  fate  to  fight  a  battle  in  that  qoarter 
lor  the  protection  of  Brussels,  be  should 
endeaTOur  to  do  it  in  that  position.  He 
knew  the  importance  of  the  place,  there* 
fore,  e?en  at  tbat  time,  and  the  event  has 
shown  tbat  be  judged  well.  The  enemy 
attacked  our  troops  in  that  position  on  the 
18th  of  this  month,  with  the  whole  of  bis 
army,  except  one  corps  which  was  left  to 
obsesve  the  Prussians.  Tbev  fought  with 
tbat  intrepidity  for  which  the  nation  was 
distinguished ;  but  they  were  met  with  no 
less  intrepidity  by  our  forces,  and  with  a 
resolution  and  firmness  in  which  the  Bri- 
tish forces  were  not  ontriTalled  by  those 
of  any  natten  whatever.  In  the  course  of 
this  arduous  and  desperate  contest,  the 
doke  of  Wellington  performed  the  duties 
of  military  officers  of  all  ranks.  As  a 
commander-in-chief,  as  a  general  of  diVl- 
•ion,  as  itsolontel  of  a  regiment,  be  exerted 
bhttself  in  encouraging  the  troops  to  per- 
sist, and  maintain  tbeir  resistance  to  the 
repeated  and  desperate  atUcks  of  the 
enemy.  Towards  the  close  of  the  day, 
Buottapartig  himself,  at  the  head  of  hh 
Ipierds,  mtfde  a  des^rate  charge  upon 
the  British  *geards,  and  the  British  guards 
fOstantlv  overthrew  the  French^  The 
battle  lasted  nearly  nine  houn|,  and  at 
length  our  troops  repulsed  these  desperate 
attacks  made  upon  them  by  forces  infi- 
nitely superior  in  number.  Here,  then, 
mfo  btrtHe  ended,  sts  far  as  concerned  the 
attects  of  the  eAemy.  But  the  duke  of 
Wellington,  with  his  accustomed  prompti- 
tude ebd  decision,  observing  that  the 
retrintt  of  the  enemy  finom  the  lest  attack 
#aa  attended  with  considerable  confusion, 
ordered  the  whole  of  those  of  his  Voops 
who  bed  not  suftred  in  die  present  con* 
Afdt  10  teove  forward  upon  the  enemy. 
The  troops  i»cordingly  advanced,  at- 
tacked the  i^n^ihy  in  tbeir  position,  drove 
tbem  from  tfte  heights,  and  put  tbem  com- 
plttely  to  the  root.  He  continued  the 
pursuit  ef  the  enemy,  till  the  troops,  over- 
cenie  With  fatigue,  could  proceed  no  for- 
A'er,  aM  then  the  Prussians  were  left  to 
folloir  up  the  victory.  The  consequences 
ef  thife  rtclory,  as  farns  he  could  at  pre- 


sent stale  tbem,  were  these  :—»Aboiit 
5000  prisoners  had  arrived  at  Brus^els-*i 
2000  were  on  parole,  and  more  were  ex- 
pected to  be  brought  in;  and  besides tbis^ 
a  great  quantity  of  ammunition  and  bag^ 
gage  was  taken.  He  wis  not  then  speak^^ 
ing  of  what  wu  accomplished  by  the  Pros* 
sians  during  the  pursuit,  as  no  regular  ae* 
count  of  it  bad  as  yet  arrived.  Hav  ing  thai 
stated  thoiiature  and  extent  of  the  victory^ 
there  was  one  point  still  wbich  coold  net 
be  passed  over  without  observation.  Their 
lordships  mult  be  sensible  tbat  an  achieto* 
ment  of  such  magnitude  as  this  coold  pol 
be  performed  without  great  lois.  It  had 
been  wisely  ordained  by  Providence  that 
we  should  taste  neither  of  joy  nor  of  gl'ief 
unmixed,  and  the  price  at  which  this 
victory  was  gained  must  teecb  us  to  check 
iMir  exultation.  There  were  none  who 
had  not  lately  looked  to  our  army  on  the 
Continent,  upon  the  point  of  comifeieiicing 
hostilities,  without  anxiety  respecting  the 
result:  but  bow  much  more  keen  must 
have  been  the  enxiety  of  tbose  who  had 
friends  and  connexions  among  the  troopiw 
The  result  most  in  tbat  respect  be  to 
many  most  painful :  but  still  the  friends 
of  those  #ho  fell  bad  thk  consolation,  at 
least,  that  if  those  who  were  dear  to  tbetti 
bad  paid  the  common  tax  imposed  on  tbe 
military  profession,  they  had  not  paid  it  ih 
vain.  Who  could  recollect  without  admnrak 
tion  ind  sorrow  tbe  stem  and  manly  virtue 
of  sic  Thomas  Picton,  the  firm  and  amiable 
character  of  sir  W.  Ponsonby,  or  tb^ 
heroic  gallantry  of  tbe  duke  of  Bruns- 
wick, ifbo,  having  refuled  to  be  included 
in  the  armistice  at  Wagram,  and  traversed 
hostile  Germany  witb  bis  little  band,  bad 
at  length  here  terminated  his  Kfe  in  a 
manner  go  worthy  of  his  own  conduct, 
and  tbe  race  from  wbicb  he  sprung?  Nb 
one  could  speak  on  tbis  point  so  well  as 
tbe  doke  of  Wellington  himself.  His 
grace  bad  written  a  prrvsfte  letter  to  the 
earl  of  Aberdeen,  with  intelligence  of  bis 
brother's  death,  an  extract  of  which  letter 
be  begged  leave  to  read  to  tbeir  lordsbtpa. 
^ter  adverting  to  the  events  of  the  day, 
and  to  the  death  of  sir  Alexander  Gordon, 
the  duke  of  Wellington  expressed  binfseif 
thus :— '« I  cknnot  express,  in  adeqoatb 
terms,  the  srief  which  I  f^el  in  contem* 
plating  the  loss  wbich  we  have  si^tained 
m  tbe  death  of  so  many'valOed  friends. 
lYie  glory  of  ^ch  actions  is  Yio  tonsola- 
tion  to  me,  and  I  cannot  suggest  it  as  m 
consolation  to  you  r  but  a  result  so  d^i^ 
sive  will  in  ell  probability  be  followed  by 
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ibe  tarly  aUatnm^Dlof  the  jutiobjecl  of 
onr  wiftbet  and  ezertioos*  and  this  niav 
afford  o*  soma  contolation  for  our  loss* ' 
In  looking  at  the  list  of  the  wounded^  their 
^rdfthipft  foond  the  name  of  the  brave 
aafl  of  Uxbridge,  who  had  headed  every 
charge  of  cavalry  himtelf-~(HeRr,  bear  !}. 
Tbeir  lordibipt  would  also  find  many 
aamea  whjch  mi^st  be  familiar  to  them 
tfvm  the  frequent  mention  which  had  been 
Made  of  th^m  on  the  account  of  their  ser* 
.ficeji  in  the  Peninsula;  and  at  the  head 
of  the  list  they  would  see  the  name  of  that 
gallant  youth  the  hereditary  Prince  of 
Qrange>  who  had  shed  his  blood  in  de* 
fence  of  the  Netherlands,  and  thereby 
^c^uired  a  better  title  to  those  dominions 
than .  mere  formalities  could  afford*  It 
would  be  in  vain  to  attempt  to  do  justice 
to  the  merits  of  all  those  who  fell,  of 
Ijioie.who  were  wQunded,  and  those  who 
escaped ;  and  he  should,  therefore,  refrain 
from  a  selection  of  any  particular  indivi* 
duals,  lest  the  distinction  should  appear 
invidious.  It.  remained  only  for  him  to 
advert  to  the  conduct  of  marshal  prince 
£lucber  and  the  Prussians,  to  wbom,as  part 
of  the  allied  forces  engaged  in  these  memo- 
liable  transactions,  it  was  his  intention  to 
IQove  their  lordships  thanks.  The  duke  of 
Wellington  had  expressed  in  strong  terms 
the  assistance  which  he^ad  received  from 
M^  Prussians,  Without  that  assistance, 
^Oijugh  the  attack  of  the  enemy  would 
not  have  succeeded,  he  could  not  have,  in 
his  turn,  mad^  that  attack  on  the  enemy 
ivhiph  had  terminated  in  his  complete 
rout  and  overthrow.  Prince  Blucher  him- 
ielfj  worn  out  with  the  constant  exertions 
of  the  preceding  days,  had  retired  to  bed ; 
but  as  soon  as  he  received  intelligence 
that  the.  duke  of  Wellington  was  attacked, 
be  rose  from  bed,  and  himself  headed 
a  corps  to  assist  the  British  troops.  He 
bopg  all  night  on  the  rear  of  the  retreating 
enemy,  and  no  doubt  amply  avenged  the 
fate  of  thoae  brare  Prussians  whp  had 
fallen  in  the  battle  of  the  16^h,  by  their 
refusal  to  take  quarter.  He  had  now, 
then,  only  to  moTe  their  lordships, 
"That  the  Thanks  of  this  House  be 

fftven  to  Field  Marshal  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
ington.  Knight  of  the  most  noble  Order  of 
the  Garter,  for  the  consummate  ability, 
unexampled  exertion,  and  irresistible  ar- 
dour displayed  bv  him  on  the  18th  of 
June,  on  which  day  the  decisive  victory 
over  the  enemy,  commanded  bv  Buona- 
parte in  person,  was  obtained  by  his  grace, 
With  the  Allied  troops  under  bis  cora- 
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mand,  and  in  conjanciion  with  the  troops 
under  the  command  of  Marshal  Prince 
Biucher,  whereby  the  military  glory  of 
the  British  nation  baa  been  exalted,  and 
the  territory  of  his  Majesty'a  ally  the 
King  of  the  Netherlands,  has  beeo  pro* 
tected  from  invasion  and  spoil." 

The  Marquis  of  Lamdaime  said,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  add  any  thing  to  the 
statement  of  the  noble  earl  opposite, 
the  observations  which  he  made  oo  the 
circumstances  attending  thia  splendid 
achievement,  and  the  merits  of  thoae  who 
bad  fallen,  whose  .loss  the  noble,  earl  had 
so  feelingly  deplored  ;  yet  ia  the  absence 
of  those  who,  if  present,  would,  with  far 
greater  grace  and  ability,  have  gif  en  their 
sanation  to  thia  motion,  he  coi^d  not  bring 
himself  to  give  a  mere  silent  vote ;  and, 
therefore,  on  this  most  brilliaot*  and  at 
the  sajne  time  most  awful  event,  which 
had  occurred  during  bis  own  life,  or  the 
lives  of  any  of  their  lordships,  he  should, 
with  their  lordships'  permission,  aay  a  few 
words.  He  was  the  more  indaced  to  do 
so  from  this  circumstance,  that  when  he 
first  heard  of  the  proposition,  he  had  felt 
some  hesitation  whether  he  should  comply 
with  iu  That  hesitation,  however,  was 
not  founded  on  any  doubt  whatever  as  to 
the  magnitude  and  importance  of  the  soc- 
cess,  but. on  the  appearance  which  the 
vote. would  carry,  of  anticipating  those 
great  conseqaences  which  might  probably 
epsue,  but  ijie  extent  of  which  they  cooid 
not  then  completely  appreciate.:  bat 
when  he  considered  all  the  cireumstancea 
of  this  transaction, — when  be  considered 
the  important  consequencea  which  most 
result  froh  it,  independent  of  it^  military 
or  political  efi^ects,-— when  .  he  conteoH 
plated  the  fieldL  of  battle  aa  the  sceae 
where,  from  the  talents  of  the  respective 
chiefs,  the  rival  qualities  of  the  ^rpopsof 
two  nations  were  displayed),  and  tbe 
powers  of  every  officer  and  every  private 
soldier  were  brought  to.  a  poblic  trial, 
and  then  looked  at  the  resuU »  gJreat  and 
indubitable  as  he  held  it  tp  he,  it  was  im- 
possible for  him  tp  abstain  froin  doing  all 
in  his  power  to  render  the  record  of  that 
result  as  interminable  and  imperiabable  ss 
the  glory  which  had  been  acquired  by  it. 
It  was  not  improper,  therefore,  io  the  pre- 
sent instance,  to  agree  to  ^hla  pry>poaitioD, 
even  before  they  could  be  apprised  of  iu 
immediate  military  or  politiqal  conse- 
quences. .  The  event  of  this  day  would,  ia 
its  effects,  extend  far  beypnd  the  fate  of 
those  who  were  engaged  ia  it— beyond 
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the  other  eTonts  and  interestSi  great  as 
lliey  were»  of  the  preient  times.  It  was 
one  of  those  events  which  formed  the 
most  valuable  part  of  national  property 
and  history  ;  and  like  events'  of  that  de- 
scription, to  none  of  which  this  was  infe« 
rior,  it  woald  become  one  of  the  clearest 
titles  of  the  glory  of  the  nation,  the  char- 
ter of  its  fame.  He  should  therefore  give 
his^  cordial  concorrence  in  voting  for  a 
monament  as  imperishable  as 'the 'glory 
which  bad  been  gained  by  the  transaction 
and  the  means  by  which  it  had  been 
achieved.  '  He  wisned-to  be  understood 
as  likewise  concurring  in  the  vote  about 
to  be'proposed  for  a  further  provision  for 
the  duke  of  Wellington,  as  an  additional 
testimony  of  the  sense  entertained  by 
Parliament  and  the  country  of  his 'trans* 
cendent  services.  The  splendour  and  na- 
tional importance  of  the  event'  was  sueh 
«6  almost  to  stifle  the  feeling  of  individual 
calamity,  and  to '  make  us  look  upon  the 
brave  who  bad  •  fallen  as  we  regard  the 
late  of  thoae  '<qoos  neque  lugeri  neque 
plangi  fas  eu/'— [Hear,  bear !] 
•  The  Vote  of  Thanks  to  the  duke  of 
Wellington  having  been  agreed  to  nan. 
dis.,  earl  Bathurst  then  moved  the  Thanks 
of  the  House  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  the 
earl  of  Uxbridge,  lord  Hill,  baron  Alten, 
general  Barnes,  lord  £•  Somerset,  and  se* 
vteral  other  officers  of  distinction ;  which 
was  carriedr  His  lordship  also  moved  a 
Resolution  of  Thanks  to  marshal  Prince 
Blucber,  to  the  Prussian  army,  and  to  the 
troops  of  the  Allies  under  the  orders  of 
the  duke  of  Wellmgton.  It  was  agreed 
to.  [See  the  Resolutions  in  this  day's  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Commonsr] 

PaiNCB  Rbgbnt's  Mbssagb  bbspecting 

AN   ADDITIONAL   GaANT   TO    THE   DUKB   OF 

WfiLLiNGTON.]  The  order  of  the  day  for 
considering  the  Prince  Regent's  Message 
being  read, 

.  The  Earl  of  Liverpool  rose  and  observed, 
that  he  thought  it  unnecessary  long  to 
occupy,  the*  attention  of  the  House  upon 
the  subject  of  the  motion  which  he  was 
about  .to  submit,  especially  after  the  elo- 
quent speeches  of  his  noble  friend,  and  of 
the  noble  marquis  on  the  other  side,  with 
regard  to  the  merits  of  the  great  Com- 
mandcr#^  and  the  illustrious  army,  to  wbom 
the  country  owed  such  a  splendid  triumph. 
He  doubted  whether  it  was  in  the  power 
of  words  to  add  to  the  eulogy  which  the 
House  bad  heard;  but  he  felt  that  it  was 
ii»t.in  his  power  to  offer  any  thing  which 
(VOL.  XXXI.)     V 


would  not  serve  rather  to  weaken  tha 
effect  of  that  eulogy.  He  was,  however, 
called  upon  to  propose  a  measmre  calcu* 
lated  farther  to  commemorate  the  .  glory 
of  the  duke  of  Wellington,  by  erectmg  to 
himself  and  to  his  family  a  living  montt^ 
ment  of  national  gratitude.  Their  lord* 
ships  would  consider  the  -  nature  of  our 
constitution,  and  what  was  one  of  the 
principal  objects  of  that  branch  of  the 
constitution  which  they  composed.-  That 
object  evidently  was  to  transmit  to  poste- 
rity an  hereditary  distinction  of  the  talents 
and  virtue  of  the  country ;  and  he  would 
ask  whether  a  case  had  ever  occurred  m 
which  any  individual  was  more  eminentl]^ 
entitled  to  have  his  merits  so  recorded «« 
[Hear,  hear!]  A  stronger  claim  to  na- 
tional gratitude  could  not,  indeed,  be  ad- 
duced. It  was,  in  fact,  doe  in  justice,  not 
only  to  this  illustrious  individual  himself, 
but  to  the  nation,  to  confer  upon  him  the 
highest  honour.  For  it  was  obviously  the 
best  policy  of  the  nation  to  show  that  it 
was  never  wanting  in  gratitude  to  those 
who  bravely  fought  for  its  defence  and 
security — who  ,  contributed  to  exalt  and 
establish  the  national  glory.  For  all  his- 
tory had  shown,  that  when  a  nation  had 
lost  its  martial  spirit,  whatever  other  vir* 
tues  it  retained,  it  soon  became  a  prey  to 
some  jealous  enemy.  As  to  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  vote  which  he  meant  to  pro* 
pose,  he  had  to  state  a  few  facts.  He  had 
the  honour  of  being  one  of  the  trustees 
appointed  to  superintend  the  application 
of  the  sum  which  the  liberality  of  Parlia* 
ment  bad  granted  as  a  provision  for  the 
family  of  lord  Wellington.  Last  year 
500,000/.  was  granted,  and  it  was  stipu- 
lated that  out  of  that  sum  100,000/.  should 
be  applied  for  the  construotion  of  a  suit- 
able mansion.  But  the  trustees,  afler  the 
most  indefatigable  inquiry,  found  that  thii 
stipulation  could  not  be  consistently  exe- 
cuted—that indeed  it  would  be  impossiblo 
to  construct  or  procure  an  appropriate 
mansion  for  the  money  allotted  to  that 
purpose — that,  as  a  monument  of  national 
taste,  and  of  the^  honour  doe  to  the  family 
of  this  great  hero,  it  would  be  impracti- 
cable to  accomplish  the  object.  Nay,  ho 
could  go  farther.  It  was  found,  that  if 
an  obligation  were  imposed  upon  the 
trustees  to  purchase  or  erect  a  suitable 
mansion,  a  proper  estate  could  not  be  ob* 
tained  without  sinking  such  a  sum  as 
would  not  leave  sufficient  revenue  for  the 
support  of  the  dignity  of  the  duke  of  Wei* 
lington  and  his  family.  Then,  after  lucb 
fsR) 
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an  aQtion  m  that  of  tha  16th  of  JaM-^ 
ftTier  a  victory  wihich  combined  all  the 
Tirioaa .  that  belonged  lo  hit  former 
acbievemeiUs— >which  presaaiad  a  display 
9f  all  tha  great  qoalitiet  of  a  general, 
whether  for  defemiTe  or  ofientiTO  warfare 
*->whether  for  reaiftaBca  or  atiack-*-wha« 
tber  for  gallaiitry»  perseverance,  or  •kill*^ 
be  woahJ  aak«  whether,  after  a  victory  on- 
pacaHeJed  in  history,  Parliament  ooutd  be 
conceived  to  do  its  duty,  if  it  merely  con* 
fined  itself  to  a  vote  of  thaftkf»  and  de« 
ciined*  to  present  any  further  evidence  of 
poblic  gratitude  to  the  valiant  leader  of 
auch  a  signal  victory,if  i4  refused  to  make 
an  adequate  provision  for  this  celebrated 
conqueror  and  his  Caaiily'— (Hear,  bear  I] 
«-^if  it  left  that  family,  ailer  all  bis  emi- 
neot  services,  in  a, state  of  incapacity  to 
maintain  iu  proper  splendour.  If  any 
thing  more  than  the  duke  of  Wellington's 
public  services  «e«e  necessary,  to  interest 
their  lordships  or  to  induce  the  Htmse  to 
tcquicece  in  the  motion  be  meaat  to  sub* 
mit,  he  had  to  urge  the  merit  of  thai  die* 
tinguished  individuara  pereonat  character* 
Be  had  for  many  years  .been  both  per- 
aoAaliy  and  polittddiy  coaoecied  with  the 
duke-of  WeUingtMi.  He  had,  tlierefore. 
bad  ample  opportunity  of  witnemiug  his 
grace's  disposition^  and  he  could  hear  uo* 
qualified  testiouony  to.  his  extreme  disin- 
terested Bess»  He  had  known  hmi  inU- 
mately  in  his  official  communications,  and 
be  bad  found  that  this  gallant  warrior, 
while  commanding  on  the  Peninsula,  and 
even  when  poor,  never  received,  for  some 
yenrs^  hie  due  official  allowance.  Yet  be 
never  apphed  for  it«  Although  be  made 
many  applications  for  the  benefit  of  others, 
he  never  made  any  for  himself— [Hear, 
bear !  ]  After  farther  enforcing  the  justice 
and  f  dlicy  of  the  measure,  with  a  view 
to  gratify  the  feelings  of  Parliament  and 
t^e  public,  the  noble  lord  concluded  with 
raoviog  a  Resolution,  in  pursuance  of  the 
Prince  Regent's  Message,  that  the  House 
would  concur  in  grantlug  such  additionel 
provnion'.to  field-marshal  the  duke  of  Wet- 
Jington,  as  might  be  necessary  to  afibrd  a 
farther  proof  of  the  opinion  entertained  by 
Parliament  of  his  transcendent  services, 
and  of  the  gratitude  of  the  British  nation. 
The  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to. 
Adjourned  till  Monday* 
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Lord  GasflnvofA,  in  rising  lo  cell  Ibe  nU 
tention  of  ^  House  to  the  last  eplendid 
triumph  of  the  British  arass,  was  nt  n  loss 
to  express  the  feelings  which  be  expe« 
rienced  in  common  with  ell  wbo  beard 
him.    On  varipus  occasions  be  hnd   had 
the  honour  to  addrem  them  on  tbc  ex- 
ploits of  that  itiustrioos  Commander,  wbo 
was  the  aubject  of  the  motion  witk  which 
he    shooM  conclude;   but    never,    even 
among  the  mighty  achieveBMntn  which 
had  swelled  our  military  reaown,  since 
that  exalted  character  waa  placed  nt  the 
bead  of  our  armyi  had  it  been  hie  lot  to 
submit  to  Parlinment  a  propoaition  foond- 
ed  on  an  event  so  glorious  ^ns  ihni  which 
called  for  the  enpreMion  of  tbeir  gmtitodc 
this  day.    The  present  wsa  n  trtumpb  of 
such    a   eharacter,    thsl,    withoni    dis- 
paragement  to  ihoae    actions  m   which 
his  great  genius  bad  formerly  dioplayed 
itaelf*     be   migbl   ny    of    it — it    bad 
never  happened,  even  to  bim^  lo    con* 
fer  so  great  a    benefit  on  hie    country 
before.    It  Was  an  acbievemeiil  of  ^  such 
high  merit,  of  sncb  pre-eminent  import- 
ance, al  had  never  perhaps  graced    the 
annals  of  this  or  any  other  conniry  UU 
now;    and  when  considered,   not   only 
with  a  view  toHhe  immedistc  loaa  inflicted 
on  the  enemy,  bol  with  reference  to  the 
moral  effeci  which  it  asnat  be  expected  to 
produce  on  the  war  now  oonamenced,  ta 
the  issue  of  which  the  fate  of  this  coontrj, 
of  Btrrope*  and  the  world  were  ao  ckee/y 
bound  up^  it  must  be  felt  f hot  it  opened  to 
our  view,  a  prospect  so  cheering,  and  lo 
tranaeendenlly   bright,  that  no  language 
could  de  justice  to  the  feelings  ii  most 
naturally  inspire.    He  sincerely  felt  this 
to  be  one  of  those  instances  in  which  the 
victory  gained  must  be  deprectnied  by 
the  inadequacy  of  language  faitlifolly  » 
represent  the  Vast  service  performed.  *  He 
might,  therefore,  do  best  to  abstain  from 
ofiering  any  observations  of  his  owi^  to 
introduce  the  vote  which  he  had  lo  propow, 
satisfied,  as  he  wa%  that  those  to  whom  be 
addressed  himsell^  would  act  from  what 
their  own  feelings>  their  own  understand- 
ings, and  their  own  hearte  snggeated,  and 
not  upon  any  thing  that  nngbt  fall  from 
him.    But  there  were  some  dteiingnisbed 
features  in  this  victory  which  he  ooold  net 
be  contend  to  pnsa  over  in  silence.    U 
most  be  felt,  that  there  waa  in  tbie  case 
something  in  the  situation  o^  the 
armies,  which,  without  at  all 
from  the  high  meril  and  military  akiU  of 
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allied  force  in  the  position  it  had  oecopied, 
gaiFe  the  em^my  a  decided  adrantage  ra 
the  first  instance.  The  war  not  VniTing 
actnally  commenced,  though  certainly  it 
had  been  understood  it  was  immedialely 
to  break  out,  had  caosed  arrangements  to 
be  made  diflR;rent  from  those  which  might 
otherwise  have  been  thought  necessary. 
The  combined  armies,  it  had  been  fbond 
expedient  to  distribute  where  sustevance 
could  most  conveniently  be  procored.  In 
the  then  sitoation  of  things  their  poficy 
Was  evidently  to  act  on  the  dtftnmre  ^  aiid 
conseq<itently  the  power  which  had  to 
ehoose'the  period  for  acting  on  the  offen* 
sive,  most  necessarily  have  an  advairtage 
over  the  Allies,  from  the  extent  of  their 
line,  in  that  part  of  it  against  which  it 
might  think  fit  to  direct  its  first  attack. 
This  was  unavoidable,  as  the  enemy  had 
the  choice  of  the  point  on  which  he  would 
commence  his  operations,  and  as  the  Duke 
of  Wellington  and  Prince  Blocher  could 
not  concentrate  their  forces  without  leaving 
ia  large  portion  of  the  frontier  of  thedomi« 
niotis  of  the  King  of  the  Netherlands  open 
to  the  incursions  of  the  French.  This, 
without  militating  in  the  slightest  decree 
against  the  skill  of  the  commanders, 
necessarily  gave  the  enemy,  in  the  first 
Instance,  the  advantage  he  had  described, 
A  person  in  the  sitoation  of  Baonapart6, 
would  naturally,  and,  he  might  say,  pro- 
perly consider,  while  contemplating  the 
operations  about  to  be  commenced  by  the 
armies  now  assembling  along  the  whole 
line  of  the  frontier  of  the  country  under 
his  control,  that  the  course  which  it  was 
fer  him  to  take,  was  that  which  he  (Boo- 
iiapart€)  had  determined  upon  taking. 
Whatever  might  be  the  risk  of  aesalUng 
the  armies  under  the  duke  of  WeMingten 
and  prince  Blocher,  it  was  obvious  that  if 
lie  could  bring  them  into  action  before 
they  could  be  supported  by  the  amies 
ad^ancinr  to  co-operate  with  them,  the 
chance  of  succesa  would  be  greater  than 
that  which  would  remain  to  him  alter  they 
bad  actually  got  op.  Buonapart6  consi- 
dering '  this,  had  ceitainly  formed  bis 
resolve  with  aril  that  judgment  and  deci* 
sion  of  character  which  belonged  to  him, 
wheir  he  determined  on  the  forward  more- 
inent  thai  led  to  those  operations  which 
bad  teminated  so  gloriouidy  far  the  British 
and  their  Allies.  In  considering  the 
stmoont  of  the  fbrce  by  which  the  attack 
had  been  nade^  if  should  be  remembered 
that  besidea  the  linperlal  Guards,  Buona- 
partif  had  undferhim  thefire  moet  complete 


corps  of  the  French  amy,  arid  mt(r\j  the 
whole  W  ita  caimlry  and  artillery*  it  waa 
but  juatice  fo  the  enedty  to  sar^  ihm  in 
rhe  aetfona  which  had  taken  place,  Hiey 
had  fooght  with  defermkied  courage,  tmd 
well  sustahied  the  renown  they  had 
acquired,  in  former  Wart*  This  cirtium- 
stance  served  hot  lo  add  to  the  luatre  ^ 
the  ariumph  obtahted,  as  ft  had  beeik 
gained  over  art  army  composed  of  the 
most  experteawed  and  best  diitciplined 
sol<^er»  in  the  werTd.  The  numlier  of 
tvoopa  who  had  fought  under  Buonapart4 
could  not  he  estinratH  >f  ftessthan  T3(),000; 
and  perhaps  rhey  would  nut  be  over- 
rated if  they  were  taken  tt  l40.(X)d. 
They  certainly  were  the  flower  of  ihe 
Prenrch  army,  hroa^ght  together  fr0m  M 
parts  of  Europe  where  iTiey  had  been 
prisoners  or  otherwise  dispersed,  and  cory- 
centrated  for  the  purpose  of  making  thia 
first  attack.  They-  were  in  a  high  state  Of 
organisation  before  the  return  of  Buona* 
part€  to  Franee ;  and  since  bis  restoretioa 
to  power  during  the  last  few  months,  every 
care  and  preparation  had  been  accumu« 
lated  upon  them  to^add  to  their  efl&ciency. 
It  was  obviously  the  design  of  the  enemy 
to  bring  the  whole  strength  of  his  army  to 
hear  on  the  Prussians  and  English,  in  the 
hope  that  striking  one  greait  blow  arg^rnst 
them  before  the  other  allied  forces  cooM 
get  op,  a  most  important  object  would^  be 
eii^ctedv  and  the  hi^pes  of  the  Allies  so 
considersrbly  diminished,  as  to  give  him. 
advantages  which  he  could  not  expect 
by  other  means  to  secure.  It  appeared 
that,  in  consequence  of  his  being  eble  to 
bring  superidr  numbers  against  any  one 
part  of  the  line  of  the  Allies',  on  the  ISHi 
he  succeeded  in*  forcing  the-  Prussians 
hack,  and  on  the  lOth,  in  consequence  of 
the  superior  numbersi  which'  the  enemy 
could  bring  against  him,  it  had  beeii 
thought  advisable  by  prince  Blucherte 
foil  back  upon  Wane,  to  strengthen 
himself  by  means  of  the  approaching 
force  of  general  Bolow.  Notwithstanding 
the  intrepidity  for  which  the  Prussiarts  had 
ai^vaya  been  distinguished',  and  with  which 
they  would  ever  fight  under  a  commander 
so  dbarto  then  as  prince  Blucher,  yet  the 
French  had  advanced  in  such  masaea 
■gainst  them,  that  his  postr  had  been 
dkriven  in,  and  he  had  been  forced  to  druft 
back  his  right  wing.  The  wh6le  of  the 
operations  of  BoonapartS'on  thatday  were 
not  directed  against  the  Prussian  army. 
Two  divisions  were  sent  against  <he  Bng^ 
lish.     Tbete  were  net   by  a'  body  ^ 
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•lOiOOO  vtfD,  aod  this  imall  force  had 
giveii  an  earnest  'of  ihe  eicertions  which 
werjB  to  be  made  by  the- army  on  this 
occasion,  by  repelling  the  attacks  of  the 
two  divisions  of  Buonaparte's  armyi  and 
VMuntaining  their  position  till  the  close  of 
the  day.  The  dake  of  Wellington  had, 
in  the  first  instance,  taken  up.  a  posi- 
tion before  the  commencement  of  opera- 
tions on  the  spot  on  which  he  thought  the 
battle  oagbt  to  be  fought.  Marshal 
prince  Blucher,  however,  having  found 
it  necessary  to  draw  his  right  woig  in 
closer,  and  to  unite  with  the  army  under 
general  BuloW|  it  became  necessary  ibr 
the  English  to  fall  back.  In  this  situation 
things  stood  on  the  evening  of  the  17  th, 
when  Napoleon  having,  as  be  believed  at 
the  time^  such  an  advantage  over-  the 
Prottians,  that  it  was  unnecessary  longer 
to.  direct  so  considerable  a  portion  offeree 
against  them,  totally  changed  the  plan  of 
hu  operations.  He,  now  sent  but  one  di* 
.  vision  to  watch  the  Prussians,  and  united 
the  rest  of  his  army  on  the  neighbouring 
heights  to  act  against  the  force  under  the 
duke  of  Wellington.  From  this  statement 
the  House  would  see  more  distinctly  than  it 
appeared  from  the  dispatch  of.  the  British 
commander,  who,  from  that  innate  modesty 
which  distinguished  his  character,  had  not 
dwelt  on  the  fact,  that  at  this  period  he 
was  immediatel}''  opposed  to  him  who  bad 
been  called  the  greatest  Captain  of  his 
age — (Hear !  Hear  1)  Though .  it  was  not 
generslly  known,  this  was  the  situation  in 
which  he  had  been  placed,  and  in ,  this 
aituation  for  nine  hours  had  he  succes- 
sively repulsed  all  the  attacks  made  by 
the  French  army  directed  by  Buonaparte 
in  person.  The  powerful  and  often  re- 
peated efforts  directed  against  him  wholly 
failed.  It  was  impossible  for  him  ade- 
quately to  describe  the  merits  of  this 
action.  During  the  whole  day  the  British 
iine  stood  immoveabl^«  aod  there  was  no 
species  of  heroism,  or  of  military  science, 
tvhich  could  adorn  a  field  of  battle,  which 
was  not  here  displayed  by  the  duke  of 
Wellington. — (Hear,  hear !)  It  would  be 
invidious  to  make  a  distinction  between 
the  different  troops  engaged,  where  almost 
all  displayed  equr*l  merit*  Great,  how- 
ever, as  that  merit  was,  it  was  fit  that  he 
should  remark,  that  with  the  exception  of 
the  English  force,  the  army  engaged  might 
be  called  a  green  army,  as  those  who 
composed  it  bad,  for  the  most  part,  never 
been  in-  action  before.  The  greater  part 
of  the  force  engaged   bad  been  newly 


levied,  so  that  the  duke  of  Wellington 
(with  the  exception  of  the  English  army) 
Was  at  the  head  of  troops  almost  wholly 
unaccustomed  to  war*     The  Allied  army, 
from  the  very  nature  of  its  const! totioo, 
must  have  been  more  difficult  to  maoagt 
than  an  army  consisting  only  of  the  troopi 
of  one  nation.     It  was  a  yonng  army  op- 
posed to  the  most  experienced  soldiers  ia 
£urope ;  and,  besides,  it  was  to  be  remem- 
bered, that  2Ji,000  men  under  the   prince 
of  Orange,  had  been  detached  from  the 
army  on  the  18th;  and  when  the  other 
deductions  which  had  been  made,  were 
taken  into  consideration,  it  would  be  seea 
with  astonishment,  that  the   nnniber  of 
men  who  remained  under  the  command 
of  the  duke  of  Wellington  could  not  exceed 
64',OUO.-pHe    had  described   the    coorss 
which  had  been  taken,  up  to  the  momeot 
when  the  British  coo^mander  found  him- 
self able  to  act  on  the  offensive.     On  this, 
as  on  former  occasions,  it  was  proper  that 
it  should  be  known  how  much  we  were 
indebted  to  the  cordial  assistance  afiorded 
by  our  Allies.     On  this  meroorab/e  day, 
we  owed  much  to  the  iliostrioos  warriors 
of  Prussia— (Hear!)    Had  they  not  done 
as  they  did,  the  duke  of  Wellington,  con- 
sistently with  those  military  principles  by 
which  his  conduct  was  regulated,  could 
not  have  acted  on  the  offensive.    Had  not 
they  shown  themselves  as  they  had  done, 
to  promise  success  if  the  attack  should  not 
be  in  the  first  instance  unfortunate,  to  pre- 
vent disaster  if  it  failed ;  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington would  not  have  been  able  to  take 
that  course  which  the  energy  of  bis  mind 
prompted,  and  which  was  encoa raged  by 
the  example  of  his  person.    It  was  painfiil 
to  reflect  that  that  invaluable    life   bad 
been  exposed  to  more  danger  than  that 
of  the  meanest  soldier.     The    comwoo 
soldier  had  only  his  local  duties  to  per- 
form, but  the   duke  of  Wellington  was 
every  where  in  the  heat  of  the  action,  and 
every  where  in  the  presence  of  danger— 
(Hear,  hear !)— Having  remained  on  tbe 
defensive  for  nine  hours,  the  oiooient  at 
length  arrived  when  he  saw  there  was  s 
prospect  of  acting  on  the  offensive  with 
success.     He  then  ordered  the  line  to  ad- 
vance.   The  sliock  was  irresistible— the 
French  could  not  resist  our  attacks  as  we 
bad    resisted    theirs;    their    ranks  were 
broken—- their  ^st  line  thrown  in  disord^ 
on  the  second ;  they  were  compelled  to 
fly  in  the  greatest  confusion,   and  th« 
English  and  their  Allies  became  masters 
of  at  least  (as  he  should  suppose)  half  the 
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artillery  of  the  enemy.  He  appi^heoded 
such  splendid  tropbiei  of  Tictory  bad 
ne?er  before  been  captttred  under  such 
crrcuoistances.— What  the  final  re»nlt 
Blight  be,  be  could  not  yet  tay ;  but  it  waa 
glorious  to  .reflect  thai  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington was^enabled  at  the  close  of  a  day 
in  which  he.  had  obtained  a  most  splendid 
victory^  to  hand  over  the  porsnit  to  tbe 
Prussian  army,  which,  compared  with  the 
English  or  the  French  army,  was  fresh,  and 
ready  to  receive  the  charge— (Hear,  hear !) 
*-«The  plan  of  Buonaparte,  however  com- 
pletely frustrated,  did  not  appear  to  have 
been  unwise ;  for  if  he  could  not  beat  the 
forces  under  the  duke  of  Wellington,  and 
prince  Blucber  while  they  were  unsup- 
ported, he  could  have  no  hope  of  finding 
a  more  favourable  opportunity  when  the 
Allied  armies,  now  advancing,  should  have 
come  up*  Defeated  by  the  valour  and 
the  military  skill  opposed  to  him,  be  was 
now  thrown  back  upon  France,  and  new 
atrengib  was  added  to  the  Confederated 
Powers.  '  The  painful  reflections  which 
must  be  caused  by  the  loss  we  had  sus- 
tained, he  would  not  enlarge  upon  on  this 
occasion.  The  frfends  of  those  who  had 
fallen,  would  have  tbe  best  consolation 
that  great  and  feeling  minds  could  know 
under  such  a  calamity.  Their  distress 
would  be  softened  by  the  reflection,  that 
their  relations  had  laid  down  their  lives 
in  a  cause  the  most  just,  and  in  achieving 
a  victory,  than  which  one  more  glorious 
never  adorned  the  annals  of  this  or  any 
other  country. — It  might  be  unjust  to  par* 
licularize  individuals,  where  all  had  de- 
served so  well  of  their  country ;  but  some 
of  the  officers  who  had  fallen  in  the  late 
operations,  were  so  particularly  well  known 
to  the  naiion  at  large  from  their  former 
services,  that  it  was  impossible  for  any 
man,  who  had  even  known  nothing  of 
them  personal iy,  to  refrain  from  the  live- 
liest expressions  of  sorrow  on  learning 
their  fate,  if,  on  this  day,  be  did  not 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  more  par- 
ticularly to  them,  it  was  because  he  was 
afraid,  if  he  attempted  to  do  so  in  the 
present  instance,  some  names  might  un- 
avoidably be  omitted,  which  ought  not  to 
be  overlooked.  He  would,  therefore,  now 
confine  himself  to  the  more  grateful  duty, 
*-to  that  which  was  most  exhilarating  at 
the  commencement  of  a  new  war  like  the 
present.  He  was  happy  to  be  enabled 
thus  early  in.  the  contest  to  call  upon  the 
House  to  pay  that  tribute  which,  they  most 
feel  th^y  so  deeply  owed  to  the  officers 


and  men  engaged  In  this  glorious  action^ 
by  recording  tbe  exfftresiton  of  their  gra- 
titude to  them  and  to  our  Allies.  The 
confederated  soldiers  who  bad  fought 
under  the  duke  of  Wellington,  the  sub- 
jects of  tbe  king  of  the. Netherlands,  th^: 
Hinoveriaos,  and  the  duke  of  Brunswick's 
corps,  were  entitled  to  the  Thanks  of  that 
House,  as  well  as  our  own  countrymen; 
and  the  Prussian  army  bad  the  same  claima 
on  our  gratitude.  He  felt  that  any  further 
attempt  on  his  part  to  bring  the  subject 
qnder  the  consideration  of  tbe  House, 
would  be  worse  than  useless,  and  would 
therefJDre  conclude.  Tbe  noble  lord  then 
moved, 

•<  That  tbe  Thanks  of  this  House  bo 
given  to  field -marshal  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington, Knight  of  tbe  most  noble  Order 
of  the  Garter^  for  tbe  consummate  ability, 
unexampled  exertion,  and  irresistible  ar« 
dour,  displayed  by  him  on  the  18th  of 
June,  on  which  day- the  decisive  victory 
over  the  enemy,  commanded  by  Buo- 
naparte in  person,  was  obtained  by  hi* 
grace,  with  tbe  Allied  troops  under  his 
command^  and  in  conjunction  with  tbe 
troops  under  the  command  of  marshal 
Prince  Blucber,  whereby  the  military 
glory  of  the  British  nation  has  been  ex- 
alted, and  the  territory  of  bis  Majesty'is 
ally  the  King  of  the  Netherlands;  has  been 
protected  from  invasion  and  spoil/' 

This  motion  was  carried  in  the  affirma- 
tive, tiemme  caniradiccnie.  (The  Speech  and 
Motion  were  followed  by  loud  and  long 
cheering.] 

Lord  Catilereagh  begged  shortly  to  call 
the  attention  of  the>Ho«se  to  the  distin- 
guished merit  of  the  prince  of  Orange* 
wbo  stood  first  in  the  next  Resolution  bet 
should  have  to  propose^  :  (t-^was  a  pfoud 
reflection  for  Europe,  that  -  in  that  illos* 
trious  young  warrior  they,  had  a  soldier 
bred  in  the  school,  and  in  the  principled 
of  the  duke  of  Wellington.  He  had  al- 
ready distinguished  himself  in  war,  and  it 
was  to  be  hoped  that  the  whole  course  of 
his  life  would  prove  him  true  to  those 
principles  which  he  had  received  from 
that  distingoished  xhief,  and  anxious  to 
contribate  in  every  possible  way  to  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  Europe.  To  show 
that  the  sentimenu  of  the  prince  of  Orange 
had  already  produced  the  best  spirit  in 
the  Netherlands,  he  referred  to  a  letter 
which  be  had  received  from  the  Dutck 
Ambassador,  in  which  it  was  stated,  that 
nothing  could  exceed  tbe  good  conduct 
and  tbe  fidelity  of  the  Belgians  to  the 
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»nm  of  the  AlKes.  Ho  nosi  look  occa* 
■ion  to  laoMiil  the  ilooih  of  |he  ^kc  of 
Bruoflwicit,  who  bod  diod  while  ighling 
wilb  that  Toloor  which  ho  hopod  would 
over  dittiDgotUi  the  .prince^  of  hit  illoa* 
teious  Hoose,    He  then  moved, 

<«  That  the  Thanks  of  thia  Hosat  bo 

fWen  to  fieiieral  hia  royal  higbneaa  the 
rtnco  of  Oraoge,  Knight  Grand  CroM  of 
ihe  BBoat  honourable  Miliiarf  Order  of 
tho  Batb;  I ieoieoani- generals  the  enrl  of 
Uxbridge»  K.  G.  C.  B. ;  lord  HiN,  K.  G; 
C.  B. ;  sir  Henry  Clinton,  K.  G.  C.  B. ; 
Charles  baron  Alton,  Knight  ConsBiandeir 
of  the  moat  honourable  Order  of  tho 
Bath ;  major-generals  lir  Henry  Hinoher, 
K.  C.  B. ;  sir  John  Ormsby  Vandeleur, 
iL  C.  B. ;  Geo.  Cooke,  sir  James  Ktmpt, 
K.  C.  B. ;  sir  William,  I>ornberg,  K.  C.  B. ; 
air  Edward  Barnes,  K.  C.  B. ;  sir  Jolin 
Byng.  K.  C.  B. ;  atr  Deonia  Pack,  K.  C.  B; 
lord  Edward  Somerset,  K.  C.  B. ;  air  John 
Lambert,  K.  C.  B. ;  sir  Col^oboun  Grant, 
K.  C.  Bb ;  Peregrine  Maitland,  sir  Colin 
Halkeu,  K.C.B.;  Frederick  Adam,  air 
B.  H.  Vivian,  K.  C.  B» ;  aqd  to  tho  several 
Officers  nmd^r  tho*r  comnMad,  far  their 
kadofatigable  seal  and  esertiooa  upon  the 
Iftth  of  Jane,  when  the  French  army, 
oommanded  by  Buonaparte,  reooirtd  a 
aignal  and  complete  defeat;  and  that. bis 
grace  ihe  Doke  of  Wellington  be  req«esie«l 
by  Mr.  Speaker  lo  aigni^  the  same  to  all 
$ko  oficera  above  named,  excepi  lieot. 
geaoral  sir  Henry  Cliiston,  K.  G.  C.  B. ; 
Ond  ma^r-genecal  lord  Edward  Somerset, 
K.  C.  B  ;  they  being  members  of  this 
Honse/' 

Thia  motion  wu  carried  in  the  same 
»anaor  aa  ifao  last.    It  w«s  next  resolved^ 


^  "Vhat  this  House  doftk  acknowkdge, 
ftid  highly  approve  tho  distinguished 
valour  and  discipline  displayed  by  the 
NoQ-commissiooed  Officers  and  private 
Soldiera  of  his  Majestv*^8  forces  serving 
voder  the  command  of  field-marshal  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  in  the  glorious  vie* 
lory  obtained  opon  ihe  iSih  of  June;  and 
that  the  aamo  be  a»gnified  to  them  by'  the 
comfpondtng'  officers  of  the  several  corps, 
vaho  are  desired^  to  thank  them  lor  their 
gallatH  and  exemplary  behaviour. 

"  Thai  the  Thanks  of  tkts  House  he 
given  to  tho  General  Officers,  Officers,  and 
Moil-  of  tho  AUted  forces,  serving  under 
the  immediate  command  of  field*>marshal 
the  Dttko  of  Wellington,  for  the  distin- 
goished  valour  and  intrepidity  displayed 
by  them  on  the-  Uth  of  J«ne;   and  thai 


his  glracfr  the  Duke  of  WeHtiigtan  be  de- 
aired  to  signify  the  same  to  them  accord- 

On  the  Resolulion,  «'  That  the  Thankt 
of  this  Hoese  be  given  to  mtfrsibol  Prince 
Bleclier  and  the  Prussian  army,  for  the 
cordial  and  timely  aasistanee  afforded  by 
thorn  00  the  li^th  of  June,  to  which  the 
successful  result  of  that  arduous  day  i«  » 
mainly  to  he  attributed;  and  that  bit 
grace  the  Duke  of  Wellington  be  desired 
to  convey  to  them  the  preaent  Resols- 
lion,'* 

Sir  JPreneii  BmrdeH  did  not  n»enn  to  op- 
pose the  motion,  bat  he  wished    to  uke 
that  opportunity  of  saying  a  few  words  on 
a  stttjject  which  he  bad  moeh  at    heart. 
He  concurred  m  ell  that  the  noble  lord 
had  said  with  respect  to  the  great  merit 
of  the  officers  and  men  in  our  army ;  bot 
there  was  one    observation    which    had 
been  made  by  him,  that  waa  of  a  tendencj 
to  create  a  dili^rence  of  opinion,  which 
on  this  occasion  it  was  most  desirable  to 
avoid.     He  alluded  to  what  had  been  said 
by  the  noble  lord  of  the  coosotalion  which 
the  relations  of  those  who    had     fa //en 
would  derive  from  the  josiico  of  the  cause 
in  which  those  they  mourned  had  fought 
It  would  he  invidious  to  go  into  thia  sub- 
ject DOW,  but  he  thought  it  vraa  not  fiir 
in  the  noble  lord  to  hold  soch  language 
with  respect  to  that  on  whiirh  he  knesr 
such  diiereht  opinions  prevailed,  on  an 
occaaioa  like   the  present;    when  fhose 
who  denied  the  justice  of  the  cause,  roust 
either  seem  to  acquiesce  in  the  descrip- 
tion thus  given  of  it,  or  be  compelled  to 
appear  unwilling  lo  assent  to  the  motios 
for  a  vote  of  thanks  where  it  was  so  weH 
deserved.     Whatever  opinions  might  exia 
on  the  justice  atid  expediency,  or  the  in* 
justice  and  inexpediency  of  the  present 
war,  there  could*  be  hut  one  opinion  as  to 
tho  merit  of  the  English  and  their  Allies  is 
the  late  struggle— there  could  be  bot  one 
opinion' on  the  surpassing  glory  with  which 
their  -  efibrta  had  on  this  occasion  bees 
'  crowned*    What  he  woald  wiefa  to  pro- 
pose wao  thie,  that  the  troops  who  bsd 
deserted  so  well  of  the  country,  aboeU 
receivO  a  more  sohkanttal  rewara  than  a 
vote  of  thanks,  however  great  the  hoooor 
might  be  of  a  Vote  of  thanks  IVom  that 
HottsOr    Ho*  wished  to  lay  in  his  daim 
for  an  amelioratKMi  of  the  present  military 
syUom,   and    hopod,  when  tho   Mutiny 
Bill  should  be  brought  in  neat  year,  gen- 
tlemen woold  not  think  that  the  KigHik 
soldior>  who  had  dtoaecved  ao  miich  of  ha 
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GonAtry.  WnM  Ike  tfnly  iMdier  in  the  worM 
for  wkwm  Ihe  degrading  pmitsbmeni  of 
flogging  was  Becesiarj.  The  bob.  ba* 
ronet  tat  down  with  ezprewing  a  hope 
that  this  sttbjeci  woald  be  attended  to. 

The  BMtion  was  then  agreed  to,  iKifi. 
coit. 

PRIWCS  RbGIMT'S  MbSSAOV  BSSPBCTtllO 
AN    ADOlTlOMia  GSAKT   TO   THB  DuKB   OF 

Wbllinotoii.]  The  House  having  re- 
solved into  a  Committee  of  Supply, 

The  Ckmceliar  qfthe  Er^Ar^wer  rose  and 
observed*  that  the  opinion  which  the 
House  had  just  expressed  as  to  the  merhs 
of  the  distinguished  individual  to  whom 
he  also  hml  to  call  their  attention,  would 
relieve  him  from  the  necessity  of  saying 
much  to  indece  ihem  to  concur  in  the 
vote  he  should  have  the  honour  of  pro- 
posing,  tie  was  anxious,  however,  to 
stale  some  peculiar  circumstances  con- 
nected with  it.  It  had  long  been  fkt 
opinion  of  that  House  and  of  the  pubticr 
that  there  was  no  extent  of  honours,  or  of 
pecuniary  provision,  which  could  be  equal 
to.  the  glorious  services  achieved  by  that 
great  captain ;  but  still,  as  honours  and 
rewards  were  the  only  means  by  which 
the  approbation  of  Parliament,  or  the 
gratitude  of  the  nation  couM  be  testified, 
it  became  their  pleasing  doty  to  confer 
those  tokens  upon  him.  Very  Hiyeral 
sums  had  undoubtedly  been  voted  already; 
though,  a^  the  same  time,  large  as  these 
were,  he  was  convinced  that  all  who 
heard  him  would  agree  that  they  were 
not  so  large  as  the  rank  which  the 
Crown  had  bestowed  upon  him  required. 
He  wished  to  state,  that  sin^Be  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  last  session,  and 
since  the  passing  of  the  Act  by  which 
it  was  carried  into  effect,  much  inquiry 
bad  been  Instituted  by  the  trustees  to  find 
a  suitable  estate  and  mansion  for  the  duke 
of  Wellington,  but  they  bad  not  as  yet 
been  coitapleteiy  successrol.  Many  de- 
signs, also,  for  erecting  a  dwelling  had 
been  submitted  by  various  artists,  whose 
uniform  opinion  it  was,  that  a  smaller  sum 
than  from  150  to  900,0001.  would  by  no 
meanrbe  sufficient  to  erect  and  furnish 
such  a  mansion  as  wou(d  become  the 
gratitude  of  a  great  nation  for  such  ser- 
vices as  the  duke  of  Wellington  had  per- 
form ecK  At  the  same  ttme,  he  was  quite 
satisfied  that  a  mansion  adequate  to  the 
wishes  of  the  duke  of  Wellington  might 
be  obtained  for  a  much  smaller  sum.  [Hear, 
boar !]     {lis  iateatioOi  (hertfere^  vras,  to 
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nrovo  in  ihe  committee,  that  th6  tun  of 
aoo^OOPl.  should  bo  granted,  and  vested 
in  the  hands  of  truateea,  either  to  erect  or 
purchase  a  suitable  manstoh ;  and  if  thej^ 
were  enabled  to  accomplish  the  latter,  at 
a  less  expense  than  the  present  ^te  would 
cover,  then  the  surpKis  of  the  grant  waa 
to  go  to  augment  the  fund,  by  which  the 
dignity  of  that  ilhMtrious,  and,  he  hoped^ 
perpetual  family,  was  to  be  matetained. 
Before  be  sal  down«  he  hoped  the  com^ 
mittee  would  allow  him  to  make  a  fetr 
obstrrations  upon  the  transactions  of  that 
memorable  day,  which  his  noble  friend 
bed  so  forcibly  described.  He  under^ 
stood  that  the  illuatrieus  commander  who 
guided  the  course  of  that  momentoee 
struggle,  transcended,  in  his  own  per^ 
sonai  exertion^,  eveli  the  great  deeds  of 
his  former  campaigns.  He  had  himself 
received .  a  letter  from  an  officer  of  high 
rank,  who  was  on  the  field  of  battle,  asid 
one  well  qualified  to  form  a  correal  judg«« 
meet,  who  stated,  that  the  personal  exer-* 
tiens  of  the  duke  of  Wellington  were 
rncf edible,  and  threw  all  his  preced** 
ing  achievements  completely  into  the 
shade.  At  a  critical  period  of  the  battle 
he  took  possession  of  a  high  ridge»  froni 
which  he  declared  he  would  never  stir^ 
nor  did  he  stir,  until  he  quitted  it  fii 
triumph.  At  another,  when  bis  positien 
was  strongly  attacked,  he  threw  himself 
into  the  centre  of  a  square  of  infisntry, 
which  was  furioualy  charged  by  the  ene« 
my's  cavalry,  but  which,  fortunatelir  for 
his  country,  and  the  world,  resisiecl  the 
shock  with  dauntless  intrepidity.  '^I 
mention  these  things,'^  said  the  officer^ 
'« because  they  are  precisely  those  of  whiolL 
you  ^\]\  not  find  a  Word  in  his  own  die*' 
patches.  [Hear,  hear  11  Bvery  person 
around  him  was  eHber  killed  or  wounded/^ 
There  was  another  characteristic  trait  of 
tliAiNestrioos  commander,  which  he  coeld 
not  abstsin  from  communicating  to  the 
House.  He  had  seen  a  letter  from  the 
duke  of  Wellington,  dated  from  Binch,  s 
town  in  advance  of  the  place  wh^re  the 
battle  was  fought ;  and .  in  a  postscript  he 
says,  *'  I  forgot  to  mention,  in  my  public 
dispatch,  that  5000  prisoners  >  have  er* 
rived  at  Brussels,  that  2000  are  on  the 
road,  and  that  more  are  expected.''  The 
right  honr  gentleman  concluded  by  Mot* 
ing,  "  That  a  som,  not  exceeding  200,000/. 
net,  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  for  the  bet- 
ter enabling  the  trastees  appointed  under 
an  Act  of  the  last  session  of  Parliament 
for  settling,  and  lecurkig  en  annuity  eo 
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Arthur  Doke  of  WelliDgton  and  hw  htm, 
and  for  empowering  the  lords  of  the  Trea- 
sory  to  advance  out  of  the  Consolidated 
Fund  of  Great  Britain  a  sum  of  money  to 
purchase  an  estate  in  order  to  accompany 
the  said  title,  to  carry  into  effect  the  pro* 
visions  of  the  said  Act  with  respect  to  the 
purchasing  a  suitable  residence  and  estate 
for  the  Dttke  of  Wellington  and  bis  heirs/' 
.  Mr.  Wkubrtod  said,  that  he  had  not  the 
tlightest  intention  of  opposing  the  grant, 
as  It  was  the  only  means  now  left  for  the 
nation  to  testify  its  gratitude,  beyond  that 
vote  of  thanks  which  they  had  just  passed. 
It  remained  for  the  duke  of  Wellington 
to  do  that,  which  he  alone  could  do,  lo 
add  to  his  own  great  military  -fame;  and 
lie  had  indeed  done  more  than  was  ever 
done,  he  believed,  by  any  single  com- 
mander [Hear,  hear !  J.  It  was  un- 
doubtedly gratifying  to  the  House,  and  it 
must. be  gratifying  to  the  country,  to  hear 
those*  inmvidual  traits  of  heroism  in  that 
illustrious  chief,  and  especially  the  one 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  bad 
plated,  connected  as  it  was  with  his  entire 
confidence  in  the  bravery  and  fidelity  of 
his  troops.  If  such  a  trait  were  recorded 
in  history,  as  having  occurred  ten  centuries 
•go,  with  what  emotions.of  admiration  and 

fenerous  enthusiasm  would  it  be  read^- 
Hear,  hear!].     To  see  a  commander  of 
bis  eminence,  distingoished  above  all  the 
commanders  of  the  earth,  throw  himself 
into  a  hojlow  square  of  infantry,  as  a 
secure  refuge,  till  the  rage  and  torrent  of 
the  attack  was  passed,  and'  that  not  once 
only,  but  twice  or  thrice  in  the  course  of 
the  battle,  proved  that  his  confidence  was 
placed  not  in  an/  one  particular  corps, 
but  in  the  whole  British  army— [Hear, 
hear!].    In  that  mutual  confidence  lay 
the  strength  and   power  of  the  British 
troops.    The  duke  of  Wellington  knew  be 
wassafe,  when  he  thus  trusted  himself  to  the 
fidelity  and  valour  of  his  men,  and  they 
knew  and  felt  that  ihe  sacred  charge  thus 
confided  to  them,  could  never  be  wrested 
from    their    bauds  [Hear,  hear!].      He 
should  have   been  sorry  if  the  votes  of 
that  day  had  passed  without  his  prenenre, 
to  express  his  most  unfeigned  approbation 
of  them.     With  respect  to  the  loss  that 
had  been  sustained,  and  which  had  plunged 
so  many  illustrious  families  in  affliction, 
he  could  not  advtrrt  to  that  loss  without 
dissenting  from  an  expression  uped  by  the 
noble  lord,   and   lamenling   the  grievous 
fact,  that  they  had  fallen  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  a  war  into  which  this  country  had 


GfwU  io  tht  Duke^  WdUmgUm. 


{99. 


neither  occasion  or  right  to  enter.  Net- 
tber  the  events  of  victory  or  defeat  couk 
alter  the  principle  of  the  war,  and  hii 
opinion  remained  unchanged  upon  thai 
subject.  He  could  not  sit  down,  however, 
without  discharging  what  he  conaidere<J 
as  an  act  of  duty*  He  had  alwaya  been 
one  who  looked  with  an  eye  of  extreme 
jealousy  to  the  proceed inga  of  miaiaten; 
but  their  conduct  in  the  proaecation  ol 
this  war,  waving  for  the  moment  all  con- 
sideration  of  its  necessity  or  policy,  w» 
such  as  extorted  his  applause ;  and  he  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  that: every  depart- 
ment of  government  must*  have  exerted 
itself  to  the  utmost  to  give  that  complete 
efficiency  to  all  the  component  parts  of 
the  army,  which  enabled  the  genios  of 
the  doke  of  Wellington,  aided  by  such 
means,  to  accomplish  the  wonderful  vic- 
tory he  had  achieved— [Hear,  hear  !  ]. 

The  CkanceUor  of  the  Excktgtter  begged 
leave  to  add  this  observation,  that  the 
army  of  France  which  was  beaten  was  a 
select  army,  composed  of  picked  troops ; 
whereas  the  army  of  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington was  not  a  select  army  in  any  sense 
of  the  word.  Even  the  British  troopa  that 
were  with  him,  were  only  snch  aa  the 
country  could  spare  him,  at  a  time  that  a 
strong  detachment  of  its  moat  veteran 
troops  had  been  sent  to  America,  and  bad 
not  yet  returned. 

Mr.  IV,  Smkk  said,  he  wished  it  were 

possible  that  some  other  mode  could  be 

devised  of  rewarding  such   traoKendent 

merit  as  the  duke  of  Wellington's,  instead 

of  a  pecuniary  compensation.     However, 

as  all  other  modes  of  approbation  were 

exhausted,  he  must  at  least  express  his 

desire,  that  the  sum  now  voted  should  be 

employed  in  the  erection   of  a   palace, 

rather  than  in   purchasing  one.     Efery 

Briton  roust  look  at  Blenheim  with  eoo- 

tions  of  pride  and  satisfaction  very  dil^ 

rent  from  what  would  be  felt  if  it  were 

merely  a  house  that  had  been  built  for 

another,  and  purchased  for  the  doke  ot 

Marlborough.   For  his  own  part,  he  woaU 

rather  add  50,000/.  more  to  the  preseoi 

vote,  if  by  so  doing  he  thought  the  erec*  i 

tion  of  a  mansion  for  the  duke  of  Welling*  j 

ton  would  be  secureid. 

.  Colonel    Gore  Langton    expreaaed  bit 

warm  sense  of  the  meriu  of  the  duke  oC 

Wellington,  and  was  convinced   that  ae 

individual  in  the  country,  from  the  firal 

peer  to  the  lowest  peasant,  would  grudge 

his  9hare  of  the  contribution. 

Sir.fF.  fT.  ff^  would  prefer  st  grant 
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CrowD  lands*  according  to  the  precedent 
of  the  reward  to  the  doke  of  Marlborough. 
To  that  general  a  considerable  grant  of 
lands  was  given,  on  the  condition  only  of 
presenting  abnaally  to  the  Crown  a  flag 
embroidered  mih^fieur'de-lis,  i 

The  CkmceUar  qf  ihe  Exchequer  thoaght, 
if  a  suitable  mansion  could  be  obtained 
at  less  expense  than  that  which  .would  be 
incurred  by  building  one,  not  to  adopt  the 
former  course,  but  to  erect  a  palace,  would 
be  to  sacrifice  some  of  the  comforts  of  the 
duke  of  \yellington  to  national  •plendour. 

Sir  T.  AcUmd  could  not  but  feel  anxious 
to  mark  the  sense  of  the  nation  on  this 
victory  in  the  mosii  distinct  manner;  and 
he  should  be  much  disposed  to  favour  the 
idea  of  building  a  palace,  if  he  did  not 
feel  that  any  nuitiible  mansion  purchased 
for  the  doke  of  Wellington  in  consequence 
of  a  vole  of  that  House,  would  bear  the 
same  character  which  would  attach  to  a 
palace  purposely  erected  tor  him.     If  he 
thought  the  effect  would  not  be  the  same, 
he  would  willingly  consent  to  a  grant  of 
half  a  million  or  a  whole  one  to  accomplish 
so  desirable  an  object. .  The  doke  of  Wel- 
lington  had   greatly  raised  the  military 
character  of  England.    .In  India  his  con* 
duct  obtained  for  him  the  approbation  of 
his  country  :   he  had  been  praised  as  the 
saviour  of  Spain  and  Portugal.   One  thing 
only  was  wanting  to  complete  his  own 
glory  and  that  of  his  country— a  triumph 
over  him  who  was  said  to  have  conquered 
every  other  general  to  whom  he  had  been 
opposed.     This  object  was  gained.    It  was 
reserved  for  his  la«t  triumph,  to  supply  all 
that  was  wanting  ta  the  consumma^on  of 
his  glory.     Many  .had  heretofore  doubted 
v?bat  w.onld  be  the  resplt  of  a  contest  in 
which  he  and  Buonaparte  fought  hand  to 
hand ;  that  doubt  was  gone  for.  ever.    We 
now  saw  renewed  the  splendid  days  of 
Cressy  and  Agin  court,  and  this  we  owed 
to  the  duke  of  Wellington,  who  had  now 
gained  the  last  triumph  necessary  for  his 
own  fame,  or  for  that  of  his  country.  This 
he  could  wish  to  have  recorded  in  their 
proceedings. 

Mr.  WtUibrtad  thought^  as  the  resolution 
of  the  House  stated  the  victory  to  have 
been  gained  over  the  French  army  under 
the  immediate  command  of  Buonaparte, 
it  would  be  unnecessary  to  add  that  the 
duke  of  Wellington  had  triumphed  over 
t^e  greatest  captain  of  hi*  ag^* 

Mr.  Ellison  expressed  his  concurrence 
in  the  vote ;  after  whkh  the  Reiohuion 

a  agreed  u>,,iie«,  cof|«         .    <    . . 
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'    CoMMfTTBE  OP  SUPPLY.]    In  the  Com* 
mittee  of  ^Supply, 

The  ChancelUfT  qf  the  Exchequer  rose  to 
propose  a  ^rant  for  the  amount  of  stores* 
captured  by  the  army  under  the  doke  of 
Wellington,  during  the  whole  series  of 
campaigns  in  the  Peninsula,  to  be  distri- 
buted   among  the  officers,  non-coromia* 
sipned  officers,  and  privates,  their  widows 
and  children.    The  right  hon.  gentleman 
stated,  that  the  grant  now  proposed,  was 
the  fruit  of  twelve  general  battles,  and 
five  sieges  ;   and  formed  also,  the  value  of 
the  stores  captured  on  a  variety  of  other 
occasions.    Ho  stated,  that  this  was  not 
near  the  actual  value  of  the  captures,  as  a 
great  portion  bad  been  delivered  over  to 
the   auxiliary   troops    serving  under   the 
duke  in  the  Peninsula. .  The  amount  of 
the  grant  proposed  was  b(X),<)00/.  instead, 
of  the  exact  valuation  which  had  ,been 
laid  before  the  House.    The  period  of  the- 
grant  comprised  the  whole  period  of  the 
Peninsular  war,  from  1 807  till  1814.    After 
some  detailed  explanations  respecting  the- 
nature  of  the  stores,  and  the  portions  de-- 
livered  over  to  the  different  Allied  Powers, 
he  moved  "  That  a  sum,  not  exceeding 
800,000/.  be  granted  to  his  Majesty,  to  be  - 
distributed  to  the  officers,  non-commis«> 
sioned  officers,  and  privates,  serving  in  the 
Brit«»h.army  under  the  duke  of  Welling*^ 
ton  in  Portugal,  i>pain,  and  France,  during' 
the  years  1809,  1810,  1811,  1812,  1813, 
and   1814,   for  captures  taken  from  the' 
enemy,  and  apprppriated.  to  the  public 
service ;  and  that  the  said  sum  be  issued 
and  paid  without  any  fee  or  other  deduc- 
tion whatsbever.^' 

Mr.  FreHan  objected  to  the  motion.  He  - 
thought  the   right  hon.  gentleman  bad 
chosen  a  most  injudicious  time  to  bring  it 
forward ;  besides  which,  he  did  not  con- 
ceive there  were  precedents  for  such  an  • 
application  of  the  public  money,  and  was . 
averse  from  breaking  in  upon  the  practice  . 
of  our  ancestors*     If  such  distributiona  * 
were  fit  to  be  a  law  of  the  land,  an  act. 
ought  to  pass  for  them ;  and  the  army, 
would  then  be  entitled  to   their  regular 
benefit.    I(  was  a  bad  precedetit  for  future 
times,  and  particularly  for-an  army  which . 
had  been  paid  as  our  army  had  been  in 
the  peninsula. 

The .  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied,, 
that  so  far  from  taking  the  House  by  sur- 
prise, in  consequence. of  the  -auspicious 
news  which  had  excited  the  most  generous 
feelings,  towards  the  army,  he  had  given » 
notice  of  his  intention  lb  move  this  grsnt. 
,     (8S) 
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iMDj  days  %g0,  and  l^fbre  any  intimation 
had  been  received  of  the  iate  victory. 

Mr.  Cakrqft  contended,  thai  this  was  a 
vote  of  light,  and-  aaw  no  roaton  why  the 
army  thonld  be  deprived  of  it,  any  more 
Ithan  of  atart  and  ornaments  which  were 
bestowed  on  them  as  designations  of  their 
bravery.  He  was  sore  that  no  man 
woold  hesitate  to  vote  doable  the  Mnm^ 
tboogfa  they  might  vote  it  with  stronger 
feeKngs  of  their  hearts  on  a  day  like  this. 

Mr.  Rom  observed  that  there  was  no- 
thing new  in  the  principle  of  the  grant 
It  was  thought  fit  to  pot  the  army  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  navy,  in  regard  to 
prine-moneVf  as  the  navy  bad,  from  time 
immemorial,  been  entitled  by  Act  of 
Parliament  to  the  proceeds  of  their  cap- 
tares.  This  principle  had  long  been  ac- 
knowledged and  acted  upon. 

General  Gofcoyne  contended  thai  the 
receipt  of  the  value  of  captured  stores 
bad  long  beenconsidered  a  matter  of  right 
with  the  army.  U  was  asoal  for  the  army 
to  estimate  the  amount  of  their  prise- 
money  by  attaching  the  value  of  twenty 
ysineas  to  each  gun  that  they  captured. 

Mr.  R.  Ward  affirmed,  that  it  was  a 
ireated  right  belonging  to  the  army,  and 
that  so  far  as  the  Ordnance  department 
waa  concerned,  there  was  every  year  an 
item  in  the  estimates  of  money  for  ord- 
nance stores  which  were  captured. 

Mr*  Farbe$  observed,  that  from  what 
had  been  stated  by  die  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  it  appeared  that  the 
anm  claimed  by  the  army  amounted  to 
900,000/.  He  confessed,  he  regretted, 
that  instead  of  taking  100,0001.  away  from 
thia  sum,Jhey  had  not  added  100,0001.  to 
ir,  and  made  it  a  neat  million.  He  was 
anxions  that  the-  army  should  nolt  be  de- 
prived  of  a  single  sbillinff  of  what  was 
their  due,  and  was  inclined  to  move  that 
instead  of  SOO^OOOL  the  grant  be  900.000t. 

Mr;  Bmtke$,  adverting  to  the  right  of 
the  dis|>osal  of  captured  property  being 
vested  in  the  Crown,  and  to  the  grant 
arisrog  from  an  intimation  of  the  Prince 
BfOgent  to  resign  this  right  in  favour  of 
the  army,  wished  to  know  when  and  how 
such  an  intimation  had  been  given  ?  The 
appropriation  of  the  sum  seemed  alto- 
gether completely  new.  He  should  like 
to  accede  to  what  had  been  done  on  former 
occasions;  but  was  not  inclined  to  agree 
to  any  vote  that  should  have  the  conse- 
.  quence  of  rendering  the  war  we  were  now 
^i^g^g^d  io  more  expensive  to  the  country 
than  i|  otherwiaa  would  be. 
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Lord  Ouikretigk  conceived  there  could 
be  no  danger  in  agreeing  to  the  toIc.  It 
would  be  deemed  extremely  oi^oat  and 
unfair  to  do  lew  by  an  act  of  prerogative 
in  regard  to  the  army  than  had  been  done 
by  an  Act  of  Parliament  in  regard  to  the 
navy.  It  had  been  a  princtple>  from  time 
immemorial,  to  give  to  the  navy  the  valee 
of  all  the  captures  they  made.  Bot  with 
respect  to  the  army.  Government  did  not 
buy  from  them  the  whole  of  the'  stores 
and  property  that  they  captured,  bot  onlj 
what  was  serviceable  and  useful.  Perbapi^ 
if  the  particular  stores  in  questioD,  wbick 
included  a  vast  quantity  of  provisinns,  bad 
not  been  purchased  at  the  time  of  their 
capture,  our  army  in  the  Peninsula  might 
have  been  in  the  utmost  want  of  aoppliei. 
The  grace  of  the  Crown  allowed  what 
was  valuable  to  be  purchased,  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  property  waa  got  rid  of 
by  the  army  how  they  could.  The  vote 
of  the  House  ^f^flf^  therefore,  to  make 
sood  the  value  ofmiat  the  public  bought 
from  them. 

A  desultory  conversation  conlinoed  lor 
some  time  on  the  sobjert,  becween  Mr. 
Bankes,  Mr.  Rose,  Mr.  Calcraft,  air  H. 
Montgomery,  Mr.  Lushiagton,  and  Mr. 
W.  Smith,  in  the  course  of  which  the  last- 
mentioned  gentleman  said  it  would  be 
desirable  to  know  what  became  of  the 
money,  supposing  the  Crown  had  not 
granted  to  the  army  the  vrbole  amoont 
which  the  public  hnd  paid  for  captured 
stores,  and  to  what  fund  it  had  been  ap- 
plied. The  question  for  the  grant,  as 
proposed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer WM  then  pot,  and  carried. 

CtviL  List.]  The  Cl«ic«llbr  qftkeEt* 
ckeqiMr  next  moved,  <*  That  n  aora  aet 
exceeding  534,71  SI.  be  granted  to  his 
Majesty,  to  make  good  the  deficiency  of 
the  CiftI  List  on  the  5th  day  of  April 
1814:  and  that  the  said  sum  be  i»aed 
and  paid  without  any  fee  or  other  deduc- 
tion whatsoever."  The  right  hon.  gea* 
tieman  observed,  that  thia  excess  resolved 
itself  into  two  brancheS|^-the  increase  ta 
the  diplomatic  arrangementa  resoltts^ 
from  tne  peculiar  circumstancea  of  the 
war,  and  the  excess  in  the  houaehold.  Is 
regard  to  the  latter,  after  allowing  for  the 
expenditure  occasioned  by  the  visit  of  the 
foreign  Sovereigns  to  this  country;  aud 
also  for  the  charges  incurred  by  hie  royU 
highnem  the  Prince  Regent  on  aaavming 
the  royal  authority,  it  wMid  be  fouod 
that  the  Ciril  ik  hid  iMPt  nsceeded 
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thai  proportion  of  esceta  whicb  was 
ertimaiedl  by  the  late  Mr.  Perceval  in 
J805.  In  lSi2»  there  was  an  excess  of 
expenditure  beyond  the  former  year  of 
124»000/. ;  bot  it  mast  not  be  forgotten 
that  a  considerable  charge  was  thrown 
up6n  the  Civil  List  by  the  arrangements 
of  that  year*  It  remained  for  the  libera- 
lity of  Parliament  to  provide  an  increase 
of  aliowancef  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
the  ordinary  expenditure  without  any 
excess.  At  present^  however^  be  should 
merely  propose  to  the  House  to  make 
good  the  arrears  already  incurred. 

Sir  C.  Burrell  wished  to  be  informed^ 
why  no  reply  had  been  given  to  the  Ad- 
dress of  the  House,  respecting  the  regu- 
lation of  the  Household*  and  whether  it 
was  intended  to  defer  the  answer  till  the 
next  session  ? 

The  Ckanceiior  ^  ike  Exckeguer  said,  that 
the  estimates  had  not  yet  been  received  ; 
but  be  certainly  concluded*  that  his  Royal 
Highness  would  be  recommended  to  give 
an  answer  to  the  Address  before  the  rising 
of  Parliament* 

Mr.  BarcUi^  was  of  opinion*  that  some 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  liquida- 
tion of  bis  Royal  Higbuess's  debia*  and 
also  that  some  arrangemenu  should  be 
made  respecting  the  other  branches  of  the 
Royal  family. 

The  Ckanceibr  qfthe  Exckequer  said*  that 
a  specific  provision  had  been  made  for 
the  liquidation  of  those  debts  which  were 
ascertamed  when  his  Royal  Highness  as- 
sumed the  Regency.  A  considerable 
portion  had  been  discharged,  and  in  no 
long  time  the  remainder  would  be  liqui- 
dated* when  an  appropriation  of  ^0,000/. 
n  year  woald  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
Parliament.  As  to  the  other  branches  of 
the  Royal  family*  be  did'  not  think  it 
proper  for  him  to  make  any  communica- 
tion whatever  to  the  House  without  the 
express  direction  of  the  Crown. 

Mr.  hgnJeee  expressed  bis  approbation 
of  the  sum  proposed  to  be  granted*  and 
agreed  in  thinking  that  the  farther  consi- 
deration of  the  subject  of  the  Civil  List 
could  bo  better  dtsCossed  in  the  next 
aession  of  Parliament  thao  new,  it  might 
bo  proper  lo  grant  en  increase  of  al- 
lowance* as  the  expanditiire  bad  pro- 
greMivoly.  increased*  in  conseqaence  of 
Ao  prioe  of  all  articles  of  consumption 
having  ra|Hd|y  advanced  since  the  acces- 
^^  ^f  bli  Mi^esly,  and  particularly  in 
Mtter  timfs;  but  ho  Uoitad#  wben  this 
mcrwM  «lu«iia  be  aedei  tbat  m  rnacb 
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care  would  be  taken  as  possible  to  prevent 
a  recurrence- of  arrears. 

Mr.  WiUiam  SmUk  complained  of  the 
great  excess  in  the  Civil  list  during  the 
three  last  years*  and  declared  that  be 
gave  his  vote  for  the  sum  with  great  re- 
luctance. The  money*  however*  must  be 
paid*  as  the  loss  would  otherwise  fall  on 
those  who  ought  not  to  suffer.  If  the  re- 
gulations and  arrangements  proposed  by 
the  select  committee  upon  the  Civil  List 
should  be  adopted*  the  expense  of  the 
Crown  would  be  kept  within  due  limits* 
and  future  applications  to  Parliament  for 
the  liquidation  of  debts  would  be  avoided. 

The  Resolution  was  then  ag^reed  to« 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

Monday,  June  26. 

Additional  Grant  to  the  Duxk  of 
Wellington.]  The  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  was  brought  op*  and  en 
reading  the  resolution  for  an  additional 
grant  of  200*000/.  lo  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington* 

Sir  W.  W,  Wytm  expressed  his  appro- 
bation of  the  vote ;  bot  saggested*  with  a 
view  to  commemorate  the  glorious  cause 
of  inch  a  grant*  that  the  same  teruM 
should  be  annexed  to  it  as  those  upon 
which  the  duke  of  Marlborough  held 
Blenheim,  naniely,  the  annual  preseota- 
tion  to  bis  Majesty  of  a  flag  with  a  fleur- 
de-lisr  The  hon.  baronet  also  thought 
that  some  Crown  lands  should  be  appro- 
priated to  the  duke  of  Wellington*  upoa 
which  to  erect  the  proposed  mansion. 

The  Chancellor  f^ the  Exchequer  concurred 
with  the  hon.  baronet,  that  the  per- 
formance of  some  honorary  service  wonld 
be  a  proper  and  becoming  appendage  to 
the  proposed  grant.  But  as  to  the  obser^ 
vation  respecting  the  Cronn  lands^  it 
would  be  seen*  upon  a  review  of  the  com* 
missiooers  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  those  lands*  that  no  such  gcani 
could  be  made  as  the  hon.  baronet  re- 
commended ;  that*  in  fact*  no  adequate 
estate  for  the  use  of  the  duke  of  Wellingt- 
ton  could  be  had  from  those  lands. 

Mr.  Whiuked  Kcene  thought  that*  com- 
paring the  services  of  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough with  those  of  the  duke  of  Wel*> 
lington*  the  grant  to  the  latter  was  still 
insufficient :  the  sum-voted  to  the  duke  of 
Wellington  wouki  not«  in  his  opinion, 
purchase  an  estate  of  more  than  14,0001. 
a  year*  while  the  sam  of  25,000L  per 
aanooi  wai^et  leitl  noewnry  to  maiitefal 
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the  dignity  of  this   illnstrious   person's 
family. 

Mr.  Wym  said,  that  an  adequate  estate 
for  the  dttke  of  Wellington  might  be 
made  from  the  New  Forest.  He  differed 
from  the  last  speaker,  that  the  sum  voted 
4>D  this  occasion  was  insufficient;  for  it 
was  to  be  considered,  that  in  addition  to 
the  700,000i.  voted,  which,  including  the 
aum  under  discussion,  would  be  granted 
to  this  distinguished  individual,  his  pro- 
portion of  the  prize* money  to  be  voted  for 
■tores  captured  on  the  peninsula  would  be 
jio  less  than  100,000/. 
.  The  Ckancdior  of  tie  Exchequer  stated, 
that  the  proportion  alluded  to  would  amount 
only  to  50,000/. 

Mr.  IVynn  thought,  that  even  with  that 
addition,  the  amount  of  the  remuneration 
would  be  quite  sufficient,  and  worthy  of 
the  munificence  of  the  country — equally 
honourable,  indeed,  to  the  giver  and  to 
the  receiver.  * 

Sir  C.  burrell  observed,  that  even  if  a 
'  suitable  quantity  of  Crown  lands  could  be 
obtained  for  the  purpose  under  considera- 
tion, such  ground  would  not  be  so  much 
for  the  benefit  of  the  duke  of  Wellington, 
as  an  estate  in  cultivation.  He  recom- 
mended that  the  object  be  rather  to  lay 
out  the  sum  voted  in  the  purchase  of  a 
Buitable  estate,  than  in  the  erection  of  a 
-large  mansion,  because  the  latter  would 
be,  liable  to  decay,  to  fire,  and  to  other 
accidents— -of  course  it  could  not  be 
•regarded  as  an  imperishable  monument  of 
national  gratitude. 

The  Resolution  was  agreed  to. 

•    Civil  List.]     Upon  reading  the  Reso- 
lution with  regard  to  the  Civil  List, 

Mr.  Titraey  took  occasion  to  observe, 
■that  this  subject  was,  as  he  had  appre- 
hended long  since,  brought  forward  at  too 
late  a  period  of  the  session  to  undergo  any 
due  dicussion;  Such  a  discussion  could 
not  indeed  take  place,  as  the  House  knew 
scarcely  any  thing  of  the  items  of  the 
account  to  which  this  Resolution  for 
^34713/.  referred,  in  consequence  of  the 
refusal  to  have  the  papers  respecting  it 
printed.  -He  should  not,  however,  oppose 
the  motion,  as  it  was  not,  he  understood; 
the  intention  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
to  propose  any  l^gisUtiire  measure  upon 
the  subject  this  session ;  but  he  should 
reserve  himself  for  the  occasion  in  the 
next  session,  when  he  trusted  this  business 
would  be  fully  discussed^  and  he  hoped 
that  by  thai  tunegentlemen  woold  en- 
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deavour  to  make  themselvea  acqaainted 
wHh  this  account.  Bnt  without  going 
into  any  discussion  at  present,  he  roost 
observe  upon  the  impression  produced  oat 
of  doors  in  consequence  of  a  strong  asser- 
tion in  that  House,  that  by  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  Civil  list  his  Majesty  wast 
loser,  and  the  country  a  gainer*  because 
the  produce  of  the  hereditary  reveoo* 
would  be  truly  more  productive  than  tk 
revenue  of  the  Civil  List  This  assertios, 
however,  he  directly  denied  ;  for  he  cooM 
not  suppose  it  was  meant  to  inctode  in  tbt 
Civil  List  the  occasional  grants  made  to 
George  2,  which  grants  ceased  with  tbr. 
monarch's  life.  But  he  wished  that  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  would  state  wbu 
they  meant  by  the  hereditary  revenue; 
and  he  hoped  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
would  come  forward  with  some  distiun 
statement  on  the  subject  before  the  dote 
of  the  session. 

The  Chancellor  <^  the  fxcAefSvr  observed, 
that  this  vote  was  brought  under  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House  as  soon  aa  it  wsi 
practicable,  quite  as  toon  indeed  as  it 
could  have  been  if  the  Bill  had  beet 
adopted,  for  whith  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man was  an  advocate,  at  an  early  period 
of  the  session.  For  the  accounts  respect* 
ing  the  Civil  List  were  laid  before  the 
House  as  soon  as  that  Bill  required,  and 
these  accounts  were  immediately  referred 
to  a  committee,  upon  whose  report  ibe 
present  was  founded.  -  He  sbouid  not 
enter  into  the  general  discussion  at  pre- 
sent, as  he  did  not  mean  to  propose  any 
legislative  measure  until  the  next  session; 
but  he  hoped  that  during  the  recess,  geii> 
tlemen  would  thoroughly  examine  tk 
Report  of  the  Committee,  and  upon  sodi 
examination  he  was  persuaded  they  woaM 
come  to  a  conclusion  very  dtfierem  fron 
that  stated  by  the  right  bon.  gentiemss. 
It  would  be  seen,  indeed,  that  this  Keport 
made  an  accurate  distinction  hetvreen  ifae 
hereditary  and  the  temporary  revenue  of 
the  Crown.  The  hereditary  revenue  wu 
in  fact  the  grant  made  upon  the  abolitiofi 
of  the  feudal  rights  of  the  Crown*  and  be 
was  fully  prepared  to  maintain  the  asser- 
tion, that  his  Majesty  was  a  loser  by  tk 
commutation  of  that  revenue  for  the  pro- 
duce of  the  Civil  List. 

Mr.  Tierney  contended,  that  the  here- 
ditary revenue  ought  to  have  been  dis- 
tinguished from  the  temporary. 

Lord  CatiUreagh  said,  that  if  the  Croua 
had  possessed  an  improvable-  revenae  ia- 
4iead  of  a  fixed  one,  as  wai  the  caae 
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George  Q,  it  would  not  only  faa?e  been 
prevented  from  ever  coming  to  Parliament 
to  make  good  deBciencies,  bat  it  would 
have  been  left  in  possession  of  an  aggre- 
gate sum  of  Q.OOOfiOOL  more  than  it  ever 
bad  received  since  his  present  Majesty's 
accession.  His  opinion,  indeed,  remained 
unchanged,  that  no  income  in  tjbe  empire 
bad  been  so  little  increased,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  progressive  increase  of  other 
incomes,  as  that  of  the  Crown. 

Mr.  Tiemey  observed,  that  it  did  not 
reqaire  the  Report  of  the  Committee  to 
prove  what  the  noble  lord  had  said. 

Mr.  iVynn  denied  that  the  hereditary 
revenue  of  the  Crown  was  beyond  the 
control  of  Parliatnent.  If  the  amount  of 
that  hereditary  revenue  exceeded  what 
Parliament  might  think  necessary  for  the 
expenditure  of  the  Civil  List,  the  Crown 
was  bound  to  apply  the  surplus  towards 
the  payment  of  the  army,  navy,  or  any 
other  branch' of  expenditure  which  Par- 
liament might  propose ;  and  be  would  in* 
stance,  as  a  proof,  the  case  of  king  Wil- 
liam, whose  hereditary  revenue  was 
charged  with  an  additional  expense  of 
100,000/.  a  year  by  Parliament.  The 
revenue  of  the  Crown,  whatever  might  be 
its  nature,  was  the  revenue  of  the  people^ 
and  as  such,  subject  to  the  control  of 
Parliament. 

Lord  i^tnnang  vindicated  the  Report  of 
the  Committee,  as  being  drawn  up  in  the 
only  way  that  could  render  its  inquiries 
useful. 

The  Resolution  was  then  agreed  to,  as 
were  the  other  resolutions  of  the  com- 
mittee.    . 

.  Resolutions  paoposED  by  Mr.  .  Mel- 

Lisa  CONCERNING  THE  BanK  OF  ENGLAND. J 

Mr.  Mellish  having  moved  hi!«  Resolutions 
concerning  the  Bank  of  England,  a  con- 
versation ensued,  in  which  Mr.  Mellish, 
Mr.  Tierney.  Mr.  Grenfell,  and  Mr.  Man- 
ning participated.  It  was  at  length  agreed, 
that  the  discussion  on  the  Resolutions  pro- 
*  posed  by  Mr.  Grenfell  and  Mr.  Mellish 
should  be  adjourned^  to  that  day  se'en- 
night.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the 
Resolutions  proposed  by  Mr.  Mellish  : — 

Resolutions  proposed   concerning    the 
Bank' of  England. 

'  !.--«  That  by  the  Act  of  31  Geo.  3, 
cap.  33,  there  was  allowed  to  the  Bank 
of  England,  for  the  management  of  the 
public  debt,  450U  per  •  million-  on  the 
capital  stock  IranafemUo  at  the  Batik, 


amounting  in  the  year  ending  5tb  July 
17Q2,  to  98,803/.  I2s,  5d.  on  about « 
219,596,000/.  then  so  transferrable ;  and 
that  by  the  Act  48  Geo.  3,  cap.  4,  the 
said  allowance  was  reduced  to  the  rate  of 
340/.  per  million  on  all  sums  not  exceed- 
ing 600  millions,  and  to  300/.  per  mrllion 
on  aM  sums  exceeding  that  amount; 
whereby  ,the  Bank  was  entitled,  in  the 
year  ending  5th  April,  1815,  to  the  sum 
of  241,97 1  /.  4i.  2 Jd.  on  about  726,570,700^ 
capital  stock, and  798/.  3s.  Id.  on  2,347,588/. 
three  per  cents,  transferred  for  life  an- 
nuities; being  an  increase  of  1 43,965 f; 
l5s.  ifd.  for  management,  and  an  increased 
of  about  509,322,000/.  capiul  stock  :  alsd 
the  Bank  was  allowed  1,000/.  for  taking 
in  contributions,  amounting  to  812,500/. 
on  a  lottery  in  the  year  ending  5th  July 
1792;  and* 38,798/.  \9s.  '2d.  for  taking  iii 
contributions,  amounting  to  46|585,593£ 
6s.  Sd.  on  loans  aud  lotteries  in  the  yeaf 
ending  5th  April,  1815. 

2. — "  That  it  appears,  that  the  Baok; 
in  pursuance  of  the  Act  46  Geo.  3,  cap. 
d5,  has,  from  the  yei^r  1 806  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  made  the  assessments  of  the 
duty  on  profits  arising  from  property,  oq 
the  proprietors  of  the  whole  of  the  Funded 
Debt,  transferrable  at  the  Bank  of  £ng» 
land,  and  has  deducted  the  said*  duty 
from  each  uf  the  several  dividend  war- 
rants, which  in  one  year,  ending  5th  AprU 
1815.  amounted  in  number  to  505,600/.  ; 
and  that  this  part  of  the  business  has  beea 
done  without  any  expense  to,  or  charge 
on,  the  public. 

"  That,  in  pursuance  of  the  above-men- 
tioned Act,  the  duties  so  deducted  haver 
from  time  to  time  been  placed  to  the 
'  Account  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Treasury,  on  account  of  the  said  duties,' 
together  with  other  sums  received  from 
the  public  by  virtue  of  the  said  Act :  parj 
of  this  money  is  applied  to  th^  payment 
of  ceclificates  of  allowances,  and  the  re- 
mainder is  paid  into  the  Exchequer. 

*'  That  by  virtue  of  the  said  Act,  the 
lords  coipmissioners  of  the  Treasury  have 
made  annual  allowances,  at  the  rate  oi 
1,250/.  per  million,  upon  the  amount  so 
placed  to  the  account  of  the  commissioners 
of  the  Treasury  at  the  Bank  of  England, 
as  a  compensation  for  receiving,  paying, 
and  accounting  for  the  same ;  which, 
allowances,  however,  have  not  in  any  one 
year  exceeded  the  sum  of  3,480/.,  and 
upon  an  average  of  eight  years  havb 
amounted  annually  to  3,154^*  only* 

«  The  amount  of  duties  received  for 
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the  year  ending  5th  April/  ]Sl4t  «m 
ii,7S^,S4f5l,  whicb«  if  it  had  been  collected 
in  the  osoal  manner,  at  an  aMowaoce  of 
5d.  per  pound*  would  have  cost  the  public 
^8,007t ;  and  the  cost  for  collecting 
20«188,293/1»  being  the  whole  of  the  dutv 
received  from  ld06  to  1814,  on  which 
allowances  have  been  made,  would  at  the 
tame  rate  have  amounted  to  ^20,5B9L 

*'  That  all  monies  received  by  the  Bank 
on  account  of  duties  on  property,  are  paid 
into  the  Exchequer  immediately  after  the 
receipt  thereof:  when  this  circumstance 
is  contrasted  with  the  ordinary  progress 
of  monies  into  the  Exchequer,  the  advan- 
tage resulting  to  the  public  may  be  fairly 
estimated  at  two  per  cent.;  which,  on 
the  amount  of  duties  for  the  year  ending 
5th  April  18 14,  would  be  55M0L,  and  on 
the  totol  amount  from  1800  to  1814, 
would  be  40$,765L 

3.  "  That  the  total  amount  of  Bank- 
notes and  Bank  Post-bills  in  circulation 
in  tb«  years  1795,  and  1796,  (the  latter 
being  the  year  previous  to  the  Restriction 
on  Cash  Payments)  and  ia  the  year  1814^ 
was  as  follows : 

1795,  Feb.  1,  jf  19,735,520;  Aug.  1,  .^11,914,000 

1796,  do.  ^10,784,740;  do.  ^9,856,110 
1814,    do.     ^25,154,950;     do.      .£28|802,450 

4.  ''  That  at  present,  and  during  many 
years  past,  both  before  and  since  the 
renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank,  con- 
siderable aums  of  the  public  money  have 
been  deposited  with,  or  otherwise  placed 
in  the  custody  of  the  Governor  and  Com- 
pany of  the  Bank  of  England,  who  act  in 
this  respect  as  the  banker  of  the  public. 
The  average  balances  of  these  deposits, 
both  before  and  after  the  renewal  of  the 
charter,  were  as  follows  :— 


Poblic  Balances  on  an  average  of  one 
yearending  Jan.  15, 1800-    -    - 

Unclaimed  I^idendt  for  tbe  aTerage 
of  one  year  ending  Jan*  1 , 1 800    - 


Public  Balances  on  an  average  of 

eight  years,  from  1807  to  1815    - 

UnelaiBMBd  Dividends  *   do.      •    • 


jf  1,724,747 
837,966 

^2,562.713 


4,375,405 
634^14 

d^5.0l0»019 


5.  *'  That  it  appears^  from  a  report 
ordered  to  be  printed  10th  August,  1807, 
from  "  the  Committee  on  Public  Expen- 
diture of  tbe  United  Kingdom,"  that  the 
aggregate  amount  of  balances  and  deposits 
of  public  money  in  the  Bank  of  England, 
inclBdiog   Bank-not^f  deposited  in   the 


Exchequer,  made-  up  in  four  di£fercat 
periods  of  the  quarter  ending  5tb  Jaouarr 
1807,  flacluated  between  tbe  aams  mi 
ll»4^1,200l«  and  12,108,230/.;  or«  ex- 
cluding Bank«note8  deposited  at  tbe  £x* 
ch^equer,  the  amount  fluctuated   betwi 


8,178,536/.,  and  9,948,400/.;  tbe 
for  which  exclusion  is  not  obvioosp  as  by 
the  Act  of.  48  Geo.  3,  cap.  3,  the  Tellers 
of  the  Exchequer  are  authorized  to  lake  aa 
securities  on  monies  lodged,  either  £xcbe- 
quer-bills,  or  notes  of  the  Governer  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  England.  And 
it  also  appears*  according  to  acconnta  laid 
before  this  House  is  the  present  aesaicNi  of 
Parliament,  that  the  aggregate  aoMMint  of 
such  deposiu,  together  with  the  £xcbe- 
quer-bills  and  Bank-notes  deposited  in 
tbe  chests  of  tbe  four  Tellers  of  tbe  Ex- 
chequer, was«  on  an  average,  in  tbe  year 
llil4, 

w^l  1,966,371.  loeladiiig  'Brnk-uolbm  depoMfted  at 

tbe    Eicbeqav,    ■■wnntii^    to 

649,264/. 
^11,324,107.  Excluding  Bank-notes  deposited  at 

the  Exchequer. 

0.  "  That  it  appears,  accordioj^  to 
accounts  before  this  House,  that  the  ave- 
rage of  the  aggregate  amount  of  balances 
of  public  money  in  the  hands  of  the  Bank 
.of  England,  from  February  1807  to  April 
1815«  was  5,010,019/.;  and  chat  the  ave- 
rage of  Bills  and  Bank-notes  deposited  in 
the  chests  of  the  four  Tellers  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, from  August  1807  to  April 
1815,  was  5,968,793/.;  making  together 
10,978,812/  ,  being  850,906/.  less  than  the 
average  of  the  said  accounts  for  one  year 
ending  5th  January  1807,  as  stated  in  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  Public  Ex* 
penditure. 

7.  ''  That  by  the  39  an  J  40  Geo.  S* 
cap.  28,  extending  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
for  21  years,  the  Bank  advanced  to  tbe 
public  3,000,000/.  for  6  years  without 
interest,  and  extended  the  loan  of 
11,686,800/.  for  21  years  at  an  interest 
of  3/»  per  cent  per  annum,  as  a  considera- 
tion for  the  privileges,  profits,  emoluments, 
benefits,  and  advantages,  granted  to  the 
Bank  by  stfch  extension  of  its  charter* 

That  the  Interest  of  3,000,000/.  for  6 

years,  at  5/.  per  cent  per  anoun,  is    vf  900,000 
That  the  difference  between  3/,  per  cent. 

and  5L  per  cent  on  11,686,800/., 

is  833,736;    wbidi    in*  21    years 

amounts  to  ••-.-•-• 
That  the  above  Loan  of  3,^,000^ 

was  continued  to  tbe  Public  from 

1806,  when  it  beeame  payable,  until 

1814,  as  aaiatsresi  of  3t  poreeof., 

Bf^dfl^  an  sdvayitiigf  in  i^nwf.  ef 
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Ibe  Public  of  9L  p^r  cent,  or  60,000^ 
per  aooam ;  wkich  in  8  ymn  and  8 
noDthi  amouDU  to  -  .  -  •  -  •  580,000 
That  ID  1 808  the  Back  advance  to  the 
Public  3,000,000/.  witboat  interest, 
which,  by  an  Act  of  the  present  Ses- 
sion, is  to  remaiii  Mtboat  interesi 
until  the  5ib  of  Aprils  1816;  the  in- 
terest on  this  advance,  at 5/.  percent., 
will  for  8  years  amount  to    -  •  -    -    1,200,000 

8.  '<  That  by  the  39  and  40  Geo.  5« 
cap.  28,  sec.  13,  it  is  enacted^  that  during 
the  continuance  of  the  charter,  the  Bank 
shall  enjoy  all  privileges,  profits,  emolu- 
ments, benefits,  and  advantages  whatso- 
ever, which  they  now  possess  and  enjoy 
by  virtue  of  any  employment  by  or  on 
behalf  of  the  public. 

"  That  previously  to  such  renewal  of 
their  charter,  the  Bank  was  employed  as 
the  public  banker,  in  keeping  the  cash  of 
all  the  principal  departments  in  the 
receipt  of  the  public  revenue,  and  in 
issuing  and  conducting  the  public  expen- 
diture. 

That  the  avenge  amoant  of  the  Pablie 
fialancet  in  the  bands  of  the  Bank, 
between  tbe  1st  of  f  ebmary  1814 
and  the  15th  January  1815,  upon 
accounts  opened  at  the  Bank  pre- 
viously to  the  renewal  of  the  charter 
di  the  S8th  March  1 800,  was     -    -  ^4,337,035 

Unclaimed  Dividends,  for  the  average 
of  oue  year  ending  1  st  Jannary  1 8 15       779,794 

^5,116,819 

That  the  average  of  Public  Balances  in 
the  bands  of  tbe  Bank  during  the 
aame  period,  upon  accounts  opened 
at  the  Bank  between  the  28th  March 
1 800  and  the  87th  Feb.  1 808,  was    -    .f  370,018 

That  the  average  of  Public  Balances  in 
the  hands  of  the  Bank  during  the  same 
period,  upon  accounts  opened  at  tbe 
Bank  subsequent  to  tbe  27th  Feb. 
1808,  was    ........        26t,162L 

9.  "  That  whenever  the  engagements 
now  subsisting  between  the  public  and 
the  Bank  shall  expire,  it  may  be  proper 
to  consider  the  advantages  derived  by  the 
Sank  from  its  transactions  with  the  public 
^vith  a  view  to  the  adoption  of  such 
arrangements  as  may  be  consistent  with 
those  principles  of  equity  and  good  faith, 
%vhicli  ought  to  prevail  in  all  transac- 
tions between  the  public  and  the  Bank  of 
£ngland/' 
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Utetdti^f  June  2*/. 
Princh  Regent's  Message  respecting 
THE  Duke  of  Cumberland's  Marriage.] 
Lord  Castlereagh  presented  the  following 


Meisage   from   his  royal    highness    the 
Prince  Regent : 

"  George  P.  JR. 

*'  The  Prince  Regent,  acting  in  tb« 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty^ 
thinks  it  proper  to  acquaint  this  Hoose, 
that  a  Marriage,  to  which  the  consent  of 
his  Royal  Highness  was  duly  given,  has 
been  solemnized  between  his  brother  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland  and  a  daughter  of 
the  reigning  Duke  of  Mecklenberg  Stre- 
litz,'  niece  to  her  Majesty  the  Queen  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain^and 
Ireland,  and  relict  of  the  Prince  Salma 
Braonfbls. 

"  The  many  prooft  which  this  Hoose 
has  afforded  of  their  affectionate  attach- 
ment to  his  Majesty's  person  and  family, 
leave  the  Prince  Regent  no  doubt  of  their 
readiness  to  enable  his  Royal  Highness  to 
make  such  provision  for  their  Royal  High- 
nesses on  this  occasion  as  the  rank  and 
station  of  their  Royal  Highnenea  may 
appear  to  require/' 

Ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole  House  to-morrow.  In  the 
course  of  tbe  evening, 

Mr.  Bamei  begged  leave  to  inquire  of 
,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  whd* 
ther  be  knew  it  to  be  the  intention  of  the 
noble  lord  to  submit  any  proposition  te 
the  Hoose  in  consequence  of  the  Message 
which, had  been  that  day  brought  down 
respecting  the  marriage  of  the  duke  of 
Cumberland,  and  if  a  grant  was  to  be 
proposed,  he  wished  to  know  whether  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  could  state  the  pro- 
bable  amount  of  that  grant  ? 

The  Chancellor  (tf  ike  Exchequer  said,  it 
was  evident  from  the  tetmsof  the  Message 
that  a  proposition  for  a  grant  to  .the  duke 
of  Cumberland  would  be  made;  but  to 
what  extent  it  might  be,  he  was  not  at 
present  prepared  to  say. 

Mr.  Tienuy  asked  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tieman  if  be  could  inform  the  House  when 
the  marriage  took  place,  and  why  the 
communication  which  had  now  been  made 
was  so  long  delayed  ?  He  thought  it  would 
have  been  but  fair,  to  inform  the  House 
what  was  the  nature  of  the  provision  in- 
tended to  be  proposed. 

The  Chancellor  ofphe  Exchequer  said  that 
no  unusual  or  unnecessary  delay  had  oc- 
curred in  making  the  communication  to 
Parliament ;  and  with  respect  to  the  in- 
tended amount  of  the  grant,  he  believed 
sucii  a  question  bad  never  been  asked, 
nor  such  a  communication  ever  made,  till 
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the  day  oo  which  the  rabject  was  rega* 
larljr  brought  forward. 

Ptivci  Regbnt's  Mbssagb  bbspbctimg 
A  Vote  op  Crbdit.]  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  presented  the  following 
Menage  from  the  Prince  Regent : 

'*  Geobgb  p.  R. 
"  The  Prince  Regent,  in  the  name,  and 
on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  considering 
that  it  may  be  of  very  great  importance 
lo  provide  for  such  emergencies  as  may 
arise^  and  relying  on  the  experienced 
zeal  and  afiection  of  the  House  of  Com* 
mons,  trosts  that  this  House  will  enable 
him  to  take  such  measures  as  the  exigency 
of  affairs  may  require." 

*  This  Message  was  ordered  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  to-morrow. 

■  Sir  M.  fT.  Ridi^  announced  his  inten* 
iion  of  opposing  the  grant  of  any  further 
•um  of  money,  because  he  could  see  no 
reason  to  call  for  the  additional  provision, 
under  existing  circumstances.  The  hon. 
baronet  was  proceeding,  when 

The  l^fcaker  called  him  to  order,  ob* 
serving,  that  upon  giving  notice  of  a  pro> 
ceeding,  it  was  not  regular  to  enter  into  a 
statement  of  reasons. 

.  Sir  M.  W.  Hidlty  said,  that  he  did  not 
desire  to  persevere,  but  he  thought  it  his 
<(uty  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
objecting  to  any  proposed  addition  tu  the 
burthens  of  the  country. 

.  Irish  Financbs,]  The  Report  of  the 
Select  Committee  on  the  Public  Income 
and  Expenditure  of  Ireland  having  been 
entered  as. read, 

Mr.  Feiry  FuxgtrM  said,  that  as  he  did 
not  apprehend  the  motion  he  should  have 
the  honour  of  submitting  to  the  House 
would  meet  with  any  opposition,  it  would 
not  be  necessary  for  him  to  enter  into  any 
detailed  observations  upon  the  subject. 
*rhe  House  was  aware  that  a  committee 
had  been  appointed  this  session,  similar  to 
that  which  had  been  appointed  on  a 
former  session,  to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
the  Bnances  of  Ireland ;  »that  committee, 
after  very  mature  deliberation,  made  a 
Report,  which,  in  consequence  of  the  very 
▼pluminous  Appendix  which  was  subjoined 
to  it,  could  not  be  printed  and  delivered 
to  the  members  before  this  day ;  he  should 
therefore  deem  it  unfair  to  enter  into  any 
discussion  upon  the  subject  now,  even 
if  he  did  not  intend  to  submit  the  motion 
with  which  he  should  have  the  honour 
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of  concluding.    After  examining  into  tbe 
state  of  the  lioaaces  of  Ireland,  the  coid- 
mittee  came  to  a  resolution,  which  they 
considered  themselves  competent  to  dc, 
under  the  Act  of  Union,  of  recomoiendiL: 
a  consolidation  of  the  Exchequers  of  tlh 
two  countries.     He  was  aware  that  then 
prevailed  in  the  committee  a  difference  o; 
opinion  upon  the  construction  of  the  7t: 
article  of  the  Union,  and  if  the  qoesttos 
were  now  to  be  discussed,  be  should  fee! 
it  necessary  to  justify  the  principles  upofi 
which  the  committee  bad  proceeded ;  bs: 
as  that  was  not  the  case,  he  shoo  Id  abstiria 
from   offering  any  arguments    upon  ihe 
subject ;  at  the  same  time  the  Uou:$e  wook! 
feel  that  it  was  right  to  mark  its  senie  o< 
the  importance  of  the  subject,  by  coming 
to  a  resolution  to  take  the  Report  id!o 
consideration  early  in   the  next  sessioc. 
There  were  many    reasons,   even   if  ne 
were  speaking  at  an  earlier  period  of  the 
session,  why  the  House  should  postpone  the 
consideration  to  the   next   Bewsion.     The 
object  of  the  proposition  was  to  alter  the 
whole  financial  state  of  Ireland,  and  i; 
was  therefore  highly  necessary  that  the 
public  of  that  country  should  be  folly  ap- 
prized of  the  extent  of  the  measure,  and 
of  the  manner  in  which  it  woold  aHeci 
them,  before  it  was  definitively  adopted. 
He  should  therefore  not  trouble  the  House 
any  longer,  except  to  read  the  last  para- 
graph of  the  Report,  which  recommended 
the  consolidation  of  the  two  Exchequers. 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  having  read  the  paragraph, 
concluded  with  moving, ''  Thai  this  House 
will,  at  an  early  period,  in  the  next  session 
of  parliament,  take  into  consideration  the 
said  Report." 

Mr.  Banket  said,  he  should  follow  the 
example  of  moderation  which  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  had  set  to  him,  and  sb- 
stain  from  entering  into  the  diacussiooat 
present.  In  all  that  he  bad  said  of  the 
importance  and  magnitude  of  the  subject 
he  fully  concurred :  he  concurred^  too,  is 
the  propriety  of  deferring  the  considers- 
tion  until  the  next  session.  lie  was  oae 
of  those  who  differed  from  the  right  boo. 
gentleman  and  from  the  majority  of  tae 
committee,  in  opinion  respecting  the  coo« 
stitution  of  the  7th  Article  of  the  Actot 
Union.  He  thought  they  had  taken  sa 
erroneous  view  of  the  whole  questioa. 
He  did  not  deny,  however,  that  many 
good  results  might  follow  from  the  adop- 
tion  of  the  irecommendation  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  from  the  proposed  union  of 
the  two  exchequers.    He  couldi  i^  avou 
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taking  Ibit  oppdfrtanity  of  doing  jatlioe  to 
the  abilities  of  the  right  hon.  gentloinan. 
Whatever  coorse  might  be  taken»  he  should 
regret  any  measure  which  should  deprive- 
the  country  of  the  righi  hon.  gentleman's 
services ;  he  had  often  diflbred  from  him, 
but  ho  had  at  all  times  been  sensible  of 
th^  great  talents  and  knowledge  which  he 
possestedt  of  the  candour  which  he  had 
upoii  all  occasions  shown,  and  of  the  zeal» 
the  fidelity,  and  distinguished  ability  with 
which  he » had  discharged  oU  his  public 
duties.  He  had  adopted  the  financier 
system  which  he  found  acted  on  by  others; 
if  in  his  (Mr.  Bankcs)  opinion  he  had  fol- 
lowed it  too  long,  he  had,  on  the  other 
hand,  showed  energy  and  great  abHtty  in 
his  efibrts  to  ameliorate  the  financial  state 
of  Ireland.  If  these  were  fauiu,  they 
were  the  faults  of  those  who  had  preceded 
the  right  hon.  gentleman ;  the  merits  of 
improvement  were  all  his  own. 
The  Kesoyiotion  was  agreed  to. 

AssizB  OF  Bbbao  Rbpbal  Bill.]  On 
the  motion  for  the  second  readiq^  of  the 
Bill  to  repeal  the  law  with  regard  to  the 
Assiae  of  Bread, 

Mr.  Calcrrfi  expressed  a  wisb  that  this 
motion  should  .be  postponed,  as  he,  among  * 
others  who  applied,  had  notyet  been  able 
to  obtain  from  the  Vote*oflKe  a  copy  of 
the  Report  of  the  committee  upon  which 
the  Bill  was  founded.  Thb  was,  besides, 
a  matter  of  such  general  interest,  that  he 
thought  it  ought  not  to  be  passed  until 
the  next  session,  in  order  that  the  pubfic 
should  have  sufficient  opportunity  to  con« 
sider  iu  merits.  For  himself,  he  declared 
an  inability  to  comprehend  how  the  public 
could  be  benefited  by  a  measure  of  this 
nature.  There  was  no  assise  law  as  to 
beer,  and  yet  that  article  Jiad  not  become 
cheaper  on  that  account. '  The  assiase  law 
only  fixed  the  maximum  at  which  bread 
should  be  sold,  but  by  no  means  prevented 
bakers  from  selling  at  a  cheaper  rate  if 
they  thought  proper. 

Mr.  F.  heim  regretted,  that  the  hon. 
gentleman  should  experience  any  diffi- 
culty in  procuring  the  Report  of  the  Com* 
mittee ;  but  he  saw  no  reason  Why  the 
second  reading  should  be  delayed,  as  the 
measure  had  been  already  so  long  under 
consideration,  and  as  the  session  was  not 
likely  to  continue  many  days. 

Mr.  Alderman  C.  SimUk  had  no  objec- 
tion to  the  Bill,  but  wished  \hat  the  bakers 
should  be  protected. 

General  Thohutm  was  anxioos  that  the 
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Bill  jhould  be  passed  with  all  convenient* 
expedition>.  and  wished  that  its  provision* 
were  extended  throughout  the  country.- 

Mr.  Alderman  Atkiia  thought  that  thn 
House  should  be  very  cautious  how  they 
overturned  a  system  which  had  stood  thu 
test  of  700  years.    The  principle  of  thn- 
Assise  Law  was,  m  bis  opinion,  unobjeo** 
tionable,  although  the  mode  of  taking  tho 
assize  was  imperfect,  and  required  modi* 
fication.    It  was  known  that  the  chandlerac 
settled  among  themselves  the  price  mt 
which  candles .  should  be  sold  per  dooen^' 
and  would  it  not  be  better  for  the  public 
that  this  price  should  be  settled  by  thf. 
magistrates  than  by  interested  parties  } 

Mr.  R*  Smiik  declared,  that  he  had  no% 
yet  seen  the  Report  alluded  to.         \         •. 

Mr.  F.  Ltwii  argued  at  some  length  in 
support  of  the  Bill.    The  total  repeal  ot 
the  Assize  Law  would,  he  said,  alone  be^ 
effectual,  and  this  was  demonstrated  by  a 
mass  of  evidence  examined  before   thnr 
Committee;  from  which  it  appeared,  that 
no  modification  would  avail  to  prodocSK 
the  desired  effect.    The  Assize  Law  had*, 
in  fact,  uniformly  served  to  render  bread 
dearer  instead  of  cheaner,  and  bread  was^ 
notoriously  lower  in  those  places  wher#r 
no  Assize  Law  prevailed.   The  hon.  alders 
man  (Atkins)  had  no  doubt  asserted  tho 
tendency  of  this  law  to  reduce  the  prion, 
of  bread,   and  yet    that  alderman  wat- 
among  those  who  contributed  so  much  ta 
agitate  tl^  public  some  time  ago,  by  aU 
ledging,  that  if  wheat  were  at  80r.  m 
quarter,  bread  must  be  sold  at  I6il.  a  loaf. 
Yet  if  such  were  the  effect,  a  quantity  o( 
wheat  which  wooldsellat  4l.,,woold  ii^ 
bread  produce  7/.  lis.    So  much  for  th^t 
profit  of  the  bakers,  and  the  conseauencef 
of  that  system  of  assize,  for  which  the  hon«' 
alderman  was  an  advocate  upon  this  oc^ 
casion.    It  appeared  in  evidence  that  thn 
assize  was  not  merely  the  maximum,  but 
afforded  a  pretext  for  keeping  op  the  high* 
price  of  bread;    For.  the  witnesses  exa* 
mined  before  the  Committee^  general ly^ 
answered,  that  no  respectable  baker  would 
sell  bread  at  a  lower  rate  than  that  fixed: 
by  the  assize,  because  breed  so  sold  waf* 
generally  considered  of  inferior  qOality^* 
Then  as  to  the  manner  of  fixing  the  assize^ 
it  mattered  nothing  to  the  baker  at  what 
price  dour  was  sold  under  the  existing- 
law,  because  that  price  settled  the  price  of* 
the  loaf,  and  that  m^bt  be  easily  fixed* 
by  arrangement  between  the  meaJman  and; 
the  baker ;  which  artangement  was  indeed 
the  niore  euy,  as  Ae  lattei  was  geaoraUr 
(ST) 
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Ikt  ftgeiM  of  tbf  ioimer.  The  'lalM«,  ia 
iKt|  who  was  ofton  a  very  -poor  oiao,  liad 
bis  Boor  ttt  long  creiUt  firo«^  th^  fei»ai«r; 
Hud  yet  the  price  sculed  ufMm  8ucbci«4it, 
fvrrocd  the  sUMlarcl  by  which  the  price 
of  bread  wiA  6x«d.  It  wm  obviom.  tbere- 
hn,  thai  the  public  mott  suffer  nndtsr  the 
acistMifC  iaw«  and  that  soch  a  few  oaghf 
to  be  aholisbed.  The  evil  was  iaheMDt  in 
Uk  laiMs  and  ao  aodilkaiion  as  to  the 
node  of  fixing  the  aftsiae  could  avail, 
▲noiiier  modification  which  be  intended 
tp  pBopose  in  iht*  coniflMftee»  was  to  aouMid 
the  law  as  it  now  stood,  imposing  a  pe- 
nalty OD  the  baker  for  any  bread  which 
he 'might  bane  on  hie  premises- being  short 
of  we^ht,  and  to.  inflict  the  penaKytdnJy 
ibr  such  bread  as  he  might  offer  to  sell  or 
aeioally  sell,  onder  the  fuH  weight,  pro- 
vided by  act  of  piarltament.  He  woald 
idsD«  of  coiifsa^  abolish  the  right  of  search* 
lag  the  premisas  for  such  bread,  at  it  was  . 
6ften  a  great  oppression  epon  a  man  to  be 
fined  Car  certain  loavee  being  deficient  in 
woighty  which  perhaps  were  never  in- 
tandfed  to  be  offered  ior  sale.  He  agreed 
#ith  the  bon.  alderman  that  the  passing 
thia  Act  was  only  an  experiment,  aawas 
the  case  indeed  with  almost  ejary  act 
which  that  House,  passed ;  but  be  thoilght 
it  impossible  to  make  the  experiment 
laisly^  without  wholl^y  repealing  the  pre* 
flsm  law.  He  was  anxious  that  the  mea- 
aare  shoald  be  carried  with  as  little  delay 
as  poaaible,  and  theeefore  shouhi  propose 
that  the  Bilh  be  comnsitted  on  Friday. 

The  CkoMcHfor  qf  lAe  Ruhtqittf  suggest* 
ed,  that  as  little  time  should  be  lost  as 
possihie  in  the  -present  advanced  atata  of 
the  session, 

^  Mr.  Tkfweff  thoogbt  ft  would  be  better 
to  pass.aiieh  a  measare  at  tha  eommenee* 
aaeat  rather  than  at  the  aad  of  a  seaston, 
bacaosa  thore  wovld  then  be  time  to  mark 
ite  operatioiii  and  to  amend  it  if  %mnA 
defieient* 

• 'Mr«  WIMuad  concurred  in  the  opinion 
expressed  by  bis  right  bon.  friend*  and 
thoaght  thai  it  would  be  better  to  make 
the  Bill  as  perfect  now  aa  poMible,  and 
then  leave  it  to  be  taken  op  again  and  passed 
at  the  begmning  of  the  next  session. 

Mr.  F.  JLasis  said,  that  one  argament, 
and  a  very  strong  one,  for  passing  the 
Qeatore  now  might  cease  to  exist  at  the 
commencement  of  the  next,  or  of  any 
ether  session ;  be  meant  the  present  low 
priqe  of  corn ;  at  the  tame  time  he  was 
diaposed  to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  House. 
.  7ha£iU  was  then  contmitt^Hl  ht  Friday. 


pan 

^Jvxtse  Bmihs  Bnu)-  Tba-ChaneallK 
of  the  Bxrht^fseb'  moved  theurdar  af  tbs 
day  fiar  going  into  a  consideeaiidD.  of  tbs 
Heport  of  the  %iMm^  Dotiea  Bill. 

Mr.  iianArs'said,  thai  this  waa  a  aahject 
of  tlie  oemoet  importance,  and  he  woaU 
not  suppose  hi#  right  ban.  friasid  cooM 
think  of  bringing  it  forward  in  aa  eeiy 
thin  a  Htoaae.  Ha  was  andonbledly  ia 
their  power,  bat  ho  did  not  wiah  to  taks 
advanu^«  of  there  not  b«ii»g  a  Hooae,  tq 
order  to  impede  %ba  boatness  of  hie  Ma* 
jesty's -Ocivernment.  Tha  pabiic,  how> 
ever,  were  at  the  same  time  ao  maferiallj 
inlereaied  in  many  poiiiu  of  this  sobject, 
which  remained  yet  uns^tled,  that  bs 
hoped  hts  right  ban.  friend  wcmld  name 
some  day  ^r  a  discoseion  of  the  aabject, 
when  a  MIer  attendance  «migbt  be  ei* 
pected. 

The  Ckmcellof  ^  iht  Exek^gmfr  said, 
that  after  the  candid  manner  in  which  bis 
hon.  friend  had  stated  bis  wish  §w  a  post- 
ponement of  the  business,  he  would  not 
press  it  at  present ;  bat  woold  lake  the 
opinion  of  the  Speaker  whether  tha  amend* 
menta  proposed  might  aoC  be  taken  oo  tht 
Report,  as  it  would  tend  maierially  to  eic* 
peditioa,  if  the  other  pans  could  ba  inken 
into  imntediate  consideration. 

Mr.  Gr«?|^lf  said,  he  had  ait  amaDdmeot 
of  ootistd arable  importance  to  propoee  re- 
lative to  the*  composition  which  had  beea 
made  with  the  Bank  respecting  iheetamps 
on  their  notes.  As  tha  Act  stood,  that 
composttton  bad  been  made  on  an  average 
of  tbf^e  yeiraS  now  ha  thovght  that  k 
should  be  on  the  average  of  the  laat  year. 
By  the  clauae  now  In  the  Bill,  ttie  Bsnk 
woold  pay  8*7,^00/.;  whereas  by  the  efllrct 
of  the  claose  he- bad  to  propose,  the  Bank 
w6uld  pay  IOO,OOOlL  The  Bank  had  ra- 
ce! ved  immenseadvantagea.  Since  1789, 
the  loss  to  the  >  public,  in  conaeqnence  of 
these -ad  fontages,  had  not  been  leaathaa 
half  a  million ;  and  he  saw  no  reaaon  why 
the  pubKc  should-  longer  submit  to  be  soch 
losers.  If,  therefore,  he  should  not  ataad 
in  a  worse 'situation,  but  could  move  hk 
clause  With  equal  effect  on  the  Report,  be 
should  have  no  objection  to  take  abe  de« 
bate  an  that  stage  of  the  Bill ;  but  if  be 
could  not  have  that  advantage,  be  abodd 
certainly  giro  it  his  opposition. 

The  Chancellor  9ftke  Eidlcgticr  appeded 
to  the  authority  of  the  Chair. 

'The  Speaker  expressed  his  opinion  to 
be,  that  sueh  a  daase  could  not  be  intro* 
duced  on  the  Report,  because  by  the 
clause  now  etandix^  in  the  Bitl  •  tax  was 


hnpomd  OB  Ifae  Bank  of  a  certain  sura. 
This  bad  been  done  by  a  committee  of  the 
whok  Hoade;  and  aa  the  clause  intended 
to  be  proposed  by  the  boa.  gentleman 
wo«Jd  go  to  imposa  a  higbcr  tax  oa  an 
Individ uid  (for  tbe  Bank  in  this  oase  must 
ataod  in  tl^  light  of  an  individiud),  he  was 
of  opiiiioo  ihat  according  to  the  forms  of 
the  House  euoh  a  clause  could  not  be  ad- 
iniited*  nor  properly  taken  into  consi- 
deration but  by  a  committee  of  the  whole 
HouM, 

Mr.  Thanaon  said*  that  when  the  bon. 
gentlecnaa  should  make  his  motion  for 
augmenting  the  Stamp  Duties  on  the  Baok» 
hoj  and  the.  gentlemen  concerned  in  oon- 
dncting  its  afiair^  would  be  prepared  to 
defend  tho  compesiiion  it  had  a»ade«  He 
.ahould  alao  be  ready  to  affirmj  that  the 
exemption  from  stamp-duty«  on  payment 
of  the  then  compositien^  was  considered 
in  the  price  of  the  charter.  He  complained 
that  the  hen.  gentleman  should  indulge  in 
fttflecliona  on  tbe  Bank,  and  depreciate 
tbe  high  character  and  credit  of  that  cor- 
.poratien^  .whicb  had  rendered  such  essen- 
tial service  to  tbe  public*  when  the  busi- 
iiesa  was  not  befolre  tbe  House  in  a  state 
tliat  admitted  his  reflections  to  be  an* 
Bwercd. 

Mr«>Forbes  and  Mr.  Mtjoribanks  also 
4>fiRMred  some  observations  respecting  tbe 
notes  of'Country  Banks,  and  particularly 
adverted  4o  the  heavy  operation  whicb 
the  Aet  would  have  on  the  Banks  of  Scot- 
land* Tbe  latter  gentleman  expressed 
iiis  hope  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer would  drop  the  tax  altogether, 
ns  it  was  intended  to.  al&ct  the  Scotch 
notes. 

Mr.  GUd^  hoped  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  woold  abandon  the  tax  upon 
periodical  publications  and  pamphlets,  and 
sipoQ  the  advertisements  which  the  pub- 
lishers of  those  works  attached  to  their 
covers,  announcing  such  other  works  as 
were  in  a  stale  of  publication.  He  consi- 
dered such  a  course  important  to  the  dif- 
fusion of  knowledge  ;  and  as  the  produce 
of  tbe  tax  was  but  trifling,  he  hoped  the 
right  hen.  gentleman  would  adopt  his  sug* 
gestioo.  ^ 

The  Chamdkr  qfihe  Erche^iier  said,  the 
tax  had  originated  wiih  qjieen  Anne,  and 
if  it  was  objectionable,  the  ministers  of 
the  present  day  were  not  liable  to  repre- 
hension as  its  Hiventora.  It  had  hitherto 
been  n  productive  tax»  and  in  ihe  present 
stale  mi  the  country,  he  did  not  feel  that 
heuihMildibaaallMtfixed  ill  Abandoning  it.  I 


Geaeral  nanffm  suggested  the  exp«* 
dtency  of  imposing  a  tax  on  pamphlet^, 
simila4:  to  that  on  newspapers,  by  which 
they  could  be  sent  post-free.  This,  hf 
thought,  would  be  more  productive  to  tba 
revenue,  and  w<^uld  tend  materially  to  thji 
diflusioa  of  knowledge. 

The  CkanceUor  fj  the  Exckequwr  sai4, 
that  any  persqn  might  now  have  their 
pamphlets  stamped  in  this  way,  and  seal 
post-free. 

After  some  furtber  conversatioil,  Ifall 
House  went  into  a  Committee.  i 
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Wednadtnf,  June  28. 

PsiNCX  BbGB9It's  IjklBSSAQB  |tESPSCTflUI|i 

TRB  Duke  of  Cumberlani^'s  MAaaiAoa.} 
The  order  of  the  day  for  taking  into  coo* 
sideration  the  Prince  Begent'a  Message 
respecting  the  n^rriage  of  the  duke  of 
Cumberland  having  been  read« 

Tbe  Earl  of  loperpool  said,  that  ia  pr%> 
posing  an  Address  in  answer  to  the  Me^ 
sage,  he  shoukl  onl  v  think  it  necessary  to 
state  the  nature  of  the  provision  which 
was  intended  to  be  made.  In  was  an  ad- 
dition of  6,000/.  a  year  to  the  Duke's  Inr 
come ;  with  a  jointure  to  the  same  amounit 
to  the  DochoN,  if  she  survived  his  Sogr4 
Highness.  He  concluded  by  proposing 
an  Address,  to  thank  the  Prince  Regent 
for  his  communication,  and  expressing 
their  readiness  to  concur  in  any  messmnea 
which  might  bp  necessary  for  the  seppetil 
of  the  dignity  of  the  Royal  Family.—- Tba 
Address  was  agreed  to. 

VoTc  or  Credit.]  The  Esorl  of  Xmr- 
fool  then  moved  the  or^^r  of  the  day  ib|r 
the  consideration  of  the  Prince  Regent'a 
Message  respectins  a  vole  of  credit.  The 
Messaffe  being  read,  his  lordship  efti&ervedl^ 
that  this  was  the  usual  message  at  tbe 
close  of  a  session,  for  placing  ah  nnap* 
propriated  sum  at  the  disposal  of  Govemi* 
roent  to  answer  any  exigenicies  ths^l  mighl 
arise  in  «tbe  course  of  public  »ffair9«  It 
could  not  be  expected  that  et  this  mome^ft 
he  should  enter  into  any  detailed  expe» 
sition  of  the  state  of  public  afiairs.  Upo^ 
this  vote  the  subject  was  undouhtedlj 
open  to  discussion;  but  he  believed  al 
would  be  generally  felt  not  to  be  expi^ 
dieot  to  raise  any  such  discusiiola  at  ihiS 
time.  This,  however,  would,  he  imagine 
ed,  be  universally  admitted,  that  it  was  of 
^reat  importance  to  enable  Governmenl 
to  prosecute  the  oosloH  with  ite  Mauil 
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)>OMibIe  vigour,  in  order  to  tecore  that 
object  which  wm  the  only  proper  and 
legitimate  object  of  all  our  warlike  exer- 
tions—a  just  and  honourable  peAce.  Deem- 
ing it  improper.  then»  at  this  period,  to 
enter  into  any  details  respecting  the  si- 
tuation of  public  affairs,  he  should  content 
liimseir  with  bar^y  stating,  that  the  sum 
to  be  taken  in  the  vote  of  credit  was  six 
toitlions.  He  then  mored  an  bumble 
Address  to  the  Prince  Regent,  thanking 
4iira  for  his  gracious  Message,  and  echoing 
the  Message  in  the  usual  manner* 

Ix>rd  GrenvUle  said,  he  did  not  rise  to 
oppose  the  i^otion, .  which,  on  the  con- 
trary, had  his  most  cordial  approbation. 
Nothing  could  be  more  proper  at  the 
"present  crisis,  than  that  ample  mewis 
ahoold  be  put  in  the  power  of  the  Crown 
to  turn  to  the  best  advantage  the  great 
exertions  which  had  been  made,  and  were 
vow  making,  and  at  length  to  bring  the 
ivhole  to  an  honourable  and  permanent 
-conclusion :  and,  indeed,  so  very  proper 
mnd  expedient  in  every  point  of  view  did 
"this  appear  to  be,  that  he  should  not  have 
thought  of  troubling  their  lordships,  even 
^ith  a  few  words,  bad  he  not  been  de- 
virouf  of  doing  that  duty  to  his  country 
«nd  to  its  noble  defenders— that  justice  to 
Ilia  own  feelings-^which  he  had  not  an 
opportunity  of  doing  on  the  ■  occasion, 
^hen  the  subject  was  brought  more  di- 
a'ectty  under  the  consideration  of  their 
lordships.  He  had,  in  truth,  conceired 
that  his  parliamentary  duties  had  be^n 
finished,  for  the. session;  but  bein^  in 
town,  and  understanding  that  this.business 
was  to  be  brought  forward  this  evening,. 
he  resolved  to  come  down,  in  order  to  add 
Ills  humble  tribiHe  of  applause  to  those 
sentiments  of  deep  and  heartfelt  approba- 
tion which  their  lordships  and  the  whole 
nation  had  expressed  towards  the  truly 
lioble  and  gallant  men  who  had  a  share 
in  that  signal  and  distinguished  achieve- 
tnent  which  filled  the  herfrt  of  every  Eng- 
lishman with  joy  and  exultation.  It  was 
only  from  not  being  aware,  in  time^of  the 
^ay  when  the  thanks  of  their  lordships 
nvere  to  be  voted,  that  he  was  prevented 
frofo  attending  his  duty  in  the  House  on 
that  occasion,  and  joining  the  expression 
of  his  admiration  and  applause  to  that  of 
their  lordships  and  the  country.  No  dis- 
tance of  place,  no  consideration  of  per- 
sonal convenience,  would  have  prevented 
him  from  coming  forward  to  discbarge  so 
sacred  a  doty.  Nothing  of  that  descrip- 
taoa  woyM  have  prevented  him  from  dqing 
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bimaalf  the  pleasure  to  atate  bow  warmlj 
he  concurred  in  every  mark  of  gratitadfl 
and  approbation  that  coold  ponibiy   be 
offered  to  those  who  had  conuiboted  a 
the  splendid  and  giorioua  achievoment  ts 
which  he  alloded :    bat,  indeed,  it  was 
hardly  necessary  to  state  his  concdrrenoe ; 
for  whatever  might  be  the  difierence  of 
opinion  as  to  the  necessity  and  jiMtice  of 
commencing  the  war,  when  once  we  were 
in  it,  all  must  concor  in  the  propositi^ 
that  it  ought  lo  be  carried  on  with  the 
otoiost   vigour;   and    when   intelligence 
was  received  of  this  almost  imperaf  ieM 
event,  the  heart  of  every  one  who  felt  ts 
a  man,  and  an  Englishmao,  must  have 
beat  high  at  the  elevation  on  which  Jiis 
country  was  plaoed  by  an  achievement  so 
truly  glorious  and  magniBcent:    for  be 
would  venture  to  say,  that  this  country 
was,  by  this  event,  raised  to  a  pilch  ^ 
elevation  which  it  had  never  before  occa- 
pied,  even  in  the  most  splendid  periods  of 
its  history.    It  was  an  acbieveaient,  not 
only  never  surpassed  in  the  huiory  q( 
Britain,  but  one  which  h^  hmrer  beea 
overmatched  by  any  exploit  recorded  in 
the  history  of  the  world.    [.Hear,  hear  \] 
Our  gratitude  and  admiraliononght.iherfr' 
fore,  to  be  as  unbounded  as  the  meriu  of 
that  renowned  commander  and  that  gai- 
lant  army,  who  had  raised  so  prood  s 
monument  to  the  fame  and  bonoer  of  their 
country,  and  contributed  in  socb  a  woo* 
derful  manner  to  the  great  object  of  plac* 
ing  its  safety  and  prosperity,  on  a  secure 
and  permanent  foundation.    Aakthe  Com- 
mander to  whom  all  thik  waa  owing,  and 
he  would  tell  them  that  it  wns  owing  ts 
the  invincible  obstinacy  and    nnsbakei 
courage,  to  the  character  and  composi- 
tion of  the  troops  which  he  had  the  bap* 
piness  to  command*     Ask  Uie  troo^is 
whom  it  was  owing,  and  they  woeki  icU 
them  with  one  voice-«-for  so  it  appeared 
by  letters  as  well  as  by  verbal  commoni- 
cations  from  those  who-  were •  eye- wit* 
nesses  of  the  scene — that  it  waa  owioc  ts 
the  unparalleled  exertional  the 'matchless 
skill,  and  unequalled  •  merits  oftheCMh 
mander.    Ask  their  country  to  whoa  it 
was  owing,  and  the  nation  ^  with  one  votes 
would  say,  that  it  was  to  the  valooiLad 
merits  of  both..    The  Commander  was 
worthy  of  the  charge  of  calling  forth  tbe 
qualities  and  directing  the  eeergiea  of  sack 
troops ;  the  troops  were  worthy  of  being 
led  to  victory    by  such   a  commander. 
[Hear,  hear!]     But  It  was  not  merely 
with  a  view  to  the  fame^aad  aaillsary 
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if  he  were  to  lee  the  ministert  of  gorern* 
ment^  from*  these  or  any  other  motWes, 
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glory  of  the  country,  that  thia  event  waa 
importanc.      It  waa  of  vavt  consequence 
with  a  Tiew  to  that  which  was  alone  the 
just  and  legitimate  object  of  war— the  at*< 
tainmertt  ol  an  honourable  and  permanent 
peace;    and  he  trusted  that  this  grand 
achievement  would  be  attended  with  the 
desirable  effect  of  at  length  securing  to 
the  nation 'that  peace  so  much  wanted. 
He  did  not  mean  perpetual  peace,  for  that 
would  be  a  vain  expectation  ;     but  be 
trusted  it  would  have  the  effect  of  relieving 
the  country  from  the  pressure  of  perpetual 
war,  or  from  such  a  state  of  peace  as  must 
be  attended  with  the  apprehensiona  and 
burthens  of  a  dangerous  war,  and  was 
worse  than  war  itself.    The  present  con- 
test watf  in  his  opinion,  most  just  and  ne- 
cessary in  ita  commencement,  and  one 
which   ought  to  be  prosecuted  with  a 
vigour  and.  decision  worthy  of  its  object; 
and  he*  was  ready  to  give  hit  tribute  of 
approbation  to  those  by  whom  the  mieans 
of  producing  aubh  a  splendid  result  had 
been  fiirnished.    The  contest  waa^  com- 
mented as  the  last  effbri  necessary  to 
flecore  U>  the  nation  the  t>enefita  of  up* 
wards  of  twenty  years^active  exertion, 
and  he  trusted  that  now  at  last  this  country 
and  Etirope  would  be  suffered   to  enjoy 
the  blessings  of  peace.    It  waa  true  the 
*boon,  if  it  could  be  obtained,  must  be 
considered  as  having  been  purchased  at 
the  expense  of  the  most  valuable  lives 
•which  Ihia  country  had  ever  produced; 
but  even  those  who  were  most  nearly 
connected  with   those  departed   heroes, 
and  who  most  deeply  felt.and  lamented 
their  loss,  even  they  must  confesa  that 
their  blood  had  not  been  ahed  in  vain,  if 
It  purchased  the  permanent  safety,  tran* 
quillity,  and  .prosperity  of'  their  country 
and  of  Europe.    It  waa  to  be  hoped,  that 
'  care  would  now  be  taken  so  to  improve 
our  success  astiot  to  allow  thia  great  ob* 
•  ject  again  to  elude  our  grasp.  If  be  conld 
perceive  any  disposition  among  their  lord* 
ships,  any  disposition  in  Parliament,  or 
in  the  nation  in  general ;    if  he .  could 
perceive  any  disposition  in  those  to  whom 
the  administration  of  the  government  was 
entrusted,  to  remit-  our  exertions,  and  to 
leave  the  great  object  unaccomplished; 
if  he  were  to  see  them  inclined,  firom  a 
apirit  of  premature  accommodation,   or 
ntlse  notions  of  magnanimity,  from  a  wiah 
•immediately  to  relieve  the  country  from 
ita  borthens;  or  from  a  deaire  on  the  other 
band  to  inaia^t  upon  any  thing  which  ought 
not  in  jviatica  and  honour  to  ha  demanded ; 


prepared  again  to  give  op  our  advantages, 
and  leave  Europe  exposed  to  new  wars 
and  fresh  convulsions,  then,  and  then  only 
would  he  say,  that  the  best  blood  of 
Britain  had  been  shed  in  vain.— [Hear,* 
bear  !]  But  he  had  no  reason  to  appro* 
bend  that  this  would  be  the  case.  The 
universal  opinion  in  their  lordships  House^ 
and  the  other  House  of  Parliament,  and 
he  trusted  the  unanimous  sentiment  of 
the  nation  was,  that  our  exertions  masi 
be  prosecuted  with  viffoor  till  the  great 
object  of  the  war,  of  all  our  exertions  and 
aacriflces,  should  be  fully  and  permanently 
obtained.  He  had  every  reason  to  believe 
that  such  was  the  feeling  and  opinion  of 
the  members  of  Administration,  and  it  waa 
that  confidence  only  he  wished   to 
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mark  the  circumstance— it  was  in  that 

confidence  only  that  be  gave  his  moat 

entire  and  cordial  assent  to  this  proposition* 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  nem  du. 
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Wtdnesdayp  June  23. 

Motion  rxspbcting  Mr.  MAUiaQN'a 
Invention*]  Sir  FtorcU  Buirdeti,  in  pur* 
suance  of  hia  notice,  rose  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  invention  of 
Mr.  Mallison,  for  preserving  the  lives  of 
shipwrecked  mariners.  Thia  subject,  in« 
deed,  bad  been  frequently  before  .them» 
and  he  was  quite  at  a  loss  to  conceive  on 
what  grounds  they  coufd  refuse  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  adopting  the  in* 
vention.  The  Report  of  the  Committee 
appointed  to  examiiie  into  the  benefits  to 
be  produced  by  this  invention  had  de- 
clared, that  it  would  tend  to  save  many 
^valuable  Jives ;  and,  indeed,  it  was  ob* 
vioua  to  him,  that  Mr.  Mallison  bad  ap« 
plied  the  power  Of  cork  to  a  purpose  more 
beneficial  than  was  ever  before  known. 
If  this  were  true,  the  House  ought  not  to 
refuse  to  make  him  an  adequate  remone- 
ration,  particularly  as  la^ge  sums  had 
been  voted  to  other  eentlemen  for  their 
inventions.  Captain  Manby  and  Lieute* 
nant  Bell  had  received  considerable  com- 
pensations for  their  services  to. the  public^ 
and  there  existed  no  reason  whatever  why 
Mr.  Mallison  should  be  neglected.  Hii 
invention  waa  not  only  useful  to  the  navy, 
but  also  to  the  army,  aa  it  would  tend  to 
save  men  who  were  wrecked  in  transporta 
at  aea ;  and  when  it  was  considered  thai 
19,000  meo  of.  all  descriptiona  had  pe» 
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tithed  by  abtpv^reck  dtaring  Ihe  hat  ftm, 
no  one,  be  tbomght,  would  qvefiioa  ibe 
expediency  of  sdoptiag  an  inveniion 
which  might  save  Ibe  lives  of  so  mony  of 
bis  Majesty's  subjects.  The  olility  oftlM 
invention  could  not,  he  Ihought,  be  disputed, 
3ttfter  the  report  of  «  coounittee  of  ihttt 
House  in  iu  favour,  and  alter  the  several 
testimonies  from  naval  officers,  as  f»  tei 
efficacy  in  saving  seamen ;  9omt  ef  wiHch 
eesU monies  the   hon.  bnronet  repd  to  the 

Souse,  especially  a  letter  fro«i  eaptato 
arris,  stating  a  caee  iu  which  a  boat's 
crew,  employed  to  assist  a  transport  whiHl 
bad  got  on  the  breakers^  in  the  port  ^ 
St.  Andero,  derived  the  uttaioet  advantage 
from  the  use  of  Mr.  Mallison's  Seaman's 
t^riend,  while  another  boat's  crew,  which 
attempted  to  follow  tlie  former,  was  en* 
tirely  lost.  He  therefore  hoped,  tbalos 
one  committee  had  been  appimited  lo 
examine  into  the  fects,  there  would  bene 
eppositron  to  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
Ibe  expediency  of  carrying  into  execution 
If  r.  MalHson's  plan  for  saving  the  lives  of 
aeamen  and  others,  whose  lives  might  be 
endangered  by  shipwreck,  and  by  the  up- 
aetting  of  boats.  He  concluded  with 
faa^ii^,  "  That  a  Committee  be  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
carrying  into  execution  Mr.  MelWison's 
plan  of  an  institution  for  -saving  the  lives 
ef  shipwrecked  men,  and  men  expoaed  to 
danger  from  boots  upsetting." 

Mr.  Jfofc  said,  that  the  plan  of 'Mr. 
MaHfsen  bad  been  tried  in  his  presence,  as 
.m  flsember  of  the  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  merits  of  the  invention  ;  and  bis  cork 
jackeu  did  certainly  serve  to  keep  men 
afloat,  who  were  incapebte  of  swimming. 
But  the  cork  jackets  of  Mr.  Maliison 
piroved  to  be  really  little  more  than  the 
erdinary  cork  jackets.    Yet  Mr.  Maliison 
liad  been  rewarded  for  his  invontson,  for 
he  had  been  granted  tOOf.,  which,  in  his 
opinion,  was  sufficient.     As  to  the  motion, 
the  feet  was,  that  whether  it  wen  agveed 
to  ornol  was  not  material  to  Ihe  saving 
ef  life  or  property  from  shipwreck ;  be* 
Cauie,  if  the  invention  of  Mr.  Maliison,  la 
it  was  called,  were  really  usefol,  it  would 
toward  itself,  for  It  would  be  generally 
purchased ;  but  «t  was  no  proof  of  the  ao^ 
euracfy  of  the  bon.  baronet's  information, 
that  those  cork  jackets  were  not  found  to 
be  much  in  demand  among  tlie  mercan* 
tUo   officers  or  seamen,   who  would   of 
course  buy  them,  if  assered  of  their  etiliiy. 
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cielly  wbero  lives  coeld  be  oevied  ;  bat, 
in  Uie  preaent  insianea,  he  did  ool  thak 
that  any  farther  remuaeratiea  irs»  aecc^ 
sary. 

SkAMpk  yer*s  r^iceled  Ihe   idee  e£ 
those  jackets  nSbediog  any  eecmitf  kr 
seemeo  baleaging  to  a  aNm  ef  wax.    Fcf 
unless  every  seaman  were  dreaaed  in  s 
eei  k  jacket,  hew  wee  one  to  be  fieng  to 
Jack,  if  he  foU  eeesbeerd  wUle  tbe  ship 
was  gt>ing  et  the  rale  of  five  osr  eix  knsii 
en  hoer?     He  belieead  the  plan  te  be 
wholly  dcstituu  ef  that  pnMsticel  ntah^ 
whkh  coeld  justify  the  House  ia  sicqeist- 
cinf  io  the  motion.    The  great  ead  only 
merit  ef  Mr.  Malltsee'e  invemioa  appear- 
ed ^  be,  to  bave  proved  that  cerk  wasef 
e  liight  and  floating  nature. 

Mr.  Wkkkntd  said,  that  the  committee 
had  seporied  favourably  ef  tbia  ioveatiee; 
and  as  lo  the  IOCM.»  itwaafiven,  net  by 
way  of  reward,  but  to  protect  Mc«  Malii- 
son  against  the  exjpeasos  of  bvingmg  wit* 
nesses  before  the  committee.  He  tbeoght 
it  would  be  n  very  •good  thing,  if  e  ceruin 
number  of  these  cork  jeokela  «eta  ea 
beard  every  ship  of  war  and  f  rrhat 
vessel.  With  regard,  however^  to  Ibe  ia* 
vention  of  captain  Manby,  it  waa  ^ai^ 
distinct  from  that  of  Mr.  Mbllieoii ;  and  te 
should  be  glad  to  kaew  wbet  atapa  bad 
been  taken  for  renderins  afiectnal  captain 
Manby's  plan.  He  had  heard  tba|» 
withstanding  the  etasost^ezertieaa 
by  that  ingeasoas  man,  it  bad  aot 
carried  to  iu  foil  eaient.  Great  advaa* 
tages  were  to  be  derived  iirem  it,  aad  bs 
thought  the  inventor  eugbt  to  be  better 
rewarded. 

Mr.  Bom  stated,  that  the  Secretaiy  for 
tbe  Home  departmeat  and  the  Adasiralty, 
▼ied  with  each  other  in  proBMtiog  tbe 
ane  of  caplaia  Manby's  inveatiea,  and  in 
conaequence  no  Ism  than  \M  atationa 
were  already  iieed  opoa  where  malersals 
where  to  be  plaoed»  in  readiness  for  tbe 
executien  of  this  merilortofs  plan  for  aav- 
iag  -the  lives  of  asaasaau 

Mr.  hmhum  bore  teatiaiony  la  tbs 
eagerness  of  Qovemannt  to  give  ewy 
possible  focility  to  captain  Maaby^  plaau 
Mr.  Wyim  hoped  that  no  means  weuMi  bs 
neglected  by  his  Msjesty's  ministers  lo 
bring  that  most  beneficiar  iaventtoa  into 
general  use.  Upwards  ef  a  faundved  Uvies 
bad  aheady  been  aaaed  by  it«  Be 
thought*  bowever,  that  some  compensation 
sfimild  be  f  iaen,  not  only  to  tbe  mea  wbo 


He  did  not  wish  to  oppose  a  reward  where  I  knt  tfasnr  boats,  but  alaato  tbe  foaaillea  ef 
any  mea  was  folrly  eaiitled  ie  it,  espe^^  leueb  as  pensfaad  bi  Ibuir  enartiana.^  for 


be  beiev«i  ibac  niuiy^  'wera  aftmid^  i» 
tbe  caM  sow  0io«d»  «^  iMtviag  tbeif  wnwt 
and  ciMldfao  onpiwrMiad  for. 

Mr.  litie  veplied*  ilvti:  the  metnine  r#« 
CMimMided  by  the  hon.  gontleflian  mU 
neatly  larmed  pari  of  tlie  plan. 

Sir  ItaMM  Mmdm  nid,  thai  a  right 
boQ.  mamber  bad  alated,  that  Mr.  MalH* 
aoii**  plan  coald  nat  be  calted  airinfamiim, 
CB  arcoont  of  ito  great  ttniplictiy  ;  bat  ha 
shoaM  thtah,  that  that  fact  canilitatad  iia 
greatest  merit.  As  to  what  had  been 
meatioiied  impacting  a  catnpemation  to 
the  families  of  those  who  lost  thaw  Itrea 
unde#  oapiatn  "Manby's  plan,  he  thought 
it  waaid  be  a  nraah  cheaper  and  nsore 
beneficial  measure  to  eneoutage  a  plan 
that  would  prarent  their  lives  from  being 
lost.  The  cork  jacket  was  maeh  more 
simple  and  useful,  and  many  naval  men 
bad  testified  their  approbation  of  it.  Cap* 
tain  Harris^  in  a  letter  datedl  Spithead, 
I&I4,  had  declared,  that  it  perfect^  an* 
swwred  all  purposes ;  and  he  instanced  a 
case  where  the  crew  of  a  boat,  going  to 
die  relief  of  a  transport, '  had  been  saved, 
while  a  boat  belonging  to  another  ship, 
which  attemiHcfd  to  follow,  was  upset,  and 
the  whole  of  the  lives  lost,  in  consec^ence 
of  the  men  not  being  clad  in  the  jacket 

Mr.  fV.  SsitM  said,  that  without  going 
into  the  compaffativa  merits  of  the  two  in- 
ventions^  he  thought  that  Mr.  Mallison 
bad,  at  least,  the  merit  of  great  perse- 
veranoe ;  and  ha  most  sincerely' hoped  that 
some  pablic  notice  would  be  taken  of  his 
pkn,  in  order  that  it  might  be  brought 
into  eeneral  use.  If  encouragement  were 
afibrded  by  the  public  boards,  a  great 
number  of  lives  might  be  saved.  Mr. 
Mallrson  bad  written  him  a  letter  on  this 
subject,  wherein  he  stated,  that  three 
sloops  were  recently  lost,  and  almost  all 
their  crews  perished,  whose  lives  might 
have  been  saved  by  the  use  of  his'  jacket. 

Mr.  FFiikir^)rce  was  happy  to  hear  that 
rewards  were  given  to  those  who  risked 
their  lives  ander  captain  Manby's  plan, 
and  hoped  that  Government  would  em- 
ploy every  esertion  to  carry  it  into  com- 
plete effisct. 

Tbe  question  was  then  called  for,  and 
the  House  divided : 

For  the  Motion ••.••27 

Against  it    • 92 

Majority «••  -^G5 


JimaM,  1»15. 


PanrcB  Reqbnt's  Message  bbspbcting 

tfTB    DURB  OF  CvMBBRLAND's  MarRIAGB.] 

Iword  ^kutkrct^  having  .movad  Ihat  the 

t 


0»m 

HabsaaboaU  resolve Usalf  intb a camoiii* 
tea  to  caaakler  tbe  Frinee  Begant'n  Met^ 
sage*  taspecting  the  narsiaga  of  thadufci 
of  CtMsberland,  said,  that  in  submitttng 
ta  the  CauMMttaa  the  motion  which  hm, 
should  have-  the  honaur  of  proposing,  km 
should  not  feel  it  necessary  to  irooble  thp 
House  with  BMBy  observations;  far  ba 
oeoMaot  oottceive,  under  all  the  cireuni^ 
stances  of  the  easa»  any  grounds  opoft 
which  it  was  likely  to  be  opposed.  H* 
was  aware,  indeed,  that  in  tbe  present 
state  of  the  country,  any  proposition  ilbr 
throwing  an  additional  buiden  epon  i^ 
might  be  received  with  extreme  jealousy 
and  relaotanee;  yet,  consi^fently  with 
the  principle  upon  whieh  Parliament  had 
acted  in  similar  cases,  be  could  not  ima* 
gine  any  wise  ground  of  opposition. 
When  any  branch  of  the  Soyal  FapaiJy 
married  with  the  full  consent  of  the  Crown^ 
which  in  this  case  had  been  obtained,  h» 
apprehended  it  had  always  been  the 
course  pursued  by  Parliament  to  make  an 
adequate  provision  for  such  branch,  so  as 
to  enable  it  to  support  the  expenses  inci* 
dent  to  that  situation,  and  to  secure  a 
reasonable  provision  for  tbe  Princess  who 
might  happen  to  be  the  consort,  in  the 
event  of  surviving  her  husband.  The 
principle  on  which  that  had  always  beea 
done  was  one  so  simple  and  obvious,  that 
if  no  prejudice  prevailed,  it  would  natu« 
rally  suggest  itself;  for  the  House  was 
aware,  that  the  provision  granted  to  tha 
younger  branches  of  the  Royal  Family, 
was  calculated  with  a  view  to  their  having 
merely  to  support  an  establishment  as  un- 
married  individuals.  With  respect  to  the 
amount  of  provision  already  made  by* 
Parliament  fbr  those  younger  branches, 
the  House  knew  that  it  amounted  only  to 
1 6,000/.  a  year,  subject  to  the  deduction^ 
for  the  Income  Tax.  It  was  evident,  how* 
ever,  that  if  that  sum  was  thought  to  be  a 
liberal  allowance  for  those  illustrious  indi* 
viduals  in  their  unmarried  state,  it  could 
not  be  considered  as  an  adequate  one  for 
maintaining  with  due  splendour  and  dig- 
nity their  rank  and  character  when  mar- 
ried«  VYbat  he  intended  to  propose^ 
therefore,  was  that  the  sum  of  6,000/.  per 
annum  should  be  granted  to  their  royal 
highnesses  the  Duke  9nd  Duchess  of  Cum- 
berland, for  their  joint  lires,  and  in  the 
event  of  the  Duchess  of  Cumberland  sur- 
viving her  husband,  that  she  should  enjoy 
the  6,000/.  as  her  dowry  during  the  term 
of  her  natural  life.  He  trusted  the  cjues- 
tion  was  ona  ao  simple  in  itself  that  it  did 
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not  require  the  tupfMirt  of  ergamentp  bo" 
caote  it  reited  upon  a  recognised  princi* 
l^le,  that  the  grant  was  necessary  from  the 
iitaatioD  i«i  whlpb  the  illustrious  Duke  was 
placed.  If  some  arrangement  of  that 
kind  was  not  made.,  his  income  would  not 
be  adequate  to  his  cooditioo  as  a  son  of 
.the  King  of  Great  Briuin,  and  whose  chil- 
dren might  one  day  inherit  the  crown  of 
England.  He  trusted  the  House  would 
feel  that  the  grant  which  he  had  proposed 
was  taken  upon  as  moderate  a  scale  as 
possible;  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  re* 
ceifed  in  thai  spirit  of  attachment,  to  the 
reigning  Family  which  Parliament  had 
always  manifested  upon  similar  occasions. 
The  noble  lord  then  moved, 

"  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  coni- 
mittee*  that  his  Majesty  be  enabled  to 
grant  a  yearly  sum  of  money  out  of  the 
consolidated  fundi  not  exceeding  in  the 
iKrhole  the  sum  of  6000/.  to  uke  place  and 
be  computed  from  the  5ih  day  of  July* 
1815,  towards  providing  for  the  establish- 
ment of  their  royal  highnesses  the  Duke 
and  Docheu  of  Cumberland,  and  to  be 
settled  on  her  royal  highness  the  Duchess 
of  Cumberland,  in  case  her  ro^al  highness 
should  survive  his  royal  highness  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland.^' 

Mr.  fVhitshed  Ktenc  said,  that  no  man 
was  more  attached  to  a  limited  monarchy 
thffn  himself,  or  more  sensible  of  ail  the 
advantages  enjoyed  by  those  who  lived 
under  one;  and  in  consequence  of  that 
attachment  he  was  always  ready  to  con- 
tribute whatever  was  really  necessary  for 
supporting  the  dignity  of  all  the  branches 
of  that  family  by  which  limited  monarchy 
in  thi^  country  was  upheld.  He  must 
say,  however,  that  this  did  not  appear  (o 
him  an  application  to  which  Parliament 
ought  to  accede.  The  duke  of  Cumber- 
land already  possessed  18,000/.  a  year; 
and  that  income,  added  to  some  peculiar 
privileges  which  he  enjoyed,  afforded  him 
more  means  of  liberal  expenditure  than 
22  or  23,OOOi.  a  year  woiild  to  any  other ; 
and  especially  if  the  Royal  Duke  should 
reside  abroad,  it  would  be  equal  to  30,000/. 
a  year.  He  confessed  that  when  he  con- 
sidered the  number  of  claims  which  existed 
upon  the  liberality  and  bounty  of  this 
country,  when  he  remembered  how  much 
misery  bad  been  created  by  the  late  glo- 
rious victory^  and  which  the  benevolence 
of  Parliament  might  help  to  alleviate,  he 
should  feel  more  pleasure  in  voting  four 
times  the  proposed  sum  for  any  of  these 
purposes,  than  io  granting  4he  present 


oae  to  the  doke  of  CnmberlaiMl.     Hi 
every^  reapect   for  the  brandies  of 
Royal  family,  and  wiahed  to  see  their 
niiy  properly   aupported  ;  bat   be  n 
could    not  concur    in  this  ▼oie,  for  4 
reasons  he  had  stated*    The  hon.  roei 
then  adverted  to  the  superior  merits  of^ 
duke  of  Wellington  as  compared 
those  of  the  doke  of  Comberlsnd,  and 
tended,  that  if  the  country  bad  any  m< 
to  spare,  it  should  rather  be  given  to 
ment  his  allowance,   and  to    relieve 
sufferings  of  his  .brave  arniy  and 
relatioiis« 

Sir  U.  W.  Ridlty  said»  be  woold 
yield  to  the  noble  lord*  or  Io  any  msa^ 
the  country,  in  the  esteem  and  resps^ 
which  he  bore  for  every  branch  of  ill 
Royal  family,  nor  waaany  olae  leas  ioclisi 
than  himself  to  uke  from  tbem  whatcvQ 
was  necessary  for  the  due  maintenance  s 
their  splendour  and  doneatic  comfort ;  bi 
in  speaking  his  sentiments  in  that  Hoos 
without  reserve,  he  apprehended  be  prov« 
himself  as  great  a  friend  to  monarchy,  i 
he  should  by  giving  a  tacit  vote  upon  tb 
subject.  In  his  opinion,  nothin^^  cam 
near  to  this  qoestion  as  a  precedent,  excep 
the  marriage  of  the  duke  of  York,  whici 
only  bore  to  it  a  very  remote  analogy 
On  'making  a  provision  for  the  doke  ol 
York,  a  view  was  had  to  the  probahilitf 
of  the  succession  of  his  marriage,  as  the 
Prince  of  Wales  entertained  •  at  that  time 
no  idea  of  marrying.  Bot  a  material 
change  had  since  occurred;  and  God 
forbid  that  the  hopes  and  expectations  oi 
the  loyal  people  of  this  country  should  noi 
be  realised  in  the  princess  Charlotte. 
With  respect,  however,  to  the  marriage  oi 
the  duke  of  Cumberland^  it  waa  notoee 
which  ought  to  be  looked  at  in  a  natiosai 
point  of  view,  or  which  rendered  it  neces- 
sary on  this  ground  (or  Parliament  to  aep 
in  to  vote  a  grant  for  increasing  the 
income  of  the  parties.  If  their  roja! 
highnesses  were  to  live  in  a  foretgn 
country,  he  could  see  no  reason  for  asj 
new  ffrant  to  increase  their  allowance; 
but  it  they  intended  Io  reaide  in  tbs 
country,  the  matter  would  certainly  be 
materially  changed.  As.  long  as  tba 
illustrious  person  might  chooee  to  lin 
abroad,  there  would  be  no'  groond  foi 
taking  6000/.  a  year  out  of  the  pocket 
of  the  people.  Certainly  if  their  rova 
highnesses  were  to  fix  their  permanei 
residence  in  this  coaiitry,  a  dua  dem 
of  splendour  and  magnificence  woold  b 
desirable^  aod  thus  the  graai  woold  \ 


loss}       theMmit^qfAeDiikci^CMferkmd.        Juiib28,  1815. 


[iMtf 


less  objectionable.  On  the  whole,  how- 
eTor,  under  the  present  circamstances  of 
iho  country*  he  was  not  inclined  to  agree 
to  the  Tote.  The  bon*  baronet  concluded 
with  correcting  a  mistake  in  some  reports 
of  a  few  words  which  he  had  said  on  a 
preceding  e? ening«  and  which  represented 
him  as  having  expressed  his  intention  to 
oppose  the  motion  that  was  about  to  be 
made  for  an  additional  vote  of  credit 
He  had  no  such  intention,  but  had  merely 
alluded  to  his  intended  opposition  to  this 
question  now  before  the  House. 

The  ChanctUor  (f  the  Exchequer  con- 
tended, that  it  was  the  custom  of  Parlia- 
ment, upon  the  marriage  of  any  branch 
of  the  Royal  family,  to  provide  the  means 
of  supporting  the  establishment  incident 
to  such  a  condition,  with  proper  dignity 
and  splendour;  and  indeed  the  House  could 
not  but  be  aware,  that  the  support  of  the 
inonarchy  itself  was  intimately  connected 
with  enabling  the  Boyal  family  to  main- 
tain that  kind  of  splendour  which  was 
naturally  expected  from  it,  and  which  it 
would  be  an  unwise  economy  on  the  part 
of  that  House  to  limit.  The  question, 
therefore,  was,  what  sum  would  be  neces- 
sary,  on  the  present  occasion,  to  enable  his 
royal  highness  the  dqke  of  Cumberland  to 
support  that  requisite  splendour  ;  and  he 
thought  his  noble  friena  had  fixed  it  upon 
as  small  a  scale  as  was  possible.  The  hon. 
baronet  who  spoke  last  had  laid  sreat 
stress  upon  the  intelligence  he  had  re- 
ceived, that  their  royal  highnesses  intended 
So  reside  abroad ;  but  was  it  for  that  House 
to  say  that  they  should  from  necessity 
reside  out  of  this  country-^^to  compel,  by 
its  parsimony,  a  branch  of  the  Royal 
family  so  near  in  the  succession  to  the 
crown,  though  certainly  not  likely  to  fill 
it,  to  banish  himself  as  it  were,  to  a  foreign 
kingdom  ?  Another  supposition  had  been 
adverted  to  in  the  course  of  the  debatCi 
namely,  that  the  proposed  grant  would 
interfere  with  the  other  supplies  for  the 
public  service,  or  acts  of  becoming  libe-* 
rality ;  and  certainly  if  ^be  thought  that 
were  likely  to  happen,  he  should  be,  in- 
duced to  weigh  with  the  most  scrupulous 
accuracy  which  of  the  various  cases  was 
most  urgent  and  necessary  :  but  feeling.as 
be  did,  that  that  House  would  not  stint  any 
branch  of  the  public  service,  nor  with- 
hold any  becoming  liberality,  he  could  not 
but  consider  the  present  iimong  those 
claims  that  ought  to  be  complied  with. 

Mr.  Whiulted  JC»ii^  explained.    He  was 
pf  opioion«  that  public. serfices  of  impor- 
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tance  were  kept  back  by  grants  of  this 
description.  The  vote  to  the  army  ough^ 
not  to  have  been  curtailed ;  and«  he  thought 
it  would  be  better  to  give  the  sum  now 
called  for,  in  additiop  to  what  had  been 
alreadj^. granted  to  them,  than  lo  appro- 
priate it  to  the  use  for  which  it  was  now 
demanded. 

Mr*  Bamei  said,  that  some  communi* 
cation  should  have  been  made  to  Parlia* 
ment  on  this  subject,  long  before  the 
Message  had  been  brought  down ;  sinco 
it  was  generally  supposed,  that  an  event 
of  this  kind  had  been  in  contemplation 
for  a  considerable  period.    He  was  sur«« 

Crised  that  this .  proposition  should  be 
rought  forward  now,  within  a  foribight  of 
the  termination  of  the  session,  when  there 
were  few  members  in  town.  But  he  had 
remarked,  that,  when  a  sum  of  money  wa^ 
to  be.  moved  for,  which  ought  not  to  bo 
granted,  it  was  always  called  for  at  § 
season  like  the  present,  when  the  House 
was  very  thinly  attended.  He  shool(^ 
consider  the  subject,  first,  with  reference 
to  the  situation  of  the  country,  and  next 
with  relation  to  the  person  in  whose 
favour  th^  grant  was  proposed.  In  hii| 
mind,  tl)e  present  time  wss  very  unfit  for 
making  an  application  for  an  additional 
sum,  although  it  was  not  of  great  magni* 
tude.  An  hon.  gentleman  below  him  had 
most  truly  stated,  that,  if  a  single  shilling 
could  be  spared,  it  ought  to  be  given  fo 
those  brave  men  who  had  so  nobly  and  soi 
successfully  fought  the  battles  of  their 
country.  This  observation  was  more  par* 
ticularly  entitled  to  attention,  when  the 
House  recollected  the  immense  sum  whicli 
the  Royal  family  at  present  received.  The 
Crown,  at  this  moment,  enjoyed  a  revenue 
for  its  own  purposes,  little  short  of  a  miU 
lion  per  annum.  The  expenditure  of  the 
year  1814  was  upwards  of  900,000^ 
looking  to  this  .circumstance^  he,  for  one, 
was  ready  to  say,  that  this  additional  sum! 
ought  not  to  be  granted.  As  to  the  per- 
son in  whose  behalf  this  proposition  was 
made,  he  would  plainly  state,  that  what* 
ever  respect  he  felt  for  the  rest  of  the 
Royal  family,  that  respect  did  not  extend 
to  the  duke  of  Cumberland.  [Hear, 
hear!]  His  royal  highness  was,  perhaps, 
the  only  member  of  the  Royal  family  that 
could  come  to  the  House  and  make  n 
request  of  this  nature,  which  he  could 
stand  forward  and  refuse.  He  wished  to 
speak  of  that  fiimily  generally  and  collec-t 
tively  in  those  terms  of  respect  which  their 
high  rank  caUad  for ;  but,  he  would  pnl 
/      (SU)  ^ 
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H  to  the  noble  lord,  whether  the  concur^ 
rent  testimony  of  every  indiTidna)  in  the 
rovntry  did  not  bear  him  out  in  assening, 
that,  of  all  the  branches  of  the  Boyai 
family,  the  dnke  of  Camberland  was  the 
one  to  whom  the  public  feeling  would  ba 
Che  least  inclined  to  grant  any  pecuniary 
boon  ?   [Hear,  hear !]     He  was  quite  sure 
he  spoke  the  truth,  when  he  made  this  oh- 
iervatron.      No    person    could    go    into 
aociety  of  any  kind,  without  hearing  this 
2)pinion  supported ;   and  he  conceived  he 
should  not  be  doing  his  duty,  if  he  did 
not  state  the  fact  to  the  House.    He  should 
like  to  ask  of  the  noble  lord,  whether  a 
marriage  between  the  princess  of  Salms 
and  another  member  of  the  Royal  family 
had  not  been  projected— which  intended 
marriage,  in  consequence  of  certain  cir* 
cumstances,  had   been  broken  off?     He 
should  also  wish  to  inquire,  whether  the 
4ueen  of  this  country  had  not  expressed 
'  herself  strongly  on  the  subject    of  th« 
Inarria^e  that  had  recently  taken  place, 
observug,  that  it  was  not  fitting  or  be- 
coming that  a  marriage  shou\d  be  entered 
into  by  the  princess  of  Salms  with  the 
Auke  of  Cumberland,  when  the  proposed 
union  between  her  and  the  duke  of  Cam- 
bridge had  been  broken  off?  [Hear,  hear!] 
For  himself  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying, 
that  the  union  was  an  improper  one,  how- 
ever much  the  parties  might  be  suited  to 
each  other  from  their  habits  and  morals. 
Such  were  his  opinions  upon  the  subject, 
and  being  such,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  avow 
tliem.     [Hear,  hear!  1 

Sir  C  M.  Burrell  wished  to  be  informed, 
frhether  there  was  any  truth  in  a  statement 
he  had  heard,  that,  at  the  time  of  the 
evacuation  of  Hanover,  the  doke  of  Cum- 
berland, without  the  authority  of  the 
I^rince  Regent,  put  himself  at  the  head  of 
the  government,  which  situation  he  he\^ 
nntil  measures  were  taken  to  displace  him, 
^nother  illustrious  Duke  having  been  sent 
out  for  that  purpose  ?  This  business  he 
wished  to  have  explained.  With  respect 
to  the  time  at  which  the  marriage  was 
celebrated,  and  of  which  the  Rouse  were 
quite  ig:norant,  he  hoped  the  noble  lord 
tirould  give  them  the  necessary  information. 
He  should  now  shortly  notice  the  income 
of  the  duke  of  Cumberland.  By  the  vote 
of  1806,  he  was  placed  in  possession  of 
18,000/.  a'yfear,  subject  to  no  deduction, 
but  the  income-tlix<— he  had  a  house  within 
the  palace,  which,  when  the  allied  Sove- 
reigns visited  this  country,  was  furnished 
it  the  public  ^scpense— afida  regiment  Of 


cavalry,  worth  1.600/.  per  aonam.  Th 
total  of  these  items  would  amoiitik  to  21 
or  22,000/.  a  year,  ami,  from  what  be  san 
in  public  life,  where  gentlemen,  not  po§< 
sessed  of  half  this  income,  liTed  io  t 
very  elegant  style,  he  cooceiwd  it  u 
be  quite  sufficient  for  the  illustrim 
duke.  If  his  illostrtoos  contort  broog^ 
him  any  considerable  fortune,  some  seuk< 
ment  would,  of  coarse,  be  expected  k 
return;  The  duke  of  York,  h«  understood 
received  a  portion  of  100,000/.  with  be 
consort,  and  a  settlement,  adeqnate  to  iha: 
sum,  was  granted.  The  Honse,  before 
they  proceeded,  should  be  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  fortune  Iwrhich  the  doke 
of  Cumberland  received  with  the  prracett 
of  Salms.  On  the  present  oocmsion,  be  did 
not  conceive  it  proper,  situated  as  the 
country  was,  to  aad  any  thing  to  the  ra* 
€ome  of  the  illustrious  dtike ;  and  cer- 
tainly he  should  vote  against  the  propon- 
tion,  unless  such  information  waa  granted, 
as  would  fully  satisfy  his  mind  that  the 
increase  was  absolutely  necessary. 

Lord  Castlenc^h  could  not  frot  regret, 
very  deeply,  the  torn  which   the  debate 
had  taken.    A  discussion  more  painful  tf 
individuals,  or  more  mjdrioas  to  the  best 
interests  of  the  cooiftry,  could  not  be  god* 
ceived,  than  where  a  question  of  proviiioa 
for  the  use  of  the  Royal  family  vrss  exa- 
mined through    the  medium   of   private 
feeding.    He   deprecated   the   system    o! 
calling  on  ministers  to  grve  answers  on  tbt 
subject  of  anecdotes  which  they  had  never 
heard.    Nothing  could  be  more  nnfisir,  or 
more  injurious,  in  a  country  where  political 
feelings  were  carried  so  mr,  than  to  per- 
plex ministers   by  queations  of  such  t 
nature.    With  respect  to  the  first  qoestioo 
of  tl;ie  hon.  baronet  he  could  only  smswer, 
that  he  never  heard  of  the  dulce  of  Coi- 
berland'a  having  exercised  any  power,  ia 
any  part  of  the  world,  derogatory  to  the 
duty  which  he  owed   to  hia  SoTereiga. 
Whatever  he   did  in  Hanorer,   was  the 
result  of  a  just  and  virtuous  feeling  ;  aad 
he  could  not  help  observing,  that  ttie  is- 
troduction,  on  this  occasion,  of  such  s 
subject,  was  a  pregnant  proof  Chat  the  way 
in  which  gentlemen  thought  fit  to  discaa 
this  question  was  not  a  just  one.     With 
respect  to  the  late  period  of  the  aeasion  at 
which  this  measure  was  brought  forward, 
he  could  asBuve  the  boo.  gentlifinsui  that 
it  was  not  a  matter  of  design,  nor  indeed, 
whenfie  looked  round  upon  the  Honae,  did 
be  think  there  was  anyreaaon  to  regret 
the  want  of  a  fali  at tendancei  many  qaes> 
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tions  of  d«ep  iinporUoc^  to  the  covairy 
beiag  often  dUptosed  of  ki  the  preaeoce  of 
much  fewer  memUen.  No  undue  delay 
bad  been  suffered  to  take  place  with  a 
view  to  select  tbe  termination  of  the  seesion 
for  bringing  the  matter  under  tbe  con-, 
sideration  of  Parliament;  for  it  was  nol 
possible^  in  fact>  to  bring  it  forward  eai iier« 
as  the  marriage  of  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
land bad  only  very  recently  taken  place. 
[«  When,  when  V  from  seteral  members.] 
He  bad  no  hesitation  in  sayingi  that  it  bad 
been  solemnized  within  the  last ,  three 
weeks  or  a  month,  and  the  duke  of  Cum- 
berland had  not  been  many  days  in  this 
country  before  the  Meisage  was  brought 
down  to  the  House.  It  never  had  been 
the  custom^  and  he  hope4  it  never  would« 
to  submit  such  a  question  to  Parliament 
before  the  marriage  was  solemnised*  from 
obvious  reasons otdelicacy and  propriety. 
He  hoped  he  bad  satisfactorily  explained 
to  the  Committet  thai  there  was  no  desire 
on  the  part  of  ministers,  no  pre-concerted 
design  to  delay  the  communiculion.  With 
riespect  to  what  bad  fallen  from  an  hoo^ 
gentleman,  he  must  complain  of  tbe  cruelty 
of  discussing  this  question  in  such  a  way 
as  to  bring  the  duke  of  Cumberland  into 
contrast  with  tbe  duke  of  Wellington/  a 
person  whose  services  were  of  a  deKrip- 
tion  to  which  no  reward  could  be  adequate. 
Besides,  whatever  Parliament  had  done, 
or  might  do,  for  the  duke  of  Cumberland, 
it  was  only  for  bis  life,  and  no  provision 
was  made  for  any  descendants  which  be 
might  have.  As  to  the  military  emolu- 
ments of  his  Royal  Highness,  he  appre- 
hended if  ihe  bon.  gentleman  possessed 
the  regiment  which  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
land possessed,  in  exactly  the  same  way, 
he  would  find  that  so  far  from  its  being  an 
augmentation  of  his  income,  it  would  ope- 
rate rather  as  an  encroachment  upon  it. 
In  point  of  fact,  the  duke  of  Cumberland 
had  no  military  income  whatever.  With 
respect  to  the  argument  that  had  been 
grounded  upon  the  presumption  of  bis 
Roysl  Highness  not  living  in  England,  h^ 
did  not  know  wby  it  should  be  taken  for 
granted  that  he  was  not  to  reside  in  this 
country ;  but  at  all  evenu  he  apprehended 
it  never  had  been  the  practice  of  Parlia- 
ment  to  frame  a  grant  with  such  provi- 
sions as  would  affect  the  liberty  of  resi- 
dence in  tbe  individual  to  whom  the  grant 
was  made.  With  respect  to  the  amount 
of  tbe  sum,  it  was  not  one  which  could  be 
called  pro^se,  but  was  merely  one  which 
tbe  interest  and  dignity  of  the  couiitry 


demanded.'  It  had  b^ea  coivparcd  tp 
thai  granted  on  the  marriage  of  t^  duke 
of  York.  But  the  cases  were  v^ry  differ 
rent.:  18,000/.  a  year  had  been  granted'  to 
the  duke  of  York,  a  portion  of  which  b^d 
been  settled  on  Ijie  duchess,  a4ded  to 
which  there  was  an  eay>ectation  arisiuf 
out  of  the  bisboprick  of  Osnaburgb.  He 
had  reason  to  suppose  that  the  duicbess  qf 
Cumberland  was  not  possessed  of  wf 
income;  and  be  was  persuaded  that  it 
would  be  Tory  painful  to  the  feelings  of. 
tbe  House  to  leave  her  to  the  risk  of  thet 
indigence  in  which  she  mus|  cunsiquently 
be  involved  should  the  duke's  life  ter^ 
minate  before  her  own.  He  trusted  that 
the  committee  would  be  guided  by  the 
general  principle  of  wbat  it  was  becoming 
m  Parliament  to  do  op  tbe  niarriage  of  a 
son  of  the  King  with  the  consent  gf  tbe 
Crown,  tbe  more  especially  as  tbe  sum 
proposed  was  m>  moderate. 

Mr.  Wym  observed,  that  this  .question 
was  extremely  painful  to  every  one,  and 
that  the  blame  of  iu  being  so  rested  not 
on  those  who  opposed  the  motion,  but  oa 
those  who  had  proposed  it.  His  objec«> 
tions  to  it  were  founded  not  only  on  the 
vote  iuelf,  but  on  the  manner  in  which 
the  subje<:t  bad  been  brought  forward* 
The  noble  lord  asserted  that  tbe  proceed  r 
ing  rested  on  the  precedent  of  tbe  marriage 
of  tbe  duke  of  York.  He  wished  the  noble 
lord  had  brought  the  subject  before  Par* 
liament  in  the  way  in  which  the  marriaaf 
of  the  duke  of  York  bad  been  brOMgbt 
before  them.  Were  tbe  cases  in  the 
slightest  degree  parallel?  Tbe  duke  of 
York  certainly  was  married  abroad,  but 
tbe  marriage  was  announced  in  tbe  Gagette 
^it  was  not  kept  a  secret*— it  was  not  ^ 
marriage  of  which  tbe  Royal  family  werf 
ashamed— '[Hear,  bear  I].  The  marriage  of 
the  duke  of  York  was  mentioned  in  the 
speech  from  the  throne  on  the  opening  of 
tbe  session;  bis  Majesty  expressing  his 
eonfidence  that  Parliament  would  make  e 
provision  suitable  to  tbe  circumstances  of 
tbe  case.  This  was  on  tbe  1st  of  February 
1792,  and  it  was  not  until  the  7th  of 
Merch  (six  weeks  afterwards)  that  a  pro- 
position was  made  by  ministers  in  conse- 
quence. On  the  marriage  of  tbe  duke  of 
York  Parliament  had  voted  addresses  of 
congratulation  Xfi  his  Majesty,  to  the  Queen^ 
and  to  their  royal  highnesses  the  Duke  and 
Duchess.  Would  tbe  noble  lord  now 
stand  forward  and  move  an  Address  of 
congratulation  to  the  Queen  on  the  mar* 
riage  of  tbe  duke  of  Cuoiberland  ?  [Hear,  ^ 
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liear!]  Yj^ld  he  Teniare  to  ofier  lOch 
ftn  infttlt  to  the  Hoaie  and  to  the  coantry  ? 
[Hear*  hear !]  It  was  extremely  painfol 
to  be  compelled  to  uie  toch  laogtlage ;  bat 
be  repeated,  that  the  blame  rested  on 
those  with  whom  the  qoestion  bad  origi- 
natcd«  The  noble  lord  had  ulked  of 
precedents,  ^hat  precedent  was  there  of 
each  a  ?ote  to  a  prince  6f  the  blood  on  bis 
marriage,  except  the  single  instance  of 

^the  duke  of  York  ?  Had  there  been  any 
aoch  grant  to  the  dnke  of  Gloucester,  or 
to  the  dnke  of  Cumberland  ?  And  in  what 
way  did  Mr.  Pitt  propose  the  TOte  respect* 
ing  the  duke  of  York  f  Mr.  Pitt  distinctly 

.  BtaCed  (he  quoted  from  a  report  of  Mr. 
Pitt's  speech,  which  he  had  every  reason 
to  believe  was  correct),  that  «'  he  did  nok 

'  think  the  present  motion  would  esublish 
a  principle  or  precedent  entitling  any 
other  branches  of  the  Royal  family  to 
expect  the  same  allowance.  In  his  mind 
it  was  necessary  that  the  House  should 
take  into  consideration  the  degree  of  pro- 
bability that  the  succession  to  the  Crown 
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thai  such  a  proTision  should  be  made  od 
the  marriage.  With  respect  to  the  pro- 
position now  before  tbem«  it  was  Doiorioos 
that  had  it  been  made  at  an  earlier  period 
of  the  session,  it  would  not  have  stood 
any  chance  of  success  [Hear,  bear !  ].  He 
had  thought  it  his  duty,  however  painfal, 
to  make  the  observations  with  which  he 
had  troubled  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Baikurtt  observed,  that  the  mar- 
riage of  the  duke  of  York  had  taken  place 
during  the  recess,  which  was  the  caose  of 
its  having  been  noticed  to  Parliament  at 
the  commencement  of  the  next  sessioe. 
In  other  instances  of  the  marriage  of  dif- 
ferent branches  of  the  Royal  fannify,  the 
information  had  been  communicated  to 
parliament  by  a  Message  from  the  Crowo, 
as  in  the  present  case*  He  contended^ 
that  Parliament  ought  not  to  hesitate  lo 
give  to  a  prince  of  the  blood,  on  his  mar- 
riage,  such  an  income  as  be  moat  of  ne- 
cessity require,  in  order  to  provide  for  his 
new  and  more  expensive  establiahmeat. 
He  conceived  the  introduction  of  peraooal 


might  be  involved  In  the  transaction,  as    observations  to  be  extremei/  improper  in 
also  that  the  marriage  was  one  of  which  ^'  '    *^    j  -?j-j  ^ 

the  House  and  the  country  most  highly 
approve.''  Unless,  therefore,  the  cases 
were  parallel — unless  the  marriage  of  the 
duke  of  Cumberland  was  •'  such  as  the 
House  and  the  country  must  approve,''  it 
was  highly  unfitting  that  the  House  should 
be  required  to  add  to  the  burthens  of  their 
constituents  on  the  present  occasion.  It 
was  painfol  to  allude^  not.  to  the  reports, 
hut  to  the  facts  which  were  notorious  to 
all  Europe.  He  put  it  to  the  House,  whe- 
ther this  was  a  marriage  likely  to  be  ser- 
viceable  to  the  political  interests  of  this 
country  ?  Was  it  a  marriage  likely  to  be 
serviceable  to  the  interests  of  the  domestic 
virtues  in  this  country?  fHear,  hear!] 
The  noble  lord  had  said  that  the  Duchess 
had  no  fortune*  Had  she  no  jointure  re- 
aulting  from  either  of  her  former  mar- 
iriages — ^neither  from  her  marriage  with 
Prince  Louis  of  Prussia,  nor  from  her 
marriage  with  the  Prince  of  Salms  ?  The 
Princess  of  Salms  stood  in  a  very  difierent 
situation  from  the  Princesa  of  Prussia. 
The  marriage  of  the  duke  of  York  with 
the  latter  drew  more  closely  the  ties  of 
that  alliance  which  was  considered  so 
4iseful  to  Great  Britain.  Besides  the  per« 
aonal  character  of  the  Princess  herself,  the 
treatv  by  which  the  marriage  had  been 
concluded  had  been  laid  on  the  table  of 
the  House  by  his  Majesty's  command— a 
freaty  containing  an  express  stipulation 


a  case  that  ought  to  be  decided  on  the 
general  principle  which  he  had  already 
stated. 

liOrd  CattUreagk,  adverting  to  the  ob- 
servations  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gen- 
tleman opposite  (Mr.  Wynn)  on  the  sop- 
posed  secrecy  of  the  duke  of  Comberlaod^s 
marriage,  said,  that  it  was  on  the  contrary 
a  proceeding  attended  with  all  poeeible 
publicity.  The  duke  and  dachess  were 
married  in  the  presence  of  his  Miyesty's 
ministers  at  Berlin,  in  the  presence  of  the 
King  of  Prussia,  and  in  the  presence  of 
several  members  of  the  reigning  boose  of 
Mecklenburg.  Nor  did  be  conceive  that 
more  poblicity  would  have  been  gifco 
to  the  marriage  in  this  country  by  xnh 
ticing  it  in  the  Gazette,  than  by  makia^ 
the  communication  which  had  been  made 
to  Parliament  upon  the  subject.  Whk 
respect  to  the  possible  future  sitaationsf 
the; Duchess,  should  the  committee  not 
accede  to  the  motion  before  them,  be 
would  just  slate  it  The  Court  of  Btertia 
had,  it  was  true,  been  in  the  habit  of 
granting  an  appanage  to  such  members  oi 
the  royal  family  of  Prussia  as  had  l>eefi 
married .  But  as  the  King  of  Praasia  made 
a  liberal  provision  for  the  childreo  of  the 
marriage  between  the  Duchess  aod  Prince 
Louis,  he  had  not  thought  it  proper  to 
extend  the  appanage  beyond  the  prince's 
life.  If,  therefore,  this  grant  were  not  a^ 
ceded  to>  the  duchess  migfat  perhaps  at 
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some  futare  period  be  left  wilhont  toy 

provision  whatever. 
The  question  was  then  loudly  called 

for,  and  the  committee  divided : 

For  the  motion 87 

Against  it  .-. 70 

Majority •••  — 17 

Uu  qf  the  Mituniiy. 

^cland,  sir  T.  Jiemon,  sir  W. 
Abercrombiey  hoo.  J.    Lewis,  Thos.  F. 

Burdetty  sir  F.  Lloyd,  sir  £. 

BynsyG.  Latouche,R. 

Bankes,  H.  Most^,  sir  Thos. 

Barham,  J.  F.  MarUn,  H. 

Barnard,  lord  Martin,  J. 
Bennet,  hon.  H.  G.     '  Methuen,  C. 

Barnard,  Scrope  Moore,  P. 

Btirrell,  hon.  D.  Mundy,  £.  M. 

Surrell,  sir  C.  Neville,  hon.  &• 

Burrell,  W.  Korth,  D. 

Butterworth,  Jos.  Nugent,  lord 

[l^aicraft,  J.  Ossulston,  lord 

Calvert,  C.  Paro^ll,  sir  H, 

IJalvert,  W.  Peirse,  H. 

Dampbelly  D.  Proby,  lord 

^ourtenay,  N.  Preston,  R. 

davenport,  D.  Protbeioe,  £• 
Sgerton.  Wm.          '    Pym,  F. 

Fazakerley,  J.  N.  Eomillyy  sir  S. 

^ergusson,  sir  R.  Rpwlev,  sir  W. 

tTranklandy  W.  Sebright,  sir  J. 

Fitzroy,  lord  J.  Shakespear,  A. 

];askell,  B.  Smith,  W. 

JrcnfeU,  P.  *  Smith,  R. 

jrordon,  R.  Tremayne,  J.  H. 

^ascoyne,  I.  Tierney,  right  hon.  G. 

iamilton,  lord  A*  Warre,  J.  A. 

lanbury,  Wm.  Whitbrcad,  S. 

riomer,  F.  Western,  C.  C. 

[lowor^,  H.  Wilbraham,  B. 

folliffe,  H.  Wynn,  C. 

i.emp,  Tho.  Wynn,  sir  W. 
(eene,  W.  teller. 

Lascelles,  lord  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley 


Vote  of  Credit.]  The  H6iise  having 
^solved  itself  into  a  committee,  to  take 
nto  consideration  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent's  Message,  recommending 
I  Vote  of  Credit, 

The  Chancelior  qf  the  Etchequer  said, 
hat  he  did  not  anticipate  any  objection 
o  the  proposition  which  he  was  aboot  to 
oake  to  the  committee.  In  the  present 
tate  of  public  afiairs,  no  one  conid  deny 
hat  great  exertions,  and  conseqaently 
;reat  expense,  were  indispensably  neces- 
ary.  It  was  certainly  peculiarly  desi- 
able,  at  the  present  critical  moment,  to 
irm  the  Crown  with  the  power  to  make 
efforts  commensurate  to  the  occasions  that 
night  arise.'  There  was  only  one  obser- 
atlon  to  which  he  concei?ed  that  Ibe 
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motion  with  whiqh  he  should  concleide 
was  at  all  liable,  namely^  that  the  recent 
and  extraordinary  success  of  the  British 
arms  did  not  render  it  necessary  to  vot^ 
so  large  a  sum.  On  this  subject  be  felt 
differently  from  these  who  might  make 
•uch  a  iremark.  That  success  had  pro« 
ceeded  in  a  great  measure  from  the  libe* 
rality  with  which  Parliament  had  afforded 
the  means  of  exertion,  and  'thus  pointed 
out  the  sure  way  by  which  its  continuance 
might  be  rendered  certain.  Until  the 
object  of  the  present  contest  should  be 
obtained  by  the  establishment  of  a  secere 
and  honourable  peace,rtroe  economy  dic« 
tated  that  Government  should  be  put  ia 
poMession  of  ample  means  of  maintaining^ 
it.  The  committee  would  also  recollecty 
that  any  lums  thos  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Crown,  most  subsequently  be  accounted 
for  by  ministers,  and  that  it  would  be 
their  duty,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
next  session,  to  show  how  the  whole,  or  a 
part  of  those  sums  had  been  applied,  as 
well  as  the  necessity  that  required  their 
application.  He  concluded,  by  moving 
as  a  resolution,  **  That  a  sum,  not  exceed* 
ing  six  millions,  be  granted  to  his  Majesty 
in  Great  Britain,  and  1100,000/.  for  Ire- 
land, to  enable  bis  Majesty  to  take  such 
measures-  as  the  exigency  of  affairs  may 
require,  and  that  such  sum  of  six  millions 
be  raised  by  Exchequer-bills  in  Great 
Britain,  to  be  charged  on  the  first  aids  to 
be  granted  in  the  next  session  of  parlia- 
ment.'' 

Mr.  Wkiibread  said,  he  should  not  op- 
pose the  motion,  conceiving,  that  under 
the  present  circumstances  it  was  material 
that  the  Crown  should  be  provided  with . 
powers  capable  of  meeting  any  exigency 
that  might  arise  during  the  recess.  He 
hoped  that  before  the  re*assembling  of 
Parliament  the  blessings  of  peace  would 
be  restored  to  the  country.  Whatever 
difference  of  opinion  might  exist  with 
respect  to  the  oriffinal  justice  of  the  war 
(and  no  change  whatever  had  taken  place 
in  his  opinions  on  that  subject),  there 
could  be  but  one  sentiment  on  the  splen« 
dour  of  oar  recent  success ;  which,  how- 
ever, he  trusted  would  not  induce  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  go  in  pursuit  of  ob- 
jects utterly  foreign  to  our  true  policy. 
It  was  impossible  to  foresee  what  events 
might  speedily  occur.  If  the  noble  duke, 
who  with  his  glorious  army  had  achieved 
a  triumph  so  memorable,  should  reach  the 
metropolis  of  France,  he  trusted  that  his 
prelecting  arm  wonld  afert  the  -honors 
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which  might  otkerwiw  Im  prodoced  by 
<kAt  event.  A  Tigoroas  eflbrt  had  been 
made  by  bis  Majesty's  Government  to 
crash  the  resistance  of  the  enemy.  He 
eongratolated  tbem  on  their  efforu  baring 
prodeced  a  remit  far  exceeding  the  most 
sangaine  expectations.  He  hoped  that 
ibey  would  not  now  make  a  torn,  and 
engage  in  the  porsoit  of  objects,  wlucb«  in 
his  opinion,  would  be  calcoUted  to  pro- 
tract the  existing  warfare.  There  wm 
nne  part  of  Europe  in  which  bo  trusted 
BO  part  of  this  Tote  of  credit  woold  be 
np^lied-«be  alluded  to  Spain*  A  great 
sospicien  existed  among  those  Spaniards 
who  bad  escaped  Irom  the  yoke  which  it 
was  attempted  to  impose  in  that  coantry 
on  ail  that  was  liberal  and  enligbtenedj 
that  ministers  had  amisted  the  government 
of  Spain  in  their  nefarious  desi^s.  He 
hoped  and  believed  that  this  suspicion  was 
nnfoendcd,  fur  he  conld  conceive  no  ap« 
proprtation  of  the  public  money  so  highly 
reprehensible. 

Mr.  Wymt  declared^  that  he  could  not 
allow  the  present  question  to  pass  without 
expressing  his  entire  approbation  of  the 
proposed  grant.  He  trusted  that  his  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  woold  not  be  misled  by 
the  recent  sncoess  of  our  arms,  glorious  as 
it  had  been,  to  relax  in  their  efFurts  to 
obtain  that  which  sfoould  be  their  sole 
object^-a  secure  and  honourable  peace. 
It  was  his  strong  conviction,  that  however 
desirable  the  establishmentof  a  legitimate 
government  in  France  might  be,  it  was 
not  so  much  to  any  particular  form  of  go- 
vernment in  that  country  that  Great  Bri« 
tain  ought  to  look,  as  to  depriving  France 
of  the  power  of  further  disturbing  the 
peace  of  Europe,  by  taking  further  hoco» 
rities  than  had  hitherto  been  aiibrded. 

Mr.  Bennei  hoped  the  noble  lord  would 
disavow,  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, the  report,  that  money  and 
arms  had  been  furnished  to  the  King  of 
Spain,  to  enable  him  to  carry  on  a  war 
with  the  inhabitants  of  South  America.- 

Lord  CoMtkreaght  said  he  could  assure 
the  .hon.  gentleman  that  the  conduct  of 
Government  had  been  strictly  conformable 
to  the  principle  which  they  had  originally 
laid  down  for  themselves  of  absuining 
from  any  interference  whatever.  In  the 
pursuit  of  that  conduct,  as  they  had  in* 
corred  the  reproaches  of  the  Spanish  go* 
Temment,  so  now  it  appeared  that  they 
were  sabjeoted  to  the  jealousy  of  those 
against  whom  the  operations  of  that  go* 
TernflMni  had  boen  recently  directfid« 
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The  motion  was  then  wmvmd  to,  ■ 
the  House  having  resumed,  the  Repc 
was  ordered  to  be  recoived  toHamrrow. 
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Thwrsday,  June  29. 

Earl  Grey  said,  he  had  two  petition  i 
present  from  certain  innkeepers  and  i% 
tuallers  of  the  town  of  Alnwick,  i 
Nortbookberland;  one  praying  relief  im 
the  additional  tax  on  victuallers'  licence 
and  the  other  for  general  relief  from  il 
weight  of  taxation. 

The  Lord  ChanccUor  expreaaed  a  dosl 
whether  a  petition  against  a  tax  impoie 
in  the  present  session  could  be  received. 

Earl  Grqi  said,  he  should  withdraw  tk 
petition  in  question  till  the  existence  e 
non-existence  of  a  role  hostile  to  iu  i* 
ception  could  be  ascertained. 

Tbe  Earl  of  Liverpool  expressed  dook 
as  to  the  propriety  of  receiving  the  Pe- 
tition. 

Earl  Sumkope  said,  there  could  be  n 
doubt  of  the  practice  of  the  House.  H 
had  himself  presented  a  petition  (wfaid 
was  received)  against  all  the  taxea  whid 
pressed  on  the  farmer,  some  oC  which  hai 
passed  in  the  same  Session.  If  a  petitia 
coujd  be  received  against  all  each  tazei 
a  petition  might  surely  be  received  agaicfl 
one  of  them. 

The  Marquis  of  Lantdaume  observedt 
that  the  reason  of  the  rule  by  which  pe 
tions  were  not  received  in  the  Common) 
against  a  tax  bill  which  was  pending,  wa«, 
that  the  Commons,  being  representatives ci 
the  people,  might  be  influenced  by  tbe 
petitions  of  their  constituents.  Tbe  saae 
reason  did  not  exist  in  that  House,  h 
was  also  another  consideration  after  tbe 
Bill  had  passed  into  « law. 

The  Petition  begging  for  a  geaenl 
redress  of  grievances  was  received,  asi 
the  other  was  for  the  present  withdram. 

Frbebold  Estates  Bilu]  Earl  Gf^ 
rose  to  move  the  commitment  of  the  Frtt> 
hold  Estates  Bill.  He  stated  tbe  object  ei 
the  Bill-  to  be,  to  make  freehold  estaie 
liable  to  the  simple  contract  debu  d 
their  deceased  possessor.  It  aeemed  u 
need  no  other  arguments  than  considen- 
tions  of  common  policy  and  comms 
honesty,  to  induce  the  House  i#  make  aa 
alteration  in  the  existing  law,  for  tbe  pe- 
pose  of  carrying  that  object  into  effec; 
Cases  bad  occurred  of  very  grant  bardsbi 
from  tho  wtyat  of  s^  pao? iaion  of  this  kind 
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—ft  fxerson  who  kftd  incarred  simple  coti- 
ract  debti-  to  a  large  amount,  and  who 
lad  actaally  parchased  land  wHh  tha 
money,  had  destroyed  himself;  and  his 
lands,  to  the  amount  of  9000/.  a  year,  had 
lescended  to  his  heirs,  while  his  creditors 
-epeifed  only  2s.  6d.  in  the  pDund.  This 
:ase  was  known  to  many  of  their  lord- 
ihips.  Trustees,  it  was  also  known,  who 
violated  their  trusts,  incurred  only  a 
(imple  contract  debt,  'and  th«  freehold 
estates  of  such  persons,  if  they  happened 
o  die,  would  not  be  liable  to  its  dis- 
charge. The  present  Bill  was  not  an  in* 
lovation  in  principle— -it  merely  would 
>ut  the  freehold  estates  of  persons  dying^ 
n  the  same  condition,  as  to  simple  con* 
ract  debts,  as  with  reference  to  specialty 
lebts;  in  the  same  condition  as  the 
rstates  of  those  subject  to  the  bftnkrapt 
atvs  ;  in  fine,  in  the  same  condition  at  the 
sstates  of  every  honest  man,  who  ahrays, 
>y  a  special  proTision  in  his  will,  put  ^/f 
creditors  in  that  situation  in  which  it  wHs 
he  object  of  the  present  Bill  to  place  all 
^editors.  He  should  not  anticipate  objec* 
ions,  but  shoufd  moye  that  the  Bill  be 
committed. 

Lord  RedesdaU  opposed  the  Bill,  on  the 
;round,~thatby  its  operation  all  the  estates 
n  the  country  would  be  brought  into  the 
^ourt  of  Chancery,  and  subjected  to  endless 
itigation— eren  where  the  personal  estate 
¥as  ultimately  suiRcient  to  meet  aH  the 
claims  of  the  creditors.  SmaH  freeholds 
vould  be  thus  annihilated,  and  a  material 
eatore  in  the  policy  of  the  country, 
vhich  consisted  in  the  maintenance  of 
his  species  of  property,  and  which  made 
he  possession  of  a  freehold  a  qualification 
or  so  many  offices,  nrost  be  changed. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  argued,  that  tn  the 
irst  place  no  necessity  was  shown  for  the 
>resent  measure,  because  every  man  who 
rave  credit  to  a  person  of  landed  prp- 
)erty,  knew  that  in  case  of  the  decease 
)f  that  person,  he  had  no  claim  on  that 
estate.  Every  man  might  have  any  secu- 
ity  for  his  debts  which  he  chose^to  take. 
!n  the  next  place,  as  to  the  expediency 
>f  the  measure :  it  had  been  the  policy 
>f  the  Legislature,  from  the  very  infancy 
)f  statute  law,  to  hold  real  property  more 
acred  than  personal,  and  they  had  always 
aken  care  that  no  interest  in  it  should 
)e  transferred  without  proper  considera- 
ion  and  solemnity.  The  statute  mer- 
chant and  statute  staple  only  applied  to 
)er8ons  who  consented  to  carry  on  their 
lealings    in   a  manner  which  rendered 


their  estates  liable  to  be  uken  in  execv* 
tion ;  but  even  by  them  the  rents  only 
were  taken,  and  when  the  debt  was 
liquidated,  the  estsie  reverted  to  the 
owner.  By  the  statute  of  ElizSbeth,  on* 
half  only  of  an  estate  was  liable  to  be 
taken,  and  that  only  in  virtue  of  a  judg* 
ment  entered ;  and  this  so  Car  depended  on 
the  judgment^  and  not  en  the  debt,  that 
if  the  possessor  of  an  estate  sold  it  the 
moment  before  a  judgment  was  entered^ 
there  was  no  remedy  against  him.  The 
whole  of  the  hiw  was  in  the  same  poljcy ; 
and  it  formed  too  material  a  featulre  ef  the 
whale  constrtetion  to  overturn  it  without 
necessity,  which  he  had  shown  did  nee 
exist;  iw  every  one  conld  make  a  law 
for  his  own  case,  by  the  precaution  oi 
makmg  his  debt  a  specialty.  The  Bill, 
too,  would  be  productive  of  evil,  by  in* 
ducing  persons  to  grve  credit  to  those  -who 
walked  over  thousands  of  acres,  which  on 
their  tieath  wotfld  not,  even  under  the 
present  Bill,  be  assets  for  their  debts.  The 
Bill  also  would  not  affsct  copyholds,  which 
at  present  vrere  not  liable  even  to  spe- 
cialty debts.  It  'did  not  affect  estates  in 
tail.  These  were  both  inconsistencies. 
Why  did  not  the  Bill  enact,  that  persons 
possessed  of  estates  in  tail,  should  sufier  si 
recovery  for  the  benefit  of  their  creditors  f 
He  said  this  to  prove  to  what  extent  «f 
innovation  the  present  Bill  vrould  lead. 
He  should  therefore  oppose  the  motion. 

Lord  Slknborough  said,  the  present  no- 
tions of  innovation  would  lead  to  the  uni- 
versal establishment  of  gavelkind,  and  the 
destruction  of  the  present  system  of  te- 
nures. He  suppported  and  enforced  the 
leading  arguments  of  the  noble  and  learned 
lord  on  the  woolsack;  and. in  conclusion 
observed,  that  the  adoption  of  such  M 
measure  would  be  Hke  the  potting  on.  For 
the  sake  of  a  little  inconvenience,  a  huge 
blistering  plaster,  which  '  would  corrode 
and  gangrene  the  whole  system. 

Earl  Stanhope  said,  there  were  two  parts 
In  the  Bill,  the  object,  and  the  means  by 
which  that  object  was  to^be  carried  into 
execution.  The  object  he  did  not  disap* 
prove  of|  but  the  means  by  which  it  was  . 
to  be  brought  about  were  unconstitutional 
and  mischievous.  The  whole  execution 
of  the  Bill  was  to  be  given  to  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  a  couft  where  all  witnesses 
were  examined  in  private,  and  never  cross^ 
examined,  and  where  one  suit  lasted  aa 
long  as  a  hundred  suits  at  common  Uw*. 
Too  much  of  the  business  of  the  country 
was  ahready  thrown  into  that  Court.  Every 
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blunderer  in  the  House  of  Commons,  wiio 
knew  not  whai  else  to  do,  sent  them  to 
the  Court  of  Chancery.  He  should  on 
this  ground  oppose  the  Bill,  on  account  of 
the  means  by  which  it  wss  proposed  to 
•arecute  it,  which  cast  an  imputation  on 
the  trial  by  jury. 

Earl  Grey  replied*  It  appeared  to  him 
that  the  apprehensions  of  the  noble  lords 
of  the  rast  increase  of  Chancery  business 
from  the  present  Bill,  were  unfounded. 
He  should  appeal  to  facts.  Was  it  true 
that  all  estates  which  were  burtheoed  with 
apecialty  debts,  that  erery  real  estate 
which  the  proprietor  by  will  had  made 
liable* to  his  simple  eontract  debts,  were 
thrown  into  that  courts  The  only  prin- 
ciple which  the  noble  lords,  with  all  their 
learning,  had  established,  was  one  which, 
from  what  be  had  beard  and  read,  he  was 
more  and  more  inclined  to  concur  in ; 
that  the  laws  were  in  such  a  state  as 
to  be  a  grievance  almost  intolerable  to  the 
people  of  this  country.  Indeed,  what 
could  be  a  worse  state  of  the  laws  than 
one  which  so  teemed  with  vices,  that  all 
the  great  lawyers  in  that  House  pro- 
fessed themselves  unable  to  devise  means 
whereby  a  just  creditor  could  obtain  pay- 
ment of  a  debt  out  of  a  freehold  estate 
without  such  expense,  that  the  estate  it- 
self would  be  wasted  to  nothing,  ^d 
vexation  to  the  parties  not  to  be  endured  ? 
If  this  were  the  real  state  of  tbo  law,  it 
loudly  called  for  revision.  As  for  his 
noble  friend  who  spoke  last,  if  he  ob- 
jected  to  the  mode  only  of  executing 
the  purpose  of  the  Bill,  the  committee 
was  the  place  to.  amend  the  provisions 
he  complained  of. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  a 
division,  and  the  Bill  was  ordered  to  be 
oommiited  that  day  six  months. 


Sawe  Trade, 


not 
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Petition  respecting  the  Marshal  op 
THE  King's  Bench.]  Mr.  Douglas  pre- 
sented a  Petition  from  several  prisoners 
in  the  King's-bench,  adverting  to  the 
Beportof  the  Committee  upon  the  alleged 
abuses  of  that  prison,  and  praying  for  an 
opportunity  of  testifying  to  the  humane 
conduct  of  the  Marshal,  upon  whose  cha- 
jacter  the  said  Report  appeared  to  the 
|>etitioners  to  cast  some  reflections.  Upon 
the  motion  for  laying  the  Pe^tion  upon 
the  table, 
.    Mr.  Ucnnet  said,  that  the  Report  of  the 


Committee  of  the  Hoose,  appoioted  to  in 
quire  into  the  state  of  the  KingVbencfa 
Fleet,  and  Marshalsea  prisona*  bad  c%% 
nxh  other  reflection  on  Mr.  Jones,  thu 
what  was  warranted  by  the  evidence  thai 
had  been  adduced  before  them.  Tbaj 
evidence  proved,  that  he  was  little  ac< 
qoainted  with  what  occurred  in  his  prisooj 
and  he  avowed  himself,  that  be  neldooi  ei 
ever  entered  within  its  walla.  The  nsae^ 
reus  contradictions  given  to  his  evidt-net 
by  others,  who  were  in  the  conatant  bsb; 
of  seeing  and  hearing  what  was  reaiir 
going  on,  would  have  left  do  doubt  oE 
that  being  the  case,  even  if  he  had  ost 
acknowledged  it.  The  comaitttee  Id 
therefore  stated,  that  a  keeper  of  a  prisos« 
receiving  from  it  a  nef  annual  iocome  oj 
3,590/.,  and  not  daily  inspecting  and  visit- 
ing the  prison,  and  not  being  persoosUf 
acquainted  with  aU  that  was  transact^ 
therein,  seemed  to  them  to  prove  ibc 
^(istence  of  a  state  of  tbiogs  that  oogbt 
om  to  be  sufl'ered  to  continue. 

Mr.  Odcrufi^  said,  he  had  heard  that 
Mr.  Jones  was  not  pleased  with  the  Report 
of  the  Committee ;  but  he  most  say«  thi: 
it  appeared  from  the  evidence  of  Mi, 
Jones  himself,  that  he  was  not  anfficientlr 
acquainted  with  what  was  passing  wiibb 
the  prison.  The  sole  direction  and  m»> 
nagement  of  the  prisoners  was  entmsted  \» 
Mr«  Brooschooft,  the  private  clerk  of  Mr. 
Jones;  and  the  committee  had  thought 
it  their  duty  to  mark  their  sense  of  tbt 
impropriety  of  his  conduct* 

The  Petition  was  then  ordered  to  Vie  oa 
the  t^ble. 
* 

Slave  Trade.]  Mr.  A^  Br^mae,  seeing 
an  hon.  member  in  his  place  who  bad  ob- 
tained leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  preveat 
the  smuggling  of  Slaves  into  our  West- 
India  colonies,  wished  to  inquire  vhefi 
that  Bill  would  be  laid  before  the  How. 
If  it  were  only  to  be  read  a  first  time  tL'i 
session,  it  ought  to  be  brought  in  witbcc 
delay,  that  having  been  printed,  it  mig^: 
during  the  recess  be  sent  to  the  colooin. 

Mr.  WUberforce  was  a  sufficiently  ci^ 
member  of  that  House  to  know  that  i^ 
Bill  ought  to  be  brought  in  before  ^ 
end  of  the  present  session,  in  order  t^ 
copies  of  it  might  be  sent  abroad  befeit 
Parliament  assembled  again.    Since,  bov* 
ever,  it  had   only  been  propoeed  that  u 
should  be  read  a  first  time  and  printed  ^ 
the  present  session,  as  it  was  a  bill  of  gre£ 
detail,  he  had  kept  it  back  to  read  it  cart^ 
fully  over,  that  it  might  be  as  correct  id 
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possible  when  it  came  before  the  Houte. 
He  had  considered  that  so  it  wet-e  brought 
in  before  the  sewion  fm$  at  an  end,  a 
week  ocihild  not  be  of  importance.  He 
fthoald  have  been  ready  with  it  sooner, 
had  he  thooght  a  few  days  at  all  material 
in  th^present  instance. 

Mr.  A.  Browne  expressed  himself  con- 
tent  with  the  statement  of  the  hon.  gen« 
lieman.  He  was  only  anxious  that  the 
Bill  shoold  be  brought  in,  in  doe  time  to 
have  it  printed  before  the  close  of  the 
•ession* 

PRINCS  RbGBNT's  MbSSAGB  RBSPBCTme 
TBB   DOKB  OP  CuMBBBLAND's  MaBRIAGE.] 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  upon  the 
Prince  Regent's  Message  with  regard  to 
an  additional  grant  to  the  duke  of  Cum- 
berland in  consequencO  of  his  marriage 
with  the  princess  of  Salms  was  brought 
npi  and  upon  the  motion  that  the  Resolu- 
tion in  favour  of  the  grant  be  read  a  second 
time, 

Mr.  R,  0(M*i(m  rose,  and  declared  that 
he  C00I4  not  reconcile  it  to  his  sense  of 
duty  to  allow  this  motion  to  pass  with  a 
silent  vote  against  It.  He  was  astonished 
at  the  observation  of  the  noble  lord  (Cas- 
tlereagh)  who  brought  forward  this  motion 
last  night,  that  he  did  not  opprehend  any 
opposition,  while  he  agreed  with  the  noble 
lord  that  it  must  be  painful  to  hear  any 
reflections  upon  the  character  of  the  iodi- 
Tidual  referred  to,  or  any  comments  what- 
ever, at  all  likely  to  depreciate  the  conse- 
«|Qence  of  the  illustrious  family  to  whom 
that  individual  belonged.  But  ministers 
alone  were  to  blame  in  dragging  the  duke 
of  Cumberland  before  that  House.  If  any 
reflections  were  thrown  out  against  that 
individual,  it  was  the  fault  of  ministers  in 
forcing  him  upon  the  consideration  of  that 
House.  After  what  had  notoriously  passed 
with  respect  to  this  individual,  and  his 
connexion— *after  the  rumours  that  were 
•float  upon  the  subject— be  cpuld  not  by 
any  means  concur  with  the  noble  lord, 
that  this  was  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  per^ 
Bonal  question,  and  that  that  House,  when 
called  upon  to  accede  to  a  vote  of  this 
nature,  had  not  a  right  to  consider  the 
merits  of  the  individual.  On  the  contrary, 
he  thought  it  the  duty  of  the  House  to 
enter  into  that  consideration,  and  to  in- 
quire whether  the  duke  of  Cumberland 
had,  either  in  his  military  or  senatorial 
capjicity,  rendered  any  services  to  the 
country  that  could  entitle  him  to  this  ad* 
4iitional  grant.    For  it  did  not  foUow  that 
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any  branch  of  the  Royal  family  shouKt 
on  his  marriage  obtain  an  augmemation 
of  that  allowance  which  Paritament  had 
already  voted  tcTeaoh ;  and  as  to  the  addi- 
tion voted  to  the  duke  of  York  upon  hi* 
marriage,  he  -  thooght  •  the  arguments  of* 
fered  in  answer  lo^ose  who  adduced  that 
vote  as  a  precedent.  «pon  the  present  oc- 
casion, were  quite  ■  unanswerable.  Upoi^ 
these  grounds  the  hon.  member  said  he 
should  move,  byway  of  amendment.  Thai 
the  Resolution  be  read  a  second  time  this 
day  three  months. — ^^[A  cry  of  *'  Question, 
qoestion  !''  on  the  Ministerial  side.] 

Mr.  Alderman -C'lSswA  said,  that  had 
he  been  presientlast  night,  he  would  have 
voted  for  the  proposed  grant.  It  was  in« 
disputable,  in  his  opinion,  that  a  private 
individual  could  net  subsist  upon  less  than 
$QOi.  a  year,  and  that  an  addition  of  lOOf. 
a  year  would  be  necessary  to  such  an  in-* 
dividual  upon  bis  marrisge.  Now,  the 
proposed  addition  to  the  revenue  of  the  . 
dttke  of  Cumberland  upon  his  royal 
highness's  marriage,  being  necessary  and 
moderate  in  an  equal  proportion,  the  hon.' 
alderman  expressed  his  resolution  to  sup- 
port the  osiginal  motion.-^[Tbe  cry  of 
"  Question''  from  the  Ministerial  side  wa»* 
repeated.] 

Mr.  W.  Smiih  expressed  a  disinclinattofi 
to  trespass  upon  the  time  of  the  House, 
but  observed  that  he  could  not  refraia 
from  decidedly  discountenancing  this  ex^^ 
traordinary  proposition*  He  apprehended 
that  the  marriage  of  the  duke  of  Cumber*, 
land  was  disagreeable  to  the  Royal  family, 
and  he  understood  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  this^irince  not  to  reside  in  this  country  ; 
and  if  soch  were  his  intention,,  that  cir-> 
cumstance  certainly  furnished  an  addU 
tiooal  argument  against  the  propriety  oP 
the  proposed  grant ;  nay,  he  understood,- 
that  if  that  person  shd^old  bring  bis  new 
connexion  to  this  country,  she  would  not 
be  received  at  Court;  that  such  was <the 
resolution  of  an  illustrious  personage ;  and 
he  wished  to  ask,  whether  such  was  not 
the  fact?  If  this  report  were  unfounded, 
he  should  be  glad  to  have  it  contradicied  ; 
for  if  it  were  troe,  -he  could  see  no  reason 
for  the  proposed  additional  grant.  He 
was  therefore  anxious  to  get  at  the  fact 
upon  this  point.  A  great  deal  had  b^n 
said  upof^thi^  occasion  as  to  the  propriety 
of  supporting  the  splendoNir.of  the  RqyaL 
family  \  but  upon  this  subject  he  would 
repeat  what  he  had  before  often  uttered, 
namely,  that  the  character  and  cons^ 
duence  of  that  family  ip  this  country  de* 
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pended   mora  upon-  thoir  conduct  than 
wpon  any  iplondoiir    they  oxhibilcd-^ 
[Hear»    hear  !]— Thetefbre   if  be    were 
called    upon    to   appreciate   ti^e   meriia 
cf  this  familjr,  he  should   be  disposed 
lo  think  highest  of  him  who  had  set 
aside  IQfiOoL  a  year  of  his  reTenne  for 
the  purpose  of  discharging  debu  unfof* 
Innately  contracted  in  his  y0Oth-*[The 
doke  of  Kent.}    Thai  this  truly  respeet* 
able  prince  consented    to   subsist   upon 
§,0OOL  a  year  in  order  to  discbarge  his 
engagements,  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
aaying  that  such  an  evidence  of  integrity 
was  calculated  to  render  this  prince  infi- 
nitely more  respecubk  in  England  than 
any  degree  of  splendour  his  Royal  High- 
aess  coold  contrive  to  maintain.»-[Hear, 
hear!]— But  the  members  «f  the  Royal 
lamily  had,  in  fact,  no  occasion  to  sup« 
port  any  pomp  or  parsde,  or  to  enter  into 
a  ^  competition  with  priTate  individuals 
with  a  view  to  sustain  their  importance, 
however  becoming  it  might  be  for  the 
Sovereign^  as  the  represenUtive  of  the 
country  at  large,  to  maintain  a  certain 
degree  of  splendour,  or  however  proper  it 
might  be  to  make  certain  pecuniary  aU 
lowances  to  the  duke  of  Wellington  and 
others,  raised  to  the  Peerage  for  their 
merit,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  support 
the  dignity  of  their  station.  The  members 
of  the  Royal  family,  however,  were  not  to 
he  regarded  in  the  same  view— to  each  of 
them  an  allowance  was  already  made  by 
Parliament,  and  be  saw  no  reason  to  jus- 
tify any  further  addition,  especially  to 
the  person  whose  case  was  under  conside* 
iation.«i-[Hear,    hear  !  j— The   Marriage 
Act  had,  he  was  aware,  subjected  the 
niembera  of  the  Royal  family  to  certain 
inconveniencies  by  obliging  them  to  marry 
foreigners.    The  law  of  the  country  bad, 
however,   imposed  this  obitgation  from 
potiiicai  motives,  and  therefore  Parlia- 
ment was  bound  to  consider  the  case  of 
those  individuals ;  but  the  marriage  which 
gave  rise^  to  the  motion  before  the  House 
was  not,  in  his  judgment,  entitled  to  any 
fyeculiar  consideration*— [A  cry  of '« dues* 
tion,  question  !''  on  the  Ministerial  side.] 
Mr.  iVMftcroe  said,  that  he  could  not 
consistently  give  a  silent  vote  upon  this 
preposition.    He  was  folly  aware  of  the 
extreme  delicacy  of  the  subject.    No  one 
was,  he  believed,  more  anxious  than  him- 
aelf  to  observe  that  delicacy,  or  mopo 
ready  to  accede  to  any  measure  necesmry 
to  maintain  the  dignity,  honour,  and  into- 
aoit  of  the  Crown;  but  as  be  did  not  think 
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the  proposed  grant  connected  id  any  6t* 
gree  with  the  maiotenanoe  of  thai  dignitj^ 
honouKi  or  interest,  be  felt  it  bis  duty  to 
oppose  it.      The  noble  oaovar  had  cx^ 

Crossed  surprise  that  any  opposilaon  shoaM 
e  made  to  this  extraordinary  vote  ;  but  if 
the  noble  lord  knew  any  thing  of  tUi 
feelings  and  sentiments  of  t^  people,  be 
cookl  not  be  surprised  to  hear  some  ex- 
pression  of  those  feelings  and  aentiraeatt 
from  their  representatives  in  that  Hoae. 
The  popularity  of  the  miniatera  was  m 
doubt  deservedly  high ;  but  in  bis  opioisD 
they  over-rated  that  popularity,  if  the? 
supposed  that  it  could  serve  to  reconcik 
the  people  to  a  vote  of  this  Batore,  ai^ 
came  to  a  very  erroneous  concloaion  i( 
they  supposed,  that  because  naillionswers 
cheerfully  voted  to  maintain  tbe  public 
safety  and  general  intereat,  tbia  excep- 
tionable  mouon  would  be  acceded  to.  He 
would  not  enter  into  any  iavidiooa  compazi- 
son  betweenthemcritsof  the  proposed  gnia 
and  that  made  to  the  duke  of  Wellingtoo; 
but  when  it  was  recollected,  that  open  tbe 
proposition  of  hii  hoD.  frieod>tho  member 
for  Liverpool  (general  Gascoyno;,  to  ad- 
vaoce  the  half-pay  of  our  mtliimy  officers, 
the.  Chancellor  of  the  Eau:het|«ier  atated 
that  the  finances  of  tbe  country  could  net 
aftbrd  it,  and  when  it  was  recollected  aho 
that  no  additional  reward  waa  voted  for 
the  meritorious  services  of  the  Commander- 
in-chief,  he  could  not  suppreas  the  decla- 
ration of  his  astonishment  at  the  motion 
before  the  House.  That  motion  was  indeed 
such,  that  were  it  brought  forward  at  a 
period  when  there  was  a  fuller  auendance 
6f  members,  be  had  no  doubt  it  would 
have  been  decidedly  rejected.     He  wsi 
astonished,  indeed,  after  what  had  paa^ 
on  the  former  discussion,  that  tbe  dote 
of  Cumberland  could  reconcile  it  to  bii 
^elings  to  accept  of  the  graitt^[Hcas, 
hear!]      The  majority  in  favonr  of  tfae 
measure  had  been  so  small,  that  it  mait 
be  evident  to  hia  Royal  Highness,  and  to 
the  world,  that  the  sense  of  ihe  Hoese 
was  against  him«--rHear,  hear !   and  kod 
cries  of  »  Question  V*  from  the  Mtaistensl 
skie.] 

Mr.  Forhet  expressed  his  readiness  ts 
suppoirt  the  views  of  the  last  apeoker,  if 
he  thought  proper  to  propose  (and  be 
hoped  the  bon.  member  would)  son»e  re- 
ward for  tbe  meritorions  services  of  the 
Commander4n»cfaief.  [Hear,  hear!  oa 
the  Ministerial  side*]  But  ancfa  n  propo- 
sition could  not  disincline  him  to  vote  ibr 

tha  proHOt  notion.   Aa  lo  the  ncriia  of 
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the  iltasiriooii  pei^D  mider  con8tderation» 
heifaad  li?ed  long  enoogh  in  the  world  to 
withhold  his  belief  of  more  than  one-half 
of  what  he  heard-— nay>  he  doabted  even 
what  he  saw.  [A  laogh*)  Therefore  he ' 
doubted  what  he  bad  heard  with  regarcf  to 
the  doke  of  Camberland.  It  was  notorious- 
ly but  too  easy  to  propagate  scandal,  and 
when  by  any  means  a  person  happened 
to  get  a  bad  name,  credence  was  just  as 
promptly  given  to  any  story  to  his  or  her 
prejudice  as  it  was  refused  with  respect  to 
any  one  who  happened  to  get  a  good 
name*    His  rote,  he  declared,  he  should 

five  entirely  on  public  grounds.  In  the 
rst  place,  the  doke  of  Cumberland  was 
the  son  of  the  King,  and  that  he  thought 
would  not  be  questioned.  [A  laugh.]  In 
the  second  place,  he  would  ask,  whether 
liis  Royal  nighness  had  not  contracted 
the  marriage  alluded  to  with  the  consent 
of  the  Crown  }  It  was.  doubted,  he  was 
aware,  whether  this  consent  had  been 
granted  before  or  after  the  marriage,  but 
the  Prince  Regent's  Message  seemed  to 
settle  that  point ;  and  his  next  question 
would  be,  whether  the  provision  allowed 
to  his  Royal  Higbnefis,  as  a  bachelor, 
could  be  deemed  sufficient  to  maintain  bis 
splendour  as  a  married  man  ?  But  if  that 
provision  were  so  deemed,  he  must  say 
that  too  much  had  been  granted  to  his 
Royal  Highness  as  a  bachelor.  The  hon. 
member  concloded  with  stating,  that  fie 
difiered  totally  from  those  who  sought  to 
bring  disgrace  upon  the  object  of  this  pro- 
position, and  to  reflect  upon  the  Royal 
family,  whose  character  ought  to  be  sus- 
tained for  the  general  good  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Tiemey  repeated  the  question  put 
by  bis  hon.  friend  (Mr.  W.  Smith),  and 
to  which  no  answer  had  been  returned, 
namely,  whether  Her  Majesty  was  not 
decidedly  hostile  to  the  marriage  which 
l^ave  rise  to  this  discussion,  and  whether, 
if  the  duchess  of  Cumberland  should  come 
to  this  country,  she  would  not  be  received 
at  Court— whether  this  fact  did  not  come 
within  the  noble  lord's  own  knowledge  ? 

Lord  CauUreagk  said,  that  he  should 
abstain  from  answering  any  questions  cal- 
culated to  vilify  the  Royal  family,  and 
that  he  did  not  think  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  any  right  to  ptit  such  ques* 
tions. 

Mr.  Tierney  felt  himself  perfectly  justi- 
Aed  in  putting  the  questions,  tor  which  the 
noble  lord  objected—it  was  his  right  to 
put  such  questions,  and  the  duty  of  the 
ooble  lord  to  answer  them  for  the  aAtisfac- 


tion  of  the  House.  [Some  cfy  of  "  Spoke« 
Spoke  P'  on  the  Ministerial  side.]  But 
Mr.  Tiemey  proceeded,  and  repeated  his 
questions,  whether  Her  Majesty  had  not 
declared  that  she  would  not  receive  the 
duke  of  Cumberland's  consort  at  Court, 
and  whether  the  noble  lord  was  not  fully 
aware  of  this  declaration  ?  Nay,  whether 
Her  Majesty  had  not  decidedly  disap- 
proved, for  some  reason  or  other,  of  a  pro* 
posed  marriage  between  the  princess  of 
Salms,  and  the  duke  of  Cambridge }  and 
whether  Her  Majesty  had  not  thought 
that  a  marriage  having  been  broken  oflT 
with  one  brother,  the  lacW  alluded  to  was 
not  fit  to  be  the  wife  of  another  ?  The 
noble  lord  professed  great  anxiety  to  pre* 
serve  the  reputation  of  the  Royal  family* 
but  it  behoved  that  House  to  take  car0 
that  it  did  not  fall  into  that  disrepute  to 
which  it  was  but  too  liable  if  it  acceded 
to  a  proposition  of  this  nature.  In  hot, 
if  the  House  of  Commons  were  not  willing 
to  degrade  itself  by  becoming  the  mere 
banker  of  the  Court,  it  would  not  agree  to 
a  grant  of  the  public  money  in  conse- 
quence of  this  marriage,  with  regard  to 
which  the  mmister  dare  not  call  upon  it 
for  a  vote  of  approbation.  [Hear,  hear !] 
As  to  the  complaint  that  this  discussioo 
had  a  tendency  to  reflect  upon  the'  cha« 
racter  of  the  Royal  family,  be  denied  the 
justice  of  the  statement.  But  if  the  dis- 
cussion had  really  such  a  tendency,  those 
only  were  to  blame  who  advised  this  pro- 
position to  be  brought  forward ;  for  upon 
such  a  proposition  the  House  was  bound 
to  do  its  duty,  and  to  investigate  the 
merits  of  the  individual  to  whom  the  pro- 
position referred.  Upon  this  point,  how* 
ever,  the  hon.  member  who  spoke  last 
had  stated  his  disinclination  to  believe 
more  than  one- half  what  he  heard;  but 
surely  quite  enough  would  be  found  to 
justify  the  rejection  of  this  motion  if  only 
half  of  what  was  said  of  either  the  lady  or 
gentleman  referred  to  were  to  be  believed. 
[Hear,  hear!]  Bat  he  dared  to  say  that 
the  noble  lord,  with  a  majority  of  10  or 
17  behind  him,  would  be  found  to  discard 
those  considerations,  and  so  no  doubt 
would  the  object  of  this  vote  also,  although* 
as  an  hon.  member  had  observed,  he  could 
not,  after  what  had  taken  place,  accept 
such  a  grant  consistently  with  any  idea 
of  dignity  :  for  no  consideration  of  dig- 
nity was  likely  to  have  much  influence  in 
that  quarter*  With  respect  to  the  Mar- 
riage Act,  he  concurred,  in  some  measure* 
with  the  observations  of  his  hon.  friend 
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(Mr.  SmKil)  What,  hoivever,  wt9  the 
obijert  of  that  Act,  but  to  prevent  any 
member  of  the  Royal  family  from  con* 
tracting  improper  connexions  ?.-^and  thus 
came  the  question^  whether  the  marriage 
tinder  diicussion  could  be  regsgrded  as  a 
proper  connexion  suitable  to  the  views  of 
the  iViarriage  Act,  or  whether  the  object 
of  that  Act  was  not  defeated  by  such  a 
marriage,— whether,  in  consequence  of 
rumours,  iiisinuatioqs,  or  something  more 
serious,  Her  Majesty  had  determined  to 
refuse  her  consent  to  the  marriage  of  this 
lady  with  the  duke  of  Cambridge  ?  Those 
were  questions  w4)ich  that  House  was 
bound  to  consider,  and  which  had  such 
an  influence  upon  his  mind,  that  he  was 
resolved  to  take  the  sense  of  the  House 
upon  every  stage  of  this  measure,  in  the 
)iope  that  the  House  of  Commons  would 
be  found  to  do  \\t  (loty  by  rejecting  the 
proposition. 

JLord  liug€Mi  said,  that  before  the  Hoosp 
j3ivided  he  could  not  but  remind  gentle- 
men of  the  circumstances  under  which 
they  were  coming  to  the  vote.  A  ques- 
tion had  been  put  to  ministers  by  his  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  W.  Smith),  and  repeated  by  his 
right  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Tiem>y),  to  which 
ininisters  had  not  dared  to  give. a  reply. 
Ko  one  of  His  Majesty's  ministers  had 
been  found  to  venture  to  give  the  Hpuse 
even  a  hope  that  one  of  the  illustrious 
persons,  immediately  the  object  of  this 
grant,  would,  in  the  case  of  her  coming 
to  reside  in  England,  be  admitted  to  the 
Court  of  this  country.  [Hear !]  For  his 
own  part,  he  disapproved  of  the  grant 
proposed,  with  reference  to  the  time  in 
which,  to  the  manner  iq  which,  and  to 
the  person  for  whom,  the  grant  was  pro- 
posed. He  differed  with  his  hon.  friend 
who  sUted  that  be  did  not  admit  public 
Rumour  to  influence  his  vote.  For  his 
own  part  he  voted  mainly  on  evidence 
,V^b^ch  could  come  before  the  House  only 
by  public. rumour— public  rumour  uncon- 
tradicted and  unencountered.  [Hear, 
hear  !]  His  right  hon.  friefid  had  pledged 
himself  to  take  the  sense  of  the  House  in 
every  stage  of  this  grant.  In  the  con- 
scientious discbarge  of  his  duty,  he  could 
not  but  say,  that  in  every  stage  of  the  • 
grant  his  vote  ahould  second  that  of  his 
right  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  Bamei  rose  ^o  inquire  of  the  hon. 
gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Forbes),  whether 
he  meant  to  apply  personally  to  him  the 
remark,  that  he  (Mr.  Bennet)  had  brought 
disgrace  upon  himself  by  those  commeats 


which  he  bad  felt  i^  bis  duty  to  naake,  on 
a  preceding  evening,  respectiog  the  cha- 
racter of  the  duke  of  Cumberland  f 

Mr.  Forbes  said,  he  waa  not  aware  be 
had  said  any  thing  personally  dicrespect-^ 
ful  to  the  hon.  member ;  bi|t  if  be  had, 
he  certainly  did  not  intend  to  do  so.  At 
the  same  time  he  would  leave  it  to  the 
judgment  of  the  House,  whether  the  ex- 
pressions which  the  hon.  gentleman  bu 
used  were  either  proper  or  parHamentary. 
The  Hoiise  then  divided^  wb«D  tk 
numbers  were. 

For  the  Amendment • 62 

For  the  original  Motion ••  74 

Majority  in  favour  of  the  grant  — 12 
On  the  question,  that  a  Bill   shookf  bs 
brought  in  founded  on  the  Resololioo  of 
the    Committee^    another    division   tool^ 
place. 

For  the  Motion  ...l..............  75 

Against  it    62 

Majority  in  favour  of  the  grant  — 13 

List  of  the  Mafong^, 


Addinston,  rt.  hon.  H. 
Bloomneld,  p. 
fieresfbrd,  lord  G. 
Brydges,  sir  £. 
Brogden,  J. 
Blake,  Valentine 
Bradshaw,  hpn^C. 
Bathursty  hon.  W. 
Bathurs^  rt.  hon.  B. 
Buller,  sir  E. 
Binning,  lord 
Ccnirtenay,  T.  P. 
Congreve,  sir  W. 
Clements,  Henry 
Chichester,  Arthur 
Croker,  J.  W. 
Carew,  R.  Pole 
Castlereagh,  vise. 
Daly,  J. 
Desborptigh,  K. 
Doveton,  Gabriel 
Dawk  ins,  James 
Douglas,  hon.  F.  S. 
Forbes,  Charles 
Fergusson,  James 
Fitzgerald,  right  hon. 

Graham,  sir  J. 
Goulbum,  H. 
Grant,  Charles 
Garrow,  sir  W. 
Hamraersley,  H. 
Hart,  G.  V. 
Holford,  G.  P. 
Hill,  sir  G. 
^°g»  nght  hon.  C. 
Lowthef ,  viscount 
'Lowther,  hon.  H. 
LygoD,  hon.  W. 


Mabon/batL,  S. 
MelJi$ib,W. 
Murray,  sir  J. 
Moorsom,  K. 
Manners,  lord  C. 
Pringle,  sir  W, 
Phipps,  general 
Palmer,    of  Laszer* 

shall  ^^ 

Pabnerston,  Tise. 
Pakenham,  boo.  R.H. 
P^eel,  right  hon.  R. 
Pole,rt.  h(^W.\V. 
Rose,  right  hon.  G. 
Smith,  C. 
Stirling,  sir  W. 
ShifFner,  G. 
St.  Paul.  H. 
Shaw,  sir  J. 
Sheldon,  R. 
Sutton,  rt.  hon.  G.  M. 
Stuart,  hon.  A. 
Seymour,  lord  R. 
Thornton,  general 
Thornton,  bamuel 
Thynne,  lord  J. 
Teed,  John 
Vansittart,  rt.  hon.!^. 
>Vemys$.  general 
Warrender,  sir  G. 
Webster,  sir  G. 
WooQ,  sir  M. 
Wood,  T. 
Wellesley,  R, 
Yorke,  sir  Jj 


Arbuthnot^rt.  hciuC 
I^fthingtoD^  S. 
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Uh  f^  the 

AbercTombie,  hon.  J. 
Bankes,  H. 
Barham,  J. 
Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 
Barnard  y  Scrope 
Burrel),  sir  C. 
BurrelJ)  hon.  P.  U. 
Burrell,  W. 
Butterworth,  Jos. 
Barclay,  C. 
Babingtoo,  T«. 
Brand,  hon.  T.* 
Calcral't,  J. 
Calvert,  C, 
Calvert,  N. 
Campbell,  lord  J. 
Campbell,  D. 
Cavendish,  lord  G. 
Cavendish,  H. 
Davenport,  D, 
DundaSy  hon.  L. 
Duncannon,  vise. 
Pawcetty  H. 
J'azakerley,  J.  N. 
rindlay,  K. 
Orenfcll,  P.. 
Gascoyne,  G.  I. 
Oooch,  T.  S. 
Hamilton,  lord  A. 
Horner,  F. 
Howorth,  H. 
Hughes,  W.  L. 
Jicmon,  sir  W. 


Minority, 

Lewis,  F. 
Martin,  H. 
Martin,  J. 
Moore,  P. 
Mackintosh,  sir  J. 
Neville,  hon.  R. 
North,  D. 
Nugent,  lord 
Ossulston,  lord 
Pamell,  sir  H. 
Proby,  lord 
Protheroe,  K 
Pym,  F. 
SLobinsou,  A. 
Ramsden,  J.  C. 
Rashleigh,  W. 
Shal^espear,  A. 
Smith,  R. 
Swann,  H. 
Shaw,  B. 
Tremayne,  J.  H. 
Tiemey,  right  hon.  G. 
Tighe,  W. 
Western,  C.  C. 
Wilbraham,  B. 
Wynn,  C. 
Wynn,  sir  W. 
Williams,  sir  R. 
Wilberforcc,  W. 

TELLERS, 

Gordon,  R. 
Smith,  W. 


Ad])R^S8  for  a  National  Monument, 
^nd  mon.uments  to  officers  who  pell 
;iN  THE  Battle   of  Waterloo.]    Lord 
CastUreagh  observed,  that  he  bad,  on  a 
former  occasion,  given    notice   that    he 
ahould  on  ibis  day  submit  a  resolution  to 
the  House  for  the  purpose  of  bestowing 
those  marks  of  national  gratitude  on  the 
Jieroes  who  fell  in  the  late  battle,  towbicb 
th^ir  pre-eminent  services  so  justly  en- 
titled tbem;  and  he  did  hope,  that  by  de- 
laying to  bring  forward  the  motion  till 
yiovv,  he  should  have  been  able  to  receive 
from  the  distinguished  officer  who  com- 
manded on  that  memorable  day  the  names 
of  ail   those    who   had   most   signalized 
themselves,.    Such,  however,  had  been  the 
course  of  active  operations  carried  on   by 
the  duke  of  Wellington  since  that  period, 
that  no  return,  down  to  the  25th  of  this 
month,  which  was  the  latest  intelligence 
Government  had  received  from  him,  had 
been  made  out :  but  they  knew  enough 
of  all  the  circumstances  of  that  great  con- 
test to  enable  them  to  proceed ;  and  he 
^bought-  no  time  should  be  lost  in  paying 
that  respect  and  gratitude  which  they 
owed  to  the  memory  of*  those  who  .^ad 


fallep— r[Hear,  hear!].     When    he   last 
^had  the  honour  of  addressing  the  House 
upon  that  subject,  they  were  in  possession 
of  no  other  account  but  the  modest  state- 
ment of  the  illustrious  victor,  and  it  was 
not  tmtil  the  details  of  the  enemy  were 
published    that  the  full    extent  of   that 
battle,  its  character    of  glory  for    this 
country,  and  its  disastrous  consequences 
to  France,  were  known— [Hear,  hearij. 
Great   actions  had    generally   produced 
great  results,  but  he  believed  it  would  be 
impossible  to  find  one  in  the  annalt  of 
modern  warfare  which  had  been  crowned 
with  greater  military  trophies,  or  whicb 
had  been  attended  with  a  greater  moral 
success.     It  had   made    that   nfition   to 
whom,  for  the  last  five-and-twenty  years^ 
all  the  calamities  with  which  Europe  had 
been  afflicted  were  owing,  feel  the  whole 
extent  of  that  misery  and  misfortune  which 
its  own  criminal  ambition  bad  so  often  in« 
flicted  on  other  countries;  and  he  trusted 
it  had  also  produced  that  deep  impressioa 
upon  the  heart  of  every  Frenchman,  as  it 
was  evident  it  had  upon  the  apprebensiona 
of  what  was  called  the  Government  of 
France,  that  they  would  feel  no  time  was 
to  be  lost  in  repairing,  as  far  as  was  m 
their  power,  the  multiplied  injuries  they 
had  inflicted  on  mankind-^[Hear,  bear  !}• 
With  respect, to  the  question  more  imme^ 
diately  before  them,    he  was  sure   the 
House  and  the    country  would    deeply 
lament  if  some  appropriate  mode  were 
not  devised  to  distinguish  those  who  had 
fallen,  some  mark  of  national  gratitude  and 
exultation   to    commemorate  an    action^ 
which,  whether  it  was   regarded  in  its 
moral,  in  its  political,  or  in  its  military 
character;  was  the  greatest  action  which 
the  British  arms  bad  ever  performed— 
[Hear,  hear!]^     The    House    therefore 
would  doubtless  be  disposed  on  the  pre- 
sent occasion  to  travel  a  little  out  of  the 
gsaal   manner  of  distinguishing  military 
achievements,    as  our  brajre    army  bad 
certainly   travelled  out  of  the  ordinary 
exploits  of  war;  they  would  feel  that  it 
would  be  useful  to  the  country  even,  that 
we  should    have  the   proud    satisfaction 
of  contemplating  a  National  Monument 
erected  to  the  memory  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  [loud  cries  of  Hear,  hear  I]  who 
so  gloriously  fell  on  that  great  occasion. 
He  should  certainly  regret  if,  in  paying 
that  general  tribute  of  a  nation's  gratitude^ 
the  merits  of  those  officers  whose  services 
were  entitled  to  pre*eminent  recollection, 
were  not  placed  ia  as  dUtingaitbed  a  poit\t 
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he  penetrated  with  a  degree  of  gallantry 
and  vigour  that  produced  the  moat  im- 
portant eSecta.  His  saccessful  eObrts  oo 
the  day  in  which  fait  gallant  life  was  laid 
down»  cooid  not  be  too  highly  applauded; 
the  charge  he  made  was  so  decided,  so 
energetic^  and  so  characteristic  of  bis 
usual  ardour  and  intrepidity^  that  his  corpse 
was  found  considerably  in  the  rear  of  the 
positions  occupied  by  the  enemy — [Hear, 
bear!] 

The  motion  being  read  from  the  chair, 

Mr.  Wynn  expressed  his  entire  and 
most  cordial  concurrence  in  the  aiotion 
before  the  House,  and  was  proceeding  to 
observe,  that  he  hoped  the  intended  mo- 
nument  would  dot  be  erected  in  any  par- 
ticular church,  when 

Lord  Casikreagh  observed,  that  the  in- 
tention was  to  erect  a  pillar,  or  triumphal 
arch,  some  architectural  monument,  in 
fact,  suitable  to  the  magnificence  of  the 
nation,  and  which,  of  course,  would  not  be 
confined  within  the  walls  of  a  churcb. 

Mr.  Wynu  said,  be  was  glad  to  hear  the 
explanation  of  the  noble  lord.  He  also 
wished  that  the  name  of  every  man  who 
fell  in  that  battle  should  be  coromemoralcd. 
He  was  aware,  that  from  the  great  nunaber 
of  names  there  might  be  some  difficolty 
in  doing  that,  but  still  he  thought  it  was 
practicable,  and  it  would  thus  become  a 
proud  record  for  any  one  to  refer  to  who 
should  inherit  the  name  of  those  gallant 
warriors »  ^  record  which  he  hoped  woold 
never  perish.  He  was  anxious,  likewise, 
that  distinct  monuments  should  be  erected 
to  those  two  general  officers  who  were 
mentioned  in  the  motion,  especially  when 
it  was  recollected  what  their  services  were^ 
and  in  how  many  hard -fought  baitlea 
they  had  participated.  He  had  heard 
that  nearly  the  last  words  which  the  gal* 
lant  Picton  uttered  before  he  left  this 
country,  was  to  express  a  hope,  in  the 
presence  of  two  members  of  that  House, 
that  if  he  should  fall,  which  he  seemed  to 
anticipate,  he  might  not  be  forgotten,  but 
receive  the  same  distinction  as  had  been 
conferred  upon  other  officera— [Hear, 
hear !]  And  perhaps  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  produce  a  stronger  proof  of  the 
wisdom  and  utility  of  those  honours  con- 


of  view  as  on  ordinary  occasions ;  at  the 
same  time,  he  was  sure  if  they  could  now 
be  recalled  to  their  country,  nothing 
would  be  so  gratifying  to  their  feelings 
as  to  see  some  plan  adopted  which  should 
include  the  commemoration  of  their  brave 
soldiers,  that  they  might  also  live  in  the 
gratitude  of  posterity,  and  of  an  admiring 
world.  It  was,  indeed,  no  less  consistent 
with  the  duty  of  that  House  than  it  was 
congenial  to  their  feelings,  to  address 
the  Crown  in  order  that  a  monument  of 
national  gratitude  might  be  reared  to  the 
hiemory  of  all  those  officers  and  gallant 
troops  who  laid  down  their  lives  that  day, 
not  only  for  their  country,  but  for  the 
security  and  happiness  of  Europe — [Hear, 
hear  !]•  He  would  not  trouble  the  House 
at  any  greater  length,  as  he  felt  that  any 
thing  which  he  could  say  must  be  inade- 
quate to  the  subject,  but  should  proceed 
to  read  his  motion,  viz. 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  bis  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  give 
directions  that  a  National  Monument  be 
erected  in  honour  of  the  splendid  victory 
of  Waterloo,  and  to  commemorate  the 
fame  of  the  Officers  and  Men  of  the  British 
Armyi  who  fell  gloriously  upon  the  16th 
and  18th  of  the  present  month,  and  more 
particularly  of  Lieutenant-general  sir 
Thomas  Picton  and  Major-general  the 
honourable  sir  William  Ponsooby ;  and 
to  assure  his  Royal  Highness  that  this 
House  will  make  good  the  expense  attend- 
ing the  tame." 

The  noble  lord  then  entered  into 
a  cursory  view  of  the  eminent  ser* 
vices  performed  by  both  the  officers 
above  named.  Sir  Thomas  Picton,  he 
observed,  had  ^distinguished  himself  in 
Egypt  under  sir  Ralph  Abercromby,  and 
in  all  the  great  battles  which  had  been 
fought  in  the  Peninsula  and  France,  by 
the  duke  of  Wellington;  at  Badajoz, 
Ciudad  Rodrigo,  Vittoria,  in  the  Pyrenees, 
Orthes,  and  Thoulouse — [Hear,  hear!]. 
With  respect  to  the  other  lamented  officer, 
sur  William  Ponsoriby,  his  career,  though 
short,  had  been  one  of  eminent  renown 
and  glory.  At  the  battle  of  Salamanca 
be  served  under  the  command  of  general 
Le  Marchand,  who  unfortunately  fell  early 
in  the  action;  but  whatever  loss  his 
country  sustained,  none  was  felt  by  the 
army  at  that  critical  moment,  for  sir  Wil- 
liam, then  colonel  Ponsonby,  immediately 
took  the  command,  and  led  the  cavalry 
against  the  centre  of  the  enemy,  which 


ferred  by  that  House,  and  the  great  effect 
which  the  contemplation  of  them  pro- 
duced on  the  minds  of  British  officers* 
There  was  another  thing  which  he  wished 
to  suggest,  namely,  that  medals  should  be 
•truck  in  commemoration  of  the  battle* 
and  distributed  to  the  aorvivors.    After 
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the  bM\e  of  the  Nile»  •  patriotjc  mdWi* 
dual  canted  a  number  of  mich  medals  to 
be  ttreck  and  so  distribated;  and  be  had 
hoard  from  many  officers  tliat  the  effect 
prodoced  by  them  was  of  the  most  gratify* 
ing  kind.  Many  of  those  gallant  men 
who  had  shared  in  that  battle,  when  dying 
in  a  foreign  land,  had  expressed  in  their 
last  momenu  the  most  ansious  solicitode 
about  the  ditpoaition  of  those  medals,  the 
record  of  their  services  on  that  glorioos 
day :  some  wished  that  it  ihould  be  buried 
with  them,  others  that  it  should  be  care* 
folly  transmitted  to  their  families;  but  all 
of  them  placed  more  Taloe  upon  that 
•mall  medal  than  on  any  other  property 
which  they  happened  to  possess.  He 
thought,  therefore,  that  it  would  tend  to 
nourish  a  noble  spirit  of  emulation  and 
heroic  pride,  if  similar  tokens  in  com- 
memoration of  the  battle  of  Waterloo 
were  struck  and  distributed. 

Lord  CM«<0raaf  A  said,  that  the  pogges- 
lion  of  the  hon.  member,  as  to  the  ereotbn 
of  distinct  monuments  to  the  memory  of 
air  Thomas  Pictoo  and  sir*  W.  Poosonby, 
was  one  that  the  House  might  readily  ac- 
cede to,  as  they  had  only  one  object  in 
Tiewj  that  of  distinguishing  the  eminent 
serTices  of  those  lamented  officers.  He 
would  therefore  subjoin,  as  an  amendment 
to  the  motion,  "  and  that  funeral  monu- 
ments be  aUo  erected  in  ^memory  of  each 
of  those  two  officers  in  the  Cathedral 
Church  of  St.  Paul,  London.'' 

Mr.  Wym'.  And  that  the  names  of  those 
who  fell  be  inscribed  on  the  National 
Monument. 

Lord  CoMikreaglL  That  had  better  be 
left  for  arrangement  in  the  execution  of 
the  plan. 

General  Ooicqyne  suggested  the  pro- 
priety  of  interring  the  body  of  sir  Thomas 
Picton,  which  had  been  brought  over  to 
this  country,  in  the  Cathedral  where  a 
monument  was  to  be  raised  to  his  me* 
mory.  On  the  day  preyious  to  the  great 
Tictory  of  the  1 8tb,  he  had  been  danger* 
ously  wounded.  From  the  moment  he 
had  left  this  country,  till  he  joined  the 
army,  he  had  never  entered  any  bed  ;  he 
had  scarcely  given  himself  time  to  take 
any  refreshment,  so  eager  W|is  he  in  the 
performance  of  his  dutj^.  ^  After  the 
severe  wound  which  he  had  received,  he 
would  have  been  justified  in  not  engaging 
in  the  action  of  the  1 8th.  His  body,  he 
understood,  was  not  only  blackened  by  it, 
but  swelled  to  a  considerable  degree;  and 
those  who  had  seen  him|  wondered  that 


he  should  have  been  able  to  take  part  in 
the  duties  of  the  field.  He'  bad  fallen 
gloriously  afterwards  at  the  head  of  his 
column,  maintaining  a  position,  which,  if 
it  had  not  been  kept,  would  have  altered 
the  fate  of  the  day ;  and  its  issue  might 
have  been  different  from  that  which  now 
occasioned  such  well-founded  rejoicings* 
He  repeated  his  wish  that  his  body  should 
be  interred  in  the  Cathedral  where  the 
monument  was  to  be  erected,  and  suggested 
that  some  of  the  distinctions  conferred  on 
him  should  be  extended  to  his  family. 

Mr.  IVm  Smiih  expressed  his  concurrence* 
in  tbcTmotion,  and  hoped  the  suggestion 
of  his  bon*.  friend  (Mr.  Wynn)  would  bo 
adopted,  for  recording  the  names  of  all 
who  had  fallen.  It  would  have  the  best 
possible  efiect,  and  might  be  done  with 
little  difficulty.  They  knew  that  some  oC 
the  moat  famous  actions  of  antiquity  were 
so  recorded,  and  the  record  had  even 
come  down  to  the  present  age.  He  most 
again  repeat  what  be  had  pressed  upon 
the  House  on  a  former  night,  that  he 
hoped  a  palace  would  be  erected  for  the 
duke  of  Wellington,  and  that  Parliament 
would  not  be  contented  with  merely  pur* 
chasing  for  him  a  house  which  had  been 
built  for  some  other  indNidual. 

Mr.  WUberfor^  said,  he  agreed  with 
the  sentiments  expressed  by  his  hon* 
friend,  and  th^t  if  a  ready*made  mansion 
was  provided  for  the  duke  of  Wellington^ 
it  would  not,  in  his  opinion,  mark  that 
full  tide  of  national  gratitude  which  would 
be  conveyed  by  the  erection  of  a  palace^ 
specifically  in  honour  of  his  great  and 
meritorious  services.  They  would  act 
much  more  wisely  in  erecting  a  palace* 
even  though  it  should  cost  somewhat 
more  ;  they  and  their  posterity,  in  fact, 
would  be  the  gainers :  for  it  should  be 
recollected,  that  in  building  such  a  pa- 
lace, it  would  be  done,  not  to  gratify  the 
duke  of  Wellington  merely,  not  to  acquit 
themselves  of  the  debt  of  gratitude  they 
owed  him,  or  to  gratify  their  own  feelings^ 
but  to  show  to  all  the  world,  that  when  a 
great  man,  selected  by  Providence,  be- 
came the  instrument  and  means  of  con« 
ferring  signal  blessings  on  mankind,  such 
a  man  was  to  be  honoured  from  first  to 
last.  With  respect  to  the  motion  before 
the  House,  it  had  his  entire  support. 

Mr.  Alderman  Smiih  observed,  that 
there  were  several  large  buildings  in  the 
country  in  which  national  monuments 
might  be  erected,  and  among  them  was 
the  church  of  St.  Alban's. 
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Mr.  Banket  ikzA  every  wisb  to  do  justice 
to  the  memory  of  those  brave  men  to 
whom  the  country  was  so  deeply  iodebted 
for  their  glorious  services  iu  the  late  vic« 
Cory.  From  whence,  he  asked,  could  the 
ornamental  part  of  the  National  Monu- 
ment which  was  about  to  be  erected,  be 
better  derived  than  from  that  centre  of 
the  enemy's  country  to  which  the  march 
of  their  brave  comrades  was  directed? 
To  that  capital  which  he  trusted  was,  ere 
now,  in  the  possession  of  the  illustrious 
Wellington/  Paris,  twice  in  the  possession 
of  conouerors,  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to 
retain  the  plunder  which  the  Frencb  had, 
fcr  so  many  years,  been  gathering  from 
tbe'  whole  of^  civilized  Europe.  She  ought 
io  be  compelled  to  refund  a  portion ;  and 
no  occasion  could  be  so  fitting  for  the  em- 
ployment of  it,  as  the  commemoration  of 
the  fall  of  a  tyranny  oppressive  to  France 
itself,  and  the  achievement  of  a  victory 
glorious  to  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Maurice  Fitzgerald,  although  per- 
fectly disposed  to  afford  every  honour  to 
the  memory  of  our  brave  heroes,  differed 
completely  from  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
bad  just  sat  down  as  to  the  mode  of  ac- 
complishing that  object.  He  could  not 
agree  that  a  national  monument  io  our  own 
army  should  be  ornamented  by  pillage 
from  the  capital  of  another  country.  If 
that  pillage  were  to  be  surrendered,  let  it 
be  given  to  those  countries  to  which  it 
originally  belonged.  Oar  intrinsic  glory 
ought  not  to  be  diminished  by  following 
the  example  of  France ;  but  if  that  exam- 
ple were  followed,  let  the  monument  be 
ornamented  with  the  cannon  which  were 
captured  in  the  battle.  If  he  wanted  any 
authority  to  condemn  such  a  proposition 
as  that  made  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  he 
thought  he  could  derive  it  from  the  illus- 
trious individual  at  the  head  of  our  troops. 
On  the  duke  of  Wellington's  having  been 
very  recently  reminded,  that  on  the  last 
occasion  on  which  the  English  army  en- 
tered France,  they  behaved  with  extreme 
delicacy  towards  that  country ;  his  answer 
was,  *'  I  promise  you  that  if  it  is  in  my 
power  they  shall  behave  with  equal  deli* 
cacy  now  ;"  a  magnanimous  declaration, 
which  did  as  much  honour  to  the  roan  as 
to  the  soldier.  He  strongly  recommended, 
that  as  the  merits  of  the  three  countries 
bad  been  eqaal  in  the  late  battle,  a  na- 
tional monument  should  be  erected  in 
Edinburgh,  and  another  in  Dublin,  as  well 
as  that  proposed  to  be  erected  in  London. 

Mr.  C,  Grant,  although  so  many  bon. 


gentlemen  bad  addressed  tbe  Ho«ae  oi 
this  aabject,  yet,  in  obedience  to  his  feel 
ings,  could  not  allow  the  qoeatioki  to  b 
pth  without  saving  a  few  words  in  re 
ference  to  a  gallant  and  lamented  friend 
sir  Alexander  Gordon,  who  bad  gloriottsl] 
fallen  in  the  late  memorable  comeat.  Hi 
should  not  enter  into  any  minirie  descrip 
tion  of  thuse  qualities  in  prrvate  life  whirl 
endeared  that  brave  man  to  all  who  bd 
had  the  happiness  of  his  friendship.  Erea 
if  hir  present  feelings  would  permit  bia 
to  do  so,  he  would  abstain  fnym  dwelliui 
on  that  part  of  his  character.  -  Ttie  deatfa 
of  such  an  ofl&cer  was  a  irational  Imsj 
Although  only  29  years  of  age,  his  career, 
short  as  it  had  been,  bad  been*  one  of  tbe 
most  active  and  arduous  doty.  Doriog 
the  last  ten  yeafi,  his  services  had  beeni 
incessant ;  and  he  could  confidently  sp* 
peal  to  aril  who  were  acquainted  with  ^i 
British  army,  whether,  among  tbe  pr&«i 
mising  yomig  men  with  whom  it  abooad- 
ed,  there  was  one  more  eminent  for  hi^ 
zeal,  more  distinguiibed  for  his  repots^ 
tion,  or  more  fully  possessed  of  tbe  con& 
dence  of  the  illustrious  chief  nnder  whom 
he  served,  than  tbe  gallant  officer  io%hose 
memory  be  was,  on  this  occaaton,  anxioai 
to  pay  this  tribute,  unworthy  sls  he  felt  i: 
to  be  of  bis  object — [Hear,  hearl^.  He 
would  not  expatiate  on  tbe  consolations  bf 
which  the  grief  of  the  country  on  the  lost 
of  so  many  of  ber  brave  sons  ought  to  be 
moderated,  but  content  himself  with  say^^ 
ing,  that,  valuable  as  were  the  lives  which 
had  been  sacrificed,  they  bad  been  sacri- 
ficed for  the  acquisition  of  a  victory  al« 
most  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  tbe 
world— 'a  victory  which  promised  more 
benefit  to  the  cause  of  humanity  and  ciri- 
lization  than  any  military  acbieTemea!  o( 
modern  or  ancient  occurrence  ;  closiBe. 
as  it  did,  operations  which  had  crov^ 
into  a  few  weeks,  events  that  wonid  hate 
been  considered  most  brilliant,  had  tber 
bean  the  results  of  many  sacceasfve  cub* 
paigns — [Hear,  hear  !] 

Sir  C,  BurreU  observed,  that  if,  rnsteid 
of  purchasing  a  mansion,  a  palace  wortbr 
of  the  illustrious  individual  who  was  *■> 
inhabit  it  were  to  be  erected,  he  would  be 
kept  I2|  (5,  or  20  years  without  any  re«<* 
dence  while  it  was  building. 

Mr.  Wit^efforce,  in  allusion  to  what  bs^ 
fallen  from  the  hon.  gentleman  who  spo^« 
last,  begged  to  be  allowed  to  say»  that  ^ 
was  sore  the  duke  of  Wellington  wooli 
derive  the  greatest  pleasure  from  obsen- 
ing  tbe  gradual  growth  of  tbe  bnildii:^* 

s 
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tbat  national  gratitade  would   erect  for 

'him. 

i      The  motion  was  agreed  to,  nem.  con, 

r 

\      Stamp  Dutibs  Bill«]    The  House  hav- 
ing resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  on 
ttbe  Stamp  Duties  Bill, 
I       The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  pro- 
.ceeded  testate  his  intentions  with  respect 
to    the  various   objects  comprehended  in 
r  the  measure.    In  the  clause  which  related 
rto  the  composition  to  be  paid  by  the  Bank 
[of  England  for  the    exemption  of  their 
;  paper  from  the  Stamp-duty,  he  meant  to 
propose  no  alteration.     The  next  subject 
was  the  duty  on  Probates ;  and  as  it  had 
(been  considered  a  hardship  that  it  should 
operate  on  the  whole  of  the  effects  of  the 
deceased,  instead  of  on  the  balance  after 
,  the  debts  were  paid,  he  intended  to  pro- 
pose a  drawback  to  remedy  this  grievance 
for  the  present,,  although  he  felt  that  the 
whole  of  this  subject  was  one  which  most 
soon  undergo  parliamentary  investigation, 
with  a  view  to  a  general  arrangement  of 
it.     There  were  ti^o  subjects  remaining— 
one,  the  licences  for  the  issuing  of  promis- 
sory-notes, which  he  was  content  to  aban» 
don  in  this  instance,  meaning  to  bring  the 
eonsideration  of  them  before  the  House  in 
the  next  session  ;  th^  other,  the  stamps  on 
law   proceedings  in  -Scotland,  which   he 
proposed  to  remain  as  they  now  stood  in 
the  Bill. 

On  the   reading  of    the  first  claosci 
relating  to  the  Bank  Composition, 

Mr.  Grenfetl  observed,  that  he  agreed 

with  his  right  hon.  friend  on  the  principle 

of  the  proposed  composition,  and  differed 

from  him  only  as  to  its  extent.     He  re- 

I  peated  hjs  former  statement,  that  by  the 

'  neglect  of  his  right  hon.  friend's  two  pre- 

>  decessors  on  this  subject,  the  public  -  had 
'•  austamed  a  loss,  and  the  Bank  had  gained 

>  an  undue  profit,  which,  correctly  calcu- 

>  lated  from  the  documents  on  the  table, 
amounted  to  no  less  a  sum  than  5$^,IHSL 

t  He  was  happy  to  make  this  declaration 

in  the  presence  of  a  great  number  of  the 

:   Bank  Directors ;  by  whom,  if  unfounded,  it 

I   would  no  doubt  be  controverted.      The 

I    hoo.    gentleman    proceeded   to   contend, 

'   that  up  to  the. year  1799  the  composition 

I    was  fairly  estimated,  with  respect  both  to 

the  Bank  and  to  the  public,  but  that  from 

the  year    1799  to  the   present  moment 

those  circumstances  had  been  overlooked, 

which  had    occasioned   the  loss    to  the 

public  that  he  had   already  mentioned; 

and  in  support  of  this  argument,  he  entered 
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into  an  hist^Hcal  detail  of  the  negoeiations 
between  the  Government  and  the  Bank  in 
the  years  1791,  1799,  1804,  and   1808; 
maintaining  that  at  the  two  last*namerf 
periods  no  reference  had  been  had  to  the 
greatly  iticreased  circulation  of  Bank^of- 
Engladd  paper.    The  public  having  lost 
so  much  already,  he  could  not  conceive 
on  what  principle  Parliament  could  now 
be  called  upon  to  give  the  Bank  an  addi- 
tional bonus.     Yet  such  would   be  the 
effect  if  his  right  hon.  friend's  propositioii 
were  adopted.     If  the  average  of  paper  in 
circulation  were  taken  for  the  last  three 
years,  as  proposed  by  his  right  hon.  friend, 
it  would  produce  87|50O^     If  the  average 
were  taken  of  the  paper  of  one  year,  as 
proposed  by  him  (Mr.  Greiirell),  it  would 
amount  to  99,000/.  for  the  notes,  besides  a 
large  sum  for  the  Bank  Post-bills,  whicir 
the  absence  of  the  necessary  documents 
^rendered  it  impossible  for  him  to  calculate 
with  accuracy.    He  could  see  no  reason 
why  the  Bank  of  England  should  enjoy 
any  greater  advantage  on  this  subject  than 
a  private  banker;  and  even  if  his  propo- 
sition were  adopted,  they  would  stiJl  have 
an  advantage,  as  the  private  banker  mast 
pay  duty  on  the  notes  which  he  issued, 
and   not  on    those   only    in   circulation, 
although  be  might  not  circulate  nearly  a» 
many  as  he  obtained  stamps  for..     The 
hon.  gentleman  concluded  by  moving  an 
amendment  to  the  clause,  substituting  the 
average  of  one  year  for  the  average  of 
three  years,  and  providing  that  the  notes 
should   be   distinguished   into  classes  of 
different  value,  &c. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  did  not 
consider  that  Mr.  Pitt's  principle  of 
arranffement   had   been    materially  de* 

garted  from  either  by  lord  Sidmopth  or 
Ir.  Perceval.  When  the  Bank  stopped 
payments  in  cash,  it  was  thought  by 
writers  that  the  outstanding  notes  amounted 
to  20,000,000,  whereas  they  were  only 
12,000,000.  The  difference  between  the 
arrangements  was,  that  the  former  one 
was  permanent,  and  the  present  fluctuating, 
according  to  the  notes  in  circulation.  He 
considered  himself  wholly  responsible  for 
this  arrangement,  such  as  it  stood.  He 
had  offered  terms  consistent  with  the 
public  advantfl^e,  and  wfth  the  faith  of 
Parliament.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
contended,  that  it  waf  vain  to  enter 
into  an  examination  as  to  the  equality  of 
charge  upon  the  Bank  as  compared  with 
what  might  be  paid  by  private  bankers. 
It  was  imposiible  to  institute  soeb  a  com« 
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parisoo,  becaoae  there  was  no  timnarity  | 
in  the  situation  of  the  parties.  No  private  | 
bankers  ronid  aecoounodale  Governoient 
frith  the  advances  made  bj  the  Bank  of 
England.  The  principle  on  which  he  h^ 
proceeded  was,  thai  the  public  were  en- 
titled to  as  foli  a  composition  as  was  con* 
sistent  with  ihe«e  indttfgencies«  the  conti- 
nuance of  which  the  Bank  had  well 
merited.  He  had  adopted  a  triennial 
average  in  preference  to  any  other,  and, 
upon  the  whole,  conceived  a  very  ad  van- 
tageous  bargain  had  been  concluded,  as 
compared  with  the  former  arrangement, 
wiihont  at  the  same  time  pushing  the 
Bank  to  that  extreme  of  concession  which 
was  irreconcileable  with  the  system 
hitherto  pursued. 

Mr.  Banka  thought  it  a  strange  fancy 
^)  represent  the  loans  at  low  interest 
advanced  by  the  Bank  as  a  sort  of  payment 
for  the  licence  of  trading.  The  public^ 
in  his  opinion,  paid  sufficiently,  and  even 
extravagantly  for  the  accommoidation,  and 
for  the  general  transaction  of  its  business. 
All  thatcoold.be  urged  in  favour  of  the 
existing  system,  was  the  excellence  of  the 
•ecortty.  But  he  must  object  to  the  use 
of  the  word  *  composition,'  as  not  expres- 
sive of  the  true  idea  that  ought  to  prevail. 
In  the  Act  of  Parliament  which  recog* 
nizsd  the  present  settlement,  the  word  waa 
'  compensation,'  and  the  ordinary  convert 
tible  term  of  that  word  was  '  eouivalent.' 
He  could  see  no  reason  why  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  should  adhere  to 
an  erroneous  system.  When  the  compen- 
sation was  first  fixed,  it  was  not  in  the 
contemplation  of  Mr.  Pitt,  or  of  Parlia- 
ment, to  give  any  advantage  to  the  Bank; 
they  ought,  indeed,  rather  to  pay  more 
than  less  than  other  bankers,  for  the  ad- 
Tantage  of  not  being  put  to  the  trouble  of 
stamping  every  note.  The  Bank  ought 
not  to  shelter  themselves  under  an  unnir 
construction  of  former  Acts  of  Parliament. 
He  considered  the  taking  the  average  as 
advantageous  for  the  Bank.  That  opulent 
bod}'  would,  he  thought,  be  acting  more 
fairly  and  honourably  by  the  public,  if 
they  did  not  attempt  to  claim  any  exemp- 
tion from  the  common  burthens  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  B.  Shaw  contended,  that  the  Bank 
had  acted,  not  only  fairly  and  honourably, 
but  liberally  tpwards  the  public.  He  in- 
sisted on  the  danger  of  opening  transac- 
tions entered  into  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer.  In  stating  the  amount  of 
Bank  paper  in  circulation^  and  the  dnty 
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o»  it,  it  had  been.  brgoUtwk  thax  i 
millions  were  lent  by  the  Bank  to  Got 
ment  without  ai^y  interest,  mod  aiM 
three  millioos  at  only  three  per  < 
There  ongfat  not  to  be  any  coiajManiVici 
these  six  millions. 

Mr.  Forbes  said,  that  an  the  priiM 
kid  down  bv  the  preceding  apcanker 
discussion  of  the  present  Biil  waa  oniM 


sary.    With  regard  to  the  three   snili 


lent  to  Government  wiihont  interesa»  ij 
three  millions  made  only  peri  of  eh 
millions  of  public  balances  ia  Use  liecu 
the  Bank. 

Mr.  ThonUm  thoQghli  tbaa  eooisgh 
been  said  in  defence  of  the  egreei] 
made  between  the  Chancellor  of  the  \ 
chequer  and  the  Bank,  to  reader  it  as 
cessary  for  him  to  trouble  the  cooams 
with  any  observations.  Indeed,  be 
spaired  of  making  any  ioapreaaioo  on 
honourable  members  opposite  to  him^ 
they  received  every  ikmg  that  canie  fi 
any  gentleman  connected  with  tbe  A 
with  great  prejudice,  thoogb  he  co 
aaaure  them  he  endeavmired  to  diecbsj 
his  duty  with  uprightnem  and  iMpariiai 
between  the  public  and  the  gieat  corpc 
tion  for  which  he  waa.  %  unaatee.  & 
posina  him,  however,  to  err  by  leaiMng 
the  side  of  the  Bankt  he  waa  certainly  n 
by  a.  more  than  equal  aeal^  and  he  wig 
aav  prejudice,  by  the  gentlemen  ond 
other  side.  He  then  defended  the  s^e« 
ment  made  at  diflereni  tioaea  htMcma 
pensation  in  the  stead  of  atampdutie^  sat 
gate  aome  explanations  reaipectiag  th 
renewal  of  the  charter,  and  the  privilegi 
it  gave.  On  the  present  occaaion  a  at* 
principle  had  been  agreed  ttpen  betwee 
the  Government  and  the  Bank,  irbici 
raised  the  compensation  to  87«50(ML  a  joi 
h  was  proposed  by  the  CbaBcellor  sf  tii 
Exchequer,  and  acqoieaced  in  by  tk 
Bank.  Would  the  House  annul  aacb 
contract  for  the  aake  of  gaining  it^OOQL 
year,  when  they  considered  the  imaNS 
transactions  the  public  had  with  the  Bafi^ 
and  how  important  it  was  to  matntsf*  i' 
character  and  credit?  Was  it  nothing ^ 
refuse  to  ratify  what  the  ezecetive  ge 
vernment  had  thought  reaaonablc  tf 
just  ?  He  then  showed  some  errors  in  M' 
Grenfell's  calculations  reapectiog  t^ 
profits  of  the  Bauk,  and  sat  down  witli  • 
assurance  that  the  House  would  alss^ 
find  the  directors  liberal  and  fair  in  tki 
dealings  with  the  public. 

Mr.  McUuk  made  some    obaervsiiot 
opoa  thf  calcnlationa  of  Mr*   Grcnfei 
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which  he  coold  not  agree  with.  He  con- 
sidered, tbit  it  would  be  fairer  to  take  an 
average  of  three  years,  as  was  the  case  hi 
the  Property-tax,  than  to  fix  upon  the  last 
year,  which  was  one  when  the  issues  were 
vnconimonly  great.  Whether,  however, 
the  mm  was  91,000/.  or  87,000/.  the  dif- 
ference would  not  he  a  material  object  to 
the  Bank. 

Mr.  Orenfetli  in  explanation,  said,  that 
99,572/.  would  be  the  proportion  that  the 
Bank  ooght^  in  his  opinion,  to  pay  on  ac- 
couAt  of  the  issues  of  the  last  year.  He 
•hoold,  however,  abstain  from  entering 
more  folly  into  the  subject,  as  the  regular 
diacnssion  would  come  on  on  Monday. 

Mr.  Alley  thought  the  Bank  ought  to 
contrihote  In  the  proportion  of  all  other 
classes  of  subjects. 

Lord  A,  HomStton  taid,  if  it  had  not  been 
for  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Greniell),  this 
mibjcfet  would  never  have  come  before 
theih;  and  he  had  thereby  been  the  means 
of  rendering  a  most  signal  service  to  the 
GMiitry. 

General  TkonnUm  expressed  his  regret 
at  the  fire<)uent  attacks  made  upon  the 
Bank  in  that  House,  as  being  injarioos  to 
thiit  establishment,  and  consequently  to 
the  public.  He  also  thought  that  the 
gentlemen  on  the  ministerial  side  were  too 
much  in  the  'habit  of  giving  way  to  such 
Attacks.  The  honourable  general  sap- 
ported  the  motion. 

The  House  then  divided.-— For  the  mo- 
tion, S2;  Against  it,  12.  A  conversation 
then  took  place,  between  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  and  Messrs.  Meilish, 
Preston,  Grenlell,  Hoskisson,  and  Forbes, 
as  to  the  right  which  should  be  vested  in 
Parliament  to  form  a  new  arrangement, 
when  it  might  be  deemed  necessary.  It 
was  terminated  by  the  Committee  agreo'^ 
ing,  on  the  aoggestion  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  to  leave  certain  words  out 
of  the  clause,  by  which  the  proposed  ob* 
ject  would  be  attained.-- On  the  clause, 
relative  to  licences  Ibr  Scotch  bankers 
being  read,  Mr.  Forbes  proposed  an  amend* 
tnent,  fbr  the  purpose  of  placing  the  <  pri« 
▼ate  banks  in  Scotland  in  the  same  sitaa- 
tion,  with  respect  to  Hcenee8>  as  the  diar- 
tered  banks.  This  gave  rise  to  a  conver* 
aatioD,  which  was  ended  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Etehequer  agreeing  lo  postpone 
the  original  clauasy  until  some  gentletned, 
connected  with  the  cbaHered  hanks  ^f 
SceUand,  were  pf^sehi.  Thd  chaittotn 
then  reported  progress,  and  obiamed  leave 
to  sit  agami  to«niort»ir; 
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liokB  Of  Wxliington's  Estate  Bitt,] 
The  House  having  resolved  iuelf  into  a 
committee  oh  the  Dake  of  Wellington's 
Estate  Bill,  Mr.  Lushington  proposed  a 
clause,  providing  that  the  illustrious  Duke, 
his  heirs,  and  his  luccessors,  should  hokl 
the  estate  and  mamion,  voted  by  Parlia- 
ment, on  condition  that  a  tri-coloored  flag 
should  be  anmualiy  presented,  on  the  1 8th 
of  June,  to  his  Majesty  or  his  descendants, 
at  the  Castle  of  Windsor.  The  clause  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  re- 
ceived to-morrow. 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 
Friday,  June  SO. 

Parish  AppaximcEs.]  The  Marquis  of 
Lmudowne\^  m  moving  the  commitment  of 
the  Parish  Apprentice  Bill,  said,  it  was 
known  'hat  gr^at  abuses  had  existed  i^  the 
apprentf :iilg  of  parish  children,  in  places 
far  dislai^  from  their  place  bf  birth,  and 
where  «^'»y  were  removed  from  all  their 
friends,  snd  from  the  superintendence  of 
any  one  Whil  to'oic  an interest  in  their  fate^ 
The  object  of  the  present  Bill  was  to  limit 
the  distance  to  wbicbthese children  could 
be  sent,  to  40  miles.  This  limitation  hsd 
been  thought  hy  a  noble  and  learned  lord 
too  strict,  and  that  noble  lord  had  thought 
that  a  less  strict  limitation,  but  with  a  pro* 
vision  for  the  superintendence  of  the  jus- 
tices of  peace,  would  be  more  advisable. 
He  should  move  that  the  Bill  be  committed, 
and  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  noble 
and  learned  lord  being  introduced,  he 
shouki  move  that  it  be  reporteti  and 
printed,  with  the  intention  of  soffering  it 
to  stand  over  to  the  next  session,  so  that  in 
the  mean  time  it  would  be  open  to  the  in« 
speciion  of  the  magistrates  who  were  best 
informed  on  this  subject,  especially  those 
of  the  Manchester  district. 

The  Bill  then  went  through  a  com* 
mittee,  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

FOB£ICN    StAVE    l^ADB    Bitt.l       Tho 

Marqois  of  LatMinone  moved,  tbat  thd 
report  of  the  Foreign  Slave  Trade  Bill  be 
brought  up. 

The  Earl  of  fVetifMrelAnd  oppibs^  the 
motioti,  on  the  ground,  that  the  crime 
against  which  it  professed  to  provide  was 
not  even  shbwn  to  eitist.  Tlie  Bill  would 
implicate  persons  who  might  be  itonocent 
bf  any  criminal  intention,  and  the  offence 
was  to  he  tried  b^fbre  the  Admiralty  tri« 
booals  abroad,  which  were  often  Tery  ira* 
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proper  coiirtt  to  be  inlmited  with  the  trial 
of  toch  cautet.  The  crime  of  lending 
money  to  rapport  the  Slave  Trade  was  al- 
ready floffictently  provided  againit  by  the 
forfeiture  of  all  the  money  embarked  in  it, 
and  by  the  knowledge  that  the  trader,  if 
discovered,  would  become  a  felon,  and 
thus  be  rendered  unable  to  pay  any  debt. 
His  lordship  then  moved  that  the  report 
of  the  Bill  be  received  this  day  three 
months. 

The  Marquis  of  Lanidaunie  observed, 
that  from  the  prospect  of  a  speedy  peace, 
it  would  be  proper  to  provide  against  the 
application  of  Brittah  capital  to  a  traffic  in 
which  the  profits  were  well  known  to  be 
immense ;  and  this  could  not  be  done  by 
pecuniary  forfeitures,  but  only  by  fixing 
the  stamp  of  infamy  on  persons  engaged 
in  it.  The  ofienders  were  ordered  to  be 
tried  in  the  settlements  where  the  crime 
was  committed,  because  in  those  'places 
there  would  be  the  best  means  of  proving 
either  the  guilt  or  the  innocence  of  the 
person  accused. 

The  Lord  CAancetforsaid,  that  the  House 
should  be  very  cautious  in  passing  the  Bill 
which  was  before  them,  as  the  extent  to 
which  it  went,  would  perhaps  surprise 
persons  who  had  not  attentively  examined 
it.  Under  the  Bill  any  person  who  pos* 
aessed  a  mortgage  on  lands  in  a  foreign 
settlement,  would  be  acting  criminally  if 
he  advanced  an  additional  sum  on  the 
aame  secarity,  althdugh  that  sum  might 
be  abtolotely  necenary  to  the  preserva- 
tion, of  the  value  of  the  property  and  con- 
sequently of  his  own  mortgage.  A  man 
could  not  even  lend  without  security  to  a 
possessor  of  foreign  colonial  possessions, 
because,  according  to  the  law  of  those 
colonics,  all  estates  were  assets  for  the 
fwyment  of  the  debts  of  the  proprietor. 
He  was  surprised  such  a  Bill  should  have 
passed  the  Commons,  where  there  were 
persons  acquainted  with  the  West-India 
Jaws  and  West-Indian  transactions;  and  be 
should  feel  it  his  duty  to  oppose  it,  as  it 
had  not  been  shown  how  far  the  present 
law  was  insufficient  to  prevent  the  evil 
complained  of. 

The  Earl  of  Harrcwiy  supported  the 
Bill,  and  said  it  would  be  still  in  the 
power  of  holders  of  foreign  colonial  pos- 
sessions to  borrow  money  on  the  produce. 
If  the  Bill,  however,  had  the  effect  of 
stopping  altogether  the  application  of 
British  capital  to  the  cultivation  of  foreign 
colonies,  it  would  be  an  object  highly  de« 
•irable.  ^ 
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The  Earl  of  Morton  opposed  the  Bitl,  %m 
laying  down  bad  principles,  which  it  did 
not  venture  to  carry  into  practice. 

Lord    Etioiborottgh    remariud    oo     the 
savage  character  of  the  Bill.    A  msm  wiio 
had  negroes  in  Jamaica  and  St.  Thomas'^ 
and  who  transferred  one  of  them  from  one 
island  to  another  would  be  liable   to  lie 
transported.    The  Bill  was  an  emanation 
of   that  fanatical   irregularity  of    miod, 
which  would  render  that  excellent   mea- 
sure, the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Tradc^ 
odious  in  the  West  India  Islands.     When 
such  a  sweeping  measure  of  legialatioa 
was    proposed  against   any  Act    which 
might  keep  alive  the  Slave  Trade,  it  might 
not  be  improper  to  provide  against  abases 
of  the  Charter  of  the  Sierra  Leone  Com- 
pany, which  had  been  rumoured  .tp  exist. 
His  lordship  alluded  to  certain   reports 
which  were  in  circnlation  respecting  a 
member  or  members  of  the  Sierra  Leoae 
Company,  and  expressed  his  hope  that  it 
was  not  correct  that  any  of  the  Baembers 
of  that  Company  had  attempted  to  co«n> 
teract  the  purpoaes  of  the  abolition,  con- 
trary to  the  professed  objects  of  the  ioati- 
tution. 

The  Earl  of  RMtfyn  supported  the  Bill, 
and  said,  that  if  the  noble  and  learned  lord 
had  read  the  answers  to  the  reports  to 
which  he  had  alluded,  he  would  have  been 
fully  convinced  that  the  charges  were  on- 
founded. 

Lord  BUkidorougk,  in  explanation,  said, 
that  he  had  not  asserted  that  the  ramours 
were  true,  but  only  that  they  were  in 
circulation. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  admitted  that  the 
Bill  was  drawn  up  in  a  slovenly  manner; 
but  he  thought  the  olyect  of  it  was  goM, 
especially  as  far  as  it  prevented  the  appli- 
cation of  British  capital  to  the  cnltifatioa 
of  foreign  coloniea.  It  would  be  an  in- 
justice to  our  colonies,  where  the  Slave 
Trade  was  abolished,  to  allow  British 
capital  to  be  applied  to  the  cultivation  of 
colonies  where  the  Slave  Trade  existed. 
Persons  who  had  vested  property  in  foreign 
colonies,  had  done  it  at  their  peril ;  and 
in  the  case  of  the  French  colonies  which 
were  in  our  hands,  warning  had  been 
given,  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  this 
coontrjr  to  retain  tbem>  by  the  prohibitioa 
on  the  importation  of  their  produce. 

The  Honse  then  divided : 
For  the  Report    9;  Proxies  10  .••  19 
Against  it  .••.••  12;  Proxies  12  —  24 
Mijority oi 

The  Bill  was  coosaqnoatly  lost. 
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HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Friday,  June  30« 

DUKB  OP  CuMBlRLAWD't  ESTABLISH- 
MENT BiLU]  The  Cbaocellor  of  the  £<• 
chequer  presented  a  Bill  '*  to  enable  his 
Majesty  to  make  prorision  for  the  Esta- 
blishment of  their  rovftl  highnesses  the 
I>ake  nod  Duchess  of  Caml^rland ;  and 
also  to  settle  an  annuity  on  her  Royal 
Highness  during  the  time  of  her  natural 
life,  to  commence  from  the  decease  of  his 
said  Royal  Highness,  in  case  her  said 
Royal  Highness  shall  surTife  him/'  On 
the  motion,  that  the  Bill  be  now  read  a 
first  time. 

Lord  JrckUkUd  Hamilten  rose.    In  de- 
ItTering  his  sentiments  to  the  House  on 
the  Tery  extraordinary  grant  which  was 
now  proposed  to  them,  he  desired  first  to 
repel  tho  charge  that  had  been  made  on 
the  other  side,  that  the  opposition  which 
hon.  members  on  his  side  had  expressed  to 
this  measure  was  merely  of  a  personal 
nature.    That   Opposition,  he  was  con« 
▼inced,  arose  not  only  from  the  subject  of 
the  grant  luielf,  but  frojn  the  manner  in 
iwhich  it  had  been  brought  before  them ; 
for  what,  he  would  ask,  were  the  circum- 
stances, under  which  the  House  were  now 
called  upon  to  vote  an  additional  income 
to  the  duke  of  Cumbdrland  ?  There  had 
been  no  previous  congratulation  on  his 
Royal  Highnesses  marriage;  and  he  felt 
'  persuaded,  that  no  part  of  the  country  re- 
garded it  as  an  auspicious  or  desirable 
occurrence— [Hear,  hear  !]•    A  question 
had  been  put  last  night  to  the  noble  lord 
opposite,  whether  tbo  parties  would  be 
received  at  Court :  but  the  noble  lord  had 
not  only  refused  to  answer  that  question, 
but  had  even  reprobated  the  conduct  of 
his  right  hon.  friend,  who  had  so  properly 
put  it    What  opposition,  therefore,  could 
be  of  a  more  public  nature,  when  it  re^ 
mained  uncontradicted  that  Her  Majesty 
had   intimated    a  determination   not   to 
receive  the  wife  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland 
at  Court  i    If  there  existed  any  blame  in 
the  aghtation  of  this  question ;    if  there 
was  any  appearance  of  slander  on  the 
royal  persons  who  were  interested  in  it,  the 
whole  of  that  blame  and  that  slander  came 
from  the  other  side  of  the  House— '[Hear, 
hear !].  His  Majesty's  ministers  seemed  to 
conceive,  that  the  House  were  bound  im- 
mediately to  increase  the  allowance  of 
those  persons,  without  any  previous  con- 
sideration of  their  conduct :  but  he  trusted 
that  honourable  members  would  not  forget 


the  duty  which  they  owed  both  to  the 
.country  and  to  themselves.  Some  gen- 
tlemen had  attempted  to  compare  the 
marriaffe  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland  with 
that  of  his  royal  highness  the  duke  of 
York;  but  it  was  a  totally  different  case. 
On  the  latter  event,  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment had  ofiered  their  congratulations  ; 
but  the  public  ministers  would  not  venture 
to  propose  such  a  measure  on  the  present 
occasion.  They  would  not  even  say,  that 
the  noble  duke  was  to  be  •  permitted  to 
reside  in  this  country.  For  his  part,  he 
did  not  think  it  likely  that  his  Royal 
Highness  would  reside  here ;  and,  indeed, 
there  had  been  a  kind  of  official  intimation, 
that  he  was  expected  to  live  abroad.  If,; 
therefore,  he  was  to  reside  out  of  the  coun- 
try, his  present  income  was  quite  sufficient, 
and  under  these  circuoutances  he  should 
certainly  oppose  the  Bill  in  all  its  stages 
—[Hear,  hear!]. 

Mr.  BurreU  said,  he  had  not  heard  a 
single  argument  in  favour  of  the  grant, 
but  many  good  reasons  against  it.  Most 
uniavourable  rumours  existed  respecting 
the  conduct  of  both  parties,  and  no  attempt 
had  been  made  to  remove  them.  For  these 
reasons;  therefore,  he  should  move  an 
amendment,  **  That  the  Bill  be  read  a 
first  Ume  on  that  day  three  months." 

Mr.  Dott^^  spoke  in  favour  of  the  mea- 
sure. The  consent  of  the  Crown  had,  it 
appeared,  been  regularly  obtained  for  this 
marriage,  and  it  would,  he  thought,  be 
doing  a  great  wrong  to  the  duke  of  Cum- 
berland to  exclude  his  Royal  Htghnem 
from  that  consideration  which  had  been 
usually  granted,  which  indeed  could  not 
be  consistently  refosed,  to  the  other 
branches  of  the  Royal  family.  As  to  the 
rumours  which  had  gone  abroad  tipon  this 
subject,  they  were  said  to  be  uncontra- 
dicted, but  that  was  perhaps  because  they 
were  not  thought  worthy  of  contradiction; 
and  if  they  were  not  encountered,  it  was 
only  because  they  did  not  appear  in  a 
tangible  shape,  upon  the  whole  he  could 
not  see  why  the  duke  of  Cumberland 
should  not,  as  well  as  the  other  branches 
of  the  Royal  family,  be  enabled  to  main- 
tain the  splendour  of  his  rank,  or  that  any 
attention  should  be  paid  to  rumours,  upon 
the  meriu  of  which  it  was  impossible  for 
that  House  to  form  a  judgment. 

Mr.  WUbraham  Bootie  said,  that  he  was 
anxious  to  explain  the  grounds  upoi^ 
which  he  had  voted,  aud  meant  still  to 
vote  against  the  measure  before  the 
Honse^  bocaoao  he  should  be  sqrry  if  tuck 
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votes  cool^  be  mippotied  Co* proceed  from 
any  waot  of  doe  respect  or  tolicitodei  for 
Ihe  inlerett  end  digoity  of  the  Reyd 
family.  He  would  not  eater  into  the 
BBeriu  of  the  duke  of  Cuoiberlttid ;  but, 
considering  Ihis  as  the  only  opportonity 
ihe  Hoase  woeld  have  of  expressiag  its 
•eotiments  epoB  ihe  sabject  of  ihis  mar* 
riage,  he  feh  hissself  called  opoo,  in  this 
instance*  to  state  his  opinion  npon  it» 
Upon  such  an  erent  ii  was  usual  to  apply 
lo  the  House  for  a  vote  of  congratulation  ; 
but  thai  Gosloni  was  deviated  from  on  this 
occasion,  and  that  deviation  betrayed 
something  of  which  he  could  not  approve. 
Such  a  deviation,  indeed^  warranted  a  sus* 
picion  that  those  even  who  supported  ihis 
Bill  did  not  think  ihe  marriage  worthy  of 
approbatioUi^Heart  hear!].  This  mar» 
riage,  in  fact,  took  place  in  privacy.  It 
was  not  mentioned  in  the  GaBette«-4i  had 
not  even  the  ordinary  publicity  of  a  mar- 
riage between  private  individuals,  for  it 
was  not  stated  in  the  newspapersi  It 
uras  said  to  have  taken  place  in  May  last ; 
but  that  was  not  known  until  it  was  stated 
in  thai  House  upon  bringing  forward  this 
measure.  There  could  not,  it  appeared, 
be  any  doubt  of  the  fact,  that  ihe  female 
part  of  the  Royal  family  disapproved  of 
this  diarriage;  and  that  disapprobation 
formed  a  strong  argument  -  against  the 
present  Bill.  But  if,  under  all  the  cir^ 
cnmstances,  such  a  Bill  were  adopted, 
and  such  a  marriage  sanctioned,  where, 
be  would  ask,  was  the  House  to  draw  a 
line  upon  any  marriage  contracted  by 
n  member  of  the  Royal  family,  however 
improper  that  marriage  might  be  f  He 
did  not  wish  to  draw  any  invidious  com- 
parisons, but  he  confessed  that  he  heard 
with  satisfaction  the  suggisstion  of  ihe 
hon.  member  for  Bristol,  as  to  the  pro* 
priety  of  granting  some  reward  to  the 
Commander-in-chief--'[Hear,  hear!  on 
ihe  Ministerial  side].  As  Parlisment  had 
acted  so  liberally  and  so  justly  towards 
ihe  duke  of  Wellington  for  conducting 
our  brave  army  to  such  glorious  triumphs, 
sorely  some  consideration  was  doe  to  the 
merit  of  him  under  whose  care  that  ahny 
was  formed  for  great  achievementSi«—[  Hear, 
hear!]  The  duke  of  York  had,  for  a 
series  of  years,  been  training  our  army  | 
and  such  was  his  skill  and  firmness,  such 
bis  candour  and  good»natdre,  as  to  de- 
serve general  approbation.  It  was  a  fact, 
indeed,  that  this  illustrious  person  hwi  not, 
throughout,  his  command,  been  engaged 
in  any  dispute  with  a  single  officer,  one 
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only  ezcepied,  who  was  latelj^  a  meobtr 
of  that  House — [hear,  bear!],  bQtwk) 
had  lately  found  it  convenieflttbrQptlyi^ 
quit  ihe  country  (Mr.  Cochrme  iik 
stone)  ;  yet  the  duke  of  York  bad  for  nd 
eminent  serriees  received  oaly  SO00(.i 
year,  which  was  not  mors  than  tbeulirj 
of  an  Under  Secretary  of  Stite.  i 
trusted,   therefore,  that  some  idditioli 

E'ovision  would  be  made  for  bis  m 
ghness  the  Commaader*io-chi«f. 
Lurd  CmMtkrcagk  coald  not  beip  m 
plaining  of  the  conduct  of  bit  koii.  M 
in  stating  lib  ihe  House,  ^st  the  narra^ 
of  the  duke  of  Cnn^berland  bad  beeoce^ 
ducted  with  privacy.  The  fact  wu,  ul 
ihe  Prince  Regent  had  exprenly  licdd 
in  his  Message  to  the  House,  tks  tU 
marriage  took  place  under  the  prerie^ 
eanction  of  ihe  Oown ;  it  was  i  iurni§i 
solemnised  at  Berlm,  in  preicoct  d 
several  members  of  the  fsmiljr  of  i^ 
duke  of  Mecklenburgh  StreKis,  lod  tU 
rapreaentative  of  the  Brtush  Cesrt;  ai 
as  to  ihe  noii*appearance  of  tbe  oam« 
in  the  Oaaette,  thiat  was  svisg  ine'v^j| 
a  casual  omission^  In  regird  to  vbsi  li 
hon.  member  had  mentioned  leipecu^ 
ihe  merits  of  his  royal  bighBenthe 
of  York,  no  man  could  benored 
impressed  than  himself  with  a  dueieoM 
bf  his  Royal  Highnesses  moit  m^ 
services  ;  and  he  was  sure  that  tbe  orai«] 
would  acknowledge^  that  modi  of  i^ 
glory  we  had  lately  attained,  rv  (^^  ^ 
ascribed  to  hia  Royal  Highnen;  bttbt 
lamented  exceedingly,  when  t  ^f^ 
respecHngone  branch  of  tbe  Mboii! 
was  before  the  House,  that  ibe  !>« 
member  should  have  digressed  in»»[* 
sideration  of  the  mcriu  of  snotberbiasfl 
As  to  the  marriage  of  the  duke  of  i^ 
berland,  he  repeated,  that  it  *»  f 
solemnised  in  privscy,  and  tbst  tbe  k^' 
tionnow  proposed  to  be  n'^^^^'^^J^ 
come  was  necessary  for  tbe  »»PP*'['Jj 
rank  and  dignity.  Thus  much  heihe^ 
it  necessary  to  say,  in  reply  to  »>«  ^^ 
friend  who  spokfs  last,  because  be  w«b^ 
to  satisfy  his  mind,  being  fully  ^'^ 
of  the  purity  of  his  motires*  .  ^ 
Mr.  WkH^rtad  began  by  ^^!^f'Z 
the  latter  part  of  the  speech  of  tue 
member  on  ihe  other  side  of  tbe 
was  totally  irrelevant  to  the  nw«»oD  wjj 
consideraUon.  No  one,  bo**^*^'  -jib 
mitied,  could  review  tbe  ^^^  «^*"% 
out  giving  due  praise  to  the  Co©""  j 
inchief,  who  had  placed  ^J^^^^ 
a  state  of  efficiency  as  to  icbiere  uib 
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brilliant  ezploita — [Hear»  hear !]  ;  anil  ia 
adverting  to  those  events*  be  could  not 
avoid  saying,  that  he  was  sorry  to  see 
lord  Welliogton,  in  bis  recent  general 
order*  applying  such  epithets  to  his  oppQ« 
nent*  who  bad*  according  to  ihat  gallant 
officer's  own  acknowledgment^  so  ably 
contended  against  him  but  a  few  days  be- 
fore, as  to  render  the  result  of  the  contest 
doubtful.  Would  it  not»  then«  b&ve  been 
more  becoming  in  a  great  oonqocror  to 
have  spared  such  language  ?  But  to  revert 
to  the  duke  of  York  ;  wbenover  the  dis- 
tinct merits  of  that  prince  should,  be 
brought  before  the  House,  he  should  be 
ready  to  state  hiS' opinion  upon  the  sub- 
ject. With  respect  to  the  question  before 
the  House,  he  had  already  marked  his 
sen ti meats  by  bis  vote,  and  he  now  felt  it 
his  duty  to  speak  against  it,  for  he  could 
not  think  the  case  under  discussion  sucb  as 
to  deserve  the  liberality  of  Parliament. 
Some  gentlemen  seemed  to  think,  that 
under  the  Marriage  Act^wbich  was  most 
galling  to  the  Royal  family,  and  was  not 
productive  of  any  good  effect  whatever*- 
the  House  were  bound,  the  Croinn  having 
sanctioned  the  marriage  of  one  of  thsi 
Royal  family,  to  make  provition  tot  the. 
parties*  This,  however,  was  a  case  is 
which  the  principle  did  not  apply,. siacei 
an  illustrious  personage  bad  declared  her 
decided  disapprebatton  of  the  marriage. 
The  fact  had  been  stated— and,  as  it  was 
not  contradicted,  he  must  presume  that  it 
was  true.  In  and  out  of  that  House  ihei« 
was  but  one  opioion  respecting  the  pror 
posed  grant*  No  sufficient  grounds  had 
been  laid  for  voting  it,  while  very  suffi- 
cient grounds  existed  for  rejecting  it, 
and  therefore  he  should  conceive  himself 
acting  most  unwarrantably,  if  be  gave  it 
bis  assent. 

Mr.  Hmmmtnkjf  said,  be  should  aopport 
the  vote,  because  he  thought  it  rested  on 
the  strictest  parliainentary  grounds,  and 
that  no  parliamentary  ground  had  been 
alleged  against  it.  He  apprehended  the 
Cvown  had  made  a  bargain  with  that 
House  to  have  its  own  dignity  and  splen-^ 
door  properly  supported ;  and  the  ques* 
tion  was,  whether  they  ought  not  to  grant 
some  provision  upon  the  marriage  of  one 
of  the  branches  of  the  Royal  family  ?  if 
so,  it  ceold  not  be  denied  that  the  prcfbent 
was  a  moderate  demand.  With  respect 
to  the  personal  allusions  which  bad  been 
made,  he  should  be  ashamed  to  repeat 
such  scandalous  and  calonuiions  aocnsa* 
tiens,  upon  such  slight  grausda  as  those 
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on  which  they  rested.  He  had  taken  the 
pains  to  inquire  into  thosu  reports,  and  he 
had  never  heaid  any  satisfactory  reason 
for  the  aspeiUons  that  had  been  cast  upon 
the  duke  of  Cumberland.  He  would  even 
ask  the  hon*  gentlemen  who  had  indulged 
in  them,  whether  the  nature  of  the  in^^* 
mation  which  they  received  was  sufficient 
to  justify  the  attempt  to  degrade  that 
illustrious,  individual  in  the  estimation  of 
the  country  ?— .[Hear,  hear !]  Aright  hon« 
gentleasan,  of  whom  he  wished  to  speak 
with  every  poasiUe  respect,  had  asked  a 
question  oF  th»  noble  lord,  which  b« 
knew  could  not  be  answered,  and  then 
grounded  an  argument  upon  that  denial. 
In  his  opinion,  if  the  noble  lord  had  given 
an  answer  to  it,  he  would  have  deserved 
to  be  bsnlsbed  from  his  Majesty's  coun« 
cils  for  ever. 

Mr.  Hmmr  wished  to  say  one  WQrd.io' 
consequence. of  what  had  fallen  fnom  the 
hon.  member.  The  question  which  he. 
had  taken  the  liberty  of  asking,  he  then 
thought,  and  still  considered*  a  proper  one* 
The  House  of  Commons  was  caJled  upon 
to  grant  a  certain  sum  of  money  to  sop«» 
port  the  dignity  and  character  of  a  branch 
of  the  Royal  family*  and  the  only  object 
of  such  a  grant  must  have  had  a  refisrenoe 
to  thi^  country  ;  but  he  happened  to  hear# 
that  a  certain  illustrious  personage  had 
declared  she  never  would  sufier  the  lady 
to  appear  at  Court,  and  he  questioned  the 
noUe  lord  as  to  the  accuracy  of  that  fact* 
It  was  a,  queation  which,  under  all  the 
cincumstanoes  of  the  case,  he  was  justified 
in  asking;  and  as  the  noble  lord  thought 
proper  to  refuse  any  answer,  he  was  war*- 
ranted  in  drawing  the  conclusion,  that, 
for  some  reasons  which  he.  should  not  pre* 
sume  to  guess  at,  the  duke  of  Cumberland 
had  married  a  lady  whom  the  Quern 
would  not  receive.  The  more  he  thought 
of  this  matter,  the  more  he  was  convinced 
that  the  House  ought  not  to  agree  to  this 
grant,  and  therefore  he  was  the  more 
determined  to  opp<^e  it  in  every  stage. 

Mr.  Mdhwn  contended,  that  the  House 
ought  to  show,  by  its  vote  that  night,  that 
it  was  not  inattentive  to  the  morals  of  the 
country,  and  therefore  he  should  oppose 
the  grant ;  not  from  the  slightest  personal 
motives,  but  merely  in  the  conscientious 
discharge  of  what  he  conceived  to  be  his 
duty. 

The  House  then  divided,  when  the 
numbers  were. 

For  the  first  reading  of  the  Bill     100 

Against  it    • •..••      B2, 

Majority  itttitM»fi»tf«M>M«      <^t 
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Abercrombie,  hon.  J. 
Aubrey,  sir  J. 
Aclana,  sir  T. 
Atkins,  John 
Baring,  A. 
Bankes,  H. 
Brand,  hon.  T. 
Barhain,  J.  F. 
Barnard,  viscount 
Bennet,  hon.  U.  G. 
Burrell,  sir  C. 
Burrell,  hon.  P. 
Butterworth,  Jos. 

Baillie, 

Calvert,  C. 
Calvert,  N. 
Cavendish,  lord  G. 
Caf^ndish,  hon.  H. 
Campbell,  D. 
Campbell,  hon.  J. 
Calcraft,  J. 
Courtenay,  W. 
Duncannon,  ^scount 
Dundas,  hon.  L. 
Davenport,  D. 
Dowdswell,  J. 
Fawcett,  H. 
Fmlay,  K. 
Fazakerley,  J.  N. 
Fergusson,  sir  R. 
Fitzroy,  lord  J. 
Frankland,  W. 
Fitzgerald,  rt.  hon.  M. 
Farquhar,  J. 
Gordon.  R. 
Grcnfell,  P. 
Gooch,  T.  S. 
Hughes,  W.  L. 
Horner,  F. 
Howorth,  H. 
JoUiffe,  H. 
Kemp,  Thomas 
Keene,  W. 
Knatchbull,  sir  £. 
Latouche,  Robt. 
Lemon,  sir  W. 
Lewis,  F. 


Lyttleton,  hon.  W. 
Lloyd,  sir  Edw. 
Maitland,  £.  F. 
Maodonald,  J. 
Mackintosh,  sir  J. 
Martin,  J. 
Milb,  Charles 
Moore,  P. 

Mostyn,  sir  Thomas 
Methuen,  P.  C. 
Monday,  £.  M. 
Neville,  hon.  R. 
North,  D. 
Nugent,  lord 
Ossulston,  lord 
Onslow,  Arthur 
Pamell,  sir  H. 
Peirse,  Henry 
Piggott,  sir  A. 
Poulett,  hon.  W.  V. 
Protheroe,  E. 
Preston,  Richard 
Pelham,  hon.  C. 
Russell,  R.  G. 
Russell,  lord  J. 
Rowley,  sir  Wm. 
{lobinson,  G.  A. 
Ramsden,  J.  C. 
Smith,  Wm. 
Smith,  R. 
Shakespear,  A. 
Sebright,  sir  John 
Swann,  H. 
Shaw,  B. 
Tremayne,  J.  H. 
Tierney,  rt.  hon.  G. 
Tavistock,  marquis 
Warre,  J.  A. 
Whitbread,  Samuel 
Western,  C.  C. 
Wilbraham,  E.  B. 
Wynn,  sir  W. 
Wynn,  C. 
Williams,  sir  R. 

TELLERS. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton 
Walter  Burrell. 


Briad  Assize  Repeal  Bill.]  Mr. 
F.  Lewii  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  House  going  into  a  committee  on  ihe 
Bread  Assize  Repeal  Bill. 

Mr.  Calcrafi  wished  to  know,  whether 
It  was  the  intention  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
to  press  this  Bill  during  the  present 
session  ? 

Mr.  Frankland  Lewis  said,  he  would  be 
guided  by  the  wishes  of  the  House.  His 
own  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the 
measure,  however,  induced  *hjm  to  think 
it  was  highly  expedient  it  should  be  car- 
ried without  delay.  If  it  was  postponed, 
ht  hoped  gentlemea  would  really  pay 


attention  to  the  subject,  and  not  have  tbe 
Bill  delayed  merely  pro  /brmd^ 

Mr.  Ro9e  said,  bis  mind  was  made  op 
on  this  subject ;  and  if  any  assistance  cl 
his  was  necessary  to  carry  the  BiJ 
throQgb,  he  would  most  readily  give  iL 
It  appeared  to  him,  from  every  view  ot' 
this  question,  that  the  assize  of  bre8d 
ought  not  to  be  continued  in  Londoo. 
and  this  opinion  he  adopted,  because  be 
was  satisfied  that  the  returns  of  tbe  price' 
of  floor,  upon  which  the  assize  was  fixed, 
were  invariably  false.  He  thoagbt  difie* 
rently  with  respect  to  the  country ;  how- 
ever, in  the  country,  the  real  price  of 
flour  could  be  obtained.  If  the  power  of 
setting  tbe  assize  was  not  had  recoorse  to, 
he  thought  it  would  be  a  great  adviouge 
that  the  power  should  be  Tested  in  ib% 
country  magistrates. 

The  ChaneeUor  qf  iht  Ex^eqmer,  nndr 
ail  the  views  which  he  bad  taken  of  tbs 
question,  recommended  to  the  bon.  gee- 
tieroan  not  to  posh  tbe  Bill  beyond  a  sta^ 
in  which  it  could  be  properly  considered 
during  the  present  session.  He  bad  m 
doubt,  when  the  Bill  was  passed,  that  it 
would  be  productive  of  the  most  bene- 
ficial efibcts  to  the  pubUc;  yet,  as  ai! 
sudden  alterations  were  impolitic,  bs 
thought  tbe  postponement  of  tbe  measure 
to  a  future  period  would  tend  to  remoTt 
those  objections  which,  upon  a  first  view 
of  it,  were  likely  to  arise* 

Mr.  Watcmmd,  he  should  feel  extreme 
regret  if  the  progress  of  this  Bill  was  de- 
layed, from  a  conviction  that  tbe  pubUc 
bad  been  considerable  soflTerers,  and  still 
continued  to  be  suifbrers,  ander  the  As»2§ 
laws.  He  thought  the  evidence  which 
l)ad  been  submitted  to  the  Gommitte«» 
from  whence  this  Bill  had  emanated,  af- 
forded the  strongest  grounds  for  trjiag 
the  experiment  of  abandoning  the  asise 
altogether. 

Mr.  Alderman  C.  Smith  thooght  ti<e 
passing- of  tbe  Bill  would  be  a  relief  :d 
tbe  bakers,  and  that  there  never  coold  b: 
a  more  favourable  time  than  the  present 
when  corn  was  so  low,  for  making  li^ 
experiment* 

Mr.  Alderman  Aikinu  did  not  object .: 
trying  an  experiment,  but  coald  not  agnt 
to  parting  wholly  with  the  assize.  iH 
wished  to  see  a  fair  principle  of  averifv 
fixed  upon.  He  was  aware  that,  respttt- 
ing  the  assize,  there  was  much  prejod'ict 
against  his  opinions,  which,  though  ^ 
firmly  believed  in  them,  he  was  not  ^ 
I  presumptuous  as. to  expect  every  one  u 
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sgree  to.  If  ihit  Bill  ptiMd»  ibera  wonM 
be  no  Mlhority  left  to  say  aoy  thing  as 
to  the  priee  of  bread  on  the  part  oftbe 
public* 

General  Thornton  and  Mr.  Preston  were 
in  favoor  of  the  Bill.  The  Bill  was  com* 
mitfcedi  and  read  a  first  and  second  time* 

Mr*  Alderman  dUtmi  soggested  that 
the  magistrate  should  retain  his  power* 
to  exercise  it  in  soch  cases  as  he  shuold 
think  fit. 

Mr,  F,  Lewii  objected  to  this,  as  being 
contrary  to  the  ol:ject  of  the  measare. 

Mr.  Alderman  Aikiiu  then  proposed  as 
nn  amendment,  that  the  Act  should  only 
contiune  for  one  year  fi'om  the  passing  of 
the  Act. 

The  (AameeUar  cf  ike  Exchejuer  hoped 
the  hon  alderman  would  not  press  his 
amendment  in  the  present  state  of  the 
House,  there  being  but  ?ery  few  members 
present. 

After  a  desultory  conversation,  in  which 
alderman  C.  Smith  and  Mr.  Western  took 
part,  alderman  Atkins  said  he  should  not 
press  his  amendment  then.  He  then 
proposed  a  clause  to  allow  bakers  to  make 
bread  of  any  weight,  without  binding 
them  to  a  specific  quantity  in  the  siae  of 
the  loaf,  bat  merely  to  sell  it  at  a  certain 
price  per  pound.  This  clause  was  re- 
jected, and  Mr.  F.  Lewis  proposed  a 
clause  for  the  continuance  of  the  present 
aiflse  in  the  quartern  loaves^  &c«  which 
Was  received  and  agreed  to.  The  clause 
respecting  distance,  for  the  operation  of 
the  Bill,  was  filled  up  with  the  words 
'<  within  ten  miles/'  The  other  clauses 
were  agreed  to,  with  some  slight  amei^d* 
snents.  The  Report  was  then  brought 
op,  and  ordered  for  further  consideration 
on  Tuesday. 


fiousE  6f  lords. 

MoiuU^,  July  5. 

Thames  Bathing  Bill.]  Lord  Sid- 
mouth  presented  certain  petitions  against 
this  Bill,  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.    On  the  committal  of  the  Bill, 

Lord  Sidtwuik  adverted  to  what  had 
passed  elsewhere  upon  the  subject  of  this 
Bill,  and^  after  estpressing  his  disinclination 
to  press  any  proposition  likely  to  be  re- 
jected in  the  other  House,  observed,  that 
several  representations  had  been  made  to 
him  by  respectable  individuals  resident 
on  the  blinks  of  the  Thame«»  as  well  as  hy 
watermen  and  others,  with  regard  to  in- 
decent exhibitions  on  the  river«and  meved 
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a  clause  to  prohibit  bathing  from  sevea 
o'clock  in  the  morning  until  son-set, 
within  a  certaia  distance  of  any  public 
stairs,  or  openings  to  streets. 

The  clause  was  agreed  to.  The  House 
reikumed,  and  the  Report  was  ordered  to 
be  brought  up  to-morrew. 


HOUSE   OP  COMMONS. 

Mandojf,  Jufy  5. 

U>rd  Cochrane  appeared  at  the  bao 
and  on  the  Speaker's  asking  if  there  were 
any  members  to  be  sworn,  his  lordship 
ad  vanced  towards  the  table.  The  Speakec 
said,  the  hon.  member  must  be  introduced 
bv  two  members,  on  which  sir  Henry 
Montgomery  and  Mr.  Teed  placed  them^ 
selves  on  each  side  of  him,  and  walked  up 
to  the  table,  when  his  lordship  took  the 
oaths,  and  afterwards  his  seat. 

ThB    l)t2KB    or     CuMBaaUMD^S    ESTA^' 

BLisuMBNT  Bi  Lu]  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  moved  the  second  reading  of 
the  dulce  of  Cumberland's  Establishment 
Bill. 

Mr.  Western  said,  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  detain  the  House  by  adverting  to 
those  topics  which  had  been  brought  for- 
ward in  the  previous  stages  of  this  BilU 
and  still  less  did  be  intend  to  advert  to 
th/[>se  considerations  which  were  of  a  inore 
personal  nature;  nor  did  he  mean  to  avail 
himself  of  that  opportunity  to  draw,  what 
he  must  regard  as  invidious,  a  comparison 
between  the  Royal  Duke  who  was  imme- 
diately under  the  consideration  of  the 
House,  and  another  illustrious  Personage  f 
but  he  rose  principally  to  express  his 
surprise  that  the  right  hon.  geatlemaa 
should  persist  in  pressing  the  measure  te 
a  conclusion— [Hear,  bear!]  The  ma- 
jority on  the  first  night  even  was  ex* 
tremely  small ;  but  when  he  saw  that  since 
that  time  it  had  decreased  from  17  to  12^ 
and  then  from  12  to  8,  he  could  not  com- 
prehend upon  what  principle  the  righa* 
hon.  gentleman  was  determined  to  per- 
severe. He  hoped,  however,  the  division 
of  that  night  would  convince  him,  that  the 
House  was  composed  of  better  tempered 
metal,  than  to  permit  him  to  carry  for^ 
ward  any  further  a  measure  which  had 
been  so  severely  criticised,  and  so  very 
generally  disapproved,  in  the  strongest 
terms  that  could  well  be  expressed,  see«r 
ing  that  it  was  a  subject  which  every  one 
considered  as  of  a  most  delicate  nature^ 
No  communicatioa  had  been  made  to  the 

(3Z) 
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Hooie  by  way  of  tikiBg  |ti  approbatiea. 
Notbiog  bad  appeared  tbat  showed  the 
*  aJliaa^e^wat  either  boooorable  or  advan- 
tageoDs  to  the  Royal  family  or  to  the 
country ;  and  if  the  House  bad  any  dis- 
cretion belonging  to  it,  they  ought  to  ose 
that  discretion,  by  refnsing  to  grant  so 
much  money  out  of  the  pockets  of  their 
constitoeots,  fcr  the  pnrpose  of  gitinff  ad- 
ditional splendour  to  a  connexion  which, 
according  to  all  accounts,  was  far  from 
beinff  desirable.  For  these  reasons  he 
should  moTe  as  an  amendment  to  the  mo* 
tion,  that  instead  of  "  now/'  "  the  Bill  be 
read  a  second  time  this  day  six  months/' 

Sir  if.  MciUgoimerj  said,  that  when  the 
present  Bill  was  first  brought  into  the 
House,  he  Toted  for  it  because  he  thought 
the  proposed  sum  was  no  more  than  what 
wai(  necessary;  but  from  what  he  bad 
heard  since,  he  almost  fancied  he  had  done 
something  Tery  wrong.  In  all  the  inqui- 
ries, however,  which  he  had  made  upon 
the  subject,  he  found  nothing  but  loose 
assertions ;  no  person  knew  or  could  state 
any  ovime  of  which  his  Royal  Highness 
had  been  guilty.  In  the  present  case  he 
really  saw  nothing  which  would  warrant 
the  House  in  putting  such  a  stigma  upon 
bis  Royal  {ligbness  as  would  be  conTeyed 
bj  rehising  the  grant.  As  to  the  assent 
of  Her  Majesty,  with  respect  to  the  mar- 
riage, he  thought  it  was  of  very  little 
consequence  to  that  House.  As  one  of 
the  Kind's  sons,  he  thought  the  duke  of 
of  Cumberland  ought  to  have  a  provision 
made  for  him,  on  bis  marriage ;  and  he 
was  of  opinion  that  those  in  particular 
who  bad  so  lately  voted  one  million  and 
upwards  for  paying  the  debu  of  the 
Empress  Catharine,  would  with  an  ill 
grace  refuse  to  sanction  the  grant  of  so 
small  a  sum  to  support  the  rank  and 
dignity  of  one  of  the  sons  of  the  Sovereign. 
He  should  therefore  vote  in  favour  of  the 
motion. 

Mr.  W.  Dundas  observed,  in  reply  to 
what  had  fallen  from  an  hon.  gentleman, 
tbat  if  the  proposition  were  to  be  with- 
drawn because  of  the  small  majorities 
which  had  been  obtained,  it  would  be  de- 
claring that  the  minority  was  to  dictate  in 
that  House,  and  that  the  majority  did  not 
speak  the  sense  of  Parliament.  It  should 
be  remembered,  however,  that  very  im- 
portant questions  had  been  determined  by 
very  -slender  majorities.  As  to  the  point, 
whether  the  alliance  was  one  that  would 
be  advantageous  to  this  country,  be  ap- 
prehended that  was  not  a  necessary  con- 


sidaratioQ  for  that  House  to  enter  ig 
they  were  not  to  weigh  neb  tlliig 
merely  by  the  advantages  wbkb  tj 
produced.  He  believed,  indeed,  that^ 
our  illostrious  Sovereign  married,  so 
Cttliar  political  benefits  were  to  be  deri 
from  tbat  event.  The  duke  of  Cqai 
land  bad  married  with  the  consent  of 
Crowt^  and  so  far  it  was  a  legal  airri^ 
and  sorely  tbat  House  woold  not  h 
that  the  wife  of  one  of  the  Royal  iu 
should  be  in  a  state  of  dertitntioo,  i 
posing  her  to  survive  ber  heibaDd. 
that  ground  he  shonki  certainly  upf 
the  motion. 

Mr.  WiUmf&rct  confesied  that  Iheii 
in  which  he  considered  the  preseot  ^ 
tion,  had  a  refisrence  to  the  public  son 
of  the  country.  The  qoeition  viucku 
been  put  by  a  right  hon.  geotleouui  (II 
Tierney)  remained  unaoswered,  and  \bi 
must  therefore  believe,  tbat  tbecoooeii 
was  one  which  a  cerlaio  great  Pernor 
had  refused  to  sanction  witb  ber  approb 
tion.  He  could  not  think  tbat  a  sli^ 
or  an  unimportant  circamtuce— [iJei 
hear !]  He  most  say,  eH  <^  '^  '^ 
rious  rumours  which  wsieiflMt,respecl 
ing  the  person  with  whomtbatconnexu 
was  formed,  constituted  a  irag  m 
boration  of  the  report  tbat  tbat  p«w 
wouW  not  be  received  by  vbe  Q««i 
He  conceived  tbat  Parlisaient  was  call* 
upon  to  exercise  a  loond  discretiooapo 
the  subject  before  tbeni,aad  ifw«J«« 
ing  iu  opinion  any  pain  wwisfliM^w 
blame  was  attributable  to  ^^fJZ 
had  brought  the  measure  forwtfd-ltt^ 
hear!]  He  ceruinly  saw  w^^ 
for  the  grant  upon  the  ^"^j'Tt 
some  hon.  gentlemwi  had  ^'^\ 
was  quite  persuaded,  "St  it  i»  J 
should  ever  be  in  a  stais  of  widoj^ 
that  House  would  .always  be  dtfpw^ 

grant  such  an  allowance  si  would  «»^ 
Eerto  live  suitably  to  her  rank  «^^ 

nity.  He  trusted,  ^^^^^^!  ^!^ 
House  would  not  be  betrayed  into  J^ 
tion  and  approbation  of  ibst  "-"^ 
under  the  plea  of  providing  ag**^  ^ 
tingcncy  which  might  never  bapp^"_^ 
must  say,  that  out  of  regsrd  w  r 
morals,  they  ought  to  wUWioW  »»*  ^^ 


tion  tf  the  connexion  was 
Queen  had  refused   to  m^^';^ 
refusal  they  were  justified  in  ^^ 

about  the  approbation  ^y^rZig^it 
dual  of  the  Royal  family  ^'X  dd 
the  marriage  had  bcea  ^osnf^f  ^ 
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not  kaow  wiMt  qofesiiofi   might  tmt  be' 

^  asked  next.    The  question  wet  redeeed 

to  a  irery  narroir  cempess^  namely,  wbe- 

'  ther  aU  tbe  mewbers  of  the  Royal  family 

^  should  be  allowed  an  adequate  provision. 

The  Legislature  had  thodgbt  it  proper  to 

allow  each  of  them  ISflOOl.  a  year  wbtle 

^  unmarried.     How,  thehj  when  the  duke 

'  of  Cumberland  was  married,  could  the 

'  House  refuse  to  give  him  an  increased 

allowance  ?    He  was  actuated  by  no  part 
I  feeling  in  the  vote  he  should  give,  thou| 
it  might  be  thought  otherwise;  but  ne 
could  not  think  he  should  discharge  his 
daty  if  be  did  not  vote  for  the  Bill. 

Mr.  WMuhed  Keene  repeated  his  argu- 
menu  against  the  grant,  as  being  an  un- 
necessary incumbrance  on  the  pubUc* 

Mr.  rtoUteroe  feared  that  an  hon.  gen- 
tleman, who  had  deprecated  all  invidious 
comparisons  between  the  tranches  of  the 
Royal  family,  alluded  to  some  obseryations 
iivhich  had,  on  a  former  discussion,  been 
uttered  by  him.  If  so,  he  begged  leave 
to  statci  that  he  bad  not  indulged  in  any 
invidious  comparisons.  He  had  praised 
a  Royal  Duke,  bat  with  no  intention  of 
drawing  a  contrast.  All  he  said  was,  that 
if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  found 
an  overflow  in  the  Exchequer,  there  were 
debts  of  gratitude  which  ought  to  be  satis- 
fied. With  respect  to  the  preseni  ques- 
tion, he  did  not  think  it  necessary  that 
those  who  opposed  the  Bill  should  bring 
proofs  against  the  character  of  the  Royal 
Dttke.  It  was  competent  for  the  House 
to  exercise  their  discretion  without  such  a 
formality.  To  consent  io  the  Bill  would 
be  to  sacrifice  tbe  moral  character  of  the 
House,  which  was  of  such  high  estimation 
that  no  price  could  be  an  equivalent  for 
its  loss. 

Mr.  Preston  said  a  few  words,  which  we 
could  not  understand,  from  the  loud  cries 
of  *^  Question,''  which  continued  during 
tbe  whole  time  that  the  hon.  member  was 
speaking. 

Mr.  Bathuni  replied,  from  which  it  ap- 
peared that  the  observations  of  the  pre- 
ceding speaker  had  some  reference  to  the 
children  of  the  duchess  of  Cumberland 
by  her  former  husband,  and  the  provision 
for  them  by  the  king  of  Prussia. 

Mr.  B^mm  said,  that  nothing  should 
induce  him  to  go  out  of  the  House  without 
giving  publicly  a  decided  opposition  to 
this  measure,  bec^iuse  he  honoured  the 
people,  and  he  honoured  alio  that  House ; 
and  the  surest  way  to  make  the  people  also 
honour  tl^  Hooso  would  be  to  rejeot  this 
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Bill,  and  every  aseaser^  of  a  similar  ten- 
dency. He  was  one  of  those  members 
who  generally  supported  miaisterf^  and 
would  continue  to  do  so  on  every  proper 
occasion ;  but  if  the  House  passed  such  a 
Bill  as  this,  it  would  heap  odium  on  its 
head,  and  he  should  even  be  ashamed  to 
content  himself  with  giving  a  silent  vote 
against  it.  Tbe  House  would  suffer  de- 
servedly in  tbe  opinion  of  the  countty, 
should  they  grant  this  unnecessary  adm- 
tion  to  an  allowance  already  sufficient. 
He  was  sore  that  it  would  do  more  barm 
than  any  thing,  of  the  like  natare  ever 
did. 

Mr.  Hpbne  Smmier  said*  he  had  come 
up  from  the  coontry  on  purpose  to  give 
bis  pttbKc  diaappreaation  of  this  measure. 
He  thought  with  the  hon.  gemteasan  who 
was  lately  the  member  ibr  Yorkshire  (Mr. 
Wilberforce),  that  the  House  had  been 
placed  in  a  very  disagreeable  predica- 
ment.. It  had  been  said  by  one  hon. 
member,  that  the  marriage  had  received 
tbe  approbation  of  the  Prince  Regent; 
bat  no  notification  of  that  fact  had  beeii 
given  to  tbe  House;  and  in  bis  opinion, 
ministers  had  much  to  answer  for,  in  ^n-> 
sequence  of  placing  the  House  in  such  a 
situation.  He  thought  the  question  which 
had  been  put  by  a  right  hon.  gentl^ataa 
respecting  the  Queen's  disapprobation,  and 
her  having  declared*  that  she  would  not 
receive  the  lady  at  Courts  was  a  very 
proper  one,  though  it  &d  been  found, 
fault  with  by  a  noble  lord  and  others. 
Ministers  ought  to  have  come  to  that 
House  for  a  vote  of  approbation ;  and  in 
asking  for  this  grant,  when  they  tboaght 
they  could  not  <%tain  the  other,  they  bad 
done  wrong*  He  was  convinced,  with  an 
hon.  member  opposite,  that  if  the  lady 
should  happen  to  be  left  a  widow,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  of  the  House  exercising 
its  wonted  generority-;  but  in  its  present 
form,  he  could  by  no  means  give  his 
assent  to  the  BUI,  and  should,  therefore, 
support  the  Amendment* 

Sir  7.  Aciand  said,  be  would  not  oppose 
the  proposed  grant  as  excessive,  because 
if  it  was  at  all  proper,  he  thought  it  very 
moderate:  nor  would  he  oppose  it  on 
account  of  any  insinuation  against  tbe 
character  of  his  Royal  Highness.  But  he 
would  oppose  it  because  of  the  connexion 
that  his  Royal  Highness  bad  made.  That 
connexion  was  not  only  no  adisantage  to 
tbe  country ;  it  was  worse,  it  was  contrary 
to  the  honour  of  tbe  country.  There  #are 
rumours  afloat,  that  if  true,  rendered  M 


the  othnr  ISfiOOL  a  ycir  ii  the  CMoiry 
but  by  refuting  tbe  ieiwr  nia,  weiM 
certminly  Iom  tbe  larger.  He  ihenfa 
gave  his  moefc  cordial  lopport  to  the  Billi 

Tb^  Houie  thea  di? ided,  taidit  low 
criee  oiP  *'  Qacatioo/'  when  the  oofflbei 
were. 

For  the  Anendmeot  ••••••....*«  125 

Agaiittt  It    •••.. • I2i 

Majority  for  tbe  Amendnent— -1 

The  Bill  wae  comeqaeody  loit 
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highly  diicrediuble ;  if  they  were  not 
troe,  they  ought  to  be  disproved.  Theee 
fomoars  were  confirmed  by  the  circom- 
•taoee,  that  tbe  object  of  them  would  not 
be  received  in  a  quarter' where  natural 
afiection  would  make  every  allowance, 
every  palliation  that  could  be  tupposed  at 
ell  admieeible.  But  would  any  one  ven* 
ture  to  deny  these  rumours  ?  If  not,  then 
.  there  surely  were  parliamentary  grounds 
Ibr  not  granting  any  additional  allowance 
in  consequence  of  such  an  obnoxious  con« 
nezion.  It  had  been  said,  that  as  the 
marriage  had  taken  place,  there  was  now 
nothing  to  be  done,  but  to  grant  the  al- 
lowance. True,  the  marriage  bad  been 
aolemniaed,  and  they  were  not  seeking  lo 
dissolve  it.  But  when  the  representatives 
of  a  ftee  people  were  asked  to  tax  them- 
aelres  for  tbe  connexion,  it  ought  at  least 
to  be  shown  that  it  was  not  a  dishonourable 
one.  Tbe  House  was  not  consulted  on 
tbe  marriage,  and  therefore  they  could 
not  hare  given  their  consent  to  it ;  but  if 
they  were  now  to  make  this  grant,  they 
would  more  than  consent  to  it— they  wonld 
approve  of  it— [Hear,  hear !]  He  thought 
that  even  out  of  respect  to  the  Royal 
family  itself,  they  should  not  agree  to  the 
sneasore;  for  they  should  not  load  that 
family  with  the  odium  of  seeming  to  hare 
approved  of  such  a  connexion. 

Mr.  Forbes  reprobated  the  argument 
pgainst  the  Bill^  derived  from  the  rumours 
in  circulation,  and  expressed  his  astonish- 
ment that  the  hon.  baronet  should  main* 
tain  that  those  rumours  ought  to  be  be* 
Iteved  until  they  were  disproved*  For 
himself,  he  had  made  it  a  rule  through 
life,  never  to  give  credit  to  any  report 
that  he  heard.  There  was  only  one  per* 
eon  in  the  universe  against  whom  he  was 
ready  to  join  in  the  general  hue  and  cry. 
On  the  present  occasion  he  should  most 
conscientiously  stand  up  in  defence  of  the 
illustrious  person  who  bad  been  so  grossly 
.Attacked,  and  vote  for  the  Bill. 

Sir  Oerard  Noel  was  very  sorry  that 
auch  a  line  of  proceeding  as  had  been 
adopted  on  this  occasion  had  been  pursued. 
He  bad  no  motive  whatsoever  other  than 
what  he  coficeived  his  duty  in  giving  his 
vote  for  the  measure.  Instead  of  GOOOL 
«  year,  he  could  wish  that  the  grant  was 
10,000/.  He  thought,  that  mere  policy 
would  direct  tbe  grant,  and  that  we  should 
encourage  the  tjlustrious  pair  to  remain  in 
the  country,  rather  than  by  an  unbecom- 
ing rudeness,  make  them  leave  it.  By 
l^iving  this  GQQ(H.  a  year,  ymt  might  retain 
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Holford,  G.  P.      . 
Hume,  sir  A. 
Huskisson,  rt.  hon.  W. 
Jackson,  S. 
Me,  C. 
Jel^U,  Jos. 
Jocelyn,  lord 
KirkwalH  lord  > 
Ix^hiSygen. 
Long,  rt  hon.  C. 
Lopez,  sir  M. 
Louvaine,  lord 
Lowther,  viscount 
Lowther,  hon.  H. 
Lygon,  hon.  W. 
Manon,  hon.  S. 
Manners,  lord  C. 
Magennis,  R» 
Marsh,  C. 
MeUish,  W. 
Montgomery,  sir  H. 
Moore,  lord  H. 
Moorsom,  admiral 
Morgan,  sir  C. 
Murray,  sir  J. 
Noel,  sir  G.  N. 
Northey,  William 
Osbom,  J. 

Pole,  rt  hun.  W.  W. 
Pakenham,  hon.  H. 
Palmersion,  lord 
Peel,  rt.  hon.  R. 
Phipps,  general 
Palmer,  — — 
Raine,  Jonathan 
Robinson^  rt  hon.  F. 
Rose,  rt  hon.  G* 
St  Paul,  H. 
ScoU,  sir  W. 
Seymour,  lord  R. 
Shepherd,  sir  J. . 
Shiflher,  G. 
Sullivan,  rt.  hon.  J. 
Singleton,  Mark 
Smith,  C. 


WaUace,  rt  boo.  T. 
Waid,R. 
Wairender,  sir  G. 
Wellesley,  R. 
WemysSygen. 
Wetheraii,C. 
Wilder,  general 
Wharton.  R. 
Webster,  sir  G. 
WUson,  C. 
Yorke^  sir  J. 

TELLESS. 

Arbuthnot,  rt  hon. 
Lushington,  W«  S. 


Sonen^Ue,  air  M. 
Spencer,  kid  F.  A. 

Stewart, 

Stewart,  Alex. 
Stopford,  hon.  £. 
Stirling,  sir  W. 
Sutton,  rt  hon.  C.  M. 
Teed,  John 
Thompsoit  sirT. 
TaykNT,  John 
Thornton,  general 
Thornton  iStmuel 
Thynne,  lord  J. 
Vansittart,  rt.  hon.  N. 
Ure,M. 


Thb  Dun  OP  Yoait]  Sic  J. 
*  said,  that  on  giving  notice  upon 
last,  of  a  notion  of  Thanks  to  tho 
Duke  of  York,  he  was  infloenced  bv  no 
other  consideration  than  that  ho  didf  not 
think  the  vote  proposed  last  year  wae 
soffictently  extensive  a  retom  for  the 
services  ot  that  illostrioQS  personage :  and 
that  it  was  not  so,  bad  been  a  sobject  of 
regret  to  himself  and  every  man  with 
whom  he  had  conveised  on  the  subject. 
He  declared  that  be  acted  with  perfect 
impartiality  in  the  motion  he  intended  to 
bring  forward,  as  he  was  not  personally 
acquainted  with  the  duke  of  York.  At 
present  be  only  wished  to  postpone  his 
motion  from  this  day  till  to*morrow. 

Stahp  Dutibs  Bill.]  Mr.  Brogden 
bronght  op  the  Report  of  the  Sump 
Duties  Bill*  On  the  motion  that  it  bo 
agreed  to, 

Mr.  GreiiftU  said,  that  he  had  recently 
obtained  the  knowledge  of  a  fact  with 
respect  to  that  part  of  the  Bill  which 
related  to  the  Bank  composition.  When 
he  stated  on  a  foni|er  evenln|[,  that  in  con« 
sei|oence  of  the  oversight  in  1804,  and 
1808,  the  public  had  lost  554^000^  be  ha4 
been  answered,  that  prior  to  1804  the 
principle  which  had  been  acted  upon  by 
Mr«  Pitt  was,  not  to  exact  from  the  Bank 
the  full  sum  for  compensation,  which  they 
would  otherwise  have  paid  as  doty. 
Having  since  examined  into  this  matter, 
so  far  was  thb  from  having  been  the  fact^ 
that  he  pledged  himself  to  the  House  to  ^ 
show  that  in  1799,  the  sum  of  90,0001. 
fixed  as  the  compensation  to  be  paid  by 
the  Bank,  exceeoed  the  amoont  which  tM 
Bank  woold  have  had  to  pay  at  that  time 
for  Stanp*daty,  with  reiSirence  to  the 
amoont  of  their  paper  then  in  circolatioo. 
He  repMted,  therefore,  that  since  that 
period  the  Bank  of  England  bad  benefited 
improperly  by  their  contn^ta  with  tbo 
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pvblie ;  Mri  ilNkt  unless  tkejr  cooM  cMt- 
tradict  his  ftatemenis,  il  was  d«e  t6  tbeir 
own^lionoar  and  to  justice  that  they  slioold 
make  restilotion  to  the  country.  If  in  an 
'agreement  between  two  individuals,  any 
fact  vfere  withheld  from  the  knowledge  of 
«oe  party,  that  would  entitle  hia  U>  a 
aobsequent  rcslitiHion  of  .any  bunafit  ao 
tmduly  gained;  and  the  saoM  principle 
ought  to  operate  in  engagements  of  a 
poblicnature. 

The  ChanctOar  of  th*  Excketper  observed, 
thit  as  no  account  had  been  made  out  of 
the  amount  of  Bank-of>England  notes  in 
dffcnlatian  in  1799,  he  waa  at  a  loss  to 
understand  how  his  hon»  friend  had  fofamd 
IMS  calcolation.  With  respect  to  the  com- 
position wUeh  the  Bank  were  to  pay  by 
Ibe  Bill  iM«v  in  progress,  it  ameiMled  very 
riy   to  the  snm   which   they  iTonld 
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«lkerwbe  have  had  ie  pay  for  ststmpsi 

Mr.  Gri0|/cll»  in  reply,  slatml,  that  his 
•akttlatton  of  the  eompesilion  which  the 
Bank  of  England  wonld  pay,  if  the  average 
pf  the  three  last  years  were  taken,  was 
IKMXXM. ;  that  af  the  governor  of  the  Bank 
9ifiQOL  The  amoont  of  Bank  paper  in 
eircnlation  was  38  or  89  millions;  ef 
which  9  millions  were  in  one-pound  notes. 
Calcnlaling  the  doty  of.5d«  a  pound  on 
that  sum  of  9  millions,  the  amoont  would 
be  187,500/.  Let  that  be  divided  by 
three  (the  number  of  years  during  which 
Bank  notes  were  allowed  to  remain  in 
chrcolation),  and  the  result  would  be 
02,500/.  for  stamps  on  one«ponnd  notes 
wilv*  In  order  to  render  the  statement 
still  more  lair,  he  would  take  the  amount 
erhick  he  calcolated  the  composition,  if  on 
the  average  of  three  years,  would  produoei 
•t  100,000/.  It  then  appeared,  that  there 
srould  remain  about  38,000/.  as  the  com- 
pensation  for  all  Bank«of-England  notes 
above  one  pomid  in  value.  In  the  year 
1799,  the  compeosatran  fixed  for  the 
whole  of  the  Bank*noies  above  five  pounds 
in  value  was  20,000/.  Since  that  period 
ihe  Stamp-duties  had  been  increased.  In 
i804  the  Stamp-dnty  on  notes  of  five 
pounds  in  vahie  and  upwards  had  been  in- 
creased 50  per  cent.  Consequently,  the 
2D/)00/.  woold  by  that  increase  be  made 
30,000/.  In  1 808  a  fiirther  increase  of  the 
6tamp«duties  took  place  of  33  per  cent. 
That  would  carry  the  original  sum  to 
40,000/.  But  that  was  more  than  he  wanted 
la  ealablish  hia  argument ;  as,  in  addition 
km  the  02,5O0iw  for  notes  of  one  pound  in 
value,  it  would  make  ebote  \iy2JO0Ok  It 
wns  evideBt,  therefore,  that  20,000/»  in 


1709  must  hafis  been  a  som  larger  in  | 
povtfiiMi  than  the  sum  of'  99,O00i 
100,006/.  which  he  contei|ifod  the  B 
ought  to  pay  for  its  existing  circolatioi 

Mr,  JUaimmg  thought  that    open 
present  occasion  the  Chnitcellor  of 
Exchequer  had  done  his  dnty;    be  I 
made  en  advantageous  bargsua    for 
puUie* 

Mr.  TUfitey  said,  all  that  ilin  hon.  fru 
wished  was,  that  the  Baak  of  Engh 
should  pay  at  the  same  rate  with  prt« 
bankers.  It  was  of  the  ntnsoai  indpona 
to  fix  the  principle,  that  ia  all  fau 
bargains  with  the  Bank,  they  sbo 
ascertain  the  amount  of  their  circolatii 

The  ChmceUorrfihe  Ewckeqiter  defend 
the  transaction  with  the  BumIpi, 

Mr.  J.  Barmfr  Mnd,  that  if  ehe  baU 
were  rightly  inquired  into,  it  would  I 
found  that  compensation  vraa  rather  doe 
the  Bank. 

Mr.  ThafiUon  defended  the  coodoct 
the  Bank. 

Mr.  Groi^asaid,  that  up  to  1800  i 
Bank  did  pay  a  fnll  and  fair  cemipoaitti 
and  he  could  see  no  reaaon  w^y  tj 
system  sbonld  have  been  dc<ila>ii>il  fromj 

Mr.  FffOU&H  ^complained  of  tbe  aeverj 
of  the  Stamt^-doty  ad  valorem  on  anoQiti^ 
No  person  could  borrow  money  at  the  le^ 
rate  uf  interest,  when  Government  9u 
competitors  at  a  larger  rate.  Pena 
possessed  of  estates  of  20,0001.  or  3O,00(] 
a  year,  were  obliged  to  go  to  the  amiait! 
market.  Why  should  they  be  obliged  i 
pay  for  their  necessities  ?  The  probst 
duty  was  also  very  unequal  and  ep 
pressive. 

The  Chancellor  qfihe  Eidkepter  sM,\J^ 
observations  of  the  hon.  gentleman  reipeci^ 
ing  annnities  were  deserving  of  considai' 
tion. 

Mr.  Farbee  made  some  obvenatiosi  a 
the  licences  paid  by  the  Scotch  Bsafcigj 
Companies. 

The  Report  was  then  agreed  Co. 

Motion  respbcting  the  Paonrs  e* 
TBB  Bank  op  England.]  The  ordtf  (< 
the  day  for  the  further  consideration  oi^ 
queation  relative  to  the  poblic  bates 
in  the^lmnde  of  (he  Bank  having  bee 
read, 

The  Chanedhr  of  the  Bxckeqmer  »$• 
ffested  the  expediency  of  deferring  »! 
further  debate  for  the  preaent.  As  ^ 
resolutions  on  both  sides  would  be  pnati^« 
and  no  new'enactment  waa  intended  dsrisc 
tb^  present  aesaien,  it  appeared  mm 
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adfiaable  to  resnae  the  diacQasioB  mhmu 
there  should  be  a  faUer  «l|endaoc«»  and 
the  subject  shoold  have  andergone  the  re* 
quisite  prepioos  coosideratioa. 

Mr*  Gre^U  readily  acquiesced  in  the 
right  hoo*  gentleman's  suggestion.  He 
baui  ooly  wished  to  lay  a  fonodation  during 
the  present  session  lor  some  fature  iegis* 
laitive  proceeding,  and  he  was  happy  to 
reflect  that  so  much  trainable  information 
bad  already  been  laid  before  the  House.  . 

Mr.  MtUuh  was  adverse  to  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  discussion. 

Mr.  Gf€f^eU  had  no  desire  to  shrink 
from  immediate  discossion.  None  of  the 
delay  that  bad  taken  place  was  aliribotable 
to  him ;  and  he  was  Mtis&ed  that  the  only 
result  of  discnssioo»  come  when  it  woold, 
ivottld  be  to  secure  a  great  saving  of  pablic 
money* 

The  CkmoeMor  qf  ihe  ExAequtf'  moeed, 
that  the  further  consideration  be  deferred 
till  Monday  nexL 

Mr.  Mmmng  protested  a|(ainst  leaving 
an  impresuon  on  (he  public  mind  unfo" 
Tonrable  to  the  fiank«  arising  out  of  so 
grate  a  x:hapge  as  that  premred  by  the 
hon.  member*  Any  gentleman  by  an 
easy  calcnlattoa  might  see  thai  the  al- 
lowance to  the  Bank  for  the  management 
of  public  business  did  not  exceed  8^  in 
the  100/.  Nothing  could  be  further  from 
the  fact  than  that  'any  collusion  estisted 
between  the  Execotive  Govemment  and 
the  Bank;.. 

Mr.  Tiem^  was  glad  to  find  something 
at  last  extracted  from  the  Bank  directors. 
He  lamented,  howeTer,  that  ifaey  should 
have  taken  so  long  a  time  to  consider  what 
they  had  to  say.  Ample  time  and  various 
opportnnitaes  had  occurred  for  entering 
into  a  general  explanalion»  and  the  Rose* 
lotions  themselves  presented  the  means  of 
conveying  the  sentiments  of  the  Bank  to 
the  public*  and  in  an  antbentic  shape. 
Now,  however,  at  the  close  of  the  session, 
the  directors  were  foil  of  anxiety  for  state* 
ment  and  discussion.  He  had  heard  of 
]>eople  whom  it  was  difficult  to  ^et  to 
sing,  but  once  prevailed  on,  it  wasdifficolt 
to  make  them  desist.  He  must  for  his 
own  part  protest  against  the  doctrine,  that 
because  a  settlement  as  to  the  composition 
between  the  public  and  the  Bank  was 
made  eight  years  ago.  Parliament  oeftbt 
not  to  interfere  with,  or  to  revive  that 
settlement.  There  had  been  a  greatlv 
increased  expenditure  since  that*  period, 
and  a  large  accumulation  of  public  ba-  | 
laacea  in  the  hands.of  the  Bank ;  and  tbMe    snbject  more  folly  mtder  the  constdera 


were  quite  snificient  reasons,  in  his  opi^ 
nion,  to  call  for  the  vigilance  of  the  House 
of  Commons. 

Mr.  Gratftll  said,  that  if  the  Chaoeellet 
of  the  Exchequer,  would  declare  it  to  be 
his  intention  to  make  the  Qomposiiioa 
with  the  Bank  depend  in  some  degsee  oo 
the  ha||is  of  their  circulation,  he  should 
noti  wish  In  press  his  pv<q>esition  t  but 
vidian  the  Bank  already  made  abent 
300,000^.  a  year  on  acconat  of  thete 
management,  and  also  800,OOOi«  a  yeas 
on  account  of  the  increase  of  their  issues,  it 
appeared  reasonable,  that  the  public  shouU 
have  seme  farther  participation  in  their 
profits.  He  proposed  that  the  discossieB 
should  be  resumed  on  Thursday  next. 

The  ChmeOcr  of  the  Bxtktqm-  thought 
there  woald  be  no  use  in  fixing  the  dis^ 
cussien  for  Thnnday,  as  there  wasnn 
probability  of  any  eonsiderable  attends 
ance  of  members. 

Mr.  Bor^  thonght  that  the  great  ra# 
sppnsibility  to  which  the  Bank  subjected 
itself,  entitled  it  to  the  profits  that  it  re* 
ceived. 

Mr.  Hammtrdey  was  afraid  that  these 
perpetual  discussions  with  respect  to  the ' 
aflbirs  of  the  Bank  weald 'disincline  gen- 
tlemen of  the  respectability  of  those  who 
were  now  Bmk  directors  from  accepting^ 
the  office. 

After  some  further  constderatien,  the 
further  discussion  waa  adjoomed  to  tbie 
day  se*nnight. 

Pbtition  or  Mas.  Pbabsom  axsPBermo' 
aaa  Discornvr  roa  ran  Cvaa  or  6cao« 
roLAy  oa  KiHoVBru..]-— Sir  Gerard  Jioel, 
in  fMresenting  the  Petition  of  Mrs.  Biiaa* 
both  Pearson,  of  Alfred-place,  Bedford* 
square,  respecting  her  discorelryfor  the 
core  of  Sciofula  or  RingVevil,  said,  that* 
be  took  much  blame  to  himself  for  not 
having  earlier  introduced  to  the  attention 
of  the  House,  a  subject  so  interesting  to 
hummrity,  as  an  eflfectual  remedy  for  a 
complaint  so  general,  so  afflicting,  and' 
hitherto  deemed  so'  hopeless.  He  held  in 
bis  hand  documents  which  hiott  folly  con-* 
firmed  the  allegations  of  the  Petition.  He 
had  by  him  testimonials  of  eminent  indi- 
viduals of  the  faculty,  respecting  the  effi* 
cacy  of  Mrs.  Pearson's  discovery ;  and  he 
had  himself  seeif  a  number  of  soch  asto* 
nishiog  cures  efiected  by  that  lady,  as  he* 
would  not  have  believed,  had  be  not  had* 
ocular  evidence  of  them.  He  should,  at 
an  early  period  next  session,  bring  the' 
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«MMi  of  Ch«  IIoQM»  but  he  tbottld  at  pretest 
dio  no  more  then  proMiit  the  Petiiion. 

The  PetitioD  wai  then  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table.  It  teu  forth,  «'  That 
yoor  petitioner  havingt  opwardt  of  $S 
years  back,  been  forcibly  ttmck  with  the 
deplorable  eflfecU^  and  great  and  increae- 
ing  prevalence  of  Scrofula  or  King't^ef  il, 
erhich  had  bi^ed  the  skill  of  the  moat 
•minent  professors  of  physic,  applied  her* 
oelfwith  unrecnttted  assidoity  to  discover 
an  efficacious  remedy  for  that  melancholy 
disease ;  and  from  long  and  laborious  ex- 
periments of  herbs  siad  their  medicinal 
powers,  was  happy  enooffh  Un  compoond 
smd  prepare  a  poultice  of  fegetable,  and 
sm  estract  of  vegetable  juice,  which  she 
kas  fully  proved,  in  an  extensive  practice 
•f  upwards  of  the  last  20  years,  completely 
to  eradicate  the  said  complaint,  and  re- 
store  to  a  healthy  and  vigorous  stale  the 
constitution,  where  not  entirely  exhausted, 
•r  labouring  under  other  disorden." 


S^kiuDui^BaL 
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H01T8E  OF  LORDS. 

•  Eari  Cfrey  presented  a  Petition  from 
Mr.  Bfallison,  complaiaiag  that  he  bad 
aot  been  duly  compensate  for  his  in- 
vention lor  saving  the  lives  of  ship* 
wrecked  seamen,  and  that  he  had  applied 
in  vain  to  the  Admiralty.  The  noble 
lord  said  thai  ho  could  nqt  speak  to  the 
merits  of  this  invention,  but  that  he  felt 
h  his  duty  to  present  the  Petition ;  which 
mas  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Marquis  of  Lmudawne  suted,  that 
be  had  two  Petitions ;  one  from  the  Sur- 
geons and  Medical  Practitioners  of  Water- 
rord,  praying  to  be  pot  upon  the  same 
footing  as  gentlemen  of  the  same  profes* 
sion  in  this  country ;  and  the  other  from 
the  practising  Solicitors  of  the  county  of 
Boss,  against  the  additional  Stamp-duties. 
To  the  admission  of  the  latter  be  was 
aware  that  a  certain  <^bjection  was  urged, 
to  the  principle  of  which  he  could  not  by 
any  means  sobicribe :  but  the  former  was 
of  coune  unexceptionable,  and  he  should 
consider  it  his  duty  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  it  on  some  future  occasion. 
The  noble  lord  added,  that  he  should  also 
feel  it  right  to  bring  the  principle  which 
applied  to  the  admissibility  of  the  other 
petition  distinctly  under  the  consideration 
of  the  House. 

The  Petition  from  the  Medical  Practi- 
tioners  was,  after  a  few  observations  from 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  sad  lords  Limerick 


and  Liverpool,  ordered  to  lie  oo  the  xM 
Earl  Simikope  adverted  to  a  Peiitit 
which  he  presented  some  tioae  ago  froi 
a  perwm  who  had  been  conSaed  aboi 
three  years  on  the  groond  of  tmnkrupcc] 
This  person  had  applied  in  vain  to  ct 
Lord  Chancellor  to  be  heard  persooaUj 
but  the  learned  lord  expresaed  doubts  < 
his  authority  to  have  the  petition  broogl 
up,  in  consequence  of  trhich  be  (ioi 
Stanhope)  had  it  in  contemplation  to  brii^ 
in  a  Bill  to  have  those  doabta  removei 
with  a  view  to  have  joatice  done  to  tb 
petitioncf,  who  denied  the  validity  of  \k 
bankruptcy ;  but  he  was  now  glad  \ 
learn  that  the  doubu  allodcd  to  mm 
found  to  be  unwarrantable,  and  there^ 
he  did  not  feel  it  necessary  to  pm  t^ 
Bill.— The  noble  lord  then  gave  noikto 
bis  intention  to  move  to*niorrow  ^ 
second,  reading  of  the  Vaccinaiioo  Kr 
with  a  view,  to  have  it  rejected.  T^\ 
mcMure  propoted  to  havo  baif-a'Crom 
given  to  every  pauper  who  had  a  cki 
vacciaated,  while  the  matter  asad  in  vac 
ciaation  was,  according  to  Che  scaiema 
of  its  own  advocates,  of  three  dkffem 
descriptions  the  first  good,  the  aecou 
iodifferent,  and  the  third  good  Cot  nothisf 
Such  a  measure,  he  hsd  no  heaktatioa  & 
pronouncing  the  most  ridicolonB  ever  » 
troduced  into  that  House. 

laisH  SriaiTs  Duty  Biia.]  On  tk 
committal  of  the  Irish  SpiriU  Addlrtiooil 
Doty  Bill, 

The  Earl  of  Dotiougkmare  animadveitd 
upon  this  measure,  which  he  eencevd 
peculiarly  grievous  to  those  open  wboe 
it  was  lotMided  to  operate.  This  Bi)i» 
which,  from  some  omission  or  misamkr- 
stiuiding  of  iu  character,  patsed  sat  ft* 
fea/ao  in  the  Commons,  proposed  not  oa<| 
<li.  upon  every  gallon  of  spiriu  distiiktf: 
after  the  pasting  of  the  Act,  bni  to  ia- 
pose  that  addition  upon  all  the  stock  cs 
hand,  with  such  an  addition  also  op« 
malt  as  would  serve  to  produce  aa  ad- 
ditional tax  of  If  ^.  per  gallon  on  spina 
But  to  subject  the  stock  of  spiriu  sa^ 
malt  on  hand  to  the  additional  dotj  i» 
thought  extremely  unjust,  and  the  mto 
to,  as  it  was  inconsistent  with  the  £ogU 
principle  of  taxation  upon  spirits^  wfeict 
in  no  instance,  when  any  advance  of  ^y 
took  place,  extended  to  the  stock  on  hasi 
Such  a  ipeasore,  then,  as  the  praaeot  s^ 
viottsly  required  further  considersiiott . 
and  when  the  consolidation  of  the  t*^ 
Treasuries  should  uke  place»  which  met 
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sure  WAS  expected,  he  hoped  the  result 
^ould  be  the  exteosioo  of  the  English 
principle  of  taxation  to  Ireland,  at  least 
upon  this  subject. 

The  Eari  of  Uverpool  observed,  that  iC 
^as  a  principle  Qniformly  recognized  in 
taxation,  when  the  doty  upon 'any  article 
was  advanced,  to  extend  that  advance  to 
the  stock  on  hand,  because  upon  soch  ad- 
vance the  holder  of  such  stock  had  the 
'  power  (which  he  never  failed  to  exercise) 
of  charging  that  advance  upon  the  con* 
sumer ;    and  it  was  the  obvious  doty  of 
the  Legislature  to  provide  that  what  the 
consumer  paid  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
creastid  tax  should  come  into  the  pocket 
of  ihe  public.     Such,  for  instance,  was 
the  case  with  regard  to  every  augmenta- 
tion of  the  tax  upon  wine.    This  principle 
was  no  doubt  never  acted  upon  with  re- 
spect to  spirits  in  England,  becauise  here 
the  tax  was  not  imposed  as  in  Ireland 
upon  the  spirit  itself,  but  upon  the  wash. 
As  to  the  noble  lord's  concluding  obser- 
vation, he  trusted  that  when  the  consoli- 
dation of  the  two  Treasuries  should'  take 
place,  soch  a  measure  arranged^ with  diie 
caution  would  be  found  exceedingly  ad^ 
vantegeous  to  all  parties  and  that  the  Irish 
public  would  be  peculiarly  benefited  by 
its  operation.     Care  would,  oo  doubt,  be 
taken,  in  regulating  the  taxation,  to  pay 
due  regard  to  local  circumstances,  and 
that  the  |)rinciple  of  the  measure  in  con- 
templation should  be  equally  fair  towards 
England  and  Ireland. 
^       The  Earl  of  Donoughmore  said,  that  the 
quantity  of  wash  to  make  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  spirits  being  duly  ascertained^  he 
could  see  nq  reason  to  justify  the  distinc- 
tion maintained  by  the  noble  Secretary, 
between    the   taxation  of   English    and 
'   Irish  spirits.     When,  however,  tlTe  great 
I  measure  alluded  to  by  the  noble  Secre- 
'   tary  should  be  adopted,  he  trusted  that 
this  distinction  would  be  done  away,  and 
'    the  present  would  be  the  last  deviation 
'    from   the   English   principle  of  taxation 
'    which  Ireland   would   be  condemned  to 
'    experience.     The  noble  lord  concluded 
with  stating,  that  he  would  not  divide  the 
'    Committee  upon  the  subject ;  but  be  hoped 
that  his  suggestions  woulrf  be  considered. 
The  Report  was  ordered  to  be  received 
to-morrow. 


tnlrtlani,     3wx  ^  1815. 
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Tuesday,  July  4. 

Motion  respecting  Orange  SoctEtiKS 
IN  liLBLAifD.]    Sir  Hemy  ParneU  rose,  in 
(VOL.  XXXI.) 


pursuance  of  his  notice,  lo  nove  for  an 
Address  to  the  Prince  Regent,  praying 
that  his  Royal  Highness  would  be  pleased 
to  institute  a  commission  of  inquiry  into 
the  nature  and  character  of  certain  socie* 
ties,  called  Orange  Lodges,  in  Ireland. 
He  was  induced  to  make  this  motion  in 
consequence  of  several  Petitions  for  this 
inquiry  having  been  put  into  hit  hands^ 
by  respectable  bodies  in  the  North  of  Ire- 
land, who  were .  extremely  anxious  for  a 
consideration  of  this  question  last  session  ^ 
but  he  at  that  time  preferred  that  the  sub- 
ject should  be  allowed  to  rest  with  his 
Majesty's  Government,  in  the  expectation 
of  their  interference  to  prevent  any  ne« 
cessity  of  that  kind.  Nothing,  however^ 
had  been  done  by  ministers ;  aqd  it  was 
now  full  time  that  the  matter  should  re-  / 
ceive  fair  and  ample  discussioB.  The 
House  was  aware  that  the  system  o£ 
Orangeism  in  Ireland,  comprehended 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  Protestants  ia  tha^ 
northern  counties ;  in  those  parts  all  thtt 
higher  and  middle  classes  were  Protes^^ 
Unt,  and  all  the  lower  order  were  Catho- 
lics. The  Orange  Lodges  were  here  di- 
vided into  districts  of  five  lodges  eacb» 
appointing  masters,  and  their  several 
other  officers.  These  were  united  toge- 
ther by  an  oath  to  defend  King  Georga 
the  Third  and  his  soccesiors,  as  long  as 
he  or  they  maintained  the  Protestant  as-^ 
cendancy ;  thair  secretary  was  also  sworn 
not  to  give  a  copy  of  their  sdcret  roles^ 
except  to  a  member.  By  this  the  Houso 
would  see.  that  the  parties  consisted  of  a 
set  of  men  bound  to  the  state  by  a  sort  of 
conditional  allesiance  to  be  construed  by* 
themselves,  and  also  with  a  set  .of  secret 
roles  which  were  not  to  meet  the  light, 
except  among  their  own  body.  In  thct 
present  session  no  less  than  fourteen  Pe- 
titions had  been  presented  to.  Parliament 
by  himself  and  bis  right  hon.  friend  (sic 
John  Newport)  who  was  then  absent,  all 
of  which  ardently  implored  the  attentioipi 
of  thjB  Legislature  against  those  associa-  ^^» 
tions.  '  Those  Petitions,  amongst  other  ^^ 
allegations,  contained  the  following— 
''  That  to  the  existence  of  Orange  Lodges 
in  Ireland,  was  mainly  attributable  iha 
disturbance  of  the  public  peace,  particu- 
larly by  the  celebration  of  processions 
with  certain  insignia,  &c.— that  besides  « 
the  agitation  which  those  necessarily  pro- 
duced, they  begot  ft  counter  spirit  among 
the  people,  that  led  to  wide  animosities, 
which,  in  tteir  consequences,  produced 
rioUt  murder,  aod  other  fatal  acts,  and 
(♦A) 
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alto  to  Ihe  formtitimi  of  froth  and  equally 
illegal  Miociatioas.  They  also  paraiistd 
Ihe  admioUtration  of  jotiico  in  ihe  country « 
by  prcjiidieing,  and  in  aoma  instances  in* 
voWing  the  integrity  of  the  magistracy, 
and  extending,  even  to  the  mindi  of 
jurorst  a  bias  which  was  moet  injorioaa  to 
the  cause  of  justice^^fatal  instancea  of  the 
operation  of  such  feelingawero  practieally 
known." 
This,  resumed  the  hon.  baronet,  is  the 

feneral  character  of  those  asaoeiations. 
ormerly,  doubts  were  entertained  of  the 
legality  of  sach  bodies ;  but  those  were 
BOW  happily  removed ;  for,  in  an  objec- 
tion taken  to  a  juror  at  the  trial  of  Dr. 
Sheridan,  the  Catholic  delegate,  which 
took  place  two  yeara  ago  in  Dublin,  it 
was  diatinctly  laid  down  by  the  learned 
Jodge  Day,  who  presided,  that  Orange 
Societies,  bound  together  by  secret  oaths, 
were  illegal.  It  was  also  the  opinion  of 
Jodge  Fletclier,  one  of  the  moat  upright 
and  enlightened  men  on  the  bench,  that 
those  meetings  were  unquestionably  ille* 
gat.  That  learned  jodge  had  expressed 
bimself  as  follows :  -— "  I  have  found  that 
those  Orange  Lodges  have  produced  the 
moat  mischievous  effects  in  society  ;  that 
they  have  induced  magistrates  to  violate 
their  doty  ;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  affirm, 
that  they  ought  to  be  suppresaed,  for 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  all  combina- 
tions of  this  kind  are  contrary  to  law.'' 
"'  These  concurrent  judicial  opinions  en- 
titled him  (sir  H.  Parnell)  to  say,  that  the 
Orange  Societies  were  illegal ;  and  he  was 
therefore  induced  to  call  upon  the  Houae 
to  institute  a  commiaaion  to  inquire  into 
the  allegaiiona  of  petitioners  upon  each  a 
aubject.  It  would  not,  he  trusted,  refuae  an 
Inquiry  into  the  troth  of  the  alleged  griev* 
•ncea,  which  would  bring  the  whole  aub- 
ject to  issue.  It  was  onneceaaary  for  him 
to  press  upon  their  attention,  that  when, 
two  years  ago,  an  attempt  bad  been  made 
lo  introduce  the  Orange  system  into  this 
country.  Parliament  interfered,  and,  in 
the  coorae  of  the  discussion  which  then 
took  place,  the  member  for  Liverpool 
(Mr.  Canning)  declared,  that  it  was  un* 
necessary  to  press  the  question  to  a  divi^ 
aion,  as  a  distinct  declaration  of  the  ille* 
gality  of  such  meetinffs,  made  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's miniaters,  would  produce  the  de* 
aired  effect.  A  noble  lord  (Caatlereagh) 
aaid,  open  that  occaaion,  that  he  entirely 
admitted  the  opinion  which  prevailed  as 
to  the  illegality  of  auch  institutions;  and 
trusted  that  the  good  sense  of  the  country 
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woald  re»echo  the  feelinr  of  Parliame 
and  prefer  the  empire  of  ihm  law  to  i 
domination  of  clubs  and  factions  sssoc 
tions.  Such  were  the  opiaione  ezpre« 
in  that  debate ;  but  to  show  hmm  ioopei 
tive  they  were  in  Ireland,  he  had  to  sta 
that  within  a  few  days  after  aocb  sen 
menta  were  expreaaed  in  Parliament, 
meeting  of  the  Grand  Oraoge  Lodge  to 
place  in  Dublin,  which  iaaocd  a  sort 
proclamation  to  its  brethren,  calliog  op 
them  virtually  to  reaiat  thia  feeliog,  and 
rally  for  the  preservation  of  ihetr  ezu 
ence.  The  hon.  baronet  atated,  it  woei 
be  unnecessary  for  him  to  traapaaa  furtb^ 
upon  the  attention  of  the  Hooae.  Wit 
reference  to  the  subject  before  then,  h 
trusted  he  had  said  enough  to  ahov  tki 
the  law  was  quite  clear  on  the  point,  «q 
also  that  their  own  opinion  was  cqaali 
manifest.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  c^ 
poaite  (Mr.  Peel)  would  not,  he  hopei 
give  the  motion  any  opposition ;  for  ^ 
of  all  men,  from  hia  official  atation,  ma 
be  expoaed  to  a  variety  of  bickering 
from  the  exiatence  of  thia  spirit  in  IreUm 
which,  of  coorae,  he  moal  wiab  to  sopprej 
The  hon.  baronet  concluded  by  moving 

'*  That  an  bumble  Address  be  preienu 
to  hia  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regejii 
requesting  that  he  will  be  graciooilj 
pleased  to  appoint  a  Commiaaion  to  is* 
quire  into  the  proceedings  of  the  Oras^ 
Societiea  in  the  north  of  Ireland." 

Mr.  PhI  aaid,  it  would  be  neaececarji 
to  detain  the  House  long  in  shoving  tbat^ 
even  if  the  facts  were  true  which  the  bon. 
baronet  atated,  no  good  coald  pooiUr 
ariae  from  the  agitation  of  the  presetf 
aubject.  It  waa  wholly  inexpedient,  ai^ 
its  introduction  at  this  moment  highly  ioje- 
rious.  He  gave  full  credit  to  the  res- 
sistcncy  of  the  hon.  baronet,  in  thus  brisf* 
ing  forward  his  motion ;  at  sill  events,  tte 
charge  of  precipitation  woald  be  the  liit 
which  he  would  adduce  agstinst  him,  Ut 
it  seemed  to  be  t  part  of  his  syaten  e 
make  thia  motion  at  ao  late  a  perio4<' 
the  aeaaion,  aa  to  enable  him  to  rnakd 
apeech>  without,  at  the  aame  time,  iocsr- 
ring  the  riak  of  creating  the  injimaa 
effhct  which  the  adoption  of  hia  bbom 
waa  calculated  to  produce.  Thie  had  ben 
the. practice  of  the  hon.  baronet  6nm 
the  laat  three  yeara,  for  he  allowed  i^ 
House  i|lmoat  to  terminate  its  sitting  be- 
fore he-gave  notice  of  hia  usual  motion os 
this  subject.  But  what  good  could  snse 
from  the  adoption  of  hia  propositioa' 
What  efibct  could  it  produce  ?  The  Hwm 
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was,  foraoothy  to  appoint  aa  eziraordinltry 
commission*  to  inqolre  into  what— why, 
into  the  traib  of  certain  facts  which  were 
loosely  alleged  in  a  petition,  and  into  the 
trath  or  incorrectness  of  the  opinions  of  a 
learned  judge.     If  this  commission  were 
instituted,  it  would  only  operate  to  the 
exasperation  of  irritations  which  were  al- 
ready too  much  to  be  lamented.     In  that 
case    they  would    only    have    appointed 
commissioners  to  recei?e  the  exaggerated 
details  of  both  parlies,  and  to  review  judi- 
cial cases  which  had  already  received  the 
formal    decision  of  the  law.     The  hon. 
baronet  had,  in  fact,  himself  shown  the 
absurdity  of  his  motion;  for  he  had,  upon 
the  authority  of  the  two  judges,  declared, 
that  the  law  was  quite  clear  on  the  point, 
and  that  from  a  book  which  he  conceived 
authority,  those  Societies  were  exposed  to 
its    penalties.     If   these  paints  were   so 
clearly  established,  ii  followed,  of  course, 
there  was  no  necessity  for  the  motion,  as 
the  existing  powers  were  sufficient  for  the 
purposes  ol  suppressing  the  evil.     Besides, 
the  Crown  could  only  empower  the  com- 
mittee to  inquire,  not  to  punish.     On  the 
principle  oi    the  measure,  it  was  rather 
unfair  for  the  hon«  baronet  to  call  upon 
the  House  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  allega- 
tions which  he  himself  should  have  probed 
before  he  founded  upon  them  a  motion  of 
such  a  description.    If  his  object  was  to 
attack  the  Irish  Government  for  the  exer- 
cise of'  any  particular  partiality,  let  him 
come  forward  with  a  distinct  proposition 
to  that  effect,  stating  the  instance  in  which 
mercy  was  shown  to  one  party,  or  severity 
exercised  towards  another,  without  strong 
and  adequate  cause.    If  the  hon.  baronet 
adopted  this  course,  he  would  be  reaidy 
and  willing  to  meet  him  on  it.    As  to 
saying  that  the  Irish  Government  did  not 
interfere  in  the  preiention  of  public  out- 
rage, it  was  wholly  unsupported  by  the 
fact;  for  they  had,  upon  all  occasions, 
'    conducted  prosecutions  at  the  public  ex* 
pense  for  the  complainants,  without  any 
distinction.    If  the  hon.  baronet  had  any 
Specific  charge,  let  him  produce  it;  but 
even  if  his  present  statements  were  true, 
'     he  would  contend  that  the  motion  was  H^ 
'     together  unnecessary. 

Mr.  M.  FiizgtraU  (knight  of  Kerry) 
'  expressed  his  cordial  assent  to  the  reason- 
'  able  and  natural  proposition  of  his  hon. 
'  friend.  He  denied  that  any  charge  of 
tardiness  could  fairly  be  brought  against 
'  bim»  and  also  that  his  object  was  to  call 
•n  the  Houaa  to  appoint  a  conmustoA :  it 
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was  no  such  thing,  it  was  for  the  Crown, 
not  for  them,  to  institute  the  inquiry.  To 
call  for  the  consent  of  the  House  to  the 
motion,  it  was  only  necessary  for  them  to 
refi<r  to  the  numerous  petitions  which  had 
been  presented  on  this  subject ;  they  would 
then  see  that  the  prevalence  of  the  Orange 
system  in  Ireland  impeded  the  general 
administration  of  justice,  and  (disturbed 
the  peace  of  the  community  in  Ireland. 
It  was  also  essential  for  them  to  know, 
that  those  petitions  were  not  the  ex-parie 
statements  of  Catholics,  but  the  allegations 
of  Presbyterians  and  Quakers — sects  not 
very  favourable  to  Catholics,— -in  the 
northern  countries.  The  prayer  of  such 
petitioners  formed  a  serious  ground  for 
mquiry,  and  one  which  did  not  deserve  to 
be  treated  with  the  levity  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  opposite.  For  his  own 
part,  he  firmly  believed  that,  whilst  no 
inquiry  was  allowed,  the  laws 'could  not 
be  impartially  administered  in  Ireland. 
One  society  would  be  found  to  engender 
another,  until  the  v^hole  community  would 
be  split  into  factions,  which  would  wholly 
outstep  any  effort  to  administer  the  laws 
in  the  manner  they  Ought  to  be.  Upolt 
this  point  he  spoke  from  his  own  personal 
experience;  for  he  had  known  instances 
when  it  Was  mercy  to  appeal  to  martial 
law,  sooner  than  consign  the  individual 
to  trial  before  an  ordinary  jury— so  com- 
pletely bad  the  parties  in  society  arrive^ 
at  hostile  contact  with  each  other.  If  thf 
House  meant  that  Ireland  should  be  in  any 
other  state  than  perpetual  anarchy,  they 
must  alter  the  system  pursued  towards 
that  country — they  must  follow  the  course 
aidopted  by  former  Administrations;  such, 
for  instance,  as  was  pursued  by  the  marquis 
Cornwallis,  lord  Hardwicke,  and  the  duk^ 
of  Bedford :  at  those  periods  the  laws  wero 
more  impartially  administered  than  at 
previous  and  subsequent  ones;  not  that 
be  meant  to  attribute,  either  to  the  duka 
of  Richmond  or  lord  Whitworth,  any  wish 
to  depart  from  the  fairest  and  most  liberal 
course,  but  be  could  not  disguise  his 
opinion— that  the  laws  were  not  as  ge* 
nerally  exercised  towards  all  parties  ia 
the  community  as  they  ought  to  be,  owing 
to  a  sort  of  implied  encouragement  which 
was  attributed  to  certain  quarters,  relative 
to  the  Orange  system.  He  had  once  been 
connected  with  an  Administration  in  Ire- 
land which  adopted  a  different  policy. 
"  You,  yourself.  Sir,"— (pariicnlarly  ad- 
dressing the  Speaker)—"  whatever  may  ba 
your  general  opinion  upon  religious  U« 
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berly,  when  connected  with  the  Irish 
'GoTernmeot,  refused  to  countenance  as- 
sociations of  this  character^  or  to  encou- 
rage a  sort  of  religious  partisanship  which 
vould,  in  its  consequences,  have  cut  up 
the  whole  system  of  the  administration  of 
justice  by  Juries/'  The  iright  hon.  gen* 
tieman  then  pressed  upon  the  attention  of 
those  whose  station  in  the  Irish  Govem- 
nent  rendered  them  more  interested  in 
the  oblivion  of  party  feeling,  than  any 
other  persons  in  society,  to  use  their  in- 
terposition in  procuring  that  inquiry 
ivbich  would  put  an  end  to  those  di? isions 
vhich  so  unhappily  existed  in  that  coun- 
try. He  also  repeated  the  testimony  which 
was  invariably  borne  by  the  Judges,  to 
the  impartial  and  enlightened  decision  of 
Juries  in  the  county  where  he  resided ; 
and  this  was  solely  attributable  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  civil  differences  in  the 
formation  of  those  Juries. 

Mr.  Vaof  Fitzgerald  said,  that,  in  op- 
posing the  present  motion,  be  would  exer- 
cise the  same  candid  feeling  that  bad  al- 
ways, he  trusted,  marked  his  conduct  in 
public  life.  While  he  gave  credit  to  the 
temperate  manner  in  which  his  hon.  friend 
opposite  had  introduced  this  motion,  be 
.could  not  hot  lament  that  the  same  spirit 
liad  not  actuated  his  right  hon.  friend  who 
bad  spoken  last,  and  who  seemed,  by  bis 
argument,  to  adapt  a  former  state  of  civil 
convulsion  in  Ireland  to  the  present,  which 
mu  wholly  dissimilar.  It  had  been  said, 
with  truth,  by  his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Peel),  that  no  necessity  existed  for  this 
motion,  because  loose  and  general  alle- 
gations in  a  petition  were  not  sufficient 
authority  to  influence  that  House  in  the 
appointment  of  such  a  commission,  parti- 
cularly as  no  distinct  charge  was  adduced 
against  those  who  were  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice.  As  to  the  charge  of 
partisanship,  so  indiscreetly  hinted  at  in 
the  government  of  the  duke  of  Richmond, 
or  that  of  his  successor,  he  felt  no  hesi- 
Ution  in  saying,  that  there  never  existed 
a  government  in  Ireland  so  free  from  such 
an  imputation  as  that  of  either  of  those 
Viceroys,  against  whose  governmsnt  the 
observation  bad  been  applied.  The  right 
bon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  had  ex- 
pressed his  surprise  that  those  associations 
were  not  extinguished  in  Irelaifd  by  the 
present  Administration.  Now,  he  would 
ask.  why  this  suppression  did  not  take 
place  in  the  former  governmenU,  to  which 
allusion  was  made?  In  some  of  those  a 
rigour  bejoad  the  law  bad  been  exerciied. 
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and  he  believed  necessarily  exercised,  i 
yet  those  societies  had  not  been  ti 
guished.  He  disclaimed  on  the  pa;l 
his  right  hon* friend  (Mr.  Seel)  any  lei 
towards  a  question  of  this  kind  ;  at  the  si 
time  be  was  unwilling  to  admit  that 
cause  of  justice  had  been  impeded  by 
circumstances  which  were  stated,  xl 
were  no  grounds  for  the  formation  o 
commission ;  and  the  reviTal  of  soch  to] 
were,  in  his  opinion,  calculated  to  crc 
more  mischief  than  could  be  effet 
even  by  the  operation  of  those  erils  wb 
the  motion  was  intended  to  remoTe. 

Colonel  ArekdaU  said,  that  there  W4 
other  soMties  more  obnoxioos  to  the  pa 
lie  peaco  than  the  Orangemen,  sect  i 
Ribbonmen  and  others  ;  and  why  bad  a< 
the  hon.  baronet  included  them  in  his&i^ 
tion  ?  He  thought  such  a  question  caic 
*lated  to  keep  alive  the  animosities  wbi^ 
the  hon.  baronet  condemned;  and  I 
trusted  that  the  House  would  not  coool 
nance  any  such  attack  upon  a  body 
loyal  individuals,  as  the  Orangemen  h) 
proved  themselves  to  be. 

Sir  H,  Pamell  said,  that  the  obserrt 
tions  of  the  hon.  member  who  had  lu 
spoken,  showed  the  necessity  o£  his  xnc 
tion ;  for  it  appeared  that  one  party  wi 
armed  against  another,  and  that  Govern 
ment  had  not  thought  proper  to  interposi 
But  the  hon.  gentleman  waa  hiaioricai/i 
incorrect,  if  he  meant  to  sUte  that  thn 
Orange  system  arose  out  of  the  Rihfaoa 
men.  On  a  reference  to  the  state  of  I^^ 
land  for  the  last  twenty  years,  it  wou^i 
be  found,  that  Orange  Lodges  were  ica^ 
antecedent  to  the  existence  of  Ribboe* 
men ;  that  the  latter,  in  fact,  had  growa 
out  of  the  oppression  of  the  former,  asd 
were  created  as  a  sort  of  defence  (oaqoei* 
tionably  illegal)  against  their  lawless T10- 
lence.  The  hon.  baronet  then  defeo^ 
himself  from  the  imputation  of  unnecefurj 
delay  in  the  introduction  of  this  qoesd&c; 
his  only  reason 'for  postponing  it  w»  la 
expectation,  which,  he  lamented  to  ^i 
had  not  been  realised,  that  an  opportumiy 
would  have  been  taken,  by  those  vbi) 
could  have  done  it  with  eSect,  of  renderis| 
his  present  proposition  unnecessary.  & 
disclaimed  intending  any  political  recn- 
mination  in  bringing  forward  the  presest 
motion^— his  only  object  being  to  prcrcst 
the  recurrence  of  those  monstrous  est* 
rages  which  were  daily  passing  in  sevenl 
parts  of  Ireland.  He  denied  that  he  bsd 
given  an  exaggerated  statement  reJatiti 
to  the  influence  of  ptrty  prejudice  opoi 
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the  minds  of  jorors  in  IrelaQd^^-seTeral 
cases  were  known,  in  which  verdicts  had 
been  gt?en  against  the  direct  feelinff  of  the 
Judge:  in  proof  of  this>  be  need  only 
refer  to  the  observation  made,  opon  one 
of  those  occasions,  by  the  acting  Judge, 
solicitor-general  Bashe,  who,  when  he 
received  a  verdict  of  this  kind  oa  the 
trial  of  some  persons  charged  with  having 
committed  marder,  in  a  riot  tn  the  county 
of  Down,  observed— <'  Gentlemen,  this  is 
your  verdict — thank  God  it  is  not  mine  V* 
From  these  circumstances,  it  was  evident, 
that  the  violations  of  law,  to  which  he 
alluded,  had  sprung  from  the  countenance 
given  to  Orange  Societies,  and  that  they 
were  the  real  origin  of  other  equally  la« 
nentable  factions  in  the  community. 

Sir  Gtorsiic  HiU  contended,  that  in  the 
province  of  Ulster,  justice  was  as  fairly 
administered  as  it  was  in  any  county  in 
England.  It  appeared  rather  strange, 
that  those  petitioners  should  complain  of 
their  being  inadmissible  to  societies,  which 
they  themselves  pronounced  to  be  illegal. 
For  his  own  part,  he  never  was  an  Orange- 
man, nor  an  encourager  of  their  system ; 
but,  he  knew,  that  in  obedience  to  the 
feeling  of  Parliament,  those  institutions 
had  been  circumscribed,  and  deprived,  in 
some  degree,  of  their  badges.  The  fact, 
however,  was,  that  the  Protestants  of  the 
North  of  Ireland,  were  the  parties  who 
ought  really  to  complain.  No  later  than 
last  week,  a  declaration,  explanatory  of 
the  extent  of  organization  among  Rib* 
bonmen,  was  signed  by  1200  persons  at 
Londonderry,  who  complained  of  the  sys« 
tematic  scenes  of  riot  and  murder  which 
were  practised  among  mountaineer  Ca- 
tholics in  that  district,  and  exclusively 
directed  against  Protestant  inhabitants. 
The  hon.  baronet  then  referred  to  certain 
riots  which  had  ^  taken  place  in  Derry, 
which  had  become  the  subject  of  legal  in- 
vestigation and  punishment;  and  further 
added,  that  in  delicacy  to  the  feelings  of 
temperate  and  respectable  Catholics  In 
that  town,  the  yeomanry  corps,  who  were 
in  the  habit  of  celebrating  the  anniversary 
of  the  siege  of  Derry,  assembled  without 
the  badges  which  they  had  been  accusr 
tomed,  tor  nearly  a  century,  to  wear  on 
this  occasion.  He  concluded  by  bearing 
testimony  to  the  impartiality  of  Protestant 
jurors,  so  far  as^  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
knowing  them. 

The  qoestion  being  loudly  called  for, 
the  House  divided;  when  the  numbers 
w^re—  ... 


For  the  Motion  ••. 2o 

Against  it 89 

Majority  against  it --»6d 

Papers  relating  to  Roman  Catho^ 
Lies — Bull  for  the  Restoration  qf  the  Jesuiis 
— MemorM  on  the  Tuscan  'Legislation  in 
EccksioMtical  Matters.]  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  presented;  by  command 
of  the  Prince  Regent,  the  following 
Papers : 

BuU  ef  Pope  Pius  7,  for  the  Restoration  qf 
the  Order  qf  JestUu.^^C Translation, J 

Plus,  Bishop,  Servant  of  the  Servants  of 
God  (for  the  perpetual  commemora- 
tion of  the  Deed). 

It  having  pleased  the  Almighty  God  to 
confide  to  our  humble  person,  notwithstand- 
ing the  littleness  of  onr  deserts  and  abili* 
ties,  the  care  of  all  the  churchesi  We  feel 
it  6ur  duty  to  employ  all  the  aids  in  our 
power,  and  which  the  mercy  of  the  Divine 
Providence  has  placed  at  our  disposal,  in 
order  that  we  may  be  able,  at  far  as  the 
changes  of  times  and  places  will  allow,  to 
relieve  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  Catholic 
world,  without  any  distinction  of  people 
and  nations. 

Anxious  to  fulfil  the  duty  of  onr  Apos- 
tolic ministry,  as  soon  as  Francis  Karea 
(then  living)  and  other  seculair  Priests resi* 
dent  for  many  years  in  the  vast  empire  of 
Russia,  and  once  members  of  the  Com- 
pany of  Jesus,  suppressed  by  Clement  the 
14tbi  of  happy  memory,  had  implored 
our  permission  to  unite  in  a  body  for  the 
purposes  of  being  able  to  apply  them* 
selves  more  easily,  and  in  conformity 
with  their  institution,  to  the  instruction  of 
youth  in  religion  and  good  morals,  to  de* 
vote  themselves  to  preaching,  to  confes« 
sion,  and  the  administration  of  the  other 
sacraments  :  We  felt  it  our'  duty  more 
willingly  to  comply  with  their  prayer; 
inasmuch  as  the  then  reigning  Emperor^ 
Paul  1,  had  warmly  reeommended  the  said 
Priests  in  his  gracious  -dispatch,  dated  the 
1 1th  of  August,  1^00,  in  which,  after  set« 
ting- forth  his  special  regard  for  them,  he 
declared  to  us,  that  it  would  be  agreOabb 
to  him,  to  see  the  Company  of  Jesos  esta« 
blished  in  his  empire,  under  our  aotho« 
rity.— And  we  on  our  side,  considering 
attentively  the  great  advantages  whicb 
those  vast  regions  might  thence  derive; 
considering  likewise  how  useful  thosxs 
Ecclesiastics,  whose  morals  and  doctrine 
were  eqnall^  tried,  woald  be  to  the  Ca<i 
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tboUc  religion ;  thought  fit  to  second  the 
wish  of  80  great  and  beneficent  a  prince. 

In  consequence,  by  our  Brief,  dated  the 
7lb  of  March,  1811,  we  granted  to  the 
said  Francis  Karea  and  bia  colleague!  re- 
aiding  in  Russia,  or  who  should  repair 
thither  from  other  countries,  power  to  form 
themselves  into  a  body  or  congregation  of 
the  Company  of  Jesus,  and  to  unite  in  one 
or  more  houses,  to  be  pointed  out  by  their 
Superior,  provided  these  houses  be  situated 
within  the  Russian  empire.  It  pleased  us 
on  that  occasion,  likewise,  to  name  and 
appoint  the  said  Francis  Kaneu  General  of 
the  Congregation ;  and  we  authorissed  them 
to  re-assume  and  to  follow  the  rule  of  St. 
Ignatius  of  Loyofa,  approved  and  con- 
firmed by  the  constitutions  of  Paul  5,  our 
predecessor  of  happy  memory,  in  order 
that  the  companions,  religiously  united, 
might  freely  engage  in  the  instruction  of 
youth  in  religion  and  learning;  in  direct- 
ing seminaries  and  colleges;  and  with  the 
consent  of .  the  Ordinary,  in  confessing, 
preaching  the  word  of  God,  and  in  admi- 
nistering the  s.acraments.  By  the  tame 
Brief,  we  received  the  congregation  of  the 
Company  of  Jesus  under  our  immediate 
protection  and  dependence,  reserving  to 
ourselves  and  our  successors,  the  prescrip- 
tion of  every  thing  that  might  appear  to 
Vf  proper  to  consolidate,  to  defend  it,  and 
purge  it  from  any  abuses  that  might  creep 
^jthi|i  it ;  and  for  this  purpose,  we  ex- 
pressly abrogated  such  other  apostolical 
constitution,  statutes,  privilege*,  and  indul- 
gences, granted  in  contradiction  to  these 
coneessions,  especially  the  Apostolic 
Letters  of  Clement  14,.  our  predecessor, 
which  begin  with  the  words  '  Dominus  ac 
Bedemptor  noeter,'  only  in  so  far  as  they 
were  contrary  to  our  Brief,  beginning 
'  Catbolicae,'  and  which  was  given  only  for 
the  Russian  .empire. 

We  had  not  long  ordained  the  above 
things  for  the  Russian  empire,  when  we 
thought  proper  to  extend  the  same  favour 
to  the  kingdom  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  on  the 
warm  request  of  our.  dear  son  in  Jetoi 
Christ,  Ferdinand  king  of  that  nation,  who 
begged  that  the  Company  of  Jesos  might 
be  re-established  in  hit  dominions  and 
aUtes,  as  it  had  been  in  Russia*  This 
prayer  he  made  from  a  conviction  that  in 
those  deplorable  times  the  Jesuits  were 
inslructora  most  capable  of  forming  youth 
to  Christian  piety  and  the  fear  of  God, 
which  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom,  and  to 
inttroct  them  in  the  sciences  and  belles* 
lefUefl.    The  duty  of  oor  patornal  charge 


leading  us  to  second  the  pious  wishes  of 
these  illustrious  monarchs,  and  haTing 
only  in  view  the  glorv  of  God  aod  the  sal- 
vation  of  souls,  we,  by  our  Brief,  begin- 
ning '  Per  alias,'  and  dated  the  SOih  of 
July  1804,  extended  to  the  kiogdom  of 
the  Two  Sicilies  the  same  concesaioas 
which  he  had  made  for  the  Rosaiaii  em- 
pire. 

The- Catholic  world  demands  with  ona- 
nimous  voice  the  re-establishment  of  the 
Company  of  Jesus.    We  daily  receive  to  i 
this  effect  the  most  pressing  petitions  from  | 
our  venerable  brethren,  the  archbishops 
and  bishops,  and  the  most  distingoishcd 
persons,  especially   since    the   abundant 
fruits  which  this  Company  has  produced 
in  the  above  countries  have  been  generally 
known.     The  dispersion  even  of  the  stones 
of  the  Sanctuary  in  the  recent  calamities 
(which  it  is  better  now  to  deplore  than  to 
repeat)  ;  the  annihilation  of  the  discipline 
of  the  regular  order  (the  glory  and  sup- 
port of  Religion,  and  the  Catholic  Cborcb) 
to  the  restoration  of  which  all  our  thoughts 
are  at  present  directed;  require  that  we 
should  accede  to  a  wish  so  just  and  general. 

We  should  deem  ourselves  guilty  of  a 
great  crime  towards  God,  if,  amidst  the 
dangers  of  the  Christian  Republic,  wc 
neglected  the  aids  which  the  special  Pro- 
vidence of  God  has  put  at  our  disposal ; 
and  if,  placed  in  the  bark  of  Peter,  tossed 
and  assailed  by  continual  storms,  wt 
refused  to  employ  the  vigorous  and  expe- 
rienced rowers  who  volunteer  their  ser- 
vices, in  order  to  break  the  waves  of  a 
sea  which  threatens  every  moment  ship- 
wreck and  death.  Decided  by  these  mo- 
tives, so  numerous  and  powerhil,  we  have 
resolved  to  do  what  we  could  have  wished 
to  have  done  at  the  commencement  of  onr 
pontificate.  After  having  by  fervent 
prayers  implored  the  Divine  assistance, 
after  having  taken  the  advice  and  counsel 
of  a  great  number  of  our  venerable  bro- 
thers  the  Cardinals  of  the  Holy  Boman 
Church ;  we  have  decreed,  with  full  know- 
ledge, in  virtue  of  the  plenitude  of  Apoa* 
tolic  power,  and  with  perpetual  validity, 
that  all  the  concessions  aod  powers  granted 
by  us  solely  to  the  Russian  empire  and 
the  kingdom  of  the  Two  Sicilies,  shall 
henceforward  extend  to  all  our  Eccle- 
siastical States,  and  also  to  all  other  States. 
We  therefore  concede  and  grant  to  our 
well-beioved  son  Taddeo  Banozowski^  at 
this  time  General  of  the  Company  of  Jesus, 
and  to  the  other  members  of  that  Com- 
pany lawfully  delegated  by  him,  iji  suit- 
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able  and  necessary  powers*  in  order  that 
the  said  States  may  freely  and  lawfully 
receive  all  those  who  shall  wish  to  be 
admitted  into  the  regular  Order  of  the 
Company  of  Jesus,  who,  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  General  ad  tnierim,  shall  be 
admitted  and  distributed,  according  to  op- 
portunity, in  one  or  more  houses,  one  or 
more  colleges,  and  one  or  more  provinces, 
IV here  they  shall  conft^rm  their  mode  of 
life  to  the  rules  prescribed  by  St.  Ignatius 
of  Loyola,  approved  and  confirmed  by  the 
constitutions  of  Paul  3.  We  declare  be* 
sides,  and  grant  power,  thai  they  may 
freely  and  lawfully  apply  themselres  to 
the  education  of  youth  in  the  principles  of 
the  Catholic  faith,  to  form  them  to  good 
morals,  and  to  direct  colleges  and  semi- 
naries ;  we  authorize  them  to  hear  con- 
fessions, to  preach  the  word  of  God,  and 
to  administer  the  sacraments,  in  the  places 
of  their  residence,  with  the  consent  and 
approbation  of  the  Ordinary.  We  take 
tinder  our  tutelage,  under  our  immediate 
obedience  and  that  of  the  Holy  See,  all 
the  colleges,  houses,  proi^inces,  and  mem- 
bers of  this  Order,  and  all  those  who  shall 
join  it;  always  reserving  to  ourselves,  and 
the  Roman  Pontiflfs  our  successors,  to  pre- 
scribe and  direct  all  that  we  may  deem  it 
our  duty  to  prescribe  and  direct,  (o  conso- 
lidate the  said  Company  more  and  more, 
to  render  it  stronger,  and  to  purge  it  of 
abuses,  should  they  ever  creep  in,  which 
God  avert.  It  now  remains  for  us  to  ex* 
hort,  with  all  our  heart,  and  in  the  name 
of  our  Lord,  all  Superiors,  Provincials, 
Kectors,  Companions,  and  Pupils  of  this 
re-established  Society,  to  show  themselves, 
at  all  times,  and  in  all  places,  faithful  imi- 
tators of  their  Father ;  that  they  exactly 
observe  the  rules  prescribed  by  their  great 
Founder;  and  that  they  obey,  with  an 
always  increasing  zeal,  the  useful  advices 
and  salutary  counsels  which  he  has  left  to 
his  children. 

In  fine,  we  recommend  strongly  in  the 
Lord,  the  Company  and  all  its  members 
to  our  dear  sons  in  Jesus  Christ,  the  illus- 
trious and  noble  Princes  and  Lords  tem- 
poral, as  well  as  to  our  venerable  brothers 
the  Archbishops  and  Bishops,  and  to  all 
those  who  are  placed  in  authority:  we 
exhort,  we  conjure  them,  not  only  not  to 
suffer  that  these  religious  persons  be  in 
any  way  molested,  but  to  watch  that  they 
be  treated  with  all  due  kindness  and 
charity. 

We  ordain  that  the  present  letters  be 
inviolably  observed,  according  to  their 
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form  and  tenour,  in  all  time  coming; 
that  they  enjoy  their  full  and  entire  effect  | 
and  that  they  shall  never  be  submitted  ta 
the  judgment  or  revision  of  any  judge, 
with  whatever  power  he  may  be  invested 
—declaring  null  and  void  any  regulation 
made  to  encroach  on  the  present  our  pon* 
tifical  declaration,  either  knowingly  or 
from  ignorance  ;  and  this,  notwithstanding 
any  apostolical  constitutions  and  ordi* 
nances,  especially  the  Brief  of  Clement 
14,  of  happy  memory,  beginning  with  the 
Words  Domimu  ac  Kedsmpior  nosier,  issued 
under  the  seal  of  the  Fisherman  on  the 
22d  July  1773,  which  we  expressly  abro- 
gate, as  far  as  contrary  to  the  present 
Order. 

It  is  also  our  will,  that  the  same  credit 
be  paid  to  Copies,  whether  in  manuscript 
or  printed,  of  our  present  Brief,  as  to  the 
original  itself,  provided  they  have  the 
signature  of  some  notary  public,  and  the 
seal  of  some  ecclesiastical  dignitary  ;  that 
no  one  be  permitted  to  infringe  upon,  or 
by  any  audacious  temerity  to  oppose  any 
part  of  this  Ordinance :  and  should  any 
one  take  upon  himself  to  attempt  it,  let 
him  know  that  he  will  thereby  incur  the 
indignation  of  Almighty  God,  and  of  the 
holy  Apostles  Peter  and  Paul. 

Given  at  Rome,  at  Santa  Maria  Mag^ 
giore,  on  the  7  th  of  August,  (7*  Id  us  Au- 
gust!,) In  the  3rear  of  our  Lord  1814,  and 
the  15th  of  our  Pontificate. 
(Signed,)    A.  Cabdin.  Pro-datakivs. 

R.  Cardin.  Braschi  Honesti. 

Visa 
De  Curia  D.  Testa. 
(L.  S.)    Registered,  F.  Lavizzarius: 

A  Memorial  of  the  Tuscan  Legislation  in 
Ecclesiastical  Matters;  presented  to 
Lord  Burphersb,  February  23,  1815. 
(Translation.) 

Ever  since  the  time  of  the  Florentine 
Republic,  the  Tuscan  Government  has 
been  extremely  watchful  that  no  authority 
whatever,  particularly  that  of  the  Coor,t  of 
Rome,  should  infringe  on  its  sovereign 
rights.  To  this  end  no  act  or  decision  of 
Foreign  Powers  were  allowed  to  be  car- 
ried into  execution  within  the  Tuscan  ter« 
ritory,  without  the  previous  permission  or 
licence  of  the  Lords  (Signori)  ;  nor  could 
any  ecclesiastical  living  be  taken  posses- 
sion of  without  a  similar  licence,  tt  being 
held  as  an  unquestionable  maxim,  that  the 
nomination  to  all  vacant  Sees,  should  in* 
variably  fall  on  the  individual  selected  by 
Government. 
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After  the  erection  of  Tascany  into  a 
principality,  Cosmo  L  esublithe'd  a  par- 
ticular office  of  Jaritdiction,  which  name 
it  bore,  filled,  in  the  first  instance*  by  the 
celebrated  Lelio  Torelli;*  and  purposely 
intended  for  the  preservation  of  tbie 
Prince's  rights  from  any  attempt  that 
might  be  made  upon  them  by  Foreign 
Fovrers. 

This  office  of  Jurisdiction  existed  until 
the  period  of  the  French  infMioOf  and  has 
since  been  re-established. 

Various  measures  have  been  adopted  at 
difierent  periods  by  the  Austrian  Govern- 
ment, in  order  to  retain  in  its  own  hands 
the  Ecclesiastical  Jurisdiction,  and  thus 
repair  the  injury  caused  bv  the  consi- 
derable emission  of  money,  which;  under  a 
thousand  pretexts,  found  its  way  from 
Tuscany  to  the  Pontifical  Court. 

The  first  of  these  measures  was  the  law 
of  Amortisaazione,  now  in  force,  by  which 
the  acquisitions  of  the  Church  were  limited ; 
and  all  persons  or  religious  bodies,  bound 
bv  ecclesiastical  vows,  were  thereby  de- 
clared as  mainmort  (manimorte)  and  in* 
capable  of  acquiring  property. 

The  next  step  was  that  of  abolishing  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Episcopal  Courts  in 
matters  of  pure  justice,  transferring  it  to 
the  Civil  Tribunals  ;  the  former  retaining 
simply  the  power  of- taking  cognizance  of 
fpiritual  affairs,  and  of  matters  of  con- 
science. As  to  what  regards  the  pretended 
immunity  of  the  Ecclesiastics,  the  Bishops 
were  directed  to  transfer  their  authority 
over  them,  once  for  all,  to  the  respective 
Courts  at  Civil  Law ;  so  that  every  Eccle- 
siastic, in  common  with  all  other  citizens, 
has  been  equally  Subject  to  the  measures 
of  justice  and  police,  exerted  by  the 
Secular  Magistrates. 

The  tribunal  of  the  Inquisition  was  sup- 
pressed, as  incoherent  with  the  benignity 
of  the  Church,  and  as  inefficient. 

The  regulations  of  the  Apostolic  Chan- 
cery, with  all  the  consequences  thereof, 
established  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  to 
Kome  the  revenue  of  the  greater  number 
of  livings,  were  wholly  abolished,  and  the 
faculty  of  disposing  of  them,  at  whatever 
'time,  and  in  whatever  manner  the  vacancy 
might  occur,  was  restored  to  the  Bishop. 
The  same  measure,  however,  could  ,not  be 
applied   to  the  consistorial    livings,   and 

*  A  celebrated  Florentine  Jurisconsult 
and  Statesman,  who  flourished  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  1 0th  century.  He  pub- 
lished a  revised  "edition  of  thq  Pandects. 


tbe^  were  consequently  soppreued,  i 
their  funds  destined  for  the  relief  of 
parishes  most  in  need  of  it 

In  regard  to  the  Episcopal  Tables* 
Revenues,  it  has  always  been  insiited  bj 
as  a  right,  that  the  Pope'i  nomiQaiic>i 
them,  should  fall  on  the  fint  naoedio 
list  of  three  individuals  proposed  by 
Prince  to  the  Holy  Father,  for  that  S, 

The  capitals  and  income  of  tbe  J 
Companies,  and  of  several  religioui 
ders,  which  had  been  suppressed, « 
likewise  applied  to  the  same  end,  of 
lieving  the  parishes  which  stood  oost 
wanti 

,  A  maturer  age,  than  bad  been  da!< 
mined  by  the  council  of  Trent,  wuh 
upon  as  the  period  for  making  diM 
vows ;  and  all  kind  of  lofloeDcc  m'\ 
Convents  in  Tuscany  was  Uken  a« 
from  the  superiors  and  generals  of^ 
same  Orders,  belonging  to  foreign  Dati« 

The  Bishops  were  directed  to  presni 
list  of,  and  to  solicit  the  Prince's  approi 
tion  for  the  individaala  wiio  inteflded 
take  Orders ;  nor  were  aoy  oftht  Bisbt 
allowed  to  print  and  pobilift  my  P'^'^^' 
oration,  or  circular  letter,  withoot  tbe  pi 
vious  revision  and  perminion  of  GoTe( 
ment 

It  was  moreover  insiated  oponi  "^ 
briefs  and  dispensatiooa  coning  k 
Rome,  should  immediately  be  forni^j 
with  the  Rcgium  eseqwtur ;  and  tir«  »< 
jecu  were  further  eujoioed,  not  to  ^«  '^ 
any   more  auch  dispensatiooi  or  bneti 

without  previous  permissioa. 

As  to  the  right  of  Regalia  htWV 
the  Sovereign  over  vacant  liviogt,  a  P" 
vision  was  made  by  iostitatiog  t  rt>J> 
board  of  Economy,  under  ih« «»''{ 
which,  all  such  liriogs  were  placed,-^ 
a  full  declaration,  that  the  afretrJl>* 
not  be  considered  as  dae  to  tbe  »^ 
appointed  rector,  except  in  la*"^ 
where  the  Government  had  notoib«f» 
disposed  of  them.  This  measure  «o!  o 
tended  to  the  Episcopal  reveooes,^ 
which  the  Pope  wm,  by  a  Cooc^^ 
forbad  to  impose  any  pension,  e^c  p^ 
the  two  richest,  namely,  those  ol  r^^ 
Areuo ;  and  even  in  respect  lo  tjc*^  .^ 
the  pensioners  were  to  be  naroed  d. 

These  laws,  adopted  and  beWJ^ 

'■  ' '  *  ■  — "ThTfflj* 

♦  Mensa  Veseovile,  ^^^iZm 
tenance,  properly  spcakingi  oi         ^ 
'  -his    Family   and   Chspier-^ 
Revenue. 
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um 


by    the  Anitrtan    Goverament, .  suffered  i  hours  the  repeated  and  impetoous  sbocka 

aome  alteration  under  the  administration      '"  '"""  »•«     .•       ... 

of  the  Bourbons;  but  never  did  a  com* 

plete  eubversion  take  place  of  that  ancient 

system  of  juridical .  legislation^  which  is 

again  called  into  action  at  this  moment^  as 

far  as  the  circumstances  of  the  times,  and 

the  confusion  of  things,  frcjgi  past  events^ 

will  permit  so  to  do. 

23d  February  1815.      ,  ^ 


,    Delivered  to  me  as  the  Regulationa  of 
the  Tuscan  Go? ernmeo^  by  order  of  the 
Secretary    of    Sute   charged    with    the 
foreign  affairs.  Monsieur  Fossombroni. 
(Signed).  Burgueash. 

15  March  1815. 


OF 


Vote  op  Tbanrs  to  the  Duke 
York.]  Sir  J.  Mqforibank$,  in  puc/iuance 
of  the  notice  he  had  gi?en,  rose  to  pro- 
pose A  Vote  of  Thanks  to  the^Duke  of  Yprk 
for  his  conduct  as  CommantferMn*chief. 
He  said  that  he  could  assure  the  House 
he  was  not  actuated  by  any  undue  motives 
of  private  or  party  feelii^i  as  he  trusted 
those  who  knew  him  would  be  ready  to 
vouch.  He  had  not  even  the  honour  of 
being  known  to  his  Koyal  Highness;  and 
bis  sole  reason  for  coming  forward  pn  this 
occasion,  was  his  hope,  that  the  House 
might  be  induced  to  express  their  sense 
of  the  high  services  rendered  by  his  Royal 
Highness  to  the  country*  during  the  long, 
period  in  which  he  had  bad  the  chief 
command  of  the  army*  His  Royal  High- 
Bess's  conduct  both  in  the  dispensation 
of  promotions,  and-  in  all  the  complicated 
military  arrangementa  which  his  station 
bad  imposed  upon, him,  had  evinced  an, 
activity  and  a  discrimination  which  re- 
dounded to  his  honour.  The  illustrio^8 
Chief  by  whom  the  recent  glorious  vie* 
tory  had  been  obtained,  had,  on  the  oc- 
casion of  his  appearance  at  the  bar  of  that 
House  to  acknowledge  their  congratuli^- 
tions.  on  his  return  from  the  Peninsula, 
observed,  that  to  the  bravery  of  his  troopii, 
and  to  the  high  state  of  equipment  in 
which  they  were  maintained  by  the  ex- 
cellent regulations  of  bis  royal  highness 
the  Commander-in-chief,  he  was  indebted 
for  the  power  of  achieving  those  exploits 
which  had  acquired  for  htm  the  approba- 
tion of  Parliament.  Tbe  value  of  those 
regulations  was  still  more  unequivocally 
evinced  on  the  late  memorable  occasion. 
By  the  ample  means  afiforded  them,  in 
addition  to  their  native  courage,  the  Bri- 
tish army  had. been  enabled  to  resist  for 
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of  the  enemy.  Like  the  stubborn  oak^ 
which,  with  its.  roots  deeply  fixed  in  tbe 
earth,  withstood  tbe  fiercest  blasts  of  the 
storm,  oiir  gallant  troops  had  borne  with- 
out dismay  tbe  hottest  assaults  of  the 
French,  army,  ui^til  at  length  the  moment 
arrived  when  in  their  turn  they  became 
the  assailants,  and  carried  destruction  into 
the  ranks  of  tbe  foe.  Late  as  was  the 
period  of  the  session,  he  trusted  that  the. 
House  would  not  hesitate  to  express  their 
approbation  of  the  high  and  meritorious, 
services  rendered  to  the  country  by  tim 
duke  of  York ;  and  all  that  he  regretted 
was,  that  the  motion  had  not  been  made 
by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  in 
the  pretty  and  modest  manner  in  which 
he  usually  brought  forward  similar  pro- 
positions—t  A  laugh].  Let  the  question, 
however,  originate  with  whom  it  might,, 
the,  nation  was  under  the  deepest  obiig*« 
tions  to  his  Royal  Highness^  and  he 
earnestly  hoped  that  Parliament  would, 
assist  in  discharging,  the  debt.  .  Leavuo^. 
it  to  their  own  sense  of  justice,  he  would, 
not  trouble  them  any  further  thaa  by 
moving, 

"  That  the  Thanks  of  this  House  be  \ 
given  to  Field-marshal  his  royal  highnesa 
the  Duke  of  York,  Commander»in*chief  of 
bis  Majesty's  forces,  for  his  continued, 
effectual,  and  unremitting   exertions  la 
the  discbarge  of  the  duties  of  his  bigb 
situation^  dur^ing  a  period  of  upwards  of 
twenty  ye^s,  in  which  the  British  army 
has  at^ined  a.  state   of  discipline    and 
militory  science  hitherto  unknown,  and 
which,  under  Providence,   have   contri-*. 
buted,  in  a-  great  degree,  to  acquire  for 
this  empire  its  present  height  of  military, 
glory  among  the  nationa  of  Europe.'' 

The  Qumcellor  qf  the  Exchequer  was  far 
from  opposing  the  motion,  although  he 
certainly  was  of  opinion,  that  it  would 
have  been  brought  forward  with  more 
propriety  at  the  close  of  the  services  ia 
which  our  army  was  engaged.  In  no 
instance  had  any  proposition  of  this  nature 
been  made  at  a  previous  period.  At  the^ 
same  time,  he  was  sure  that  the  Houso^ 
woukl  do  justice  to  the  motives  by  which 
the  hen.  .baronet  was  actuated,  and  to  the 
feelinga  which  be  had  expressed  en  thf^ 
present  occasiQn,-^feelinga  excited  by  the 
recollection  of  the  glorious  exploits  of  oar 
brave  troops,  who,  by  the  active  exertions 
of  his  royal  highnesa  the  Commander* 
in-chief,  were  pot  in  possession  of  thos# 
means  which  bad  been  wielded  with  ao 
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Aioch  success  by  (betn  apd  thtrf  ithstrioos 
eomtntoder.  In  ad?erthigto  this  sabject, 
Ike  couM  not  refrain  from  bbsertiog,  thai 
it  was  a  pectiltar  and  gratifying  fkct  that 
tfae  whole  extent  of  the  senriccs  rendered 
by  the  duke  of  Wellington  and  the  Bri* 
tish  army  w«s  known  to  us  not  by  the 
modest  reciul  of  his  (Iface  himself*  but 
by  the  narrative  of  our  Allies  and  by  the 
cfonfessioQS  of  th^  enemy.  Those  who 
<tompared  these  rarious  documents  would 
f^el»  that  among  the  eminent  qualities  of 
bur  gr^at  commander,  th^  modest  simpll- 
dty  with,  which  he  i'elated  his  own  ex- 

Eloits  was  by  no  meani  the  least.  It  was, 
oweter,  perfectly  true,  as  had  been  said 
by  the  hpn.  baronet,  thai  the  exertions  of 
<ror  galfant  troops  could  not  hare  been 
iUccessAil,  InA  they  not  been'  hi  a  state  of 
finrivalled  organisation.  This  was  the 
ease  with  erery  branch  of  the  service. 
Whether  the  Houie  considered  the  un* 
rfiaken  firmness  and  intreptditv  with  which 
the  infantry  sustained  the  shock  of  the 
eaemy,  or  the  tehemence  and  force  with 
which  the  carahry  charged  the  hostile 
ranks,  they  must  feel  .that  much  was  at- 
tributable to  the.  military  equipment  and 
•Trangemenlv,  wbitb  it  had  been  his  Royal 
Highness's  sole  object,  Ibr  many  years,  to 
approximate  as  nearly  to  perfection  as 
possible.  Ho  had  not  particularised  the 
merits  of  tiM  arttHery*~iiot  because  he 
was  insensible  of  their  extent  and  im- 
portance, but  because  that  was  a  branch 
of  serrice  not  hmnediately  under  the 
anperintendence  of  the  illustrious  per- 
flonage  who  wis  the  object  of  the  hon. 
baronet's  motion. 

General  Femman  said,  he  had  had  an 
opportunity  bfwitnessing  the  rapid  growth 
and  progress  of  the  antoy,  since  it  had 
b^n  placed  under  tfae  command  of  his 
reyal  highness  the  duke  of  York ;  and  he 
considisred  it  as  a  duty  he  owed  to  the 
House  and  the  country,  to  state  that  it  was 
his  Arm  belief  that  the  advantageous  state 
of  the  army,  undier  fats  Soyal  Highness, 
was  deriTed  in  a  great  measure  from  him. 
He  #a#  happv  in  hating  this  opportunity 
of  paying  his  tribute  to  the  merits  of  the 
Commander-in-chief. 

Mr.  Weaem  said,  it  was  wfth'  conside- 
rable reluctance  hh  rose  to  make  any 
obfectfon  to  a  motion  Itke  the  present, 
but  he  thought  he  was  bound  to  do  so, 
and  it  was  on  constitutional  grounds  alone 
that  he  flsade  his  opposition.  He  trusted 
the  House  would  do  him  the  justice  to 
Miete  that  he  was  actuated  by  no  wish 
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to  detract  ftom  the  merits  of  tbe  tUisatii 
person  at  the  head  of  the  arasy.  S^ 
from  this,  he  was  ready  to  allow,  to 
fullest  extent,  the  serricea  of  tbe  R^i 
Duke.  He  was  not  competent  to  j^ 
of  those  serTfces  with  accoracy  hhss 
but  he  was  ready  to  take  tbe  cone  or 
testimony  of  those  who  w«re  compei 
judges  in  their  fii,rour»  aod  to  abide 
that  decision.  He  gate,  therefore, 
fullest  credit  to  the  merita  of  his  B<9 
Highness;  but  he  could  not  disting< 
the  constitutional  character  of  that  offi 
frotii  the  personal  character  and  rank 
the  Royal  Duke;  aod  he  l>eKevcd  thai 
the  omce  of  Commander-in  chid'  h 
been  filled  by  any  other  peraoo  liaii  U 
Royal  Duke,  the  prescDt  motioa  eeol 
not  have  been  entertatnerf  by  the  Rsss 
He  saw  nothing  to  dlstingm^  the  oB 
of  Commander-in-chief  frooa  that  of  si 
other  member  of  the  administrations 
diflerence,  for  instance^  between  it  « 
that  of  Masterwgeneral  of  the  Ordnan^ 
the  Secretary  at  War,  or  Lord  Comm 
sioner  of  the  Admiraltr.  J>'tf  h  ei 
enter  Into  the  contemplalieo  of  ftrhame 
to  return  thehr  thanks  to  any  of  tbe  p< 
sons  holdinf  these  eeeeral  ofbces?  I 
Would  challenge  the  Home  to  produce 
single  precedent  in  point»  with  the  excrj 
tion  of  the  rote  of  list  seation  in  favoor< 
hn  Bo val  Highness.  Sbcb  a  Tote  utU 
now  demanded  woaM  go  to  creaie  a 
anomaly  in  the  Constttution.  How  dk 
the  Constittttion  knew  of  bia  RoytlHigh 
ness  as  Commander-in-chief?  How  did  i 
know  that  the  Royal  Duke  troold  not  b< 
mnoYed  from  his  office  to-morrow  ?  7^ 
could  not  know  him  constitutionally,  i 
the  House  shooM  hereafter  wtah  to  vm 
an  address  for  his  removal  from  dkz^ 
the^  might  be  impeded  by  tbia  ac.  d 
their  own;  At  the  close  of  the  last  «V| 
when  the  thanks  of  the  House  were  ^^lA 
to  the  narr  and  army,  and  when  scarce; 
forty  members  were  present^  it  was  ^^ 
oat  any  prerioos  nonce,  proposed  bjt^^ 
member  for  Taunton  (Mr.  Baring),  U 
when  the  House  Toted  their  thanks  to  ih 
army,  the  duke  of  York  ought  to  bti^ 
eluded.  He  certainly  considered  xhni 
unconstTtutfonal.  But  if  the  thanks  wIks 
were  now  moved  for  had  been  postpooe^ 
to  a  similar  period,  to  the  close  of  a  ^\ 
there  would  be  the  less  objection  todM 
measure.  He  conshlered  tbe  time  tfi' 
manner  in  which  this  motion  bad  beeS 
brought  forward,  independently  of  n^ 
objections,  m  eztrem^y  nofatnoauf^ 
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Ibe  dul^e  of  York.  It  w«f  unbriiMMte 
ihyat  no  ootice  bad  been  given  of  such  a 
gnoitooy  till  after  another  bon.  ffentleman 
bad,  tone  eveningi  ago,  introduced  inip 
another  discussioo  the  character  and  aer^ 
vicea  of  the  duke  of  York.  It  was  more 
unfortanate  atill  that  the  present  motion 
should  instantly  follow  the  rejection  of  the 
£rant  to  the  duke  of  Cumberland*  that  it 
should  appear  to  arise  out  of  that  rejec- 
tion, and  that  it  ahoold  be  brought  for- 
irard  on  so  short  a  notice  at  so  lata  a 
period  of  the  session.  It  would  appear  as 
^i  the  discussion  of  the  grant  to  the  duke 
of  Cumberland  had  suggested  the  present 
inotion*  If  the  House  must  adopt  a  mea- 
aore  of  this  sort,  let  it  be  postponed  to  the 
termination  of  the  war,  and  after  a  full 
%nd  fair  notice^  If  he  should  not  be  con- 
vinced by  some  stronger  reasons  thaa  apy 
-vbich  he  had  yet  heard,  he  would  gi^e 
his  vote  against  the  motion. 

Sir  y.  Mq^orikemki  assured  the  I^ae, 
Ihat  bis  motion  was  altogether  nncoa- 
nected  with  the  question  lately  agitated, 
respecting  another  Royal  duke. 

Mr.  iVcUid^  Poie  said,  that  he  should 
trespass  for  a  short  time  upon  the  attention 
of  the  House.  Agreeing  perfectly  as  he 
did,  with  every  sentiment  that  had  fallen 
/rom  his  right  hon.  friend  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Ejcchequer,  he  should  hare  little 
more  to  do  than  to  eacpresa  that  concor- 
rence :  he  was  anxiousy  however,  to  hear 
testimony  to  the  exertions  of  the  jUiis- 
trions  person  who  was  the  aejbject  of  the 
present  motion,  and  to  endearofir  to  lay 
before  the  House  the  sense  entertained  of 
)iis  services  by  a  noble  relation  4»f  his  now 
in  the  command  of  the  army  abroad.  It 
pvah  perhaps,  rather  nofprtunate  tbnt  i)ie 
boB.  member  who  had  brought  forwai^ 
the  motion  lied  selected  the  present 
moment,  for  that  purpose.  It  certainly  in 
bis  judgment  woold  have  been  better  to 
have  postponed  it  till  the  great  work 
which  the  doke  of  York's  exertions  iMd 
enabled  our  army  so  gloriouslv  to  com-  < 
meace,  bad  been  consummated;  that^in 
bis  opinion,  would  have  been  the  prosper 
time  for  the  House  to  have  expressed  tJbeir 
fense  of  the  eervices  of  the  illustrions 
puke.  He  was,  however,  fully  oonvinced 
Ibat  in  briwing  forward  this  motion  Ibe 
ion.  mover  bad  been  actuated  only  by  the 
most  p^re  and  honourable  motive^  ^mmI 
^y  sentiments  truly  Britisli.  The  hon. 
^^leman  who  had  just  sat  down  (the 
inember  for  Smcx^)  ohiected  to  thia  motion 
#  beUii  «»ooistitati(»eL   Ho  lOTWiiMd 


ittbbeimo^ptimtional  for  the  Hoose  of 
Commons  tp  confer  their  thanks  upon  a 
prince  of  the  blood,  although  his  merit 
m  a  great  and  important  office  might  havp 
rendered  the  greatest  services  to  thestat(^ 
Ae  thought  that  tde  rank  of  the  diike  it 
York  should  operate  ^  a  kind  of  bar^  ^ 
prevent  the  House  of  Commons  from  cout- 
sideriug  and  acknowledging  his  services.^ 
and  that  Parliament  could  not,  and  ought 
not  to  do  for  a  person  so  illustrious,  tuat 
wMch  it  could,  and  woold  do  for  anr 
private  indiviaoal,  who  had  rendered  suca 
eminent  servicea  to  the  country.  Thesp 
objections  appeared  to  him  tp  be  utterly 
vgroondless.  Whether  the  services  werp 
performed  by  a  prince  or  by  an  individui^ 
of  inferior  rank,  tb^  competence  of  Parliar 
ment  to  confer  the  high  reward  of  il^ 
thanks  could  not  be  questic^ed.  Uppp 
what  groAinds  could  such  a  vote  of  thaniqp 
be  considered  as  unconstitutional  ?  Here 
was. a  jc9Mti  of. an  individual,  no  matt^* 
whet  his  rankp  who  was  appointed  to# 
hijfh  and  most  important  office,  whicji 
office  he  had,  for  la  great  number  of  yearf, 
executed  in  such  a  manner  as  toexcitp 
universal  admiratioii;  and  it  was  no^ 
gravely  argued,  that  Parjliament  fttionldncifc 
thank  that  ii^ividual,  because  be  was  it 
prince  of  the  bleod  ;«^tjbtis,  it  seemed,  madp 
4t  oaconstitutionid :  bat,  according  to  the 
hon.  Kentleman,  ther^  vas  another  reaso|i 
for  the  vote  proposed  being  unconstitit* 
tional.    <'  If  the  Hoose,^  said  the  hoo- 

fentleman,  "  now  thaidc(^d  the  dpke  cjf 
rork«  they  might  herea&er  £nd  it  exp 
tremely  difficult  to  censure  bim  should  hie 
future  conduct  pnerit  such  a  proceedingit 
.they  might  wiiii  to  have  bim  remove^ 
from  his  office,  aod  this  vote  would  standi 
in  their  way  f*  thet  is  to  say.  Parliament 
oi^bt  not  to  reward  the  .distinguished  serr 
vices  which  an  individual  might  reoder  to 
the  state,  because  be  might,  at  some  futuro 
{Mriod  of  his, life,  do  something  which 
should  induce  Parliament  to  with  hino 
r/emo?ed.  If  tbat  was  a  right  principle  to 
act  nponp  why  bad  J^liameot  thaokep 
.and  rewarded  the  duke  of  Welliugtoa,  or 
any  other  of  those  eminent  individuala 
who  bad  distinguished  themselves  in  th^ 
public  service  ?  Could  it  be  for  a  moment 
contended,  that  because  Parliament  haa 
thanked  tfaat  noble  doke,  that  it  had  thereby 
givepi  up  the  power  of  judging  of  his  futurf 
conduct  with  the  same  jealonsy  as  ibe^ 
would  the  conduct  of  any  other  public 
servant?  God  forbid  1  The  thanks  of  that 
House  were^  ix^e«4#  »  goaraatiae  for  tl)p 
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fotare  goo^  conduct  of  the  indiTidotl  #lio 
receiTed  them,  because,  ientible  of  their 
ligh  value,  he  would  be  naturally  anxious 
not  to  forfleit  such  an  honourable  dntine- 
tion;  haX  they  were  no  guarantee  to 
prevenr  the  House  from  judging,  and,  if 
necessary,  from  censuring  the  conduct  of 
any  public  servant,  be  it  the  duke  of  York;» 
1>e  it  the  duke  of  Wellington,  or  any  indi- 
i^idual,  whatever  his  rank  or  whatever  his 
services.  To  contend  that  the  thanks  of 
Parliament  would  fetter  its  future  pro- 
ceedings, would  indeed  be  td  advance  an 
Unconstitutional  principle.  But  there  was 
Boraething  extremely  inconsistent  in  the 
argument  of  the  hon.  member  upon  this 
bead  :  be  first  objected  to  the  vote  of 
thanks  as  unconstitutional,  and  afterwards 
expressed  his  wish  that  the  motion  had 
%ttfi  put  off  till  the  conclusion  of  the  war, 
or  till  the  next  session,  when  it  might  at 
least  be  discussed  with  a  full  attendance : 
but  if  it  was  unconstitutional  to  vote '  the 
thanks  of  ihe  House  to  the  duke  of  York 
mw,  it  would  be  equally  so  at  the  end  of 
the  war,  or  at  any  other  period ;  the  time 
when  the  TOte  was  proposed,-  could  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  principle  of  it.  If 
it  were  unconstitutional  now,  it  must  be 
equally  so  at  all  times :  and  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman vvould  find  it  difficult,  if  he  ad- 
mitted the  possibility  of  the  propriety  of 
the  vote  at  any  time,  to  argue  its  uncon- 
itituttonality  at  present.  He  had,  indeed, 
listened  with  astonishment  to  every  part 
of  the  hon.  gentleman's  speech.  He  was 
inot  less  surprized  at  his  objecting  to  the 
Yote  M  being  unconstitutional,  than  he 
^as  at  his  taking  so  cold  and  formal  an 
objection  to  it.  as  the  want  of  precedent : 
the  hon.  gentleman  says^  ''  I  can  find  no 
precedent'  for  such  a  vote !  The  services 
^f  the  duke  of  York  are  ondisputed-*-every 
snail  in  the  House,  every  man  in  the 
country  acknowledges  them;  but  before 

?roQ  express  your  thanks  for  those  services 
ook  for  a  pi'ecedent,  and  if  your  musty 
old  records  do  not  furnish  you  with  one, 
let  your  gratitude  be  buried  in  silence,  and 
let  the  illustrious  Duke  go  without  his 
proudest  reward— the  Thanks  of  the  House 
of  Commons.''  One  precedent,  indeed, 
the  hon.  gentleman  had  at  last  discovered; 
but,  by  a  most  extraordinary  specijes  of 
ireasoning,  he  had  found  out  that  it  was 
Slot  applicable.  ''  It  is  true,"  says  the 
bon.  gentleman,  ^'  that  the  House  of 
Commons  were  so  deeply  impressed  with 
the  eminent  services  of  the  duke  of  York, 
that  it  paued  last  year  an  uAaaimoos  Tote 
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of  thanks  to  his  Royal  Htgboeas  r'  a  prec^ 
^ent  directly  in  point,  and  created  by  tj 
extraordinary  merit  of  the  very  individo 
whose  services  we  are  called  npon  i 
acknowledge;  yet  thia  precedeot  mg 
not  be  followed,  though  it  met  with  tfa 
universal  approbation  of  the  con  airy. 

He  trusted  the  Hoote    would    excoj 
him  if  he  expressed  himself  with  loia 
warmth  upon  this  subject,  bat  it  was  a] 
most  impossible  to  comaient  with  per^ 
coolness   upon   such  objections  as  the^ 
which  had,  upon  thit  occasioiip  been  $a^ 
mitted  to  ldk«  House-^Hear,  hear !]    Rj 
principal  Aject  in  rising,  however,  w^ 
not  to  reply  to  them,  but  to  atate  wiiat  hi 
knew  to  be  a  fact,  that  the  sioble  l^e 
at  the  head  of   the  army  mbroad  cwld 
not  have  won  the  battle  which  had  iiWd 
every  breast  with  esultatioot  and  frbid 
had  produced  such  intereatiog  results,  r 
it  had  not  been  for  tbe  ooremttting*  ik 
extraordinary,  and  the  tfble  exertions  d 
the  duke  of  York ;  indeed  that  illostrt(»s 
personage  had  long  been  in  tbe  babic  d 
giving  up  his  whole  time  to  his  pohh 
duties;  and  upon  the  late  oceatton  vi  wai 
by  very  great  assiduity  he  had  t>een  en^ 
abled  to  overcome  great  and  aenooa  diffi' 
culties  which   were'  to    be   enconmere:! 
before  he  could  form  su<ih  an  army  2? 
that  which  -  had  obtained  the  late  sigr^L 
victory.    For  twenty  yeara  the  army  tu: 
been  in  a  slate  of  constant  improvefflfflt; 
and  he  could  assure  the  Hoote,  tkat  tbt 
duke  of  Wellington  looked   with  adoira* 
tion  and  astonishment  at  the  grest  and 
beneficial    alterations    which    bad  bees 
efiected  in  tbe  army,  by  the  anremitted 
exertions  of  the  duke  of  York ;   hut,  abo^e 
all,  by  the  strict  impartiality  with  wbick 
he  discharged  tbe  duties  of  bis  high  oficr. 
His  noble  relation  was,  he  knew,  tben 
all,  astonished,  contidering  tbe  im»eB« 
extent  of  the  charge  which  was  threva 
on  the  duke  of  York,  that  so  few  griev- 
ances existed,  and  at  the  promptitude  asa 
impartiality  with  which  they  were  cmr 
ciliated  and  redressed  whenever  they  wen 
brought  before  his  Royal  Highness ;  tkerr 
was  no  part  of  bis  conduct  wbich  tk 
duke  of  Wellington  more  admired  tkti 
the  impartial  administration  of  hir  hfk 
office,  and  to  nothing  did   he  so  mKk 
attribute  the  perfection  to  which  the  araf 
had  attained.     He  had  recently  reccini 
a  letter  from  the  duke  of  WelltogtoD,  is 
which,   after  stating  that  he  had  nem 
taken  so  much  pains  about  a  battle,  sod 
had  naver  been  10  n^ar  being  bettes ;  kt 
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expressed,  in  the  strongM  terms,  his  on- 1 
bounded  admiration  at  the  conduct  of  the 
British  army— infantry,  cavalry,  artillery 
-—all  performed  wonders  on  that  glorious 
day.  knowing,  as  be  did,  all  these  facts, 
he  could  not  sit  silent  and  hear  such  a 
motion  attempted  to  be  got  rid  of  by  a 
mere  constitutional  quack«— [Hear,  hear ! 
on  the  Opposition  side.]  He  wished  that 
every  man  fn  the  House,  and  in  the  coun- 
try, should  hear  and  know  what  the 
grounds  were  upon  which  this  motion  was 
opposed  by  the  member  for  Essex.  He 
observed,  an  bon.  gentleman  opposite  to 
bim  (Mr.  Bennet),  who,  from  his  manner 
and  gesture,  seemed  to  support  the  objec- 
tion. Ho  was,  he  confessed,  astonished 
that  any  man  could  be  found  in  that 
House,  after  the  unexampled  services 
which  the  army  had  rendered  to  their 
country,  and  to  Europe,  to  object  to  a 
motion  of  thanks  to  the  illustrious  person 
who  had  brought  it  to  its  high  state  of 
perfection— upon  wlfat  he  most  continue 
to  call  (without  meaning  any  offence  to 
the  bon.  gentleman)  a  constitutional  quack; 
but  he  ^  was  still  more  surprised  that  any 
gentleman  who  had  ever  belonged  to  the 
army,  who  bad  ever  borne  arms  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  could  appear  to 
concur  in  such  a  mode  of  depriving  the 
illustrious  Doke  of  that  reward  which  he 
'hiid  so  richly  merited,  and  to  which  he 
was  certain  the  whole  British  army  con- 
ceived him  to  be  justly  entitled — [Hear, 
hear!]  Mr.  Pole  concluded  with  giving 
bis  decided  support  to  the  motion. 
"  Mr.  Baring  justified  the  part  which  he 
bad  taken  last  session,  when  the  name  of 
the  duke  of  York  had  been  wholly  omitted 
in  the  proposed  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
army.  He  thought  the  right  bon.  gentle- 
roan  who  spoke  last  would  have  acted 
much  more  wisely  in  considering  coolly 
the  arguments  which  had  been  most  mo- 
destly  stated  by  bis  bon.  friend,  who  had 
not  ottered  a  single  syllable  agsinst  the 
conduct  or  character  of  the  Commander- 
in-chief,  than  in  adopting  a  tone  of  warmth 
altogether  uncalled  for.  His  hon.  friend 
had  merely  doubted  whether  the  Com- 
iaander*in-chief  was  not  more  a  civil 
officer  of  the  Government  than  the  com* 
fiSander  of  ihiB  ibrces  properly  so  called. 
He  himself  thought  that  there  was  a  dis- 
tinction between  the  Commander-in-chief 
and  any  officer  nnder  Government.  He 
.concurred  with  bis  bon.  friend  and  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  in  thinking, 
thatihis  wm  1M  «  lime  for  bringing  for- 


ward ft  subject  like  the  present;  but 
whenever  the  vote  was  proposed,  he  felf 
it  his  duty  to  concur  in  it.  At  the  same 
time,  he  did  not  think  it  very  constitu- 
tional to  call  on  the  House  to  vote  their 
thanks  every  six  or  nine  months.  He  did 
not,  howe?er,  see  that  the  motion  could 
with  any  propriety  be  withdrawn,  al  tbs 
motives  might  not  generally  be  under- 
stood.  He  hoped  the  vote  of  thanks 
would  be  followed  up  with*another  motion, 
for  an  additional  provision  to  his  Royal 
Highness;  and  if  any  proposal  of  that 
nature '  should  be  made,  he  should  also 
feel  It  his  duty  to  give  it  his  support^ 
With  respect  to  the  services  of  the  duke 
of  York|  most  gentlemen  were  aware  thac 
they  were  of  a  description  to' take  up  « 
great  portion  of  his  time.  Hardly  any 
department  of  government  had  been  more 
regularly  attended  to.  He  bad,  indeed, 
been  informed  that  his  Royal  Highness 
was  at  his  office  more  regularly  than  th9 
chief  of  any  department  under  Govern- 
ment, and  that  all  the  results  bad  been 
produced  by  the  most  unremitted  exer- 
tions. His  Royal  Highness  bad  now  been 
a  great  number  of  years  in  his  office,  with** 
out  having  received  any  addition  to  his 
provision.  It  stood  the  same  now  as  it  was 
twenty- five  years  ago.  He  suggested  tbcf 
propriety  of  relieving  his  income  from 
some  of  the  incumbrances  contracted  by 
him  from  the  want  of  economy  natural  to 
youth,  and  to  his  high  rank.  No  state  of 
the  finances  bught  ever  to  induce  them  to 
disregard  claims  which  were  entitled  to 
their  gratitude. 

Mr.  WiWraham  Bootle  replied  to  the  ob« 
jtpctions  urged  to  the  motion  by  the  hon.' 
member  for  Essex,  and  denied  that  it  had 
originated  in  an  invidious  desire  to  raise 
the  character  of  one  Royal  Duke  at  the 
expense  of  that  of  another.  In  his  mind 
the  present  question  had  no  connexion 
with  any.  former  subject  of  discussion. 
He  could  see  no  reason  why  the  House 
should  be  bound  by  precedent  when  votes 
of  approbation  were  necessary.  It  bad 
been  asked,  why  motions  of-  approbation 
on  the  conduct  of  the  Lords  of  the  Ad-* 
miralty  and  the  Masters-general  of  the 
Ordnance,  were  not  proposed  ?  To  this 
he  would  answer,' that  tbey  bad  not  served 
for  twenty  years,  as  had  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  Commander-in-chief  of  the  forces; 

Colonel  Wood  supported  the  metion« 
and,  to  prove  that  the  Commander-in-chief 
was  particularly  entitled  to  the  thanks  of 
th«  Hgiwo,  begg^  to  remiad  tb^m  what 
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i»i  hten  the  titiiatioii  of  the  vmjr  when 
Uke  duke  of  York  was  first  pai  at  loo  beai] 
of  it.  At  that  period  a  practice  bad  ob- 
tained of  buying  commiMions,  and  of  run* 
Oing  op  persona  io  the  sertica«  wbo  bad 
intereit  so  rapidly,  ibat  it  was  not  nncom* 
iDon  for  the  person  named  in  one  Gasetta 
as  an  ensign,  to  appear  in  another,  m  few 
4ays  after,  at  a  lieutenant-colonel.  In  tbia 
manner  mere  boys  frequently  got  placed 
in  tbe  command  of  regiments.  The  duke 
iif  York  pot  an  end  lo  tbis  syatem;  be' 
instituted  gradations  of  serfice,  by  wbick 
it  was  necessary  tbat  every  officer,  what- 
ever bis  connections  might  be,  should  go  ] 

ibroogb  a  certain  course  of  service,  be*  i  ingratitude.    He  sincerely  regretted^  ibat 
fore   be  could  be  promoted;    and  this    the  brother  of  the  duke  of  Wellinc^too  had 
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sistio^  of  three  battalioiv#  tn'   the 
sbopric  of  Osnaborgb.    He  considered  b 
Bo^  Highness  to  be  amply  provided  for 
If  It  coulnbe  proved  otherwise^  he  aboold 
be  open  to  conviction. 

Mr.  WkUhtead  thought  the  Hooee  shouM 
not  be  called  on  to  thank  tbefcommander- 
in-cbief  of  tbe  forces,  any  more  than  ibt 
bead  of  any  other  d^partmen^  ^ivfaich  had 
equally  contributed  to  the  eificiancy  of 
the  ^all^nt  army  that  acbieyed  ifat 
triumph  of  Waterloo.  He  waa  aorry  for 
tbe  tone  assnmad  some  by  geoilemea*  who 
seemed  to  regard  any  hesiiat^  lo  cimcar 
in  tbe  motion  as  little  less  ibao  ass  act  of 


salutary  regulation  had  never,  in  one  soli 
tary  instance,  been  broken  in  upon.  He 
noticed  various  improvements,  of  which 
the  duke  of  York  bad  been  the  author, 
and  spoke  .particularly  in  praise  of  tbe 
present  system  of  tactics  which  be  had  in- 
Sroduced.  These,  which  twenty  years 
fgo  were  unknown  in  the  British  service, 
were  so  simple,  yet  so  applicable  to  everv 
purpose  of  movement  that  now  British 
tjreop  meeting  from  remote  parts  of  the 

8 lobe,  could  at  once  unite  and  act  toge- 
ler.  This  was  aeen  in  the  late  battle. 
Oar  infantry  (though  it  was  not  a  picked 
army),  though  exposed  to  a  most  murder- 
ous fire  of  artillery,  whenever  they  were 
approached  by  cavalry,  instantly  threw 
tbeaiselves  into  squares,  and  uniformly 
tfeat  off  the  enany.  The  confidence  of 
tbe  duke  of  Welliogton  in  tbea  wu  such, 
l^at  when  be  saw  the  French  cavalry  ad- 
tsnce^  be  instantly  threw  himself  into  the 
centre  of  that  baualiun  which  was  nearest 
ta  bim,  and  remained  there  till  the  char^^ 
was  over.  Tb«  English  foot  then  fell 
back  about  >dOO  yards,  juai  out  of  range 
of  the  enemy's  asuskets.  The  French 
im&ntry,  on  seeing  this,  advanced*  und 
tben  tbe  English  de|^oyed,  4:barged  with 
tbe  bayonet,  and  drove  them  baciu  This 
Statement  of  their  movements  ainst  prove 
the  |>resent  system  of  tactics  the  best  in 
the  world.  The  duke  of  Wellington  had 
aitid,  tbat  ibe  infantry  waa  never  for  a  mo- 
vient  shaken.  He  boped  the  thanks  of 
the  House  H*ould  be  uaanimoasly  voted  ao 
^e  Commaiider*in-chief. 

Mr.  Makuen  admitted  the  claim  of  tbe 
dake  af  York  to  the  .gratitude  of  ihecoaa- 
try.  but  ceuld  not  think  anv  iacrease  of 
bis  iuGome  necessary.  He  bad  ig|OQQl 
as  bis  ducal  incomsb  ll^OOOiL  more  on  his 
marriage  ibe  Istngimfyt  af  Goardsj  can- 


thought  fit  to  take  so  high  aod  ao  load  a 
tone  upon  tbis  subject,  as  if  the   House 
would  be  deficient  in  its  duty  if  it  did  aos 
concur  io  the  motion  before  it ;  aioce  it 
was  ooquestionsbly  a  subject  tbat  adsniucd 
a  doubt,  even  if  it  cenld  not  be  said  tbat 
the  proposition  was  not  altogether    im- 
proper.   He  agreed  in  tbe  conatitational 
doctrines  laid  down  by  bis  boo.  friend 
(Mr.  Western) ;  but  still  be  thoagfaf  tbal 
tbe  sufcjiect  having  beea  bronght  forward, 
and  the  services  of  the  illastrions  I>uke 
being  generally  admitted,  it  iK>uld  not  be 
a  gracious  act  to  refuse  tha  aiotioa.    Aa 
ban,  gentleman  under  the  gallery  had,  oa 
a  former  occasion,  thrown  out  a  bint*  that 
a   pecuniary    remuneration    should    be 
granted  to  the  illustrious  Puke.    Tbe  boo. 
gentleman  evidently  eould  have  bad  no 
other  object  in  view,  because  tbe  questioa 
before  the  Houses  at  the  time  be  men- 
tioned the  services  of  the  duke  of  York  as 
worthy  of  reward,  was  a  grant  of  money 
to  a  member  of  the  Boyal  ifamily.    B^ 
fore  tbe  House  agreed,  in  the  present  mo- 
men^  to  sack  a  proposition  as  tha^  they 
would  do  well  to  give  it  all  the  atteniioa 
which  it  demanded.    However,  laying  all 
this  aside^^laying  aside  dlBerent  topics 
which   had  been   mixed    up   with   tbe 
present  ouestioa^-^wishii^  the  hoa.  geni- 
tlemaa    had   oot  now  bcov^cbt   forward 
his  motioa-*4md  thaakiog  bis  boa.  friend 
for  the  constitutional  view  he  bad  taken 
of  tbe  su^ject^^till,  lookri^  to  the  com^ 
pliments  wbiob  had    beea  puid  to  dif 
duke  of  York-<*>compliflBiants,  tbe  result 
not  of  partiality,  but  of  con?iction*-fae 
conceived  the  House  ought  40  agN^  u  tba 
resolution.     When    it  was  vecaUected^ 
tbat,  by  tbe  exaaUeaoe  0i  ;tbe  sysisaa 
whicb  had  beea  matsrod  bf  Mw  duke  of 
Terl^  a  aiwd^v  orviBops  iwa  waWed  to 
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act  togetber,  wlio  bad  never  before  beep 
employed  in  a  enited  operatiOTi»  no  person 
Could  deny  bit  Royal  Righness  praise; 
and,  admitting  praise  to  be  dae,  it  would 
be  rather  extraordinary,  when  the  ques- 
tion came  before  them,  to  say  that,  on 
accoont  of  any  collateral  circamstances, 
it  ought  to  be  withheld. 

Lord  Barnard  was  of  opinion,  that  no 
man  was  more  deserrtog  of  the  thanka  of 
that  Hoose,  and  of  the  country  at  large, 
than  the  duke  of  Tork.  The  duke  of 
Wellington  never  could  have  gained  so 
many  glorious  victories,  but  for  the  skill 
and  discipline  of  the  British  army-^that 
^kill  and  discipline  had  been  fostered  bjr 
the  duke  of  Tork;  and  therefore  hi$ 
Hoyal  Highness  was  worthy  of  every  ho* 
noitr  thai  could  be  conferred  on  him  by 
parliament.  The  satisfaction  given  by  his 
Boyal  Highness  to  the  army  was  uni- 
versal. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Besi  said,  from  what  he 
knew  of  the  constitution  of  the  country, 
be  had  no  hesitation  in  declaring,  that  the 
present  motion  was  perfectly  parliamen- 
tary. Thme  wbo  opposed  it,  on  consti- 
tutional grounds,  were  not  at  all  justi- 
fied in  their  opposition.  Some  gentlemen 
expressed  themselves  hostile  to  the  mo- 
tion, for  fear  it  should  be  drawn  into  pre- 
cedent. He  should  be  very  happy,  if 
many  opportunities  occurred,  in  which 
such  a  precedent  could  be  fairly  acted  on. 
And  if  ,no  precedent  at  present  existed, 
no  case,  he  conceived,  could  more  pro* 
perly  call  for  the  establishment  of  one, 
than  that  which  they  were  now  consider- 
ing. It  was  observed  by  an  hon.  gentle- 
man, that  the  duke  of  York  was  at  the 
head  of  an  inferior  department,  and  that, 
if  thanks  were  voted  to  him,  the  head  of 
every  other  department  might  consider 
himself  entitled  to  the  same  honour.  He 
looked  upon  this  a^  a  very  extraordinary 
observation,  and  one  that  carried  no 
weight  whatever  with  it.  He  could  con- 
ceive no  reason  that  should  debar  the 
House  from  voting  thanks  to  the  head  of 
any  civil  department,  whose  conduct  was 
so  beneficial  to  the  public  as  to  demand 
that  mark  of  approbation.  He  should 
certainly  vote  for  the  motion,  although  he 
was  sorry  it  had  not  been  postponed  till 
the  army  had  attained  the  great  objects 
(the  security  of  this  country,  and  the 
liberation  of  Europe)  which  it  was  now 
occupied  in  efiectmg;  He  wished  that 
the  motion  had  been  postponed  until  an 
Address  of  Thanks  bad  been  proposed  to 


anoAer  illustrione  Fersonagt,  an  whosa 
merits,  but  for  the  aitvation  be  h^  tb^ 
honour  of  filling,  he  would  expatiate  at 
length^— and  to  whom  the  country  was  no 
less  indebted  for  its  glb^yi  than  fo  hina 
whose  exertions  were  the  subject  of  thefir 
consideration  that  night  u  the  duke  of 
Wellington  had  conquered,  who  place4 
the  power  to  canouer  In  his  banded  Tha 
Prince  Regent !  if  tha  duke  of  Welling- 
ton had  triumphed,  who  called  him  to  tha 
situation  in  which  his  great  abilities'  bad 
shone  with  so  much  lustre)  TbePrloca 
Regent!    Let   the   House    consider   tha 

gesture  of  public  affairs  when  the-Prioe4 
tegent  assumed  the  reins  of  governmaatk 
The  doke  of  Wellington  was,  atthat  tim^L 
cooped  within  the  lines  of  Torres  Vedraa 
—and  the  only  government  then  eartstinf 
in  Spain  was  shut  op  in  Cadia.  It  waa 
then  a  question,  whether  the  country 
should  give  up  the  contest,  or  ooattnaa 
the  struggle  to  the  last.  In  this  eonjonc* 
ture,  the  Prince  Regent  adopted  the  prini* 
ciples  of  those  who  wished  us  to  proceed 
•—instead  of  following  the  adfice  of  in^i^ 
viduals— (given,  no  doubt,  with  tha  ut- 
most sincerity ]-i-which,  if  pursued,  woold 
have  placed  the  country  in  a  sitaatioft 
very  different  from  that  in  whficb  it  at 
present  stood.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Serjeant  concluded  by  observing,  that  if 
soma  person  of  more  weight  and  eaLpa- 
rience  than  he  possessed*  did  not  bring 
forward  the  question  to  which  be  bad  al« 
loded,  he  would,  at  a  future  period,  when 
this  country  had  conquered  peace  a  ssn 
cond  time,  submit  a  motion  to  the  Hoasa 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Alderman  C.  Smkk  spoke  in  favaat 
of  the  motion, 

Mr.  Addmgtcn  thought,  that  aftar  bav»* 
iog  expressed  the  gratitude  of  the  Housh 
to  our  great  Commander,  notlitng-eoold 
be  more  just  than  to  extend  our  nationiA 
acknowledsments  to  the  Royal  Duke,  to 
whom  the  heroic  Wellington  himself  had 
stated  he  owed  the  means  by  which  ha 
had  been  able  to  achieve  all  his  triumphs, 
and  especmlly  his  last  stupendoas  victory. 
Mr.  ForUi  thought  that  it  would  ba 
proper  for  ministers  to  propose  a  pecus 
niary  grant  to  reward  the  services  of  tha 
duke  of  York,  as  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  the  nation  to  confer  any  additional  ho* 
nours  on  bis  Royal  Highness.  He  cor^ 
dhHy  concurred  in  the  present  Vote  of 
Thanks. 

Mr.  Han  Dunr  spoke  sfaorily^ntftvoar 
of  the  motion. 
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Sir  J.  Majoribtnkt  replied.  The  qtiet- 
tion  was  iben  pai«  and  carried  without  a 
difition* 

BtBAD  AssiXK  Rei>aAL  Bill.]  Mr. 
f,  Lewis  presented  a  Petition,  signed  by 
#00  Master  Bakers,  praytns  that  the  Bill 
now  in  progress  through  the  House  for 
4he  purpose  of  abolithing  the.  assize  of 
l>read  in  London  and  its  viciotty,  might 
be  passed  into  a  law. 

The  Petition,  after  a  few  words  from 
Alderman  Atkins,  was  laid  on  the  table. 
,  Mr.  Alderman  Atkins  presented  a  Peti- 
tion from  the  Master  and  Wardens  of  the 
3akers  Company,  against  the  Bill.  The 
petition  complained  that  the  measure  had 
lieeo  introduced  at  so  1  ate  a  period  of  the 
aeuion ;  and  expressed  the  coufiction  of 
.(he  petitioners,  that  it  would  be  mis* 
chieTotti  to  them,  and  not  at  all  beneficial 
io  the  public. 

Mr.  P.  Lewis  said,  it  at  first  sight  must 
appear  strange,  that  two  parties,  seem- 
ingly connected  with  the  same  trade, 
aboold  express  sentiments  so  very  dissi- 
milar. But  the  fact  was,  that  scarcely  a 
J  arson  whose  name  was  signed  to  the  last 
^etitioa  was  a  baker.  The  petitioners, 
.though  calling  themselves  bakers,  were 
chiefly  mealmen  and  flour-factors. 
.  Mr.  Alderman  Aikins  supported  the  al- 
legations contained  in  the  Petition. 

Mr.  Alderman  C.  SmUh  observed,  that 
last  session  be  had  introduced  a  Bill  nearly 
aimilar  to  that  now  before  the  House,  and 
Jie  had  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
bakers  were  perfectly  satisfied  with  iL 

Mr.  Rose  said,  the  Bill  went  merely  to 
abolish  the  assise,  and  the  principle  had 
been  long  considered,  both  by  the  House 
and  by  the  trade.  No  further  delay  was, 
therefore,  necessary.  It  was,  he  conceived, 
most  desirable  that  the  Bill  should  pass  io 
the  present  session. 

.  Mr.  Lockhari  could  see  no  reason  for 
refusing  to  try  an  experiment,  under  the 
regulations  proposed  in  the  Bill|  for  a  year. 
If,  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  it  was 
,not  found  to  answer,  the  bakers  could 
come  before  the  House,  armed  with  facts, 
instead  of  arguments  and  assertions. 

The  Petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  F.  Lewis  moved  the  Order  of  the 
Day  for  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Bread  Assize  Repeal  Bill. 
,  Mr.  Alderman  Aikins  asked  the  bon. 
gentleman  whether  it  was  his  intention  to 
press  this  Bill  through  the  House  daring 
ibe  present  session  ?   ' 
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Mr.  F.  Lewis  laid,  he  was  so  satisfies 
the  importance  of  this  Bill,  that  it  wu 
intention  to  press  it  ihroogh  the  H. 
with  as  little  delay  as  posaibie. 

Mr.  Alderman  Aikins  objected  to  i 
decision  being  coine  to  on  the  Btil  a: 
late  an  hour,  and  when  there  were  so 
members  presenL     He  ahould  oppose 
report  being  received. 

Mr.  F.  Lewis  would  aooner  abandon 
whole  measure  than  riak  it  by  attempt 
to  affix  the  assize.  He  had  do  objeci 
however,  thaf^tbe  measure  ahoold  t>e  cc 
meoced  from  the  1st  of  Aogost,  in^t 
of  the  present  period;  no  material  cbac 
in  the  price  of  graio  oould  take  plare  t 
tween  that  time  and  the  next  mertio^ 
Parliament,  when,  if  necesarj,  a  k«  re 
gulatiou  could  be  enacted. 

After  a  few  yfprdt  from  Mr.  Alderc 
C.  Smith,  and  Mr.  AldermaD  Aikins, . 
1  St  of  September  was  agreed  apon  for : 
operation  of  the  Bill.  Mr.  Alderman  i 
kins  then  contended  for  the  necesstt\ 
trying  the  experiment  of  eoforctng  i 
principle  of  the  Assize.  After  a  i 
words  from  Mr.  D.  Giddy,  and  Mr.  Lot 
hart,  the  Bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  t 
third  time  to-morrow. 
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Vaccination  Bill.]     Earl  Sunk^d 
served  upon  the  Vaccination  l^U,  wbio 
he  conceived    peculiarly    exceptioDsbU 
proposing  as  it  did  to  levy  half  a  miV.ici 
upon    the    means    of   the    public,  nrl 
a  view  to  profit  the    iaoculatioo  of  i^ 
Cow-pock. .  The  noble  earl  animadrer^j 
upon  the  comparative  roeriu  of  the  isdc. 
lation  for  the  Cow-pock  and  the  Ssu 
pox,  stating,  that  of  1730  persons  ioocj^ 
lated  at  the  Small-pox  hospital,  atPaocn^ 
only  one  died,  and  of  lO«O0O  inocuUidi 
out  of  doors  only  ten  died,  while  of  ib:M 
inoculated  for  the  Cow- pock  one  ot  u 
died.     Yet  it  was  proposed  to  securt  >tc2 
extraordinary  advantages  to  the  latter  « 
this  Bill  had  in  contemplation,  ahbocg: 
the  very  advocates  of  the  Cow-pock  ad- 
mitted that  the  matter  used  in  inocohui 
was  often  such  that  it  could  noi  afford  uf 
security  against  the  SmalUpox.  The  n^bk 
earl  remarked  upon  the  several  expedics'^ 
resorted  to  with  a  view  to  force  this  sjivti 
of  Vaccination.  A  noble  lord  (Borincdo: 
some  time  since  proposed,  that  any  i&» 
in  which  the  small-pox  appeared  $boci 
be  surrounded  with  flajga  to  warn  pM^ 
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Bexkgtn,  and  that  Bill  was  scooted;  yet 
the  presant  measurey  which  was  eqaally 
ridiculous,  was  obtruded  upon  their  lord- 
ships from  the  other  House,  He  con- 
cluded with  qioTipg  that  the  Bill  should 
be  read  a  second  time«  19  order  to  follqw 
up  that  with  a  motiop  that  the  Bill  should 
be  rejected. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time, 
sifter  whicl^a  on  the  motion  of  earl  Stan* 
hope^  it  was  rejected. 

LicBNSBp  Victuallers.]  Earl  Gr^ 
presented  a  Petition  Crom  t,be  Licens^ 
Victuallers  against  the  additional  tax  im- 
posed on  them  during  the  present  session. 
lie  ataied,  that  having  withdrawn  the  Pe- 
tition on  a  former  night,  to  give  time  for 

H     n/vnttiilaraimn   of    the  pOlOt  of    fofm  ob- 


iist  it,  he  should  present  it  now. 
ype  that  all  obstacles  to  its  recep^ 
^re  removed, 
je  Lord  Chancellor  said,  he  found,  on 
>king  into  the  subject,  that  in  the  year 
U786,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
aesircb  for  precedents,  in  a  case  of  the 
same  nat^iref  where  the  prayer  was  di- 
neeted  against  a  Tax  Bill,  in  its  progress 
through  parliament.  The  first  of  these 
was  from  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Common 
Counqil  of  London,  respecting  the  tax  oh 
tobacco,  w^ich  was  received.  The  second 
H^as  from  the  persons  concerned  in  tbe 
trade«  and  was  a)so  received.  Bat  the 
petition  from  the  merchants,  which  related 
lo  another  sobject,  and  on  which  the  in- 
vestigation took  place,  was  rejected.  Such 
was  the  state  of  the  'authorities  on  the 
point. 

Earl  SUmhppe  said,  that  the  precedents 
stated  by  the  noble  lord  on  the  wool- 
tack  were  conclusive  in  favour  of  the  re- 
ception of  the  petition.  As  to  whether 
they  would  hear  evidence,  it  was  quite 
another  question;  but  if  they  were  to 
deofde  against  receiving  petitions  on  the 
subject  of  Tax  Bills  in  progress,  how 
were  they  to  know  the  merits  of  what 
they  were  enacting  ?  He  had  himself  pre- 
sented a  petition  against  a  whole  descrip- 
tion of  Taxes,  some  of  which  were  then 
passing  through  Parlii^ment ;  and  as  their 
lordships  had  such  a  precedent  in  favour 
of  the  rights  of  the  people,  he  trusted  they 
vonld  not  depart  from  it  in  the  present 
instance. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
t^ble. 

Pau>aT  AnoLiTiOM  Bill.}    The  Barl 
of  Lauderdalfi  rose  to  move  t^e  Cpmoutial 
(VOL.XXXL) 
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of  the  Pillory  Abolition  Bitl^,     He  ex- 
pressed bis  regret  at  being  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  proposing  this  subject  for  their 
lordships  cons^ide ration  at  so  late  a  period 
of  the  session ;  but  that  was  Tkf>i  his  fault, 
and  far  less  was  it  the  fault,  of  his  learned 
and  excellent  friepd.  (IVIr.  IVJ.  A,  Taylor), 
who  had  originated,  this  Bill  in  the  other 
House.     He  h^d  pps^p^gned  it  from  time 
to  time,  in  or^der,,  if  possible.,  tp  have  the 
advantage  which,  with  respect  to  a  subject 
pf  this  nature,  must  result  from  the  at^ 
tendance  of  the  noble  and  learned  lord  o» 
the  woolsack.     He  was  aware  that  before 
proposing  any  material  alteration  in  th^ 
criminal  law  of  this  country,  he  ought  t^ 
have  given  a.  great  deal  of  attention  t(r 
the  subject :   but  the  criminal  law  in  this 
particular   point   was    so   very   different 
from  every  other  paft  of  it,  tb^t  he  had 
no  heaitation  in  pressing  this  Bill  upon 
their  lordships  attention,  even  with  the 
limited  examination  which  it  had  been 
ia  his  power  on  the  present  occasion  to 
apply  to  the  subject  matter  of  the  quesr 
tion.    The  punishment  of  .the  pillory  had 
been  condemned  by  almost  all  those  who 
bad  studied  and  written  upon  the  philo- 
sophy of  criminal  law,  almost  by  all  the 
politicians  who  had  attended  to  its  nature 
and   effects,  and  even  by  some  of  the 
judges  who  had  to  apply  it.    No  principle 
in  criminal   law  was   better  established 
than  this,  that  the  punishment  ought  tp 
be  commensurate  to  the  offence.     In  thi{i 
respect  the  punishment  of  the  pillory  waa 
extremely  ol^ectionable*     In  one  of  the 
older  statptesjt  it  was  put  in  the  alternative, 
that  a  man  should  pay  a  fine  of  20s.  or  be 
put  in  the  pillory,  so  that  the  same  punish- 
ment was  to  be  inflicted  on  one  who  could 
not  pay  20s.  as  on  one  who  had  attempted 
to  commit  an  unnatural  and  abominabla 
crime.    Such  a  state  of  the  law  was  a  disi» 
grace  to  the  age  and  country  in  which  it< 
existed.    Anptber  jemarkabLe  feature  in 
this   punishment  was  its  gross  inequality 
and  uncertainty.      The  punishment  wai^ 
not  that  which  was  consonant  to  the  nature 
of  the  offence  or  to  the  intention  of  th^ 
Court  which  awarded  it,  but  depended  on 
the  humour  of  the  mob.    The  case  of  Df«, 
Shebbeare  was  a  remarkable  one.     He 
had  been  sentenced  to  the  pillory;  but 
though  this  was  intended  as  a  disgrace,  \% 
turned  out  a  sort  of  triumph.    He  was  put 
upon,  but  not  in  the  pillory ;   the  sheriff 
held  an  un)tu-ella  over  his  head  to  sheltet 
him  from  the  xma  or  the  sun ;   and  a  ser« 
vant  stood  by  to  attend  upon  and  ban^ 
(4C) 
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him  refreahment,  while  he  was  at  the 
^aroe  time  applauded  by  the  spectators : 
ao  that  the  ponishment,  instead  of  being 
disgraceful  to  him«  was  an  insult  upon 
the  law.    Another  case  applicable  to  the 
point  was  that  of  Daniel  Isaac  Eaton.    He 
sad  been  pot  in  the  pillory  for  a  Tery 
serious  offence,  that  of  endeaToaring  to 
throw  contempt  and  ridicule  on  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  the  Christian  reli- 
gion ;  ana  as  an  example  to  the  prisoners, 
he  presumed,  he  was  pilloried  opposite  to 
Newgate  gaol :    but  the  crowd,  probably 
from  some  mistake  as  to  the  nature  of  his 
offence,  applauded  him.   In  this  case,  too, 
the  punishment  was  far  more  lenient  than 
the  judges  intended.    In  other  casd^  it 
was  more  severe  ;    for  instance,  when  the 
punishment  of  the  pillory  was  inflicted  for 
offences  which  had  a  tendency  to  exaspe- 
rate the  feelings  of  the  populace,  such  as 
the  attempting  to  commit  an  unnatural 
and  horrible  crime.    Neither  the  law  nor 
the  judge  intended  that  this  crime,  abo- 
minable as  it  was,  should  be  punished 
with  death,  and  yet  such  was  freauently 
the  result.    The  death,  too,  which  such 
criminals  sometimes  met  with  was  more 
severe  than  the  punishment  of  death  when 
inflicted  in  the  ordinary  way.    He  him* 
self  had  witnessed  an  instance  of  this  in 
J780.    A  person  was  pilloried  in  South* 
wark  for  an   unnatural  crime,  and    the 
criininal  was  so  treated  by  the  mob  that 
he  actually  died  the  moment  he  was  taken 
from  the  machine.     Judge  Eyre,  in  a 
case  where  one  had  by  perjury  attempted 
to  swear  away  another  person's  life,  bad 
refrained  from  inflicting  the  punishment 
of  the  pillory,  on  the  very  ground  that 
the  punishment  might  in  reality  be  dif- 
ferent from  what  the  Court  intended.     It 
might  be  said,  however,  that  it  was  too 
late  in  the  session  to  go  into  the  subject, 
because  no  other  punishment  was  pro- 
posed  by  this  Bill  to  be  substituted  in 
those  cases  where  that  of  the  pillory  was 
to  be  abolished.    But  he  saw  no  great 
inconvenience  in  abolishing  the  punish- 
ment of  the  pillory  at  present,  and  leaving 
the  offences  in  which  it  had  been  usually 
inflicted  to  the  punishment  by  6ne  and 
imprisonment,  till  some  additional  regu- 
lations should  be  framed  in  a  subsequent 
session.     He  therefore  submitted  that  the 
Bill  ought  to  proceed  even  in  this  session, 
and  moved  that  it  be  now  committed. 

Lord  Ellenhorough  felt  some  pain  in  ad- 
dressing their  lordships  'on  this  subject, 
differing  as  he  did,  in  some  particulars. 


Ueeiued  VktuaUert.  j 

from  the  noble  earl  who  had  jostut 

As  for  himself,  he  certainly  had  no 

cular  attachment  to  this  melbod  ofpi 

ment ;  but,  for  the  sake  of  the  pobl 

was  bound  openly  and  plainly  to  m 

opinion  to  their  lordsbipi.    He  bd 

in  habits  of  friendship  with  the  Terr 

thy  person  who  had  introdaced  thii 

and  had  no  doubt  it  was  introduced 

the  best  and  purest  motivei;  botib 

was  certainly  defective  even  hi  hii 

view  of  the  subject ;  for  if  the  pooisl 

were  to  be  abolished,  it  wosld  bereij 

at  the  same  time  to  stibstitote  some 

punishment  in  its  place.  This  the ftl 

not  done.     He  could  not  admit,  hm 

that  the  punishment  ought  to  k  i 

gether  abolished,  becaose  there  wr 

veral  offences  to  which  it  wis  aorei| 

cable  than  any  other  that  coold  be  fv 

With  respect  to  the  ineqoatitj  nii 

certainty   of  which  the  noble  eari 

spoken,  the  objection  might  be  in  s 

degree  applied  to  all  other  pDniibait 

unless  the  officers  of  the  laweoirostedi 

the  execution  did  their dotj,  hthei 

of  Dr.  Shebbeare,  the  sberifibsdoo«/< 

their  doty.     They  had  held  an  ambrc 

over  his  bead,  as  stated  by  the  noble  e 

and  he  believed  that  a  lemot  stood  m 

and  supplied  him  with  refreshmeou; « 

indeed,  the  sheriiTs  had  lo  far  betra) 

their  trust,  that  he  was  not  properly! 

into  the  pillory  at  all.    Boi  fteii ' 

sheriff  was  afterwards  punisbeii  bf » 

and  imprisonment.    Dtniel  I$«mJJ 

who  had  before  been  known  asancfcj* 

was  pilloried  opposite  to  NcegaK  "[ 

vile  and  blasphemous  •t^I^'^'T 

the  nativity  of  our  Savioor,  of  wiMd!. 

well   as  other  fundamental  docinjs 

our  religion,  be  spoke  in  a  ^«^ 

ing  to  every  pious  and  well-di«fH>«"' 

The  reason,  however,  for  ordenogw 

be  piRoried  opposite  Newgate,  t» 
.titedbythenobleeirij 


exactly  that  stated  ^ 
Court  thought  that  this  was  an  «^ 
which  would  excite  the  popoUriDjV 
tion,  and  they  ordered  him  ^J^Ki 
in  that  place,  that  in  case  lift  «2" 
endangered,    he  might  be  bornw 
Newgate  and  protected,    'j^^ 

during  his  exposure  ^^^^^^^^L^^i 
were  said  to  have  applat't'cd;  "    . 

difficult  in  sbch  a  case  to  sor^ 
pillory  with  persona  of  the  ^«^ 
tion,  in  order  to  alleviate  the  i«J  . 
disjjrace?  JKven  if  a  person jejeJ-^J 

degraded  as  not  to  feel  i»*  "^j-tf 
this  exposure  in  bis  owo  persoD> 
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amp.l«  would  be  salutary  in  its  efifect  on 
others.    Theii«  aa  to  the  puninhment  being 
more  severe  than  was  intended^  the  officer 
wwsLB  empowered  to  see  to  the  proper  eze* 
cution  of  the  sentence,  and  arm  himself 
vrith  the  whole  force  of  the  potse  comikUus 
for  that  purpose^  if  necessary ;  but  it  was 
no  good  argument  against  the  punishment* 
to  say  that  it  was  not  properly  executed ; 
if  nat,  that  was  the  rault  of  the  officers 
who  had  the  charge  of  the  execution ;  and 
such  officers  might,  by  possibility,  beiray 
their  Trust  with  respect  to  other  punish* 
meats  as  well  as  this.  This  punishment  was 
aa  old  as  1269.     The  old  historians  spoke 
of  it«  and  of  the  care  which  was  necessary 
in  the  officer  to  prevent  its  exceeding  the 
jnat  measure*    Th^  criminal  was  to  be 
panisbed  by  disgrace  and  exposure* '  saUis 
tamen  membris  et   vita/     The^  punish- 
ment was  not  confined  to  this  country. 
I>u  Cange  spoke  of  it  as  existing  on  the 
Continent*   the  offender  being    exposed 
Utdibrio  omnutm.     Considering    that  the 
punishment  had  existed  so  long,  and  that 
DO  regulation  was  made  for  the  substitu- 
tion of  another  punishment,  he  could  not 
agree  to  the  passing  this  Bill.     He  was 
adverse*  at  any  rate*  to  this  sweeping  abo- 
lition* though  he  admitted*  that  in  the 
jnsunce  mentioned   bv  the  noble  earl* 
vrhere  it  might  be  inflicted  on  a  person 
because  he  was  not  able  to  pay  20*.*  and 
in  some  other  instances*  it  might  be  abo- 
lished :  but  in  cases  of  perjury  and  fraud* 
and  in  some  others*  the  punishment  was 
particularly  suited  to  the  offence*    and 
ought  to  be  preserved.    The  subject  could 
not,  however*  be  sufficiently  considered 
this  session.     He  himself  had  never  in- 
flicted the  punishment  when  alone  on  the 
circuit*  except  in  one  instance*  where  he 
had  ordered  two  persons  to  be  put  in  the 
pillory*  for  having  taken  a  bribe  for  as« 
sisting  in  the  escape  of  French  prisoners ; 
an  offence  which  the  Legislature  soon  after 
made  felony*  punishable  by  transportation* 
In  former  times— he  did  not  allude  to 
times  of  peculiar  severity*  but  even  since 
the  reign  of  George  the  First^-the  punish- 
inent  bad  been  inflicted  in  three  cases  for 
one  in  which  it  was  now  inflicted.    It  had 
been  usual*  too,  to  send  the  offenders 
round  the  courte  with  labels  on  their  fore- 
heads, specifying  their  offence*  and  then 
to  pillory  them  two  or  three  times.     The 
practice  was  milder  at  present*  from  an 
fttention  to  some  peculiarities  in  the  times, 
yhicb  judges  applied  in  the  exercise  pf  a 


sound  discretion.   He  moved*  that  the  Bill 
be  committed  this  day  two  months. 

The  Lord  Chanetllor  was  of  opinion  that 
there  were  offences  with  respect  to  which 
it  would  be  unwise  to  abolish  the  punish- 
ment of  the  pillory ;  for  instance*  cases 
of  perjury  and  fraud,  or  cheat jng*  and 
especially  in  cases  of  m^ed  fraud  and 
perjury.  Cases  might  arise  where  per- 
sons might  attempt  to  defend  themselves 
against  a  conviction  for  fraud  of  which 
they  had  been  guilty*  by  perjury  or  sub-  3 
ornation  of  perjury.  In  such  a  case  he 
himself  would  have  concurred  in  ihe  in- 
fliction of  the  punishment  of  the  pillory, 
even  where  he  might  be  disposed  not  to 
inflict  it  where  the  ingredient  of  perjury 
or  subornation  of  perjury  might  be  want- 
ing. But  the  best  mode  of  proceeding 
would  be*  to  desire  the  Judges  in  another 
session  to  prepare  a  Bill  on  this  subject, 
pointing  out  the  cases  where*  according  to 
their  experience*  the  punishment  of  the 
pillory  was  proper*  and  the  cases  to  which* 
though  at  present  applicable*  it  was  not 
suited.  This  plan  had  been  pursued  with 
regard  to  the  Kevenue  laws*  where  those 
which  inflicted  the  punishment  of  death 
were  distinguished  from  those  which  did 
not. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  highly  approved 
of  the  sqggestion  of  his  noble  and  learned 
friend  upon  the  woolsack*  to  refer  the 
subject  to  the  Judges*  who  could  draw  up 
a  Bill*  and  state  also  their  opinions  as  to 
the  cases  in  which  the  punishment  in 
question  might  be  abolished*  and  the  cases 
in  which  it  could  beneficially  be  retained* 
And  then*  though  the  House  would  not  be 
bound  by  the  opinion  of  the  Judges*  it 
would  be  the  better  able  to  decide  as  to 
the  punishment  itself*  inasmuch  as  it  might 
practically  be  rendered  a  severer*  or  a 
more  lenient  one  than  was  intended.  He 
thought  it  an  objectionable  one ;  but  when 
he  found  it  so  long  established  by  law*  he 
was  bound  to  consider  the  inconveniences 
that  might  result  from  its  sudden  abolition. 
There  were  some  cases*  perjury  for  in- 
stance* for  which  he  thousht  the  punish- 
ment tfie  most  proper  of  any  yet  sug* 
gested ;  and  they  should  be  cautious,  how 
they  did  away  a  necessary  punishment  for 
certain  ofiences*  until  others  equally  pro- 
per or  more  adequate  were  found  ;  and 
one  of  the  mos\  efficacious  ways  of  proving 
this*  he  thought  would  be  the  expedient 
of  referring  the  subject  to  the  consideration 
of  the  learned  Judges. 
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Earl  Stanhope  objected  to  the  pi\\&ry, 
because  it  was  a  punishment  so  likely  to 
be  aoeqoal  in  its  operation :  for  instance, 
if  the  Doble  Secretary  and  himself  were 
sentenced  to  the  pillory  for  libels^  espe* 
cially  on  the  diacassion  of  the  Corn  Bill, 
his  apprehension  was  that  the  noble  Se*' 
eretary  wonid  have  been'  confoundedly 
pelted,  while  he  (lord  S.)  Would  have 
escaped  any  ill  Treatment  from  the  public* 

Tne  Marquis  of  Douglas  expressed  his 
Surprise,  as  noble  lords  seemed  generftlly 
agreed  as  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  that 
they  should  vary  when  they  came  to  the 
applicatioD  of  that  principle.  • 

*  The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  said,  that  it  was 
a  great  satisfaction  to  him  to  see  the  calm 
ftnd  dispassionate  mode  in  which  the  sub- 
ject had  been  discussed ;  and  he  was  sure 
the  amiable  mind  of  his  learned  friend 
(Mr.  M.  A.  Taylor^  would  be  highly  gra* 
tified  to  find  that  there  was  such  a  dispo* 
sition  to  improve  the  criminal  lavy  in  this 
particular  at  a  future  period,  though  it  was 
not  thought  proper  to  pass  this  Bill  in  the 
present  session.  It  would  be  in  Tain  for 
him,  thereforoj  to  press  it  any  further  at 
present. 

Ti^  Bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  com* 
mitted  that  dky  two  months. 
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Slatb  Importation  Bill.]  Mr.  Wil- 
berforce  brought  up  a  Bill  for  more  effec- 
tually preventing  the  unla«rful  importation 
of  Slaves,  and  the  holding  free  persons  in 
Slavery  in  the  British  Colonies.  On  the 
question  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  first 
time, 

Mr.  Barham  said,  he  did  not  rise  to  op- 
pose the  Bill  itself,  because  he  believed 
it  might  be  a  good  and  tiseful  Bill  if  it 
went  upon  proper  principles;  but  he  wish- 
ed to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
tome  circumstances  which  compelled  him 
to  object  to  the  Bill  in  its  present  shape 
and  form.  He  believed  it  was  intended 
to  be  the  ground-work  of  another  Bill, 
Which  would  perhaps  be  the  means  of 
producing  many  benefits  to  the  situation 
of  the  slaves  in  the  West  India  islands; 
and  to  any  Bill  that  in  his  opinion  tended 
to  the  amelioration  of  the  Condition  of  the 
slaves  themselves,  no  man  in  that  Hoosi; 
or  out  of  it  would  be  found  to  be  mbre 
friendly;  but  he  could  not  bring  himself 
to  vote  for  the  present  Bill«  becauie  it 
supposed    a   traffic  of  a  very  injurioiu 


kind,  which  he  did  not  admit  to  eXM.    h 
supposed  that  a  contraband  trade  in-aJavQ 
was  now  carrying  on  by  merchaots  aori 
planters  in  the  several  fslaiidsE,     and  i: 
proceeded  to  enact  penalties  agamst  aoci 
contraband  trade.  Now  he  contended  tfass 
beibr^B  such  an  enactment  onght  to  be 
permitted  t6  take  place,  adme  proof  afaeald 
be  addoced  that  there  was  actaaiiy  aachi 
contraband  trade  carried  on.   He  was  per* 
Soaded   that  was   not  Ihe  caae«     and  k 
thought  neither  the  hon.  member  wb^. 
brought  forward  this  Bill,  or  any  other 
person,  con  Id   possibly    prove,   oy  eves 
prt'md  facie  evidence,  that  there  vraa  taj 
such  conrraband  trade  in  esistence.    fie 
had  ano^r objection,  which  was  that  thii 
Bill  woald  be  altogetner  nugatory  and  ifr 
cfiTeetual.     It  wits  a  matter  of  great  diffi- 
culty, indeed,  to  prove  the  identity  of  a^ 
groes;    This  had  been  shown  in  irarioa 
instances,  and  the  hon.  Aiember  and  all 
those  interested  in  the  Bill  would  find  it 
to  be  the  fiMt.  The  fair  and  proper  coone 
to  pursue  would  be  to  establiah  proof  thai 
any  such  practice  really  exiated.    This 
could  only  be  done  by  inquiry,  and  to 
such  an  inquiry  he  would  gladly  afford 
every  assistance  in  his  power ;  'bat  to  make 
enactments  of  a  penalty  against  a  practice 
on  vague  and  uncertain  suppoiitlon,  was 
neither  fair  nor  just.    The  evils  against 
which  the  Bill  was  pretended  to  be  di* 
rected  had  no  real  existence;  and  If  passed 
into  a  law,  therefore,  it  could  only  be  ia 
the  spirit  of  the  advice  given  by  Orid  to 
a  lover  with  respect  to  the  affectation  el 
attention  to  his  mistress ;  **  £t  fti  nnlloi 
erit  pulvfs,  tamen  excute  nullum.**  While 
he  was  on  his  legs  he  would  obserre  that 
it  was  his  intention  in  the  next  iession  of 
parlrameot  to  revive  the  Bill  which,  hav^ 
ing  recently  passed  through  that  House, 
had  been  rejected  elsewhere.  Ih  advterting 
to  the  hoarse  language  of  a  passionate  in* 
dividual  tvhich  had  been  Used  in  another 
place  towards  himself  as  the  iramer  of  the 
Bill,  the  House,  he  w9j  sure,  would  do 
him  the  justice  to  believe  that  he  treated 
it  with  the  Contempt  which  il  deserved. 
He  could  dot,  hoWever,  help  lataentihg  the 
general  apathy  which  had  been  manifested 
on  that  subject.    Thd  Deity  of  the  African 
Institution  appeared  to  have  fallen  asleep  j 
or  p^radventure  he  Was  journiiy iHg.  With 
respect  to  the  Bill  now  introduted,  be  r^« 
peated  that  it  Was  Uncalled  for,  and  thai 
the  imputations  which  in  Its  Very  pre- 
amble  were  thrown  dh  the  eblbHies,  weri 
wholly  witboQt  foundation* 
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Mr.  W.  Smith  fully  approved  of  the  Bill 
which  had  just  been  introduced,  continced 
as  he  was,  from  all  that  he  had  hear^,  of 
its  neceastty.  He  had  received  fnfomia- 
tion  fhrni  the  best '  authority,  and  those 
kitimately  acquainted  with  the  West  In* 
dian  seas,  that  from  th^  nature  of  the 
currents  which  flowed  round  some  of  the 
iahinds,  it  was  morally  impossible  to  pre- 
vent the  tUicit  importation  of  slaves,  but 
by  Aome  auch  measure  as  that  now  brought 
in  by  his  hon.  friend.  He  was  satisfied, 
tvhen  the  hon.  gentleman  who  bad  ^ast 
spoken,  came  to  consider  the  provisiotis  of 
this  Bill,  that  he  Would  be  more  disponed 
lo  flavour  it  than  to  throw  Impedimenta  in 
Its  way. 

Mr.  A.  Browne  warmly  *  vindicated  the 
West  India  body  from  the  aspertioils  of 
his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Barfaam),  and  tfi- 
aiated  that  this  impossibility  of  proceed- 
ing in  any  inquiry  at  the  advanced  period 
of  the  session,  was  their  only  motive  for 
not  pressing  for  the  Appointment  of  a 
coonntttete  to  inquire  into  the  general  ad- 
ministration of  the  colonies;  buCbewas 
persuaded,  that  the  result  of  that  inquiry 
would  show  that  they  were  not  deserving 
of  that  obloquy- which  had  been  thrown 
around  them  in  a  pubUcation  which  had 
been  lately  given  to  the  world.— WHh 
respect  to  the  Bill  before  the  House,  he 
felt  ft  his  duty,  in  every  stage  of  its  dis- 
cussion, to  reprobate  rt,  as  a  measure 
uncalled  for  upon  any  parliamentary 
gtound,  or  by  any  evidence  wiiatever  of 
the  exfstence  of  the  evil  which  it  was  in- 
tended to  prevent :  a  measure  highly  ob- 
jectionable in  principle,  as  assuming  a 
questionable  and  hazardous  interference 
in  the  ihternal  conduct  of  the  colonies, 
and  in  its  oppressive  details  endangering 
the  whole  system  of  colonial  policy,  by 
#hich  the  security  both  of  the  properties 
and  the  lives  of  the  white  papulation  was 
preserved.  He  admitted,  that  with  the 
aense  which  Parliament  had  expressed  of 
the  nature  of  the  African  Slave-trade,  they 
might  naturally  be  anxious  to  prevent 
any  evasion  of  the  Abolition  Bill,  or  any 
clandestine  opportunities  for  the  existeilce 
of  the  evil.  But  before  they  v^ent  on  a 
pursuit  of  fresh  penalties,  of  fttStltL  enact- 
ments to  {Prevent  the  evil,  tbl^y  ought  to 
be  satisfied,  bv  the  usual  and  established 
course  -of  parliamentary  proceeding,  that 
the  evil  existed,  and  that  the  law  as  It 
stood  was  insuliicieot  for  the  purpose,  aiid 
thdt  it  vtraa  necessary  to  provide  other 
chactdieiils  to  perfect  tMir  object.   With- 
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out  this  grooitd  of  jiroceeiting,  the  Hoiise 
would  set  out  on  a  erusade  of  legislation 
derogatory  to  the  character  of  Parliament, 
and  which,  growing  out  .of  the  ardent  zesll 
and  inflamed  state  of  men's  minds  in  the 
attainment  of  a  favourite  object,  might 
lead  to  consequences  highly  injuriona  ip 
other  interests  connected  with  that  favoo* 
rite  object.  In  the  present  instance,  the 
mode  proposed  for  the  prevention  of  the 
supposed  evil  by  the  establishment  of  a' 
machinery  of  internal  regulation,  was  one 
of  a  very  unusual  nature,  and  founded 
upon  the  assumption  of  a  right  to  inter- 
fere  in  the  internal  conduct  of  the  colo* 
iTies,  questionable  in  itself;  but  which,  if 
It  did  belong  to  the  Parliament  of  this 
country,  ^11  must  agree,  should  only  be 
exercised  upon  the  strongest  groundf  of 
necessity.  If  the  clandestine  importatioil 
of  slaves  did  exist  in  the  colonies,  which 
he  deified,  and  of  which  there  was  not 
the  alightest  proof,— and  if  a  registry  o^ 
shivea  be  necessary  to  prevent  that  evil,-*« 
why  is  the  Parliament  of  this  country, 
even  if  they  possessed  the  right  of  legir* 
lathfig  for  the  colonies,  called  upon  to  pafii 
snch  a  law,  until  they  found  that  the  le-> 
gislatures  of  the  colonies  would  not  of 
themselves  do  so  ?  Would  it  not  be  v^ise 
10  see  whether  the  legislatures  themselvea 
vtill  not  co*operate  with  the  mother  coon- 
try  in  rendering  the  abolition  perfect, 
before  Parliament  resorted  to  the  unusual 
course  of  forcing  such  a  measure  upon 
them?  There  is  so^e  reason  to  believ6 
that  this  co-operation  would  be  afforded* 
In  Abtigua  there  had  been  every  disposi* 
tlon  to  promote  the  abolition,  as  the  hoo« 
gentleman  had  himself  admitted ;  and  that 
disposition  might  be  felt  in  the  other 
blandd.  Why  then  have  recourse  to  thi4 
measure,  Unless  more  was  aimed  at  thaii 
is  avowed  ?  Why  could  it  be  necessary, 
unless  this  was  intended  as  the  commence- 
ment of  a  series  of  legislation  on  the 
part  of  this  country,  which,  if  carried  ta 
the  length,  and  directed  to  the  object  pro- 
fessed in  a  work  lately  given  to  the  public, 
would  pot  at  imminent  risk  and  destroy 
the  whole  system  of  colonial  policy,  by 
which  the  property,  the  peace,  and  hap- 
piness of  individuals,  and  the  secUrityo^ 
life  itself,  are  altogether  maintained  ? — The 
melioration  of  the  state  and  condition  of 
slaves  in  the  West  Indies,  was  an  object 
that  might  Well  enter  into  the  feelings  of 
men,  and  he  would  be  glad  to  go  ertry 
rational  and  convenient  length  in  the  at- 
tainment of  ttiat  object ;  but  be  coifjurcd 
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the  Houie,  while  they  were  employed  in 
that  gratifyiog  work,  not  to  overlook  and 
disregard  the  interests  and  the  security  of 
indiridaals  who  were  unfortanately  pos* 
tessed  of  that  species  of  property.  He 
conjured  thenii  while  they  were  endea* 
Touring  to  benefit  the  blacks,  not  to  sacri- 
fice the  whites.  He  would  not  enter  at 
large  into  the  Copies  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  as  the  Bill  was  agreed  to  be  read 
the  first  lime;  but  Tiewing  the  measure 
as  one  that  had  much  of  evil  in  itself,  and 
much  of  evil  in  viewi  he  should  give  it  his 
decided  opposition  in  all  stages  of  its  dis- 
cussion. 

Mr.  P.  Moore  concurred  in  this  opinion, 
and  trusted  the  measure  would  receive  no 
further  countenance.  At  all  events^  it 
ought  to  be  preceded  by  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  op  stairs,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  bow  far  the  Acts  at  pre- 
sent in  force  for  the  prevention  pf  the 
Slave-trade  were  or  were  not  operative. 
If  they  proceeded  without  this  inquiry, 
they  would  be  legislating  in  the  dark,  and 
interfering  with  those  reforms  which  would, 
it  was  presumed,  emanate  froni  the  legis* 
lative  bodies  in  the  colonies.  The  hon. 
gentleman  then  referred  to  the  late  case 
of  Brodie,  Dunbar,  and  another,  to  show 
that  a  variety  of  practices  existed,  which 
were  much  more  open  to  reprehension, 
and  much  fitter  for  inquiry,  than  those  to 
which  allusion  had  been  made. 

Mr.  Gordon  thought  such  a  measure  as 
this  was  not  fairly  introduced,  by  being 
coupled  with  a  tissue  of  general  allega- 
tions against  particular  bodies.  The  hon. 
gentleman  here  took  occasion  to  eulogise 
his  hon.  friend  near  him  (Mr.  Barham), 
whose  management  of  his  West  India 
property  was  productive  of  infinite  ser- 
vice. If  the  abuses  proceeded  from  any 
improper  act  on  the  part  of  the  local  as* 
semblies,  then  let  the  facts  be  proved, 
and  let  those  assemblies  be  altogether 
abolished,  and  the  government  vested  in 
the  hands  of  the  colonial  governor ;  this 
would  be  the  proper  course  to  adopt.  He 
concurred  in  the  opinion,  that  no  facts 
were  made  out  to  justify  this  motion,  and 
thought  the  moment  inopportune,  at  a 
time  when  the  colonial  governments  were 
themselves  employed  in  ameliorating  the 
condition  of  their  slaves.  The  inquiry 
which  was  the  foundation  of  this  Bill, 
seemed  to  have  emanated  from  a  long 
string  of  complaints,  which  had  been  in 
one  sense  unanimously  transmitted  to  the 
African  Asioeiation,  and  then  formed  into 
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a  sort  of  criminatory  sbspe,  for  tlMp 
pose  of  bringing  forward  a  mtm 
this  kind. 

Mr.  ATt^Aec^bror  said,  that  Dotbiogc^ 
be  a  atronger  proof  of  tbe  wtm 
some  bill  of  the  nature  of  tbepi^ 
than  the  universal  admiuioo,  do( 
the  planters,  but  of  the  historiu 
West  Indies,  that  all  attempti 
the  importation  of  slaves  inio  tbeidi 
would  prove  vain.  He  had  been  acq 
of  dealing  in  general  charges  agiios 
people  of  the  West  IiKlies.  Wbeos|N 
ing  against  the  system  of  the  West  lal 
he  was  always  happy  to  bear  teitiaiH] 
exceptions  to  it;  but  be  would  m 
that  the  general  system  was,  io  tht^ 
degree^  vicious.  Serioosly  sod  uta 
standing  in  his  place,  be  would  ttj,!i 
the  general  condition  of  sl&Tes  id 
West  Indies,  was  worse  than  tbit  of  i 
description  of  slaves  in  aocient  times. 
was  admitted  by  the  oppooeots  of 
present  Bill,  that  evasion  of  tbe  abolil 
laws  was  but  too  easy,  and  tbey  migbl 
said  to  be  friendly  to  tbe  object  of  it. 
had  heard  enough  of  ibe  WaiM 
legislature^  not  to  have  lay  Ttrynngai 
expectations  from  that  qoimr.  l^^ 
melancholy  to  reflect,  that  aotvithsta 
ing  all  the  admonitions  wbicb  ibey  | 
received  on  the  subject  of  miiiptiogi 
state  of  slavery,  so  little  had  tweadj 
by  them,  that  the  unhappy  beioss^i 
liable  to  be  torn  away  from  tbuflifi 
domiciles,  when  they  had  at  W 
baps,  forgot  their  natire  home^uii^^ 
a  second  home  in  the  Westlodifl,*! 
count  of  their  masters'  debt*-b«» 
torn  from  their  wives,  parents  m^ 
children,  the  most  sacred  iM^^ 
nature  d  issol ved.  Not  io  one  mf  ^ 
had  a  law  to  make  slaves  aUnA^ 
been  passed,  notwithstaodiag  tbe  m 
mendauons  of  the  duke  of  Ponl^' 
West-Indian  committee,  8«r  '^i^ 
Young,  and  many  others.  Ii «« *" 
plete  misapplication  of  l^ng^^S'j'^ 
pare  these  legislatures  to  that  ot  ^ 
Britain.  What  sort  of  British  coosuj 
was  it  in  which  ninetcnihs  of  the  P« 
were  not  even  virtually  represcDle(l^ 
evidence  of  a  slave  coold  not  e'^ 
taken.  With  respect  to  iK^^*?**,*? 
the  African  Institution,  brought  ^'J 
by  an  hon.  member  (Mr.  Marry»»^ 
time  ago,  they  were  altogether  g^ 
less.  On  inquiry  into  the  subjec  ^ 
letter  sUted  to  have  been  8«ppr«*^ 
them,  be  found  that  tfes  African 
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totion,  at  the  period  alladed  to,  was  not  in 

existence — that  was  only  one  specimen. 

All  the  charges  were  entirely  groundless. 

MTith  respect  to  the  sums  stated  to  have 

l>een  paid  by  Government  in  consequence 
'  of  the  interference  of  the  African  Institu- 
'   tion  with  the  slave  ships  of  Portugal  and 

A  similar  claim  set  up  by  Spain  on  that 
''  account,  the  fact  was,  that  they  had  never 

interfered  with  Spain,  and  the  transaction 
I  vifhh  regard  to  Portugal  was  altogether 
^  mis-stated.  It  was  acknowledged  by  an 
^  hon.  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Barham),  that 
'  there  was  no  such  thing  as  marriage  among 
'  the  West-India  slaves.  In  Africa  these 
'  people  married— in  St.  Domingo,  marriage 
'  was  as  prevalent  as  in  any  other  commu- 
'  nity  on  earth.  He  believed  that  the  Bill 
'    would  be  productive  of  the  most  extensive 

reform. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  first  time,  and 
>    ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time,  and 
I    printed, 
I 

I        Bread    AsstzE    RBt>EAL   Bill.]     Mr. 

'    F.  Lewis  moved  the  third  reading  of  the 

I    Bread  Assize  Repeal  Bill. 

(        General  Thomtcn  wished  the  hon.  moter 
of  the  Bill  to  consent  to  lower  the  penalty 

I     against  the  use  of  alum. 

Mr.  F.  Leuns  said,  his  object  had  been 
to  incorporate,  as  nearly  as  possible,  into 
his  Bill,  all  the  diff*erent  provisions  of  the 
several  Assize  acib  respecting  false  weight 
and  adulteration.  A  person  well  informed 
on  the  subject  had  told  him,  that  there 
was  not  one  baker  in  London  who  did  not 
make  use  of  alum.  In  all  cases  this  was  a 
dangerous  mixture — but  to  children.  In 
particular,  it  was  extremely  prejudicial. 
The  penalty  could  not  exceed  20/.,  but  it 
was  in  the  powef  of  the  magistrate  to 
lower  it. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr;  Alderman 
C.  Smith  and  sir  6.  Noel,  the  Bill  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 
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Surgeons'  Regulation  Bill.]  Earl 
Stanhope,  adverting  to  the  Bill  before  the 
House  to  regulate  the  practice  of  Sur* 
geons,  observed  upon  its  exceptionable 
tendency,  and  the  clumsy  manner  in 
which  it  was  drawn  up.  For  instance,  it 
contained  a  clause  prohibiting  male  per* 
sons  from  practising  as  men-midwives,  so 
that,  observed  the  noble  earl,  women  were 
not  to  be  preyented  from  practising  as 


men-midwive»«-[a  laugh].  But  this  wag 
not  the  only  absurdity  in  this  Bill,  which 
was,  in  fact,  altogether  in  such  a  state 
that  it  ought  not  to  pass.  This,  however, 
was  only  one  specimen  of  the  crude  bills, 
barrow-folls  of  which  were  so  ofteit 
brought  before  the  House,  of  late  years,  aS 
the  close  of  a  sessiop,  in  the  sinister  hope, 
no  doubt,  that  they  would  be  allowed  to 
pass  without  observation. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  observed,  that  from 
the  provisions  of  this  Bill,  which  proposed 
a  penalty  of  30/.  upon  any  one  who  prac* 
tised  as  a  surgeon  without  being  admitted 
to  the  College  of  Surgeons,  he  very  muck 
feared  that  if  it  were  passed  in  its  present 
state,  there  were  many  parts  of  the  coun- 
try in  which  thp  people  would  be  withoutf 
any  medical  assistance  whatever. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  apprehended, 
from  the  construction  of  this  Bill,  that  no 
private  individual  could  administer  any 
medical  relief,  or  even  draw  teeth,  or  bleed 
in  his  own  family,  without  being  subject 
to  the  proposed  penalty;  therefore,  he 
could  not  assent  to  the  passing  of  the  Bill 
in  its  present  state ;  yet,  from  a  consider* 
ation  for  the  respectable  body  with  whom 
it  originated,  he  did  not  wish  to  propose 
its  immediate  rejection,  but  rather  that  it 
should  be  allowed  to  pass  through  a  com- 
mittee, and  then  let  it  stand  oyer  until  the 
next  session,  in  order  to  afford  to  its 
authors  an  ppportonitv  of  ra-examining  its 
provisions,  and  modifying  its  character. 

The  Bill  was  accordingly  ordered  to  be 
committed. 

Stamp-Duty  on  Newspapers.]  Earl 
Sianhope,  alluding  to  the  Bill  on  the  table 
proposing  an  additional  Stamp-duty  upon 
Advertisements  inserted  in  the  News- 
papers, and  upon  Newspapers,  animad^ 
verted  strdngly  upon  this  measure ;  con- 
ceiving it  calculated  to  reduce  the  revenue^ 
to  interfere  with  the  interests  of  trade, 
and  to  impede  the  liberty  of  the  press* 
Therefore  the  noble  earl  gave  notice  of 
his  intention  on  these  grounds  to  oppose 
its  farther  progress. 


Irish  Spirits-Dutt  Bill.]  Their  lord- 
ships hsying  resolved  Into  a  committee 
on  this  Bill, 

The  Earl  of  Denou^more  forcibly  im« 
pressed  upon  the  consideration  of  their 
lordships  the  propriety  of  aflbrding  time 
to  those  peculiarly  interested  in  the  mea- 
'sure  to  examine  its  character,  and  to 
communicate  their  optaions  upon  the  sabf 


1 135]     HOUSE  OF  LOBDS. 

jaec  If  thm  tioie  w«re  afforded,  he  wm 
assared  that  nomeroiM  petiuont  a«atntt 
this  Bill  would  be  presented  to  the  House 
from  Taripos  parts  of  Irtiaod,  and  from  a 
cla«  of  pertoas  wboie  reapecubility  en- 
titled theai  to  the  atmott  attention.  That 
anch  petitionf  bad  not  been  already  pre- 
aented— that  no  public  complaint  had  been 
made  against  ihis  extraordinary  measare^ 
was  easily  accounted  for.  The  Bill  passed 
tbpoagh  the  other  House  wb  ntetUiq,  either 
through  some  omistionj  or  misunderstand- 
ing of  itft*  oharacter,  or  rather^  perhaps, 
bmuse  those  Irish  members  who  were 
nosl  diligent  in  their  attention,  and  active 
in  Iheir  eKortion  to  protect  the  interest  of 
their  coaniry  upon  such  subjecu,  had 
Mturnad  to  Ireland  before  this  Bill  was 
brought  fonward.  But  from  the  peculiar 
hurry  with  which  this  Bill  was  pressed 
U&rongb  the  other  House,  one  could  not 
laei  so  much  surprise  that  it. had  hap« 

Ksd  to  escape  any  ob^rTatioo— for  the 
was,  that  only  six  days  elapsed  from 
ita  original  introduction  to  iu  final  adop* 
lion  by  that  House.  Thua,  those  who 
were  interested  in  Ireland  were  not  al- 
lowed aoflkient  line  to  cogp^monicate  with 
their  sepfesentatifea  qpon  the  subject; 
aud  thi«i  the  .nohk  lord  observed,  was  a 
nStahle  way  of  legislating  for  Ireland; 
first,  to  postpone  the  introduction  of  a 
measure  materially  affecting  the  interest 
9f  that  coniHry  until  a  late  period  of  the 
session,  vihen  the  most  efibctive  of  the 
Irish  representatives  had  returned  to  their 
country ;  and  next,  so  to  precipitate  the 
progress  of  the'  measure  that  the^  Irish 
public  should  hasdly  be  avfare  of  its  pro- 
position  until  informed  of  its  enactment. 
Such  a  course  might  serve  to  obviate 
parliatnentary  oppoaitieo,  but  he  could 
not  think  that  it  would  ever  tend  to  con* 
ciliate  public  opinion.  The  meaauie 
under  consideration  would,  he  was  per- 
suaded, oreate  a  great  deal  of  dissatisfac- 
tion 19  heland,  for  it  proceeded  to  an  ex- 
lent  of 4  tasation  never  before  contem* 
plated«  It  proposed,  not  only  to  subject 
all  spirits  distilled  after  the  passing  of  the 
Act  to  a  duty  of  6d.  per  gallon,  but  to 
impose  that  iMiiipn  upon  Mie  stock  on 
hand.  Nay,  it  went. further,  for  it  would 
impose  an  additional  doty  of  tbiee-half- 
penee  per  gallpn  oi»  lbs  stQtek  io  bnnfi  of 
spirits,  in  consequemcje  of  the  adiitionfil 
doty  upon  malt.  Ait  tbne  to  subject  the 
au>ck  on  hand  of  any  afAicle  to  ap  addi- 
tional duty  in  consequence  of  Ui  tax  uppn 
one  of  the  ingredients  of  nhich  i.^  waa 
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compoae4»  he  had  no  Jieshstioo 
nouncioi^  extremely  unjust.  SucI 
position  waa  not  warranted  by  9 
cedent  in  Great  Britain  or  Irtli 
would,  indeed,  serve  to  carry  tbe 
of  taxing  atock  on  hand  much  iml 
had  ever  yel  been  beard  of,  of^ 
rationally  regulated  goveroffient, 
by  this  extraordinary  measore, 
considerable  aom  would  be  at  ooc 
out  of  the  pockets  of  those  who  b« 
on  hand  io  Ireland.  Bat  what  a^^ 
the  grievaace«  was  the  appJieauo 
system  to  Ireland  which  «u  ux,i 
conaistent  with  the  £oglish  pm\ 
taxation.  For  in  this  country  oo 
tional  duty  had  ever  beta  eUt^ 
the  stock  in  hand  of  spirits.  Wi] 
distinction  between  the  tiro  cooa 
And  how  happened  it  that  cferm 
Union  hardly  a  session  psiied  over 
out  some  change  in  the  hw  mtb  a 
to  the  Irish  distillery,  accomfMnie^ 
in  every  instance  except  ooe,  ml 
increase  of  duty,  while  tht  fegofal 
with  respect  to  the  diitilleij  of  h^ 
were  lefl  undisturbed  ?  Safely,  iheSj 
Irish  concerned  in  tfati  inpomni  bn| 
of  trade  had  reason  to  complain  of  i 
a  system.  But  he  hope4  tb&t  vbeQ 
expected  cooaolidation  of  the  tvoTj 
suries  should  take  place,  tbe  £ag<i^f| 
ciple  of  uxation  wooM  be  exteai«i| 
Ireland,  at  least  upon  tiiii  soiyea  |1 
that  the  Irish  would  be  mon  «!»'"*' 
dealt  with  than  they  had  geoer^ilybel 
heretofore.  . , 

The  Earl  of  Dvt^  m^\ 
entire  concurrence  wiib  tbe  ooWf '' 
as  to  the  respecubility  of  tbe  ^} 
alluded  to,  and  as  to  their  title  \Bf 
tenUon  of  that  House,  if  they  ^^ 
out  a  case  against  the  Bill  under  fl*| 
deration ;  but  he  could  not  a«ff  "t;; 
noble  earl  as  to  the  groqnd  of  b»^; 
tions  to  this  measure.    Tbe  flobfej* 
main  objection  was,  it  apPff ^' iJ 
proposed  extension  of  the  addnioB»'* 
to  the  stock-in-banrfipirit*.  ^^f' 
sion  of  a  new  duty  uppo  »yariJO  ^ 
stock  in  hand,  was  a  P<w«^'P'5'^^ 
recogniaed  in  taxation,  nof^J^^^^  r^, 
Britain  hot  in  Irelaod.    Tbere  *^ 
deed,  four  P^^cedenM  of  tbej*^^;  . 

spirits  being  twd  ^  ^f^^Z^ 
fromtheiUUofth«44*b.4^t*'2^. 

5i2wl  of  theKing.tomeon^^eif'^ 
passed  while  the  noble  ««'y' ^ 
iTighe  head  of  the  B^'Xa^'^ 
in  IreUod.     Tbea  the  ^iof^ 
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KBciple  could  not  bo  deemed  any  inno- 
ion  with  respect  to  the  Irish  distillery  ; 
d  it  was  ffeneraliy  acted  upon  in  this 
ctntry  :  lor  instance^  when  any  aog- 
iKitaiion  of  the  tax  upon  wine  look  place, 
3ti  augmentation  was  extended  to  the 
I  ok  on  hand.  It  was,  no  doubt,  true,  that 
is  principle  was  not  acted  upon  with  re* 
ect  to  spirits  in  England,  for  this  plain  rea* 
Em^  that  here  the  tax  was  not  imposed  upon 
e  spirits,  but  upon  the  wash. .  But  the 
tneral  principle  itself  rested  upon  grounds 
obTioos  equity«-for  when  the  duty 
>on  an  article  was  advanced,  the  holder 
any  stock  of  that  article  had  the  power 
/hicb  he  generally  exercised)  of  charging 
at  advance  to  the  consumer.  Hence, ^ 
>on  any  advance  of  duty,  that  duty  was 
ctended  to  the  stock  on  hand,  because  it 
as  the  policy  and  the  duty  of  the  Legis* 
Lture  to  provide,  that  what  the  consumer 
aid  in  consequence  of  the  increased  tax, 
tioold  come  into  the  pocket  of  the  public* 
f,  however,  it  should  torn  out,  in  the 
ase  before  the  House,  that  the  Irish  dis« 
;ller  or  spirit-hoMer  should  be  unable  to 
btain  the  advanced  duty  upon  his  stock 
ci  band,  from  the  consumer,  it  would,  no 
loubt,  become  the  doty  of  the  Legislature 
o  take  that  into  consideration  and  to  af- 
brd  due  redress.  But  it  would  be  utterly 
nconsistent  with  the  policy  and  practice 
>f  Parliament,  to  accede  to  the  exemption 
equired  by  the  noble  lord,  at  the  moment 
vben  the  tax  was  about  to  be  imposed, 
^ith  respect  to  the  noble  earl's  conclud- 
ing observation,  he  (lord  L.)  trusted  that 
when  the  two  Treasuries  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  should  be  consolidated,  such 
a  measure*  arranged  with  due  caution, 
would  be'  found  exceedingly  advantageous 
to  all  parties;  and  that  the  Irish  public 
would  be  peculiarly  benefited  by  its  ope- 
if  tion.  Care  would,  no  doubt,  be  taken 
in  regulating  the  taxation,  to  pay  due 
regard  .to  local  circumstances,  and  that 
the  principle  of  the  measure  in  contempla- 
tion should  be  equally  fair  towards  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland.— -That  both  countries 
•hoold  he  under  the  direction  of  the  same 
board,  was  obviously  the  b^st  mode  of 
eecuring  to  each  the  administration  of  the 
same  principles. 

The  Earl  of  Donoi^Amone  said,  that  as  to 
his  connexion  with  the  Excise  in  Ireland^ 
when  some  of  the  Acts  were  passed  tp 
which  the  noble  Secretary  reTerred«  he 
had  only  to  observe*  that  the  Commis- 
siooeri  of  Revenue  were  not  consulted  by 
Government  upon  the  imposition  of  duties, 
(VOLXXXL) 
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those  Commissioners  being  only  the  exe- 
cutive authority,  to  have  the  collection  of 
such  duties  duly  enforced.     It  had  been 
always  his  opinion,  that  a  much  mora 
extensive  share  of  power  and  of  respon- 
sibility ought  to  have  been  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  Irish  Boards  of  Revenue  than 
they  had  been  suffered  to  possess  for  the 
few   last  ^ears.     He  reminded  the  nobia 
earl,  that  it  was  from  a  difference  of  opi- 
nion between  him  (lord  D.),  as  the  then 
head  of  both  the  Boards  of  Revenue  in 
Ireland,  and  a  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
was  the  last  Irish  Secretary  of  the  Trea* 
sury  there,  as  to.  their  respective  rights 
and  departments,  that  an  end  was  put  to 
that  situation,  which  was  from  thence* 
forward  merged  in  the  situation  of  First 
Lord  of  the  English  Treasury.     But  were 
he  consulted  upon  the  establishment  of 
those  precedents,  they  should  certainly 
have  met  his  decided  disapprobation ;  for 
he  never  should  have  agreed  to  extend  a 
doty  upon  spirite  to  the  stock  in  band. 
Such  a  proposition  was,   indeed,  never 
made  previous  to  the  Union.    As  to  the 
reason  assigned  by  the  noble  Secretary 
for  not  subjecting  the  stock  on  hand  oC 
English  spirits  to  any  additional   duty, 
applied   to   the  English    distillery,    that 
reason  appeared  to  him  (lord  D.)  to  have 
no  force  whatever.    For  the  proportion 
of  wash  necessary  to   make    a    certain 
quantity  of  spirits  being  duly  ascertained^* 
be  could  see  no  ground  for  the  distinction 
maintained  by  the  noble  Secretary,  or 
why,  because  the  tax  was  laid  upon  wash 
in  this  country,  the   stock  on   hand  oC 
spirits  should    be  untouched,  especially 
according  to  the  noble  Secretary's  argu« 
ment  in  support  of  what  he  alleged  to  be 
an   ununiformly-recognized   principle  of 
taxation.    But  still  less  could  he  admit 
the  justice  of  the  noble  Secretary's  distinc* 
tion,  when  he  recollected  that  in  the  mea« 
sure  under  consideration  it- was  proposed 
to  subject  the  stock-in-hand^  spirits  to  an 
additional  duty,  in  consequence  of  a  tax 
upon  malt,  the  addition  upon  the  former 
being  calculated  according  to  the  pro- 
portion of  the   latter,  necessary  Jn  the* 
production  of  a  certain  quantity  of  spirits. 
With  this  view  of  the  subject,  he  was 
quite  astonished  at  the  nature  of  the  nobla 
Secretary's  observation,  or  how  he  could 
deem  it  fair  to  apply  a  principle  of  taxa- 
tion to  Ireland,  so  different '  from    that 
which  prevailed  in  this  country.    When, 
however,  the  great  measure  of  consoli* 
dating  the  two  Treasuries  should    tak% 
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place,  lie  tratted  that  Ibis  imJMt  dntific- 
tion  would  be  done  away,  and  tbat  the 
]prttent  woald  be  the  last  deTiaiion  from 
«h«  Englnb  principle  of  taxation  which 
Ireland  would  be  condemned  lo  expe* 
rience.  The  noble  lord  concloded  with 
auting«  that  he  woold  not  divide  the  corn- 
Aiittee  upon  this  iubject^  bet  be  hoped 
that  bis  suggestions  woald  be  duly  con- 
aioereo* 
The  Bill  went  through  the  Committee. 


BOUfiE  OF  COMMONS. 

Thtruiaif,  Jufy  6. 

AHswBa  or  tbe  Duke  or  York  to 
fVB  VoTB  or  Thanks.]  Mr.  Speaker 
"•cquainted  tbe  House,  that  he  had  re- 
ceived from  Field  Marshal  his  Royal 
Highness  the  Duke  of  York  tbe  following 
Letter  in  return  to  the  Thanks  of  ibis 
House,  signified  to  him  by  Mr.  Speaker^ 
in  obedience  to  Ibeir  ^emnuuids  of  Wed- 
nesday last. 

"  Sir;        Horse  Guards^  5th  July^  IS15* 

*^  Id  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your 
letter,  dated  yesterday^  I  know  not  hi 
what  terms  I  can  sufficiently  express  the 
deep  sense  of  gratitude  I  feel  on  finding 
that  my  services  in  the  command  and  ad- 
ministration of  the  British  Army  have 
once  more  been  distinguished  by  the 
Thanks  of  the  Qouse  of  Commons. 

"  It  is  to  the  natural  energy  of  British 
soldiers,  to  that  firm  and  persevering 
bravery  which  forms  so  distinguishing  a 
fieature  in  our  national  character,  and  to 
the  pre-eminent  talents  of  that  great  oflScer 
ihe  duke  of  Wellington,  to  whom  the 
command  of  our  army  on  tbe  Continent 
has  been  intrusted,  tbat  I  must  exclusively 
attribute  the  late  brilliant  career  of  hia 
Majesty '.s  arms.    ' 

"  But  it  is  with  peculiar  pride  I  learn,  that 
the  favour  of  the  House. of  Commons  baa 
induced  them  to  ascribe  to  any  eSbrt  of 
mine  the  smallest  share  in  securing  those 
splendid  successes  which  have  at  once 
insured  the  future  tranquillity  of  Europe, 
and  crowned  our  exertions  with  lunparal- 
leled  glory.    I  ama  Sir,  youRs, 

**  FaEDBElCK, 

Commander  in  Chief.** 
7hc  Bi^lu  Man.  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  W.  Comunay  inquired,  whether  any 
ateps  bad*  yet  been  taken  to  provide  a 
proper  court  for  (he  Vice  Chancenor,  in 
which  be  might  ezecote  the  dut^  in- 
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trotted  to  him  by  an  Act  inrifeich 
iwo  years  ago  ? 

Tbe  Ckemcellar  tfdk  Atdbnyewv 
be  hoped  to  have  jJDeen  able  to  sol 
proposition  to  tbe'Hoilae  Bp<»B  the  i 
beforCi  but  some  pttHctilar  cnsse 
prevented  htm  from  doings  ao.  It  cerl 
however,  was  the  intention  of  Goren 
to  provide  a  proper  court  for  the  disc 
of  the  business  belonging  to  tbe  06 
Vice-Chancellor. 

Lord  Cochrane  gare  notice  that  be  «J 
early  in  the  next  session,  move  h 
appointment  of  a  coniintttee  to  m 
into  the  evidence  taken  upon  tbe  prof 
ings  in  a  late  trial,  and  into  the  a» 
of  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  ofMHi  tbat  tr^ 

The  ChaneeUor  ef  ihe  Batd^equer  es 
the  usual  Addresses  to  bio  royal  hig^ 
the  Prince  Regent,  praying  tbai  be  « 
order  certain  sums  to  be  paid  to  the  CI 
man  of  the  Committeea,  and  to  ibe  o 
officers  of  that  House,  for  thofr  serri 
and  thai  the  House  woald  oiake  good 
same. 

Sir  C.  Bmrett  obserTod,  tbH  m  BiU 
been  passed  in  tbe  coone  of  tbe  prts 
session,  to  enable  tbe  Govemmeni  to  ei 
signal-stations  in  dtfierent  parts  of 
country.  He  wished  to  know,  as  it  wa 
importance  to  many  individoals  who  I 
land  in  those  parts  where  tbey  were  10 
erected,  whether  under  tbe  presrot  i 
cumstances  of  the  war,  it  wooM  stitl  I 
thought  necessary  to  apply  tk  pebfi 
money  to  those  objects. 

Sir  G.  fForremifr  said,  tbe  on1jus«< 
which  he  could  give  to  tbe  hon.  baroK^ 
question  was,  that  the  actoal  eifcaButaBfl 
most  regulate  tbe  necessity  or  prsprie^ 
of  acting  upon  that  BilL 
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BrAjtp  Dirrms  on  Nswamrns.}  Cl 
the  committal  of  the  Bill  for  imposof^ 
additional  doty  open  Neerspaperaaarf  ifr 
vertisemente, 

Earl  SimUiope  obeerved,  that  ifcs  m 
deney  ^tbis  measure  wooM  bosochtsh 
presomed  the  minister  cooM  not  desRi 
namely,  to  increase  the  paMiB  boitba 
and  to  diminish  the  revenue,  fhii  m^ 
appear  paradoxical,  but  be  nemeaabatrfi 
similar  case  some  years  ago ;  whea  a 
additional  duty  was  ihipoeed  apeo  spna 
he  ventvred  to  foreteU  that  the  eftctd 
the  new  doty  would  be  to  reduce  ttfl 
vettnoe  upon  i^irils  geomlly<«-«ad  irM 
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^aras  the  fefioU  ?    Wby,  tbit  ibis  reT9iin« 
fell  off  to  ibe  araoont  of  between  2  and 
SO0»C)00/«9  In  consequence  of  which  reduc* 
tion»  Mr.  Pitt  bad  the  additional  duty  re* 
pealed  ;   akboogh  he  (lord  Stanhope Jl  waa 
io  ibe.  first  inaiance  laughed  at  for  his  pre* 
dictions.    He  had  no  doubt  that  in  predict* 
ing  the  consequence  of  the  Bill  under 
consideration,  he  should  be  Ibund  equally 
accurate  as  in  the  case  alluded  to,  what* 
erer  attention  might  be  paid  to  bim  at 
present.     But,  independently  of  any  con- 
siderations of  revenue,  he  should  iffver  dis- 
approve of  any  measure  cakulated  to  im- 
pede the  freedom,  of  disco'orl^.  the  in- 
diutry  of  the  press*    For  be  had  always 
been  a  friend  to  the  propagation  of  ligbit 
convinced  thai  such  propagation  was  best 
calculated  to  promote  tbe  interest  and  hap* 
pineae  of  mankind.     Of  course*  then*  ho 
saost  be  adverse  to  any  proceeding  likely 
to  iritevfere  witb  tbal  great  principle;  and 
on  tbis  ground'  be  opposed  tbe  present 
Bill,  fwhich  was  not  only  obiectioiMiWe  in 
iu  character,  bui  absurd  in  its  construction. 
Such  a  Bill  was,  indeed,  one  among  tbe 
most  prominent  specimens  of  thai  slovenli* 
ness  with  wbich  bills  bad  been  of  late  sent 
up  to  that  House  firem  the  Commons.  For 
instance,  tbis  Bill  proposed  a  tax  upon 
pamphlets,  books,  or  papera^  commonly  so 
called,  containing  only  one  sheet,  and  not 
exceeding  eigbt  sbeeta.  But  it  was  curious 
to  see  bow  pamphlets  were  defined*     In 
one  clause  all  papera  were  described  as 
pamphlets  which  amounted  to  one  sheet, 
and  yet  in  another  clause  of  this  blessed 
schedule,  those  only  were  defined  to  be 
pamphlets    which    exceeded  one    sheet. 
But  this  was  only  one  among  tbe  many 
absurdities  which  belonged  lo  tbis  extra- 
ordinary Bill.    The  noble  lord  concluded 
with  moving,  as  an  amendment,  tbe  omis- 
sion of  tbette  words^~"  or  inserted  in  any 
other  newspapers.'^  The  aibeadment  was 
negatived. 

£arl  Stanbope  then  forcibly  aniraad- 
verted  upon  the  general  character  of  tbe 
Bill,  andf  upoo  tbe  thinness  of  tbe  House 
upon  a  sabiect  of  snob  importance,  wbiob 
involved  i||iike  the  interest  of  trade  and 
revenue  aa  those  of  liberty  and  learning* 

Tbe  aeveral  clauses  were  agreed  to,  tbe 
House  reiumed.  and  tbe  Keport  was 
ordered  to  b#  brought  op  to-morrow. 

The  Law  Seeds  Sump  Duty  Bill  being 
e^Binttted» 

£«rl  fiMiiihpt  urgud  tbo  propriety  of 
htviag  a  Bill  of  tbta  natuite  brought  before 
ihs  tiouaa-ai  ake^rlior  periods  in  ni4er  to 
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afford  time  for  its  ample  ceosideration« 
referring  to  a  decision  of  the  Court  o^ 
King's  Bench^  that  if  a  receipt  were 
drawn  upon  a  higher  alamp  than  was  pre- 
scribed by  law,  atlfsK  receipt  was  invalid  (, 
therefore,  it  waa  right  to  have  such  a  mea- 
sure as  the  present  duly  promulgated,  for, 
tbe  safety  of  tbe  public,  before  it  was 
finally  enacted,  and  on  this  ground  he  dis- 
approved of  the  manner  in  which  the  Bill 
was  prcnsed.  among  a  crowd  of  other  bilt^ 
brought  from  the  other  House  at  this  lata 
period  of  tbe  session. 

Tbe  clauses  were  adopted,  the  Housed 
resumed,  and  the  Bill  was  ordered  to  b% 
read  a  third  time  to* morrow. 
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Monday,  Jufy  10. 

PiLLORir  Abolition  Bill.]  Earl  Stanr 
hope  adverted  to  the  Bill  which  had  beeq 
for  some  time  under  their  lordships  attend 
tion,  tbougb  finally  rejected,  and  observed 
that  it  invohred  a  auestioo  of  infinite  im« 
portance  to  tbe  subjects  of  these  realms^ 
He  thought  it  desirable  that  it  should  not 
be  sufiTered  wholly  to  die  away :  and  ho 
should  therefore  submit  a  motion  to  the 
House,  which  was  in  fact  merely  a  copy 
of  an  order  which  their  lordships  bad  mado 
some  years  ago,  but  which  had  never  been 
acted  upon.  His  motion  was  as  follows  f 
^  That  the  Judges  do  prepare  and  la/ 
before  the  House,  a  Bill  for  reducing  into 
one  Act  all  the  laws  now  in  force,  imposing 
the  penalty  of  the  pillory,  or  authorising 
the  infliction  of  the  same/'  He  did  not 
apprehend  that  any  obiection  would  b^ 
made  to  that  motion ;  but  be  had  another 
to  propose,  which  be  did  not  expect  would 
be  acceded  to.  nor  indeed  did  be  mean  to 
press  it,  as  bis  only  nbiect  was  to  have 
it  recorded  on  their  journals,  in  the  hope 
that  tbe  subject  to  which  it  referred  mi^ht 
hereafter  be  taken  into  their  lordships 
qpnsideration.  He  was  aware  that  the 
Judges,  in  dispensing  tbe  criminal  and  civil 
justice  of  the  country,  bad  quite  enough  to 
occupy  their  time ;  but  as  they  must  go 
through  tbe  statute-book,  in  order  to 
comply  witb  tbe  preceding  motion,  sup^ 
posing  they  did  comply  with  it,  there 
.would  not  be  any  great  additional  troublo 
in  comprehending  tbe  present  motiop. 
which  was,  that  *'  they  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  digojM  into  one  Act.  all 
the  laws  now  ia  forqe  respecting  tbo 
Poor." 

Aikr  a  few  worde  fironi  tbe  Lord  Cban^ 
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cellor,  the  first  motion  of  the  noble  lord 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  second  negatived. 

Apc^scaeies'  Bill.]    On  the  motion 
that  the  Report  of  thit  Bill  be  received. 

Earl  Stanhope  rose  to  express  bis  objec- 
tions to  the  Bill  in  question.  He  bad 
never  seen  such  a  bungling  bill,  even 
from  the  bunglers  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons [a  laugh].  Daring  the  last  session, 
a  Bill  bad  come  up  from  that  House  to 
their  lordships,  in  which  the  pecuniary 
penalty  for  some  offence  had  been  changed 
into  transportation  for  fourteen  years. 
T<foir,  their  lordships  knew,  that  when  a 
fine  was  levied  by  way  of  penalty,  it  was 
customsry  to  provide  that  half  the  fine 
should  go  to  the  informer,  and  the  other 
'  lialf  to  the  Kinff;  but  in  this  Bill  they 
forgot  to  alter  that  provision,  so  that  the 
enactment  literally  ran  thus — that  the 
person  committing  this  offence  should  be 
transported  for  fourteen  years,  half  the 
penalty  to  f^o  to  the  informer,  snd  the  other 
naff  to  the  Ring  [a  laugh].  With  respect 
to  the  present  Bill,  he  was  decidedly 
friendly  to  its  objecti  because  it  was  an 
lionest  one  ;  but  he  was  an  enemy  to  its 
clauses,  because  they  were  oppressive. 
The  noble  earl  specified  several  of  the 
provisions  which  he  thought  oppressive 
find  incorrect.  He  objected  also  to  its 
being  made  a  private  instead  of  a  public 
Bill,  as  it  was  smuggling  the  measure 
through  the  House  in  an  Onfair  manner. 
He  wished  that  it  might  be  postponed  for 
the  present,  not  from  any  desire  that  it 
should  be  abandoned,  but  merely  that  it 
might  be  resumed  next  session  in  a  less 
jmperfect  manner;  and  he  should  there* 
fore  move,  that  it  be  read  a  third  time  on 
Thursday  next. 

TUtLord  Chancellor  defended  the  Bill, 
as  calculated  to  produce  much  good.  It 
was  not  so  perfect  as  it  might  be,  perhaps ; 
but  that  was  no  reason  for  rejecting  the 
benefit  it  would  produce,  merely  because 
it  was  possible  to  render  it  still  more  efii* 
cient.  With  respect  to  the  oppression 
complained  of  by  the  noble  earl,  if  he 
would  examine  the  charter  of  the  Apothe- 
caries Company,  he  would  find  that  they 
possessed,  by  virtue  of  that  Charter,  powers 
tnuch  more  extensive  than  it  was  now 
proposed  to  grant  them.  In  fact,  the 
present  Bill  was  a  qualification  and  lidii- 
tation  of  that  Charter.  It  would,  indeed, 
be  a  great  act  of  injustice  on  the  part  of 
that  House  towards  the  suitors  for  the  Bill, 
if  they  were  now,  after  having  softred  it . 
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to  go  through  so  many  stsges  ati « 
derable  expenditure  of  time  and  Bin 
to  throw  it  oat,  except  there  exliied  a 
itrooffer  grounds  for  such  t  proeed 
than  bad  been  indicated  bj  the  soUeg 
He  should,  therefore,  certsioljTotefai 
passing  lo  a  third  reading. 

The  amendment  was  negstind,u(i 
Bill  ordered  to  he  resd  a  thiid  list 
morrow. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tnesdsy,  Js^  11. 

Earl  Stajiflpe  presented  sPetitiaD,iii 
he  said  91  just  been  pot  ioto  lafaa 
from  a  person  of  the  nsme  ^ik 
Mason,  complaining  of  opprami 
imprisonment  sustained  bybionlftrd 
during  the  administratien  of  liw  ein 
Hardwicke.  The  noble esrliatd be tiii 
he  h^  received  the  Petitioo  earlier,  a 
contained  some  strong  allegitiom,  vi 
lie  thought  deserted  ioqsiry;  botbet 
in  great  doubt  as  to  the  but  node  of  p 
ceeding  at  the  present  bmmoi,  ii  bei 
now  the  close  of  the  seisn. 

The  Lord  Ckmuxllcr  «W«^  ^^« 
no  steps  could  be  ukenspintbtPeiiii 
now,  it  would  be  much  better  u>  j« 
presenting  it  till  the  coaiaeDceaeotofl 
next  session. 

Earl  Stanhope  concurred  in  the  pw|^ 
of  this  suggestion,  and  sccordtoslf^ 
drew  the  Petition. 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS 

Tueidi^,  July  II.       ^ 

Report  on  Mad-Hocses]  M^ ^ 

brought  up  the  Report  of  ihe  beW^;^ 

mittee  on  Mad-hoascs.    On  ■»«'««  ^' 

it  be  printed,  .    ii 

'Mr.  Awe  took  the  opportonity  «^ 
serving,  that  all  who  resd  the  Rep*^ 
feels  atisfied  of  the  indispenssWe  «^ 
of  legislative  inierference.  l^^r. 
were  there  any  set  of  people  w  oop^^ 
as  the  unhappy  persons  to  vw» 
Report  referred.  The  irsy  m  jJ^.^J 
were  usually  conBned,  ''M  j 
minals;  and  their  trestment^ 
general  worse  than  the  ordintry  »^ 
in  gaols.  The  number  of  P*^"' > 
to  uke  care  of  them,  wss  in"  , 
utterly  insufficient;  in/Tju^l* 
which  the  greatest  •«^?f*^yj*5iliit* 
quently  resorted  to.  He  tj"^^  ^ 
subject  would  be  folly  !^^^ 
hoaourable  membeii  dornv 
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i  that  all  would  be  disposed  id  the  next 
aion  to  give  their  Msistance  towards  the 
mation  of  a  measure  calcalated  to  dimi- 
\\\  the  existing  eril.  That  in  man^ 
see  those  who  were  afflicted  might,  if 
operly  treated,  recover  their  sanity,  was 
ry  evident.  One  strong  instance  was 
^n tinned  in  the  Report,  of  a  poor  ifisane 
>man,  who,  having  for  some  time  been 
lained  down  to  the  floor  in  a  parish 
3rkhouse,  disturbed  all  the  other  inmates 

the  dwelling  by  her  cries ;  and  who, 
I  being  removed  in  consequence  to  a 
ore  proper  place  of  confinement,  was, 
r  proper  treatment,  perfectly  cured  in 
e  space  of  five  months. 

The  Report  was  then  ordered  to  be 
rinted* 

Mbndicitt  of  trb  Metropolis.]  Mr. 
Lose  reported  from  the  committee  ap« 
ointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  Men- 
icity  in  the  Metropolis,  and  its  immediate 
eighboorhood,  and  to  report  the  same, 
:>gether  with  their  observations  there- 
pon^  to  the  House,  and  who  were  em« 
towered  to  report  the  minutes  of  the 
▼idence  takeh  before  them  ; — ^That  they 
I  ad  considered  the  matter  to  them  re- 
ierred;  and  had  directed  him  to  make  a 
leport  thereof  to  the  Housoi  with  an  ap- 
»endix :  and  the  Report  was  read.  On 
he  motion,  that  it  be  printed, 

Mr.  Roie  begged  to  call  the  attention 
>f  the  House  for  a  few  moments  to  the 
tubject.  When  in  a  former  part  of  the 
tesston  he  had  moved  for  the  appointment 
>f  a  committee,  he  stated  that  his  object 
pvas  tfvofold — to  better  the  situation  of 
those  who  were  really  distressed,  and  to 
repress  scandalous  and  abominable  im* 
posture.  The  evidence  obtained  by  the 
coriimittee,  confirmed  more  strongly  his 
previous  opinions  on  this  subject*  They 
bad  found  that  there  were  a  great  many 
objecu  of  real  compassion,  but  that  there 
were  many  more  of  the  worU  description 
of  impostors.  The  number  of  mendicants 
in  the  metropolis  was  estimated  at  abovt 
30,000,  but  probably  it  was  mneh  greater. 
Most  of  these  persons  gained  more  than 
many  ipdostrious  individuals  of  the  lower 
classes  of  the  eommunitv.  One  man 
actually  acknowledged  tnat  his  profits 
were  about  thirty  shillings  a  day.  This 
might  be  a  singular  case^butitwas  proved 
by  the  strongest  eTidenco  that  the  arerage 
veceipts  of  mendicaiits  in  London  were 
<from  three  to  six -shillings  a  day  each. 
^This  money  wit  sptni  in  tht  most  tsctpr 
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tiottaUe  manner,  in  dram  shops,  at  feasts, 
and  even  in  the  purchase  of  luxuries  of 
all  sorts,  eatable  as  well  as  drinkable. 
The  committee  bad  ascertained  a  fsci 
which  was  unknown  to  him  before.  Many 
parishes  farmed  their  poor.  *  About  100 
parishes,  he  believed,  in  the  City  did  so* 
Six  or  seven  shillings  a  we«k  each  were 
allowed  to  those'  by  whom  they  were 
taken,  and  who  then  sent  them  about  to 
beg  during  the  day  for  tht  purpose  of 
saving  their  provision  !  It  was  desirable 
that  the  conduct  of  parishes  in  this  respect 
should  be  more  carefully  watched,  even 
when  they  maintained  their  own  poor. 
It  appeared  by  the  minutes  of  evidence 
annexed  to  the  Report,  that  in  one  case 
22  paupers  were  compelled  to  sleep  in  a 
singly  room  of  small  dimensions,  thus' 
creating  a  great  risk  of  pestilential  diseue» 
Many  of  the  paupers  of  the  Metropolis 
were  Irish,  who  coming  to  this  country 
with  the  laudable  intention  of  obtaining 
employment,  failed  in  that  object.  In  a 
court  which  led  out  of  one  of  the  fashion- 
able streets  of  Mary-le*bone,  700  of  these 
poor  persons  were  crowded  into  24  small 
bouses!  It  would  appear  by  the  Report 
that  the  number  of  private  charities  in  the 
Metropolis  was  almost  inconceivable.  But 
unfortunately  most  of  those  by  whom 
thev  were  supported,  contented  tfaemselvea 
with  giving  their  money,  and  never  exa* 
mined  into  its  application.  The  House 
woold  hardly  believe  that^  there  was  one 
benevolent  institution  supported  by  peera, 
members  of  that  House,  and  other  opulent 
individuals,  the  object  of  which  was  to 
purchase  beef,  and  sell  it  to  the  peer  at  a 
moderate  price.  Nothing  could  be  more 
commendable  than  this  institution,  were 
it  properly  administered.  The  revenue 
of  it  was  600/.  a  vear.  But  it  appeared 
that  the  whole  of  it  was  managed  by  a 
single  individnal,  and  it  had  been  recently 
discovered  that  this  man  put  the  whole  of 
the  money,  vrith  a  trifling  exception,  la 
his  own  pocket !  It  appeared  in  evidence^ 
that  in  one  year  be  had  purchased  onl^ 
27t  worth  of  beef,  end  that  the  largeit 
quantity  he  had  ever  bought  irithintha 
twelvemonth  was  to  the  value  of  721.,  he 
appropriating  the  remainder  to  hisoim 
use.  On  a  Bow-street  officer's  being 
employed  to  apprehond  this  person,  it  wae 
fi>und  that  he  was  the  subject  of  other 
charges  of  at  ferioot  a  nature.  There 
were  various  practices  descrilwd  in  the 
Report,  bv  which  the  most  cautious  as 
welt  ap  Ufi  oirtleti  bad  boeo  imposed 
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upon.  It  bad  peter  beoo  in  hit  caattn- 
plation»  that  a  complete  remedy  oould  be 
diaeoTored  for  tbeie  evils;  and  be  was 
peraoaded  that  tbe  cloatat  attention  waa 
neceasary  to  tbe  formation  of  any  mea^ 
aore  calcolated  materially  to  diminiab 
Ihem.  The  existing  laws  were  eTidesitly 
toe  severe;  in  consequence  of  which  they 
were  never  acted  upon.  There  nmat  be 
aome  alteration  in  the  law.  It  waa  evaded 
in  a  hundred  ways.  One  man  with  a  deg« 
when  taken  up  by  tbe  pariab  officers,  re- 
aonstrated*  exclaiming*  *<  I  am  no  beggar, 
it  is  my  dog  that  iie^s;  yoo  see  that  he 
baa  his  hat  in  bis  hand."  It  waa  but  justice 
to  the  beadles  and  parish-officers  in  this 
4iity  to  say,  that  they  discharged  their 
doty  with  commendable  activity.  Bet 
the  only  present  effect  of  apiprehendtog 
beggars  in  the  Metropolis  was,  to  remove 
tbem  to  the  vicinage— to  Richmond,  to 
Egham,  and  elsewhere.  The  best  oowrse 
Ibat  could  be  adopted  with  respect  to 
tbem  would  be,  to  provide  plaees  in 
whieb  they  ceeld  be  employed ;  but  thia 
wottM  be  attended  urith  great  expense  to 
tbe  pobKc.  At  all  events  be  trusted  the 
Henise  would  feel,  that  this  waa  a  Subject 
whtob  demanded  their  meet  serioee  at» 
lenfion. 

Mr.  W.  Smiih  hoped,  that  when  tbe 
fnbjact  should  be  a^ ain  brought  fowani, 
M  it  would  next  sessien,  the  consideration 
of  a  measure  on  it  would  not  be  confined 
to  tbie  metropoliSf  but  extend  to  the  wboio 
ceootry* 

Tbe  Report  was  ordered  to  be  prioled^ 

Ml*  WHiTtRiAi^ «- BanroBD  Watr.] 
Tbe  Marquis  of  Tmitiock  rose,  evidently 
wider  the  strongest  emotion,  and  addressed 
ibe  Speaker  Co  the  following  effect  ^<«• 

Sir  ;<— -I  em  persuaded  that  it  must  be 
quite  onneceMary  for  me  to  aay  that  I 
sua  at  thia  moment  labouring  nnder  fuA* 
ioge  of  tb#  most  painftil  and  afflictng 
MtHr»^[Hear,  hearl]  I  wish,  however, 
abortly  to  stale  to  the  House  the  reaaona 
which  indneo  me  to  depart  from  tbe  osual 
praetite  la  moving  for  e  new  writ^  In 
order  thut  I  may  pay  a  bwbble  bat  ain- 
•are  tribute  of  afieetion  to  tbe  memery  of 
my  departed  firieiid.  Sir*  it  is  not  on  any 
«e«udei«ti«l  of  private  Mendibip-^it  m 
Bot  eo  any  contesnplatioa  of  hia  maay 
^ialnes  at  a  private  iiidividttal,^it  ia  on 
the  reflectioo  of  the  great  space  wbicb  he 
•oeupiei  in  tbie  Houaci-Mt  ta  en  the  re* 
colleotioB  of  hie  splendid  abiHtie»^it  is 
M  Urn  coitfictieii  wbit k  m  lAo  ibouthi 
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with  him  on  political  sabjecU  i 
of  the  advantages  wbicb  the  coqi 
rived  for  hia  exertions,  that  I  foi 
excuse  for  this  address  — that 
claim  the  concurrence  of  all  tb 
bear  me  in  the  feelings  wbicb  a^ 
at  the  preeent  Baoaient^[Hesr, 
I  am  well  aware.  Sir,  thai  aonj 
this  Houae  thought  his  opinions  en 
But*— I  apeak  it  with  confidence 
sore  that  there  is  not  eae  of  his  ] 
opponenu  who  will  not  lay  bis  I 
his  heart  and  say  that  ha  always  I 
him  a  manly  antagonist— [Hear, 
Tbe  Hoiaae  of  Commons  will*  1 1 
suaded  ever  do  justice  to  tbe  goo^ 
tiana  of  thoea  who  hoaestly  disse 
the  sentimenu  of  the  msjority. 
tomed  to  defend  bis  opinions  vri 
neatness  and  war anth,  the  eiMrgki 
admirable  and  comprebeoiifc  niixi 
never  permit  tbe  least  approach  to 
nem  or  indifieffODGe.  Botnopani 
aoamesity  ever  found  a  plsct  is  his  I 
and,  to  nsa  hia  own  words  oo  ai 
melancholy  oecaaion,  ^  be  oe nr  t 
hia  political  enmity  beyood  tbe  ^ 
of  thia  Honae,"— [Hear,  bsar!]  \ 
his  UDiforna  practice  te  do  jostice  i 
motives  of  bis  political  opponents; 
am  happy  to  feel  that  tbe  lasie  joij 
doae  to  hia  motives  by  ibeo-{' 
hear !]  To  these.  Sir,  wbo  were 
immediately  acquainted  witb  b»  o^ 
character— who  knew  the  dintoei 
hie  mind,  hia  seal  for  troth,  l)ii»ii» 
love  of  his  country,  the  ardooT»4» 
nem  of  hia  disposltioB,  iacspableo 
may,  bis  unafiecUd  haaisnHyif 
other  ▼arioaa  and  excelleot  qaa^^ 
loas  ia  irreparabIe--(;Hesr,  bar'] 
most  of  all  will  it  be  felt  by  tbe  jk^ 
his  neighbourhood.  Troly  i»V,»^ 
called  ••  the  poor  maa's  ftkni,  " 
thoae  who,  like  myself,  hare  bad  t^ 
portunity  of  observing  bis  coa^r, 
can  be  aware  of  bU  ontbsttsg  9^ 

DIM  [mar,  hew!]  iB***""  j 
!di»idiwlt  Uto  bMelie4  ^^l^j 
at  hi*  hMrt;  tad  tin  ««wV'  ^^ 
oiMl  tM*n  cf  wbkb  iM  t^^l 
turn  mperidMbie  NMrii  •IJT^ 

pbilwiliropy.  «.  *•»' « jJjirJ 
■Ma  wbo.weBt  iMfM*  ti^ClL  I 
Hia  e^Wot  AMiMi*  i»  ^JT^ 
f«TMro(  tbe  latm— "'  .fSzji 
bitiag  tbe  irukmm  "^  W,* 
trae  Bagliib  cbMMW*J*J:  „  i( 


fe|N  9i  tk»  luiMM»> 
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lent  «iem€iit  they  aflbrd  a  subject 
melandMly  retrospect  to  those  who 
B  formerly  dwelt  with  delight  on  the 
evolence  of  a  heart  which  always 
t»  and  on  the  vigoor  of  an  intellect 
ich  was  always  employed  for  the  be* 
It  of  his  fellow-creature^ — [Hear, 
ir  !3  Sir,  I  am  conscious  that  I  need 
in  treat  pardon  of  the  Honse  at  large 

thiia  indulging  in  the  praise  of  my 
lented  friend ;  but  I  owe  an  apology  to 
»iie  who  loved  him,  for  the  feebleness 
.h  which  it  has  been  bestowed— [Hear» 
ir  !]     I  move.  Sir,  "  That  the  Speaker 

issue  bis  warrant  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
own,  to  make  out  a  new  writ  for  the 
acting  of  a  burgess  to  serve  in  this  pre- 
it  Parliament  for  the  borough  of  Bed* 
'd,  in  the  room  of  Samuel  Whitbread, 
[}.  deceased.'' 

Mr.  Wilberforce  expressed  the  gratifica- 
»n  which  he  felt  at  the  pathetic  speech 

the  noble  marquis,  which  aflbrded  an 
Idittonal  proof  that  the  best  eloquence 
as  that  of  the  heart.  He  wished  to  adil 
s  testimony  to  the  excellent  qualities  of 
le  lamented  indifidoal  whose  death  had 
indered  the  present  motion  necessary ; 
id  in  doing  so,  he  could  with  truth  de« 
iare,  that  be  was  only  one  of  many  thou* 
inds,  rich  as  well  as  poor,  by  whom  hie 
haracter  had  been  most  highly  estimated. 
VM  had  it  been  termed  by  the  noble 
larquis  "  a  truly  Eqglish  character/' 
Wen  its  defects,  trifling  as  they  were,  (and 
[hat  character  was  altogether  without 
'efect?)  were  those  whtce  belonged  to 
^e  English  character.  Never  bad  ibeve 
Existed  a  more  complete  Englishman— 
^Hear,  hear  !j|  All  who  knew  him  must 
'ecollect  the  indefatigable  earnestness  and 
iersererance  with  which,  during  the 
-ourae  of  his  lifs,  he  directed  his  talents 
ind  the  whole  of  his  time  to  the  poblic 
^terest;  and  altbotfgh  he  (Mr.  Wilber^ 
^orce)  undoubtedly  difeted  from  him  ea 
haany  oocasions,  yet  he  always  did  full 
f.usiice  to  his  public  spirit  and  love  of  his 
>:oontry— [Hear,  hear !  ]  He  was  capable 
i(ss  had  been  seen  at  various  times)  of 
Controlling  the  strongest  feelings  of  per- 
lonal  attachment,  when  he  thooffht  that 
iiis  doty  to  the  public  oompeHed  him  to 
do  so.  It  was  a  melancholy  aatisbction 
ito  those  who  loved  him,  to  see  that  those 
fwho  had  differed  from  him  on  many  poli- 
itical  questions,  nevertheless  considered 
,him  as  one  of  those  public  treasures,  the 
iloss  of  which  most  by  all  parties  be 
l^eeply  laaeatad«-(Heii^  kaarlj     for 


himself,  be  coold  never  forget  the  import 
tant  assistance  which  he  derived  from  his 
seat  and  ability  in  the  great  cause  which 
he  had  so  long  advocated  in  that  House. 
On  every  occasion,  indeed,  in  which  the' 
condition  of  human  beings  was  concerned 
•*-and  the  lower  their  state  the  stronger 
their  recommendation  to  his  favour^— no 
one  was  more  anxious  to  apply  his  great 
powers  to  increase  the  happiness  of  man- 
kind— [Hear,  bear !] 

The  CkanceUor  qf  the  Exchequer  stated, 
that  it  was  far  from  his  wish  to  detain  the 
Hmise  after  the  address,  replete  with  feel* 
ing  and  propriety,  which  they  had  heard 
from  the  noble  marquis,  and  after  the  ex- 
cellent observations  of  his  hon.  friend— « 
[Hear,  hear!]  All  that  be  desired  to 
say  was,  that  it  must  be  some  consolation  to 
the  noble  marquis,  and  to  the  whole 
House,  to  feel,  that  .whatever  difference  of 
opinion  might  exist  on  political  questions, 
there  was  no  one  who  did  not  do  justice  to 
the  virtues  and  talents  of  the  object  of 
their  regret,  or  who  for  a  moment  evp-* 
posed  that  he  was  actuated  in  his  public 
conduct  by  any  other  motive  than  «  con« 
viction  of  public  duty — [Hear,  hear !] 

The  new  writ  for  Bedford  was  then  or- 
dered. 

Sir  /•  Yarke,  seeing  an  hon.  member  in* 
his  plaoe  who  had  lately  complained  of 
^he  conduct  of  captain  Baker,  4>f  the  Com-r 
berJand,  in  the  management  of  a  coovoyt 
which  he  had  in  charge,  read  a  letter  from 
captain  Baker,  explaining  the  nature  of 
the  transaction,  and  defending  himself 
from  the  accusation. 

Mr.  Forhee  declared,  that  no  man  wovl^ 
be  more  rejoiced  than  himself  if  capiaia 
Baker  cleaved  himself  from  the  charge 
alleged  against  him,  and  pledged  himself 
to  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  put  the 
Admiralty  in  possession  of  the  means  of 
prosecuting  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  M.  A.  Ta^hr  gave  notice,  that 
early  in  the  next  session  he  would  reviver 
the  subject  of  the' abeUtion  of  the  ponith-^ 
ment  of  the  pillory,  unless  some  measure 
of  that  kind  should  originate  in  another 
quarter ;  and  also,  that  early  in  the  next 
session,  unless  a  considerable  alteration 
should  take  phice  in  the  'mean  while,  he 
would  renew  the  BUI  for  better  paving 
the  Metropolis. 

U0U8E  OF  LORDa 

Wedneiday,  July  12. 
Tna  Sfvai^er's  Spsbch  to  the  PaiNq» 

Rt9XNT    9M  FlKSBNTina     THE  YoiTS  Ot 
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CftBDiT  Bill*]  Extctly  at  two  o'clock* 
bis  royal  higbooM  tbe  Prioco  ReRcnt  en- 
tered tbe  House  of  Lords.  Tbe  Usber  of 
tbe  Black  Rod  was  immediately  dispatch- 
ed to  the  House  of  Commons,  requiring 
their  attendance.  The  Speaker  and  a 
great  number  of  members  accordingly 
made  tbeir  appearance  in  a  few  minoies. 
As  soon  as  the  Speaker  bad  reached  the 
bar,  be  pronounced  tbe  following  Speech  :"— 


"  May  it  please  your  Royal  Highness: 

««We  his  Majesty's  faithful  sobjecU, 
the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire* 
.  land,  in  obedience  to  your  Royal  High- 
Bess's  commands,  attend  your  Royal 
Highness;  and,  according  to  our  ancient 
privilege,  we  crave  leave  to  present  with 
onr  own  hands  our  grant  of  supply,  which 
concludes  the  labours  of  the  session. 

"  In  the  ordinary  'course  of  our  pro- 
ceedings, much  of  our  time  has  been  oc- 
cupied in  discussing  measures  of  great 
importance  to  the  State,  with  respect  to 
its  agriculture,  shipping,  and  finances. 

"  We  have  endeavoured  so  to  regulate 
the  Corn  Laws  with  prudence  and  firm* 
^ness,  that  protection  and  encoaragement 
may  be  given  to  tbe  agricultural  interests 
of  every  part  of  tbe  United  Kingdom, 
without  endangering  tbe  prosperity  of  our 
trade  and  manufactures.  We  have  en- 
deavoured also  to  derive  new  means  of 
maritime  strength  from  the  valuable  re* 
•onrces  of  our  Indian  possessions;  and, 
after  devising  and  preparing  sach  plans 
for  adjusting  the  public  revenue  and  ex- 
penditure, as  might  suit  a  period  of  re« 
turning  peace,  we  have  been  called  upon 
by  unlooked-for  events,  to  renew  our  ex- 
ertions and  sacrifices  upon  the  most  ex- 
tended scale  of  war. 

"  Scarcely  had  we  closed  our  contest 
with  America,  and  scarcely  had  the  Con- 
gress of  Vienna  laid  tbe  first  foundation  of 
those  arrangements,  which  were  destined 
to  consolidate  the  peace  of  Europe,  when, 
in  direct  contravention  of  the  most  solemn 
engagements,  the  disturber  of  Europe, 
and  destroyer  of  the  human  race,  re- 
peared  upon  the  throne  of  France,  and 
tbe  world  was  once  more  in  arms. 
^  *<  In  the  short  space  of  three  months, 

t 
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by  rapid  strides,  the  fate  of  Eorof 
been  again  brought  to  isane  ;  and  the 
flict  was  treraendoos,  bat  the  resul 
l>een  glorious.  The  moat  warlike  ns 
beaded  by  tbe  most  renowned  cotr 
ders,  have  met  in  battle  ;  and  as  £r 
we  have  the  triumphant  aatisfacti< 
know  (however  much  tbat  triompb 
be  saddened  with  private  grief),  iha 
now  no  longer  donbtful  to  what  t 
and  to  what  nation,  the  world  will  hi 
forth  ascribe  the  pre-eminence  for  mil 
skill  and  unconquerable  Talour. 

*'  To  consecrate  the  trophies,  aaiJ 
petoate  tbe  fane  of  onr  brave  camtm 
who  fell  in  tbat  nnriTalled  victwi 
have  declared  it  to  be  our  ardent  cc 
and  it  will  be  the  distingniahing  glot 
your  Royal  Higbneas's  days,  to  erec 
the  metropolis  of  tbia  empire,  each  a  i 
and  durable  nonament  of  their  mili 
renown,  and  our  national  gratitode 
may  command  the  Teneralibo  of  our  h 
posterity. 

<'  Great,  however,  and  gXonooa  as 
Tictory  hu  been  in  itaelf,  it  is  not  to 
joint  exertions  and  heroic  acbievew 
of  tbe  British  and-  Prusaian  arms  io  \ 
memorable  conflict,  that  we  most  liorr 
admiration.  We  have  also  to  cfMtapl 
with  equal  pride  and  satisfactiu  ttsic 
mediate  consequences,  military,  po^bc 
and  moral. 

"  We  have  seen  the  •  ilioitrioei  Ca 
mandersof  tbe  Allied  Armies  advanciaf 
once  into  tbe  heart  of  France  ;  and  Fli 
twice  conquered,  has  again  opeoe^  i;i 
gates  to  the  cpnquerors. 

"  The  Usurper  of  a  throne,  wiucb  i 
baa  twice  abdicated,  baa  toagbt  bimiFi 
in  an  ignominious  flight,  and  the  ri|ti 
Sovereign  of  France  has  once  nore' 
sumed  the  sceptre  of  his  anceston. 

*'  With  these  awful  scenes  passioe  :i 
fore  us,  we  may  presume  also  to  b^:' 
that  the  period  is  not  now  distant,  v-*^ 
the  hand  of  Providence  will  finally  cx:J 
guish  the  remaining  efi'ects  of  tbat  gt^* 
and  perfidious  spirit  of  dominatioa  wh. 
hft  so  long  raged  without  control,  ^ 
restore  to  desolated  Europe  the  bles£-1 
of  peaca  and  jostica. 
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Ba(»  Sir,  ^whatever  may  be  the  final 
^ue  of  these  great  iraosaciions,  we  look 
'rward  with  oanfidence  to  their  satis- 
^ciory  concloaion,  under  the  auapices  of 
our  Royal  Highneai;  and  we  doubt  not 
the  happiest  results,  from  the  same 
:>uiic4l8  which  hare  planned,  and  the 
4ine  hands  that  ha?e  executed  those  wise 
nd  vigorous  measures  which  have  hitherto 
eea  crowned  with  such  signal  success* 
/'  On  our  part,  it  is  our  humble  duty  to 
.rengthen  the  means  of  your  Royal  High- 
esa's  Government;  and  towards  effectuat- 
ig  that  purpose,  we,  his  Majesty's  faithful 
.Commons,  do  this,  day  present  to  your 
jloyal  Highness  a  Bill,  intituled,  '  An  Act 
or  enabling  his  Majesty  to  raise'  the  sum 
S  Six  Millions  for  the  service  of  Great 
Britain/ 

"  To  which,  with  all  humility,  we  in- 
rjeat  his  Majesty's  Royal  Assent*'' 

The  Royal  Assent  waa  then  declared  to 
Jie  Vote  of  Credit  Bill,  the  Bread  Assize 
Bill,  and  a  number  of  minor  Bills* 


Tub  Pbincb  Regent's  Speech  at  the 
Close  of  the  Session.}  His  royal  high- 
ness the  Prince  Regent  was  then  pleased 
to  rbake  the  following  Speech  from  the 
throne : 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 

"  I  cannot  close  this  session  of  parlia- 
ment without  again  expressing  my  deep 
regret  at  the  continuance  pf  his  Majesty's 
lamented  indisposition. 

«'  At  the  commencement  of  the  present 
aession  I  entertained  a  confident  hope,  that 
the  Peace  which  I  had  concluded  in  con- 
junction with  his  Majesty's  Allies  would 
meet  with  DO  interruption;  that,  after  so 
many  years  of  continued  warfare  and  of 
unexampled  calamity,  the  nations  of  Eu- 
rope would  be  allowed  to  enjoy  that  repose 
for  which  they  had  been  so  long  contend- 
ing ;  and  that  your  efforts  might  be  di- 
rected to  alleviate  the  burthens  of  his 
JVIajesty's  people,  and, to  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as  might  best  promote  the  internal 
prosperity  of  his  dominions. 

"  These  expectations  were  disappointed 
by  an  act  of  violence  and  perfidy  of  wlJicb 
no  parallel  can  be  found  in  history, 

(VOL.  XXXI.) 


"  The  usurpation  of  the  supreme  autho* 
rity  in  France  by  Buonaparte,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  defection  of  the  French 
ar-mies  from  their  legitimate  Sovereign, 
appeared  to  me  to  be  so  incompatiblctwith 
the  general  security  of  other  countries,  as 
well  as  with  the  engagements  to  which 
the  French  nation  had  recently  been  a 
party,  that  I  felt  I  had  no  alternative  but 
to  employ  the  military  resources  of  his 
Majesty's  dominions,  in  conjunction  with 
his  Majesty's  Allies,  to  prevent  the  re- 
establishment  of  a  system  which  expe- 
rience had  proved  to  be  the  source  of  such 
incalculable  woes  to  Earope. 

"  Under  such  circumstances  you  will 
have  seen,  with  just  pride  and  satisfaction, 
the  splendid  su'ccess  with  which  it  his 
pleased  Divine  Providence  to  bless  his 
Majesty's  arms  and  those  of  his  Allies. 

"  Whilst  the  glorious  and  ever-memo- 
rable victory  obtained  at  Waterloo,  by 
field-i^arshals  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and 
and  Prince  Blucher,  has  added  fresh  lustre 
to  the  characters  of  those  great  com* 
manders,  and  has  exalted  the  military 
reputation  of  this  country  beyond  all 
former  example,  it  has  at  the  same  time 
produced  the  most  decisive  effects  on  the 
operations  of  the  war,  by  delivering  from 
invasion  the  dominions  of  the  king  of  the 
Netherlands,  and  by  placing,  in  the  short 
space  of  fifteen  days,  the  city  of  Paris  and 
a  large  part  of  the  kingdom  of  France  in 
the  military  occupation  of  the  Allied 
Armies. 

*'  Amidst  events  so  important,  I  am 
confident  you  will  see  how  necessary  it 
is,  that  there  should  be  no  relaxation  in 
our  exertions,  until  I  shall  be  enabled,  in 
conjunction  with  his  Majesty's  Allies,  to 
complete  those  arrangements  which  may 
afford  the  prospect  of  permanent  peace 
and  security  to  Europe. 

"  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Commons; 
"  I  thank  you  for  the  very  liberal  pro- 
vision you  have  made  for  the  services  of 
the  present  year. 

<<  I  deipply  lament  the  continuance  and 
increase  of  those  burthens  which  the  great 
military  exertions  of  the  present  cam* 
(*E) 
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paigOf  combined  with  the  heavy  •rrean 
remeining  due  for  the  expenses  of  the 
former  war^  have  rendered  indispensable, 
and  which  his  Majesty's  loyal  sobjetts 
from  a  conviction  of  their  necessity,  have 
sustained  with  sech  exemplary  fortitade 
and  cheerfulness. 

•'  Yon  have  aheady,  seen,  howerer,  the 
froit  of  the  exertions  which  hare  been 
tnade;  and  there  can  be  no  doobi  that 
the  best  economy  will  be  found  to  result 
from  that  policy  which  may  enabfe  os 
to  bring  the  contest  to  the  most  speedy 
termination. 

"  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen ; 
"  The  brilliant  and  rapid  success  of  the 
Austrian  arms  at  the  opening  of  the  cam- 
paign, has  led  to  the  restoration  of  the 
kingdom  ofNaples  to  iu  ancient  Sovereign, 
and  to  the  deliverance  of  that  important 
portion  of  July  from  foreign  infloence  and 
dominion.  • 

"  I  have  further  the  aatisfaction  of  ac- 
quainting you,  that  the  authority  of  his 
Most  Christian  Majesty  has  been  again 
acknowledged  in  his  capital,  to  which  his 
Majesty  has  himself  repaired. 

"  The  restoration  of  Peace  between  this 
Country  and  the  United  States  of  America 
has  been  followed  by  a  negociation  for  a 
Commercial  Treaty,  which  I  have  every 
reason  to  hope  will  be  terminated  upon 
conditions  calculated  to  cement  the  good 
understanding  subsisting  between  the  two 
countries,  and  equally  beneficial  to  the 
interests  of  both. 

"  I  have  great  pleasure  in  acquainting 
you,  that  the  labours  of  the  Congress  at 
Vienna  have  been  brought  to  a  conclusion  I 
by  the  signature  of  a  Treaty,  which,  as  the 
ratifications  have  not  yet  been  exchanged, 
could  not  be  communicated  to  you,  but 
which  I  expect  to  be  enabled  to  lay  be- 
fore you  when  I  next  meet  you  in  Parlia- 
ment. 

*'  1  cannot  release  you  from  your  at- 
tendance without  assuring  you,  that  it  is 
in  a  great  degree  to  the  support  which 
you  have  afforded  me,  that  I  ascribe  the 
success  of  my  earnest  endeavours  for  the 
public  welfare ;  and  on  no  occasion  has 


that  support  been  noreiiaportnti 
the  course  of  the  pteseat  leaioDi 

**  In  the  further  proRCQUos  d 
measorea  as  may  be  necemry  to 
the  great  contest  in  which  «e  trea 
to  an  honourable  and  satisltctoryc 
sion,  I  shall  vely  with  confidence  i 
experienced  leil  and  stssdy  loyih] 
classes  of  his  Majesty's  svbj€cti;  n 
may  depend  on  my  efibrts  lo  inpn 
present  advantages  in  sochnuDei 
best  provide  for  tbs  geiienliniH| 
of  Europe,  and  msiataiD  the  bigl 
racter  which  this  cooatry  ssjojiM 
the  nations  of  the  world/' 

The  Lord  Chancellor  then,  hj^ 
highness  the  Prince  Regentf  cool 
said  :  "^My  Lords  and  GtntleoeB; 
the  will  and  pleasure  of  his  royal  hi| 
the  Prince  Regent,  acting  in  (be  nia 
on  behalf  of  his  Msjestji  tint  this 
I  lament  be  prorogued  lo  Tseidi] 
2fd  day  of  August  next,  t§bethen 
holden  ;.aiid  this  ParliasKOtiriceonli 
prorogued  to  Tuesday  the  22d^oi 

gustnext." 
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Wedmtdtiy,  My  12. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  aud,  bewuMf 
the  attention  of  the  right  bon.|Ut!ei 
to  a  subject  which  had  occopiedtkM 
of  Parliament  in  the  early  partoftl« 
sion ;  he  alluded  to  the  Abolitioo  ol 
Slave  Trade  by  France.  He  hoped 
now  Louis  XVIIL  wss  lertorwl " 
throne  again,  bis  Msjesty'i  dx" 
would  use  their  utmost  endeaioon* 
tain  from  him  an  immediste  aboliM 
that  traffic.  .. 

The  Ckancelhrqf  the  EfchefKrv^ 
could  assure  the  hon.  genlleaian  ij» 
subject  had  been  already  floderibe« 
tion  of  Government,  and  that  f*^ 
would  not  be  found  wanting  ID  tbeirti 
to  accomplish  so  desirable  an  oDj^^v 

At  two  o'clock  the  Uaher  rt  ij« " 
Rod  appeared,  and  somiDoned ibeo 
into  the  House  of  Peers.  VmJ^ 
turn,  the  members  assembled  rwf^ 
table,  when  the  Speaker  read  t»^ 
of  his  Royal  Highness  to  theiD,pf<^| 
the  Parliament  to  Tuesdjy  the  ;^ 
August,  after  which  he  made  hw^'^' 
the  members  withdreir* 


n 
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An  Act  for  the  cocoani^enieBt  and  reward 
f  petty  officers,  aeamen,  and  royal  marines, 
or  lon^  and  faithful  service,  and  for  the 
sonaolioatiou  of  the  Chest  al  Greenwich 
rttb  the  Royal  Hospital  there. 
For  directing  the  application  of  the  resi* 
luary  personal  estate  of  Anna  Maria  Rey- 
lolds,  spinster,  bequeathed  by  her  to  the  use 
>f  the  Sinking  Food. 

For  continuing  to  bis  Hiyesty  certain  duties 
[>a  malt,  sugar,  tobacco,  and  snuff,  in  Great 
Britain  ;  and  on  pensions,  offices,  and  per- 
sonal estates  in  England  ;  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1815. 

For  raising  the  sum  of  12,500,000/1  by 
Exchequer  mils,  for  the  service  of  Great 
Britain  for  the  year  1815. 
To  enable  the  commissioners  of  bis  Ma- 
jesty's Treasury  to  issue  Exchequer  bills,  on 
the  credit  of  such  aids  or  supplies  as  have 
been  or  shall  be  granted  by  Parliament  for 
the  service  of  Great  Britain  for  the  year 
1815. 

To  continue,  until  the  S5th  day  of  March 
1816,  an  Act  for  suspending  the  operation  of 
an  Act  of  the  17lh  year  of  his  present  Ma- 
jesty, for  restraining  the  negociation  of  pro- 
missorv  notes  and  bills  of  exchange  under  a 
limited  sum  in  England.  • 
•  To  repeal  an  Act  of  the  last  session  of  Par- 
liament, for  granting  duties  of  Excise  on 
certain  sorts  of  glass  made  in  Ireland,  and 
for  granting  and  allowing  certain  countervail- 
ing duties  and  drawbaclu  in  respect  thereof. 
I.  To  continue,  during  the  continuance  of  the 
present   hostilities,  and   until   six   months 
afler  the  ratification  of  a  definitive  treaty 
of  peace,  so  much  of  an  Act  of  the  34th 
year  of  bis  present  Majesty,  as  permits  the 
importation  into  Great  Britain  and  .Ireland 
in  neutral  vessels,  from  states  in  amity  with 
bis  Majesty,  of  certain  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandize. 
9.  To  continue,   until  the  expiration  of  six 
months  after  the  conclusion  of  the  present 
hostilities,  an  Act  of  the  46th  year  of  his 
present  M^esty,  for  authorizing  his  Ma- 
jesty in  council  to  allow  the  importation  and 
exportation  of  certain  goods  and  commodi- 
ties in  neutral  ships  into  and  from  his  Ma- 
'  jesty's  territories   in  the  West  Indies  and 
contioent  of  South  America. 

10.  To  make  further  provision  respecting  the 
duties  payable  upon  East  India  goods,  and 
to  allow  bond  to  be  given  for  payment 
of  the  duties  upon  such  goods  when  imporv- 
ed  by  private  traders. 

11.  To  continue,  until  8ix«  months  after  the  ra- 
tificati<^Q  of  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  an 


AcXM  the  45tli  year  of  his  present  Majesty, 


lonies  surrendered  to  bis  Majesty,  to  exercise 
the  occupations  of  merchants  or  factors  dur- 
ing the  present  war. 

19.  To  amend  several  Acts  relating  to  fines  in 
respect  of  unlawful  distillation  in  Ireland,  to 
the  warehousing  of  spirits^  and  to  the  secur- 
ing the  duties  of  Excise  on  spirits  distilled, 
and  on  hides  and  skins  tanned  in  Ireland.^ 

13*  To  amend  an  Act  passed  in  the  last  session 
of  Parliament,  intituled.  An  Act  to  provide 
for  the  better  execution  of  the  laws  in  Ire- 
land, by  appointing  superintending  magia* 
trates  and  additional  constables  in  couoties, 
in  certain  cases. 

14.  To  impose  certain  duties  on  the  import^ 
tion,  and  to  allow  draw|iAcks  on  the  ex  porta* 
tion  of  certain  sorts  of  wood  into  and  from 
Ireland,  in  lieu  of  former  duties  and  draw- 
backs on  the  like  sorts  of  wood  ;  aud  to  in- 
demnify persons  who  have  admitted  certaia 
sorts  of  wood  It.  entry  on  payment  of  a 
proportion  only  of  the  duty  imposed  thereon, 

15.  1^  amend  an  Act  made  in  the  58od  year 
of  his  present  Majesty,  for  making  provision 
for  the  better  support  of  bis  Mtgesty's  bouse* 
hold,  during  the  continuance  of  his  Majesty's 
indisposition. 

16.  To  continue  and  amend  an  Act,  passed  in 
the  48tb  year  of  the  reign  of  his  present 
Majesty,  intituled,  An  Act  for  empowering 
the  Governor  and  Compauy  of  the  Bank  of 
England  to  advance  the  sum  of  three  millions 
towards  the  aupply  for  the  service  pf  the  year 
1808. 

17.  To  indemnifv  such  persons  in  the  United 
Kingdom  as  have  omitted  to  qualify  them- 
selves for  offices  and  employments,  and  for 
extending  the  times  limited  fbr  those  pur* 

goses  respectively,  until  the  ^45th  day  of 
larch  1816  ;  and  to  permit  su^  |)ersoua  in 
Great  Briuin  as  have  omitted  to  make  and 
file  affidavita  of  the  execution  iff  indentures 
of  clerks  to  attornies  and  solicitors  to  make 
and  file  the  same  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  Hilary  Term  1816. 

18.  To  settle  and  secure  an  anniiit)r  on  lord 
Walsiogham,  in  consideration  of  Ids'ai^vices 
as  chairman  of  the  committees  of  tb^HoMse 
of  Lords. 

19.  To  grant  certain  duties  of  Excise  upon 
licences  for  the  sale  of  spirituous  and  other 
liquors  by  retsil,  and  upon  licences  to  per- 
sons dealing  in  exciseable  commodities,  li| 
Ireland,  in  lieu  of  the  Sump-duties  nay  able 
upon  such  licences ;  and  to  secure  tae  pay- 
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ment  of  such  Exdw-dulies,  and  to  regulate 

the  issuiDg  of  tucl^liceoces ;  and  to  discoa- 

rage  (he  immoderate  aae  of  apiritooos  liquors 

in  Ireland. 
$0.  For  punishing  matiuy  and  deaerlion ;  and 

for  the  better  payment  of  the  Amy  and  their 

quarters. 
f1.  For  the  regulating  of  hia  Majesty's  Royal 

Marine  forcea  while  on  shore. 

22.  To  repeal  the  duties  of  Customs  payable 
on  tbe  importation  of  tobacco,  and  to  grant 
other  duties  in  lieu  thereof. 

23.  To  repeal  the  duties  of  <^a8toms  upon  the 
importation  of  citrat  of  lime,  and  to  grant 
other  duties  in  lien  thereof. 

24.  To  grant  dutiea  of  Customs  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  certain  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dize, from  Ireland,  in  lieu  of  the  duties  of 
Customs  heretofore  payable  on  such  expoi^ 
tation. 

25.  For  the  better  regulation  of  the  manufac> 
ture  of  brown  linens  in  Ireland. 

26.  To  amend  the  laws  now  in  force  for  regu- 
lating the  importation  of  corn. 

27.  To  contipue,  until  the  5th  day  of  July 
1816,  certain  additional  duties  of  Excise  in 
Great  Britain. 

28.  For  further  contiouinjof,  until  the  5th  day 
of  July  1816,  an  Act  orthe  44th  year  of  his 
present  Majesty,  to  continue  the  restrictions 
contained  iu  tbe  several  Acts  of  his  present 
Afajcsty  on  payments  of  cash  by  the  Bank 
of  England. 

29.  To  regulate  the  trade  between  Majta  and 
its  dependencies,  and  his  Majesty's  colonies 
and  plantations  In  America;  and  also  be* 
tween  Malta  and  tbe  United  Kingdom. 

do.  For  granting  to  his  Majesty,  until  the  5th 
day  ofApril  1819,  additional  duties  of  Ex- 
cise in  Great  Britain  on  sweets,  tobacco, 
snuff,  and  Excise  licences. 

31.  To  amend  certain  Acts  respecting  the  ex- 
portation and  importation  of  sugar,  and  fur- 
ther to  regulate  the  importation  of  sugar, 
coffee,  and  other  articles  from  certain  islands 
in  the  West  Indies. 

82.  To  rectify  a  mistake  in  an  Act  of  the  pre- 
sent session  of  Parliament  with  respect  to 
the  dnties  on  sugar  imported  from  the  East 

^  Indies;  and  for  further  continuing,  until 
the  end  of  six  weeks  from  aud  after  the  ex- 
piration of  any  Act  or  Acts  of  Parliament 
continuing  tbe  temporary  or  war  dutiea 
upon  sugar  imported  into  Great  Britain, 
certain  countervailing  duties,  drawbacks, 
and  bounties,  on  refined  sugar. 

83.  To  continue,  until  the  5th  day. of  July 
1616,  certain  temporary  or  war  duties  of 
Customs  on  the  importatiou  into  Great  Bri- 
tain of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize. 

84.  To  continue,  until  the  25lh  day  of  March 
,    1817,  an  Act  made  in  the  49th  year  of  his 

present  Majesty,  to  permit  the  importation 
of  tobacco  into  Great  Britain  from  any  place 
whatever. 

85.  To  grant  to  his  Majesty  an  additional  duty 
of  Excise  on  tobacco  in  Ireland. 


S6.  To  grant  to  bis  Msjestj  a  My  of  Ci& 
on  tOMOco  imported  into  Ireltad. 

87.  To  amend  aeveral  Aols  mpectioe  tic 
portation  and  importalioaof  isgirb, 
from  Ireland  ;  and  further  to  ngula 
importation  into  Irdnid  of  tu^r,  cdee,. 
other  articles,  from  certaia  blaads  b. 
West  Indies. 

88.  To  repeal  so  much  of  an  Adof  ik; 
session  of  Parliament,  u  directs  tbs 
bleaching  powder,  made  in  Ireyi 
brought  into  Scotland,  sboald  be  k& 
into  England. 

89.  To  revive  and  contione,  antil(be2o{^{ 
of  March  1820,  several  laws  relating  b. 
encouragement  of  tbe  Greenlaihi  k 
fisheries,  and  to  tbe  allowing  ress^s 
ployed  in  the  said  fisheries  to  coniptoti: 
fall  number  of  men  at  oertiio  ports. 

40.  For  raising  the  sum  of  2,328,730  ^ 
currency,  by  Treasury -bills,  fortbea-d 
of  Ireland,  for  the  year  1815. 

41.  To  continue,  until  three  monibsafar 
ceasing  of  any  restrictioa  imposed  m  t 
Bank  of  England  from  isining  cash  is  {s. 
ment,  the  aeveral  Acts  for  confinBiof  «i 
continuing  the  restriction!  on  pajoaei 
cash  by  the  Bank  of  Ireland. 

42.  To  tacilitattf^thc  admini«tnit«B  « J^f 
in  that  part  of  the  United  KW«n«^^ 
Scollabd,  by  the  extending  triil  by  jafj « 
civil  causes  i 

43.  For  the  more  eflectual  prefen6wof'^ 
use  of  false  and  deficient  meisoT«. 

44.  For  the  relief  of  the  ctptom  »r  F^ 
with  respect  to  the  admitting  w^Ji^ 
of  certain  prize  vessels  and  joodsw  l^ 
to  continue  in  force  unUl  the  J5th  A/^ 
MarcHl816.  .      j^j^ 

45.  For  continuing  the  Pt«n«a»'*^!. 
shins    employed   in  tbe  wm^-" 


fisbc 


ery. 


46.  To  amend  an  Act  pM«i"!^jJ;.i 

of  tbe  reign  of  his  present  Majf^T';;';' 
An  Act  fm- the  better  care  and  ofl«^ 

of  lunatics,  being  paupers  or  cnm^ 
England.  ,  4,^. 

47.  For  procuring  returns  «'f  ^Jj" j^ j^. 
penseand  maintenance  of  the  pff 

laifd  ;  and  also  relative  to  the  b^b«!^^  ^ 

48.  For  enlarging  the  powers  of  i»^ 

men  to  officiate  in  gaols «»«  "" 
rection  within  England  and  ^^^^^^ 

49.  To  procure  returns  of  F^^J^Bjgui 
tried,  and  convicted  for  crimmal  oB^'k^ 

misdemeanors.  .     .  ..kj,^! 

50.  For  the  aboliUon  of  ^^^'j 
connected  with  tbe  gaols  in  *oi"  ;t| 

5 1 .  To  amend  an  Act  of  his  late  m^.  ^ 
George  tbe  second,  for  the  m^^^^ 
sessiog,  collecting,  and  leTjiOK 

rates.  nthe'^h^^^^^ 

52.  To  revive  and  continue,  f^^^/cm'\ 
of  March  1880,  Several  ^^''Joortei' 
additional  duties  on  copper 
Great  Britain. 
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S3.   To  revive  and  contiiiiie»  for  ope  year,  the 
duties  and  contributions  on  the  profits  arts- 
in  If  trooi  property,  professions,  trades,  and 
offices  in  Great  Britain. 
S^»  To  repeal  an  Act  of  the  last  session  of 
.    JParliament,  for  establishing  reffulations  re- 
specttnir  aliens  arrinnf^  in  this  kinf^dom,  or 
resident  therein ;  and  to  establish,  for  twelve 
monthN,  other  regulations  respectingf  aliens 
arrivim^in  this  kingiloai,or  reskling  therein, 
in  certain  cases. 
65.  To  enable  the  commissioners  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's woods,  forests,  and  land  revenues,  to 
contract  for  the  purchase  and  surrender  of 
crown  leases,  and  to  sell  his  Majeaiy's  in- 
terest in  the  Thornhill  estate,  in  the  parish 
I         of  6tallbridf(e,  in  ihe  county  of  Dorset,  and 
in  certain  small  parrels  of  land  beloniyingp  to 
his    Majesty's    subi<*cts   within  the    royal 
forests ;  and  to  remove  doubts  as  to  estates 
I         of  the  Crown,  sold  by  order  of  the  said  com- 
missioners, being  exempted  from  the  auction 

(  56.  To  authorize  the  commissioners  and  go- 
i  vernors  of  the  Royal  Hospital  for  Seamen  at 
I  Greenwich,  to  transfei'  a  certain  sum  in  the 
I  three  pounds  per  oent.  Consolidated  Annui- 
ties, now  standing  in  the  name  of  the  cor- 
poration of  the  Chest  of  Greenwich,  into  the 
j  name  of  the  said  commissionerB ;  and  also 
I         to  receive  snch  dividends  as  are  now  due 

upon  such  annuities. 
i     57.  'Fo  repeal  the  provisions  of  fofmer  Acts, 
,  granting  exclusive  privileges  of  trade  to  the 

,         South  Sea  Company,  and  to  indemnify  the 
I         said  Company  for  the  loss  of  such  privileges. 
,      ^8.  For  granting  aunuities  to  disehaige  certain 
Exchequer  bills. 
59.  For  amending  an  Act  of  his  present  Ma- 
.    jesty*  to  insure  the  proper  and  careful  ma- 
nufactoring  of  fire-arms  in  England,  and 
for  nisking  provision  for  proving  the  barrels 
of  such  fire-arosa. 
00.  To  repeal  several  Acts  relating  to  the  exe- 
cution of  letters  of  attorney  and  wills  of 
petty  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  in  bis 
Majesty's  Navy,  and  to  make  new  provisions 
respectmg  the  same, 
dl.'  To  grant  to  his  Majesty  certain  increased 
rates,  duties,  and  taxes,  in  Ireland,  in  re- 
spect of  windows,  male  servants,  carriages, 
hones,  and  dogs,  in  lieu  of  former  rates, 
duties,  and  taxea  in  respect  of  the  like  arti- 
cles. 
69.  To  grant  to  bis  Migesty  certain  iocreaaed 
duties  of  Excise  in  Ireland  on  malt. 

63.  To  sepeal  the  additional  duty  on  British- 
made  wine  or  sweeia  granted  by  an  Act  of 
this  lessioo  of  Parlianocnt. 

64.  To  explain  and  amend  an  Act  of  the  5drd 
year  of  bis  present  Majesty,  tmhrm  relates 
to  the  granting  gratnities  to  the  East  India 
Com^ny. 

65.  To  amend  the  laws  relating  to  the  Militia 
of  Orsat  Britain. 

66.  For  allowing  maknrs  of  oxygenated  mu- 
riitio  aoid  to  tftktaait,  doty  free,  for  makliig 


such  acid  or  oxymuriate  of  lime  for  bleach- 
ing linen  and  cotton;  for  repealing  the 
Excise  duties  on  Glaub<  rsalt,  awl  on  bleach^ 
ing  powder  imported  from  Ireland;  and  to 
allow  a  further  drawback  on  foreign  brim- 
stone uaed  in  osaking  oil  of  vitriol. 

67.  To  grant  to  his  Majesty  oeruin  duties  and 
taxea  in  Ireland,  in  respect  of  certain  male 
servants^  carriagea  and  horses,  kept  to  be  let 
to  hire. 

68.  To  amend  an  Act  of  the  13th  year  of  hi« 
present  Majesty,  for  the  amendment  and 
preaervation  of  the  public  highways,  in  softr 
as  the  same  relatea  to  notice  of  appeal  againat 
turning  or  diverting  a  public  highway  ;  and 
to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  same  Act  to 
the  stopping  np  of  oonecessary  roads. 

69.  To  regulate  madhouses  in  Scotland. 

70.  For  Mter  regulating  the  formation  and 
.   arrangement  of  £e  j  ndicial  and  other  reooida 

of  the  Conrt  of  Session  in  Scotland. 

71.  To  regulate  hawkers  and  pedlars  in  Scot- 
land. 

72.  To  fix  the  election  for  Glamorganshire  at 
a  central  place  within  the  said  county. 

73.  For  granting  to  bia  Majesty  a  sum  of 
ttioney  to  be  raised  by  lotteries. 

74.  For  granting  annoities  to  discharge  oertaio 
Exchequer  bills ;  and  lor  raising  a  aaro  of 
money  uy  annuities,  for  the  service  of  Groat 
Britain. 

75.  To  continue  the  encoaragement  of  penona 
making  discoveries  for  finding  the  tongitude 
at  sea,  or  other  useful  diaooveriea  and  im- 
provements in  navigation,  and  tor  making 
experiments  relating  thereto ;  and  for  dis- 
charging certain  debts  incurred  by  the  com- 
missioners of  the  longitude,  in  carrying  the 
Acts  relating  thereto  into  execution.  - 

76.  To  enable  his  Majesty,  until  the  1st  day 
of  May  1816,  to  accept  the  services  of  th* 
Local  Militia,  either  in  or  out  of  their  conn- 
ties,  under  certain  resMctwna. 

77*  To  authorize,  under  prrsent  cirounutancesy 
the  drawing  out  and  embodying  of  theBri^ 
tish  and  Irish  Militia,  or  any  part  thereof; 

78.  To  repeal  the  aeveral  dntiea  under  the  cam 
of  the  commissioners  for  managing  tbo 
Stamp-duties  in  Ireland,  and  to  grant  new 
duties  in  lieu  thereof. 

79.  To  regulate  the  coHeetion  and  uanage- 
meutof  the  Btamp-dutie»on  law  proceed- 
ings, attornies,  solicitors,  proctors,  and  cor- 
porate officers  in  Ireland. 

80.  To  provide  for  the  oollectwu  and  manage- 
ment of  Stamp-do^  on  pamphleia,  alma- 
nacka,  and  newspapers  in  Ireland.  * 

81.  To  repeal  the  aeveral  AcU  for  the  collec- 
tion and  management  of  Stamp-dotiea.  in 
Ireland,  and  to  make  more  tffisctual  reguhi* 
tiona  fiir  colieeting  and  managing  the  said 
dutiea  in  gencfal. 

83.  To  grant  duties  of  Customs,  and  to  altow 
drawbacks  and  boontiea  on  certain  goods; 
warsa,  and  merchandise  imported  into  and 
exported  from  IreiandY  in  lien  of  ibrmer 
duties,  drawbacksi  and  bouutlea;  aud  to 
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ugalatiow  f«r  Memif  the 
diiiMB  of  CmliNM  n  IraMMid* 

ti.  Tb  nipilate  the  pojoMfil  of  the  dntiei  of 
CMtooM  oa  f«reigii  goods  inporlcd  bto 
Gfoot  Britain  from  Irolaad,  or  into  Irdood 
from  Greot  Britain  ;  and  of  tho  drawboeks 
«■  the  exportation  of  goods  the  growth,  pro* 
dn^  or  moovfactnro  of  Ortnt  Britain  or 
Iroiand,  batng  been  imported  inta  either 
ooontrjr  from  the  other. 

M.  To  amend  so  much  of  an  Act  of  the  S3rd 
year  of  his  prewnt  Msjestj,  as  refadcs  to 
isinf  the  Kmita  of  the  tovrns  of  CMcotta, 
Madras,  and  Bombay ;  and  akoso  mnchof 
an  Aet  of  the  39th  and  dOth  year  of  hb  pre- 
ient  Majesty,  as  rshrtss  ta  graming  letters  of 
administrauon  to  the  emeta  of  persons 
dying  intestate  withio  the  sereral  presidencisa 
in  the  Bsat  Indies,  ta  the  Registrar  of  the 
BcckwMtkal  Coorta ;  and  taenaUetheGo- 
▼emor  in  tonncii  of  the  said  i^residencies  to 
remove  persons  not  bsing  Bntish  subjecto ; 
and  to  make  provision  for  the  Judges  in  the 
in  certain  cases. 


65.  To  amend  and  continne  for  one  year,  and 
until  twelve  sMnths  after  the  termination  of 


the  preseot  war  by  the  rattttcation  of  a  Do- 
initive  Treaty  of  Peaes,  two  Acta  of  his 
nresent  Mi^mty,  for  ensUing  sabjecto  of 
foreign  states  to  enKst  and  serve  ss  soldiers 
in  bis  Majesty's  service  ;  and  to  enable  his 
Majesty  to  grant  oommimtons  to  Bnlnecta  of 
Ibreign  states  to  serve  as  oficersy  under  eer- 


•6.  To  continue,  until  the  35th  day  of  Match 
1890,  an  Act  made  in  the  46th  year  of  bis 
piumnt  Majmty,  for  permitting  the  importa- 
tion of  BMsts,  yards,  bowsprita,  and  timber 
for  naval  nurposm,  from  the  British  cobnies 
in  North  Aawrica. 

•7.  To  relieve  certain  foreign  vessels  resorting 
to  the  port  of  London  in  respect  of  pik»tage  ^ 
and  to  reguhito  the  mode  of  payment  of 
pilotage  on  foreign  vessels  in  the  said  port. 

•8.  To  amend  an  Act  of  the  last  sesiion  of 
Airhament,  for  reoderioff  more  easy  and 
eflbetual  redrem  for  asmnRs  in  Ireland* 

•••  Ta  asMud  an  Act  of  4he  Sdrd  year  of 
his  Migesty's  reign,  for  making  regulations 
for  the  buildiof^  and  repairing  of  court* 
houses  and  setsions>houses  in  Ireland. 

to.  To  explain  an  Aet  made  hi  the  Parliament 
of  Ireland,  in  the  d9nd  year  of  his  Majesty's 
feign,  retotive  to  inland  navigatiens  there,  so 
for  as  relstea  to  the  limitation  of  actions 
against  canal  companies  and  others. 

f  1.  For  the  payment  of  costa  and  clMums  to 
prasoeutors  and  witnesees,  in  cases  of  folony 
in  Ireland. 

fd.  To  amend  an  Act  of  the  50th  year  of  his 
present  M^yesty's  reign,  relating  to  prisons 
in  Ireland,  so  far  as  conosms  contracta  for 
buildiag  or  repairing  such  prisons. 

iS.  To  repeal  ^  duties  payable  on,  and  the 
perssimion  to  enter  for  home  consumptwn, 
silk  haadkeschiefs  importod   by  the  Bast 


9du  Toeonti«oe  and  aoDeiid  seien 
Intimg  totbe  Bridalt  white  heiriiig 

96.  To  vepeni  the  duties  payaUe  < 
portation  idIo  GreaE  Britain  of  wA 
ole  extract  fiKHn  oak  bnrk,  sad  cib 
Mesabstauoen  woeri  ia  the  Uan 


ther ;  and  t»  grawt  n  duty  in  lieatl 


M.  To  grant  m  fwethus  mam  of 
chasing  wm  notale  to  acoompai; 
of  earl  Netoua,  ami  alsu  to  siaeid 
of  the  46ih  nod  5Srd  vean  sf  h 
Mojesty's  fmi§gn  far  nsncing  inch  pi 

9f.  TogmntUO'ttieJkidgrsoftbeCii 
Court  of  Ediabw^  a  ixed  niir^ 
of  their  present  nulnrv,  and  certm 


payments. 


the 

Downpatriek  elect 
suspend  the 
other  proci 


lect 
to 

oftbfwal 
foe  the  spfMi^ 
rnHMnw  wiliiaa 
land. 

99.  To  mske  farther  provisioDi  ftrd 
and  securing  the  deties  sf  ]bm  i 
mnde  in  Ireland. 

100.  To  provide  lor  the  eeUeclinaa^n 
HMUt  of  8taua|i^otiea  ps^iM»  « J 
exchange,  prooimaory  anei,  mofb 
game  certiftcatoa  in  Iselaai 

101.  To  regoktn  the  cohedm^Saa^ 
on  mattera  in  respect  of  ehdklmKi! 
be  granted  by  the  Comsummnd  ^ 
in  Ireland. 

lot.  To  repeal  oertaiu  dutimm Wshf  ii 
in  oil  iu  Grant  Britain  amfu^ 
Ireland. 

109.  To  regulate  the  pmtsgw  rfihip  ^ 
and  from  Ireland. 

104.  TonMkefurtherprovittOiif«^» 
of  licences  to  peraons  to  desl  in,  w ' 
or  BMnufactttve  apirils  anf  tder  o 
ablecommoditica  in  Irehad.io'fo^'^ 
the  duties  of  Excise  psysUtb/ibff 


105.  To  make  fmrther  provieiosi  fff  «* 
and  securing  the  dutiee  of  Bxok  s' 
and  skins  tanned  in  Irehad. 

106.  To  make  further  proviiioQifor<^ 
and  securing  the  duties  of  ^omV^ 

*  printed,  pJoted,  or  staised  w  ^^ 

serve  for  hangings  snd  other  ^ 
lOr.  To  regulate  the  appoimBieot«r{«» 

of  the  Richmond  Lunatic  Atylan^ 

108.  For  puoishiog  mutiny  «»i*: 
and  for  the  bettor  pay  mcnt  ot  wv*. 
their  quarters.  .^ 

109.  To  enable  the  sheriff  defiit»«'^ 
and  iustices  of  tbepesoe  of  tbe<^ 
Blackmanan,  to  ioearoerate  V^^ 
gaol  of  the  royal  borgb  of  f^' 
common  gaol  of  the  coasty  of  olvwi' 

110.  For  chaigiog  certain  duli«f «» j^ 
made  wines  in  Ireland  in  !«« •»  "* 
duties.  .  ^^-rf 

111.  For  the  better  collectisr**^  5*^ 
duties  on  spirita  disliHcd  io  Ire*^;  ^ 

119.  For  the  better  isgslituV  ^  ^ 
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^  ^  collection  of  the  dutm  on  |M|i«r  nwde 
**^  Ireland,  aiid4o  puMwat  ftmidB  tbereio. 
"^  for  all^ag  eertaiii  drawbacks  and  oaun- 
-Krraili]^  dutiat  oa  glass,  for  ezemptiog 
*-  ctsh  glass  botUesfrom  4be  dirty  kapoaad  by 
■  ta  Act  of  the  last  scasioo  of  Parlianient,  and 
•«r  exemptini^  the  leather  and  glasa  of  car- 
reagres  beiooging  to  oertaia  ^mtsods  imparted 

rom  Ireland  Ibrp rkate  uae  fiianB.dnMr. 
'  .|. .  To  augment  the  salary  of  the  Master  of 

^m  Rolls  in  Irelaiid,  and  to  enable  his  Ma- 

/8ty  to  grant  an  additional  annaity  to  such 
plaster  of  the  Rolls  on  the  tesigoation  of  his 
^  ffice|.and  to  ragulate  the  disposal  of  the 
[^jfficea  of  the  Biz  Cleiks  in  the  Conrt  of 

#hnnoery  io  Irelaod. 
^  .  To  carry  into  efieot  a  oooTention  made 
^^  etween  bis  Majesty  and  the  K.iDg  of  the 
^^etherlaads  and  theJBmperor  of  all  iheRus- 
^iaa. 

>.  To  make  further  regulations  for  the  re- 
^iatrv  of  ships  built  in  India, 
^r.  lo  fiermit,  until  six  weeks  after  the  oom- 
**iieneement  of  the  next  session  of  Parlia- 
''^iient,  the  importation  into  Great  Britain  and 

Ireland,  in  neutral  vesseto  from  states  in 
^  Vmity  with  his  Mi^iesty,  of  certain  goods, 
"wares,  and  merchaadiney  and  to  prohibit  the 
r  exportation  of  copper ;  and  to  permit  the 
'^mportalkm,  in  neutral  fessels  from  states 
>^<tiot  in  amity  with  his  Majesty,  of  certain 
Kgoods,  wares,  and  merchandize; 
■8.  Ta  regulate  the  clearance  of  Tessek,  and 

delivery  of  ooaat  bonds,  at  creeks  and  bar- 
hboars  in  Great  Britain  ;  for  exempting  cer- 
stnin  ahips  and  veasela  from  being  licensed 

by  the  commissioners  of  Cnaloms ;  lor  an- 
■thoria^g  officers  of  the  Cua^ms  to  seize 

spirits  removing  without  Ezcise  permits; 
I  and  for  preventing  frauds  io  overloading 
I  Iceels  and  other  carriagea  used  in  conveying 
,  coala  for  exportation^  or  to  be  carried  coast- 

,19.  To  enable  the  trttstpea  of  tonipikeHraads 
to  abate  the  lolla  on  carriages,  and  to  alk>w  of 

y  their  carrying  eztra  weighta  in  certain  qkcs. 

ISO.  To  provide  for  the  taking  an  account  of 
the  population  of  Ireknd,  and  for  the  aaoer^ 

.  taining  the  increase  or  dimintitien  thereof. 

iSl.  To  amend  and  ezplain  an  Act,  passed  in 
the  54th  year  of  his  present  M^sty,  for 
maintaining  and  keepm^  in  repair  certain 
roads  and  brldfpes  made  m  Scotland  for  the 
purpose  of  militanr  communication ;  and  for 
making  mote  efiectnal  provision  for  main* 
taining  and  repairing  roads  made  and 
bridges  built  in  Scotbind,  under  the  autho- 
rity of  the  parliamentary  commissioners  for 
highland  roads  and  bridges. 

1S9.  To  amend  an  Act  of  the  5Srd  year  of  his 
present  Majestjr,  for  vesting  In  bis  Majesty 
certain  parts  of  Windsor  forest,  in  the  county 
of  Berks ;  ahd  for  indoaing  the  open  com- 
monable laada  within  the  said  fordte. 

1S3.  For  making  compensation  for  lands  and 
haraditaments  taken  for  erecting  works  at 

and  BW  FMntouth  and  flitoea,  in  the 


tiifis 


county  of  8aathMB|il0B«  in  pmvitnee  of  «i 
Act  made  in  the  Jaat  session  of  ParlisBKnt. 

154.  For  raising  the  sum  of  M  millians  by 
way  of  snnMififa 

155.  To  amend  an  Act  of  his  late  Mi^ty 
&ing  Geoige  the  gad,  for  the  relief  of  the 
out-aausionen  of  the  RoyaJ   Hospital  at 


ISO.  To  authorize  the  allowing  to  foraign 
officers,  allowances  equivalent  m  amount  to 
the  half-|iay  given  to  British  officers  under 
the  like  circnmstaneca* 

Igf.  To  MttcttI  an  Act  of  the  fidrd  year  of  hia 
present  myeaty,  for  preventing  the  embez- 
zlement of  stores ;  and  to  extend  the  provi- 
sioas  of  the  several  Ada  relatiag  to  his  Ma- 
jesty^ naval,  ordnance,  and  victualling 
stores,  to  all  other  public  atores. 

188.  To  enable  hia  Majeaty  to  acfoire  fi[ra«ad 
necessary  for  signal  and  telegraph  atatkms. 

130»  To  increase  the  drawbacks  and  counter- 
vailing duties  on  tobacco,  and  to  limit  the 
tonnsge  of  ships  in  which  wine  may  be  ex- 
ported when  duties  are  drawn  back. 

ISO.  For  further  regulating  the  issue  and  pay- 
ment of  money  to  his  M^^sty's  forces 
serving  abroad. 

131.  For  discontinuing  certain  dedocthms  from 
half-pay,  and  for  further  regulating  the  ac- 
counts of  the  Paymaster  general. 

13S.  To  continue,  nntil  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  Parliament,  an  Act  of  the  last 
session  of  Parliament,  for  r^nlatiog  the 
trade  in  spirits  between  Great  Britain  and 
Irehmd  reflectively. 

133.  To  grant  further  powers  to  the  coounis- 
sioncfs  of  Chelsea  and  Greenwich  Hoapitala 
with  xeapeet  to  pensions  an  those  establish- 
ments. 

134.  For  altering  the  rate  at  wluch  the  Ccavit 
may  enercise  its  right  of  pro  cmption  of  om 
in  which  thsne  is  lead. 

135.  To  alter  the  conditions  and  regolations 
under  which  blubber  and  train-oil  of  New- 
foundland are  admitted  to  entry. 

136.  Fortbereliefoftheout-pensioncftofthn 
X Royal  Hospital  of  Kihnainham. 

137.  To  prevent  poor  persons  in  workhoosea 
from  embezzling  certain  property  provided 
for  their  use;  to  alter  and  amend  so  much  of 
an  Act  of  the  86th  year  of  bis  piescnt  Ma- 
jeaty,  as  restrains  juatioes  of  the  peace  front 
ordering  relief  to  poor  persons  in  certain 
cases  for  a  longer  period  than  one  month  at 
a  time  ;  and  for  other  purposes  therein  UMn- 
tHwed,  relating  to  the  poor. 

138.  For  vesting  in  hia  Majesty  certain  parts 
of  the  forest  of  Exmoor,  otherwise  Ezmore, 
In  the  counties  of  Somerset  and  Devon ;  and 
for  inclosing  the  said  forest. 

139.  To  grant  an  additk>nal  doty  of  £xcise  in 
Ireland,  upon  spirits  made  or  diatilled  from 
com  or  grain. 

140.  To  make  further  provisions  for  the  col- 
lection of  certain  dutiea  on  male  aervants, 
carriages,  and  horscs|  and  in  rcapect  of 
houaei  in  Ireland. 
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141.  To  amtttd  an  Act  made  in  this  witton  of 
Parliament  to  repeal  former  Aett  i^rantioflr 
•xdoaive  privtlo^ies  of  trade  to  the  South 
Sea  Company,  and  to'  indemnify  the  said 
Company  lor  the  loss  of  snch^  privileg^es. 

%42.  To  reduce  the  dntiea  on  all  sheep-wool, 
the  growth  of  the  United  Kingdom,  which 
shall  be  sold  by  auction  for  the  growers  or 
tlrst  pnrehasers. 

143.  To  amend  the  Acts  relating  to  the  build- 
ing and  repairing  of  county  hndges. 

144.'  To  enable  the  oonHsissioners  of  Customs 
and  Porc-dnties  in  Ireland,  to  purchase  "pre- 
mises for  the  erecting  additional  docks, 
warehouses,  and  offices,  in  Dublin. 
'  145.  To  increase  the  allowance  to  the  Post-' 
office  in  Ireland,  in  respect  of  packet*boats 
to  Great  Britain. 

146.  To  authorize  his  Majesty  to  regulate, 
ontil  the  1st  day  of  July  1816,  the  trade  with 
any  French  colony  which  may  come  into 
his  Majesty's  possession,  or  remain  neutral. 

14T.  For  onahlnig  spiritual  persons  to '  ex- 
change the  partMnsge  or  glebe  houses  or 
glebe  lands,  belonging  to  their  benefices,  for 
others  of  greater  Taloe,  or  more  conveniently 
situated  for  their  residence  and  occupation  ;^ 
and  for  annexing  such  houses  and  lands,  so' 
laken  in  exchange,  Co  such  benefices  as 
parsonage  or  glebe  houses  and  glebe  lands, 
and  for  purchasing  and  annexing  lands  to 
become  glebe  in  oertain  cases,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

148.  For  raising  the  sum  of  4,500,000/.  by 
Exchequer  bills,  for  the  service  of  Great 
'Britain  for  the  year  1815. 

149.  For  raisinir  the  sum  of  1,500,000/.  by 
•     Exchequer  biHs,  for  the  service  of  Great 

Britain  for  the  year  1815. 

150.  For  rectifying  mistakes  in  the  names  of 
the  Land-tax  pommissMners,  and  for  appoint- 
ing additional  comroissionera,  and  indemnify- 
ing such  persons  as  have  acted  without  due 
authority  in  execution  of  the  Acta  therein 
recited. 

151.  To  amend  the  laws  for  imposing  and 
levying  of  fines,  in  resneot  of  unlawful  dis- 
tillation of  spirits  in  Ireland. 

158.  For  granting  to  his  Majesty  the  sum  of 
30,000/.,  to  be  issued  and  applied  towards 
repairing  roads  between  London  and  Holy- 
head, by  Chester,  and  between  London  and 
Bangor,  by  Shrewsbury. 

15S.  For  granting  certain  rates  on  the  postage 
of  letters  to  and  from  Great  Britain,  the 

^  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  Mauritius,  and  the 
East  Indies ;  and  for  making  oertain  reiyu- 
lations  respecting  the  postage  of  ship  letters, 
and  of  letters  in  Great  Britain. 

154.  For  fixing  the  rates  of  subaistenoe  to  be 
paid  to  innkeepers  and  others  on  quartering 
soldiers. 

155/  To  continue,  until  the  5th  day  of  July 

.1816,   the  tem|)orary  fourth    part  of   tlie 

duties  payable  in  Scotland  upon   distillers 

wash,  spirits,  and  lioencea  in^posed  by  an 

Act  of  the  54th  year  of  bit  present  Majesty  ; 


and  for  enabling  his  Majwty,   by 
council,  to  nHidify  the  opersuoos  of 
Act,  or  reduce  the  duties  thereby  itnj 

156.  To  amend  the  laws  relative  to  tl 
portation  of  oflfeodeiv  ;  to  oofiiinae 
until  the  Istday  of  May  1816. 

157.  For  the  better  exaniinmcioii   of  « 
in  the  Courta  of  Equity  in    Iretand, 
empowering  the  CourtM  of  L<aw  astl 
in   Ireland  to  grant  commtsstoos  for 
affidavits  in  all  parts  of  Great  Briuia 

158.  To  enable  grand  juries  to  prpsH 
tional  suuM  for  consitablea  io  IrHai 
for  the  secure  conveyance  of  prisooei 

159.  To  amend  several  Acts  relatieg  tj 
ney  coaches ;  for  authorisiof^  tlae  Im 
of  an  additH>nal  number  of  backoej  d 
and  for  licensing  caningen  dnws  I 
hone. 

160.  For  the  encouragement  of  seas*] 
the  more  efieotual  manaiiig  of  bis  M^ 
Navy  during  the  preaent  war. 

161.  To  amend  and  render  naore  ^ti 
Act  of  the  59od  year  of  his  presest  )!$ 
to  amend  and  regulate  tbe  aascMiae 
collection  of  the  asaeased  taxes,  mad 
rates  and  duties  on  profile  arisiag  o; 
party,  proteaaiona,  tfades^  sad  officxs,  i 
part  of  Great  BriUin  csUcd  Sootbod. 

163.  To  repeal  the  Excise  duties  aad  dn  9\ 
on  Epsom  aalt. 

163.  To  regulate  the  lasinBg  of  ficne 
allow  open  boats  to  proceed  Io  forei^  | 
and  for  revoking  the  aanie  when  ae^ 

164.  To  exonerate,  io  certain  case,  k 
apirita  imported  during  the  auspessMs  d 
spirit  intercourse  between  Greet  Biitiia 
Ireland,  from  the  additsooal  dotf  im^ 
thereon. 

165.  To  defray  the  charge  of  the  pj.  f^"^ 
ing,  and  contingent  ezpensea  of  tbe  \im 
bodied  Militia  in  Great  Britain,  lai  eC 
roinera  of  Cornwall  and  Devon ;  ssi 
granting  allowances,  in  certain  esses, 
subaltern  officera,  adjutants,  Hrr^^ 
mates,  and  sarieant^oaajom  of  Mtliua.  i 
the  95th  day  of  March  18J6. 

166.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  tbe  prri 
clothing  of  the  Local  Militia  in  Gmi  fi 
tain,  to  the  35th  day  of  Maneh  1816. 

167.  For  defmying,  until  the  35th  dar  of  Jj 
1816,  the  charge  of  tbe  pay  and  clo^ 
the  Militia  of  Ireland ;  and  for  aukstf 
lowances  in  certain  cases  to  snbthend 
cers  of  the  said  Militia  during  peace. 

168.  To  explain -and  amend  the  laws  itjfi 
to  the  Militias  of  Great- Britain  and  iRki 

169.  To  provide  for  the  charge  of  tbe  &^ 
to  the  public  funded  debt  of  Grest  End 
for  the  service  of  tbe  year  1815. 

170.  To  amend  an  Act  passed  io  tbe  fast  ^ 
sion  of  Parliament,  ibr  better  regohbig  J 
office  of  A^fent-geseral  for  Voluoteos  ii 
Local  IMilitia,  and  for  the  nsreeifed^ 
gulatiog  the  same. 

171.  To  continue  for  one  year  certaio  id^^ 
tbe  better  prarention  and  pmusbacsx  tf  ^^ 
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tempts  to  sednee  peraont  serving^  m  his  Ma- 
jesty's forces  by  sea  and  Isnd,  from  their 

duty  and  allegiance  to  his  Majesty,  or  to 

incite  them  to  mutiny  or  disobedience. 
172.  To  profide  for  the  support  of  captured 

slaves  during  the  period  of  adjudication. . 
173.  For  the  better  protection  of  the  trade  of 

the  United  Kingdom  during  the  present  hoS" 
1  tilities  with  France. 
(  174.  To  extend  the  exemption  granted  by  Jaw 
I  on  coals  and  culm,  for  which  the  coast 
t  duties  ha?e  been  duly  paid,  on  being  again 
t  exported  and  carried  to  any  place  in  this 
r         kingdom,  to  cinders  or  coked  coals  burnt 

from  pit-coal,   which  has  paid   the  coast 

duties. 

175.  To  continue,  until  the  Ist  day  of  August 
1          18  td,  two  Acts  of  the  50th  and  45th  years 

of  his  present  Majesty,  allowing  tha  bringing 
of  coals,  culm,  and  cinders  to  London  and 
i  Westminster,  by  inland  navigation. 

176.  For  allowing  certain  tiles  to  be  made, 
I         duty  free,  to  serve  for  draining. 

I     177.  For  the  further  prevention  of  frauds  in 
I         the  manufacture  of  sweets. 
I     178.  To  revive  and  continue^  until  the  35th 
,  day  of  March  1830,  an  Act  of  the  S8th  year 

^         of  his  present  Majestv,  fo^  the  more  effectual 
I  encouragement  of  the  manufacture  of  flax 

and  cotton  in  Great  Britain. 

179.  To  revive,  amend,  and  continue,  until  the 
25th  day  of  March  1831,  so  much  of  an  Act 
of  the  41  St  year  of  his  present  Majesty  as 
allows  the  use  of  salt,  duty  free,  for  curing 

.  fish  in  bulk  or  in  barrels ;  and  to  repeal  cer- 
tain laws  relating  to  the  allowance  of  salt, 
duty  free,  for  the  North  Seas  and  Iceland 
fisheries. 

180.  To  revive  and  continue,  until  the  5(h  day 
of  July  1816,  an  Act  of  the  46th  year  of  his 
present  Majesty^s  reign,  for  grantiocf  an  ail- 
ditisnal  bounty  on  the  exportation  of  the  silk 
manufactures  of  Great  Britain. 

181.  Fbr  charging  an  additional  duty  on  cer- 
tain seeds  imported. 

188.  To  authorise  the  directors  general  of 
inland  navigation  in  Ireland  to  proceed  in 
carrying  on  and  completing  the  canal  from 
Dublin  to  Tarmonbury  on  the  river  Shaniwii. 

183.  To  repeal  the  bounties  payable  in  IrelaiMl 
on  the  exportation  of  certain  calicoes  and 
cottons. 

184.  For  repealing' the  Stamp-duties  on  deeds, 
law  proceedings,  and  other  written  or  printed 
instruments,  and  the  duties  on  fire  in- 
surances, and  on  legacies  and  successions 
to  personal  estate,  u|)on  intestacies,  now 
payable  in  Great  Britain  ;  and  for  granting 
other  duties  in  lieu  thereof. 

185.'  For  repealing  the  Stamp-office  duties  on 
advertisements,  almanacks,  newspapers,  gold 
and  silver  plate,  stage  coaches,  and  licences 
for  keeping  stage  coaches,  now  payable  in 
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Great  Britain ;  and  for  grantiog  new  duties 
in  lieu  thereof, 

186.  For  granting  an  additional  sum  of  money 
for  providing  a  suitable  residence  and  estate 
for  the  duke  of  Wellington  and  his  heirs,  in 
consideration  of  the  eminent  and  signal  ser- 
vices performed  by  the  said  duke  to  his  Ma- 
jesty and  the  public. 

187.  For  granting  to  his  Majesty  certain  sums 
out  of  the  respective  Consolidated  Funda  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  for  applying 
certain  monies  therein  mentioned  fbr  the 
service  of  the  year  1815 ;  and  for  further 
appropriating  the  supplies  granted  in  this  ses- 
sion of  Parliament. 

188.  For  enabling  his  Majesty  to  grant  to' John 
Francis  Erskine  of  Mar,  esq.,  and  bis  heirs 
and  assigns,  the  feu  duties  and  quit  rents 
arising  in  the  lordship  of  Stirling,  in  dis- 
charge of  a  debt  of  greater  value  created 
upon  the  said  feu  duties  by  a  grant  from  his 
Majesty  King  George  the  1st. 

189.  For  allowing  Henry  Meux,  Thomas 
Starling  Benson,  Ftorance  Thomas  Young, 
Richard  Latham,  and  John  Newberry,  to 
brew,  duty  free,  a  Quantity  of  strong  beer, 
the  duty  on  which  shall  be  equivalent  to  the 
duty  on  the  beer  lost,  and  to  the  duties  on 
the  n^alt  and  hops  expended  in  the  produc- 
tion of  the  beer  so  lost. 

190.  To  amend  an  Act  made  in  the  48th  year 
of  his  present  Majesty,  to  improvetbe  land- 
revenue  of  the  Crown,  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
Great  Forest  of  Brecknock,  in  the  county 
of  Brecknock ;  and  for  vesting  in  his  Ma- 
jesty certain  parts  of  the  said  forest,  and  for 
inclosing  the  said  forest. 

191.  To  authorize  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioners for  erecting  an  harbour  for  ships  to 
the  eastward  of  Dunleary,  within  the  port 
and  harbour  of  Dublin. 

192.  To  remove  certam  difEcutties  in  the  dis- 
position of  copyhold  estates  by  will. 

193.  To  enable  his  Majesty,  until  six  weeks 
afW  the  commencement  of  the  next  session 
of  Parliament^  to  regulate  the  trade  and 
commerce  carried  on  between  his  Majesty's 
subjects  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

194.  For  better  regulating  the  practice  of  apo- 
thecaries throiigliout  England  and  Wales. 

195.  For  exonerating  the  estates  and  efiects  of 
the  late  sir  James  Colebrooke,  the  late  sir 
George  Coleiirooke,  Arnold  Nesbitt,  sir  Sa- 
muel Fludyer,  Adam  Drummond,  and 
Afoscs  Frauks,  and  of  their  sureties,  from^ 
all  claims  and  demands  whatsoever  in  re- 
spect of  any  contracts  entered  into  with  his 
Majesty's  Government. 

196.  For  enabling;  his  Majesty  to  raise  the 
sum  of  six  millions  for  the  service  of  Great 
Britain. 
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1171]     HOUSE  OF  LOBDS, 


ne  Etrt  tfBpmaiit  Ma6m        p 


ADDENDUM. 


Thb   Earl    ov    Eorbmont's    Motion    rblatite  to  tbb  Con 
Martial    upon    Captain    Philip  Browne    of  the  Hiifi 

• 

Colonel  Qubntin,  &c.  &c.|  April  90^  1815. 


S^  the  DAau  tQNw  ihii  Mctum,  vikkh  wiU  be/oimd  n  Fo£.Sa;.7H 
ftrimed^,  the  Eduor  hn  hem  favomd  wUk ihe  fidkmimg iittM kfii\ 

the  Earl  qfEgremmt^t  Speech  vpcm  that  occaiian. 


'  TIm  Earl  otBgramm  roie  and  taid  : 

Toar  lordships  may  possibly  be  sar- 
prisedf  that  a  person  anconnected  as  I  am 
with  either  of  the  military  profetsions, 
ahould  hare  undertaken  to  bring  this  sub- 
ject under  your  lordships  consideration.— 
Arfar  as  general  inability  to  do  that  jus- 
tice to  any  sobject  that  an  address  to  your 
lordships  requires,  I  admit  it,  to  the  fullest 
extent;  but  I  cannot  admit  any  particular 
disqualification  for  this  subject,  in  myself 
or  in  any  noble  lord,  on  account  of  his  not 
belonging  to  those  professions:  on  the 
contrary,  if  I  could  have  chosen,  I  ahould 
hare  preferred  to  hare  seen  it  in  the  hands 
of  one  of  the  noble  and  learned  lords ; — 
accident  has  thrown  it  into  mine ;  and  I 
assure  your  lordships,  that  nothing  but  a 
atrong  conviction  of  the  importance  of  the 
subject,  and  of  the  improbability  of  its 
being  taken  up  by  any  oth^r  person, 
could  have  induced  me  to  undertake  it, 
attended  as  it  is,  to  me,  with  many  painful 
sensations,  and  with  much  difficulty, 
arising  from  the  peculiar  nature  of  the 
subject,  and  also  from  the  misconception 
which  I  believe  to  prevail,  in  the  minds  of 
many  persons,  respecting  my  motives,  and 
the  object  which  I  have  in  view.  And  if 
any  noble  lords  should  imagine,  that  I  am 
actuated  by  any  personal  feelings,  either 
of  friendship  or  resentment,  I  trust  that  I 
shall  succeed  in  convincing  those  noble 
lords,  that  they  are  totally  mistaken  :  but 
upon  such  a  subject,— involving  as  it  does 


such  various  conaideratio»i  sot  ntreij 
what  is  commonly  called  intenti,  b«i 
interest  of  a  far  superior  oito/v ;  o^ 
nour  and  character,  indnncbnn^ 
stations  of  life,  even  optoibe\it$^»i.i 
where  most  respect  iiiisefroa»Ur 
sons,  and  certainly  fron  ae,  who  t 
bad,  I  trust  I  may  say  itwiiboitibei>^ 
tation  of  vanity,  moch  opportaijj 
knowing  how  truly  that  m^^^ 
on  such  a  subject,  yoer  \Mr  * 
feel  how  difficult  it  is  to  iwii^* 
pearance  of  personalities,  vbu^\B 
disclaim,  as  totally  foreign  front!^ 
tioQs  in  every  place,  ud  whicb  w^ 
highly  improper  in  this  Hosie,  1« 
therefore,  endeavour  to  sroid  ill « 
geration  of  language,  and  to  sttf 
facts  upon  which  I  foood  mj^' 
shortly  and  as  plainly  «  ^  ^*"' * 
cannot  define  my  object  better  uj» 
saying,  that  it  is  to  rcicoe  a  let  o» 
whose  bravery  has  so  ofiea  prt^fw* 
liberties  of  their  couliiry  from  a  «* 
servitude,  in  a  nation  of  freeBw;  * 
Edward  Coke  will  inform  o«,  iW 
one  of  the  genuine  marki  of  ler'^fl^ 
have  the  law,  which  U  our  role  ot  J 
either  concealed  or  precarious.  *» 
est  servitua  nbi  jot  estfag«o»'>' 
nitum.' "  , 

Thi«  laogoam.  m  yonr  lonW 
know,  is  not  mine:  it  it  the  >»^ 
Mr.  JosUce  Bltckrtone,  »»  ""i 
theie  wonb:  •♦  Hi«  Mtj**?  f  L 
Article!  of  War,  and  «m«W"«  "* 
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April  20g  1815. 


[1174 


nartial,  with  power  to  try  any  crimes  by 
luch  Articles,  and  inflict  sacb  ponithment 
&s  the  Articles  direct.  A  Tasi  and  most 
important  trust:  an  anlimited  |](pwer  ta 
create  crimes,  and  annex  to  them  any 
punishments  not  extending  to  life  or 
limb  i"  and, speaking  of  the  Mutiny  Act, 
lie  says,  "  Perhaps  in  some  future  revi- 
sion of  the  Act,  it  may  be  thought  worthy 
the  wisdom  of  Parliament,  to  ascertain  the 
limits  of  military  subjection,  and  to  enact 
express  Articles  oH  War,  for  the  goYern- 
ment  of  ^he  army,  as  is  done  for  the  go- 
▼eroment  of  the  navy/' 

Now,  my  lords,  this  suggestion  is  not 
directly  applicable  to  the  navy  ;  but  upon 
this  I  shall   say  more  at  another  time. 
And  with  respect  to  the  Mutiny  Act,  per- 
haps it  may  not  be  quite  applicabJe  to 
your  lordships  House;  but  I  am  not  de- 
terred by  this  objection^  for  I  can  see  no 
reason  why  the  regulation  of  the  judicial 
code  of  the  amy  and  navy  should  not 
forin  a  separate  and  independent  act  of 
parliament ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that  a 
subject  of  this  Mature  will  be  more  mi^ 
tarely  and  temperatety  considered  in  this« 
than  in  the  other  House  of  Parliament. 
The  .scene  of  poblic  affairs  has  very 
^    much  changed  since  I  first  mentioned  this 
subject ;  and,  instead  of  the  hope  of  durable 
\    peace,  we  have  now  the  gloomy  prospect, 
I    either  of  actnal  war,  or  perpetual  pre- 
paration, of  the  necessity  of  becoming, 
fpr  our  own  defence,  a  military  and  armed 
I     nation ;  and,  surely,  this  change  mui|t  add 
very  much  to  the  necessity  oi  improving 
the  condition  of  our  defenders ;  of  placing 
them  upon  a  footing  more  analagoos  lo 
the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  and  better 
calculated  to  secure  to  them,  their  honour 
and  their  safety,  and  to  os  their  fidelity 
and  obedience*     I  will  detain  your  lord* 
ships  no  longer  by  any  general  observa- 
tions, but  will  proceed  first  to  the  naval 
part  of  the  subject,  as  it  will  take  least 
time,  the  business  being  already  done  to 
my  hands:    bat  as  I  believe  I  cannot 
regularly  refer  to  documents  not  before 
your  lordships,  I  must  beg  to  be  under- 
stood as  stating  the  facts  hypothetically, 
but  undertaking  (o  prove  them  true,  if 
your  lordships  should  accede  to  the  mo* 
tion  which  I  shall  make,  for  the  minutes. 

Captain  Browne  of  the  Hermes  was  tried 
in  April,  1814,  upon  seven  charges,  totally 
distiaot  and  different,  both,  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  offences,  and  the  degrees  of  crimi- 
nality atuching  to  them.  The  substance 
of  ihs  charges  ia  ai  I  shall  now  read. 


1.  "For  abasing  and  offering  to  fight   * 
^\  e.  box)  on  the  quarter-deck  of  the 
Hewnes,  the  master  of  a  merchant-vesseU 

2.  '^^or  drawing  bilb  on  the  Commit* 
sionf  ra  of  the  Navy  for  the  sum  of  300 
dollars  (wken  at  Buenot  Ay  res)  under  n 
fictitious  name,  for  pilotage  up  and  down 
the  river  Plate. 

3.  ^  For  publicly  calling  the  prosecutor 
a  coward  on  the  quarter* deck. 

4.  •'  tor  disabling  his  Majesty's  ship 
Hermes,  by  striking  two  of  the  memoel 
guns  into  the  hold. 

5.  "  For  telling  the  prosecutor*  in  an* 
swer  to  a  remonstrance  by  bira«  that  ift 
was  a  falsehood,  and  holding  iiim  sa  de* 
rision.. 

6.  *'  For  acknowledging  a  false  muster. 

7.  **  For  incorrectly  charging  the  pro« 
secutor  with  disputing  his  (capt.  Browne's) 
authority,  and  the  Commander-in*chief's 
when  at  Rio  Janeiro,  and  suspending  him 
from  doty,  and  confining  him  ia  conse* 
quence.'' 

I  must  now  say  a  few  words  upon  the 
natiire  of  these  charges,  and  the  manner 
in  which  they  were  treated  by  the  Coort. 
The  1st,  an  act  of  intemperate  passion, 
certainly  blameable,  and  derogating  from 
his  own  rank  and  statioOi  by  condescend- 
ing to  put  himself  upon  a  level  with  the 
master,  of  a  merchant-ship,  but  not  affectr 
ing  his  character,  either  as  an  officer  or  a 
man  of  honour.  The  2ad,  a  charge  of  the 
basest  fraud,  and  deserving  the  severest 
punishment:— but  upon  this  charge,  the 
Judge  Advocate  told  the  Court,  that  it  was 
impossible  for  them  to  proceed,  for  a  reason 
stated  in  a  letter  from  the  Board  of  Admi- 
ralty;  which  reason  was,  that  the  bills  for 
the  pilotage,  which  were  the  foundation  . 
of  this  charge,  were  not  arrived  at  the 
Navy -office,  and  could  not  be  produced  ; 
and  of  course  there  was  no  proof  of  the 
fact  iuelf,  which  was  the  subject  ^f  the 
charge.  Notwithatanding  this  objection, 
the  Court  did  proceed  upon  the  charge; 
and  very  foctunate  it  was  for  capt.  Browne 
that  they  did  so,  and  that  his  defence  from 
this  accusation  did  not  rest  upon  a  tech- 
nical objection,  for  he  was  most  completely  . 
acquitted  by  the  evidence  :  and  I  am  eon^ 
fidenti  that  there  does  not  remain  in  the 
mind  of  any  man,  either  of  those  officers 
who  composed  the  Court,  or  of  per- 
sons who  have  read  the  proceedings,  the 
slightest  suspicion  of  any  guilt  attaching 
to  capt.  Browne  upon  this  charge.  The 
7  th  and  last  charge,  was  abandoned  by 
the  prosecutor  9  and  the  fact  is,  that  there 
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18  not  thex  slightest  impatation  of  blamt 
upon  capt*  Browne  upon  any  of  thesif 
charges^  except  the  first,  an  act  of  jntcm- 
peraie  passion  towards  tbis  mercham  Jdto>- 
taill-— notarising  from  any  personal  M-I^Uy 
but  from  capt.  Browne's  eager' solicitude 
for  the  safety  of  bis  own  ship,  which  bad 
been  endangered  by  the  obstinacy  of  the 
man  in  ronning  on  board  the  H^mes, 
notwithstanding  the  warnings  of  capt. 
Browne,  which  warnings  were  answered 
by  the  mostconteroptoous  intuit  and  abuse. 
Now,  upon  these  seven  distinct  charges, 
your  lordships  will  certainly  expect  seven, 
or  at  least  six  (as  the  seventh  charge  was 
abandoned)  distinct  issoes ;  but  this  is  the 
saatence  of  the  Court  :««<'  The  Court, 
having  roost  maturely  and  deliberately 
weighed  and  considered  the  evidence  in 
•upport  of  the  charges,  and  what  the  pri* 
aoner  had  offered  in  his  behalf,  are  of 
opinion,  that  the  charges  have  been  in 
part  proved ;  and  the  Court  does,  in  con- 
sequence, adjudge  the  said  rapt.  Philip 
Browne  to  be  dismissed  from  bis  Majesty's 
•  service," 

Now,  I  Teally  think  that  this  fact  re- 

J|uires  no  comment ;  but,  at  any  rate,  I 
eel  that  it  would  be  very  improper  for 
me  to  detain  your  lo^lships  with  any 
observations  of  mine,  when  you  have 
muthority  so  infinitely  superior  within 
your  reach — the  opinion  of  the  law  offi- 
cers of  the  Crown,  sir  William  Garrow, 
and  sir  Samuel  Shepherd.  It  is  impossible 
for  me  to  know  precisely  what  their  opi- 
nion has  been ;  but  I  know  the  case-^I 
know  the  ground  I  stand  upon;  and  I 
know  those  honourable  and  learned  gen- 
tlemen ;  and  I  shall  rest  with  submission, 
but  with  confidence,  upon  their  decision. 
^I  shall,  however,  take  the  liberty  of  read- 
ing, as  part  of  my  speech,  a  document 
which  will  take  up  but  very  little  time* 

'*  Tbe  proceedings  of  Naval  Courts- 
Martial,  as  they  are  at  present  consti- 
tuted, cannot  reasonably  be  expected  to 
adhere  strictly  to  legal  ^rms,  or  techbical 
accuracy ;  all  that  can  be  looked  for  is, 
that  the  charges  should  be  specific;  and 
tbe  proofs  of  each  charge  should  be  sepa- 
Tatefy,  as  well  as  satisfactorily,  made  out. 
I  say  separately,  because  the  Courts  are 
bound  to  come  to  a  decision  on  each; 
ench  bekig  a  distinct  issue,  on  which  they 
roust  decide.  It  is  therefore  essential  to 
justice,  that  this  should  be  observed  in 
naval  courts,  because  they  have  not  the 
yime  advanttge  which  attends  a  mili- 
tary cottri*martial  where   if  any  inacca* 


The  %irl  of  Egremomit 

^mcy  occurs  (as  the  court  is  notdi 

'the  sentence  may  be  sent  back  fo 

before  the  resolt  is  made  pubi 

srhere  ihe^  sentence  is  dirulgd 

decision  taking  place,  as  in  a  nai 

martial,  the  prison^ is  precluded 

redress,  if  it  is  irregular,  eicepi 

interference  of  authority,  as  fv  a 

the  restoration  of  those  depriratio 

such  a  sentence  was  calculated  t 

Now,  in  the  present  case,  it  appe^ 

that  the  prisoner  has  much  to  coa 

for  he  IS  accused  of  vsrioos  otl 

different  descriptions.    Some  (as 

musters)  are  so  criminal,  that,  i( 

been    adjudged    intentionally  ; 

them,  on  proper  and  ondoobted  p 

would  have  been  precluded  from 

of  future  employment;  wbiiit  oibe 

so  inferior  a  nature,  that,  if  gsilt; 

sore  was  tbe  ^utmost  to  be  depn 

whilst  this  judgment  iscoocM/f 

so  Tague  and   uncertain,  that  it  is  i 

sible   to  collect  whether  be  vas 

guilty  of  a  part  of  every  cbv|e 

some  one,  or  more  than  one  of 

charges,  of  which  one  is  a  part 

means  the  former,  it  is  in  direct  cm 

tion  to  the  minutes,  which  state  tj 

last  charge  was  abandoned,  and  f 

sons  which  most  have  acquitted  i\ 

fendani ;— again,  if  it  means  the  lati 

ambiguous  and  uncertain  to  which 

charges  it  is  to  apply,  for  it  is  as  app 

in  terms  to  that  which  wss  not  tried 

any  of  which  they  thought  biis  not  j 

as  to  any  others;  and  itwooldonly 

.that  they  perfectly  acquitted  him  of 

by  only  finding  him  guilty  of  a  pan 

judgment,  therefore,  is  so  vagoe  « 

ceruin,  on  a  subject  which  lapen 

calls  for  the  utmost  certainty,  im 

not  feel  how  the  sentence  founded 

can    be    consistently  enforced.  « 

thus  stated  my  impression  on  the  c 

do  not  feel  it  necesssry,  nor  irouM 

come  me,  to  analyze  the  e»idence^o^ 

to   guess  o|i  what  part  of  H  jw 

formed  their  decision;  for,afteMH,«" 

be  but  guessing.   1  shall  therefore  c^ 

myself  with   stating   my  opim^o- 

attending  with  allthe  careIaiBCtp|« 

bestowing  on  the  evidence,  as  apP 

to  the  charges  as  well  as  to  ibe  «» 


that 


as  founded  on  that  applicttKW.  ^^ 
informal,  irregular,  »"^ '"^^  L,  mi 
st^ding  which  I  cannot,  fro»7  i 
of  the  subject,  point  out  "^  ^f:  i 
capt.  Browne  can  procure  redrew- 
only  amends  he  can  look  tOi 


relative  to  Courts  Martial, 

d  in  the  jastice  and  honourable  feel- 

6f  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  in  whose 
er  it  lies  to  restore  the  situation  be  has 
n  deprived  of;  and  to  the  prevention 
k'hichy  I  can  perceive  nothing  on  the 
5  of  the  proceedings :  to  that  tribunal 
i^ill  have  a  right  also  to  submit  any  of 
se  facts,  which,  although  capable  of 
of,  did  not  occur  to  his  recollection  at 
time  of  the  trial." 

This  is  the  opinion  of  an  eminent  Bar- 
er. 

will  not  detain  your  lordships  with 
r  observations  upon  the  trial  of  Mr. 
sarus  Roberts;    or  the  order  issued  by 

Board  of  Admiralty,  in  consequence 
that  trial ;  bat  I  hope  it  is  onnecessary 

me  to  assure  the  noble  lord  at  the 
id    of  the  Admiralty  that  nothing  can 

further  from  my  intention  than  any 
ng  like  hostility  to  htm  ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  object  ot  that  order  is,  as  I  believe 
to  be,  to  put «  stop  to  the  irregularities 
lich  have  taken  place  in  both  these 
als ;  and  if  the  order  is  founded  upon 
reference  to  the  opinion  of  the  Crown' 
^vyers  on  capt.  Browne's  case,  the  con- 
ic t  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty  has — what 
certainly  of  little  value— but  it  has  my 
armest  approbation.  I  have  taken  op 
Is  subject  solely  upon  public  erounds, 
id  without  any  reference  to  the  interests 
'  character  of  any  individual ;  bat  it  has 
sen  suggested  to  me  (what  certainly 
ould  have  givenme  great  pain,  if  I  could 
ave  believed  it  to  be  true),  that  I  am  in- 
iring  a  gallant  officer,  capt.  Browne,  and 
lacing  a  perpetual  bar  to  his  restoration 
)  bis  rank  in  the  service,  by  this  inter- 
srence  in  Parliament :  But  1  coald  not, 
onsistently  with  my  opinion  of  the  duties 
nd  dignity  of  this  House — I  could  not, 
onsistently  with  my  opinion  of  the  jastice 
nd  honour  of  the  noble  lord,  allow  myself 
o  hesitate  for  a  moment  upon  such  a  sug- 
gestion. I  should  very  ill  support  the  high 
espect  which  I  proliess  for  the  character 
}\'  the  noble  lord,  if  I  could  admit,  that 
iny  imprudence  of  mine  (if  imprudence 
It  should  turn  out  to  be),  could  obstruct 
ihe  course  of  that  noble  lord's  justice  to  a 
gallant  officer,  who  deserves  his  restora- 
tion as  much  as  several  officers  now  high 
in  the  service  (I  will  not  recall  their  names* 
upon  80  invidious  an  occasion,  but  the 
noble  lord  will  understand  me,  and  I  as- 
sure him  that  I  very  much  approve  of 
their  restoration),  who  have  been  broke 
for  similar  acts  of  rashness,  and  invariably, 
and  very  properly^   pardoned   and   re* 

i 
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8tored.*-~These  officers  are  men  of  high 
rank  and  connexiops,  and  in  one  or  two 
instances  were  recommended  for  mercy 
by  the  Court ;  but  the  first  of  these  cir- 
cumstances will,  of  course,  have  no  weight 
wiib  the  noble  lord,  and  I  cannot  con- 
sider the  recommendation  of  ome  df  these 
Courts  at  all  eq^uivalent  to  the  opinion,  of 
the  law  officers  of  tt^e  Crown.  I  must  ob- 
serve, that  in  the  circumstances  of  these 
trials,  the  mind  of  man  cannot  suggest 
the  possibility  of  any  undue  motive  or 
bias  in  the  members;  and  in  addition  to 
this,  I  have  the  surest  pledge  o^  their  in- 
tegrity in  the  high  character  and  known 
honour  of  a  particular  friend  of  my  own, 
admiral  Otway,  the  president  on  capiain 
Browne's  Court-martial—an  officer  wt^p 
has  fought  in  five-and-twenty  battles, 
honoured  in  his  profession,  and  beloved  in 
society  ;  and  of  whom  it  is  impossible  for 
me,  or  any  man  who  knows  him,  to  speak 
but  in  the  highest  terms  of  esteem^  afiec- 
tion,  and  respect. 

But,  if  sach  men,  with  the  best  inten- 
tions, good  understandfbgs,  and  consider- 
able information  upon  other  subjects,  are 
upon  this  subject  liable  to  errors  of  such 
fatal  consequence  to  their  brother  offi- 
cers, and  which  will  recoil  upon  them« 
selves,  if  the  accidents  of  life,  beyond  ihe- 
reach  of  human  prudence,  should  render 
them  amenable  to  such  a  court :  and  if 
these  errors  arise  from  the  defects  and 
obscurity  of  the  law ;  bow  forcibly  does 
it  call  upon  your  lordships,  to  correct 
those  errors,  and  that  obscurity,  and  to 
protect  these  brave  men  from  the  heavy 
but  unavoidable  misfortune  of  committing 
injustice,  as  members  of  the  court,  and  of 
enduring  it  as  prisoners,  if  accident  should 
brine  them  into  that  situation  ? 

With  respect  to  the  military  part  of- 
the  subject,  your  lordships  may,  perhaps, 
suppose,  that  it  was  first  suggested  to  me 
by  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  coldneL 
Quentin's  trial ;  but  the  fact  is  otherwise  : 
my  attention  was  drawn  to  it  some  years 
ago,  by  no  less  than  two  law-suiu,  which, 
as  commanding  officer  of  a  militia  Regi- 
ment, I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  undertake, - 
at  my  own  sole  expense  and  trouble,  and 
by  which  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  coun- 
teract the  effects  of  the  sentence  of  a  Regi- 
mental Court-martial,  certainly  given  with 
the  best  intentions,  but  erronequs,  and 
subversive  of  the  first  principles  of  mili-^ 

*  Captain  Browne  has  been  reinstated 
in  his  former  rank  in  the  senrice. 
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tary  discipline.  Upon  sabiequeiit  in- 
qairy  among  military  men,  I  have  reaaoo 
to  believe  ibat  ibere  is  no  pari  of  miii« 
tary  doty  so  much  neglected,  and  so  ill 
executed  as  ibis  ol*  the  Regimental  Coort* 
marlial ;  arising,  I  believe,  from  tbe  neglect 
of  impressing  open  the  minds  of  offioers, 
tbe  importance  of  tbe  doty,  and  tbe  want 
of  some  rules  of  evidence,  and  of  forms  by 
wbich  tbat  duty  is  to  be  properly  exe- 
coted;  and  I  believe  tbat  tbis  inconve- 
nience alone,  tbougb  mocb  tbe  least  im- 
portant part  of  tbe  subject,  is  of  an  extent 
sufficient  to  deserve  your  lordsbips  at- 
tention* 

I  Will  now  proceed  to  tbe  CoorUmartial 
upon  colonel  Quentin;  and,  my  lords, 
having  been  upon  the  spot  at  Brigbton,  at 
tbe  beginning,  and  during  tbe  progress  of 
this  unfortunate  business,  intimately  ac- 
mainted  with  many  officers  of  the  10th 
Hussars,  and  privy  to  their  most  secret 
thought  in  that  transaction,  I  trust  your 
lordsbips  will  give  roe  credit  when  I  assure 
yooy  tbat  there  nef  er  were  men  animated 
with  a  purer  sense  of  honour,  with  more 
seal  for  their  duties,  or  with  more  gra- 
titude and  attachment  to  their  Royal 
Colonel;  tnd  if  they  have  erred,  it  has 
not  been  from  malice,  or  from  party,  but 
from  a  too  eager  desire  to  shake  off  re- 
proach from  their  corps,  and  to  preserve 
themselves  worthy  of  tbe  high  distinction 


i«  Earl  if  Egrmon^t  Maim  || 

mitting  to  your  lerdshipi-»tndl«i 
had  been  done,  and  tucceaffolly  j 
twenty  years  ago,  for  tbe  comfort 
happiness  of  an  illustrious  pemm^ 
whom  no  man  is  mors  attached 
myself,  or  more  solicitowforbisbp^ 
and  comfort — whether  ii  is  coosisiesi 
the  impartiality  doe  lo  the  sriDy,tiiii 
one  regiment  should  be  diitiogaiibci 
having  the  Sovereign  for  their  ofk 
whether  it4s  consistent  with  the  dip! 
the  Sovereign,  that  be  Bhoold  be  U 
be  intermixed  in  tbe  deitili,  and  y& 
the  disputes  of  a  regimeot;  fi\it\k 
consistent,  either  with  dignity  or  pro^ 
that  be  should  have  the  potsibiiitir^ 
therefore  be  liable  to  tbe  satpic^ 
knowing,  confidentially,  as  the  cj 
what  he  will  have  ultimauly  to « 
upon,  as  the  Sovereign?  Iitatedic] 
lordships,  tbat  the  mind  of  mao  coi!i 
suggest  any  motive  for  an  Dodoe  bii 
the  members  of  the  Naval' Coort-Bin 
I  regret  that  I  cannot  say  tbeuaKu 
upon  colonel  Qoeutin ;  bat  it  ii  rerj  oq 
tunate,  tbat  tbe  errors  of  thottbooow 
men  who  composed  thatOwr^^^'fi 
incided  with  tbe  known  iuclioaiiofBot  I 
Sovereign^-the  fountain  ^  ^  ^"^^ 
favour  and  reward ;  but  I  aatiarei^ai 
candour  of  your  lordsbips  Difldiwillij 
with  mine  in  repelling  any  sacling 
tion,      I  know  nothing  of  douto 


with  which  he  had  honoured  tbem.     But    impute  none  ;    and,  if  from  tbe  vd 

that     correctness    of    laogoagPf  <| 


if,  with  tbis  connexiop  with  that  regiment, 
it  should  be  thought  that  I  have  felt  any 
particular  regret  at  the  result  of  that  6ourt- 
nMurtial,  I  can  assure  your  lordships  that  it 
is  far  otherwise;  and,  although  I  could 
not  have  wished  for  any  young  officer  a 
■sore  brilliant  destination  than  to  have 
served  with  those  honourable  men  in  tbat 
glorious  campaign,  which  began  in  Por- 
togal  and  ended  at  Tbouleose,  I  have  felt 
for  many  years,  and  I  have  felt  it  in  com- 
mon with  many  other  persons,  that  the 
honour  with  which  that  regiment  is  dis- 
tinguished, is  dearly  purchased ;  *and  par- 
ticularly in  peace.  I  do  not  mean  dearly, 
in  the  usual  sense,  or  to  allude  to  the  in- 
convenient and  expensive  frippery  with 
which  the  Hussar  regiments  are  disfigured 
and  encumbered,  but  dearly  purchased 
by  Tarions  circumstances;  arising  out  of 
that  honourable  distinction  which  I  will 
not  deUil ;  but  will  only  say  that,  but  for 
tbat  honourable  distinction,  I  should  never 
have  had  to  trouble  your  lordships  about 
my  Court-martial  upon  colonel  Quenlin. 
And  here  I  cannot  refrain  from  sub* 


nothing  but  the  habit  of  public  spd 
can  give,  any  word  should  esctpe 
capable  of  such  a  construciioa,  1 1 
declare  tbat  it  is  not  nine;  iMlM 
much  obliged  to  any  noble  lord  wbo  i 
call  me  to  order,  tbat  1  may  mwk 
retract  it :  and  here  1  beg  to  be  uodeAS 
that,  by  the  known  ioclioation  <" 
Sovereign-*for  known  it  ih  ^oti  n^^^ 
folly  to  attempt  to  doubti  or  deny  iH| 
far  from  meaning  any  improperiflclii* 
or  a  wish  to  bias  the  Court,  butibai^ 
which  is  due  from  a  prince  to  iQ  o«> 
faithful  servant,  a  very  worthy  otf. ' 
a  very  good  officer,  1  believe,  as  tar" 
experience  and  ability  could  go^andj 
useful  to  bis  health  and  his  amoses^ 
but  this  regard,  as  well  at  feelmgs  oi 
opposite  nature,  are  known  in  ail  p« 
of  history  to  have  be^n  very  mocb  "^ 
terpreted,  not  by  such  hoaoanbito^ 
composed  this  Court,  hot  by  m^^'^ 
unprincipled  ayooplian^i  ^  h0 
eqaolumenu  which  po^*' ^.Od^d 
B^t  when  I  hare  heard  caloflcl«*« 


3  ^         relatwe  to  Comit  Marital, 

ril>ed  as  «n  old  officer,  worn  oot  in  the 
ce,  I  look  to  facts,  certain  and  unde- 
le  ;  and  there  is  not  a  subaltern  who 
ished  with  the  regiment  from  Portugal 
'houloQte,  who  has  not  seen  more  ser- 
before  the  enemy,  than  colonel 
ntin  ;  more  in  point  of  time,  as  much 
tie  march  to  the  26th  of  July,  when 
nel  Quentin  joined,  exceeded  the 
rt  campaign  of  ten  weeks  under  sir 
n  Moore,  and  more  in  importance  of 
nts,  as  much  as  the  aiiair  of  Morales, 

the  decisive  battle  of  Vittoria,  exceed 

engagements  at  Benevente  and  Ma* 
:a;  for  these  are  the  only  instances  in 
ich  colonel  Quentin  was  ever  engased, 
ore  the  last  campaign,  notwithstanding 

accidental  inaccuracy  of  some  of  the 
n esses,  from  which  a  contrary  inference 
g  h t  be  d  ra wn.  But  wi  thout  callin g  upon 
iir  lordships  candour,  I  desire,  tor  the 
Le  of  my  argument,  that  none  but  the 
rest  motives  may  be  imputed  ;  for  it  is 
t  against  perjuiy  and  self-interest,  and 
yse  base  motives  which  degrade  human 
tare,  and  baffle  the  means  of  justice, 
wever  wisely  constructed,  that  I  wish 
»ur  lordships  to  legislate,  but  against 
norance  and  error;  and  if  the  most 
»nourabte,  the  besl-intefitioned  men,  and 
ell  informed  upon  other  subjects,  are  not 
Lempt  from  these  defects,  under  the 
-esent  system  of  military  law,  how  much 
ill  it  strengthen  my  argument  to  induce 
>ur  lordships  to  revise  that  law  ? 

My  lords;  the  1st  Charge  is,  *'  That  on 
le  lOih  day  of  January,  IBl^,  the  regi- 
lent  being  on  that  day  on  duty,  foraging 
I  the  valley  of  Macoy  in  Frsuace,  colonel 
tuentin,  having  the  command  of  the  regi- 
lent,  did  not  make  the  proper  and  timely 
rrangements,  to  ensure  the  success  of  the 
egimeat,  in  its  operations  of  foraging, 
.Ithough  directed  so  to  do  by  the  brigade 
trdersof  the  9th  January,  1814,  but  neg- 
ected  and  abandoned  his  duty  as  com- 
nanding  officer,  leaving  some  of  the  divi- 
lions  without  orders  or  support,  when 
ittacked  by  the  enemy,  whereby  some 
[nen  and  horses  of  the  regiment  were 
taken  prisoners,  and  the  safety  of  such 
divisions  hazarded :  such  conduct  on  the 
part  of  the  said  colonel  Quentin,  evincing 
great  professional  incapacity  ;  tending  to 
lessen  the  confidence  of  the  soldiers  of  the 
regiment  in  the  skill  and  courage  of  their 
officers;  bein^  unbecoming  and  disgrace- 
ful to  his  character  as  an  officer,  prejudi- 
cial to  good  order  and  military  discipline, 
and  contrary  to  the  articles  of  war/' 
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And  the  sentence  of  the  Court  is— - 
**  That  Colonel  Quentin  is  guilty  of  so 
much  of  the  first  charge  as  imputes  to  him 
having  neglected  his  duty  as  commanding 
officer,  by  leaving  some  of  the  divisions 
without  orders  when  attacked  by  tha 
enemy,  but  acquit  him  of  the  remainder 
of  the  charge,"  and  then,  they  do  only  ad« 
judge,  with  reference  to  the  first  charge^ 
'that  Colonel  Quentin  be  reprimanded, 
'  in  such  a  manner  as  the  Commander-in- 
'  chief  shall  be  pleased  to  direct :'  a  very 
light  punishment— and  by  their  words, '  do' 
only  adjudge/  it  was  evidently  their  inten* 
tion,  that  it  should  be  light.  To  my  mind, 
the  evidence  clearly  establishes  another 
part  of  this  charge,  the  want  of  proper 
and  timely  precautions  to  ensure  success. 
But  this  is  of  little  importance,  compared 
with  that  part  of  which  the  Court  have 
found  him  guilty.  The  facts  which  arc 
proved,  and  I  will  state  them  shortly,  and 
without  aggravation,  are-  these:— Thai 
Colonel  Quentin  commanded  the  regiment 
upon  a  foraging  party;  that  a  part  of  the 
regiment,  while  foraging,  was  attacked  by 
the  enemy;  that,  soon  after  the  firing 
began,  Colonel  Quentin  marched  off,  with 
a  Tittle  more  than  one-half  of  the  regi- 
ment, leaving  a  little  less  than  the  other 
half  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  still 
under  the  order  for  foraging,  and  ignorant 
of  his  departure;  that  he  went  away, 
without  giving  or  sending  any  orders,  or 
any  notice  to  the  troops  under  fire,  leaving 
them  to  chance,  and  their  own  discretion  : 
and  it  is  remarkable,  that  the  officers  thus 
left  were  some  of  the  youngest  in  the  regi- 
ment; to  whom  it  has  since  been  objected, 
and  against  whom  it  has  operated  as  an 
aggravation  of  their  offence,  and  of  their 
punishment,  that  th^  were  too  young 
and  inexperienced  to  judge  for  them- 
selves— that  he  was  not  ignorant  of  the 
danger  to  which  he  left  them  exposed, 
which  is  proved  from  his  own  moutfav  in 
various  instances,  in  which,  after  a  retreat 
of  two  niiles,  beyond  the  reach  of  danger 
to  himself,  or  of  assistance  to  them,  he 
expressed  his  anxiety  for  their  safety; 
that  he  himself  led  the  column  to  the  rear. 
And  I  am  not  afraid  to  put  myself  at 
issue  with  the  best  cavalry  officers,  when 
I  say,  that  this  was  a  situation  unfit,  or  at 
least  very  unusual,  for  the  commanding 
officer,  upon  a  principle  established  by  all 
the  regulations  for  the  movements  of  ca« 
valry,  founded  upon  sooind  reason,  and 
with  a  reference  to  actual  service,  and  of 
such  obvious  use  that  no  man  can  mil- 
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understand  it,  that  the  place  of  the  com- 
niandlng  officer  is,  upon  advancing,  in 
the  front,  and  upon  retreating,  in  the 
rear ;  i.  e.  in  the  place  nearest  to  the 
enemy,  where  alone  he  can  judge  of  the 
means  and  opportunities  of  safety  to  his 
own  troops,  and  of  annoyance  to  the 
enemy: — and,  althoui^h  circumstances  may 
frequently  arise,  which  may  require  a 
deviation  from  this  rule,  still  it  is  a  devia- 
tion, and  exception,  from  a  general  role, 
and  there  must  be  circumstances  to  justify 
it;  and  circumstances  capable  of  expla- 
nation ;  but  no  such  explanation  has  been 
given.  These  facts  are  admitted  by  the 
language  of  the  sentence  ;  and  I  can  only 
account  fpr  the  mitigation  of  the  punish? 
inent,  by  supposing  it  to  arise  from  a 
misconception,  which  I  know  to  prevail 
in  the  opinion  of  many  officers,  and  I 
believe  did  in  the  opinions  of  some  of  the 
members  of  this  Court— and  this  is,  that 
they  ought  not  to^  affix  any  high  degree 
of  punishment,  unless  they  can  convince 
their  minds  that  the  misbehaviour  hat 
arisen  from  one  particular  motive,  and 
this  motive  is  cowardice.  Facts  may  be 
proved  ;  but  it  is  almost  impossible  to  be 
certain  of  motives ;  and,  in  my  bumble 
opinion,  the  crime  (I  speak  in  the  abstract) 
is  that  misbehaviour  which  is  detrimental 

,  to  the  public  service,  by  obstructing  the 
success  of  the  operation,  whatever  it  may 
be,  or  by  endangering  the  safety  or  in- 
juring the  character  and  reputation  of  the 
army,  from  whatever  motive  it  may  have, 
arisen :  but  the  word  '  cowardice  is  not 
to  be  found  in  the  charges;   it  is  not  even 

'  to  be  found  in  the  Articles  of  War ;  and  I 
shall  now  desire  your  lordships  attention 
to  the  different  manner  in  which  this  sub- 
ject is  considered  by  the  naval  and  the  mi- 
litary law.  The  expression  in  the  military 
article  is  simply,  '  misbehaviour  before 
'  the  enemy,'  without  mention  of  motive, 
or  of  any  circumstance  whatsoever ;  the 
naval  expression  is,  '  cowardice,  negli- 
*  gence,  or  disaffection  in  action/  If  the 
naval  definition  of  motives  is  preferred, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  all  possible 
motives  ought  to  be  included,  and  there 
IS  one,  of  known  effect  in  all  periods  of 
history,  as  far  as  motives  can  be  known- 
private  ill-will  and  malice  against  indivi- 
duals, generally  against  the  commanding 
officer  ;— to  these  may,  perhaps,  be  added 
an  expression  lately  introduced  into  mili- 
tary law«-'  error,  in  judgment:'  but  that 
expression  appears  to  me  to  be  too  vague 
and  iodeiiuite,  as  its  value  mast  depend 


upon  the  combined  resait  of  the  imprr 
ance  of  the  object  which  has  failed  by  tL 
error,  and  of  the   difficulty  of  the   C3a» 
upon  which  the  judgment  is  to  be  fonut 
Error  in  judgment  may  be   a  fair  excs-^ 
for  inferior  officers,   senjt  upon     service 
which   they  have  not  sougbt,  and   tur, 
perhaps  dislike;  but  I  cannot  help  sayiQ.- 
that,  where  commands  are  given  to  Gt- 
nerals,  as  favours  solicited  by  theai,  thet 
are   bound   to  find  a  sufficient  stock  i 
judgment  for   the  occasions    wbich  ihtj 
have  solicited  and  sought.     There  can  h- 
no  doubt  that  cowardice  is    a    comptet". 
disqualification  for  the  military  professioi:; 
but  it  would  only  be  to  waiste  your  luni* 
ships  time  and  my  own,  if  I  were  to  o«e 
any  arguments  to  show,  that  dtsaliecti<» 
to  the  state,  treason,  or  envious  malice^ 
crimes  of  the  blackest  dye,  and  which  u.^ 
mind   has  the  power    to   resist— deserr: 
a    much    higher  degree    of  punishmes: 
than  cowardice,  an  involuntary  weakot^ 
of  nature,   irresistible,  and    approacbiic 
nearer  to   that    general    excuse    for  aJ 
crimes— mental  derangement — and  there- 
fore rather  deserving  of  compassioo  c/ua 
of  ponishmenu    In  the  word  *  negligence' 
there  are  very  different  degrees  of  bUxne; 
the  negligence  of  brave,  but  rash  mo, 
by  which  they  expose   themselves,  sni 
the  troops  under  their  command » to  os* 
necessary  and  useless  danger,  is  ceVtainlj 
very  blameable,  and  very  injurious  to  ttt 
service  ;  but,  when  the  negligence  of  tb 
safety  of  others,  is  coupled  with  perfect   ! 
security  to  their  own  persons,  it  assumes 
a  very  different  character,  and  such  a»  I   i 
will  not  describe,  because  I  cannot  do  so 
without  epithets  which  I  do  not  wish  to 
use.     I  do  not  pretend  to  say  which  ot 
the  definitions  is  the  best,  the  naval  or 
the  military  ;    but  as  they  are  essemiai/y 
different,  though  describing  precisely  the 
same  thing,  it  is  not  probable  that  there 
should  not  be  a  preference  between  them ; 
and  it  must  be  very  desirable  that  they 
should  be  the  same  in  both  professions, 
and  that  officer^s  should  be  made  to  under- 
stand, that  the  misbehaviour  is  the  crime 
to  which  the  punishment  is  due,  whether 
arising  from  cowardice,  or  from   any  of 
the  malignant  motives,  among   which  I 
class  wilful  negligence,  such   as  1  have 
before  described  to  your  lordships. 

The  second  and  third  Charges  are  as 
follows : 

*<  2nd.  That  the  said  Colonel  Quenlin, 
having  the  command  of  the  regiment, 
after  the  battle  of  Orthes,  viz.  on  the  2sih 
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of  F«brBftry  I8U>  on  th^  bigb  road  lead- 
ing to   St«  Scvtr^  in  frooi  of  the  Tiilaga 
of  Hagelman,  department  de  Landes  In 
France*  mmI  the  regiment  being  on  that 
clay  engaged  with  the  enemy^  be,  the  said 
Colonel  Qoentin,  did  loot,  previously  to,  or 
during  the  period   the  regimeht  was  so 
engaged,  make  soch  effectual  attempts  as 
tie  ought  10  have  done,  by  his  presence, 
and   his  oivn  personal  exertions  and  ox* 
ample,  to  co-operata  with,  or  support  the 
advanced  divisions  of  the   lOtfa  Httssars 
under  bis  command^  but  ileglected   and 
abandoned  his  duty  as  commaadiog  of- 
ficer, and  thereby  basarded  the  safety  of 
those   divisions,  and    the  character  and 
reputation  of  the  regiment;  soch  condiict> 
on  the  part  of  the  said  Colonel  Quentin. 
I    tending  to  lessen  the  confidence  of  the 
soldiers  in  the  skill  and  courage  of  their 
officers,  being  onbecoming  bis  character 
as   an  officer,  pr^udicial  to  good  order 
and  military  discipline^  and  contrary  to 
the  Articles  of  War." 

"  3d.  That  on  the  10th  day  of  April 

1     1814»  during  the  battle  of  Thouloose,  in 

France,  the  said  Colonel  Qucntin,  having 

the  oommand  of  the  regiment,  and  the  re* 

I    giment  being  on  that  day  in  the  prestoce 

I     of,  and  attacked  by  the  Enemy,  he  the 

1     said  Colonel  Queatin  did  aol,  during  such 

I     attaoki  make  sach  effisctoiH  attempts  as  he 

!     ought  ta  have  done,  by  bis  presence  and 

j     his  own  personal  exertions,  to  co-operate 

1     with  or  support  the  advanced  divisions 

of  the  regiiftent  under  bis  command,  but 

I     neglected    and   abandoned    bis    duty   as 

commanding  officer,  leaving  some  of  the 

divisions,  when  under  fire  from  the  enemy, 

I     without  orders,  and  thereby  unnecessarily 

hazarding  the  safety  and   reputation  of 

those  divisions ;  such  conduct,  on  the  part 

of  the  said  Colonel  Quentin,  tending  to 

lessen  the  confidence  of  the  soldiers  ol  the 

regiment  in  the  skill  and  courage  of  their 

officers,  being  anbecomiug  and  disgraceful 

to  his  character  as  Hn  officer,  prejudicial 

to  good    order  and   military   discipline, 

and  contrary  to  the  Al'deles  of  War/' 

Upon  these  charges  the  evidence  doei 
not  convey  to  me  the  same  result  that  it 
appears  to  have  done  to  the  Court.  I  say 
appears,  because  I  cannot  bring  my  mind 
to  sny  certainty  as  to  their  real  opinion 
tipon  these  charges,  as  I  shall  explain  to 
yoQf  lordships  presently.  Upon  ifae  se* 
cond  charge,  1  shall  only  observe^  that  if 
it  did  nut  occur  to  these  officers  to  attri- 
bote  the  back«rard  situation  in  the  attack 
of  colonel  Cluentin,^olieof  the  best  ridtfi 
( VOL.  XXXI. ) 
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in  the  #orMi  trith  ejK^lledt  horses*  knd  in 
excellent  oondiiiea,-*-4o  the  defeat  of  his 
horsemanship*  or  his  horse,  it  appears  ta 
me  to  have  beMi  a  very  natural  and  a 
venial  error;  and  if  they,  have  erted  re^ 
specting  the  pl-opriety  of  that  backward 
situation,  that  error  is  certainly  a  venial 
one,  for  Ihey  were  led  into  il  by  the 
Prince  Regent  himself,  who  had  btit  a  feir 
weeks  bafore  ibosl  propetly  reilrarded 
their  own  major  (ol^ajor  Kobarts)  with  the 
rank  of  lieotenant*cololiel,  for  his  cond  net 
at  Morale^;  far  a  conduct  directly  oppa^ 
site,  in  circnmsttoces  nearly  similar :  for 
encouraging  the  men»  not  with  his  Toiee« 
but  by  his  example;  fdr  heading  the 
charge,  himself  the  leading  mad  of  the 
leading  squadron.  And  hpon  the  third 
charge  (in  the  battle  of  Thoulouse),if  tboae 
officers  who  saw  colonel  Quentin  in  front 
just  before  the  firing  began*  and  who  did 
■ot  see  him  when  it  did  begin,  (akhongh 
the  front  was  not  longer  than  the  width 
ef  this  House),  add  who  heard  majdr 
Howard  send  lieutenant  Wyndhate  to  the 
general  for  ioslructions,  (left  as  he  wbm, 
without  notice  or  orders,  in  the  most  diffi« 
cult  situation  for  oavalry,  standing  still 
under  a  heavy-  fire,)  should  think  soch  an 
abrupt  disappearance  ill-timed  and  iili- 
proper,  it  may  be  an  erfor ;  but  I  oan'oot 
think  it  an  error  deserving  the  severe  re- 
proof that  has  been  thrown  upon  them. 
But  with  respect  to  these  charges,  my 
objection  is  to  the  language  of  the  rei-dici. 
Till  this  unfortunate  trial,  it  has  been  in«> 
variably  the  custom  that  tbe  sentence  of 
acquittal  should  end  with  these  words,. 
**  thai  the  prisoner  Is  not  guilty  of  tho 
charge,  awl  is  acquitted,^  or  is '  honourably 
acquitted  \*  and  unless  tbe  word  '  boAodr* 
ably'  was  added,  it  was  not  underatoofl 
to  be  that  sort  of  acquittal  which  com- 
pletely restored  tbe  prisoner  to  his  fomcr 
reputation  and  character,  and  it  therefore 
justified  the  prosecution,  i  know  chat  this 
example  has  been  followed  in  a  iubse- 
queni  Court-martial;  but  to  this  I  feel  no 
objection,  and  i  am  doobifiil  whether  it  ia 
desirable  to  leave  that  discretionary  sen^ 
lence  to  the  option  of  the  Gouri:  but  1  an 
c6n«ineed  that  it  ia  oMeolial  to  thcfenda 
of  justice,  that  there  should  k^e  a 'fixed, 
form  of  wordst  for  the  sefiiences*  and  that 
the  Codrt  should  not  hsive  the  power  to 
evade  and  to  sink  a  pan  of  tbelu»  at  hds 
been  done  for  the  first  time  upon  ttiis  oc^ 
casion.  Upon  these  two  eharftes,  the 
sentenCf^s  are  ot)ly-*-that  colonel  (ilu^inin 
Is  dot  guilty :  the  prtionor  waa  -not  h^* 
(4  G) 
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iioard>ly  acquitted  upoa  these  charges; 
iDd  it  is  now  iinposstDle  to  know  whether 
that  omission  was  intentional  or  acci- 
dental; hot  if  yoar  lordships  would  re- 
lieve the  memhers  from  their  oaths,  I  have 
great  doabu  whether  the  majority  of 
them,  or  perhaps  any  of  them,  would 
subscribe  their  names  to  the  words  '  ho- 
nourably acquitted/ 

Before  1  begin  the  fourth  Charge,  I 
most  say  a  few  words  upon  a  principle 
which  indeed  belongs  to  them  all,  and 
which  throws  a  heavy  responsibility  upon 
the  : members  of  these  Courts,  if  tbey  do 
not  pay  the  most  minute  attention  to  every 
particle  of  evidence,  and  to  every  syllable 
of  applause  or  censure  which  they  may 
apply  to  any  of  the  parties,  before  them, 
whether  prisoner,  prosecutor,  or  witness  ; 
a  principle  so  opposite  to  the  benignant 
spirit  of  justice  in  our  other  Courts,  which 
rejoices  when  she  can  abstain  from  pu- 
nishment; but  here  the  sword  of  justice, 
like  the  enchanted  sword  of  Angantir,  is 
never  drawn  but  it  slays  a  man,  and  if  the 
enemy  escapes,  destroys  a  friend;  if  it 
cannot  reach  the  prisoner,  exterminates 
the  prosecutor  and  the  witnesses ;  but  with 
this  advantage  to  the  prisoner,  that  he  has 
the  means  of  defence,  whereas  the  other 
parties  are  condemned,  undefended,  and 
unheard ;  tbey  are  like  buckets  in  a  well, 
in  the  proportion  as  one  sinks  the  other 
rises— not  by  any  properties  of  his  own, 
but  by  the  simple  operation  of  the  gravity 
of  the  body  opposed  to  him ;  and  I  can- 
not conceive  any  thing  more  likely  to 
destroy  all  truth  and  fairness,  and  to  con- 
found the  means  of  justice,  than  the  sort 
of  beUum  internecinum  which  this  principle 
esteblisbes  among  all  the  parties — prisoner, 
prosecutor  and  witnesses. 

The  fourth  Charge  is,  "  for  general 
neglect  of  duty,  by  allowing  a  relaxed 
discipline  to  exist  in  the  regiment  under 
his  command  when  on  foreign  service,  by 
which  the  reputation  of  the  regiment  suf- 
fered in  the  opinion  of  the  Commander  of 
the  forces,  and  of  the  Lieutenant-general 
commanding  the  Cavalry  ;  their  displea- 
sure having  been  expressed  or  implied  in 
a  letter  from  the  Adjutant*general  of  the 
forces,  addressed  to  m^jor-general  lord 
£.  Somerset,  commanding  the  Hussar  bri- 
gade, dated  on  or  about  the  29th  of  March, 
1814^  and  in  the  orders  of  the  Lieutenant- 
general  commanding  the  Cavalry,  dated 
the  26th  February,  J  814;  such  cpnduct, 
on  the  part  of  the  said  Colonel  Qaentin, 
being  unbecoming  his  character  as  an 
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officer,  prejudicial  to  bis  Mnjcity^a  ser- 
vice, and  contrary  to  the  Articles  s 
War." 

Upon  which  Ibis  is  the  aentence  of  the 
Court:—'*  With   respect   to    the    Ibvrt* 
Charge,  the  Court  are  of  opinion,  tiut  t 
relaxed  discipline,  as  set   forth    in   tftu: 
charge,  did  eyist  in  the  regiment  ander 
Colonel  Quentin's  command*  wrhilst  on  l»> 
retgn  service,  daring  the  period  alluded  k 
in  the  letter  and  orders  referred  to  in  tsi 
charge ;  and  as  they  cannot  hot  conwisr 
the  commanding  officer  of  a  reginaent  u 
be  responsible  for  such  relaxation  of  dii- 
cipline,  tbey  therefore  think  themseifn 
bound  to  find  Colonel  Quentin  guilty,  a 
the  extent  of  allowing  it  to  exist  ;  bet  m 
they  consider  the  letter  from  the  Adjataa»> 
'general  to  the  troops  on  the  Continent,  of 
March  SO,  1814,  expressing  the   displo- 
sore  of  the  Commander  of  the  forces,  ss  i 
reprimand  to  Colonel  Quentin,  adeqaaa 
to  the  degree  of  blame  which  attached  te 
him,  the  Court  do  not   feel    themseha 
called  upon  to  give  any  aentence  npos 
this  charge  in  the  way  of  further  poaub* 
ment ;  and  they  consider  that  aoy  Unng 
unusual    in    this   determination  will  be 
explained,  by  the  singularity  of  the  f» 
cumstances    attending,  this    charge,  bi 
which  an  officer  is  put  opon  hia  trial  it 
conduct  which  had  before  been  the  snbjed 
of  animadversion,  by  those  under  wboe 
command  he  was  then  serving,  hot  which, 
at  the  time,  was  not  considered  deserriof 
of  a  more  serious  proceeding  by  the  Coo- 
msnder  of  the  forces ;  nor  doea  it  appesi 
to  have  been  made  the  subject  of  any  re* 
monstrance,  or  request  for  a  more  serioos 
investigation,  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of 
the  regiment/' 

I  must  first  observe,  that  out  of  f&m 
Charges,  two  have  been  proved  ;  and  epon 
the  other  two,  the  prisoner  haa  not  beea 
honourably  acquitted.  I  shall  now  call 
your  attention  to  the  statement  of  the 
Court  respecting  the  letter  of  the  Adjnunt- 
general,  which  they  allege  to  be  a  suffi- 
cient punishment  already  undergone,  and 
therefore  their  ground  for  not  inflicting 
any  further  punishment  upon  the  prisoner  j 
which  remission  of  punishment  by  the 
Court  affords,  according  to  the  present 
practice  of  military  law,  a  pretence  for 
punishment  to  the  other  parties ;  and  for 
this  purpose  it  is  necessary  that  what  they 
consider  to  be  the  punishment  already 
undergone,  should  be  represented  to  have 
been  as  severe  as  possible ;  and  I  beg  your 
lordships  to  observe  the  great  inaccuracy 
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of  their  langoage»  in  calling  this  lelter,  a 
letter  to  -  the  troops  on  the  Continent, 
"virbich  certainly  means  a  letter  in  General 

Ordera  to  the  duke  of  Wellington^  army, 
then  consisting  of*  from  80  to  100,000  men. 

I  wilt  now  show  your  lordships  what  such 

a  letter  really  is. 

General  Order/ 
Horse  Guards,  lOth  Nov.  1814. 
**  His  rayal  highness  the  Commander- 
in-chief  has  heen  pleased  to  direct  that 
Che  following  copy  of  a  letter,  containing 
the   opinion  and   sentence   of  a  general 
Court-martial,  recently  held  for   the  trial 
of  Colonel  George  Quentin,  of  the  lOih  or 
Prince  of  Wales's  own  Royal  Regiment  of 
Liight  Dragoons,  and  the  Prince  Regent's 
pleasure  thereon,  shall  be  entered  in  the 
General  Order  books,  and  read  at  the  head 
of  every   regiment  iii  his  Majesty's  ser* 
▼ice. — By  command  of  his  royal  highness 
the  Commander-in-chief, 

"  Harry  Calvert,  Adjutant- general." 

Thia  is  a  letter  to  the  troops  in  Eng- 
land ;  as  severe  a  punishment  as  can  be 
inflicted  opon  men  of  honour  and  feeling ; 
but  what  was,  in  reality,  the  letter  which 
these  gentlemen    so    negligently   call   a 
letter  to  the  troops  on   the   Continent  ? 
That  letter  was  sent  to  lord  Edward  So« 
merset,  who  commanded  the  brigade,  as 
a  private  admonition  and  reprimand  to  the 
10th  Hussars,  was  so  read  to  them,  and 
never  was,  nor  was  intended  to  be  com- 
municaied  to  any  other  corps  or  man  in 
the  army ;  and  that  letter,  which  ought 
to  have  been  a  strong  corroborative  of  the 
proofs  against  the  prisoner,  is  converted, 
by  the  strangest  perversion  of  all  reason 
and  justice,  into  a  pretence  for  screening 
him  from  all  punishment ;  and  the  con* 
sequeoce  of  this  is,  that  it  takes  the  pu- 
nishment from  the  man  who  had  deserved 
and  received  the  censure  of  the  duke  of 
Wellington  and  lord   Combermerej — the 
only  competent  judges  of  their  respective 
merits,— and  throws  it  opon  those  who  bad 
deserved  and   received    their    praise.— -I 
shall  now  read    that  part  of  the  letter 
which  is  applicable  to  this  subject : 

''  I  am  commanded  by  my  lord  Wel- 
lington to  take  this  occasion  of  mentioning, 
that  the  complaints  are  so  general  against 
the  10th  Hussars,  and  so  extremely  dis- 
ereditable  to  the  regiment,  and  prejudicial 
to  the  interests  of  the  army,  that  it  is  re- 
quisite yon  should  immediately  adopt  mea- 
sures to  re-establish  that  discipline  which 
is  necessary  to  good  otitr,  bnt  which  has 


been  allowed  to  relax  in  an  unpardonable 
des^ree,* under  the  command  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  Qoentin.'  Your  lordship  will  be 
so  good  as  to  communicate  to  the  lleoie- 
nant-colonel,  the  Field-marshal's  displea- 
sure at  having  to  notice  irregularities  it 
was  in  his  power  to  have  prevented  ;  and 
that  a  recurrence  of  such  breach  of  regula- 
tion and  good  order,  will  convince  his 
excellency,  that  colonel  Quentin  is  un- 
equal to  control  a  regiment  of  the  first 
pretensions." 

I  shall  say  *no  more,  except,  in  the 
words  of  lord  Clarendon,  to  express  my 
surprise,  "  that  a  circumstance  of  high 
aggravation  should  be  applied  to  the  miti- 
gation of  a  censure  that  ought  to  be  the 
more  severe,  nay,  even  to  Constitute  such 
an  innocence  as  is  not  worthy  of  censure." 

I  now  come  to  that  part  of  the  sentence 
in  which  the  Court  say,  that"  there  appears 
to  have  existed  such  a  want  of  co-operatioQ 
among  the  officers  of  the  regiment,  as  to 
render  the  duties  of  the  commanding  offi« 
cer  much  more  arduous  than  they  other- 
wise would  have  been."     I  do  not  clearly 
understand  the  meaning  of  these  words; 
but  I  suppose  it  to  be  a  want  of  coopera- 
tion with  colonel  Quen tin,  since  one  of  the 
complaints  against  the  officers  is,  a  too 
great    co-operation    among    thcQiselves  \ 
tiut  whatever  the  intended  meaning  may 
be,  I  maintain  that  there  never  was  an 
assertioii  more  destitute  of  foundation,  and 
less  supported  by  any  evidence  or  proof 
whatsoever.    There  is  proof  abundant  that 
the  officers  were  zealous  to  do  their  doty ; 
that  they  urged  colonel  Quentin  to  support 
them  in  their  duty ;  but  there  is  not  the 
shadow  of  proof  that  they  ever  disobeyed 
him,  or  neglected  to  co-operate  with  hint 
in  the  execution  of  his  duties,  or  in  any 
branch  of  the  service.    I  have  heard  this 
subject  discussed  in  another  place ;  and  tha 
only  allegation  in  support  of  this  accusation 
was,    a  neglect  of  reporting  to  colonel 
Qoentin.    Now,  I  will  venture  to  assert* 
that  there  are  only  two  instances  of  this 
supposed  neglect  in  the  whole  evidence^ 
one  is,  colonel  Palmer  not  reporting  to  hint 
that  the  surgeon  of  the  regiment,  Mr. 
Morrison,  (not  officially,  but  in  accidental 
conversation,)  had  told  him,  that  in  answea 
to  a  letter  of  inquiry  from  the  head  of  the 
medical  staffs  he  had  written  word,  that 
the  great  sickness  in  the  regiment  arosa 
from  relaxed  diteipline,  and  consequent 
intemperance :  a  report  which,  I  believe^ 
colonel  Palmer  was  n,ji!it  at  all  bound  to 
make»  and  wbicb^  if  be  bad  mad^  it  unne* 
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cMsarily,  would  faftve  borne  the  appear- 
Mice  of  an  intended  inmU  to  colonel 
Qoentin.  The  other  is  to  be  found  in  the 
answer  made  by  captain  Harding :  "  I 
certainly  felt  it  useless  on  many  occasions 
to  report,  finding  that  I  wasnotsopported  :*' 
an  answer  whicQ  carries  witbm  iuelf  an 
czcose  for  captain  Harding,  and  a  reproach 
upon  colonel  Qaentin.  Bat  admitting,  for 
the  sake  of  argoment,  titese  two  iMlances 
to  the  fniUst  extent  of  blame;  did  ever 
any  man  advance  8ueh  a  propoaition,  as 
thai  a  crime  proved  upon  only  two  men, 
should  implicate  three- and -twenty  others? 
And  out  of  these,  thirteen  were  subalterns, 
who  could  not  report  to  the  colonel ;  it 
would  have  been  a  breach  of  duty  if  they 
bad  done  so ;  and  one,  a  captain  Synge, 
who  had  served  during  the  war  on  the 
staff  with  general  Pack,  had  seen  ten  times 
more  servtoe  than  colonel  Qoentin  ever 
bad ;  wounded^  maimed  for  his  lifo ;  and 
who  is  now  implicated  in  a  censure  for 
want  of  co-operation  in  duties  with  which 
be  had  nothing  to  do  ! 

I  munt  add  a  few  words  of  comparison 
between  the  diflferent  testimonies  upon 
which  the  €ourt  have  foonded  their  opi* 
nion.  All  those  who  were  upon  the  spot, 
whether  as  generals  commanding,  or  as 
spectators,  and  witnesses  of  the  conduct  of 
the  regiment ;  the  noble  lord  who  com- 
manded the  eavah-y  ;  lord  Edward  So- 
merset, who  commanded  the  brigade; 
oolonel  Gardiner;  major  Jones;  all  speak 
in  the  highest  terms  of  praise  of  the  officers 
and  very  differently  of  colonel  Quentin. 
I  will  read  two  or  three  very  short  extracts, 
but  will  first  call  your  atteniion  to  those 
words  of  the  sentence,  where,  jn  speaking 
•f  the  relaxalfon  of  discipline,  the  €ourt 
snys,  that  they  think  themselves  bound  to 
§nd  colonel  Qoentin  guilty,  to  the  extent 
•f  alk>wing  it  to  exist ;  as  if  there  were 
aomo  erime  beyond  that  of  allowing  it, 
which  a 'commanding' otteer  oould  be 
guilty  of,  as  if  he  could  act  the  indiicipline 
•fa  regiment  himself,  in  his  own  per^son. 
Lord  E.  Somerset  kaid  :  **  I  had  every 
veason  to  approve  of  the  general  conduct 
of  the  officers;  they  appeared  to  be 
zealous  and  attontive  to  their  duty :"  and 
again,  «« the  oflfteers  of  the  lOih  Hussars 
seemed  generally  attentivf  to  their  duty  ; 
but  o(  course,  where  the  system  of  disci- 
pline fs  relaxed,  it  will  extend  to  all  ranks 
more  or  less :"  and  then  being  asked  to 
what  he  attributed  this  relaxation  of  disci* 
pline,  his  answer  is|,  *'  I  certainly  attribuU 
it  to  the  want  of  a  propor  ayatom  being 


maintained  by  the  comaMiBdisg 

and  the  waiat  of  proper  iKtiTity 

part.''    I  will  now  read  the  end 

lord  Combermere  :    '*  I  think  I  toi 

(lord  B.  Somcraat)  <'  that  si  tbcre 

aasendment,  or  likely  te  bs  is  lii 

that  I  should  wrilB  bomeoatkc 

stating  that  cx>lonel  Quentio,  fros 

state  of  health,  or  some  cause,  i 

unfit  to   command  a  regiment  i 

cavalry  on  active  service ;  boi  I 

being  over  a  few  day s  afterwards,  I 

think  it  necessary  to   take  anjr 

notice.    I  cannot  recollect  the  « 

the  conversation  ;  I  saidagreatde 

to  him."     And  here  I  must  obied 

this  passage  afiords  a  complete  m 

that  reproach  which  ha^  been  throw 

the  officers,  that  their  accniatioo  of 

Quentin  was  the  deliberate  iisaeof 

and   extraordinary   delay,  for  w^ 

sufficient  reasons  or  explanatioo  bafi 

given ;  for  here  it  appears,  thai  tite  o 

had  reason  to  expect  that  tbe  icrs 

would  have  been  brought  ftrvwl  i 

proper  and  regular  mode  bj  Ae^ 

commanding  tbe  Cavalry,  uitkHBd 

but  the  unforeseen  circuattn^^ 

sodden  cessation  of  hostiliiinp^ 

that  genera]  from  doing  so ;  to  a^^^ 

the  cessation  of  hostilities  «»»«^ 

roason  for  the   noble  lord's  forboi 

your  lordships  may  easily  conmK 

the  feelings  of  officers,  Isboonnfl 

reproach  >¥hich  they  did  uoi  dc«^ 

offences  of  which  they  were  i* 

which  they  knew  and  deplorsd,  tf«l 

not  prevent,  were  not  to  bs  loewj 

fied,  and  could  not  he  endsredsi 

acquiescence.    He  againaayt:  *' ^^ 

colonel   Qoentin  was  in  a  bad  itf 

health,  that  probably  it  was  o«iBg» 

but  that  ha  did  not  appear  fit  to  ca^ 

a  regiment  of   light  cstslty  «J 

service.     I  had  an  oppartoaity  of « 

great  deal  of  the  officew  ol  the  io 

quarters  and  in  the  field,  and  I  nvA\ 

never  met  with-  a  finer  corpi  ot  « 

and  I  do  not  think  tbeie  wsrs  eier « 

better  disposed  or  more  »»*<«*' •'^ 

I  should  like  better  to  oommawj  |w 

officers  of  the  lOth  Honaw:  iWJ 

reason  for  thinking  stilt  »*»»  ^^"^ 

their  fauk,  but  the  tolt  sf  ibscoo* 

ing  officer,  that  the  ^^fP^^Vt^ 

the  high  atate  of  discipline  wiiiti"^'^ 

to  be  latterly.*^  .  ^ 

Thia  testimony  ^mmg  ^,g 

source,  no  less  than  that  hig»J^ 

guishod  offioar  who  caMP^d^  "" 
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'  und«r  Ihe  dake  of  WeHiogtoo,  it  % 
^enafttion  for  tlio  ifyoritts  vftiich  have 
inflicted  on  them ;  a  protection  from 
iisgrace  which  was  intended  for  them| 
afeguard  of  their  character ; '  the  con- 
ion  of  their  misfortune ;  it  will  stand 
ver  a  monament  of  honour  to  them, 
of  reproach  to  the  Court,  whose  total 
tgard  of  such  testimony  most  present 
four  lordships  a  strong  argament  for 
»ing  the  conatractioii  and  the  proceed- 
of  these  tribunals. 

SI  the  other  hand,  what  is  the  e? idence 
coU  Qoentin  ?  Campaigns  at  Boons- 
and  at  Ipswich ;  generals  who  never 
rd  a  shotted  gun ;  a  captain  who  re- 
abers  col.  Qoentin,  but  forgets  col. 
;ki  at  Majorca;  but  not  one  officer 
»  bad  been  present  at  the  events  which 
the  subject  of  this  Court-martiaU  But 
n  this  nonsense,  only  fit  for  the  Mayor 
»arrat,  there  is  one  brilliant  exception 
be  noble  lord  who*commanded  the  ea* 
*y  binder  sir  John  Moore  in  1808,  and 
>Bk  I  shall  ever  respect  for  that  gallant 
it  which  at  the  first  call  of  his  country's 
ger  tore  him  from  the  charms  of  a 
iety,  where  every  thing  conspired  with 
own  personal  qualities,  to  allure  him 
n  the  paths  of  glory  to  those  of  plea- 
e,  and  who,  as  well  as  another  noble 
»nd  of  mine,  in  circumstances  some* 
at  similar,  whom  your  lordships  must 
proud  to  see  among  you,  by  the  native 
>rgy  of  their  own  character^  have  at- 
tied  the  highest  celebrity  in  a  proCemion 
which  they  bad  not  been  destined.  But 
what  indignity  was  that  noble  lord  ex- 
Bed,  by  the  blunders  of  this  Court !  no 
IS  than  to  have  the  testimony  which  h« 
ve  on  one  day,  expunged  from  their 
notes  on  the  next;  a  testimony  not 
luntarily  given,  bat  extorted  from  him, 
and  by  whom  ?  no  lem  than  the  Presi- 
nt  himself,  and  in  these  words,  «  Will 
lur  lordship  relate  the  particular  circom* 
mces  of  the  conduct  of  col.  Quentin  in 
e  affair  of  Beneveote  ?  They  have  been 
lated  to  me  as  particularly  meritorious/' 
-and,  as  if  every  sort  of  absurdity  was  to 
tacb  to  the  proceedinsn  of  this  Court,  it 
I  happens  that  this  amir  at  Beaeveuta 
as  the  only  thing  which  it  was  unneces- 
try,  and  therefore  tmpvaper,  for  the  nobia 
ird  to  describe  at  all,  not  only  npon  the 
iw  and  oointeUigifole  prineipta,  respect* 
ig  the  oNMS-examination  of  witnesses  to 
laracter,  broached  for  the  first  tioM  upon 
Its  trial,  bat  upon  the  soandeit  principlea 
* avidence  in  aor  oeuM^of  lai^-  fcr  there 
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is  now  ex^nt  the  official  documeat,  tha 
letter  of  that  noble  lord,  as  commander  of 
the  cavalry,  detailing  all  the  circumsuncee 
of  that  .engagement;  published  in  tha 
Gaaette*  accessible  to  all  your  lordships, 
and  opea  to  the  prisoner;  who  might 
have  produced  it  in  his  defence  if  he  had 
thought  proper;  and  the  authority  of  such 
a  letter,  written  at  the  time,  and  upon  tha 
spot,  must  be  infinitely  beyond  that  of  tha 
bast  recollection  after  the  lapse  of  six  or 
seven  years.  I  should  not  have  mentioned 
what  I  am  now  going  to  say,  if  the  Court 
had  confined  themselvea  to  the  bare  sea^ 
tence,  whatever  it  might  have  been ;  but 
as  they  have  added  mitigations,  founded 
upon  a  variety  of  circumstances,  I  cannot 
but  think  xhat  ttbey  ought  to  have  given 
due  weight  to  all  the  circumstanoes  con* 
nected  with  the  transaction;  and  is  it  a 
circumstance  of  no  consequence,  that  coL 
ttuentin  sobpona'd  for  his  own  witnesses, 
officers  of  the  regiment  who  were  present 
at  these  transaciions-*-major  Howard  and 
col.  Wyndham  ;-~both  friends  of  his  own, 
but  men  of  honour,  and  who  would  have 
spoken  the  truth,  but  whose  mouths, 
though  present  and  in  attendance,  he  did 
not  think  proper  to  unseal,  but  trusted  the 
defence  of  his  honour  to  the  varying  and 
contradictory  testimony  of  non-coromis* 
stoned  officers  and  private  soldiers.  Major 
Howard  had  been  present,  and. close  to 
him  upon  most  of  the  occasions  which  are 
the  subjects  of  the  charges;  and  col. 
Wyndham  had  served  with  the  regiment 
under  col.  Kobarta,  and  for  six  weelu  after* 
wards,  under  col.  Quentin,  and  must  have 
known  if  any  change  had  taken  place  in 
the  discipline.  Is  it  of  no  consequence 
that  he  refused  the  production  of  the  Due 
de  Guiche's  letter  <>f  explanation,  in  an* 
swer  to  a  letter  of  his  own  ?— -the  Due  de 
Guiche,  whose  absence  (compelled  by  the 
orders  of  his  Government)  is  much  to  ba 
regretted,  for  considerations  of  infinitely 
more  importance  than  the  ▼aiao  of  his 
testimony,  great  as  that  would  have  been. 
Is  it  of  no  consequence  that,  after  having 
told  the  Court  himself,  that  col.  Palmer 
permitted  him  to  rtoaia  in  perfect  igno* 
vance  of  a  medical  report,  stating  drunken* 
ness,  want  of  necessaries,  and  inattention 
to  personal  cleanliaess,  as  causes  of  an  in- 
crease of  sickness  in  the  men  of  the  10th, 
which  might  ha^  seriously  afieetcd  tha 
character  of  the  regimeat,  and  of  himaetf 
as  commanding  it,  if  not  inquired  kito  and 
answeved*-he  then,  when  col.  Mmer  pto^ 
poses  to  htm  to  caU  the  author  of  thai 
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nedicftl  report,  Mr.  Morrison,  into  Court, 
to  gife  an  explanation  upon  tbis  subject, 
which  he  (col.  Qaentin}  had  introdoced 
himself  to  the  Court,  reioses  the  efidence 
of  Mr.  Morrison,  upon  a  technical  objec* 
tion,  that  his  name  was  not  upon  the  list 
of  witnesses. 

I  now  come  to  the  subject  of  the  letter, 
upon  which  I  shall  state  nothing  but  what 
I  saw  and  know ;  and  I  say  that  this  letter 
ought  never  to  have  risen  in  evidence 
against  the  officers;  that  it  ought  never 
10  have  seen  the  light ;  that  it  was  sop- 
pressed  almost  as  soon  as  written,  and  that 
It  is  to  the  indiscretion  of  col.  Palmer 
alone,  that  its  disclosure  is  to  be  attributed. 
I  say  that  col.  Palmer  ewes  it  to  the  offi« 
cers«-that  he  owes  it  to  his  own  honour, 
to  sute  distinctly  to  the  country,  the 
manner  in  which  that  letter  has  risen  from 
obscurity  to  the  ruin  of  twenty-five  of  his 
friends,  gallant  officers,  and  honourable 
men.  I  say  nothing  of  the  letter  itself ; 
I  do  not  defend  it ;  I  do  not  blame  it ; 
I  do  not  blame  the  consequences  that  have 
resulted  from  it;  but  1  did  wish,  and  1 
wish  still,  and  I  believe  it  is  not  now  too 
late,  that  these  officers  may  be  brought  to 
a  Court*martial  for  that  letter^  and  broke, 
if  they  shall  appear  to  have  been  as  guilty 
as  they  have  been  represented  :  as  it  now 
stands,  they  have  been  condemned  without 
the  means  or  opportunity  of  defence ;  and 
when  1  have  read  to  your  lordships  this 
letter,  signed  ten  years  ago  by  fifteen  offi* 
cersof  the  Blues— 

E"  The  printed  paper  which  has  been 
ibited  in  the  most  public  manner,  with 
the  name  of  Mr.  Goulburn  affixed  to  it, 
reflecting  the  worst  possible  abuse  upon 
an  officer  now  in  the  Blues,  cannot  but 
give  us  much  concern,  as  affecting  the 
honour  of  one  of  our  corps.  We  declare, 
in  duty  and  justice  to  the  regiment,  to 
which  we  belong,  that  we  cannot  tacitly 
consent  to  partake  of  the  blame  or  the 
disrepute,  which  from  this  circumstance 
may,  in  the  opinion  of  the  public,  appear 
to  attach  to  us  as  a  military  body,  owing 
to  the  private  conduct  of  one  of  its  mem- 
bers. As  the  name  of  the  regiment  has 
been  made  use  of,  we  think  it  our  doty  to 
come  forward  with  this  declaration,  and 
most  respectfully  to  assure  our  colonel, 
bow  sensibly  we  feel  for  the  honour  and 
character  of  his  regiment,  whenever  its 
name  is  brought  into  public  notice,  also 
of  our  firm  reliance  upon  his  support,  and 
of  our  constant  endeavours  to  deserve  it"] 
rrand  when  I  tell  your  lordships,  that 


this  letter  was  approved  by  the  K; 
then  took  moch  pleasure  in  that  rt: 
and  that  captain  Horsley  /was  io 
qoence  obliged  to  leave  the  rc| 
your  lordahipa  will  feel  tbst  ther 
least  that  aioiilarity— I  think  ibe 
rity  is  perfect — ^but  at  least  that  n 
between  the  outset  of  the  traoit 
and  such  a  total  difference  ioibe; 
as  to  afford  sonae  excuse  for  roefi  vl 
lowed  this  precedent  so  far  as  to  i 
letter,  and  then  to  bom  it ;  for  lin 
tentidn,  and  eonsequeady  their  n 
fence  amounted  to  no  more :  and  i 
your  lordsbipe  must  also  kel  that, 
coupled  with  the  rnin  of  tweotj-ti 
lant  officers,  misled  by  preceded 
onconsciooa  of  crime,  it  afibrds  h 
strong  ground  for  intreatiog  voar 
ships  to  rescue  the  army  from  tbatsa 
law,  worse  even  than  bad  (in,  th 
m^tCMi  ei  incogmiivm.  And  I  msck  f 
that  the  circumstances  of  the  \e^ 
the  10th  Hosaars  bad  beeo  «ib^i 
strict  investigation,  becaaseitvocidk 
prevented  a  great  deal  of  ?erria;>iafl 
suspicion  and  discussion ;  milif^ 
the  result  would  have  bee&\st^«.^^ 
neither  colonel  Palmer,  nor  »y  of  t 
parties  were  intentionally  to  bliat,i 
that  the  disclosure  of  the  leUer«s» 
sioned  by  misnnderstandiogs  io  rtii 
conversation,  by  which  sll  these  ps 
were  misled,  except  the  officrry,v^ 
tended  nothing,  and  expected  dou^ 
except  that  the  ieUer  was  to  be  \m^ 
was  burnt.  With  respect  to  col.  m 
I  do  not  believe,  that  there  ewex«^ 
braver  officer,  or  a  more  hotiofffi^^ 
better  man;  and  in  this  1  hsw iter* 
fortune  to  agree  with  tbeCottrt;*' 
any  thing  could  add  to  my  coomi«6 
the  necessity  of  giving  some  belter » 
of  reference  for  the  Mi/itsry  Cosrus* 
law  officers  of  the  Crown,  it  wottW  w^ 
anomaly  in  this  trial,  by  irhicA  a^ 
rectly  opposite  have  produced  ^ 
the  same  effect :  the  signing  in«  ^ 
and  the  not  signing  it,  sr«  rn»«  T 
crimes,  and  the  moderaU  boionj^^ 
sure  of  the  officers  by  the  Coorf,«'«'^ 
high  and  just  commcndslioo  of^H 
Palmer,  both  as  to  hiscondociiniw^' 
ment,  and  upon  the  trial.  ^^Tl 
of  the  same  bad  effects  to  both. J  ^ 
destruction  to  the  psrties  objW 
sured,  and  to  the  P«rtyjortlypn«*J^ 
Thire  is  not  ^e  o?  the  m^^^ 
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Sloes,— duels ; — if  the  prerogative  of  the 
Crown  IS  not  already  sufficient  to  prevent 
it, — 9nd  I  very  much  wished  it  to  be  exer* 
ciaed  upon  a  late  duel,  not  only  on  ac- 
count of  the  impropriety  of  that  duel  and 
its  absurdity,  (for  there  is  not  such  a  fool 
in  the  army»  who  could  suppose  that  it 
could  be  useful  to  any  purpose,  except  the 
chance  of  destroying  colonel  Palmer,)  but 
much  more  to  put  an  end  to  suspicions 
which  naturally  arose  from  the  circum- 
stances, very  imprudent,  both  as  to  the 
persona,  the  time,  and   the  place,  from 
which  that  duel  is  supposed  to  have  origi- 
nated t  and  even  now  since  col.  Quentin's 
trial,  a  young  and  gallant  officer  (lieute- 
nant Co  well)  has  been  broke  for  not  pro- 
secuting a  quarrel,  in  a  way  that  could 
lead  to  nothing  but  a  duel,  and  in  a  letter 
produced  in    evidence    from  the   officer 
commanding  the  regiment,  which  letter 
was  the  foundation  of  the  whole  proceed- 
ing, the  Court   expunge  this   sentence, 
<«  You  must  beware  that  fighting  a  duel 
is  contrary  to  the  Articles  of  War,"  leav- 
ing the  remainder  in  evidence,  and  then 
they  break  him  for  not  proceeding  in  such 
a  manner  as  could  have  ended  in  nothing 
but  a  duel.    The  prisoner  put  this  question 
to  the  Court,-*^'*  Was  I  to  understand  by 
this  letter,  that  if  1  had  fought  a  duel,  the 
Articles  of  War  would  have  been  resorted 
to,  and  that  not  having  done  so,  my  com- 
mission must  have  been  the  forfeit }"  Cer- 
tainly a  very  unpleasant  question ;    as  it 
made  nonsense  of  their  whole  proceedings : 
and  how  did  they  get  rid  of  it  ?  They  cut 
the  gordian  knot ;  and  at  once  expunged, 
both  question  and  answer  from  their  mi* 
nutes.    But  there  is  no  end  to  the  absur- 
dity of  these  Courts. 

But  it  has  been  said,  that  because  these 
officers  are  allowed  to  retain  their  rank 
in  the  army,  the  punishment  is  not  a 
severe  one,  and  the  words  of  the  letter 
imply  that  it  is  not  adequate  to  their  of- 
fence. Is  it  not  a  severe  punishment  to 
be  scattered,  not  over  England,  not  over 
Europe,  but  over  the  world,  like  a  gang 
of  mutineers  that  cannot  be  trusted  near 
each  other,  and  to  have  their  disgrace 
proclaimed  to  the  whole  army,  at  the 
bead  of  every  regiment  ?  Is  it  not  a  severe 
punisbment  to  captain  Uoyd,  an  officer 
of  long  standing,  the  first  captain  in  the 
regiment,  reduced  to  the  last  in  another ; 
his  hopes  of  promotion  in  the  service  re- 
tarded, till  a  time  of  life  when,  perhaps, 
he  will  be  no  longer  able  to  serve; 
woonded,  ill  treated  by  the  enemy,  be* 
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cause  he  refuted  to  surrender  his  sword,  a 
aword  highly  valued  by  him,  because  a 
present  from  his  colonel,  received  from 
the  very  hand  which  has  since  signed  his 
ruin  ?  Is  it  not  a  severe  punishment  to  the 
second  captain,  captain  Harding,-»a  name 
which  it  is  difficalt  to  pronounce  without 
indignation,  when  I  think  how  he  has 
been  sacrificed,  and  to  what  he  has  been 
sacrificed, — a  name  never  beard  without 
distinction,  and  never  mentioned  without 
respect;     of    long    service,    repeatedly 
wounded,  who,  already  a  soldier,  saw  the 
safety  of  India  fixed,  under  the  auspices 
of  a  noble  marquis,  by  the  fall  of  Serin- 
gapatam;  who  saw  that  star  rising  in  the 
East,  to  whom  the  Western  world   now 
looks  for  safety  and  defence.     I  mention 
these  circumstances,  because,  among  many 
other  calumnies,  it  has  been  circulated 
that  the  officers  were  little  more  than  boys. 
Is  it  no  punisbment  to  two  brothers,  of 
whose  honourable    principles,  of  whose 
zeal  for  their  duties,  of  whose  respect  and 
gratitude  to  their  benefactor,  which  no 
harshness  can  shake  or  diministv  I  can 
speak  with  certainty,  from  personal  know* 
ledge,  to  be  sent,  perhaps  to  perish  in 
India?  Is  it  a  slight  punishment  to  all 
these  officers  to  be  placed  upon  half-pay, 
or  as  supernumeraries,  without  the  hope  of 
service  or  the  chance  of  distinction— and 
now,    when    the    trumpet    has    already 
sounded  for  preparation  ?  I  have  heard  it 
urged  that  this  sentence  is  the  triumph 
of  justice  to  an  unprotected  foreigner,  over 
personal   friendship  and  favoritism.     To 
my  mind,  there  never  was  a  greater  mis- 
application of  terms.    I  have  understood 
the  word  '  favoritism'  to  apply  to  persons 
who  owe  their  promotion  to  their  private 
services  to  the  Sovereign,  and  to  his  per* 
sonal  favour,  but  not  at  all  to  these  of- 
ficers ;  not  to  the  son  of  a  noble  duke ; 
not  to  the  brother  of  a  noble  marquis ; 
not  to  the  nephew  of  a  noble  marquis, 
high  in  his  Majesty's  household ;  nor  to 
many  others  of  them;  ^ho,  if  they  are  as 
independent  in  thejr  minds,  as  they  are 
in  their  situations,  are  placed  far  abbve 
the  caprices  of  power ;  and  who,  while 
they  firmly  support  that  key-stone  of  the 
constitution,  the  Crown,  and  while  they 
respect  and  love  the  personal  qualities  of 
the  Prince  who  now  exercises  its  power, 
will  spurn  at  the  disgraceful  and  inappli- 
cable term  of '  favoritism.' 

I  will  now  state  shortly  the  objects 
which  I  intend  to  recommend  to  your 
lordships,  as  founded  on  these  minutes  :«*• 
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To  define  tbc  crime*— To  fix  the  highest 
poaithment  to  etch  crime,  leaTing  the 
nitigeiioii  only  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Court— To  fix  the  langoiige  of  the  sen- 
tences—To  give  to  the  Court  the  power 
of  decteriog  the  cherges  frivoloiis  and 
▼exMious,  and  of  either  ordering  or  re* 
commending  any  of  the  parties  lo  be 
brooght  to  a  Coart*martiaU  if  they  shall 
appear  to  deserve  il,  bat  not  to  punish  or 
eeotere  withoot  trial— To  leave  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  Crown  untouched,  except 
by  limiting  it  to  a  distinct  and  separate 
•xercise,  never  mixed  with  the  judicial 
proceed ings^-To  define  the  modes  of 
accusation,  and  of  prosecution,  so  that 
officers  may  know  what  they  can  do  with 
fafety;  what  they  may  attempt  at  their 
peril ;  and  what  they  most  not  do  at  all-* 
To  establish  some  mode  of  reference, 
common  to  both  professions,  perhaps  a 
judge  independent,  and  upon  the  footing 
of  the  judges  of  England— To  take  on 
the  oath  of  secrecy,  an  oath  highly  inju- 
nous  to  the  character  of  officers,  who  have 
not  concurred  in  an  unjust  sentence*-To 
give  to  these  Courts  that  publicity  which 
is  essential  to  justice,  which  is  the  practice 
of  all  our  other  Courts  of  Justice*  and 
which  forms  a  most  important  branch  of 
the  Constitution;  and  to  compel  the  mem- 
bers, after  deliberating  in  pirlvate,  to  give 
their  votes  in  open  Court,  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  increasing  the  individual  respon- 
mhili(y««-a  principle   recognised   in  the 
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other  HooM  of  Parlianaem,  in  tbc  ^ 
deciding  cont^ted  electsoas  ; — to  « 
ihat  clear,  dtstioct*  and  iaiclligihkt 
of  evidence  be  prepared  lor  tbe  g%  4 
of  tliese  Courts,  and  to  comprise  a.:  j 
in  a  few  words— To  introdnc*',  I  a 
under  the  aospices  of  the  CoaBaod^j 
chief,  that  reform  in'  the  jodicia  | 
which  has  been  so  sacccaslnlly  tm 
in  every  other  part  of  the  snilicajj  n^ 
by  that  illostrioos  peraonage  to  w^ 
in  comoMn  with  the  nation,  moat  £d 
deepest  gratitude  for  the  aervicesvl 
he  has  rendered  to  tbe  i  nnntry,  and  i 
self  individually;  for  that  kindncs 
condescension  which  adorn  hia  pms; 
much  as  his  ability,  hia  diligeenn 
his  upright  intentiona»  exalt  his  r\ 
oharaoter. 

My  lords ;  I  shall  now  conciade  \ 
moving,  *'  That  an  homble  Addnsi 
presented  to  his  royal  highness  the  hi 
Regent,tto  order  copies  of  the  Miostt 
the  Court-martial  npon  captam  FN 
Browne  of  the  Hennea,  and  of  the  opid 
of  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crowo  spoo  i 
Court-maniBi,  and  copies  of  tbe  Mia^ 
of  the  Court-martial  npsa  Mi.  Lnn 
Roberts,  midshipman  of  the  Uann^rr 
and  of  the  order  issued  by  the  Bosnl 
Admiralty  in  consequence  of  thai  Cad 
martial ;  and  copiea  of  the  Minotn  e.  i 
Court-martial  upon  colonel  Qoesu: 
tbe  I  Oih  Hussar:! :  to  bo  laid  befoscil 
Heuse." 
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